
/HWłV�GR�D�OLWWOH�SROO��+RZ�PDQ\�RI�\RX�OLNH�WR�KHDU�JRRG�QHZV�ğUVW�
DQG�WKHQ�WKH�EDG�QHZV"�+RZ�PDQ\�RI�\RX�OLNH�EDG�QHZV�ğUVW�DQG�
WKHQ� WKH�JRRG�QHZV"�3HUVRQDOO\�� ,�DP�D�EDG�QHZV�ğUVW�NLQG�RI�
guy. Well, this is going to be one of those sermons that I’m going 

WR�WHOO�\RX�WKH�EDG�QHZV�ğUVW��,I�LW�ZDVQłW�IRU�FRPPXQLRQ��WKHUH�
ZRXOGQłW�EH�PXFK�JRRG�QHZV�WR�WDON�DERXW�

)RU�WKH�SDVW� WKUHH�ZHHNV� LQ�WKH�ERRN�RI�5RPDQV��ZH�KDYH�FHO-
ebrated the really great news of the gospel. The gospel is the life 

FKDQJLQJ�PHVVDJH�RI� -HVXV�&KULVW��$QG�DOO� WKURXJKRXW�5RPDQV�
ZHłOO�OHDUQ�PRUH�DERXW�WKDW�UHDOLW\��$V�7LP�.HOOHU�KDV�VDLG��Ń7KH�
JRVSHO�LV�QRW�WKH�$%&łV�RI�&KULVWLDQLW\��LWłV�$�WR�=��,WłV�QRW�MXVW�WKH�
HOHPHQWDU\�DQG� LQWURGXFWRU\� WUXWKV��7KH�JRVSHO� LV�ZKDW�GULYHV�
HYHU\WKLQJ�WKDW�ZH�GR�ń�b/DVW�ZHHN�ZH�ZHUH�HQFRXUDJHG�E\�0DUN�
DW� WKH�81,7(�VHUYLFH� WR�QRW�EH�DVKDPHG�RI� WKH�JRVSHO�EHFDXVH�
of its power to save. So, the gospel isn’t merely a message; it is 

D�SRZHU��FHQWHUHG�RQ�D�SHUVRQ��ZKLFK�PHDQV�LW�FDQ�FKDQJH�\RX��
%XW�WRGD\�DQG�WKH�QH[W�WKUHH�6XQGD\V�$SRVWOH�3DXO�ZLOO�KDPPHU�
away at the bad news. This week it’s bad news for irreligious 

people. The following two weeks it’s bad news for religious 

SHRSOH�� 3DXO�ZLOO� ğQDOO\� b FRPH�EDFN� DURXQG� WR� WKH� JRRG�QHZV�
DJDLQ�ODWHU��:K\�GRHV�KH�GR�WKDW"�%HFDXVH�RQFH�ZH�XQGHUVWDQG�
DW�RXU�FRUH�WKH�EDG�QHZV��ZHłOO�DSSUHFLDWH�WKH�JRRG�QHZV�RI�WKH�
gospel even more.

-XVW�VR�\RX�NQRZ��,�GRQłW�UHDOO\�HQMR\�SUHDFKLQJ�SDVVDJHV�OLNH�WKLV��
$W�&3&�ZH�SUHDFK�H[SRVLWLRQDOO\�WKURXJK�ERRNV�RI�WKH�%LEOH��7KDW�
means we don’t skip tough verses. This passage is going to be 

hard today. It might even be offensive. I wouldn’t be surprised if 

VRPHRQH�ZDONV�RXW��$OWKRXJK�LW�PLJKW�VWLQJ�DQG�PDNH�\RX�XQ-

FRPIRUWDEOH�� ,�ZDQW�\RX�WR�NQRZ�LWłV�KDUG� IRU�PH�WRR��%XW�� LWłV�
LPSRUWDQW�WR�KHDU�WKH�EDG�QHZV�EHFDXVH�ZLWKRXW�LW��WKH�LQFUHG-

LEOH�JUDFH�RI�*RG�VLPSO\�GRHVQłW�PDNH�VHQVH��

So what’s the bad news Paul gives us? Let me give it to you early 

and give it to you straight: we are worse than we think. Let me 

SHUVRQDOL]H�LW��\RX�DUH�PXFK�ZRUVH�WKDQ�\RX�WKLQN��'RHVQłW�WKDW�
PDNH�\RX�IHHO�JRRG�DQG�LQVSLUHG�WRGD\"�3UREDEO\�QRW��%XW��LWłV�WKH�
WUXWK��7KHRORJLDQ�&�.��&KHVWHUWRQ�DIWHU�VHHLQJ�D�VHULHV�RI�DUWLFOHV�
FDOOHG�� Ń:KDWłV�:URQJ�ZLWK� WKH�:RUOG"ń� VHQW� D� VKRUW� OHWWHU� WR�
WKH�HGLWRU��b+H�ZULWHV��Ń'HDU�6LU��b5HJDUGLQJ�\RXU�DUWLFOH�Ł:KDWłV�
:URQJ�ZLWK�WKH�:RUOG"ł�,�DP��<RXUV�WUXO\��*.�&KHVWHUWRQ�ń�+DYH�
you ever asked yourself, what’s wrong with the world? Have you 

ever wondered why the world doesn’t seem to be working right? 

Have you ever been overwhelmed with the evil we see today? 

0RVW�LPSRUWDQWO\��KDYH�\RX�HYHU�LGHQWLğHG�\RXUVHOI�DV�EHLQJ�SDUW�
of those problems? 

In these 15 verses we are looking at this morning, I want you to 

NQRZ�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�WDONLQJ�QRW�MXVW�DERXW�WKH�PRVW�HYLO�SHRSOH�LQ�
the world, they are talking about us; they are speaking about me. 

:KDW�3DXO�LV�WU\LQJ�WR�GR�LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�KDOI�RI�FKDSWHU���DQG�DOO�
RI�FKDSWHU���LV�DQVZHU�WKH�TXHVWLRQ��:K\�LV�WKH�JRVSHO�QHFHVVDU\"�
3DXOłV� DQVZHU� FDQ�EH�KDUG� WR� VZDOORZ��7KH�JRVSHO� LV�QHFHVVDU\�
EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�ZUDWK�RI�*RG��7KH�JRVSHO�LV�QHFHVVDU\�EHFDXVH�RI�
VLQ�DQG�VLQQHUV��$QG�LQ�WKLV�SDVVDJH�3DXO�ZLOO�H[SODLQ�*RGłV�ZUDWK�
and answer why it is being revealed and how it is being revealed. 

Let’s start by reading verse 18.

The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against 
all the godlessness and wickedness of people, who sup-
press the truth by their wickedness...

God’s Wrath is Being Revealed
3DXO� EHJLQV� WKLV� VHFWLRQ� H[SODLQLQJ� WKDW� WKH�ZUDWK� RI�*RG� LV� D�
present and a future reality—it is being revealed from heaven. 

3HRSOH�WRGD\�GRQłW� OLNH�WR�WDON�PXFK�DERXW�*RGłV�ZUDWK��,�KHDU�
LW�DOO�WKH�WLPH�IURP�&KULVWLDQV�DQG�QRQ�&KULVWLDQV��Ń0\�*RG�LV�D�
*RG�RI�ORYH��QRW�D�*RG�RI�ZUDWK�ń�7KH�3UHVE\WHULDQ�&KXUFK��86$���
D�PDLQOLQH�GHQRPLQDWLRQ��UHFHQWO\�ZHQW�VR�IDU�DV�WR�UHPRYH�WKH�
great hymn In Christ Alone�IURP�WKHLU�K\PQDO�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�OLQH�
DERXW�*RGłV�ZUDWK��%XW��LI�ZH�VWULS�DZD\�WKH�MXVWLFH�RI�*RG�KH�LV�
QR�ORQJHU�ORYLQJ��:H�DUH�VWLOO�VWXFN�LQ�RXU�VLQV�ZLWK�QR�VROXWLRQ�RU�
KRSH��,I�ZH�VWULS�DZD\�WKH�ORYH�RI�*RG��WKHQ�KH�LV�QR�ORQJHU�MXVW��
,I�*RG�LV�KRO\��WKHQ�KH�FDQłW�WROHUDWH�VLQ��,I�KH�LV�ORYLQJ��WKHQ�KH�
PXVW�SURYLGH�D�VROXWLRQ�WR�WKH�SUREOHP�RI�VLQ�DQG�HYLO��7KH�FURVV�
LV�SURRI�WKDW�*RG�LV�ERWK�ORYLQJ�DQG�MXVW��

Paul’s assumption here is that apart from the gospel, all hu-

PDQLW\�LV�XQGHU�*RGłV�ZUDWK��*RG�GRHVQłW�JUDGH�RQ�D�FXUYH��:H�
DOO�IDLOHG��*RGłV�ZUDWK��XQOLNH�KXPDQ�DQJHU�DQG�UDJH��LV�KLV�ŃVHW-
WOHG��IDLU��DQG�ULJKWHRXV�DQJHU�ń�*RGłV�ZUDWK�LV�KLV�ŃKRO\�KRVWLOLW\�
DJDLQVW�HYLO��KLV�UHIXVDO�WR�FRQGRQH�LW�RU�FRPH�WR�WHUPV�ZLWK�LW��
DQG�KLV�MXVW�MXGJPHQW�XSRQ�LWń��6WRWW���*RGłV�ZUDWK�DQG�KLV�DQJHU�
DUH�GLUHFWHG�DW�ERWK�VLQ�DQG�WKH�VLQQHU��,WłV�EHLQJ�UHYHDOHG�ERWK�
OLWHUDOO\�DQG�FRQWLQXDOO\�LQ�YDULRXV�GHJUHHV�RQ�HDUWK��:H�PLJKW�
DGG�WKDW�VFULSWXUH�WHOOV�XV�*RGłV�ZUDWK�ZLOO�DOVR�EH�UHYHDOHG�LQ�LWV�
IXOOQHVV�LQ�WKH�ODVW�GD\V��ZKHQ�-HVXV�UHWXUQV�DQG�PDNHV�DOO�WKLQJV�
right again.

3DXO�FRQWLQXHV�WR�JLYH�XV�PRUH�UHDVRQV�ZK\�*RGłV�ZUDWK�LV�EHLQJ�
UHYHDOHG��+H�VD\V�LWłV�GLUHFWO\�LQ�UHVSRQVH�WR�ŃDOO�WKH�JRGOHVVQHVV�
DQG�ZLFNHGQHVV� RI� SHRSOH�ń� 6LQ� DQG� VLQQHUV� DUH� WKH� REMHFWV� RI�
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*RGłV�ZUDWK�� ,Q� WKH� RULJLQDO� ODQJXDJH�� WKH� LGHD� RI� JRGOHVVQHVV�
LV� DQ�DJJUHVVLYH�� LQ�\RXU�IDFH�� VWDQG�XS�WR�� VKDNH�\RXU�ğVWV�DW�
*RG�W\SH�RI�QRQ�UHYHUHQFH��:LFNHGQHVV� LV� WKH�ZLOOIXO�YLRODWLRQ�
RI�*RGłV�SHUIHFW�KRO\�ODZ��6R��LWłV�ŃJRGOHVVQHVV�DQG�ZLFNHGQHVV�RI�
SHRSOHń�WKDW�GUDZ�*RGłV�DQJHU��

2QH�VFKRODU�PDNHV�D�FRQQHFWLRQ�WR�WKH�*UHDW�&RPPDQGPHQW�RQ�
WKLV�SRLQW��7KH�*UHDW�&RPPDQGPHQW�VD\V�WR�ORYH�*RG�DQG�ORYH�
RXU� QHLJKERU�� 7KHUH� LV� D� YHUWLFDO� ORYH� RI�*RG� DQG� D� KRUL]RQWDO�
ORYH�RI�QHLJKERU��*RGOHVVQHVV�LV�D�GHVWUXFWLRQ�RI�RXU�YHUWLFDO�UH-

ODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�*RG��*RGOHVVQHVV�LV�WKH�DWWHPSW�WR�JHW�ULG�RI�*RG��
DQG�VLQFH� WKDW� LV� LPSRVVLEOH�� LWłV� WKH�GHWHUPLQDWLRQ�WR� OLYH�DV� LI�
*RG�GRHVQłW�H[LVW��:LFNHGQHVV�LV�D�GHVWUXFWLRQ�RI�RXU�KRUL]RQWDO�
relationship with others. Instead of loving our neighbor, we use 

DQG�GHVWUR\�WKHP��7KLV�JRGOHVVQHVV�DQG�ZLFNHGQHVV�LV�QRW�MXVW�D�
YLRODWLRQ�RI�UXOHV��LWłV�DQ�XWWHU�UHMHFWLRQ�RI�*RG�KLPVHOI��

6R��KRZ�GRHV�*RG�UHVSRQG�WR�SHRSOH�UHMHFWLQJ�KLP"�'RHV�KH�WXUQ�
D�EOLQG�H\H"�'RHV�KH�LJQRUH�LW"�1R��KH�UHYHDOV�KLV�ZUDWK��3DXO�WKHQ�
PRYHV�RQ�WR�H[SODLQ�ZLWK�HYHQ�PRUH�GHWDLO�why�*RGłV�ZUDWK�LV�
EHLQJ�UHYHDOHG��/RRN�ZLWK�PH�DW�YHUVHV���ŋ���

The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against 
all the godlessness and wickedness of people, who sup-
press the truth by their wickedness, since what may be 
known about God is plain to them, because God has 
made it plain to them. For since the creation of the world 
God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine 
nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from 
what has been made, so that people are without excuse.

)RU�DOWKRXJK�WKH\�NQHZ�*RG��WKH\�QHLWKHU�JORULğHG�KLP�
as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became 
futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. Although 
they claimed to be wise, they became fools and ex-
changed the glory of the immortal God for images made 
to look like a mortal human being and birds and animals 
and reptiles.

Why is God’s Wrath Being Revealed?
3DXO�JLYHV�XV� WKUHH� UHDVRQV�ZK\� WKH�ZUDWK�RI�*RG� LV�EHLQJ� UH-

YHDOHG��WKUHH�UHDVRQV�ZK\�*RGłV�ZUDWK�LV�HDUQHG�

• People suppress the truth

• People deny what is in plain sight

• People are delusional 

First, people suppress the truth. People today think the opposite 

LV�WUXH��7KH\�WKLQN�&KULVWLDQLW\�LV�D�VXSSUHVVLRQ�RI�WUXWK��7KH\�VD\�
ZH�DUH�KHOG�EDFN�E\�RXU�EOLQG� IDLWK� LQ�DQ� LPDJLQDU\�*RG��%XW��
DFFRUGLQJ�WR�3DXO��WKH�RSSRVLWH�LV�WUXH��:H�DUH�WKH�RQHV�ZKR�VXS-

press the truth by what we say and how we live. We only know 

*RG�� WKH� ZRUOG�� RXUVHOYHV�� DQG� RXU� SXUSRVH� E\� ğUVW� DFNQRZO-
HGJLQJ�KLP��ZKR�LV�WKH�WUXWK��,W�LVQłW�MXVW�WKDW�SHRSOH�DUH�ZURQJ�
DERXW�*RG�DQG�WKHLU�FRQGLWLRQ��LWłV�WKDW�WKH\�NQRZ�EHWWHU�DQG�VWLOO�
VLQ��3DXO�VD\V�LWłV�ŃSODLQ�WR�WKHP�ń�,WłV�DV�LI�PDQ�KDV�WKLV�EXLOW�LQ�
QDWXUDO�GHVLUH�WR�VXSSUHVV�DQG�RSSRVH�*RGłV�WUXWK��,�KDYH�D�WKUHH�
\HDU�ROG��,�VHH�WKLV�HYHU\�GD\�

7DNH�PRUDOLW\�IRU�H[DPSOH��,I�WKHUH�LV�QR�*RG��WKHQ�ZKR�KDV�WKH�
ULJKW�WR�VD\�ZKDW�LV�ULJKW�DQG�ZKDW�LV�ZURQJ"�:LWKRXW�*RG��KRZ�
FDQ�ZH�ğQG�DQ\�PRUDO�DEVROXWHV��7RGD\��PRUDOLW\�LV�PRVWO\�GH-

WHUPLQHG�E\�WKH�PDMRULW\��6R�ZHłYH�VHHQ�D�GUDPDWLF�SDUDGLJP�LQ�
FXOWXUH�ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�VH[XDOLW\��%XW��LI�PRUDOLW\�LV�GHğQHG�E\�
WKH�PDMRULW\�DQG�QRW�*RG��WKHQ�VODYHU\�ZDV�QRW�ZURQJ�����\HDUV�
DJR�� %XW�� LW�ZDV�ZURQJ�� <RXQJ�PHQ� WRGD\� WKLQN� LWłV� QR� ORQJHU�
PRUDOO\�ZURQJ�WR�VOHHS�ZLWK�\RXU�JLUOIULHQG��EXW�*RGłV�GHVLJQ�IRU�
WKH�EHVW�VH[� LV� LQ�PDUULDJH��&XOWXUH�FDQQRW�GHğQH�PRUDOLW\�QRU�
FDQ�\RX�OHJLVODWH�LW��0RUDOLW\�PXVW�EH�GHğQHG�E\�D�PRUDO�DEVR-

OXWH��E\�*RG��%XW�WKDW�WUXWK�LV�EHLQJ�VXSSUHVVHG��

:K\� LV� *RGłV�ZUDWK� EHLQJ� UHYHDOHG"� 6HFRQGO\� EHFDXVH� SHRSOH�
deny what is in plain sight. Paul says that all one has to do is look 

DW�FUHDWLRQ�DQG�VRPHWKLQJ�DERXW�*RG�FDQ�EH�VHHQ��-XVW�JR�VHH�WKH�
*UDQG�&DQ\RQ�DQG�LVQłW�WKHUH�VRPHWKLQJ�LQVLGH�\RX�WKDW�LQVSLUHV�
DZH�DW�WKH�&UHDWRU"�7KH�3VDOPLVW�ZULWHV��“The heavens declare the 
glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands”��3VDOP�
�������&UHDWLRQ�LV�FDOOLQJ�RXW��WKHUH�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�JUHDWHU�LQ�WKLV�
ZRUOG��/DWHU�3DXO�ZLOO�WDON�DERXW�RXU�RZQ�FRQVFLHQFH�DV�DQRWKHU�
LQGLFDWRU�GLUHFWLQJ�XV�WR�*RG��+HUH��3DXO�SRLQWV�WR�WKH�HYLGHQFH�RI�
D�&UHDWRU�WKURXJK�FUHDWLRQ�LWVHOI��7KURXJK�FUHDWLRQ��*RGłV�LQYLV-
LEOH�TXDOLWLHV��KLV�HWHUQDO�SRZHU��FDQ�EH�FOHDUO\�VHHQ��7KHRORJLDQV�
FDOO�WKLV�LGHD�Ń*HQHUDO�5HYHODWLRQń�ZKLFK�PHDQV�ŃWKH�NQRZOHGJH�
RI�*RG�DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�NQRZOHGJH�RI�ULJKW�DQG�ZURQJ�WKDW�FDQ�EH�
REWDLQHG�WKURXJK�QDWXUH�ń�6SHFLDO�5HYHODWLRQ�LV�RXU�NQRZOHGJH�
RI�*RG�WKDW�FRPHV�SULPDULO\�IURP�WKH�%LEOH��)RU�DQ\RQH�WR�FRPH�
WR�D�VDYLQJ�NQRZOHGJH�RI�-HVXV�&KULVW��ZH�QHHG�ERWK�

7KH� WKLUG�UHDVRQ�3DXO�JLYHV� IRU�ZK\� WKH�ZUDWK�RI�*RG� LV�EHLQJ�
UHYHDOHG�LV�EHFDXVH�ZH�DUH�GHOXVLRQDO��+H�VD\V�WKDW�WKHLU�WKLQNLQJ�
EHFDPH�IXWLOH�DQG�WKHLU�KHDUWV�GDUNHQHG��/LNH�LQ�The Lord of the 
Rings��ZKHQ�6PHDJRO�SXWV�RQ�WKH�ULQJ��Ń0\�SUHFLRXV�ń�KH�WXUQV�
more evil. Likewise, all humanity has put the ring on and are 

darkened. The idea of darkened implies even an outside de-

PRQLF�LQĠXHQFH�DQG�FRQWURO��7KH�LGHD�LV�DOPRVW�SDVW�DQ\�KRSH��$�
VWDWH�WKDW�FDQłW�EH�FKDQJHG�ZLWKRXW�D�PLJKW\�PRYHPHQW�RI�*RG�
ZLWKLQ�� 6R� FODLPLQJ� WR�EH�ZLVH�� WR�KDYH� WKH� ULQJ�� WKH\�EHFDPH�
IRROV�� ,�FKRRVH�WKH�ZRUG�ŃGHOXVLRQDOń�EHFDXVH� LW�PHDQV�WR�VWLFN�
WR�D�IDOVH�EHOLHI�RU�RSLQLRQ�WKDW�GHğHV�ORJLF��UHDVRQ�DQG�HYLGHQFH��
,WłV�DV� LI�VPDUW�SHRSOH�EHFRPH�GXPE��3HRSOH�ZKR�KDYH�H\HV�WR�
see go blind. 

1RWLFH� WKHUHłV�DQ�H[FKDQJH�KDSSHQLQJ�DOO� WKURXJKRXW� WKLV�SDV-
VDJH��%HFDXVH�ZH�ZHUH�FUHDWHG�WR�ZRUVKLS�*RG�DQG�EHFDXVH�HY-

HU\RQH�ZRUVKLSV�VRPHWKLQJ��3DXO�VD\V�WKH\�H[FKDQJHG�WKH�ZRU-
VKLS�RI�*RG�IRU�WKH�ZRUVKLS�RI�LGROV��7KH�REMHFW�RI�RXU�ZRUVKLS�
LV� WKLV�ZRUOG�DQG�FUHDWHG� WKLQJV��QRW� WKH�&UHDWRU��7KURXJK�RXU�
LGRODWU\�RI�VXFFHVV��PRQH\��SRZHU��VHFXULW\�DQG�FRPIRUW��ZH�KDYH�
VXSSUHVVHG�WKH�WUXWK��GHQLHG�ZKDW�LV�LQ�SODLQ�VLJKW��DQG�EHFRPH�
GHOXVLRQDO�� )HHOLQJ�JRRG�DERXW�\RXUVHOI� \HW"� b:HOO��ZH�DUH�QRW�
GRQH��/RRN�ZLWK�PH�DW�YHUVHV���ŋ���

Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of 
their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of 



their bodies with one another. They exchanged the truth 
about God for a lie, and worshiped and served created 
things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. 
Amen.

Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. 
Even their women exchanged natural sexual relations 
for unnatural ones. In the same way the men also aban-
GRQHG�QDWXUDO�UHODWLRQV�ZLWK�ZRPHQ�DQG�ZHUH�LQĠDPHG�
with lust for one another. Men committed shameful 
acts with other men, and received in themselves the due 
penalty for their error.

Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile 
to retain the knowledge of God, so God gave them over 
to a depraved mind, so that they do what ought not to 
EH� GRQH�� 7KH\� KDYH� EHFRPH� ğOOHG� ZLWK� HYHU\� NLQG� RI�
wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of 
envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, 
slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; 
they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their par-
HQWV�� WKH\�KDYH�QR�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ��QR�ğGHOLW\��QR� ORYH��
no mercy. Although they know God’s righteous decree 
that those who do such things deserve death, they not 
only continue to do these very things but also approve of 
those who practice them.

How is God’s Wrath Being Revealed?
In these verses we move from the why to the how. How�LV�*RGłV�
wrath being revealed? Three times it says, “God gave them over” 
DQG�HDFK�WLPH�ZH�VHH�PRUH�PRYHPHQW�GRZQ�WKH�VOLSSHU\�VORSH�
RI�GHSUDYLW\��7KHUHłV�D�SURJUHVVLRQ�ZH�VHHŌ*RG�JDYH�WKHP�RYHU�
WR�VH[XDO�LPSXULW\��*RG�JDYH�WKHP�RYHU�WR�VKDPHIXO�OXVWV��*RG�
JDYH�WKHP�RYHU�WR�D�GHSUDYHG�PLQG��7KH�RULJLQDO�SKUDVH�IRU�ŃJDYH�
WKHP�RYHUń� LV� LQWHQVH�� ,W�PHDQV�DQ�DFWLYH�GHFLVLRQ��QRW�SDVVLYH�
QHJOHFW��6R�WKLV�JLYLQJ�RYHU�LV�QRW�WR�EH�YLHZHG�OLNH�ZH�KXPDQV�
DUH�RQ�VRPH�NLQG�RI� OHDVK�DQG�*RG�VLPSO\�UHOHDVHV�KLV�JULS�RQ�
WKH�OHDVK��DOORZLQJ�XV�WR�UXQ�KHDGORQJ�LQWR�WUDIğF��7KDW�LV�D�VPDOO�
SDUW�RI�LW��%XW��*RG�LV�QRW�SDVVLYH��+H�ORYLQJO\�JLYHV�WKHP�RYHU�WR�
ZKDW�WKH\�ZDQW��*RG�VD\V��Ń,�ZLOO�UHOHDVH�\RX�WR�JR�DIWHU�DOO�\RX�
WKLQN�ZLOO�XOWLPDWHO\�VDWLVI\�\RX�ń�6R�*RG�ZLWKGUDZV�KLV�KDQG�RI�
SURWHFWLRQ�� DOORZLQJ� WKH� FRQVHTXHQFHV� RI� VLQ� WR� WDNH� WKHLU� GH-

VWUXFWLYH�FRXUVH��3DXO�IRU�VXUH�KLJKOLJKWV�VH[XDO�VLQV�KHUH��EXW�DV�
ZH�ZLOO�VRRQ�VHH��ZH�DOO�PDNH�WKLV�OLVW��b

� ,Q� YHUVH� ��� 3DXO� VD\V�� “They exchanged the truth for a lie.” 
7KHUH�LV�QRW�RQO\�D�VXSSUHVVLRQ�RI�WKH�WUXWK�EXW�DQ�H[FKDQJH�RI�
the truth. What people know and what people do are two very 

GLIIHUHQW�WKLQJV��(YHQ�WKRXJK�WKH\�NQRZ�VRPHWKLQJ�DERXW�*RG�
IURP�FUHDWLRQ��WKH\�GHOLEHUDWHO\�H[FKDQJH�WKDW�WUXWK�IRU�WKH�OLH�RI�
VHOI�DFWXDOL]DWLRQ�DQG�LGRODWU\��7KH\�VD\��Ń7KHUH�LV�QR�*RG�VR�GR�
as you please. You are god. If it makes you happy, then who am 

,� WR� MXGJH"ń� ,łP�SHUVRQDOO\�FRQYLQFHG�WKDW�PRVW�SHRSOH�DUH�QRW�
VHDUFKLQJ�IRU�WUXWK�WRGD\�DQ\ZD\��:H�DUH�OLYLQJ�LQ�D�SRVWPRGHUQ�
ZRUOG�ZKHUH�WUXWK�KDV�EHHQ�UHSODFHG�ZLWK�WROHUDQFH��Ń$Q\WKLQJ�
JRHV��VR�ORQJ�DV�\RX�DUH�VLQFHUH�DQG�QRQ�MXGJPHQWDO�ń�,QVWHDG�RI�
WUXWK�SHRSOH�DUH�DVNLQJ�WKHPVHOYHV��Ń,V�WKLV�LQWHUHVWLQJ"ń�DQG�Ń,V�
WKLV�KHOSIXOń�QRW�DOZD\V��Ń,V�WKLV�WUXH"ń�:H�DUH�OLYLQJ�LQ�D�GLIIHUHQW�
ZRUOG��b6RPH�RI�\RX�PLJKW�EH�WKLQNLQJ��Ń+H\��ZKDWłV�ZURQJ�ZLWK�

WKDW"ń�EXW�WKH�IDFW�UHPDLQV��*RG�LV�WUXWK��,�EHOLHYH�QRZ�PRUH�WKDQ�
HYHU��WKH�FKXUFK�DQG�WKH�SHRSOH�RI�*RG�KDYH�VRPHWKLQJ�SRZHUIXO�
to say to a hurting world. 

+RZ� HOVH� LV� *RGłV� ZUDWK� EHLQJ� UHYHDOHG"� 3DXO� VD\V�� “We ex-
changed natural for unnatural.” $V�\RX�FDQ�VHH��WKLV� LV�RQH�RI�
WKH�PRUH�FRQWURYHUVLDO�SDVVDJHV�LQ�6FULSWXUH�DQG�WKH�ORQJHVW�SDV-
VDJH�LQ�WKH�%LEOH�RQ�KRPRVH[XDOLW\��,WłV�HYHQ�PRUH�KHDWHG�WRGD\�
LQ�OLJKW�RI�WKH�UHFHQW�6XSUHPH�&RXUW�UXOLQJ�WKDW�UHTXLUHV�HYHU\�
VWDWH�LQ�WKH�8QLRQ�WR�OLFHQVH�D�PDUULDJH�EHWZHHQ�WZR�SHRSOH�RI�
WKH� VDPH�VH[��<RX� VKRXOG�NQRZ� WKDW�ZH�KDYH�D�3RVLWLRQ�3DSHU�
RQ�RXU�ZHEVLWH�HQWLWOHG��Ń6DPH�6H[�0DUULDJH�ń�,WłV�EHHQ�WKHUH�IRU�
FORVH� WR����\HDUV��EXW�ZHłYH� UHFHQWO\�XSGDWHG� LW�� ,łG�HQFRXUDJH�
every single one of you to read it if you haven’t done so already. 

,I�\RX�GR�QRW�KDYH�DFFHVV�WR�D�FRPSXWHU��ZH�SULQWHG�D�IHZ�FRSLHV�
for you to take home. 

,Q�WKLV�VHUPRQ��,�VLPSO\�GRQłW�KDYH�WKH�WLPH�WR�WUHDW�WKLV�VXEMHFW�
ZLWK�WKH�WKRXJKW�DQG�FDUH�LW�GHVHUYHV��+RZHYHU��DV�,�KDYH�VWXGLHG�
WKLV�SDVVDJH��,�FDQłW�VHH�DW�DOO�KRZ�WKLV�FDQ�EH�LQWHUSUHWHG�DV�DQ\-

WKLQJ�RWKHU�WKDQ�DQRWKHU�H[DPSOH�RI�VLQIXO�EHKDYLRU�ZLWK�LWV�FRQ-

VHTXHQFHV��6H[XDO�VLQ�KHUH�UHIHUV�WR�any� VH[XDO�DFWLYLW\�RXWVLGH�
RI�WKH�EHDXWLIXO�PDUULDJH�UHODWLRQVKLS��6H[�RXWVLGH�RI�PDUULDJH�
LV�H[FKDQJLQJ�WKH�WUXWK�RI�*RG�IRU�D�OLH��WKH�OLH�RI�VH[XDO�IUHHGRP�
DQG�IXOğOOPHQW�RXWVLGH�WKH�PDUULDJH�FRYHQDQW��6H[XDOLW\�LQ�JHQ-

HUDO�� KRPRVH[XDOLW\� LQ� SDUWLFXODU�� DQG� D�ZKROH� OLVW� RI� ���RWKHU�
YLFHV�DUH�OLVWHG�KHUH�E\�3DXO��$V�D�ZKROH��3DXO�LV�PDNLQJ�WKH�FDVH�
WKDW� WKH�ZUDWK�RI�*RG� LV�EHLQJ�UHYHDOHG�ERWK�EHFDXVH�RI� WKHVH�
sins and as a result of people going their own way. It’s important 

WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�ZKLOH�KRPRVH[XDOLW\�LV�D�VLQ��LWłV�QRW�WR�EH�SXW�
LQ�D�FDWHJRU\�RI�WKH�ZRUVW�VLQ��b$OO�VH[XDO�LPPRUDOLW\�LV�VLQIXO��,I�
\RX�DUH�D�IROORZHU�RI�&KULVW�ZKR�LV�VOHHSLQJ�ZLWK�D�SHUVRQ�ZKR�
LV� QRW� \RXU� VSRXVH�� 3DXO� OXPSV� \RX� LQWR� WKH� VDPH� FDWHJRU\� DV�
VRPHRQH� OLYLQJ� DQ� DFWLYH� /*%7� OLIHVW\OH�� $QG� 3DXO� OLVWV� RXW� ���
RWKHU�VLQIXO�EHKDYLRUV�WKDW�KH�FDOOV�ZLFNHGQHVV�LQFOXGLQJ�JRVVLS��
HQY\�DQG�GLVREHGLHQFH� MXVW� WR�QDPH� WKUHH�� (YHU\� YLFH� OLVWHG� LQ�
YHUVHV�������VKRXOG�EH�VHHQ�DV�HTXDOO\�ZRUWK\�RI�*RGłV�ZUDWK��
3DXOłV�SRLQW�LV�ZH�DOO�GHVHUYH�*RGłV�ZUDWK��ZH�DOO�PDNH�WKLV�OLVW��
0H�LQFOXGHG�

You need to know that there are some interpreters who see this 

passage very differently than we do. They say Paul is referring 

WR�DEXVLYH�KRPRVH[XDOLW\�DV�WKH�VLQIXO�EHKDYLRU��QRW�WKH�NLQG�RI�
EHKDYLRU�WKDW�KDSSHQV�EHWZHHQ�WZR�ZKR�FRQVHQW�LQWR�D�PRQRJ-

DPRXV�KRPRVH[XDO�UHODWLRQVKLS��%XW��WKHVH�YHUVHV�FOHDUO\�VSHDN�
RI�UHODWLRQVKLSV�EHWZHHQ�PXWXDOO\�FRQVHQWLQJ�PHQ�DQG�ZRPHQ��
7KLV� LV�JHQHULF�KRPRVH[XDOLW\�3DXO� LV� VSHDNLQJ�RI�DV�XQQDWXUDO��
7KHUH� DUH� VRPH� ZKR� VD\� 3DXO� LV� RQO\� FRQGHPQLQJ� PHQ� DQG�
ZRPHQ�ZKR�JLYH�XS� ŃQDWXUDOń� VH[XDO� UHODWLRQV� IRU� ŃXQQDWXUDOń�
RQHV�DV�D�ZDUQLQJ�WR�ŃVWD\�WUXHń�WR�\RXU�SHUVRQDO�VH[XDO�LGHQWLW\��
,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV�� LI� \RX�FRQVLGHU�\RXU� VH[XDO� LGHQWLW\�DV�KHWHUR-

VH[XDO�� WKHQ� HQJDJLQJ� LQ� D� VDPH�VH[� UHODWLRQVKLS� LV� XQQDWXUDO�
IRU�\RX�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�D�VLQ��$QG�LI�P\�SHUVRQDO�VH[XDO�QDWXUH�



7KLV�PHVVDJH�IURP�6FULSWXUH�ZDV�SUHDFKHG�RQ�6XQGD\��2FWREHU���������DW�&HQWUDO�3HQLQVXOD�&KXUFK�1RUWK
����3LHGPRQW�$YHQXH�_�6DQ�%UXQR��&$�������_��������������_�ZZZ�FSFZHE�RUJ��$GGLWLRQDO�FRSLHV�DYDLODEOH�RQ�UHTXHVW�
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LGHQWLW\�LV�WR�EH�KRPRVH[XDO��WKHQ�LW�ZRXOG�EH�XQQDWXUDO�IRU�PH�
WR�HQJDJH�LQ�D�KHWHURVH[XDO�UHODWLRQVKLS�

'RHV� WKDW� VRXQG� OLNH�ZKDW� 3DXO� LV� VD\LQJ� KHUH"� 1R�� 7KH�ZRUG�
ŃQDWXUDOń�GRHVQłW�UHIHU�WR�VRPHRQHłV�SHUVRQDO�QDWXUH�RU�LGHQWLW\��
LW�UHIHUV�WR�*RGłV�FUHDWHG�GHVLJQ��,Q�3DXOłV�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKRVH�
WZR�WKLQJV�DUH�H[DFWO\�WKH�VDPH�WKLQJ��1DWXUDO�UHIHUV�WR�KRZ�LW�
ZDV�WR�EH�IURP�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�ZKHQ�*RG�FUHDWHG�PDOH�DQG�IH-

PDOH�LQ�KLV�LPDJLQH��6H[XDOLW\�LV�D�*RG�JLYHQ�EHDXWLIXO�JLIW�PHDQW�
WR�EH�HQMR\HG�LQ�WKH�PDUULDJH�RI�RQH�PDQ�DQG�RQH�ZRPHQ�IRU�D�
OLIHWLPH��7R�VHHN�VH[XDO�VDWLVIDFWLRQ�LQ�DQ\�ZD\�DSDUW�IURP�ZKDW�
*RG�FUHDWHG�LV�QRW�ZRUVKLSSLQJ�*RG��,WłV�ZRUVKLSSLQJ�FUHDWLRQ��
,WłV�LGRODWU\��)XUWKHUPRUH��QRZKHUH�LQ�WKH�%LEOH�LV�WKHUH�DQ\�H[-

DPSOH�RI�JRRG�KRPRVH[XDOLW\��3DXO�FRXOG�KDYH�IRXQG�LW�LQ�*UHHN�
DQG�5RPDQ�OLWHUDWXUH��EXW�QRW�LQ�*RGłV�:RUG��

,Q�3DXOłV� WKLQNLQJ�KRPRVH[XDOLW\� LV�ERZLQJ�GRZQ�WR�DQ� LGRO�RI�
ŃVH[XDO�IUHHGRP�ń�,WłV�ORRNLQJ�RXWVLGH�RI�*RG�WR�ğQG�GHHS�LQQHU�
VDWLVIDFWLRQ��)RU�RQH�WR�VWD\�DFWLYHO\�SUDFWLFLQJ�KRPRVH[XDOLW\�LQ�
DQ�XQUHSHQWDQW�SDWWHUQ�RI�EHKDYLRU�LV�LQGLFDWLYH�RI�D�UHMHFWLRQ�RI�
-HVXVł�ORUGVKLS��,łP�UHDGLQJ�D�JUHDW�ERRN��Jesus Outside the Lines, 

WKDW�GHDOV�ZLWK�PDQ\�RI� WKH�KRW�EXWWRQ� LVVXHV� WRGD\ŌSROLWLFV��
WKH�XQERUQ��DQG�VH[XDOLW\��7KH�DXWKRU�6FRWW�6DXOV�ZKR�LV�D�SDVWRU�
VKDUHV�D�VWRU\�DERXW�D�FORVH�IULHQG�ZKR�FDPH�RXW�DV�D�JD\�PDQ��
2QH� GD\� WKH\� PHW� IRU� OXQFK�� $QG� DW� OXQFK� WKH� JD\� PDQ� ZDV�
KHDUWEURNHQ�WKDW�6FRWW�ZRXOG�QRW�FHOHEUDWH�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�KH�KDG�
IRXQG�WKH�ORYH�RI�KLV�OLIH��6FRWW��ZLWK�WHDUV�LQ�KLV�H\HV�VDLG�YHU\�
ORYLQJO\��Ń)RU�PH�WR�DIğUP�WKH�ORYH�RI�\RXU�OLIH�ZRXOG�PHDQ�PH�
denying the love of mine.” 

$W�&3&�ZH�EHOLHYH� LQ�ERWK�JUDFH�DQG� WUXWK��*UDFH� VD\V�ZH�DUH�
DOO� VLQQHUV� LQ�QHHG�RI�D�6DYLRU��*D\�RU� VWUDLJKW��7UXWK�VD\V�� Ń*R�
DQG�OHDYH�\RXU�OLIH�RI�VLQ��ZKDWHYHU�WKDW�PD\�EH�ń�$V�&KULVWLDQV��
RXU� LGHQWLW\� LV� URRWHG� LQ�ZKR�ZH�DUH� LQ�&KULVW��QRW� LQ�DQ\WKLQJ�
HOVH��:H�DW�&3&�ZDQW�WR�EH�D�SODFH�ZKHUH�DQ\RQH�VWUXJJOLQJ�ZLWK�
VDPH�VH[�DWWUDFWLRQ�RU�LGHQWLI\LQJ�ZLWK�WKH�/*%7�FRPPXQLW\�FDQ�
ğQG�D�SODFH�RI�IDLWK��KRSH�DQG�ORYH��D�SODFH�RI�FRPPXQLW\��:H�
EHOLHYH�LWłV�RXU�MRE�WR�SUHDFK�WKH�*RVSHO��WR�ORYH�SHRSOH�DQG�LWłV�
*RGłV�MRE�WR�MXGJH�DQG�FKDQJH�SHRSOH�IURP�WKH�LQVLGH�RXW��3OHDVH�
UHDG�RXU�3RVLWLRQ�3DSHU�ZKHUH�ZH�JR� LQWR�PXFK�JUHDWHU�GHSWK�
DERXW�WKLV�KHDWHG�WRSLF��

7KH� ODVW� UHDVRQ� 3DXO� JLYHV� IRU� KRZ� WKH�ZUDWK� RI� *RG� LV� EHLQJ�
revealed is that Ń:H�H[FKDQJHG�D�ğW�PLQG�IRU�DQ�XQğW�PLQG�ń�
3HRSOH�QRW�RQO\�GR�WKHVH�WKLQJV��EXW�WKHLU�PLQGV�DUH�VR�DIIHFWHG�
that what was good is now bad, and what was bad is now good. 

$QG�QRW�RQO\�WKDW��WKH\�VXSSRUW�WKRVH�ZKR�SUDFWLFH�WKHVH�WKLQJV��
7KHRORJLDQV� FDOO� WKLV� WKH� ŃGRFWULQH�RI� WRWDO�GHSUDYLW\�ń� ,W�PHDQV�
WKDW� ZKLOH� QRW� HYHU\WKLQJ� ZH� GR� LV� FRPSOHWHO\� VLQIXO�� QRWKLQJ�
ZH�GR�LV�FRPSOHWHO\�XQWRXFKHG�E\�VLQ��,�ZDQW�\RX�WR�QRWLFH�WKDW�

WKLV�SDVVDJH�GRHVQłW�VD\�WKH\�DUH�XQKDSS\��7KH�IDFW�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�
KDSS\�LQ�WKHLU�VLQ�MXVW�PDNHV�3DXOłV�SRLQW�HYHQ�VWURQJHU�WKDW�Ń*RG�
JDYH�WKHP�RYHU�ń�3DXO�VD\V�WKDW�WKHVH�SHRSOH�HYHQ�ŃLQYHQW�ZD\V�RI�
GRLQJ�HYLO�ń�:LWK�PRGHUQ�WHFKQRORJ\�ZH�VHH�WKLV�HYHU\�GD\��)URP�
WKH�$VKOH\�0DGLVRQ�ZHEVLWH�ZKHUH�\RX�FDQ�ğQG�VRPHRQH�WR�KDYH�
DQ�DIIDLU��WR�WKH�$SS�7LQGHU�WKDW�KHOSV�\RX�ğQG�VRPHRQH�WR�KRRN�
XS�ZLWK�QHDUE\��:H�DUH�FRQVWDQWO\�H[FKDQJLQJ�WKH�WUXWK�IRU�D�OLH��
WKH�QDWXUDO�IRU�WKH�XQQDWXUDO��DQG�D�ğW�PLQG�IRU�DQ�XQğW�RQH�

%HIRUH�ZH�FRPH�WR�WKH�*RRG�1HZV�DW�WKH�&RPPXQLRQ�WDEOH�OHW�
PH�VXPPDUL]H�3DXOłV�DUJXPHQW�LQ�YHUVHV�������

• *RGłV�ZUDWK�LV�EHLQJ�UHYHDOHG�EHFDXVH�SHRSOH�VXSSUHVV�WKH�
truth.

• *RGłV�ZUDWK�LV�EHLQJ�UHYHDOHG�E\�OHWWLQJ�SHRSOH�JR�WKHLU�RZQ�
way. 

• :KHQ�SHRSOH�JR�WKHLU�RZQ�ZD\��WKH\�IDOO�LQWR�VH[XDO�LPSX-

ULW\�DQG�D�EXQFK�RI�RWKHU�VLQV��

6R�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�UHPDLQV��:K\�GR�ZH�QHHG�*RG�WR�JLYH�XV�KLV�ULJK-

WHRXVQHVV�LQ�WKH�JRVSHO"�%HFDXVH�ZH�DUH�DOO�XQGHU�*RGłV�ZUDWK��
:H�DUH�ZRUVH�WKDQ�ZH�WKLQN��-XVW�EHFDXVH�\RX�FRPH�WR�FKXUFK�
PRVW�6XQGD\V�DQG�\RXłYH�QHYHU�EHHQ�DWWUDFWHG� WR� VRPHRQH�RI�
the same gender, you’re not off the hook. We are all worse than 

we think.

-XVW� WKLV�ZHHN�ZH�DOO�KHDUG�DERXW�DQRWKHU� WUDJLF� VKRRWLQJ�DW�D�
FRPPXQLW\�FROOHJH�LQ�2UHJRQ�ZKHUH���SHRSOH�GLHG�DQG����ZHUH�
LQMXUHG��6XSSRVHGO\�WKH�VKRRWHU�DVNHG�HDFK�YLFWLP�LI�WKH\�ZHUH�D�
&KULVWLDQ�RU�QRW��,I�WKH\�VDLG�\HV��WKH\�JRW�D�EXOOHW�LQ�WKH�KHDG��,I�
WKH\�VDLG�QR��WKH\�JRW�D�EXOOHW�LQ�WKH�OHJ��+RZ�FRXOG�VRPHWKLQJ�
WKLV� WHUULEOH�KDSSHQ"�:H�DUH�ZRUVH� WKDQ�ZH� WKLQN��$QG�3DXOłV�
GD\�ZDVQłW�DQ\�EHWWHU��,W�ZDV�YHU\�FRPPRQ�LQ�WKH�5RPDQ�ZRUOG�
to throw out baby girls like trash in favor of baby boys and for 

PHQ�WR�DEXVH�\RXQJ�ER\V�LQ�WKH�QDPH�RI�VH[XDO�IUHHGRP��:HłYH�
always been worse than we think. 

'RHV�HYLO�OLNH�WKLV�QHHG�WR�EH�SXQLVKHG"�<HV��%XW�KRZ"�7KH�JRVSHO��
,WłV� LQ� WKH�JRVSHO�ZH� OHDUQ�KRZ�-HVXV�ZDV�SXQLVKHG� IRU�DOO� HYLO�
RQFH�DQG�IRU�DOO��7KDW�-HVXV�IXOO\�ERUH�WKH�EUXQW�RI�*RGłV�ZUDWK�
IRU�\RX��7KH�ZUDWK�RI�*RG�ZH�GHVHUYHG�ZDV�SRXUHG�RXW�RQ�-HVXV�
LQVWHDG�RI�XV�DV�KH�ZDV�PXUGHUHG�RQ�WKH�FURVV��+H�OLYHG�D�SHUIHFW�
OLIH�DQG�GLHG�LQ�RXU�SODFH�DQG�IRU�RXU�VLQV�VDWLVI\LQJ�*RGłV�ZUDWK��
He then was raised in power on the third day. Paul writes a bit 

later in Romans, Ń6LQFH�ZH�KDYH�QRZ�EHHQ�MXVWLğHG�E\�KLV�EORRG��
how much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath through 
him!” �5RPDQV�������:H�GRQłW�QHHG�WR�IHDU�*RGłV�ZUDWK�EHFDXVH�
ZH�KDYH�UHFHLYHG�KLV�ULJKWHRXVQHVV��<HV��\RX�DUH�ZRUVH�WKDQ�\RX�
WKLQN�EXW��\RX�DUH�PRUH�ORYHG�DQG�FKHULVKHG�WKDQ�\RX�HYHU�GDUHG�
to imagine.

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


