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PAUL TO A “T”
1 TIMOTHY 5



Pray and ask God to help you to know Him better as you study His Word.

Read the Bible passage (preferably without using commentaries).


Begin to answer the questions using your own words.

Questions are based on New International Version (NIV) 1984 edition.



Lesson 16 • 1 Timothy 5 • February 15, 2012
1.  What truth, verse or insight from last week’s study of 1 Timothy 4 has been helpful to you?

I don’t just want information from the Bible, but formation and transformation to grow in Jesus and focus on Him.
SECTION I: Read 1 Timothy 5:1-10, 16
2.  a)  According to V1, how was Timothy to treat the older man and younger men in the church?
Timothy was not to harshly rebuke an older man, but instead treat him like he was Timothy’s father and “urge, advise, or caution earnestly;  to admonish urgently.” For younger men, Timothy was to treat them as brothers.
1 Do not rebuke an older man harshly, but exhort him as if he were your father. Treat younger men as brothers,

b)  In V2, how was he to treat the older and younger women in the church?
Treat them with total purity -- older women as mothers and younger women as sisters.
2 older women as mothers, and younger women as sisters, with absolute purity.

c)  How might the church look different if we viewed and treated other believers as members of our family?

More love, more discipline, better communication, sense of family and community, a safe and non-judgmental harbor of safety, prayer and lovingkindness.
3.  a)  From V3 and V5, who is deserving of proper recognition, and what does her life look like?

Recognize widows in real need. A widow’s life shows she puts her hope in God and she prays night and day asking God for help.
3 Give proper recognition to those widows who are really in need.
5 The widow who is really in need and left all alone puts her hope in God and continues night and day to pray and to ask God for help.


b)  Who should care for the widows and why (V4, V8, V16)?
Children and grandchildren should practice their faith by caring for their own family so that they repay their parents and grandparents for what they’ve done for them. This pleases God.
A woman believer who cares for widows should continue to help the widows and not have the church be burdened so that the church can help the widow who are really in need.

4 But if a widow has children or grandchildren, these should learn first of all to put their religion into practice by caring for their own family and so repaying their parents and grandparents, for this is pleasing to God.
8 Anyone who does not provide for their relatives, and especially for their own household, has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.
16 If any woman who is a believer has widows in her care, she should continue to help them and not let the church be burdened with them, so that the church can help those widows who are really in need.
4.  a)  In addition to being “really in need,” what are the additional marks of a widow that the church should support (V9-10)? Comment on one of them.
A widow potentially has more time to devote to helping others. She can follow her giftings to serve others in deeds she feels called to do. 
A widow should have been faithful to her husband, well known for her good deeds (raising children, showing hospitality, washing the feet of the Lord’s people, helping those in trouble, and devoting herself to all kinds of good deeds).

9 No widow may be put on the list of widows unless she is over sixty, has been faithful to her husband,

10 and is well known for her good deeds, such as bringing up children, showing hospitality, washing the feet of the Lord’s people, helping those in trouble and devoting herself to all kinds of good deeds.
4.
b)  How do you explain the difference between the woman in V6 and the widow described in V9-10?  
A woman interested in pursuing pleasure is spiritually dead and can’t be a priority when other widows have real needs. A widow caught up in finding pleasure is not involved in serving others who are in need, and she is not obeying God’s commands.
6 But the widow who lives for pleasure is dead even while she lives.
9 No widow may be put on the list of widows unless she is over sixty, has been faithful to her husband,

10 and is well known for her good deeds, such as bringing up children, showing hospitality, washing the feet of the Lord’s people, helping those in trouble and devoting herself to all kinds of good deeds.


c)  Just as Timothy had to exercise discernment about who should receive the support of the church, we must discern to whom we should give support. How do you make that decision?
Through much prayer to determine who is truly in need, reading Scripture on the topic, talking to mature believers who know the situation and the people involved, talking to those who have direct contact (pastors, staff) in the church with the person in need, reviewing past behavior and practices of the person, noting how the person responds and whether this is Godly. 
SECTION II: Read 1 Timothy 5:11-15
5.  a)  From V11-13, what are the reasons Paul gives for not providing support to younger widows?
Younger widows may be distracted from first serving Christ because they might be drawn to remarry. Their devotion to God is diluted by being more devoted to a new husband. Young widows not focused on God are inclined to become idle and busybodies who gossip and talk nonsense. They have too much time on their hands and aren’t dedicated to serving others.
11 As for younger widows, do not put them on such a list. For when their sensual desires overcome their dedication to Christ, they want to marry. 12 Thus they bring judgment on themselves, because they have broken their first pledge. 13 Besides, they get into the habit of being idle and going about from house to house. And not only do they become idlers, but also busybodies who talk nonsense, saying things they ought not to.

b)  What, if anything, competes in your life with your dedication to Christ?
Time spent working, time with Duane, and not devoting myself to prayer above other demands.

c)  Why do you think Paul was so concerned with preventing gossip and slander?
Gossip and slander can destroy a church and the people in it. Gossip is disobedient to God and stands in the place of how God sees a person. God knows what is prompting the person, and gossip usually undermines the reputation of the recipient, but also the tattletale. In establishing the Christian church, wrong and offensive information gives an opening for satan to destroy new seekers and believers in the faith who are vulnerable and don’t yet know how to discern Truth without God-ordained, honest teaching and preaching.
6.  a)  From V14-15, what does Paul counsel the younger widows to do?  
Paul suggests younger widows marry, have children, and manage their homes so that they are not tempted by the enemy to defame others and fall into the stronghold of evil.
14 So I counsel younger widows to marry, to have children, to manage their homes and to give the enemy no opportunity for slander. 15 Some have in fact already turned away to follow Satan.


b)  When you are idle or have too much time on your hands, what temptations do you face?  What are some things you could do to combat these temptations and honor God with your spare time?
I begin to succumb to the temptations of appealing things:  too much interest in looking good on the outside, not always being a good steward of God’s resources, watching TV for uninspiring entertainment, not being grateful for how He supports and protects me, too focused on myself rather than on serving others, and not spending enough time in the Word.
SECTION III: Read 1 Timothy 5:17-25
7.  a)  From V17, what are the roles of the elders who are worthy of double honor?
Elders who direct the many activities and decisions of the church and who also preach and teach.
17 The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of double honor, especially those whose work is preaching and teaching.

b)  Summarize how these elders are to be treated according to V18-20?

Those in the Lord’s service who preach and teach should not be impeded and should be compensated for their work. If someone accuses an elder in his role, the accusation must be brought by 2 or 3 witnesses. Where an elder is sinning, he is to be reproved before everyone so that others can be warned. 
18 For Scripture says, “Do not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain,” and “The worker deserves his wages.” 19 Do not entertain an accusation against an elder unless it is brought by two or three witnesses. 20 But those elders who are sinning you are to reprove before everyone, so that the others may take warning. 21 I charge you, in the sight of God and Christ Jesus and the elect angels, to keep these instructions without partiality, and to do nothing out of favoritism.
8.  How is Timothy to carry out Paul’s instructions (V21)?  
Paul charges Timothy in the sight of God, Jesus, and the elect angels to abide by these instructions, to remain impartial, and not play favorites.
21 I charge you, in the sight of God and Christ Jesus and the elect angels, to keep these instructions without partiality, and to do nothing out of favoritism.
9.  If V22 relates to the selection of elders, what do you think it means?
Elders who are considered to be ordained are to be watched for how they operate, for their character, and how they respond over time when they’re tested. They and Timothy are not to be a part of the sins of others and are to stay pure.
22 Do not be hasty in the laying on of hands, and do not share in the sins of others. Keep yourself pure.
10.
What more do you learn about Timothy from V23?
Timothy must have stomach problems and doesn’t seem to be in robust health, but is prone to illnesses. Paul advises him to tend to himself in a practical way.
23 Stop drinking only water, and use a little wine because of your stomach and your frequent illnesses.
11.
Write a spiritual truth from V24-25.
Hidden sin eventually becomes just as obvious as good deeds.

We are all sinners, but some make their sin obvious and evident and judgment lies ahead for them, while others have hidden sins that need to be discerned. In the same way, good deeds become known sooner or later.
24 The sins of some are obvious, reaching the place of judgment ahead of them; the sins of others trail behind them. 25 In the same way, good deeds are obvious, and even those that are not obvious cannot remain hidden forever.
12.
Formulate a prayer for those in your midst who are in need and ask God to give you wisdom in how you’re to respond.
Lord Jesus, give me a more and more sensitive heart for those in need. I pray, You will help me discern how to tend to those You put in my path so that I obey You and am careful to serve those in real need. Lord, I ask that the Holy Spirit will show me with whom I’m to minister. May I need seek recognition, reward, or a reciprocal response, but may my joy be in Your provision and that You’ve used me in some way. Amen.


DIGGING DEEPER

1.  Scripture is full of passages about the blessing and necessity of giving to those in need. Mine for nuggets of truth in these verses and summarize each of them. 
Psalm 37:26
Those walking in faith, with time and attention to offer, tend to be generous, and by being good models bless their children who then bless others.
26 They are always generous and lend freely; their children will be a blessing.
Matthew 6:1-4
Those who give to others as unto the Lord receive a righteous reward from the Father. Those who give from the wrong motivations have already received their reward.
1 “Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. 2 “So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. 3 But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.
2 Corinthians 8:14
The Lord’s bountiful plan is for those with plenty to give to those in need, which may indeed be circular. God’s goal if for us to honor each other equally.
14 At the present time your plenty will supply what they need, so that in turn their plenty will supply what you need. The goal is equality,
2 Corinthians 9:7
Give to the Lord with joy and give to others with the same joy, without feeling reluctant or compelled. “God loves a cheerful giver.”

7 Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

1 John 3:17
Those who have the means to give but do not have compassion for those in need, do not show the love of God.
17 If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person?

2.  Read or skim the book of Ruth. Search for and comment on any interesting examples of Paul’s teaching on widows in Chapter 5 as seen in the lives of:
- Naomi – lost her husband and sons who would take care of her. She would be unprotected in her society as a widow. But Ruth defied social custom and stayed with her mother-in-law.
- Ruth – committed herself to Naomi and did not seek her own interests, but pledged to care for Naomi. Ruth and Boaz married and are ancestors of Jesus.   (Matthew 1:1-16)
- Boaz – made an honorable choice to care for both Naomi and Ruth because they were in need, and he thoughtfully handled the situation so that they were cared for for the rest of their lives. Boaz handled the situation appropriately and was also a cheerful giver.
Ruth 1

Naomi Loses Her Husband and Sons

 1 In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land. So a man from Bethlehem in Judah, together with his wife and two sons, went to live for a while in the country of Moab. 2 The man’s name was Elimelek, his wife’s name was Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and Kilion. They were Ephrathites from Bethlehem, Judah. And they went to Moab and lived there. 

 3 Now Elimelek, Naomi’s husband, died, and she was left with her two sons. 4 They married Moabite women, one named Orpah and the other Ruth. After they had lived there about ten years, 5 both Mahlon and Kilion also died, and Naomi was left without her two sons and her husband. 

Naomi and Ruth Return to Bethlehem

 6 When Naomi heard in Moab that the LORD had come to the aid of his people by providing food for them, she and her daughters-in-law prepared to return home from there. 7 With her two daughters-in-law she left the place where she had been living and set out on the road that would take them back to the land of Judah. 

 8 Then Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go back, each of you, to your mother’s home. May the LORD show you kindness, as you have shown kindness to your dead husbands and to me. 9 May the LORD grant that each of you will find rest in the home of another husband.” 

   Then she kissed them goodbye and they wept aloud 10 and said to her, “We will go back with you to your people.” 

 11 But Naomi said, “Return home, my daughters. Why would you come with me? Am I going to have any more sons, who could become your husbands? 12 Return home, my daughters; I am too old to have another husband. Even if I thought there was still hope for me—even if I had a husband tonight and then gave birth to sons— 13 would you wait until they grew up? Would you remain unmarried for them? No, my daughters. It is more bitter for me than for you, because the LORD’s hand has turned against me!” 

 14 At this they wept aloud again. Then Orpah kissed her mother-in-law goodbye, but Ruth clung to her. 

 15 “Look,” said Naomi, “your sister-in-law is going back to her people and her gods. Go back with her.” 

 16 But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God. 17 Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried. May the LORD deal with me, be it ever so severely, if even death separates you and me.” 18 When Naomi realized that Ruth was determined to go with her, she stopped urging her. 

 19 So the two women went on until they came to Bethlehem. When they arrived in Bethlehem, the whole town was stirred because of them, and the women exclaimed, “Can this be Naomi?” 

 20 “Don’t call me Naomi,” she told them. “Call me Mara, because the Almighty has made my life very bitter. 21 I went away full, but the LORD has brought me back empty. Why call me Naomi? The LORD has afflicted me; the Almighty has brought misfortune upon me.” 

 22 So Naomi returned from Moab accompanied by Ruth the Moabite, her daughter-in-law, arriving in Bethlehem as the barley harvest was beginning. 

Ruth 2

Ruth Meets Boaz in the Grain Field

1 Now Naomi had a relative on her husband’s side, a man of standing from the clan of Elimelek, whose name was Boaz. 

2 And Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi, “Let me go to the fields and pick up the leftover grain behind anyone in whose eyes I find favor.” 

Naomi said to her, “Go ahead, my daughter.” 3 So she went out, entered a field and began to glean behind the harvesters. As it turned out, she was working in a field belonging to Boaz, who was from the clan of Elimelek. 

 4 Just then Boaz arrived from Bethlehem and greeted the harvesters, “The LORD be with you!” 

   “The LORD bless you!” they answered. 

 5 Boaz asked the overseer of his harvesters, “Who does that young woman belong to?” 

 6 The overseer replied, “She is the Moabite who came back from Moab with Naomi. 7 She said, ‘Please let me glean and gather among the sheaves behind the harvesters.’ She came into the field and has remained here from morning till now, except for a short rest in the shelter.” 

 8 So Boaz said to Ruth, “My daughter, listen to me. Don’t go and glean in another field and don’t go away from here. Stay here with the women who work for me. 9 Watch the field where the men are harvesting, and follow along after the women. I have told the men not to lay a hand on you. And whenever you are thirsty, go and get a drink from the water jars the men have filled.” 

 10 At this, she bowed down with her face to the ground. She asked him, “Why have I found such favor in your eyes that you notice me—a foreigner?” 

 11 Boaz replied, “I’ve been told all about what you have done for your mother-in-law since the death of your husband—how you left your father and mother and your homeland and came to live with a people you did not know before. 12 May the LORD repay you for what you have done. May you be richly rewarded by the LORD, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to take refuge.” 

 13 “May I continue to find favor in your eyes, my lord,” she said. “You have put me at ease by speaking kindly to your servant—though I do not have the standing of one of your servants.” 

 14 At mealtime Boaz said to her, “Come over here. Have some bread and dip it in the wine vinegar.” 

When she sat down with the harvesters, he offered her some roasted grain. She ate all she wanted and had some left over. 15 As she got up to glean, Boaz gave orders to his men, “Let her gather among the sheaves and don’t reprimand her. 16 Even pull out some stalks for her from the bundles and leave them for her to pick up, and don’t rebuke her.” 

 17 So Ruth gleaned in the field until evening. Then she threshed the barley she had gathered, and it amounted to about an ephah. 18 She carried it back to town, and her mother-in-law saw how much she had gathered. Ruth also brought out and gave her what she had left over after she had eaten enough. 

 19 Her mother-in-law asked her, “Where did you glean today? Where did you work? Blessed be the man who took notice of you!” 

Then Ruth told her mother-in-law about the one at whose place she had been working. “The name of the man I worked with today is Boaz,” she said. 

 20 “The LORD bless him!” Naomi said to her daughter-in-law. “He has not stopped showing his kindness to the living and the dead.” She added, “That man is our close relative; he is one of our guardian-redeemers.” 

 21 Then Ruth the Moabite said, “He even said to me, ‘Stay with my workers until they finish harvesting all my grain.’” 

 22 Naomi said to Ruth her daughter-in-law, “It will be good for you, my daughter, to go with the women who work for him, because in someone else’s field you might be harmed.” 

 23 So Ruth stayed close to the women of Boaz to glean until the barley and wheat harvests were finished. And she lived with her mother-in-law. 
Ruth 3

Ruth and Boaz at the Threshing Floor

 1 One day Ruth’s mother-in-law Naomi said to her, “My daughter, I must find a home for you, where you will be well provided for. 2 Now Boaz, with whose women you have worked, is a relative of ours. Tonight he will be winnowing barley on the threshing floor. 3 Wash, put on perfume, and get dressed in your best clothes. Then go down to the threshing floor, but don’t let him know you are there until he has finished eating and drinking. 4 When he lies down, note the place where he is lying. Then go and uncover his feet and lie down. He will tell you what to do.” 

 5 “I will do whatever you say,” Ruth answered. 6 So she went down to the threshing floor and did everything her mother-in-law told her to do. 

 7 When Boaz had finished eating and drinking and was in good spirits, he went over to lie down at the far end of the grain pile. Ruth approached quietly, uncovered his feet and lay down. 8 In the middle of the night something startled the man; he turned—and there was a woman lying at his feet! 

 9 “Who are you?” he asked. 

   “I am your servant Ruth,” she said. “Spread the corner of your garment over me, since you are a guardian-redeemer of our family.” 

 10 “The LORD bless you, my daughter,” he replied. “This kindness is greater than that which you showed earlier: You have not run after the younger men, whether rich or poor. 11 And now, my daughter, don’t be afraid. I will do for you all you ask. All the people of my town know that you are a woman of noble character. 12 Although it is true that I am a guardian-redeemer of our family, there is another who is more closely related than I. 13 Stay here for the night, and in the morning if he wants to do his duty as your guardian-redeemer, good; let him redeem you. But if he is not willing, as surely as the LORD lives I will do it. Lie here until morning.” 

 14 So she lay at his feet until morning, but got up before anyone could be recognized; and he said, “No one must know that a woman came to the threshing floor.” 

 15 He also said, “Bring me the shawl you are wearing and hold it out.” When she did so, he poured into it six measures of barley and placed the bundle on her. Then he went back to town. 

 16 When Ruth came to her mother-in-law, Naomi asked, “How did it go, my daughter?” 

Then she told her everything Boaz had done for her 17 and added, “He gave me these six measures of barley, saying, ‘Don’t go back to your mother-in-law empty-handed.’” 

 18 Then Naomi said, “Wait, my daughter, until you find out what happens. For the man will not rest until the matter is settled today.” 
Ruth 4

Boaz Marries Ruth

 1 Meanwhile Boaz went up to the town gate and sat down there just as the guardian-redeemer he had mentioned came along. Boaz said, “Come over here, my friend, and sit down.” So he went over and sat down. 

 2 Boaz took ten of the elders of the town and said, “Sit here,” and they did so. 3 Then he said to the guardian-redeemer, “Naomi, who has come back from Moab, is selling the piece of land that belonged to our relative Elimelek. 4 I thought I should bring the matter to your attention and suggest that you buy it in the presence of these seated here and in the presence of the elders of my people. If you will redeem it, do so. But if you will not, tell me, so I will know. For no one has the right to do it except you, and I am next in line.” 

   “I will redeem it,” he said. 

 5 Then Boaz said, “On the day you buy the land from Naomi, you also acquire Ruth the Moabite, the dead man’s widow, in order to maintain the name of the dead with his property.” 

 6 At this, the guardian-redeemer said, “Then I cannot redeem it because I might endanger my own estate. You redeem it yourself. I cannot do it.” 

 7 (Now in earlier times in Israel, for the redemption and transfer of property to become final, one party took off his sandal and gave it to the other. This was the method of legalizing transactions in Israel.) 

 8 So the guardian-redeemer said to Boaz, “Buy it yourself.” And he removed his sandal. 

 9 Then Boaz announced to the elders and all the people, “Today you are witnesses that I have bought from Naomi all the property of Elimelek, Kilion and Mahlon. 10 I have also acquired Ruth the Moabite, Mahlon’s widow, as my wife, in order to maintain the name of the dead with his property, so that his name will not disappear from among his family or from his hometown. Today you are witnesses!” 

 11 Then the elders and all the people at the gate said, “We are witnesses. May the LORD make the woman who is coming into your home like Rachel and Leah, who together built up the family of Israel. May you have standing in Ephrathah and be famous in Bethlehem. 12 Through the offspring the LORD gives you by this young woman, may your family be like that of Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah.” 

Naomi Gains a Son

 13 So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. When he made love to her, the LORD enabled her to conceive, and she gave birth to a son. 14 The women said to Naomi: “Praise be to the LORD, who this day has not left you without a guardian-redeemer. May he become famous throughout Israel! 15 He will renew your life and sustain you in your old age. For your daughter-in-law, who loves you and who is better to you than seven sons, has given him birth.” 

 16 Then Naomi took the child in her arms and cared for him. 17 The women living there said, “Naomi has a son!” And they named him Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the father of David. 

The Genealogy of David

 18 This, then, is the family line of Perez: 

   Perez was the father of Hezron, 

 19 Hezron the father of Ram, 

   Ram the father of Amminadab, 

 20 Amminadab the father of Nahshon, 

   Nahshon the father of Salmon, 
 21 Salmon the father of Boaz, 

   Boaz the father of Obed, 

 22 Obed the father of Jesse, 

   and Jesse the father of David. 
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