Lesson Twenty Four: Romans 12:3–8 March 30, 2005

1. 
a) In verse 3 to whom is Paul speaking?


b) Do you think this section of Scripture is pertinent to you? Why or why not?

2. 
a) What is the authority Paul uses in verse 3 and what do you think that means?


b) Is this what you use when addressing people?


Share one experience of addressing someone this way and its impact.

3. 
a) Paul gives us a negative command about the way to view ourselves in verse 3.What is it? 


b) Then Paul tells us how we are to think of ourselves. What is the right way of thinking? Explain what you think this means.


c) What is your view of yourself?


Is it higher than it ought to be or is it under sober judgment? Explain your answer.

4. 
Paul tells us to think of ourselves with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you. What does with the measure of faith God has given you mean?

5. 
In verses 4—6 Paul uses a common analogy for how Christians are to work together. What is that analogy?


Explain in your own words how your own body works together.

6. 
Now apply this description of your body to the body of Christ and explain in your own words what your local church should look like.

7. 
a) In verse 6 what is the source of all of man’s different gifts?


b) What should this mean to the exceedingly talented person within the Body of Christ? 
c) What should this mean to the lesser or least talented person within the Body?

8. 
Name the seven gifts Paul lists in verses 6—8 and explain in your own words what each gift means to you. (Do not use a dictionary or outside source – just from your own understanding.)

9. 
Each gift named has a way we are to exercise that gift. Write a list of the gifts and then explain in your own words how that gift is to be exercised.

Going deeper:

10. 
What is your gift? (It might not be listed here.) Look up the following Scriptures and write out all the gifts listed. Romans 12:6—8; I Corinthians 12:8—10 and 28—30; Ephesians 4:11; and I Peter 4:11. ( There should be about 19.)


After looking at this list, name your gift and describe how you are using it right now for building up the body of Jesus Christ.
