
You can see here a photo of what’s called the Dead Sea. It’s called 

the Dead Sea for a reason: it’s dead. That’s because of its salt 

content. It’s the saltiest body of water on the planet, nine times 

VDOWLHU�WKDQ�WKH�RFHDQ��,WłV�VR�VDOW\�QR�ğVK�FDQ�OLYH�LQ�LW��,WłV�D�KXJH�
body of water, 10 miles by 50 miles. But sailboats don’t sail on it. 

<RXłOO�QHYHU�VHH�D�ZDWHUVNLHU�RU�ZDYH�UXQQHU�VNLPPLQJ�DORQJ�WKH�
VXUIDFH�RI�WKH�ZDWHU��1R�RQH�EXLOGV�YDFDWLRQ�KRPHV�RQ�LWV�EDQNV��
,WłV� GHVRODWH�� 7KH�RQO\�SHRSOH�ZKR� OLNH� WKH�'HDG�6HD� DUH�ğUVW�
time tourists to Israel because they can bob in it. It’s impossible 

WR�VLQN�LQ�ZDWHU�WKDW�VDOW\��6R�WRXU�EXVHV�JR�WKHUH��SHRSOH�SXW�RQ�
WKHLU�VZLPVXLWV�DQG�JR�EREELQJ��,WłV�D�ORW�RI�IXQ��XQWLO�\RX�WU\�WR�
ULQVH�RII�WKH�VDOW��,W�JHWV�LQ�HYHU\�QRRN�DQG�FUDQQ\�RI�\RXU�ERG\��
<RXłUH� PLVHUDEOH� IRU� GD\V�� :KDWłV� UHDOO\� LQWHUHVWLQJ� LV� WKHUHłV�
IUHVK�ZDWHU�ĠRZLQJ�LQWR�WKH�'HDG�6HD�FRQWLQXRXVO\��7KH�-RUGDQ�
5LYHU�DQG�VHYHUDO�RWKHU�VWUHDPV�IHHG�LQWR�LW��%XW�WKH�'HDG�6HD�KDV�
no outlet. And because it has no outlet, the fresh water comes in 

DQG�MXVW�VLWV�WKHUH��DQG�WKH�KRW�GHVHUW�VXQ�HYDSRUDWHV�LW�DOO�

0\�JRDO�WRGD\�LV�WR�NHHS�\RX�IURP�EHFRPLQJ�D�'HDG�6HD�SHUVRQ��
7KDWłV� D� SHUVRQ� ZKR� UHFHLYHV� IUHVK� EOHVVLQJV�� IUHVK� UHVRXUFHV��
IUHVK�SURYLVLRQV�IURP�*RG�RQ�D�UHJXODU�EDVLV��EXW�KDV�QR�RXWOHW��
Dead Sea people don’t consistently channel their resources to 

ZKDW�*RG� LV�GRLQJ� LQ� WKLV�ZRUOG��7RGD\� ,łP�JRLQJ� WR� FKDOOHQJH�
\RX�WR�EHFRPH�D�SHUVRQ�PRUH�OLNH�D�ULYHU�WKDQ�D�GHDG�VHD��D�JHQ�
HURXV�SHUVRQ��5LYHUV�WDNH�WKH�ZDWHU�IURP�XSVWUHDP�DQG�FKDQQHO�
LW�GRZQVWUHDP��,�ZDQW�WR�FKDOOHQJH�\RX�WR�WDNH�WKH�UHVRXUFHV�DQG�
EOHVVLQJV�*RG�SXWV� LQ�\RXU� ODS�DQG�FKDQQHO� WKHP�GRZQVWUHDP�
LQWR�WKH�ZRUN�RI�*RG�

$QG�,�ZDQW�WR�VSHFLğFDOO\�DVN�\RX�WR�FRQVLGHU�FKDQQHOLQJ�D�VLJQLI�
icant part of your resources to CPC. If this is your church home—

if this is the place you come to worship and to be fed the Word 

RI�*RG��LI�WKLV�LV�WKH�SODFH�\RX�WXUQ�WR�KHOS�\RX�WR�UDLVH�\RXU�NLGV�
WR�EH�*RG�IHDULQJ�DQG�-HVXV�ORYLQJ�DGXOWVŌWKHQ�,łP�WDONLQJ�WR�
\RX�WRGD\��,�NQRZ�PDQ\�RI�\RX�DOUHDG\�DUH�FRPPLWWHG�WR�JLYLQJ�
WR�WKH�PLQLVWU\�RI�WKLV�FKXUFK��%XW�VRPH�RI�XV�VWLOO�QHHG�WR�JURZ�
LQ�WKLV�DUHD��$V�D�ZKROH�� WKH�JHQHURVLW\�RI� WKLV�FKXUFK�RYHU�WKH�
SDVW� \HDU� KDV� EHHQ� VLPSO\� DZHVRPH�� %XW� DV� \RXłYH� KHDUG� WKLV�
PRUQLQJ��WKH�FKDOOHQJHV�EHIRUH�XV�DUH�SUHWW\�DZHVRPH�DV�ZHOO��
DQG�,�EHOLHYH�ZHłUH�JRLQJ�WR�EH�FKDOOHQJHG�LQ�VRPH�QHZ�ZD\V�WKLV�
\HDU�DQG�LWłV�JRLQJ�WR�VWUHWFK�DOO�RI�XV�

,�NQRZ�LWłV�ULVN\�IRU�PH�WR�WDON�DERXW�WKLV��6RPHRQH�PD\�WKLQN��
Ń2K��KHUH�LW�FRPHV��+HUH�FRPHV�WKH�SLWFK��+HłV�JRLQJ�WR�WU\�WR�JHW�
LQWR�RXU�ZDOOHWV�ń�%XW�LI�WKDWłV�ZKDW�\RXłUH�WKLQNLQJ��\RXłG�KDYH�

KDG� D� UHDO� KDUG� WLPH�KDQJLQJ� DURXQG� -HVXV�� -HVXV� QHYHU� VKLHG�
DZD\�IURP�WDONLQJ�DERXW�PRQH\��+RZDUG�'D\WRQ�ZULWHV��Ń-HVXV�
WDONHG�PXFK�DERXW�PRQH\��6L[WHHQ�RI�WKH�WKLUW\�HLJKW�SDUDEOHV�
were concerned with how to handle money and possessions. In 

WKH�*RVSHOV��DQ�DPD]LQJ�RQH�RXW�RI�WHQ�YHUVHV������LQ�DOO��GHDO�
GLUHFWO\�ZLWK�WKH�VXEMHFW�RI�PRQH\��7KH�%LEOH�RIIHUV�����YHUVHV�RQ�
SUD\HU��OHVV�WKDQ�����YHUVHV�RQ�IDLWK��EXW�PRUH�WKDQ�������YHUVHV�
RQ�PRQH\�DQG�SRVVHVVLRQV�ń�,V�WKDW�EHFDXVH�-HVXV�ZDQWHG�WR�JHW�
LQWR�RXU�ZDOOHWV"�1RW�DW�DOO��+H�WDONHG�DERXW�PRQH\�EHFDXVH�KH�
FDUHG�DERXW�RXU�KHDUWV��+H�NQHZ�LQ�WKH�VDQFWXDU\�RI�RXU�KHDUWV�
PRQH\�LV�RIWHQ�WLPHV�ZRUVKLSSHG�DV�D�JRG��5HPHPEHU�ZKDW�KH�
said, “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one 
and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise 
the other. You cannot serve both God and money” �0DWW��������

,Q���&RULQWKLDQV����3DXO�ZULWHV�WR�WKH�FKXUFK�LQ�&RULQWK�DQG�HQ�
FRXUDJHV�WKHP�WR�FKDQQHO�WKHLU�UHVRXUFHV�GRZQVWUHDP��,Q�GRLQJ�
VR�� KH� JLYHV� VRPH� YHU\� SUDFWLFDO� LQVWUXFWLRQ� RQ� JLYLQJ�� )ROORZ�
DORQJ�DV�,�UHDG�YHUVHV��ŋ���3DXO�WHOOV�XV�VHYHUDO�WKLQJV�WR�KHOS�XV�
EHFRPH�PRUH�OLNH�D�ULYHU�WKDQ�WKH�'HDG�6HD�

Now about the collection for the Lord’s people: 
Do what I told the Galatian churches to do. On 
WKH�ğUVW�GD\�RI�HYHU\�ZHHN��HDFK�RQH�RI�\RX�VKRXOG�
VHW�DVLGH�D�VXP�RI�PRQH\�LQ�NHHSLQJ�ZLWK�\RXU�LQ-
FRPH��VDYLQJ�LW�XS��VR�WKDW�ZKHQ�,�FRPH�QR�FROOHF-
WLRQV�ZLOO�KDYH�WR�EH�PDGH��7KHQ��ZKHQ�,�DUULYH��,�
ZLOO�JLYH�OHWWHUV�RI�LQWURGXFWLRQ�WR�WKH�PHQ�\RX�DS-
SURYH�DQG�VHQG�WKHP�ZLWK�\RXU�JLIW�WR�-HUXVDOHP��
,I�LW�VHHPV�DGYLVDEOH�IRU�PH�WR�JR�DOVR��WKH\�ZLOO�DF-
FRPSDQ\�PH�

Principles of Giving

*LYH�SXUSRVHIXOO\
)LUVW�RI�DOO��KH�WHOOV�XV�WR�JLYH�SXUSRVHIXOO\���3DXO�EHJLQV�E\�UHIHU�
ULQJ� WR� “...the collection for the Lord’s people...” +HłV� UHIHUULQJ�
to a need the Corinthians were well aware of—a collection Paul 

ZDV�WDNLQJ�XS�IRU�WKH�EHOLHYHUV�LQ�-HUXVDOHP�ZKR�ZHUH�SRRU�DV�
a result of widespread famine and persecution. Paul had spent 

PXFK�RI�WKLUG�PLVVLRQDU\�MRXUQH\�FROOHFWLQJ�FRQWULEXWLRQV�IURP�
*HQWLOH� FKXUFKHV� IRU� WKHVH� -HUXVDOHP� EHOLHYHUV�� +H� ZURWH� WKH�
&RULQWKLDQV�DERXW� WKLV� LQ���&RULQWKLDQV�����DV�ZHOO��7KLV� LV� WKH�
SXUSRVH�WKH\�ZHUH�WR�JLYH�WR���

:KHQ�ZH�JLYH��ZHłUH�WR�JLYH�LQ�RUGHU�WR�PHHW�QHHGV�DQG�ZH�VKRXOG�
NQRZ�ZKDW�WKRVH�QHHGV�DUH��:HłUH�QRW�DVNLQJ�\RX�WR�JLYH�WR�DQ�
impersonal fund some faceless committee allocates in ways you 
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…to make and mature more followers of Christ

Now about the collection...

1 Corinthians 16:1–4
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FDUH�OHVV�DERXW��:HłUH�DVNLQJ�\RX�WR�PHHW�UHDO�QHHGV��7KH�PLQ�
LVWULHV� WKLV�EXGJHW� VXSSRUWV� DUH� LPSDFWLQJ�HYHU\RQH� IURP�KLJK�
VFKRRO� VWXGHQWV� LQ�RXU�RZQ�EDFN�\DUG� WR�\RXQJ�ZRPHQ�WU\LQJ�
WR�HVFDSH� WKH� VH[� WUDGH� LQ�%DQJNRN�� 3HRSOHVł� OLYHV� DUH�DW� VWDNH��
:KHUH�WKH\łOO�VSHQG�HWHUQLW\�KDQJV�LQ�WKH�EDODQFH��7KHVH�DUH�UHDO�
needs. And they’re our�QHHGV��:HłUH�D�IDPLO\��7KLV�EXGJHW�LV�our 

IDPLO\�EXGJHW��,W�SXWV�UHDO�GHPDQGV�RQ�HDFK�RQH�RI�XV��$V�ORQJ�
DV�WKLV�FKXUFK�LV�DOLYH��DFWLQJ�DV�VDOW�DQG�OLJKW�LQ�WKLV�FRPPXQLW\��
UHĠHFWLQJ�WKH�YHU\�OLIH�RI�-HVXV�&KULVW��LWłV�JRLQJ�WR�SODFH�GHPDQGV�
RQ�XV��:KHQ�WKHUH�DUH�QR�GHPDQGV�RQ�XV��ZKHQ�WKHUHłV�QRWKLQJ�
PXFK�DW�VWDNH�DQ\PRUH��ZH�PD\�DV�ZHOO�EH�GHDG��7KH�GHPDQGV�
LW� SODFHV�XSRQ�XV�� HYHQ� WKH� 3*	(�ELOOV�� DUH� UHDO� QHHGV�EHFDXVH�
WKH\łUH�WKH�PHDQV�E\�ZKLFK�WKH�PHVVDJH�JRHV�IRUWK�DQG�OLYHV�DUH�
FKDQJHG���6R�ZHłUH�WR�JLYH�SXUSRVHIXOO\������

*LYH�UHJXODUO\
6HFRQG��ZHłUH�WR�JLYH�UHJXODUO\��1RWLFH�ZKDW�KH�VD\V��“...on the 
ğUVW�GD\�RI�HYHU\�ZHHNĽVHW�DVLGH�D�VXP�RI�PRQH\�ń�7KH�ğUVW�GD\��
of course, was and still is the day Christians meet for worship. It 

ZDV�RQ�WKDW�GD\�WKH\�ZHUH�WR�JLYH��3DXO�YLHZHG�JLYLQJ�DV�D�SDUW�RI�
ZRUVKLS��,PDJLQH�FRPLQJ�WR�FKXUFK�DQG�QRW�VLQJLQJ�RU�KHDULQJ�
WHDFKLQJ�IURP�*RGłV�:RUG��:H�VD\��WKDWłV�SDUW�RI�ZRUVKLS��:HOO��
VR�LV�WKH�RIIHULQJ��

2XU�JLYLQJ�RXJKW�WR�EH�DV�UHJXODU�DQG�KDELWXDO�DV�JRLQJ�WR�FKXUFK�
LV��,WłV�D�KRO\�KDELW�GRQH�ZLWK�UHSHWLWLYH�UHJXODULW\�WKURXJKRXW�RXU�
HQWLUH� OLYHV��7KLV� UHPLQGV�PH�RI�D� OLWWOH�JLUO�ZKR�H[SHULHQFHG�D�
PDMRU�EUHDNWKURXJK�LQ�KHU�OLIH�ZKHQ�VKH�OHDUQHG�WR�WLH�KHU�RZQ�
VKRHV��%XW��LQVWHDG�RI�H[FLWHPHQW��VKH�EURNH�GRZQ�LQ�WHDUV��+HU�
IDWKHU�DVNHG�KHU��Ń:K\�DUH�\RX�FU\LQJ"ń�6KH�VDLG��Ń,�KDYH�WR�WLH�
my shoes.” He said, “But you just learned how. It isn’t that hard, 

LV�LW"ń�6KH�UHSOLHG��Ń,�NQRZ��EXW�,łP�JRLQJ�WR�KDYH�WR�GR�LW�IRU�WKH�
rest of my life.”  

0\�KXQFK�LV�VRPH�RI�XV�IHHO�WKH�VDPH�ZD\�DERXW�RXU�JLYLQJ��%XW��
WKLV�LV�WKH�ZD\�JLYLQJ�LV�VXSSRVHG�WR�EH��KDELWXDO��UHJXODU�DQG�V\V�
WHPDWLF��$OWKRXJK�ZH�VKRXOG�DOZD\V�EH�VHQVLWLYH�WR�WKH�6SLULWłV�
SURPSWLQJV��ZHłUH�QRW�WR�JLYH� LQ�DQ�LPSXOVLYH��XQSODQQHG�ZD\��
We’re not to wait for a crisis or for an emotional appeal. We’re 

WR�JLYH�KDELWXDOO\��7KH�EHVW�SUDFWLFH�,�NQRZ�RI�LV�WR�VLPSO\�JLYH�DV�
UHJXODUO\�DV�\RXłUH�SDLG��,I�\RX�JHW�SDLG�WZLFH�D�PRQWK��JLYH�WZLFH�
D�PRQWK�DV�SDUW�RI�\RXU�ZRUVKLS���,I�\RX�ZDQW�WR�PDNH�LW�VLPSOHU��
VHW�XS�\RXU�JLYLQJ�HOHFWURQLFDOO\��3UD\HUIXOO\�PDNH�D�GHFLVLRQ�RI�
ZKDW�\RXłOO�JLYH�DQG�SXW�WKDW�GHFLVLRQ�WR�WKH�WHVW�E\�VFKHGXOLQJ�
LW�ZKHWKHU�RU�QRW�\RXłUH�LQ�WKH�PRRG��7KDW�ZD\�\RXłOO�DOVR�DYRLG�
WKH�WHPSWDWLRQ�RI�VD\LQJ�WR�\RXUVHOI��Ń,łOO�MXVW�SD\�WKHVH�ELOOV�ğUVW�
DQG�JLYH�WR�WKH�FKXUFK�ODWHU�ń

*LYH�SHUVRQDOO\
7KLUG��ZH� VKRXOG� JLYH� SHUVRQDOO\�� 3DXO� VD\V�� “...let each one of 
\RXĽń�3DXO�YLHZHG�JLYLQJ�DV�VRPHWKLQJ�HDFK�SHUVRQ�LQ�WKH�ERG\�
LV�WR�GR��1R�RQH�LV�H[FOXGHG��,WłV�QRW�VRPHWKLQJ�RQO\�IRU�WKH�ZHOO�
RII��:HłUH�QRW�WR�KDYH�WKH�DWWLWXGH�WKDW�VRPH�GD\��ZKHQ�,�PDNH�

PRUH�PRQH\��WKHQ�,łOO�EH�DEOH�WR�JLYH��7KHUH�ZDV�D�WLPH�LQ�P\�OLNH�
ZKHQ�,�SXW�RII�JLYLQJ��,�ZDV�D�VWXGHQW�DQG�,�IHOW�,�GLGQłW�KDYH�WKH�
PRQH\�WR�JLYH� LQ� WKLV�ZD\�� ,� UDWLRQDOL]HG��VD\LQJ�� Ń6RPH�GD\����ń��
%XW�WKDWłV�D�FRS�RXW��,I�\RXłUH�D�FROOHJH�VWXGHQW��GRQłW�ZDLW�XQWLO�
JUDGXDWLRQ�ZKHQ�\RX�JHW�WKDW�JUHDW�MRE�WR�JLYH��*LYH�QRZ��<RX�
VKRXOG�HYHQ�WHDFK�\RXU�FKLOGUHQ�WR�JLYH��(YHQ�WKRXJK�LW�PD\�EH�D�
OLWWOH�ELW��HVWDEOLVK�WKDW�KDELW�LQ�\RXU�OLIH��*LYLQJ�LV�IRU�WKH�ULFK�DQG�
WKH�SRRU��WKH�ROG�DQG�WKH�\RXQJ��7KHUH�DUH�QR�H[FHSWLRQV��*LYLQJ�
LV�WKH�SHUVRQDO�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�RI�HYHU\�RQH�RI�XV���

*LYH�SURSRUWLRQDWHO\
%XW�KRZ�PXFK"�7KH�IRXUWK�SULQFLSOH�LV�ZHłUH�WR�JLYH�SURSRUWLRQ�
ately. Paul says, ŃĽ�VHW�DVLGH�D� VXP�RI�PRQH\� LQ�NHHSLQJ�ZLWK�
your income.” LLWHUDOO\�LW�VD\V��Ń$V�\RXłYH�EHHQ�SURVSHUHGĽń�:H�
JLYH�DFFRUGLQJ� WR�KRZ�*RG�KDV�SURVSHUHG�XV�� 7KHUHłV� D� VWURQJ�
UHPLQGHU�KHUH�WKDW�DOO�ZH�KDYH�FRPHV�IURP�*RG��$QG�ZHłUH�WR�
FKRRVH�KRZ�PXFK� WR�JLYH�EDVHG�RQ�KRZ�PXFK�KHłV�SURVSHUHG�
us. Of course, the amount will be different for all of us, because 

ZHłYH�DOO�EHHQ�SURVSHUHG�LQ�D�XQLTXH�ZD\��

:KHQ�,�VD\�JLYLQJ�LV�WR�EH�SURSRUWLRQDO�WR�RXU�LQFRPH��WKHUH�DUH�D�
FRXSOH�RI�WKLQJV�WR�NHHS�LQ�PLQG��1HLWKHU�3DXO�QRU�-HVXV�HYHU�WROG�
us what that proportion should be. Yes, in the Old Testament the 

-HZV�ZHUH�REOLJDWHG� WR�JLYH�D� WHQWK�RI�DOO� WKH\�KDG��%XW��ZHłUH�
QHYHU�WROG�LQ�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�RI�D�FHUWDLQ�SHUFHQWDJH�ZHłUH�
WR� JLYH�� )RU� WKDW� UHDVRQ�ZH�GRQłW� WHDFK� D� VWULFW� LGHD� RI� WLWKLQJ�
KHUH��RI�JLYLQJ�D�WHQWK�RI�RXU�LQFRPH��:KDW�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�
GRHV�FOHDUO\�WHDFK�LV�ZKDWHYHU�ZH�JLYH��ZHłUH�WR�JLYH�OLEHUDOO\�DQG�
VDFULğFLDOO\��:KDWHYHU� SHUFHQWDJH� ZH� FKRVH� WR� JLYH�� LW� VKRXOG�
EH� HQRXJK� WR� FXW� LQWR� RXU� OLIHVW\OH�� WKHUH� RXJKW� WR� EH� WKLQJV�
ZHłUH�FKRRVLQJ�not� WR�GR�EHFDXVH�RI�RXU�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�JLYH��
)RU�VRPH��WKDW�PLJKW�PHDQ�JLYLQJ�HLJKW�SHUFHQW��IRU�RWKHUV�WKDW�
PLJKW�PHDQ�HLJKWHHQ�SHUFHQW��)RU�PRVW�RI�XV��WHQ�SHUFHQW�ZRXOG�
EH�D�JRRG�SODFH�WR�VWDUW��:KDWHYHU�OHYHO�RI�JLYLQJ�\RXłUH�DW��,�FKDO�
OHQJH�\RX�WR�WDNH�DQRWKHU�VWHS�IRUZDUG�LQ�\RXU�JLYLQJ��

6RPH�RI�\RX�DUH�SUREDEO\�WKLQNLQJ�ZKHQ�\RX�ORRN�DW�\RXU�REOL�
JDWLRQV�DQG�\RX�ORRN�DW�\RXU�VDODU\�WKH�ŃPDWKń�MXVW�GRHVQłW�ZRUN�
IRU�\RX�WR�JLYH�WKLV�ZD\��%XW�\RX�FDQ�WUXVW�*RG�LQ�WKLV��3URYHUEV�
says, Ń7KH�JHQHURXV�PDQ�ZLOO�EH�SURVSHURXV��DQG�KH�ZKR�ZDWHUV�
will himself be watered”��3URY����������7KLV�LV�D�WUXVW�LVVXH��*RG�
SURPLVHV�WR�PHHW�DOO�\RXU�QHHGV��'R�\RX�EHOLHYH�KLP"�<RX�PD\�
KDYH� WR� UHHYDOXDWH� \RXU� OLIHVW\OH�� 6RPH� RI� XV� QHHG� WR� VFDOH� LW�
GRZQ��:H�PDNH�D�ODUJH�VDODU\��EXW�WKH�PRUH�ZH�PDNH�WKH�PRUH�
ZH�VSHQG�DQG�WKHUHłV�QHYHU�DQ\�PDUJLQ��)RU�VRPH��RXU�GHEW�PDQ�
DJHPHQW�LV�VR�JUHDW�ZH�GRQłW�KDYH�DQ\WKLQJ�OHIW�RYHU��,I�\RXłUH�LQ�
WKDW�VLWXDWLRQ��LW�ZRXOG�EH�ZLVH�WR�UHHYDOXDWH�\RXU�DVVXPSWLRQV�
DERXW� WKH�ZD\� \RX� OLYH��'HEW� FRPHV� IURP�ZDQWLQJ�PRUH� WKDQ�
*RGłV�FXUUHQW�SURYLVLRQ�IRU�\RXU�OLIH�DQG�DUUDQJLQJ�RWKHU�ZD\V�WR�
JHW�LW��$QG�ZH�EHFRPH�D�VODYH��ODFNLQJ�WKH�IUHHGRP�WR�VHUYH�*RG�
with our money.



*LYH�ZLOOLQJO\�DQG�ZLVHO\
7KH�ğIWK�WKLQJ�LV�WR�JLYH�ZLOOLQJO\�DQG�ZLVHO\��,�SXW�WKHVH�WZR�LGHDV�
WRJHWKHU�EHFDXVH�WKH\�ERWK�FRPH�RXW�RI�Y�����:HłUH�WR�JLYH�ZLOO�
LQJO\��RXW�RI�WKH�RYHUĠRZ�RI�*RGłV�JUDFH�LQ�RXU�OLYHV��:HłUH�QRW�
WR�JLYH�DV�WKH�UHVXOW�RI�SUHVVXUH�WDFWLFV��3DXO�VD\V�KHUH��“...so that 
when I come no collections will have to be made.” Paul refused 

WR�EH�SUHVHQW�IRU�DQ\�FROOHFWLRQ�WKH�&RULQWKLDQV�WDNH�EHFDXVH�KH�
refused to use the pressure of his presence to sway them in their 

JLYLQJ��+H�ZDQWHG�WKHLU�JLYLQJ�WR�FRPH�IUHHO\�LQ�UHVSRQVH�WR�WKH�
JUDFH�RI�*RG�UDWKHU�WKDQ�LQ�UHVSRQVH�WR�KLV�RZQ�SHUVRQ��2QH�RI�
WKH�ZD\V�ZH�DSSO\�WKLV�DW�&3&�LV�RXU�VWDII�DQG�HOGHUV�GRQłW�NQRZ�
ZKDW�DQ\RQH�JLYHV��<RX�VKRXOG�NQRZ��WKDWłV�UDUH��0RVW�FKXUFKHV�
FDUHIXOO\� WUDFN� WKHLU� PHPEHUłV� JLYLQJ�� HVSHFLDOO\� WKHLU� KLJKHVW�
JLYHUV�� %XW�ZH�GRQłW�ZDQW� WKDW� WR�EH� D�PRWLYDWLRQ� IRU� DQ\RQH��
*LYLQJ�LV�DQ�LVVXH�EHWZHHQ�\RX�DQG�*RG��-HVXV�VDLG�ZKHQ�ZH�JLYH�
ZH�VKRXOGQłW�HYHQ�OHW�RXU�ULJKW�KDQG�NQRZ�ZKDW�RXU�OHIW�KDQG�LV�
GRLQJ��2XU�PRWLYDWLRQ�VKRXOG�EH�KRZ�*RG�KDV�SRXUHG�RXW�KLV�
JUDFH�LQ�RXU�OLYHV��:H�JLYH�EHFDXVH�*RG�JDYH�WR�XV�ğUVW���

%XW�LI�ZH�FDQQRW�WUXVW�WKH�LQWHJULW\�RI�WKRVH�ZHłUH�JLYLQJ�WR��ZH�
ZRQłW�EH�DEOH� WR�JLYH�ZLOOLQJO\��7KDWłV�ZK\�3DXO�DOVR� WHOOV�XV� WR�
EH�ZLVH� LQ�RXU� JLYLQJ��+H� VD\V�� Ń,�ZLOO� JLYH� OHWWHUV� RI� LQWURGXF-
WLRQ� WR� WKH�PHQ�\RX�DSSURYH�DQG� VHQG� WKHP�ZLWK�\RXU� JLIW� WR�
Jerusalem.”�3DXO�LQYLWHG�DFFRXQWDELOLW\�LQ�WKH�VWHZDUGVKLS�RI�WKH�
UHVRXUFHV�WKH�&RULQWKLDQV�JDYH��7KDWłV�ZK\�KH�VD\V��\RX�SLFN�PHQ�
\RX�WUXVW�DQG�VHQG�WKHP�WR�-HUXVDOHP�ZLWK�WKHVH�OHWWHUV��'RQłW�
HYHU�JLYH�WR�D�FKXUFK�RU�D�PLQLVWU\�ZKHUH�WKHUH� LV�QR�DFFRXQW�
ability and where you’re told not�WR�DVN�TXHVWLRQV�

$UH�\RX�PRUH�OLNH�D�ULYHU�RU�PRUH�OLNH�WKH�'HDG�6HD"�*RGłV�:RUG�
VD\V�RXU�JLYLQJ�VKRXOG�EH�SXUSRVHIXO��V\VWHPDWLF��LQFOXVLYH��SUR�
SRUWLRQDO��DQG�ZLOOLQJ��7KLV�LV�WKH�SDWK�WR�WUXH�IUHHGRP�DQG�MR\��
'HDG�6HD�SHRSOH�DUH�GHDG�HQG�SHRSOH��3HRSOH�ZKR�FKDQQHO�WKHLU�

UHVRXUFHV�GRZQVWUHDP�WR�RWKHUV�DUH�OLIH�JLYLQJ�SHRSOH��:H�KDYH�
VR�PDQ\�SHRSOH�OLNH�WKDW�KHUH��,�NQRZ�RQH�FRXSOH�ZKR�KDV�D�KHDUW�
IRU�6\ULDQ�UHIXJHHV��7KH\łUH�JRLQJ�WR�GR�D�VSHQGLQJ�IDVW�IRU�WKH�
PRQWK�RI�6HSWHPEHU��QRW�VSHQG�PRQH\�RQ�DQ\WKLQJ�WKH\�GRQłW�
DEVROXWHO\�QHHG��DQG�XVH�WKH�PRQH\�WKH\�VDYH�WR�JLYH�WR�DQ�RUJD�
QL]DWLRQ�WKDWłV�KHOSLQJ�LQ�WKDW�FULVLV��,�DOVR�NQRZ�RI�D�JX\�IRU�KLV�
��WK�ELUWKGD\�SDUW\�LQYLWHG�KLV�IULHQGV�WR�GRQDWH�WLPH�DQG�PDWH�
ULDOV�WR�EXLOG�D�SOD\KRXVH�LQ�WKH�EDFN\DUG�RI�D�GLVDEOHG�JLUO��/LVWHQ�
WR�WKLV�TXRWH�E\�%LOO\�*UDKDP��Ń*RG�KDV�JLYHQ�XV�WZR�KDQGV�ŋ�RQH�
WR�UHFHLYH�ZLWK�DQG�RQH�WR�JLYH�ZLWK��:HłUH�QRW�FLVWHUQV�PDGH�IRU�
KRDUGLQJ��ZHłUH�FKDQQHOV�PDGH�IRU�VKDULQJ�ń

7RGD\��PDNH�D�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�EHFRPH�PRUH�OLNH�D�ULYHU�WKDQ�WKH�
'HDG�6HD��,�ZDQW�WR�FKDOOHQJH�\RX�WR�REH\�*RGłV�:RUG�LQ�HDFK�
one of these areas:

• ,łOO�JLYH�SXUSRVHIXOO\��,Q�P\�JLYLQJ��,łOO�UHVSRQG�WR�UHDO�QHHGV�
ERWK�ZLWKLQ�WKH�ERG\�RI�EHOLHYHUV�,�FDOO�P\�FKXUFK�KRPH�DQG�
in the community.

• ,łOO�JLYH�UHJXODUO\��,łOO�JLYH�LQ�D�UHJXODU��SODQQHG�DQG�V\VWHP�
atic way. 

• ,łOO�JLYH�SHUVRQDOO\��,�UHFRJQL]H�WKDW�JLYLQJ�LV�P\�SHUVRQDO�UH�
VSRQVLELOLW\�WKDW�,�DP�QHYHU�H[HPSW�IURP�

• ,łOO�JLYH�SURSRUWLRQDWHO\��,łOO�JLYH�WR�WKH�/RUGłV�ZRUN�LQ�NHHSLQJ�
with how he’s prospered me.

• ,łOO�JLYH�ZLOOLQJO\�DQG�ZLVHO\��,�ZRQłW�JLYH�XQGHU�FRPSXOVLRQ�
EXW�UDWKHU�HDJHUO\�DQG�FKHHUIXOO\�DV�D�UHVSRQVH�WR�WKH�/RUGłV�
JHQHURVLW\�ZLWK�PH�

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.
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