
$OPRVW� WHQ�\HDUV�DJR� ,�ZHQW� WR�$IULFD� IRU� WKH�ğUVW� WLPH��7R�EH�
KRQHVW��,�GLGQłW�UHDOO\�ZDQW�WR�JR�RQ�WKH�WULS�EXW�P\�ZLIH�UHDOO\�
ZDQWHG� WR� YLVLW� $IULFD� DQG�RXU� FKXUFK�ZDV� VHQGLQJ� D�PLVVLRQV�
WHDP� WKHUH��:KHQ�ZH�DUULYHG� ,�PHW� D� IDPLO\�ZKR�PLJKW�KDYH�
EHHQ�WKH�OHDVW�OLNHO\�IDPLO\�WR�LPSDFW�PH��7KH\�ZHUHQłW�SDVWRUV��
7KH\�KDGQłW�EHHQ�PLVVLRQDULHV�WKHLU�ZKROH�OLIH��7KH\�QHYHU�HYHQ�
ZHQW�WR�%LEOH�FROOHJH�

2QH�IDOO�/DUU\�:ROWHUV�ZHQW�RQ�D�PLVVLRQ�WULS�WR�$IULFD�ZLWK�KLV�
FKXUFK��%HLQJ�IURP�1HZ�<RUN��WKH�WULS�URFNHG�KLV�ZRUOG��+H�VDZ�
WKH�SRYHUW\��+H�VDZ�WKH�ODFN�RI�IRRG��%XW�PRUH�LPSRUWDQWO\�KH�
VDZ�KRZ�EDGO\�SHRSOH�QHHGHG�-HVXV��7KH�IROORZLQJ�\HDU�KH�ZHQW�
EDFN�DQG�EURXJKW�KLV�ZLIH�DQG� WZR�FKLOGUHQ��7KLV�ZDV�D�\HDUO\�
WKLQJ� IRU� DERXW� WKUHH�\HDUV�� 7KHQ�/DUU\�ZHQW� IURP�JRLQJ�ZLWK�
WKH� WHDPV� WR� OHDGLQJ� WKH� WHDPV��$IWHU� WDNLQJ�PXOWLSOH� WULSV� WR�
%XUNLQD��/DUU\�EHJDQ�D�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�ZLWK�KLV�SDVWRU�DERXW�KRZ�
he felt God was leading him to move his family to serve there 
IXOO�WLPH�� $IWHU� ORWV� RI� SUD\HU� DQG� PDQ\� FRQYHUVDWLRQV�� WKH\�
SDFNHG�WKHLU�WKLQJV�LQ�D�&RQ�H[�ER[�DQG�PRYHG�DFURVV�WKH�ZRUOG��

:KDW�SURPSWV�D�SHUVRQ�WR�GR�VRPHWKLQJ�OLNH�WKLV"�:KDW�FRP�
SHOV�VRPHRQH�WR� OHDYH�WKH�VHFXULW\�RI�WKHLU� MRE��WKH�FRPIRUW�RI�
WKHLU�QHLJKERUKRRG�DQG�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�RI�WKHLU�FKXUFK�WR�VHUYH�
*RG�LQ�DQRWKHU�ORFDWLRQ"�7RGD\�LQ�WKH�VWRU\�RI�1HKHPLDK�ZHłUH�
JRLQJ�WR�VHH�KRZ�D�JURXS�RI�SHRSOH�PDGH�D�VLPLODU�GHFLVLRQ���

,I� \RXłUH� MXVW� MRLQLQJ�XV�� OHW�PH�TXLFNO\� FDWFK�XV�XS�RQ� WKH� OLIH�
RI�1HKHPLDK��1HKHPLDK�KDG�UHFHLYHG�KLV�EURWKHUłV�UHSRUW�DERXW�
-HUXVDOHP�ZKLOH�KH�ZDV�OLYLQJ�LQ�6XVD��.LQJ�$UWD[HU[HV�JUDQWHG�
1HKHPLDK�SHUPLVVLRQ�WR�WUDYHO�WR�-HUXVDOHP�WR�UHEXLOG�WKH�ZDOO��
,W�RQO\�WRRN����GD\V�WR�UHEXLOG�WKH�ZDOO��)URP�WKH�WLPH�KH�ğUVW�
KHDUG� DERXW� WKH� SUREOHP�ZKHQ�KH�ZDV� LQ� 6XVD� XQWLO� WKH�ZDOO�
ZDV�FRPSOHWHG�ZDV�RQO\�QLQH�PRQWKV��1HKHPLDKłV�MRE�ZDVQłW�WR�
MXVW�UHEXLOG�WKH�ZDOO��EXW�WR�HVWDEOLVK�WKH�SHRSOH�RI�*RG�DV�D�PD�
WXUH�FRPPXQLW\�RI�SHRSOH�OLYLQJ�ZLWKLQ�WKH�ZDOOV�RI�-HUXVDOHP��
%DVLFDOO\�KH�ZDV�FDOOHG�WR�8UEDQ�5HQHZDO�

$W� WKLV� SRLQW� LQ� WKH� ERRN� WKH�ZDOOV� KDYH� EHHQ� UHEXLOW� DQG� WKH�
7HPSOH�LV�VWDUWLQJ�WR�IXQFWLRQ�DJDLQ��7KH�ZDOO�QHHGHG�WR�EH�UH�
EXLOW�WR�SURYLGH�VDIHW\�DQG�VHFXULW\�WR�WKH�+RO\�&LW\�RI�-HUXVDOHP��
$�FLW\�ZLWKRXW�D�ZDOO�ZDVQłW�HYHQ�FRQVLGHUHG�D�ERQDğGH�FLW\��7KH�
ERRN�RI�1HKHPLDK� LV�DOO�DERXW�*RGłV�JORU\� UHYHDOHG� LQ�+LV�FLW\�
WKURXJK�+LV� SHRSOH�� 6R�� QRZ�ZH�ğQG�1HKHPLDK�ZLWK� DQ� HYHQ�
JUHDWHU�WDVNŌWKH�UHEXLOGLQJ�RI�WKH�SHRSOH�RI�*RG��$QG�\HW�DJDLQ��
KH�IDFHV�DQRWKHU�PDMRU�SUREOHP��QR�RQH�LV� OLYLQJ�LQ�-HUXVDOHP��
7KH�RQFH�JORULRXV�FLW\�RI�-HUXVDOHP�LV�D�KHDS�RI�UXEEOH�DQG�ORRNV�

PRUH� OLNH� 'HWURLW� WKDQ� 'XEDL�� 7KH� FLW\� QHHGV� WR� EH� LQKDELWHG�
LQ�RUGHU�IRU�WKH�FHQWHU�RI�*RGłV�DFWLYLW\�WR�WKULYH��%XW��KRZ�ZLOO�
1HKHPLDK��KRZ�ZLOO�*RG��JHW�WKH�SHRSOH�WR�PRYH�EDFN�LQ"�

Godly Leaders
7KLV�LV�ZKHUH�ZH�ZLOO�SLFN�XS�WKH�VWRU\�WKLV�PRUQLQJ��,�QHHG�WR�
ZDUQ�\RX��RQ� WKH� VXUIDFH� WKLV� LV� SHUKDSV�RQH� WKH�PRVW�ERULQJ�
FKDSWHUV�LQ�DOO�WKH�%LEOH��7KLV�LV�WKH�NLQG�RI�FKDSWHU�\RX�VNLS�RYHU�
EHFDXVH�\RX�FDQłW�HYHQ�SURQRXQFH�DQ\�RI�WKH�QDPHV�\RX�FRPH�
DFURVV��%XW�LWłV�D�KXJH�PLVV�WR�VNLS�LW��$V�ZH�UHĠHFW�RQ�WKLV�FKDSWHU��
ZHłOO�EHJLQ�WR�VHH�ZKDW�LW�WHDFKHV�XV�DERXW�KRZ�PXFK�*RG�FDUHV�
DERXW�SHRSOH�

After the wall had been rebuilt and I had set the 

doors in place, the gatekeepers, the musicians 

and the Levites were appointed. I put in charge 

of Jerusalem my brother Hanani, along with 

Hananiah the commander of the citadel, because 

he was a man of integrity and feared God more 

than most people do (Neh. 7:1–2).

7KH�NH\�ZRUG�KHUH�LV�ŃDSSRLQW�ń�1HKHPLDK�KDV�WR�DSSRLQW�VRPH�
NH\�OHDGHUV�WR�PDNH�VXUH�WKH�FLW\�LV�UXQ�ZHOO��6R�IDU�DV�-HUXVDOHP�
ZDV�FRQFHUQHG��1HKHPLDK�ZDV�QRZ�SUHSDUHG�WR�ZRUN�WKURXJK�
WZR�FKLHI�RSHUDWLQJ�RIğFHUV��+LV�EURWKHU�+DQDQL�ZRXOG�EH� WKH�
FLYLF�OHDGHU��7KLV�ZRXOG�EH�RXU�PRGHUQ�GD\�HTXLYDOHQW�RI�PD\RU��
7KH�VHFRQG�ZDV�+DQDQLDK�ZKR�ZRXOG�EH�WKH�PLOLWDU\�OHDGHU��RU�
RXU�PRGHUQ�GD\�HTXLYDOHQW�RI�FKLHI�RI�SROLFH�

/RRN� DW� WKH� FULWHULD� 1HKHPLDK� XVHG� IRU� FKRRVLQJ� WKHVH� PHQ��
ŃPHQ�RI�LQWHJULW\�ZKR�IHDUHG�*RG�PRUH�WKDQ�PRVW�SHRSOH�GR�ń�
1HKHPLDK�FKRVH�PHQ�ZKR�KDG�SURYHG�WKHLU�IDLWKIXOQHVV�WR�WKH�
/RUG�� (PSRZHULQJ� PHQ� OLNH� WKLV� WR� OHDG� ZRXOG� HQVXUH� *RGO\�
OHDGHUVKLS�� 7KHRGRUH�5RRVHYHOW�� D� UHPDUNDEOH�$PHULFDQ� SUHVL�
GHQW��RQFH�VDLG�WR�D�JURXS�RI�OHDGHUV��Ń7KH�EHVW�H[HFXWLYH�LV�WKH�
RQH�ZKR� KDV� VHQVH� HQRXJK� WR� SLFN� JRRG�PHQ� WR� GR�ZKDW� KH�
ZDQWV�GRQH�� DQG� VHOI�UHVWUDLQW� HQRXJK� WR�NHHS� IURP�PHGGOLQJ�
ZLWK�WKHP�ZKLOH�WKH\�GR�LW�ń�6RXQGV�OLNH�ZKDW�1HKHPLDK�GLG��

1RZ�WKDW�1HKHPLDK�KDV�PHQ�KH�FDQ�WUXVW�LQ�WKH�OHDGHUVKLS�UROHV��
KH�JLYHV�WKHP�GLUHFWLRQV�WR�NHHS�WKH�JDWHV�VKXW�

I said to them, “The gates of Jerusalem are not to 

be opened until the sun is hot. While the gate-

keepers are still on duty, have them shut the doors 

and bar them. Also appoint residents of Jerusalem 

as guards, some at their posts and some near their 

own houses” (v. 3).
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,�ğQG�LW�VLJQLğFDQW�WKDW�KH�SXWV�VXFK�DQ�HPSKDVLV�RQ�NHHSLQJ�WKH�
JDWHV�VKXW�DQG�KDYLQJ�PHQ�WKHUH�WR�JXDUG�WKHP��,WłV�DOPRVW�OLNH�
1HKHPLDK� KDV� MXVW� HVWDEOLVKHG� WKH� ğUVW� QHLJKERUKRRG� ZDWFK�
SURJUDP��+LV�DFWLRQV�UHYHDO�WKDW�1HKHPLDK�ZDV�VWLOO�FRQFHUQHG�
DERXW� -HUXVDOHP��7KHUH�ZDV� VWLOO� D� SRVVLELOLW\� RI� LQYDVLRQ� IURP�
WKH�HQHP\�ZKR�RSSRVHG�WKH�UHEXLOGLQJ�RI�WKH�ZDOO��7KHUH�ZDV�
DQRWKHU�LQYDVLRQ�KH�LV�FRQFHUQHG�DERXW�DOVR��D�PRUH�VXEWOH�LQ�
YDVLRQ�� 7KLV� ZDV� WKH� LQYDVLRQ� RI� WKRXJKWV� DQG� LGHDV� FRPLQJ�
WKURXJK�WKH�JDWHV�WKDW�FRXOG�XQGHUPLQH�WKH�ZRUN�RI�*RG�

/HW� PH� DVN� \RX� D� IHZ� TXHVWLRQV�� $UH� \RX� JXDUGLQJ� WKH� JDWHV�
DURXQG�\RXU�RZQ�OLIH"�'R�\RX�KDYH�WKLQJV�\RX�MXVW�ZRQłW�OHW�LQ"�
6XUH��\RX�ORFN�\RXU�GRRUV�WR�NHHS�\RXU�KRPH�VDIH�DW�QLJKW��<RX�
ORFN�\RXU�FDU�VR�QR�RQH�VWHDOV�LW��%XW�GR�\RX�KDYH�JDWHV�RQ�\RXU�
SKRQH�WR�SURWHFW�\RXU�ZDON�ZLWK�WKH�/RUG"�'R�\RX�KDYH�JDWHV�RQ�
\RXU�FRQYHUVDWLRQV�DW�ZRUN�ZLWK�SHRSOH�RI�WKH�RSSRVLWH�JHQGHU�
WR�SURWHFW�\RXU�PDUULDJH� IURP�DGXOWHU\"�'R�\RX�KDYH�JDWHV� WR�
SUHYHQW�\RXUVHOI�IURP�IDOOLQJ�LQWR�DGGLFWLRQ"�7KH�UHDVRQ�ZH�GRQłW�
SXW�XS�JDWHV�LV�EHFDXVH�LWłV�KDUG�ZRUN��

/HW�PH�JHW�SHUVRQDO�RQ�WKH�QHHG�IRU�JDWHV�LQ�RXU�OLYHV��<RX�PLJKW�
NQRZ� WKDW� ,� KDYH� DQ� DGGLFWLYH� SHUVRQDOLW\�� ,� VWDUWHG� GULQNLQJ�
DOFRKRO� DW� WKH�DJH�RI����� ,łYH�EHHQ�DUUHVWHG�PXOWLSOH� WLPHV� IRU�
DOFRKRO�UHODWHG� LQVWDQFHV�� WKH� ğUVW� EHLQJ�ZKHQ� ,�ZDV� ��� \HDUV�
ROG��:KHQ�,�ZDV����,�VXUUHQGHUHG�P\�OLIH�WR�WKH�/RUG�DQG�PDGH�D�
FRPPLWPHQW�WR�IROORZ�+LP��,�NQHZ�WKDW�PHDQW�,�QHHGHG�WR�JLYH�
XS�DOFRKRO��,�QHHGHG�WR�SXW�XS�D�JDWH�LQ�P\�OLIH�WR�NHHS�DOFRKRO�
RXW�EHFDXVH�,�DP�QRW�WKH�NLQG�RI�SHUVRQ�ZKR�FDQ�KDYH�MXVW�RQH�
GULQN��7KLV�KDV�EHHQ�D�JDWH�,łYH�KDG�WR�UHLQIRUFH�� ORFN�VKXW�DQG�
ğJKW�WR�NHHS�LQ�SODFH��7KHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�PDQ\�WLPHV�WKDW�,�ZDQWHG�
WR�KDYH�MXVW�RQH�VLS�EXW�,�NQRZ��LI�,�VWDUW�GULQNLQJ�DJDLQ��VRRQHU�
RU�ODWHU�,łP�JRLQJ�WR�HQG�XS�EDFN�LQ�MDLO��,łYH�NHSW�WKLV�JDWH�XS�IRU�
���\HDUV�QRZ�DQG�KDYH�WR�ğJKW�GDLO\�WR�NHHS�LW�LQ�SODFH�EHFDXVH�
LWłV�VWLOO�D�VWUXJJOH�IRU�PH��,�KDYH�RWKHU�JDWHV�XS�WRR��JDWHV�WR�NHHS�
SRUQ�RXW��JDWHV�WR�VWD\�DZD\�IURP�JDPEOLQJ��JDWHV�WR�DYRLG�RYHU�
VSHQGLQJ�EHFDXVH� ,łYH� VHHQ�KRZ�GHVWUXFWLYH� WKHVH� WHPSWDWLRQV�
KDYH�EHHQ�IRU�PH��:KHQ�WDONLQJ�DERXW�JDWHV�LQ�RXU�OLYHV��,łP�QRW�
VD\LQJ�ZH�VKXW�RXUVHOYHV�RII� IURP�WKH�ZRUOG��EXW�ZH�GR�JXDUG�
RXUVHOYHV�IURP�WKH�LPSXULW\�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��

God’s People
7KH�ğUVW� VWHS� LQ�XUEDQ� UHQHZDO�ZDV� IRU� -HUXVDOHP�WR�HVWDEOLVK�
*RGO\�OHDGHUVKLS�DIWHU�WKH�ZDOO�ZDV�HUHFWHG��$V�WKH�FKDSWHU�FRQ�
WLQXHV�ZH�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�VHH�D�PLQRU�SUREOHP��*RGłV�FLW\�LV�ZDOOHG��
KDV�*RGO\�OHDGHUVKLS��EXW�QR�RQH�ZDQWV�WR�OLYH�WKHUH�

Now the city was large and spacious, but there 

were few people in it, and the houses had not yet 

been rebuilt (v. 4).

+RZ�FRPH�WKH�FLW\�ORRNV�OLNH�D�JKRVW�WRZQ"�+LVWRULFDOO\�ZH�NQRZ�
LWłV� EHHQ� DERXW� ���� \HDUV� VLQFH� WKH�%DE\ORQLDQV� GHVWUR\HG� WKH�
FLW\��7KH\�DOPRVW�GHFLPDWHG�WKH�HQWLUH�SRSXODWLRQ�RI�-HUXVDOHP�
DQG�FDUULHG�RII�WKRVH�WKH\�GLGQłW�NLOO��7KH�SHRSOH�ZKR�UHWXUQHG�

ZLWK�WKH�ğUVW�JURXS�RI�H[LOHV�ZHQW�WR�VHWWOH�LQ�WKHLU�RULJLQDO�WRZQV�
RXWVLGH�WKH�FLW\�RI�-HUXVDOHP��6LQFH�WKH�FLW\�ZDV�LQ�VKDPEOHV�DQG�
GHIHQVHOHVV�LW�ZDVQłW�WKH�LGHDO�ORFDWLRQ��

.QRZLQJ� WKLV� KLVWRULFDO� LQIRUPDWLRQ� OHWłV� WKLQN� DERXW� WKLV� LQ�
RXU�FRQWH[W��LQ�RXU�WLPH�SHULRG��:KDW�DUH�VRPH�UHDVRQV�SHRSOH�
ZRXOG�UDWKHU�OLYH�LQ�WKH�VXEXUEV�RU�WKH�FRXQWU\VLGH�DV�RSSRVHG�
WR�WKH�FLW\"�7KH�PRVW�REYLRXV�UHDVRQ�LV�FLWLHV�DUH�FURZGHG��7KH�
FULPH�UDWH� LV�PXFK�KLJKHU��7KH�FRVW�RI� OLYLQJ�FDQ�EH�JUHDWHU��$�
IHZ�ZHHNV� DJR� ,�ZDV� WDONLQJ�ZLWK� D� IULHQG�ZKR� LV�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�
ORIWV�LQ�WKH�FLW\�WKDW�UHQW�IRU�������D�PRQWK��7KHUH�LV�DOVR�OLP�
LWHG�SDUNLQJ��,I�\RX�KDYH�FKLOGUHQ��WKH�VFKRROV�FDQ�EH�SHUFHLYHG�DV�
QRW�DV�JRRG��7R�EH�PRUH�JUDSKLF��\RX�PLJKW�KDYH�SURVWLWXWHV�DQG�
GUXJ�GHDOHUV�RQ�\RXU��EORFN��$QG�WKHUH�LV�LQFUHDVHG�DPRXQWV�RI�
YLROHQFH��,łP�QRW�GLVFRXUDJLQJ�FLW\�OLYLQJ��,łP�PHUHO\�EULQJLQJ�RXW�
UHDVRQV�ZK\�SHRSOH��QRW�MXVW�&KULVWLDQV��DYRLG�WKH�FLW\��

1HKHPLDK�QHHGHG�WR�HVWDEOLVK�D�SODQ�IRU�XUEDQ�UHQHZDO�VR�KH�
JDWKHUHG�WKH�-HZLVK�OHDGHUV�WRJHWKHU�WR�VHH�ZKR�ZDV�DYDLODEOH�
WR�SRSXODWH�WKH�FLW\�

So my God put it into my heart to assemble the 

QREOHV�� WKH� RIğFLDOV� DQG� WKH� FRPPRQ� SHRSOH� IRU�
registration by families. I found the genealogical 

UHFRUG�RI�WKRVH�ZKR�KDG�EHHQ�WKH�ğUVW�WR�UHWXUQ��
This is what I found written there: (v. 5).

7KH� ODUJHVW� SDUW� RI� FKDSWHU� �� LV� WKH� H[WUDFW� IURP� WKH� DUFKLYHV��
PHDQLQJ�1HKHPLDK�JUDEEHG�D�GXVW\�ROG�ERRN��ZULWWHQ�VRPH����
\HDUV�HDUOLHU�E\�(]UD�WKH�SULHVW��WR�VHH�ZKR�ZDV�DYDLODEOH�WR�OLYH�
ZLWKLQ�WKH�ZDOOV�RI�-HUXVDOHP��7KH\�ZHUH�SHRSOH�ZKR�FRXOG�WUDFH�
WKHLU� DQFHVWU\� EDFN� WR�$EUDKDP��1RZ� WKH\� FRXOGQłW� MXVW� MXPS�
RQ�DQFHVWRU\�FRP��WKH\�KDG�WR�GR�LW�WKH�ROG�IDVKLRQHG�ZD\��:K\�
ZRXOG� LW� EH� LPSRUWDQW� WR� JDWKHU� WKH� OHDGHUV� DQG� H[DPLQH� WKH�
JHRORJLFDO� UHFRUGV"�1HKHPLDK�KDG� WR�NQRZ�ZKR�ZDV�DYDLODEOH�
WR�SRSXODWH�WKH�FLW\��2QO\�WKRVH�ZKR�ZHUH�OLVWHG�LQ�WKH�JHRORJLFDO�
UHFRUGV�ZHUH�TXDOLğHG�WR�OLYH�LQ�*RGłV�+RO\�&LW\��7KHVH�ZHUH�WKH�
QDPHV� RI� SHRSOH�ZKR� KDG� VDFULğFHG� D� JUHDW� GHDO� WR� HVWDEOLVK�
,VUDHO�DIWHU����\HDUV�RI�H[LOH�

7KH�GRFXPHQW�FRQWDLQHG�QLQH�FDWHJRULHV�RI�SHRSOH��,łP�QRW�JRLQJ�
WR�UHDG�WKH�HQWLUH�FKDSWHU�EXW�,�ZDQW�WR�EUHDN�LW�GRZQ��6WDULQJ�
LQ�YHUVH���ZH�VHH�WKH�RULJLQDO�OHDGHUV��,Q�YHUVHV������ZH�KDYH�D�
OLVW�RI�-HZLVK�SHRSOH�DQG�WKHLU�RULJLQDO�WRZQV��.HHS�JRLQJ�LQ�WKH�
FKDSWHU� DQG� YHUVHV� ������ZH�KDYH� WKH�RULJLQDO� SULHVWV�� /HYLWHV�
DQG� WHPSOH� VHUYDQWV�� ,Q� YHUVHV� ������ZH�KDYH� D� OLVW� RI� SHRSOH�
ZKR�FRXOGQłW�SURYH�WKHLU�-HZLVK�DQFHVWU\��7KHQ�ZH�PRYH�RQ�WR�
JHWWLQJ�D�WRWDO�QXPEHU�RI�SHRSOH�DQG�DQLPDOV�ZKR�UHWXUQHG��7KH�
FKDSWHU�HQGV�ZLWK�D�UHFRUG�RI�WKRVH�ZKR�JDYH�JHQHURXVO\�WR�UH�
EXLOG�WKH�7HPSOH�RI�*RG�

6R�ZKDW�GRHV�WKLV�JHQHDORJ\�KDYH�WR�GR�ZLWK�XV"�$W�ğUVW�JODQFH�
WKLV� LV� MXVW� D� ELJ� ORQJ� OLVW� RI� QDPHV� WKDW� \RX� FRXOG� QHYHU� SUR�
QRXQFH��,I�\RXłUH�KRQHVW��\RX�ZRXOG�SUREDEO\�VNLP�LW�ZKHQ�\RX�
FDPH�WR�LW�ZKLOH�UHDGLQJ�WKH�%LEOH��0D\EH��MXVW�PD\EH��LI�\RXłUH�
H[SHFWLQJ�D�FKLOG�\RX�PLJKW�JR�KHUH�WR�ğQG�D�EDE\�QDPH��,W�ZRXOG�



KDYH�EHHQ�DQ�KRQRU�WR�KDYH�\RXU�QDPH�OLVWHG�KHUH��EXW�WKHUH�LV�D�
EHWWHU�ERRN�WR�KDYH�\RXU�QDPH�ZULWWHQ�LQ��'LG�\RX�NQRZ�IRU�XV�
WR�HQWHU�KHDYHQ�ZH�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�KDYH�D�VSLULWXDO�JHQHDORJ\�WKDW�
FRQQHFWV�XV�WR�-HVXV�&KULVW"�'LG�\RX�NQRZ�WKHUH�LV�D�ERRN�ZULWWHQ�
IRU�WKDW�YHU\�SXUSRVH"�

7KURXJKRXW� 6FULSWXUH� ZH� JHW� JOLPSVHV� RI� ZKDW� LV� NQRZQ� DV�
WKH�ERRN�RI�OLIH��-HVXV�WHOOV�XV�WR�UHMRLFH�EHFDXVH�RXU�QDPHV�DUH�
ZULWWHQ�LQ�KHDYHQ��/XNH���������3DXO�VSHDNV�WR�KLV�IHOORZ�ZRUNHUV�
ZKRVH� ŃQDPHV� DUH� LQ� WKH� ERRN� RI� OLIHń� �3KLOLSSLDQV� ������ ,W� DOO�
FRPHV�WR�D�FOLPD[�LQ�5HYHODWLRQ�ZKHQ�ZH�VHH�RQO\�WKRVH�ZKRVH�
QDPHV�DUH�ZULWWHQ� LQ� WKH�ERRN�RI� OLIH�ZLOO�EH�DOORZHG�WR�HQWHU��
“Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does 
what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are 
written in the Lamb’s book of life”� �5HY���������� ,V� \RXU�QDPH�
ZULWWHQ�LQ�WKH�ERRN�RI�OLIH"�$OO�RI�WKLV�VHHPLQJO\�PHDQLQJOHVV�JH�
QHDORJ\�SRLQWV�XV�WR�-HVXV�&KULVW�DQG�WKH�ERRN�RI�OLIH��:LWKRXW�
KDYLQJ�WKHLU�QDPH�ZULWWHQ�LQ�WKH�ERRN�WKH�-HZV�FRXOGQłW�OLYH�LQ�
WKH�FLW\��:LWKRXW�KDYLQJ�RXU�QDPH�LQ�WKH�ERRN�RI�OLIH��ZH�FDQłW�
HQMR\�KHDYHQ�ZLWK�*RG��

God’s City
:LWK�WKH�JHQHDORJ\�HVWDEOLVKHG�LW�ZDV�WLPH�WR�EHJLQ�SRSXODWLQJ�
*RGłV� FLW\�� 7XUQ� WR� 1HKHPLDK� FKDSWHU� ����:HłUH� QRW� VNLSSLQJ�
FKDSWHUV�������ZH�ZLOO�SLFN�WKHP�XS�DV�WKH�VHULHV�FRQWLQXHV��EXW�
IRU�WRGD\�ZH�ZDQW�WR�NHHS�ZLWK�WKH�ĠRZ�RI�XUEDQ�UHQHZDO�DQG�
PRYLQJ�WR�FKDSWHU����LV�WKH�QDWXUDO�SURJUHVVLRQ�RI�WKH�WH[W�VLQFH�
LW�LQYROYHV�SRSXODWLQJ�*RGłV�FLW\�ZLWK�*RGłV�SHRSOH�

Now the leaders of the people settled in Jerusalem. 

The rest of the people cast lots to bring one out of 

every ten of them to live in Jerusalem, the holy 

city, while the remaining nine were to stay in their 

own towns. The people commended all who vol-

unteered to live in Jerusalem (11:1–2).

7KH� OHDGHUV�DUH� WKH�ğUVW� WR� VHWWOH� LQ� WKH� FLW\��:KDW�D�JUHDW� H[�
DPSOH��,W�ZDV�WKH�OHDGHUV�ZKR�FDXJKW�WKH�YLVLRQ�WR�UHVWRUH�*RGłV�
KRO\� FLW\� DQG� OHG� WKH�ZD\� LQ� SRSXODWLQJ� LW�� 7KH\� NQHZ� LI� WKH\�
ZHUHQłW�WKH�ğUVW�WR�VDFULğFH�DQG�VHWWOH�WKHUH��WKH�SHRSOH�ZRXOG�
QHYHU�PDNH�WKH�VDFULğFH�

$IWHU� WKH� OHDGHUV�� WKHUH� DUH� WZR� IDFWRUV� WKDW� EURXJKW� SHRSOH�
LQ�WKH�FLW\��)LUVW��WKH�OHDGHUV�FDVW� ORWV�WR�EULQJ�RQH�RXW�RI�HYHU\�
WHQ�SHRSOH�IURP�WKH�FRXQWU\VLGH�LQWR�WKH�FLW\��,W�ZDV�VRPHWKLQJ�
OLNH� WKH�PLOLWDU\�GUDIW�GXULQJ� WKH�9LHWQDP�ZDU��:KHQ�D�PDQłV�
QXPEHU�FDPH�XS��KH�ZHQW�

7KH�VHFRQG�ZD\�WKH�FLW\�ZDV�SRSXODWHG�LV�RI�JUHDWHU�LQWHUHVW�WR�
XV��1HKHPLDK�WHOOV�XV�WKHUH�ZDV�D�JURXS�RI�SHRSOH�ZKR�ŃYROXQ�
WHHUHGń� WR� OLYH� LQ� -HUXVDOHP�� 7KLV�ZRUG� YROXQWHHU� SRLQWV� WR� DQ�
LQQHU� VHQVH�RI� FRPSXOVLRQ��7KHUH�DUH� WKH�QLQH�WHQWKV�ZKR�DUH�
OLYLQJ�RXWVLGH�WKH�FLW\�ZDOOV�DQG�*RG�VWLUV�LQ�D�QXPEHU�RI�WKHP�
WR�PRYH�WR�WKH�FLW\��,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��GHHS�GRZQ�LQVLGH�WKHVH�YRO�
XQWHHUV�ZHUH�FRPSHOOHG�E\�*RG��7KHVH�SHRSOH�OHIW�WKHLU�VFKRRO�

GLVWULFW��OHIW�WKHLU�KRPH�LQ�WKH�FRXQW\�DQG�FDPH�WR�OLYH�LQ�*RGłV�
KRO\�FLW\�VR�LW�ZRXOGQłW�FRQWLQXH�WR�EH�GHVRODWH��

'LG� \RX� NQRZ� WKDW� WKH� QHZ� -HUXVDOHP� ZLOO� EH� D� ELJ� FLW\"� ,Q�
5HYHODWLRQ����ZH�VHH�GHWDLOHG�SODQV�RI�ZKDW�KHDYHQ�ZLOO�EH�OLNH��
,Q�5HYHODWLRQ�������-RKQ�WHOOV�XV�KHDYHQ�ZLOO�EH�D�FLW\��,WłV�JRLQJ�
WR�EH�D�ELJ�FLW\�������VTXDUH�PLOHV�WR�EH�H[DFW��/HW�PH�SXW�LQWR�
SHUVSHFWLYH�KRZ�ELJ������VTXDUH�PLOHV�LV��7KH�3HQLQVXOD��ZKHUH�
ZH�OLYH��LV����PLOHV�ORQJ��)URP�WKH�WRS�RI�&DOLIRUQLD�WR�WKH�ERWWRP�
LV�DOPRVW�����PLOHV��7KH�VL]H�RI�WKH�QHZ�+HDYHQ�LV�DOPRVW�GRXEOH�
WKH�OHQJWK�RI�WKH�VWDWH�RI�&DOLIRUQLD�

(DUOLHU�ZH�WDONHG�DERXW�UHDVRQV�WR�QRW�OLYH�LQ�WKH�FLW\�EXW�WKHVH�
SHRSOH�LJQRUHG�DOO�WKH�UHDVRQV��:H�DUH�DOO�DZDUH�RI�WKH�DFFHOHU�
DWLQJ�XUEDQL]DWLRQ�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��$W�WKH�WLPH�RI�-HVXV�WKHUH�ZHUH�
RQO\�DERXW�����PLOOLRQ�SHRSOH�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��7KDW�QXPEHU�LV�OHVV�
WKDQ� WKH� FXUUHQW� SRSXODWLRQ� RI� WKH� 8QLWHG� 6WDWHV� WRGD\�� 7ZR�
WKRXVDQG�\HDUV�ODWHU�WKDW�QXPEHU�VN\URFNHWHG�WR���ELOOLRQ�SHRSOH�
RQ�SODQHW�HDUWK��%\�������WKDW�QXPEHU�LV�SURMHFWHG�WR�UHDFK����
ELOOLRQ�SHRSOH�RQ�SODQHW�HDUWK��7KH�YDVW�PDMRULW\�RI� WKHVH�QHZ�
SHRSOH�DUH�DQWLFLSDWHG�WR�OLYH�LQ�FLWLHV��

/HWłV� SXW� WKLV� LQ� FRPSDULVRQ�� 7ZR� KXQGUHG� \HDUV� DJR� RQO\� ����
SHUFHQW� RI� WKH�ZRUOGłV� SRSXODWLRQ� OLYHG� LQ� FLWLHV�� WKH� UHVW� OLYHG�
LQ�VPDOO� WRZQV�DQG�YLOODJHV��7KH�ğJXUHG� MXPSHG�WR����SHUFHQW�
E\�������7RGD\�WKH�81�UHSRUWV����SHUFHQW�RI�SHRSOH�OLYH�LQ�ODUJH�
FLWLHV��<RX�PLJKW�EH�ZRQGHULQJ��Ń+RZ�GR�WKHVH�JOREDO�VWDWLVWLFV�
FRPSDUH�LQ�$PHULFD�DQG�ZKDW�GRHV�WKLV�KDYH�WR�GR�ZLWK�PH"ń�/HW�
PH�DQVZHU�WKRVH�IRU�\RX��2YHU����SHUFHQW�RI�WKH�$PHULFDQ�SRS�
XODWLRQ�OLYHV�LQ�D�PHWURSROLWDQ�DUHD��1HZ�<RUN�&LW\�LV�RXU�ODUJHVW�
PHWURSROLWDQ� DUHD�ZLWK� RYHU� ���PLOOLRQ� SHRSOH� DQG� RI� FRXUVH�
/RV�$QJHOHV�LV�QH[W�LQ�OLQH�ZLWK�RYHU����PLOOLRQ�SHRSOH��&RPSDUH�
VRPH�RI�WKLV�WR�WKH�HQWLUH�VWDWH�RI�:\RPLQJ�ZLWK�D�SRSXODWLRQ�RI�
MXVW���������SHRSOH��

:KDW�GRHV�DOO� WKLV� LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�FLWLHV�PHDQ� IRU�XV� WRGD\"� ,W�
VHHPV�WKDW�*RG�LV�D�ELJ�IDQ�RI�FLWLHV��+H�ZDQWV�-HUXVDOHP�UHSRSX�
ODWHG�DQG�KHDYHQ�LV�D�KXJH�FLW\��,I�SHRSOH�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�EH�OLYLQJ�
LQ�FLWLHV��ZKHUH�LV�WKH�PRVW�VWUDWHJLF�SODFH�IRU�XV�WR�EH�WKH�OLJKW�
RI�WKH�ZRUOG"�7KH�PRVW�VWUDWHJLF�SODFH�IRU�\RX�WR�EH�D�OLJKW�IRU�
-HVXV� LV� ULJKW�ZKHUH�\RX�DUH� OLYLQJ�� ,I�\RX�DUH� OLYLQJ� LQ� WKH�FLW\��
NHHS�EHLQJ�D�OLJKW�WR�\RXU�QHLJKERUV��,I�\RX�DUH�OLYLQJ�DURXQG�WKH�
FRUQHU��NHHS�EHLQJ�D� OLJKW�WR�\RXU�QHLJKERUV��:H�OLYH� LQ�DQ�H[�
WUHPHO\�VWUDWHJLF�SDUW�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��,�DFWXDOO\�WKLQN�ZKDW�KDSSHQV�
KHUH�LQĠXHQFHV�WKH�HQWLUH�ZRUOG�EHFDXVH�RI�WHFKQRORJ\��ELRVFL�
HQFH�DQG�PXFK�PRUH��

$ERXW� WKUHH� \HDUV� DJR�P\�ZLIH� DQG� ,�ZHUH� SUD\LQJ� IRU�ZKHUH�
*RG�ZRXOG�OHDG�XV�QH[W��:H�VHQVHG�RXU�WLPH�DW�RXU�ODVW�FKXUFK�
ZDV�GRQH�DQG�ZHUH�ZDLWLQJ�IRU�*RG�WR�RSHQ�DQRWKHU�GRRU��$V�ZH�
SUD\HG� ,� VSHFLğFDOO\� VHQVHG�*RG� VD\LQJ�� Ń,łP�JRLQJ� WR� OHDG�\RX�
WR�D�FLW\�ZKHUH�\RX�ZLOO�KDYH�D�JOREDO�LPSDFW�ń�$W�WKDW�WLPH�ZH�
ZHUH�LQWHUYLHZLQJ�DW�D�FKXUFK�LQ�WKH�/RV�$QJHOHV�DUHD�DQG�,�ZDV�
FRQYLQFHG�+H�ZDV�VSHDNLQJ�DERXW�WKDW�FKXUFK��XQWLO�ZH�YLVLWHG�



7KLV�PHVVDJH�IURP�6FULSWXUH�ZDV�SUHDFKHG�RQ�6XQGD\��-XO\����������DW�&HQWUDO�3HQLQVXOD�&KXUFK
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&3&��$IWHU�YLVLWLQJ�KHUH�,�UHDOO\�VHQVHG�WKLV�ZDV�ZKHUH�*RG�ZRXOG�
OHDG�XV�DQG�VXUH�HQRXJK�+H�GLG��7KHUH�LV�D�PDLQ�WKLQJ�ZHłYH�EHHQ�
OHDUQLQJ�WKLV�PRUQLQJ�DQG�,�ZDQW�WR�VXPPDUL]H�LW�OLNH�WKLV��*RGłV�
SHRSOH�OLYH�LQ�*RGłV�ORFDWLRQ�IRU�*RGłV�JORU\�

(YHU\WKLQJ� ZHłYH� WDONHG� DERXW� KDV� EURXJKW� XV� WR� WKLV� SRLQW��
3OHDVH�GRQłW�SDVV�WKLV�VWDWHPHQW�RII�E\�WKLQNLQJ�VRPHWKLQJ�OLNH��
Ń:HOO��\RXłUH�D�SDVWRU��WKDWłV�HDV\�IRU�\RX�WR�VD\�ń�:H�DOO�QHHG�WR�
WKLQN�DERXW�WKH�UHDO�UHDVRQ�ZK\�ZHłUH�OLYLQJ�ZKHUH�ZHłUH�OLYLQJ��
<RX�PLJKW� QHHG� WR� GR� VRPH� VHULRXV� HYDOXDWLQJ� LQ� \RXU� OLIH� E\�
DVNLQJ�TXHVWLRQV�OLNH��Ń'R�,�OLYH�LQ�P\�QHLJKERUKRRG�EHFDXVH�LW�
KDV�WKH�EHVW�VFKRRO"ń�Ń'R�,�OLYH�RQ�P\�EORFN�EHFDXVH�LWłV�FRQYH�
QLHQW"ń�7KHVH�DUH�KDUG�TXHVWLRQV�WR�DVN�EXW�WKH\�FDQ�EHJLQ�WKH�
SURFHVV�RI�JUHDW�FRQYHUVDWLRQV�DERXW�ZKHUH�+H�ZDQWV�\RX�WR�OLYH�
WR�EULQJ�+LP�JORU\���

6R�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�FKDSWHU�LV�DQRWKHU�ORQJ�OLVW�RI�QDPHV��7KLV�WLPH�
LWłV�QRW�D�GXVW\�ROG�ERRN�WKH\�SXOO�RXW�EXW�D�QHZ�ERRN�WKH\�DUH�
ZULWLQJ��,WłV�D�ERRN�RI�DOO�WKH�QDPHV�RI�WKH�SHRSOH�ZKR�HQG�XS�
PRYLQJ�LQWR�-HUXVDOHP��6RPHWKLQJ�FDWFKHV�P\�DWWHQWLRQ�LQ�WKLV�
OLVW� RI�QDPHV�� LWłV� WKH� DPRXQW�RI�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�GHGLFDWHG� WR�
*RG�� 7KHUH� DUH� DOPRVW� ����� SULHVWV� DQG� FORVH� WR� ���� /HYLWHV��
7KHVH�PHQ�KDG�GHGLFDWHG� WKHLU� HQWLUH� OLIH� WR� VHUYLQJ� WKH� /RUG��
:KHQ�ZH�DGG�XS�DOO�WKH�QDPHV�RI�WKH�SHRSOH�LW�LV�HVWLPDWHG�WKHUH�
DUH�FORVH�WR��������ZKR�DUH�RFFXS\LQJ�WKH�FLW\�WKDW�ZDV�DOPRVW�
HPSW\�ZKHQ�ZH�VWDUWHG�WKLV�PRUQLQJ�LQ�FKDSWHU���

:H� MXVW� FRYHUHG� ���� YHUVHV� RI� ZKDW� \RX� PLJKW� KDYH� LQLWLDOO\�
WKRXJKW�ZDV�JRLQJ� WR�EH� VXSHU�ERULQJ��1HKHPLDKłV� MRE�ZDVQłW�
WR� MXVW� UHEXLOG� WKH�ZDOO�� EXW� WR� HVWDEOLVK� WKH�SHRSOH�RI�*RG�DV�

D� PDWXUH� FRPPXQLW\� RI� SHRSOH� OLYLQJ� ZLWKLQ� WKH� ZDOOV� RI�
-HUXVDOHP��7KHUH�DUH�UHDOO\�WZR�ZD\V�,�VHH�XV�DSSO\LQJ�WKLV�WH[W�
WR�RXU�OLYHV��7KH�ğUVW�LV�IRU�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�SODFHG�WKHLU�IDLWK�DQG�
WUXVW�LQ�&KULVW�-HVXV�DV�WKHLU�/RUG�DQG�6DYLRU��/LYH�ZKHUH�*RG�KDV�
FDOOHG� \RX��5HDOO\� OLYH�ZKHUH�*RG�KDV� FDOOHG� \RX� IRU�+LV� JORU\��
<RXU�QDPH�LV�DOUHDG\�ZULWWHQ�LQ�WKH�ERRN�RI�OLIH��<RX�KDYH�D�JUHDW�
RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�KHOS�RWKHUV�JHW�WKHLU�QDPH�ZULWWHQ�LQ�WKH�ERRN��
.HHS�XVLQJ�\RXU�JLIWV�DQG�WDOHQWV�WR�LQYHVW�LQ�WKH�.LQJGRP�RI�*RG�
IRU�+LV�JORU\��.HHS�VHHNLQJ�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�UHEXLOG�RXU�EURNHQ�
ZRUOG�DQG�EXLOG�*RGłV�.LQJGRP�

7KH� VHFRQG� DSSOLFDWLRQ� LV� IRU� WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH� \HW� WR� SXW� WKHLU�
IDLWK� LQ� -HVXV�&KULVW�� ,V� \RXU�QDPH�ZULWWHQ� LQ� WKH�ERRN�RI� OLIH"�
7KH�JHQHDORJLFDO�OLVW�RI�,VUDHOLWH�QDPHV�ZDV�DQ�H[FOXVLYH�OLVW��7KH�
RQO\�ZD\�WR�JHW�RQ�WKH�OLVW�ZDV�ELUWK��0HDQLQJ�WKDW�LQFOXVLRQ�ZDV�
FRPSOHWHO\�RXW�RI�WKH�FRQWURO�RI�D�SHUVRQ�

-HVXV�KDV�D�ERRN� WRR�EXW� LW�RSHUDWHV�GLIIHUHQWO\�� -HVXVł�ERRN� LV�
WKH�/DPEłV�%RRN�RI�/LIH��,W�LV�H[FOXVLYH�EHFDXVH�RQO\�WKRVH�ZKRVH�
QDPH�LV�LQ�WKH�ERRN�ZLOO�EH�JUDQWHG�HQWUDQFH�LQWR�*RGłV�KHDYHQO\�
FLW\��+RZHYHU��E\�SODFLQJ�WKHLU�IDLWK�LQ�-HVXV�&KULVW��DQ\RQH�FDQ�
JHW�WKHLU�QDPH�ZULWWHQ�LQWR�WKLV�ERRN��,I�\RX�EHOLHYH�LQ�\RXU�KHDUW�
WKDW�&KULVW�GLHG�IRU�\RXU�VLQV�DQG�WKDW�*RG�UDLVHG�+LP�IURP�WKH�
GHDG�\RX�ZLOO�EH�VDYHG��,I�\RX�VLPSO\�SODFH�\RXU�WUXVW�LQ�+LP��\RX�
ZLOO�DOVR�ğQG�\RXU�QDPH�LQ�WKH�ERRN�RI�OLIH��0DNLQJ�WKLV�GHFLVLRQ��
LQ�P\�RSLQLRQ��LV�WKH�EHVW�FKRLFH�\RX�FRXOG�HYHU�PDNH�

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


