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PAUL TO A “T”
2 TIMOTHY 4:6-22



Pray and ask God to help you to know Him better as you study His Word.

Read the Bible passage (preferably without using commentaries).


Begin to answer the questions using your own words.

Questions are based on New International Version (NIV) 1984 edition.



Lesson 25 • 2 Timothy 4:6-22 • May 2, 2012
1.  What truth, verse or insight from last week’s study of 2 Timothy 3:10- 4:5 has been helpful to you?

SECTION I: Read 2 Timothy 4:6-8
2.  a)  What is Paul’s current condition according to V6?  
6 For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time for my departure is near.


b)  Read Numbers 28:1-7 about the daily sacrifices the Lord required of the Israelites. What do you think Paul is saying with the analogy of his life to a drink offering?  
Numbers 28:1-7
1 The LORD said to Moses, 2 “Give this command to the Israelites and say to them: ‘Make sure that you present to me at the appointed time my food offerings, as an aroma pleasing to me.’ 3 Say to them: ‘This is the food offering you are to present to the LORD: two lambs a year old without defect, as a regular burnt offering each day. 4 Offer one lamb in the morning and the other at twilight, 5 together with a grain offering of a tenth of an ephah[a] of the finest flour mixed with a quarter of a hin[b] of oil from pressed olives. 6 This is the regular burnt offering instituted at Mount Sinai as a pleasing aroma, a food offering presented to the LORD. 7 The accompanying drink offering is to be a quarter of a hin of fermented drink with each lamb. Pour out the drink offering to the LORD at the sanctuary.

c)  To what does Paul’s departure refer? Paul speaks of this departure in Philippians 1:21-23 as well.  

Philippians 1:21-23

21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 22 If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! 23 I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far;
3.  a)  In V7, how does Paul see his life as he reflects on it? (Try to put the three illustrations in your own words.)
7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.

b)  What is in store for Paul, and from whom does he expect to receive this prize according to V8? Who else will receive it?
8 Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing.

c)  Read 1 Corinthians 9:24-25. Why is the prize waiting for Paul so different from other prizes?
1 Corinthians 9:24-25

24 Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize. 25 Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last, but we do it to get a crown that will last forever.
4.  When you are near your departure, what would you like to be able to say about how you finished the course of your life?
SECTION II: Read 2 Timothy 4:9-22

5.  a)  In V9, 11, and 13, what does Paul ask Timothy to do?
9 Do your best to come to me quickly,

11 Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, because he is helpful to me in my ministry.

13 When you come, bring the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas, and my scrolls, especially the parchments.
5.  b)  What has become of Demas (V10)?  What was Paul’s prior experience with Demas as recorded in Colossians 4:14 and Philemon 24?
Colossians 4:14
14 Our dear friend Luke, the doctor, and Demas send greetings.
Philemon 24

24 And so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas and Luke, my fellow workers.


c)  Who was the only one who remained with Paul (V11)?
11 Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, because he is helpful to me in my ministry.

6.  a)  Reflect on a time when you have deserted a fellow worker in ministry, perhaps due to some version of loving the world (V10). Why did you leave?

10 for Demas, because he loved this world, has deserted me and has gone to Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia, and Titus to Dalmatia.

b)  Maybe you have been deserted by a co-worker in ministry. How did you respond?  
7.  a)  In V11, who does Paul request be brought to him and why?   
11 Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, because he is helpful to me in my ministry.


b)  What was the history of the relationship between Paul and Mark in Acts 15:36-41? Why do you think Paul’s attitude toward him had changed?
Acts 15:36-41

36 Some time later Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us go back and visit the believers in all the towns where we preached the word of the Lord and see how they are doing.” 37 Barnabas wanted to take John, also called Mark, with them, 38 but Paul did not think it wise to take him, because he had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not continued with them in the work. 39 They had such a sharp disagreement that they parted company. Barnabas took Mark and sailed for Cyprus, 40 but Paul chose Silas and left, commended by the believers to the grace of the Lord. 41 He went through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches.    
8.  a)  Of whom does Paul warn in V14-15, and why?   
14 Alexander the metalworker did me a great deal of harm. The Lord will repay him for what he has done. 15 You too should be on your guard against him, because he strongly opposed our message.

b)  Contrast the consequences of Alexander’s opposition (V14) with the consequences to those who deserted Paul (V16).  How do you account for the difference?
14 Alexander the metalworker did me a great deal of harm. The Lord will repay him for what he has done.
16 At my first defense, no one came to my support, but everyone deserted me. May it not be held against them.

9.  Who stood by Paul’s side according to V17, and for what purpose was he strengthened?  
17 But the Lord stood at my side and gave me strength, so that through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. And I was delivered from the lion’s mouth.
10. Since Paul knew his death was imminent, how could he say that the Lord would rescue him and bring him safely to his heavenly Kingdom? (V16-18)
16 At my first defense, no one came to my support, but everyone deserted me. May it not be held against them. 17 But the Lord stood at my side and gave me strength, so that through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. And I was delivered from the lion’s mouth. 18 The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and will bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom. To him be glory for ever and ever. Amen.
11. If you knew your death was imminent, what would you say in your last letter to someone you loved dearly? What would you emphasize, and what warnings or final instructions might you give?
12. Spend some time bringing before God the names of men and women who have stood by you, thanking Him for their ministry and praying for their specific needs, if you know them. You may also want to spend some time forgiving those who have deserted you in your times of need.


DIGGING DEEPER
In V16-18, Paul described a challenging situation where he felt completely alone during a literal trial, yet he was strengthened by the Lord’s presence.
1.  Read 1 Samuel 30:1-6, and compare how David experienced something similar.

1 Samuel 30:1-6
1 David and his men reached Ziklag on the third day. Now the Amalekites had raided the Negev and Ziklag. They had attacked Ziklag and burned it, 2 and had taken captive the women and everyone else in it, both young and old. They killed none of them, but carried them off as they went on their way. 

 3 When David and his men reached Ziklag, they found it destroyed by fire and their wives and sons and daughters taken captive. 4 So David and his men wept aloud until they had no strength left to weep. 5 David’s two wives had been captured—Ahinoam of Jezreel and Abigail, the widow of Nabal of Carmel. 6 David was greatly distressed because the men were talking of stoning him; each one was bitter in spirit because of his sons and daughters. But David found strength in the LORD his God. 
2.  a)  What do you learn from the following verses?

Deuteronomy 31:6
6 Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the LORD your God goes with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you.”

Joshua 1:5
Joshua 1:5

5 No one will be able to stand against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you.
Matthew 28:20b
Matthew 28:20b

And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”


b)  Write a truth drawing from Paul’s and David’s experiences, along with the three verses.

3.  Identify a similar current (or past) challenging situation in your own life. How does the truth you discovered in Question 2b above cheer you on?
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