
This past week Lynn and I made arrangements to visit Washington 
D.C. next month. Believe it or not, neither of us have ever been 
there. Our kids have been there, most of you have been there, 
but we’ve never been there. And so, we’ve been eager to get 
WKHUH�IRU�D�ORQJ�WLPH��DQG�ğQDOO\�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�SUHVHQWHG�LWVHOI��
We can’t wait to see the White House, the Lincoln Memorial, the 
Vietnam Memorial. We’re counting the days.

In many ways, I think this is how the Apostle Paul felt. Although 
he was a highly educated and well traveled man, he’d never 
been to Rome. Rome was a great city, the center of Western 
&LYLOL]DWLRQ�� $� ğUVW� WLPH� YLVLWRU� WR� 5RPH�ZRXOG� UXQ� WR� VHH� WKH�
great Colosseum, the Pantheon, the Roman Forum and all the 
palaces on Palatine Hill. But Paul wasn’t interested in visiting 
Rome to sightsee. In the opening sentence of this letter to Rome 
Paul says he’s eager to visit Rome not as a tourist but to preach 
the gospel there. The word he uses tells us he has more than just 
a passing desire to get to Rome, but a compulsion; he was dying 
to get there.

Why do you think that was? Pretend for a moment we’re chil-
dren. What’s the favorite question children like to ask? Why? 
Kids love to ask, Why? 

,�VD\�WR�P\�ğYH�\HDU�ROG�JUDQGGDXJKWHU��Ń3H\WRQ��OHWłV�JR�WR�WKH�
park.” 

Ń:K\"ń�

Ń%HFDXVH�LWłV�D�QLFH�GD\�RXW�ń�

Ń:K\"ń

Ń%HFDXVH�WKH�VXQ�LV�VKLQLQJ�ń�

Ń:K\"ń�

,�ZDQW�WR�SOD\�WKDW�JDPH�ZLWK�3DXO�WKLV�PRUQLQJ��Ń3DXO��ZK\�DUH�
you eager to preach the gospel?” He answers that question in 
verses 16-17 of chapter one.

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is 
the power of God that brings salvation to everyone 
ZKR�EHOLHYHV��ğUVW�WR�WKH�-HZ��WKHQ�WR�WKH�*HQWLOH��
For in the gospel the righteousness of God is re-
YHDOHGŌD�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�WKDW�LV�E\�IDLWK�IURP�ğUVW�
to last,just as it is written: “The righteous will live 
E\�IDLWK�ń

Paul is eager to preach the gospel in Rome? Why? Because he’s 
not ashamed of the gospel.

We Should be Eager to Preach the Gospel Because 
We’re Not Ashamed of It 
When Paul says he’s not ashamed of the gospel a lot of people 
think that’s just another way of him saying he’s really excited 
about the gospel. Like there’s no way Paul would even think of 
EHLQJ�DVKDPHG�RI�WKH�JRVSHO��:H�WKLQN��Ń3DXO�ZDV�VR�DUWLFXODWH�
and bright; such a great communicator; so passionate and full of 
conviction. How could Paul ever be ashamed?” But I disagree. I 
think Paul said this because there were times he was tempted to 
feel ashamed. I can think of a few reasons Paul—and you and me 
as well—might feel ashamed of the gospel.  

First of all, when you think about it, who was Paul? Rome was 
the symbol of imperial pride and power. People spoke of it with 
DZH��3DXO�PLJKW�KDYH�WKRXJKW��Ń:KR�DP�,�WR�WKLQN�,�KDYH�VRPH-
thing to say Rome will listen to? According to tradition, Paul 
was an ugly little guy with a unibrow, bandy legs, a bald head, 
a hooked nose, bad eyesight and a poor speaker. Paul wrote to 
the Corinthians, “I came to you in weakness with great fear and 

trembling. My message and my preaching were not with wise 

and persuasive words…” (1 Cor. 3-4). How could a guy like that 
think an educated Roman would listen to him? Some of us feel 
the same way. We’re ashamed of the gospel not so much be-
cause of its content but because of its carrier. Who am I? Why 
would people listen to me? 

But there are other reasons. We might be ashamed of the gospel 
EHFDXVH� LW� GHFODUHV� *RG� FKRVH� WR� VDYH� XV� WKURXJK� D� FUXFLğHG�
Savior. Have you ever stopped to think about that? We wor-
ship conquerers, not criminals. We worship powerful athletes, 
brilliant entrepreneurs and talented entertainers. When Paul 
wrote Romans the cross of Christ was already a laughingstock 
LQ� WKH�5RPDQ�ZRUOG��$UFKHRORJLVWV�KDYH� IRXQG�DQFLHQW�JUDIğWL�
in Rome—a drawing on a plaster wall near the Circus Maximus 
GHSLFWV�D�PDQ�ZRUVKLSSLQJ�WKH�FUXFLğHG�&KULVW��%XW�JXHVV�ZKDW��
in that image Jesus is portrayed as a donkey on the cross. The 
PHVVDJH�LV�FOHDU��WR�ZRUVKLS�D�FUXFLğHG�NLQJ�LV�DVLQLQH��+DYH�\RX�
ever felt that? I have. I’m out playing golf with a few old friends. 
2QH� RI� WKHP� DVNV�� Ń,� KHDU� \RXłUH� D� &KULVWLDQ��:KDWłV� WKDW� DOO�
about?” And there’s that moment when you know you have to 
VD\�LW��Ń:HOO��,�FDPH�WR�EHOLHYH�-HVXV�LV�WKH�6RQ�RI�*RG�DQG�KH�GLHG�
on the cross for my sins and…” Their eyes are drilling holes in 
your head. The heat rises on your neck. Your face is red as a beet.   
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Then you have to explain why he had to die on the cross. That’s 
another reason we might feel shame. Isn’t the message of the 
gospel insulting in that regard? Aren’t we all basically good? We 
might be a little goofed up but that’s because of our dysfunc-
WLRQDO�IDPLOLHV�DQG�WRR�PXFK�IDVW�IRRG��%XW�WKH�JRVSHO�WHOOV�PH�
I’m so bad only the death of the sinless Son of God can save me. 
,�JHW�WKDW�QR�RQHłV�SHUIHFW��0D\EH�*RG�ZRQłW�JLYH�PH�DQ�Ń$ń�EXW�
at least I’ll pass. But you’re telling me I don’t have to do anything, 
in fact, I can’t do anything to earn God’s favor. God looks at all 
my good deeds and all my efforts to be a good person and says, 
Ń7KDWłV�QRW�HQRXJK��<RXłUH�QRW�HYHQ�FORVH��7KH�RQO\�ZD\�\RX�FDQ�
gain salvation is by receiving it as a gift.” Really? Where’s your 
self-respect? 

Then there’s this idea that the gospel tells me it’s only through 
Jesus I can possibly be saved. Have you ever tried to explain that 
to someone today? It’s so narrow. It’s not PC at all. It’s like you’re 
telling me all those Hindus, Muslims, Buddhists and all those 
ŃVSLULWXDOń�SHRSOH�RXW�WKHUH�ZKR�JURZ�XS�DQG�OHDUQ�WKHLU�UHOLJLRQ�
and try to be good are going to hell without Jesus? Haven’t we 
moved beyond that kind of narrow and intolerant thinking?

There’s one more reason we might be ashamed. I’m not sure 
if Paul experienced this or not, but sometimes I’m ashamed of 
the gospel because it lumps me together with some really weird 
SHRSOH��QRW�DQ\�RI�\RX��RI�FRXUVH���%XW�OHWłV�EH�KRQHVW��&KULVWLDQV�
can be really weird. You’re out to lunch with a few friends, not 
all of whom are believers. Someone says her daughter just had 
D�EDE\�DQG�\RXU�IULHQG��WKH�&KULVWLDQ�RQH��VD\V��Ń3UDLVH�-HHHVXV�ń�
1RW� Ń-HVXV�ń�EXW� Ń-HHHVXV�ń� <RX�ZDQW� WR� FOLPE�XQGHU� WKH� WDEOH��
/HWłV�IDFH�LW��VRPH�&KULVWLDQV�DUH�ZHLUG�

There’s a lot of reasons Paul and many of us might feel ashamed 
RI�WKH�JRVSHO��%XW�OHWłV�JR�EDFN�WR�P\�TXHVWLRQ��:K\"

Ń3DXO��ZK\�DUH�\RX�VR�HDJHU�WR�SUHDFK�WKH�JRVSHO�LQ�5RPH"

Ń%HFDXVH�,łP�QRW�DVKDPHG�RI�WKH�JRVSHO"ń�

Ń:K\�3DXO"�:K\�DUH�\RX�QRW�DVKDPHG�RI�WKH�JRVSHO"ń

Paul answers that question in the rest of these verses. In essence 
3DXO� VD\V�� Ń,łP� QRW� DVKDPHG� RI� WKH� JRVSHO� EHFDXVH� LW� FKDQJHV�
lives, and I believe people desperately need to hear it.” We’ll 
never be eager and unashamed to share the gospel unless we 
believe it changes lives and people desperately need to hear it.  

We Shouldn’t be Ashamed of the Gospel Because it’s 
the Power of God that Brings Salvation
Look what he says about the life-changing message of the gospel. 
First, he says the Gospel is the power of God that brings salvation. 
Paul was writing to the Romans and they appreciated power, just 
as Americans do. They prided themselves on their power. They 
had military power to conquer all the nations that stood in their 
path; they had a tremendous program of transportation; they 
had some of the greatest law-makers in history; they had the 

power to write literature and create art. But they were power-
less when it came to changing hearts. They couldn’t eliminate 
VODYHU\��KDOI�RI�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�RI�WKH�5RPDQ�(PSLUH�ZHUH�VODYHV��
Rome was full of violence; the suicide rate was off the charts. 
7KH\�FRXOG�GR�QRWKLQJ�DERXW�WKRVH�WKLQJV��1HLWKHU�FDQ�ZH��+HUH�
we are, one of the most wealthy, educated and privileged na-
tions on earth, and yet violent crime and suicides are epidemic. 
Paul says that’s why he’s not ashamed of the gospel—it’s the 
power of God to do what education and technology and really 
smart people can’t do.

Paul says the gospel is the power of God; it doesn’t have the 
power of God or bring the power of God, it is the power of God. 
The preaching of the gospel doesn’t merely make salvation pos-
sible but actually affects salvation to those who believe. A Syrian 
ELVKRS� LQ� WKH�ğIWK� FHQWXU\� VDLG� WKH� JRVSHO� LV� OLNH� D� SHSSHU�� Ń$�
pepper seems to be outwardly cold, but the person who crunches 
LW�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WHHWK�H[SHULHQFHV�WKH�VHQVDWLRQ�RI�EXUQLQJ�ğUH�ń�
,Q�WKH�VDPH�ZD\��WKH�JRVSHO�PLJKW�DSSHDU�DW�ğUVW�WR�EH�D�EHQLJQO\�
interesting theory or philosophy, but if we take it in personally, 
ZH�ğQG�LWłV�IXOO�RI�SRZHU��

Paul says it brings salvation. Salvation from what? Paul will 
unpack that in the next few chapters of Romans, but for now 
understand salvation means to be delivered or liberated from 
something or someone, like the Israelites were delivered from 
VODYHU\� LQ� (J\SW��:KDW� WKH� JRVSHO� EULQJV� LV� VDOYDWLRQ� IURP� WKH�
penalty and the power and eventually the even the presence of 
sin. This salvation is both a present reality and a future hope. Part 
of what we’ll be saved from is the future wrath of God against 
VLQ��,Q�5RPDQV�����3DXO�VD\V��Ń6LQFH�ZH�KDYH�QRZ�EHHQ�MXVWLğHG�
by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath 

through him!”

Paul says he’s eager to preach the gospel. Why? Because he’s 
not ashamed of the gospel. Why? Because it’s the power of God 
IRU�VDOYDWLRQ��2QH�PRUH�WLPH��:K\"�:K\�LV�LW�WKH�SRZHU�RI�*RG�
for salvation? Paul answers that in the next line. He says, “for in 

the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed.” This is another 
reason not to be ashamed. 

We Shouldn’t be Ashamed of the Gospel Because in 
It the Righteousness of God is Revealed 
Scholars have debated for centuries over what Paul means by 
ŃWKH�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�RI�*RGń�DQG�KRZ�LWłV�UHYHDOHG�LQ�WKH�JRVSHO��
(YHU\RQH�DJUHHV�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�LV�DQ�DWWULEXWH�RI�*RG��+LV�FKDU-
acter is righteous and just. Like Abraham asked, “Will not the 

Judge of all the earth do right?”��*HQ����������7KH�DQVZHU�LV��RI�
FRXUVH��6R��ZKDWHYHU�*RG�GRHV�WKURXJK�WKH�JRVSHO�LV�ULJKW�DQG�
just. But again, how is the righteousness of God revealed in the 
gospel? It’s revealed in the sense that this righteousness isn’t just 
an attribute of God but it’s something God gives to us. This is a 



righteousness from God. For us to be right with God we must be 
righteous, but none of us are.

Later in Romans Paul says, “There is no one who is righteous, not 

even one”� �5RP���������7KDWłV�D�SUREOHP��*RG� LV�KRO\�DQG� MXVW��
+H�FDQłW�MXVW�VD\��Ń1R�ELJ�GHDO��1RERG\łV�SHUIHFW�ń�:KDW�NLQG�RI�
judge would say to a guilty criminal standing in a courtroom of 
MXVWLFH��Ń1R�ELJ�GHDO��-XVW�JR�KRPH�DQG�WU\�WR�GR�D�OLWWOH�EHWWHU�ń�
(YHU\�RQH�RI�XV�VWDQGV�JXLOW\�EHIRUH�*RG��%XW�WKURXJK�WKH�JRVSHO�
God found a just way to make us right. The price of justice was 
pain. Paul says Romans 3, Ń*RG�SUHVHQWHG�&KULVW� DV� D� VDFULğFH�
of atonement, through the shedding of his blood—to be received 

by faith… He did this to demonstrate his righteousness at the 

SUHVHQW�WLPH��VR�DV�WR�EH�MXVW�DQG�WKH�RQH�ZKR�MXVWLğHV�WKRVH�ZKR�
have faith in Jesus” �5RP�����������

So the righteousness of God revealed in the gospel is God’s 
righteous way of making sinners right with himself through the 
GHDWK�RI�KLV� 6RQ�� ,WłV�KLV� MXVW� MXVWLğFDWLRQ�RI� WKH�XQMXVW��$QG� LW�
takes place apart from any good works on our part. It’s all grace.

It reminds me of a story about a man who died and faced the 
DQJHO�*DEULHO�DW�KHDYHQłV�JDWHV��7KH�DQJHO�VDLG��Ń+HUHłV�KRZ�WKLV�
works. You need a hundred points to make it into heaven. You tell 
me all the good things you’ve done, and I’ll give a some points for 
each of them. The more good there is in the work you cite, the 
more points you’ll get. When you get to a hundred points, you 
get in.”

Ń2ND\�ń�WKH�PDQ�VDLG��Ń,�ZDV�PDUULHG�WR�WKH�VDPH�ZRPDQ�IRU����
years and never cheated on her, even in my heart.”

*DEULHO�UHSOLHG��Ń7KDWłV�ZRQGHUIXO��7KDWłV�ZRUWK�WKUHH�SRLQWV�ń

Ń7KUHH�SRLQWV"ń�WKH�JX\�VDLG��Ń:HOO��,�DWWHQGHG�FKXUFK�DOO�P\�OLIH�
and supported its ministry with my money and service.”

Ń7HUULğF�ń�VDLG�*DEULHO��ŃWKDWłV�FHUWDLQO\�ZRUWK�D�SRLQW�ń

Ń2QH�SRLQW"ń�WKH�JX\�ZDV�VWDUWLQJ�WR�SDQLF��

Ń:HOO��KRZ�DERXW�WKLV��,�RSHQHG�D�VKHOWHU�IRU�WKH�KRPHOHVV�LQ�P\�
city, and fed needy people by the hundreds during holidays.”

Ń)DQWDVWLF��WKDWłV�JRRG�IRU�WZR�PRUH�SRLQWV�ń�VDLG�WKH�DQJHO�

Ń7ZR�SRLQWV�ń�KH�FULHG�LQ�GHVSHUDWLRQ��Ń$W�WKLV�UDWH�WKH�RQO\�ZD\�
I’ll get to heaven is by the grace of God.”

Ń&RPH�RQ�LQ�ń�VDLG�*DEULHO�

That’s the righteousness of God revealed in the gospel. You can’t 
HDUQ�LW��,WłV�DOO�JUDFH��%XW�ZKR�LV�LW�IRU"�:KR�JHWV�WR�EHQHğW�IURP�
this? Is it for everyone or just a few? If this is just some kind of 
exclusive club for the privileged few I might have reason to be 
ashamed. On the other hand, if there was no response required 
on my part, that would be a problem too. 

We Shouldn’t be Ashamed Because It’s Both 
Boundless and Boundaried
But we needn’t worry about that because Paul says the gospel 
is both boundless and boundaried. It’s boundless. Paul uses the 
ZRUG� ŃHYHU\RQH�ń� 7KDWłV�ZKDW� 3DXO� LV� JHWWLQJ� DW�ZKHQ�KH� VD\V��
ŃğUVW�WR�WKH�-HZ��WKHQ�WR�WKH�*HQWLOH�ń�<HV��WKH�-HZV�KDYH�D�SULRULW\�
over the gentiles as God’s chosen people. They were the guard-
ians of the Old Testament scripture. The Messiah himself, Jesus 
&KULVW�� FDPH�ğUVW� DV� D� -HZ� WR� WKH� -HZV�� 7KDWłV�ZK\� -HVXV� VDLG��
“salvation is from the Jews”��-RKQ��������6R�ZKHQ�3DXO�FDPH�LQWR�
D�FLW\�WR�SUHDFK�WKH�JRVSHO�KHłG�JR�ğUVW�WR�WKH�-HZLVK�V\QDJRJXH�
and preach there. But he didn’t stop there. This gospel is also 
for the gentiles. The fact that Jews have priority doesn’t mean 
the gentiles are excluded. God’s purpose was always to bless the 
whole world through the Jews. This good news is for all of us 
regardless of our ethnicity. 

This church is living proof of that. One thing I love about this 
FKXUFK�LV�RXU�GLYHUVLW\��:HłUH�D�UHĠHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�ZRQGHUIXO�LP-
pact of the gospel on every race and nation. Let’s test this out. If 
\RXłUH�DQ�(DVW�,QGLDQ�EHOLHYHU��$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQ��0LGGOH�(DVWHUQ�
$PHULFDQV��$VLDQ�$PHULFDQV��+LVSDQLF�$PHULFDQV��3DFLğF�,VODQG��
&DXFDVLDQ��VWDQG�XSĽ�,�WHOO�\RX�ZKDW��,łP�QRW�DVKDPHG�RI�WKDW��

But here’s the deal. The gospel is boundless but it’s also bound-
aried. Paul says this gospel is the power of God, not just to ev-
HU\RQH� EXW� ŃWR� HYHU\RQH� ZKR� EHOLHYHV�ń� +H� VXSSRUWV� WKDW� E\�
quoting a verse from the book of Habakkuk, “The righteous 

will live by faith.” Faith is more than just mental assent; but 
also includes an active trust, putting your weight on a promise. 
Faith isn’t just something we start the Christian life with and 
then graduate to good works. Paul says it’s ŃE\�IDLWK�IURP�ğUVW�
to last.” You start with faith and you end with faith. Some of 
you aren’t Christians yet. You go to church. You say your prayers. 
You may even call yourself a Christian. But you haven’t put your 
trust in Jesus. You’re still trying to earn his favor. Some of you are 
Christians. You started with faith but you’re trying to build on 
that faith with something else, like your own good works. God 
doesn’t move us beyond faith; he moves us more deeply into 
it, because all the power we need to change and grow comes 
through faith in the gospel. Faith doesn’t just ignite the Christian 
life; it’s the fuel that keeps us going every day.

It’s like you buy your son what you think is the perfect gift. He 
tears open the gift, but ends up playing with the box. It drives 
\RX�FUD]\�VR�\RX�WU\�WR�ğQG�WKH�SHUIHFW�JLIWV��<RX�VKRS�DQG�ğQDOO\�
ğQG�WKH�JLIW�DQG�\RXłUH�VR�H[FLWHG�WKH�PRPHQW�KH�XQZUDSV�LW��+H�
rips it open, sees the toy and he actually begins to play with it. 
<RXłUH�VR�H[FLWHG��)LQDOO\��YLFWRU\��<RX�JR�LQWR�WKH�NLWFKHQ�WR�JHW�
something to drink, you’re there a few minutes, and then you 
come and what’s he doing? He’s sitting in the box and ignoring 
WKH�JLIW��<RX�FDQłW�EHOLHYH�LW��



7KLV�PHVVDJH�IURP�6FULSWXUH�ZDV�SUHDFKHG�RQ�6XQGD\��6HSWHPEHU����������DW�&HQWUDO�3HQLQVXOD�&KXUFK
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You and I have been given the most awesome gift ever given. It’s 
priceless. It’s the gift every human being needs. In all your work, 
effort and achievement you couldn’t ever have earned it. It’s the 
gift of gifts; the gospel of Jesus Christ, but I’m deeply persuaded 
in the face of this gift, there are many Christians who are content 
to just play with the box.

I’m convinced when we understand the life-changing nature of 
the gospel, when we open the box and actually make that gift 
our own and use it every day, we can’t possibly be ashamed of 
it. This year, as one church on three campuses, we’ll continue 

WR�VWXG\�WKH�ERRN�RI�5RPDQV�DQG�UHPHPEHU�WKLV�UDOO\�FU\Ō1RW�
$VKDPHG��2XU�JRDO�LVQłW�MXVW�WR�SOD\�ZLWK�WKH�ER[�EXW�WR�DFWXDOO\�
put this gift to use in our own lives and then to share it with 
others. I want to encourage you to memorize these two verses. 
Ask God to give you a deeper understanding of the gospel so you 
won’t be ashamed of it. And then look for opportunities to share 
this message. 

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


