
In the Gospels we read about a strained relationship between 
-HVXV� DQG� WKH� 3KDULVHHV�� $W� ğUVW� VLJKW� LW� DSSHDUV� WKDW� -HVXV� LV�
RYHUO\� FULWLFDO� RI� WKHVH� JX\V�� +H� FDOOV� WKHP� QDPHV� OLNH� ŃZKLWH�
ZDVKHG�WRPEVń�RU�ŃD�EURRG�RI�YLSHUV�ń�+H�VD\V�WKH\�DUH�Ń\HDVW�ń�
ŃK\SRFULWHV�ń�DQG�WKH�OLVW�JRHV�RQ��7KH�UHODWLRQVKLS�LV�VR�QHJDWLYH�
WKDW�WKH�3KDULVHHV�EHJLQ�WR� ORRN�IRU�D�ZD\�WR�NLOO�-HVXV��$W�ğUVW�
JODQFH� LW�DSSHDUV� WKDW� -HVXVł� LQGLFWPHQW�RI� WKHP� LV�XQPHULWHG��
:KDW� FDXVHG� WKLV� UHODWLRQDO� WHQVLRQ"� 7KH� VWUDLQHG� UHODWLRQVKLS�
HPHUJHG�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�UHOLJLRXV�IDÍDGH�RI�WKH�3KDULVHHV��

<RX�VHH��RQ�WKH�RXWVLGH�WKH�3KDULVHHV�ORRNHG�OLNH�WKH\�KDG�LW�DOO�
WRJHWKHU��7KH\�ORRNHG�OLNH�WKH�PRGHO�WR�IROORZ�LI�\RX�ZDQWHG�WR�
EH�FORVHU�WR�*RG��%XW�-HVXV�NQHZ�WKDW�RQ�WKH�LQVLGH��WKHLU�KHDUWV�
ZHUH�IDU�IURP�*RG��7KH�3KDULVHHV�FDUHG�PRUH�DERXW�ZKDW�RWKHUV�
WKRXJKW�RI� WKHP� WKDQ� WKHLU� UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�*RG�� DQG� WKDW� LV�
ZK\�-HVXV�ZDV�VR�FULWLFDO��7KH\�ZHUH�VHOI�ULJKWHRXV�UHOLJLRXV�PHQ�

%XW� EHIRUH� ZH� SRLQW� RXU� ğQJHUV� DW� WKHP�ZH� QHHG� WR� DGGUHVV�
VRPH�RI�RXU�RZQ�VHOI�ULJKWHRXVQHVV��6HOI�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�LV�VXFK�
D� EURDG� FDWHJRU\�� DQG� DOWKRXJK� ZH� PD\� QRW� EH� FRPSDUDEOH�
WR� WKH� 3KDULVHHV�� ZH� KDYH� RXU� RZQ� DUHDV� RI� ZHDNQHVV�� 6HOI�
ULJKWHRXVQHVV� FRPHV� RXW� LQ� WKH� VPDOO� WKLQJV� LQ� RXU� OLIHŌLQ�
RXU� WKRXJKWV�RU� VWDWHPHQWV� OLNH�� Ń,� FDQłW�EHOLHYH� WKDW�SHUVRQ� LV�
VWLOO�ZDWHULQJ�WKHLU� ODZQ��GRQłW�WKH\�NQRZ�ZHłUH� LQ�D�GURXJKW"ń�
2U� Ń0\�JUDQGFKLOGUHQ�ZRXOG�QHYHU�DFW� OLNH� WKDW�ń�2U� Ń+DV� WKDW�
SHUVRQ�HYHU� WKRXJKW�DERXW�D� OLWWOH�GLHW�DQG�H[HUFLVH"ń�1RZ�,łP�
VXUH�QRQH�RI� \RX�KDYH�HYHU� WKRXJKW�DQ\�RI� WKHVH� WKLQJV��EXW� ,�
KDYH��DQG�ZKHQ�ZH� WKLQN� WKRXJKWV� OLNH� WKHVH��RU�PDNH� VLPLODU�
FRPPHQWV��ZHłUH�EHLQJ�OLNH�VHOI�ULJKWHRXV�SHRSOH��

7KHUH� LV�D�VROXWLRQ�WR�RXU�SUREOHP�DQG�LWłV� WKH�*RVSHO�RI�-HVXV�
&KULVW�� ,Q� WKH� ğUVW� WKUHH� FKDSWHUV� RI� 5RPDQV�� 3DXO� VKDUHV� WKH�
OLIH�WUDQVIRUPLQJ�SRZHU�RI�WKH�*RVSHO��/DVW�ZHHN�ZH�VDZ��DW�WKH�
HQG�RI�5RPDQV���� WKDW� LI�D�SHUVRQ�UHMHFWV� WKH�*RVSHO��*RG�ZLOO�
KDQG�WKHP�RYHU�WR�WKHLU�VLQIXO�GHVLUHV�DQG�WKH\�ZLOO�VSLUDO�IXUWKHU�
GRZQZDUG�LQWR�WKHLU�EURNHQQHVV�DQG�VLQ��1RZ�LQ�FKDSWHU����3DXO�
VKLIWV�RXU�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�SHRSOH�ZKR�ORRN�OLNH�SUHWW\�JRRG�SHRSOH��
7KH\łUH� PRUDO�� UXOH�IROORZLQJ� SHRSOH� ZKR� ZHUH� D� SDUW� RI� WKH�
FKXUFK�LQ�5RPH��7KH�SUREOHP�ZDV�WKDW�WKH\�WKRXJKW�WKH\�ZHUH�
EHWWHU� WKDQ� HYHU\RQH� HOVH��:H�NQRZ� WKLV� DERXW� WKHP�EHFDXVH�
WKH\�SDVVHG� MXGJPHQW�RQ�RWKHUV�� 7KH\�ZHUH�EDVLFDOO\� QRPLQDO�
&KULVWLDQV�ZKR� DWWHQGHG�ZHHNO\� EXW� QHYHU� HPEUDFHG� WKH� OLIH�
FKDQJLQJ�SRZHU�RI�WKH�*RVSHO�

7XUQ� ZLWK�PH� WR� 5RPDQV� FKDSWHU� �� ZKHUH� 3DXO� VKLIWV� KLV� DW�
WHQWLRQ� WR� WKLV� QHZ� JURXS� RI� SHRSOH�� 7KHVH� YHUVHV� JLYH� XV� DQ�

RSSRUWXQLW\� WR� H[DPLQH� RXU� RZQ� OLYHV��:H� JHW� WKH� KDUG� WDVN�
RI� ORRNLQJ� GHHS� LQWR� RXU� RZQ� KHDUW� DQG� H[DPLQLQJ� RXU� LQQHU�
WKRXJKWV��2QO\�ZKHQ�ZH�H[SRVH�RXU�RZQ�KHDUW�FDQ�ZH�DVN�LI�ZH�
DUH�PDNLQJ�RXUVHOYHV�RXW� WR�EH�EHWWHU� WKDQ�ZH� UHDOO\�DUH��$QG�
ZKHQ�RXU�KHDUW�LV�H[SRVHG��DQG�LI�WKH�DQVZHU�LV�Ń\HV�ń�ZKDW�FDQ�
ZH�GR�WR�EULQJ�DERXW�FKDQJH�LQ�RXU�OLYHV"

God’s Judgment is Inescapable
3DXO�EHJLQV�WKLV�VHFWLRQ�RI�6FULSWXUH�E\�H[SODLQLQJ�ZKDW�KDSSHQV�
ZKHQ�ZH�SDVV�MXGJPHQW�RQ�RWKHUV�

You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judg-
ment on someone else, for at whatever point you 
judge another, you are condemning yourself, be-
cause you who pass judgment do the same things 
(Rom. 2:1).

7KH�ZRUG�ŃWKHUHIRUHń�FRQQHFWV�XV�WR�WKH�SUHYLRXV�FKDSWHU��ZKHQ�
WKH�%LEOH�ZDV�RULJLQDOO\�ZULWWHQ�� WKHUH�ZHUH�QR�FKDSWHU�EUHDNV�
OLNH�ZH�KDYH�WRGD\��6R�ZKR�LV�WKH�Ń\RXń�3DXO�LV�DGGUHVVLQJ�KHUH"�
7KH�OHWWHU�ZDV�ZULWWHQ�WR�WKH�FKXUFK�LQ�5RPH��QRW�WR�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO�
SHUVRQ��,Q�WKH�ğUVW�IRXU�YHUVHV�3DXO�LV�JRLQJ�WR�DGGUHVV�Ń\RX�ń�RU�D�
YDULDWLRQ�RI�LW�����WLPHV��7KLV�SHUVRQ�LV�PRVW�OLNHO\�DQ�LPDJLQDU\�
FKDUDFWHU�ZKR�WKH�DSRVWOH�HQJDJHV�LQ�WKLV�FRQYHUVDWLRQ��

/HW�PH�VD\�WKLV�� WKH�PHDQLQJ�RI�ŃSDVV� MXGJPHQWń� LV�QRW�PHUHO\�
D� UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI� VLPSO\� VD\LQJ� ŃWKDWłV�ZURQJ�ń�*RG�H[SHFWV�+LV�
SHRSOH�WR�LGHQWLI\�HYLO�DQG�VWDQG�XS�IRU�ZKDWłV�ULJKW��EXW�WKDWłV�
QRW� ZKDW� 3DXO� LV� VD\LQJ�� 7KH� SHRSOH� 3DXO� LV� DGGUHVVLQJ� ZHUH�
SDVVLQJ�MXGJPHQW�RQ�RWKHUV�WR�PDNH�WKHPVHOYHV�IHHO�EHWWHU��3DXO�
XQFRYHUV�D�FRPPRQ�KXPDQ�VKRUWFRPLQJ��QDPHO\�RXU�WHQGHQF\�
WR�EH�FULWLFDO�RI�HYHU\ERG\�H[FHSW�RXUVHOYHV��7KLQN�DERXW�LW��ZH�
KDYH�D�NHHQ�DELOLW\�WR�SRLQW�RXW�LQ�RWKHUV�WKH�IDXOWV�ZH�VHH�LQ�RXU�
VHOYHV��:H�H[SRVH�WKH�VKRUWFRPLQJV�RI�RWKHUV�ZKLOH�FRQFHDOLQJ�
RXU�RZQ�VLPLODU�VKRUWFRPLQJV��7KLV�WHQGHQF\�ZDV�PDGH�SRSXODU�
LQ���WK�FHQWXU\�SV\FKRORJ\�E\�)UHXG�DQG�LV�FDOOHG�ŃSURMHFWLRQ�ń�
but we see that Paul described it centuries before.

,W�UHPLQGV�PH�RI�DQ�HQFRXQWHU�WKDW�RFFXUUHG�EHWZHHQ�WKH�NLQJ�
RI�,VUDHO�DQG�WKH�SURSKHW�1DWKDQ�LQ�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW��1DWKDQ�
FDPH�WR�.LQJ�'DYLG�DQG�VKDUHG�D�VKRUW�VWRU\�DERXW�D�ULFK�PDQ�
DQG� D� SRRU�PDQ�� 7KH� ULFK�PDQ� KDG� D� KXJH� IDUP� DQG� WRQV� RI�
OLYHVWRFN��EXW� WKH�SRRU�PDQ�KDG�RQO\�RQH� OLWWOH� VKHHS�DQG� WKLV�
VKHHS�ZDV�OLNH�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�IDPLO\�WR�KLP��7KH�ULFK�PDQ�KDG�
D�JXHVW�LQ�WRZQ��EXW�KH�GLGQłW�ZDQW�WR�WXUQ�DQ\�RI�KLV�FRZV�LQWR�
KDPEXUJHU�VR�KH�ZHQW�WR�WKH�SRRU�PDQ�DQG�IRUFHIXOO\�WRRN�KLV�
RQO\�VKHHS�IRU�KLV�JXHVWłV�GLQQHU��'DYLG�EXUQHG�ZLWK�DQJHU�DQG�
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LQVWDQWO\�FRQGHPQHG�WKH�PDQ��7KHQ�1DWKDQ�H[WHQGHG�D�SRLQWHG�
ğQJHU�DW�'DYLGłV�FKHVW�DQG�UHYHDOHG�WR�KLP�WKDW�KH��'DYLG��ZDV�
WKH� ULFK�PDQ� LQ� WKH� VWRU\�� <RX� VHH��'DYLG� FRPPLWWHG� DGXOWHU\�
ZLWK�%DWKVKHED�DQG�NLOOHG�KHU�KXVEDQG�WR�FRYHU�XS�KLV�VLQ��EXW�
KH�ZDV�VR�YHU\�TXLFN�WR�MXGJH�WKH�RWKHU�PDQ�LQ�WKH�ğFWLRQDO�VWRU\�

,�ğQG�WKDW�,�DP�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�ğQG�IDXOW�ZLWK�P\�FKLOGUHQ�IRU�WKLQJV�
,�VWUXJJOH�ZLWK�P\VHOI�WKDQ�IRU�LVVXHV�,�GRQłW�WHQG�WR�VWUXJJOH�ZLWK��
/HW�PH�JLYH�\RX�DQ�H[DPSOH��2QH�RI�P\�GDXJKWHUV�LV�FRQVWDQWO\�
VD\LQJ��Ń,�ZDQW�ń� �:KHQ�VKH�VD\V�WKLV� ,�JHW�XSVHW��EXW�HDFK�WLPH�
WKHVH�ZRUGV�OHDYH�KHU�PRXWK�,�JHW�LQFUHDVLQJO\�XSVHW��$V�,łYH�H[�
DPLQHG� WKLV� ,łYH� UHDOL]HG� WKH� IDLOXUH� OLHV�ZLWKLQ�PH��0\�GLVJXVW�
ZLWK�P\�GDXJKWHUłV�ZRUGV�LV�D�GLUHFW�UHĠHFWLRQ�RI�P\�RZQ�VHOI�
LVKQHVV��6KH�KHDUV�PH�VD\��Ń,�ZDQW�D�QHZ�L3KRQH�ń�Ń,�ZDQW�D�QHZ�
*R3UR�ń�,�DP�WKH�K\SRFULWH��,�DP�FRQGHPQLQJ�P\�GDXJKWHU�IRU�P\�
IDLOXUH��$V�,�VDLG�HDUOLHU��ZH�DUH�IDU�TXLFNHU�WR�MXGJH�RWKHUV�WKDQ�ZH�
DUH�WR�MXGJH�RXUVHOYHV��DQG�E\�GRLQJ�VR�ZH�FRQGHPQ�RXUVHOYHV�

:H�MXGJH�RWKHUV�EDVHG�RQ�KXPDQ�VWDQGDUGV��EXW�WKDQNIXOO\�*RG�
MXGJHV�XV�EDVHG�XSRQ�WKH�WUXWK�

Now we know that God’s judgment against those 
ZKR�GR�VXFK�WKLQJV�LV�EDVHG�RQ�WUXWK�b6R�ZKHQ�\RX��
a mere human being, pass judgment on them and 
yet do the same things, do you think you will es-
cape God’s judgment? Or do you show contempt 
for the riches of his kindness, forbearance and 
patience, not realizing that God’s kindness is in-
tended to lead you to repentance? (verses 2–4).

3DXOłV� UHDGHUV� ZRXOG� KDYH� DJUHHG� WKDW� WKH\� FRXOG� QRW� HVFDSH�
*RGłV� ULJKWHRXV� MXGJPHQW��*RGłV� MXGJPHQW� LV� LQHVFDSDEOH��:H�
ZLOO�DOO�IDFH�*RGłV�MXGJPHQW�RQH�GD\��EXW�UHPHPEHU�WKDW�*RGłV�
MXGJPHQW�LV�EDVHG�RQ�WUXWK��,Q�WKH�6HUPRQ�RQ�WKH�0RXQW��-HVXV�
VDLG��“Do not judge, or you too will be judged.”�7KH�MXGJPHQW�KHUH�
LV�LQ�UHIHUHQFH�WR�MXGJLQJ�RWKHU�SHRSOH��,WłV�WKH�FULWLFDO�VSLULW�ZHłYH�
EHHQ�WDONLQJ�DERXW�WKDW�IRFXVHV�RXU�DWWHQWLRQ�RQ�MXGJLQJ�RWKHUV�
ZKLOH�IDLOLQJ�WR�DGGUHVV�RXU�RZQ�MXQN��7KLV�ZRXOG�EH�D�GRXEOH�
VWDQGDUG�RI�EHKDYLRU�RU�PRUH�VLPSO\�VWDWHG��WKLV�LV�K\SRFULV\�

7KH�DQVZHU�WR�WKH�TXHVWLRQV�LQ�YHUVHV���DQG���IRU�WKHVH�SHRSOH�
ZKR� WKLQN� WKH\�DUH�EHWWHU� WKDQ�RWKHUV� LV� LQ�ERWK�FDVHV�DQ�HP�
SKDWLF�Ń\HV�ń�1RWLFH�WKDW�LQ�ERWK�VLWXDWLRQV�LW�LV�VDLG�WKDW�ZH�GR�
WKH�VDPH�WKLQJV��7KH�%LEOLFDO�VFKRODU�-RKQ�6WRWW�SXW� LW� OLNH�WKLV��
Ń:H�ZRUN�RXUVHOYHV�XS�LQWR�D�VWDWH�RI�VHOI�ULJKWHRXV�LQGLJQDWLRQ�
RYHU� WKH� GLVJUDFHIXO� EHKDYLRU� RI� RWKHU� SHRSOH�� ZKLOH� WKH� YHU\�
VDPH�EHKDYLRU�VHHPV�QRW�QHDUO\�VR�VHULRXV�ZKHQ�LW�LV�RXUV��UDWKHU�
WKDQ�WKHLUV�ń�

7KDQNIXOO\��WKHUH�LV�KRSH��*RGłV�NLQGQHVV��DV�H[SODLQHG�DW�WKH�HQG�
RI� YHUVH���� LV� LQWHQGHG� WR� JLYH�XV� VSDFH� WR� UHSHQW��*RGłV� NLQG�
QHVV�LV�QRW�DQ�H[FXVH�WR�FRQWLQXH�OLYLQJ�D�OLIH�RI�VLQ��:KHQ�*RG�
VKRZV�+LV�NLQGQHVV�DQG�SDWLHQFH�WR�SHRSOH��+HłV�UHYHDOLQJ�SDUW�
RI�+LPVHOI�WR�KXPDQLW\��*RGłV�NLQGQHVV�LV�LQWHQGHG�WR�OHDG�XV�WR�
UHSHQWDQFH��7KLQN�DERXW�WKH�NLQGQHVV�RI�*RG�DV�H[SUHVVHG�LQ�RXU�
OLYHV��,I�*RG�LV�VR�NLQG�WR�XV��WKHQ�ZH�UHDOO\�KDYH�QR�ULJKW�WR�MXGJH�

RWKHUV�IRU�WKH�VDPH�WKLQJV�ZH�GR��7KLV�LV�DQ�DUHD�HDFK�RI�XV�FDQ�
ZRUN�RQ�WKLV�ZHHN��7KHUH�DUH�WZR�DVSHFWV�,�ZDQW�WR�SUHVHQW�IRU�
XV�WR�ZRUN�RQ��7KH�ğUVW�LV�WKH�HDVLHU�RI�WKH�WZR��WR�VWRS�SDVVLQJ�
MXGJPHQW�RQ�RWKHUV�YLD�\RXU�ZRUGV��7KLV�ZHHN��PDNH�D�FRQVFLRXV�
HIIRUW�WR�JXDUG�\RXU�VSHHFK�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�SDVVLQJ�MXGJPHQW��7KLV�
PLJKW�PHDQ� ELWLQJ� \RXU� WRQJXH�PRUH� RIWHQ�� RU� EHLQJ� YLJLODQW�
UHJDUGLQJ�\RXU�ZRUGV��,W�UHTXLUHV�D�FRQVFLRXV�HIIRUW�RI�WKLQNLQJ�
EHIRUH�VSHDNLQJ�DQG�FKRRVLQJ�\RXU�ZRUGV�FDUHIXOO\��

7KH�VHFRQG�SDUW�LV�PXFK�PRUH�GLIğFXOW�EHFDXVH�ZRUGV�DUH�VLPSO\�
D�E\�SURGXFW�RI�RXU� WKRXJKWV�� 7KH� UHDO�ZRUN� LV� DGGUHVVLQJ� WKH�
URRW�RI�WKH�SUREOHP�DQG�H[DPLQLQJ�\RXU�KHDUW��,WłV�DVNLQJ�\RXU�
VHOI� WRXJK� TXHVWLRQV� OLNH�� Ń:KHUH� DUH� WKHVH� WKRXJKWV� FRPLQJ�
IURP"ń� ,WłV� WDNLQJ�WKH�WLPH�WR�GR�VRPH�LQWHUQDO�SURFHVVLQJ�DQG�
ğQGLQJ� WKH�GHHSHU� LVVXH�RI�ZKDW�\RXłUH� VD\LQJ��<RX�PLJKW�GLV�
FRYHU�WKDW�WKH�GHHSHU�LVVXHV�DUH�SULGH��MHDORXV\��DQJHU��VHOğVKQHVV�
RU�FRYHWLQJ�ZKDW�VRPHRQH�HOVH�KDV��,WłV�GLJJLQJ�GHHS�WR�ğQG�WKH�
KLGGHQ� VLQ� DQG� FRQIURQWLQJ� WKHP� LQ� \RXU� OLIH�� ,I� \RXłUH�KDYLQJ�
D�KDUG� WLPH� LGHQWLI\LQJ� WKHVH��PDNH�D� FRPPLWPHQW� WR�SUD\LQJ�
HYHU\�PRUQLQJ�DQG�DVNLQJ�*RG�WR�UHYHDO�WKHP�WR�\RX��7R�DFFRP�
SOLVK�WKLV�ZLOO�WDNH�WLPH��EXW�LW�ZLOO�EH�VR�ZRUWK�LW�

God’s Judgment is Righteous 
:H�DOO�KDYH�RXU�RZQ�DUHDV�WR�ZRUN�RQ��EXW�XQIRUWXQDWHO\�WKHVH�
SHRSOH�FRQWLQXHG�WR�UHVLVW�*RGłV�NLQGQHVV�

But because of your stubbornness and your unre-
pentant heart, you are storing up wrath against 
yourself for the day of God’s wrath, when his righ-
teous judgment will be revealed. God “will repay 
each person according to what they have done” 
(verses 5–6).

7KH�ZRUG� WKDW� 3DXO� XVHV� KHUH� IRU� ŃVWRULQJ� XSń� LV� W\SLFDOO\� QRW�
XVHG�ZLWK�ZUDWK��,Q�IDFW��WKH�ZRUG�LV�QRUPDOO\�XVHG�IRU�VWRULQJ�
XS� D� SUHFLRXV� WUHDVXUH�� 6R�EHFDXVH�RI� WKHLU� DFWLRQV�� WKH\�ZHUH�
VWRULQJ�XS�IRU�WKHPVHOYHV�WKH�ZUDWK�RI�*RG�LQVWHDG�RI�D�SUHFLRXV�
WUHDVXUH��0RVW�VFKRODUV�WKLQN�WKDW�YHUVH���LV�D�GLUHFW�TXRWH�IURP�
3VDOP�����DOWKRXJK�3URYHUEV������� VD\V� WKH� VDPH� WKLQJ�EXW� LQ�
WKH� IRUP� RI� WKH� TXHVWLRQ�� 7KH� SURSKHWV� -HUHPLDK� DQG� +RVHD�
DOVR�VDLG�WKH�VDPH�WKLQJ��$V�\RX�UHDG�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW��\RX�
ZLOO�ğQG�WKDW�-HVXV�UHSHDWHG�LW��VR�GLG�3DXO��DQG�LWłV�LQ�WKH�ERRN�
RI�5HYHODWLRQ��/HWłV�QRW�JHW�KXQJ�XS�RQ�ZKHUH�3DXO�LV�TXRWLQJ�LW�
IURP�EXW�VHH�ZKDW�LW�PHDQV�IRU�RXU�OLIH��

:KDW�ZHłUH� UHDOO\� WDONLQJ� DERXW� KHUH� LV� WKH� SULQFLSOH� RI� H[DFW�
UHWULEXWLRQ��,Q�YHUVH���WKHUH�LV�DQ�DOOXVLRQ�WR�D�GD\�RI�MXGJPHQW�
WKDW�ZLOO�FRPH��:KHQ�WKDW�GD\�FRPHV�*RG�ZLOO� MXGJH�XV�EDVHG�
RQ�WKH�ZD\�ZH�KDYH�MXGJHG��-HVXV�DOVR�WDONHG�DERXW�WKLV�LQ�WKH�
6HUPRQ�RQ�WKH�0RXQW�ZKHUH�+H�VD\V��“For in the same way you 
judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, 
it will be measured to you” �0DWW��������)RU�RXU�HQWLUH�OLYHV�HDFK�
RI�XV�KDV�XVHG�D�VWDQGDUG�RI�MXGJPHQW�WR�VLIW�DQG�VRUW�WKLQJV�RXW��
:H�DOO�KDYH�KLGGHQ�LVVXHV�DQG�VHFUHWV��EXW�RQ�WKH�ODVW�GD\�WKHVH�
KLGGHQ�WKLQJV�ZLOO�EH�PDGH�NQRZQ�LQ�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�&KULVW��



1RZ�GRQłW�EHJLQ�WKLQNLQJ�WKDW�3DXO�KDV�ORVW�KLV�PLQG�DQG�LV�WDONLQJ�
DERXW�VDOYDWLRQ�E\�ZRUNV��ZKLFK�KH�LV�QRW��EHFDXVH�WKLV�VHFWLRQ�RI�
6FULSWXUH�LV�QRW�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�VDOYDWLRQ��3DXO�LV�WDONLQJ�DERXW�MXGJ�
PHQW�LQ�WKLV�VHFWLRQ��.HHS�WKLV�LQ�PLQG�DV�ZH�FRQWLQXH�UHDGLQJ�

To those who by persistence in doing good seek 
glory, honor and immortality, he will give eternal 
life. But for those who are self-seeking and who 
reject the truth and follow evil, there will be wrath 
and anger. There will be trouble and distress for 
HYHU\�KXPDQ�EHLQJ�ZKR�GRHV�HYLO��ğUVW�IRU�WKH�-HZ��
then for the Gentile; but glory, honor and peace 
IRU�HYHU\RQH�ZKR�GRHV�JRRG��ğUVW�IRU�WKH�-HZ��WKHQ�
for the Gentile. For God does not show favoritism 
(verses 7–11).

7KHVH�YHUVHV�HODERUDWH�RQ�YHUVH����PDLQO\�RQ�WKH�SULQFLSOH�WKDW�
*RG�ZLOO�MXGJH�XV�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�ZD\�ZH�KDYH�MXGJHG�RWKHUV��7KLV�
LV�HQRXJK�WR�PDNH�XV�H[DPLQH�RXU�RZQ�WKRXJKWV�DQG�DFWLRQV��

�,Q�SDUDOOHO�VHQWHQFHV�3DXO�JLYHV�XV�WZR�FDUHIXOO\�FUDIWHG�DOWHUQD�
WLYHV� WKDW� FRQFHUQ�RXU� JRDO�� RXU�GHVLUHV� DQG�RXU� HQG��*RG�KDV�
DOZD\V�JLYHQ�XV�DQ�RSWLRQ��*RG�KDV�QHYHU�IRUFHG�XV�WR�IROORZ�+LV�
ZD\V��/HW�PH�VXPPDUL]H�WKH�RSWLRQV�IRU�XV��7KH�ğUVW�RSWLRQ� LV�
WR�SXUVXH�JRRG�DQG�VHHN�WKH�/RUG�� ,W� LQYROYHV�WKLQJV� OLNH�JORU\��
KRQRU�DQG�SHDFH��7KH�VHFRQG�RSWLRQ�LV�WR�UHMHFW�*RGłV�WUXWK�DQG�
HPEUDFH� HYLO�� 7KH� RXWFRPH� RI� WKLV� FKRLFH� LV�ZUDWK� DQG� DQJHU��
8SRQ�FRPSDULQJ�WKHVH�VWDWHPHQWV��,�FDQ�DWWHVW�WR�ğQGLQJ�SHDFH�
LQ�*RG�ZKHQ�,�KDYH�SXUVXHG�WKH�WUXWK��2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��,�KDYH�
QRW�DOZD\V� OLYHG� IRU�&KULVW�DQG�DW�RQH�SRLQW� UHMHFWHG� WKH� WUXWK�
DQG�H[SHULHQFHG�WURXEOH�DQG�DQJHU��,Q�WKH�HQG��WKRVH�ZKR�VHHN�
*RG�ZLOO�UHFHLYH�HWHUQDO�OLIH�ZKLOH�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�VHOI�VHHNLQJ�ZLOO�
H[SHULHQFH�*RGłV�ZUDWK�

5HPHPEHU� WKLV�� LWłV� RXU� FKRLFH��*RG�GRHV�QRW� IRUFH� DQ\RQH� WR�
IROORZ�+LP�RU�HPEUDFH�+LV�WUXWK��:H�DUH�D�SHRSOH�ZKR�OLNH�RS�
WLRQV��ULJKW"�7KLQN�DERXW�WKH�ODVW�WLPH�\RX�DWH�RXW��2Q�WKH�PHQX�
WKHUH� ZHUH� PXOWLSOH� RSWLRQV� IRU� \RX� WR� FKRRVH� IURP�� ,Q� \RXU�
ZRUN�SODFH� \RX�PLJKW� EH� SURYLGHG�RSWLRQV� IRU� \RXU� ����N�� RU�
\RXU�UHWLUHPHQW�SDFNDJH��1HZ�SDUHQWV�PXVW�PDNH�D�FKRLFH�RQ�
what diapers they will use for their child. And there are endless 
RSWLRQV�RI�ZKHUH� WR�YDFDWLRQ��<RX�FRXOG�JR� WR�1DSD�RU�7DKRH��
:LOO�\RX�JR�WR�.DXDL�RU�0DXL"

:H� DUH� RYHUZKHOPHG� ZLWK� RSWLRQV�� HVSHFLDOO\� LQ� WKH� 8QLWHG�
6WDWHV��EXW�WKHUH�FRPHV�D�WLPH�ZKHQ�ZH�PXVW�FKRRVH�WR�HLWKHU�
UHMHFW�RU�DFFHSW�WKH�*RVSHO��7KH�5RPDQV�KHUH�ZHUH�FRXQWLQJ�RQ�
WKHLU�JRRG�ZRUNV�WR�VDYH�WKHP�LQ�WKH�HQG��7KH\�ZHUH�FRXQWLQJ�RQ�
WKH�WKLQJV�WKH\�KDG�GRQH��QRW�RQ�ZKDW�ZDV�GRQH�IRU�WKHP��$QG�
WKHLU� MXGJPHQW�ZRXOG�EH�EDVHG�RQ�WKHLU�DFWLRQV��$W�WKH�HQG�RI�
RXU�OLYHV�ZH�ZLOO�EH�MXGJHG�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�FKRLFHV�ZH�PDGH�KHUH�
RQ�HDUWK��7KH�WLPH�WR�FKRRVH�LV�QRW�WRPRUURZ��WKH�WLPH�WR�FKRRVH�
LV�WRGD\�EHFDXVH�*RGłV�MXGJPHQW�VKRZV�QR�IDYRULWHV��

God’s Judgment is Impartial
:HłYH�WDONHG�DERXW�KRZ�QRQH�RI�XV�ZLOO�EH�DEOH�WR�HVFDSH�*RGłV�
MXGJPHQW� DQG� WKDW�+LV� MXGJHPHQW� LV� ULJKWHRXV�� )LQDOO\�� 3DXO� LV�
JRLQJ�WR�WDON�DERXW�KRZ�*RGłV�MXGJPHQW�LV�LPSDUWLDO�

All who sin apart from the law will also perish 
apart from the law, and all who sin under the law 
will be judged by the law. For it is not those who 
hear the law who are righteous in God’s sight, but 
it is those who obey the law who will be declared 
righteous. (Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not 
have the law, do by nature things required by the 
law, they are a law for themselves, even though 
they do not have the law. They show that the re-
quirements of the law are written on their hearts, 
their consciences also bearing witness, and their 
thoughts sometimes accusing them and at other 
times even defending them.) (verses 12–15).

$W�ğUVW�JODQFH�WKLV�PLJKW�VRXQG�FRQIXVLQJ�ZLWK�DOO�WKHVH�WHQ�GLI�
IHUHQW�PHQWLRQV�RI�WKH�/DZ��7KLV�LV�DFWXDOO\�3DXOłV�ğUVW�UHIHUHQFH�
WR�WKH�ODZ�LQ�WKH�ERRN�RI�5RPDQV��,łYH�IRXQG�WKH�FRPPHQWV�5&�
6SURXO�PDNHV�LQ�KLV�FRPPHQWDU\�RQ�WKH�ERRN�RI�5RPDQV�WR�EH�
KHOSIXO�KHUH��Ń3DXO�LV�VD\LQJ�WKDW�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�WKH�ODZ�SHULVK�
ZLWK�WKH�ODZ��DQG�WKRVH�ZKR�GR�QRW�KDYH�WKH�ODZ�SHULVK�ZLWKRXW�
WKH�ODZ�ń�7KH�FRQFOXVLRQ�ZH�FRPH�WR�LV�WKDW�HYHU\RQH�LV�SHULVKLQJ�
ZKHWKHU�WKH\�DWWHPSW�WR�HDUQ�*RGłV�IDYRU�ZLWK�RU�ZLWKRXW�WKH�
ODZ��3DXO�WDNHV�WLPH�WR�VSHFLğFDOO\�PHQWLRQ�WKH�*HQWLOHV�KHUH�LQ�
DOO�WKHVH�UHIHUHQFHV�WR�WKH�ODZ�EHFDXVH�WKH�FKXUFK�LQ�5RPH�ZDV�
FRPSULVHG�RI�-HZV�DQG�*HQWLOHV�

9HUVH����SXWV�-HZV�DQG�*HQWLOHV�LQ�WKH�VDPH�FDWHJRU\�IRU�VLQ�DQG�
GHDWK��:H� WRR� IDOO� LQWR� WKLV� FDWHJRU\� RI� ŃDOO�ń� $� EHWWHU� UHDGLQJ�
RI� WKH� WH[W�ZRXOG� VD\�� ŃDOO�ZKR�VLQQHGń�EHFDXVH� WKH� VLQ�3DXO� LV�
WDONLQJ� DERXW� LV� D� FRPSOHWHG� DFWLRQ� LQ� WKH� RULJLQDO� ODQJXDJH��
7KHUH� LV�D� IXQGDPHQWDO�GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�-HZV�DQG�*HQWLOHV��
WKRXJK��-HZV�KDYH�EHHQ�UDLVHG�ZLWK�WKH�ODZ�DQG�WKH\�NQRZ�WKH�
ODZ��*HQWLOHV��RQ�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��KDYH�QRW�EHHQ�UDLVHG�ZLWK�WKH�
ODZ�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�WKH\�GRQłW�NQRZ�LW��7KDW�LV�ZK\�3DXO�LV�VWDWLQJ�
WKDW�VRPH�*HQWLOHV�VRPHWLPHV�GR�VRPH�RI�ZKDW�WKH�ODZ�UHTXLUHV�
WKHP�WR�GR��EXW�WKHUH�DUH�WLPHV�WKH\�GR�QRW�EHFDXVH�WKH\�KDYHQłW�
been raised in it.

<RX�PLJKW�EH�ZRQGHULQJ�� Ń+DV�DQ\RQH�HYHU�EHHQ�DEOH� WR�NHHS�
WKH�HQWLUH�ODZ"ń�7KH�DQVZHU�ZRXOG�EH�QR��<RX�PLJKW�HYHQ�WKLQN�
LW� VHHPV�XQIDLU� IRU�*RG� WR� KROG� WKH�*HQWLOHV� DFFRXQWDEOH� WR� D�
VWDQGDUG� WKH\� NQRZ� YHU\� OLWWOH� DERXW�� 0RVW� WKHRORJLDQV� UHO\�
XSRQ�ZKDW� LV�FDOOHG�ŃWKH� ODZ�RI�QDWLRQVń�WR�H[SODLQ�WKLV�� ,Q�RXU�
daily life we show that the law of God is written on our hearts. 
,łP�QRW�WDONLQJ�DERXW�WKH�ODZ�RI�*RG�WKDW�-HUHPLDK�WKH�SURSKHW�
WDONV�DERXW�EXW�WKH�ODZ�WKDW�ZDV�JLYHQ�IURP�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�
ZRUOG��7KLQN�PRUH�RI�5RPDQV�������“For since the creation of the 
world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine 
nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what 
has been made, so that people are without excuse.”



7KLV�PHVVDJH�IURP�6FULSWXUH�ZDV�SUHDFKHG�RQ�6XQGD\��2FWREHU����������DW�&HQWUDO�3HQLQVXOD�&KXUFK
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,I�\RX�KDQJ�DURXQG�D�VFKRRO�SOD\JURXQG�RU�YLVLW�D�SDUN�\RX�PLJKW�
VHH�VRPH�RI�WKLV�LQ�DFWLRQ��/LWWOH�NLGV�VHHP�WR�NQRZ�WKDW�LWłV�QRW�
ULJKW� WR� SXVK� DQRWKHU� FKLOG� GRZQ�� $OWKRXJK� VRPH� NLGV� DW� WKH�
SDUN�DUH�MXVW�PHDQ��$W�VRPH�SRLQW�LQ�OLIH�WKRXJK�ZH�DOO�FKRRVH�
WR�PDNH� D� FKRLFH� WR�GLVREH\�� %XW� WKLV� QDWXUDO� ODZ� VWD\V� LQ� RXU�
KHDUWV��.LGV�NQRZ�WKH\�DUHQłW�VXSSRVHG�WR�VWHDO�D�FDQG\�EDU��$�
KXVEDQG�NQRZV�LW�LV�ULJKW�WR�EH�NLQG�WR�KLV�ZLIH�DQG�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�
SURYLGH�IRU�WKHP��3HRSOH�NQRZ�LWłV�ULJKW�WR�SD\�WKHLU�WD[HV��1RW�
HYHU\RQH�ZH�PHHW�DUH�WKLHYHV��PXUGHUV�DQG�DGXOWHUHUV��6R�3DXO�LV�
H[SODLQLQJ�WKDW�*RG�ZLOO�EH�HYHQ�KDQGHG�LQ�+LV�MXGJHPHQW��1RQH�
RI�XV�DUH�ZLWKRXW�H[FXVH��3DXO�WLPH�VWDPSV�DOO�RI�WKLV�LQ�YHUVH����

This will take place on the day when God judges 
SHRSOHłV�VHFUHWV�WKURXJK�-HVXV�&KULVW��DV�P\�JRVSHO�
declares.

7KH�ZRUNV�3DXO�LV�WDONLQJ�DERXW�LQ�YHUVHV������ZLOO�EH�WKH�EDVLV�
IRU� WKLV� MXGJHPHQW��'LG�\RX�QRWLFH� WKH� WKUHH�DVSHFWV�RQ�ZKLFK�
*RG�ZLOO�MXGJH"�:H�ZLOO�EH�MXGJHG�RQ�RXU�VHFUHW�WKRXJKWV��7KH�
MXGJHPHQW�ZLOO� FRPH� WKURXJK�&KULVW� -HVXV� DQG� LW�ZLOO� DOO� EH� D�
SDUW�RI�WKH�*RVSHO��3DXO�NQRZV�WKDWłV�ZDLWLQJ�IRU�DOO�RI�XV��7KHUH�
ZLOO�FRPH�D�GD\�ZKHQ�WKH�GHHS�GRZQ�VHFUHW� WKRXJKWV� WKDW�ZH�
WKRXJKW�QR�RQH�ZRXOG�HYHU�NQRZ�ZLOO�EH�MXGJHG��<RX�NQRZ�WKRVH�
WKRXJKWV�WKDW�\RX�QHYHU�ZDQW�DQ\RQH�WR�NQRZ�DERXW"�*RG�ZLOO�
MXGJH�HDFK�RI�XV�IRU�WKRVH��7KDQNIXOO\�WKH�MXGJPHQW�ZLOO�FRPH�
WKURXJK�+LV�6RQ��ZKR�ORYHV�XV�VR�PXFK�WKDW�+H�JDYH�+LV�OLIH�IRU�
XV��'RQłW�EH�FDXJKW�XQDZDUH�KHUH��EHFDXVH�LI�WKLV�WH[W�KDV�WDXJKW�
\RX�DQ\WKLQJ�LW�VKRXOG�EH��<RXłUH�QRW�DV�JRRG�DV�\RX�WKLQN��7KH�
ğQJHU�LVQłW�SRLQWLQJ�VROHO\�DW�\RX��WKH�WUXWK�LV�WKDW�,łP�QRW�DV�JRRG�
DV�,�WKLQN�,�DP�HLWKHU��

,Q� WKHVH�YHUVHV�3DXO�KDV� VKRZQ�XV� WKDW�SHRSOH�ZKR� WKLQN� WKH\�
KDYH� LW� DOO� WRJHWKHU�PD\�QRW� EH� DV� JRRG� DV� WKH\� WKLQN��$W� ğUVW�
JODQFH�LW�PLJKW�VHHP�OLNH�WKHUH�LV�QRW�PXFK�IRU�XV�WR�DSSO\�WR�RXU�
OLYHV��%XW�,�WKLQN�WKH�FRQWUDU\��,�WKLQN�WKHUH�LV�D�ORW�ZH�FDQ�OHDUQ�
IURP� WKLV�SDVVDJH�� ,I� \RX� WKLQN�EDFN� WR�P\�HDUOLHU� VWRU\�RI�P\�
FULWLFDO�MXGJLQJ�RI�P\�GDXJKWHU�WKHUH�LV�D�ORW�RI�GHHS�ZRUN�,�QHHG�
WR�EHJLQ��,W�LV�GLIğFXOW�WR�VKDUH�D�JHQHUDO�DSSOLFDWLRQ�IRU�HYHU\RQH�
EHFDXVH�WKH�KLGGHQ�WKLQJV�LQ�HDFK�RI�RXU�KHDUWV�DUH�VR�GLIIHUHQW��
%XW�WKHUH�LV�D�FRPPRQ�WKHPH�UXQQLQJ�WKURXJKRXW��ZKLFK�LV�WKDW�
we are all sinners who desperately need salvation.

:H�DUH�QRW�DV�JRRG�DV�ZH�WKLQN�EHFDXVH�ZH�OLYH�LQ�D�VLQIXO�ZRUOG�
DQG�ZH� DUH� VLQIXO� SHRSOH��:H� FRPSDUH� RXUVHOYHV� WR� RWKHUV� WR�
PDNH�RXUVHOYHV�IHHO�JRRG��7KH�UHDVRQ�3DXO�FDQ�ZULWH�VR�GLUHFWO\�

DERXW� WKLV� LV� EHFDXVH�KH�ZDV�RQFH�RQH�RI� WKHVH� VHOI�ULJKWHRXV�
SHRSOH�� 7KLQN� DERXW� WKH� 3KDULVHHV� IURP� WKH� EHJLQQLQJ� RI� WKH�
VHUPRQ��5HPHPEHU�WKH�JX\V�ZKR�KDG�LW�DOO�JRRG�RQ�WKH�RXWVLGH�
but were full of evil on the inside? Before Paul encountered Jesus 
&KULVW��KH�ZDV�D�3KDULVHH��+H�WRR�ORRNHG�JUHDW�RQ�WKH�RXWVLGH��+LV�
GLG�WKH�ULJKW�WKLQJV�DQG�KH�VDLG�WKH�ULJKW�WKLQJV��+H�DSSHDUHG�WR�
KDYH� LW�DOO� WRJHWKHU��%XW� OXUNLQJ�LQVLGH�KLP�ZDV�DQ�HYLO�KHDUW��D�
KHDUW�WKDW�ZDV�ZLOOLQJ�WR�FRPPLW�PXUGHU��6XUH��RQ�WKH�RXWVLGH�
KH�ORRNHG�JRRG��EXW�LW�ZDV�D�IDÍDGH�WKDW�FRYHUHG�ZKDW�ZDV�UHDOO\�
KDSSHQLQJ�RQ�WKH�LQVLGH�

:KDW�ZH� UHDOO\� QHHG� WR�GR� LV� JHW� WR� WKH� URRW� RI� WKLV� SUREOHP��
2Q�WKH�VXUIDFH�LW�ORRNV�OLNH�VHOI�ULJKWHRXVQHVV��EXW�KLGGHQ�GHHS�
LQVLGH�RXU�KHDUWV�LV�D�URRW�RI�SULGH��7KH�URRW�RI�SULGH�VD\V��Ń,�DP�
EHWWHU�WKDQ�\RX��,�FDQ�GR�WKLV�RQ�P\�RZQ��,�GRQłW�QHHG�WKH�KHOS�
RI�DQ\RQH�ń�:H�KDYH�WR�H[SRVH�WKH�GDUN�SODFHV�RI�RXU�KHDUW�WR�
WKH�WUXWK�RI�&KULVW�VR�WKDW�+H�FDQ�UHPRYH�WKLV�SULGHIXO�URRW��:H�
QHHG�WR�DOORZ�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�WR�FRPH�LQ�DQG�GR�UHGHPSWLYH�ZRUN�
LQ�RXU�OLIH��,WłV�QR�ZRQGHU�-HVXV�VSRNH�VR�GLUHFWO\�DERXW�WKLV��“You 
brood of vipers, how can you who are evil say anything good? For 
the mouth speaks what the heart is full of. A good man brings 
good things out of the good stored up in him, and an evil man 
brings evil things out of the evil stored up in him. But I tell you 
that everyone will have to give account on the day of judgment 
for every empty word they have spoken. For by your words you 
will be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned” 
�0DWW�������ŋ����

,W�DOPRVW�VHHPV�OLNH�ZH�DUH�KRSHOHVV��EXW�WKDQN�*RG��ZH�DUH�QRW��
7KHUH� LV�KRSH� IRU�RXU� VHOI�ULJKWHRXV�DFWLRQV�� 7KHUH� LV�KRSH� IRU�
WKH�QRQ�&KULVWLDQ��IRU�WKH�QRPLQDO�&KULVWLDQ��DQG�IRU�WKH�EHOLHYHU�
ZKR�LV�VWUXJJOLQJ�ZLWK�WKLV��7KH�DQVZHU�LV�QRW�WR�VLPSO\�DFW�JRRG��
ZH�DOUHDG\�WDONHG�DERXW�WKDW��7KH�VROXWLRQ�LV�QRW�WR�MXVW�SUHWHQG�
WKDW�HYHU\WKLQJ�LV�ğQH��7KH�VROXWLRQ�LV�WR�DOORZ�*RG�WR�H[SRVH�RXU�
HYLO� WKRXJKWV��DFWLRQV��DQG� LQQHU�GHVLUHV� WR�+LPVHOI��RXU�FDULQJ�
DQG�FRPSDVVLRQDWH�*RG��,W�PHDQV�PDNLQJ�D�FRQVFLRXV�FKRLFH�WR�
SUHVV� LQWR� WKHVH� GDUN� DUHDV� WR� ğQG�KHDOLQJ� LQ�&KULVW�� ,W� FDQ� EH�
GLIğFXOW�WR�H[SRVH�WKHVH�DUHDV�EXW�DIWHU�GRLQJ�VR��WKHUH�LV�KHDOLQJ�
DQG�IUHHGRP�LQ�&KULVW�WKDW�RQO\�FRPHV�IURP�WKH�*RVSHO�

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


