
With so many people in and out over this summer season, I’ll 
give you a brief recap this morning so you’re in the loop: Over the 
SDVW�ğYH�ZHHNV�ZHłYH�EHHQ�ORRNLQJ�DW�*RGłV�ZRUG�IURP�WKH�2OG�
7HVWDPHQW�ERRN�RI�1HKHPLDK��6R�IDU�ZHłYH�VHHQ�WKH�IROORZLQJ��

• 1HKHPLDK�ZDV�IDFHG�ZLWK�D�SUREOHP�WKDW�EURNH�KLV�KHDUW��
7KH� FDSLWDO� FLW\� RI� *RGŌ-HUXVDOHPŌVWRRG� ZLWK� EURNHQ�
ZDOOV� DQG� UXLQHG�JDWHV��7KH� FLW\�ZDV�D�GLVJUDFH�DQG�*RGłV�
UHSXWDWLRQ�ZDV�VXIIHULQJ��

• 1HKHPLDK�SUD\HG� IRU� IRXU�PRQWKV�� UHFHLYHG�D�YLVLRQ� IURP�
*RG�WR�JR�WR�-HUXVDOHP�KLPVHOI�DQG�OHDG�D�UHEXLOGLQJ�SURMHFW��

• 7KH�SHRSOH�RI�-HUXVDOHP�DJUHHG�WR�1HKHPLDKłV�SODQ�WR�UH-
EXLOG�WKH�ZDOO��

• :H�OHDUQHG�KRZ�YLWDOO\�LPSRUWDQW�HYHU\�SHUVRQ�LV�LQ�*RGłV�
ZRUN��

• /DVW� ZHHN� ZH� OHDUQHG� DQ\WLPH� \RX� DWWHPSW� VRPHWKLQJ�
JUHDW�IRU�*RG��\RX�ZLOO�H[SHULHQFH�RSSRVLWLRQ��7KH�RSSRVL-
WLRQ�ODVW�ZHHN�ZDV�H[WHUQDO��WKH�HQHP\�QDWLRQV�WULHG�WR�VWRS�
*RGłV�ZRUN��

7KLV�ZHHN�*RGłV�ZRUN� RI� UHEXLOGLQJ� WKH�ZDOO�ZLOO� IDFH� D�PRUH�
SRZHUIXO� IRUP�RI�RSSRVLWLRQ�� ,WłV� VR�SRZHUIXO� WKDW� LW� VWRSV� WKH�
FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RQ�WKH�ZDOO�VXUURXQGLQJ�-HUXVDOHP��1HKHPLDK�KDV�
WR�SXW�GRZQ�KLV�KDUG�KDW��7KLQN�DERXW�LW�WKLV�ZD\��7KH�RSSRVL-
WLRQ�ZHłUH�JRLQJ�WR�ORRN�DW�WRGD\�LV�DEOH�WR�DFFRPSOLVK�ZKDW�WKH�
H[WHUQDO�HQHPLHV�FRXOG�QRW��

<RX�PLJKW�EH�ZRQGHULQJ��Ń:KDW�FRXOG�EH�VR�VWURQJ�DQG�HIIHF-
WLYH�WKDW�LW�ZDV�DEOH�WR�VWRS�*RGłV�ZRUN"ń�$QG�D�PRUH�SHUVRQDO�
TXHVWLRQ�IRU�XV�WR�FRQVLGHU�LV��Ń,V�LW�SRVVLEOH�WKDW�ZH��*RGłV�SHRSOH�
RQ�WKH�SHQLQVXOD��FRXOG�H[SHULHQFH�VRPHWKLQJ�WRGD\�WKDW�FRXOG�
WKUHDWHQ� WR� VWRS� *RGłV�ZRUN� DOVR"ń� $EVROXWHO\�� %XW� WKH� WKUHDW�
ZRQłW�FRPH�IURP�WKH�RXWVLGH��,W�ZLOO�FRPH�IURP�WKH�LQVLGH��7KH�
WKUHDW�LV�VHOI�GHVWUXFWLRQ��

Now the men and their wives raised a great outcry 
against their fellow Jews. Some were saying, “We 
and our sons and daughters are numerous; in order 
for us to eat and stay alive, we must get grain.”

2WKHUV�ZHUH�VD\LQJ��Ń:H�DUH�PRUWJDJLQJ�RXU�ğHOGV��
our vineyards and our homes to get grain during 
the famine.”

Still others were saying, “We have had to borrow 
PRQH\�WR�SD\�WKH�NLQJłV�WD[�RQ�RXU�ğHOGV�DQG�YLQH-
\DUGV��$OWKRXJK�ZH�DUH�RI�WKH�VDPH�ĠHVK�DQG�EORRG�
as our fellow Jews and though our children are as 

good as theirs, yet we have to subject our sons 
and daughters to slavery. Some of our daughters 
have already been enslaved, but we are powerless, 
EHFDXVH� RXU� ğHOGV� DQG� RXU� YLQH\DUGV� EHORQJ� WR�
others” (Nehemiah 5:1–5).

A Deep Divide 
7KHUHłV� D�ZRUG� LQ� YHUVH��� WKDW� VHWV� WKH� WRQH� IRU� FKDSWHU���� LWłV�
WKH�ZRUG�ŃDJDLQVW�ń�6WULIH�ZDV�EUHZLQJ��WHQVLRQ�ZDV�PRXQWLQJ��
$OWKRXJK� WKH� ,VUDHOLWHV� ZHUH� UDOOLHG� DURXQG� D� JUHDW� ZDOO�UH-
EXLOGLQJ�ZRUN� IRU� DQ� DZHVRPH� DQG� JUHDW� *RG�� ŃWKH�PHQ� DQG�
WKHLU�ZLYHV�UDLVHG�D�JUHDW�RXWFU\�DJDLQVW�WKHLU�IHOORZ�-HZV�ń�

7R�XQGHUVWDQG� WKLV�FRQĠLFW��ZH�QHHG� WR�VHH� WKH�ELJJHU�SLFWXUH��
1RW�ORQJ�EHIRUH�WKLV��WKH�,VUDHOLWHV�ZHUH�FRQVXPHG�ZLWK�EXLOGLQJ�
UHDOO\�QLFH�KRXVHV�IRU�WKHPVHOYHV��ZKLOH�*RGłV� WHPSOH�VWRRG� LQ�
UXLQV��*RG�VHQW�(]UD�DQG�WKH�SURSKHW�+DJJDL�WR�FRQIURQW�WKHP�
DQG� OHDG� WKHP� WR� UHEXLOG� +LV� WHPSOH�� *RG� XVHG� D� IDPLQH� WR�
JHW�WKHLU�DWWHQWLRQ��Ń,�FDOOHG�IRU�D�GURXJKW�RQ�WKH�ğHOGV�DQG�WKH�
PRXQWDLQV��RQ�WKH�JUDLQ��WKH�QHZ�ZLQH��WKH�ROLYH�RLO�DQG�HYHU\-
WKLQJ�HOVH�WKH�JURXQG�SURGXFHVń��+DJJDL�������

7KH�HIIHFWV�RI�WKLV�IDPLQH�ZHUH�D�KDUGVKLS�DQG�LWłV�VWLOO�EHLQJ�IHOW��
6LQFH�WKHUH�ZDVQłW�HQRXJK�IRRG��SHRSOH�ZHUH�PRUWJDJLQJ�ğHOGV�
DQG� KRPHV�� ERUURZLQJ�PRQH\� IURP� WKH� ULFK� DQG� VHOOLQJ� WKHLU�
NLGV�DV�VODYHV�WR�RWKHU�KRXVHKROGV��$GG�WR�WKLV�VLWXDWLRQ�WKLV�ZDOO�
UHEXLOGLQJ�SURMHFW��,WłV�SODFLQJ�D�VWUDLQ�RQ�DQ�DOUHDG\�GLIğFXOW�VR-
FLDO� VLWXDWLRQ��:LWK�WKH� LQFUHDVHG�QXPEHU�RI�SHRSOH� OLYLQJ�DQG�
ZRUNLQJ� DURXQG� -HUXVDOHP�� SHRSOH� DUHQłW� ZRUNLQJ� WKHLU� FURSV�
DQG�WKH�GHQVLW\�RI�WKHLU�SRSXODWLRQ�KDV�VN\URFNHWHG��

$QG� LW�PDNHV� VHQVH� WKDW� WKH�SHRSOH�ZKR� IHOW� WKH\łG�EHHQ�PLV-
WUHDWHG� ZRXOG� ORRN� DURXQG� DW� WKHLU� FR�ZRUNHUV�� WKHLU� FRXQ-
WU\PHQ��DQG�JUXPEOH��Ń7KDWłV�WKH�JX\�,�KDG�WR�VHOO�P\�GDXJKWHU�
WR�ń� Ń7KDWłV� WKH� JX\� ZKRłV� FKDUJLQJ� PH� H[RUELWDQW� LQWHUHVW�ń�
1HKHPLDK�LV�QRW�JRLQJ�WR�WDNH�D�FDVXDO�DSSURDFK�WR�WKLV�SUREOHP��

When I heard their outcry and these charges, I was 
very angry (v. 6).

7KLV� OLW�KLP�XS�� ,W�ZDVQłW� WKDW�1HKHPLDK�KDG�D�VKRUW� IXVH�RU�D�
EDG� WHPSHU��7KLV� LV�ZKDW� WKH�%LEOH� FDOOV� ŃULJKWHRXV�DQJHU�ń� MXVW�
OLNH�-HVXV�ZDV�ğOOHG�ZLWK�KRO\�UDJH�ZKHQ�KH�VDZ�WKH�3KDULVHHłV�
KDUG�KHDUWV� LQ�0DUN����� DQG�ZKHQ�KH� FOHDUHG�RXW� WKH�7HPSOH�
LQ� /XNH�����1HKHPLDK� LV� YHU\� DQJU\�EHFDXVH�*RGłV�SHRSOH� DUH�
DFWLQJ�OLNH�WKH�ZRUOG�DQG�LWłV�WKUHDWHQLQJ�VHOI�GHVWUXFWLRQ��:KDW�
GLG�1HKHPLDK�GR"�

 I pondered them in my mind (v. 7a).
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7KH�+HEUHZ� OLWHUDOO\�PHDQV�� Ń0\� KHDUW� FRQVXOWHG�ZLWKLQ�PH�ń�
7KH�1HZ�(QJOLVK�%LEOH�SXWV�LW�WKLV�ZD\��Ń,�PDVWHUHG�P\�IHHOLQJV�ń�
,QVWHDG�RI�MXVW�ŃJRLQJ�RIIń�RQ�WKH�SHRSOH�LQ�WKH�KHDW�RI�WKH�PR-
PHQW��1HKHPLDK�SDXVHG��WRRN�D�GHHS�EUHDWK��DQG�WKRXJKW�DERXW�
LW�IRU�D�ZKLOH��+H�GLG�ZKDW�WKH�3URYHUEV�LQVWUXFW�XV�WR�GR��“Better 
D�SDWLHQW�SHUVRQ�WKDQ�D�ZDUULRU��RQH�ZLWK�VHOI�FRQWURO�WKDQ�RQH�
ZKR�WDNHV�D�FLW\ń��3URYHUEV��������

$IWHU�1HKHPLDK�FDOPHG�KLPVHOI�GRZQ�DQG�SRQGHUHG�WKH�LQMXV-
WLFHV��KH�DFWHG�

ĽDQG�WKHQ�DFFXVHG�WKH�QREOHV�DQG�RIğFLDOV��,�WROG�
them, “You are charging your own people in-
terest!” So I called together a large meeting to deal 
with them and said: “As far as possible, we have 
bought back our fellow Jews who were sold to the 
Gentiles. Now you are selling your own people, 
only for them to be sold back to us!” They kept 
TXLHW��EHFDXVH�WKH\�FRXOG�ğQG�QRWKLQJ�WR�VD\�

So I continued, “What you are doing is not right. 
Shouldn’t you walk in the fear of our God to avoid 
the reproach of our Gentile enemies? I and my 
brothers and my men are also lending the people 
money and grain. But let us stop charging interest! 
*LYH�EDFN� WR� WKHP� LPPHGLDWHO\� WKHLU�ğHOGV�� YLQH-
yards, olive groves and houses, and also the interest 
you are charging them—one percent of the money, 
grain, new wine and olive oil” (verses 7b–11).

,Q� UHVSRQVH� WR� WKLV� ZRUOGO\� EHKDYLRU�� 1HKHPLDK� LQVWUXFWV� HY-
HU\RQH� WR� JLYH� EDFN� WKH� ğHOGV�� YLQH\DUGV�� KRXVHV� DQG� LQWHUHVW�
LPPHGLDWHO\�� ,Q� VRPH� UHVSHFWV�� WKLV�PDNHV�QR� VHQVH�DW� DOO�� %XW�
XQGHUVWRRG�WKH�ULJKW�ZD\��LW�PDNHV�DOO�WKH�VHQVH�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��

+HUHłV�ZKDW� ,�PHDQ��7KLV�GRHVQłW�PDNH�DQ\�VHQVH�DW�DOO� LI�\RX�
are going to conduct your life according to the normal busi-
QHVV� SUDFWLFHV� RI� WKH�ZRUOG�� 5HWXUQLQJ� LQWHUHVW� DQG� FROODWHUDO�
RQ�ORDQV�LV�IRROLVK�DQG�SRWHQWLDOO\�UHFNOHVV��,WłV�QRUPDO�DQG�IDLU�
WR� FKDUJH� LQWHUHVW� RQ� D� ORDQ�� $V� D� OHQGHU�� \RX� DUH� ULVNLQJ� WKH�
PRQH\�\RX�ORDQ��6R�WKHUHłV�D�UHZDUG�JLYHQ��ZH�FDOO�WKDW�LQWHUHVW��
,WłV�QRUPDO�DQG�IDLU�WR�SXW�XS�SURSHUW\�DV�FROODWHUDO�ZKHQ�ORDQV�
DUH�PDGH��DJDLQ�WR�SURWHFW�WKH�PRQH\�WKDW�LV�EHLQJ�ORDQHG��,Q�
WKH�$QFLHQW�1HDU�(DVW��LW�ZDV�DOVR�QRUPDO�DQG�IDLU�WR�VHOO�\RXU�
FKLOGUHQ�DV�VODYHV�WR�VRPHRQH�HOVHłV�KRXVHKROG��.LGV�ZHUH�OLNH�
LWHPV�RI�FROODWHUDO��

If you are going to conduct your life according to the normal 
EXVLQHVV�SUDFWLFHV�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��1HKHPLDKłV�LQVWUXFWLRQV�WR�WKH�
,VUDHOLWHV�PDNHV�QR�VHQVH�DW�DOO��%XW�XQGHUVWRRG�LQ�WKH�ULJKW�ZD\��
1HKHPLDKłV�LQVWUXFWLRQV�PDNH�DOO�WKH�VHQVH�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��:KDW�
GR�,�PHDQ"�Ń'R�QRW�FKDUJH�D�IHOORZ�,VUDHOLWH�LQWHUHVW��ZKHWKHU�RQ�
PRQH\�RU�IRRG�RU�DQ\WKLQJ�HOVH�WKDW�PD\�HDUQ�LQWHUHVW��<RX�PD\�
FKDUJH�D�IRUHLJQHU�LQWHUHVW��EXW�QRW�D�IHOORZ�,VUDHOLWH��VR�WKDW�WKH�
/RUG�\RXU�*RG�PD\�EOHVV�\RX�LQ�HYHU\WKLQJ�\RX�SXW�\RXU�KDQG�WR�
LQ� WKH� ODQG�\RX�DUH� HQWHULQJ� WR�SRVVHVVń� �'HXWHURQRP\�������
�����&KXFN�6ZLQGROO�VXPPDUL]HG�LW�WKLV�ZD\��Ń1R�-HZ�ZDV�HYHU�

WR�HQVODYH�DQRWKHU�-HZ��6XFK�DFWLRQ�ZDV�HYLGHQFH�RI�DQ�DEVHQFH�
RI�ORYH�DQG�FRQFHUQ�IRU�KLV�EURWKHU��7KHLU�IDPLO\�ORYH�ZDV�WR�VX-
SHUVHGH�ORYH�RI�PRQH\�ń�

7KH�QREOHV�DQG�UXOHUV�LQ�-HUXVDOHP�YLRODWHG�WKLV��7KH\�KDYH�WDNHQ�
DGYDQWDJH�RI�SHRSOH�DQG�IDLOHG�WR�ORYH�WKHP��1HKHPLDK�QRW�RQO\�
confronts them on this behavior, it appears that he himself has 
DOVR�EHHQ�FKDUJLQJ�LQWHUHVW�WRR��

(YHU\RQH�LV�FDOOHG�WR�JLYH�HYHU\WKLQJ�EDFN��7KLV�LV�D�EROG�PRYH��
%XW� WKHUHłV� PRUH� WKDQ� ğQDQFLDO� VKHQDQLJDQV� JRLQJ� RQ� KHUH��
:HłUH�JHWWLQJ�D�JOLPSVH� LQWR� WKH�QDWXUH�DQG�FKDUDFWHU�RI�*RG��
*RG�ZDQWHG�KLV�SHRSOH�WR�UHODWH�DQG�LQWHUDFW�ZLWK�RQH�DQRWKHU�
LQ�D�ZD\�WKDW�ZHQW�EH\RQG�QRUPDO�DQG�IDLU��

*RG�KDV�DQ�DPD]LQJ�SODQ��+H�KDV�FDOOHG�D�VSHFLDO�JURXS�RI�SHRSOH�
RXW�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��+H�JDYH�WKHP�D�EUDQG�QHZ�ZD\�WR�UHODWH�WR�RQH�
DQRWKHU��+H�KDV�JLYHQ�WKHP�DFFHVV�WR�KLV�VXSHUQDWXUDO�SRZHU�WR�
DFFRPSOLVK�+LV�SODQV��*RG�GRHVQłW�ZDQW�KLV�SHRSOH�WR�DFW�OLNH�WKH�
ZRUOG�DQ\PRUH��DQG�HYHU\�WLPH�WKH�,VUDHOLWHV�WULHG�WR�DFFRPSOLVK�
*RGłV�ZRUN�ZLWK�ZRUOGO\�DFWLRQV��WKH�ZRUN�IDLOHG��

5HPHPEHU� $FKDQ"� +H�ZDV� SDUW� RI� WKH� FRQTXHULQJ� SDUW\� RYHU�
WKH�FLW\�RI�-HULFKR�LQ�-RVKXD����7KH�FLW\�KDG�EHHQ�FRQTXHUHG��+H�
ZDV�ZDONLQJ�WKURXJK�D�KRXVH�DQG�KH�VDZ�D�EHDXWLIXO�UREH�IURP�
%DE\ORQ������VKHNHOV�RI�VLOYHU�DQG�D�EDU�RI�JROG��+H�ZDQWHG�WKHP�
DQG�KH�WRRN�WKHP��

,W�ZDV�QRUPDO�DQG� IDLU�DFFRUGLQJ� WR� WKH�SUDFWLFHV�RI� WKH�ZRUOG�
IRU�ZDUULRUV�WR�WDNH�SOXQGHU�IURP�FRQTXHUHG�FLWLHV��%XW�*RG�KDG�
LQVWUXFWHG�WKHP�WR�WDNH�QRWKLQJ�DV�SOXQGHU��*RG�ZDQWHG�WKHP�
WR�JR�EH\RQG�QRUPDO�DQG�IDLU��$V�D�UHVXOW�RI�$FKDQłV�DFWLRQ��WKH�
ZRUN�RI�*RG�IDLOHG��:KHQ�WKH\�DWWDFNHG�$L��D�VPDOO�ZHDN�FLW\��WKH�
DUP\�RI�*RG�ZDV�GHIHDWHG��:KHQHYHU�*RGłV�SHRSOH�DFW�OLNH�WKH�
ZRUOG��ZH�VHOI�GHVWUXFW��

7KDWłV� KDSSHQLQJ� WR� WKH� ZDOO�UHEXLOGLQJ� SURMHFW� LQ� 1HKHPLDK�
WRR��7KH�VLQ�RI�WKH�,VUDHOLWHV�LV�LPSHGLQJ�WKH�ZRUN�*RG�ZDQWV�WR�
DFFRPSOLVK��7KHUHłV�QRW�RQH�PHQWLRQ�RI�WKH�ZDOO�EHLQJ�ZRUNHG�
RQ�LQ�1HKHPLDK����QRW�RQH��,I�\RX�UHFDOO��JRLQJ�EDFN�WR�FKDSWHUV�
��DQG����WKH�QDPH�RI�*RG�ZDV�EHLQJ�ULGLFXOHG�DPRQJ�WKH�QDWLRQV�
EHFDXVH�WKHUH�ZDV�QR�ZDOO�DURXQG�-HUXVDOHP��,W�ZDV�D�GLVJUDFH��
*RG�ZDQWHG�WKH�ZDOO�WR�EH�UHEXLOW� LQ�RUGHU�WR�GLVSOD\�KLV�JORU\�
DQG�KLV�SRZHU��6R�KH�JDYH�1HKHPLDK�WKH�YLVLRQ�WR�UHEXLOG�WKLV�
ZDOO��$QG�QRZ��EHFDXVH�WKH\�ZHUH�DFWLQJ�OLNH�WKH�ZRUOG��LQWHUQDO�
FRQĠLFW�KDV�VWRSSHG�WKH�ZRUN�RI�*RG��

7KLV� LV�QRW�WKH�ZD\�*RG�GHVLJQHG�KLV�SHRSOH�WR�IXQFWLRQ��$IWHU�
1HKHPLDK�FRQIURQWV�HYHU\RQH�OHWłV�VHH�KRZ�WKH\�UHDFWHG��

“We will give it back,” they said. “And we will not 
demand anything more from them. We will do as 
you say.”

Then I summoned the priests and made the nobles 
DQG� RIğFLDOV� WDNH� DQ� RDWK� WR� GR� ZKDW� WKH\� KDG�
promised. I also shook out the folds of my robe 
and said, “In this way may God shake out of their 



house and possessions anyone who does not keep 
this promise. So may such a person be shaken out 
and emptied!”

At this the whole assembly said, “Amen,” and 
praised the Lord. And the people did as they had 
promised (verses 12-13).

7KLV�LV�D�EHDXWLIXO�PRPHQW��,I�WKLV�ZHUH�D�PRYLH��PXVLF�ZRXOG�EH�
SOD\LQJ��WKH�FDPHUD�ZRXOG�]RRP�LQ�RQ�WKH�EDG�JX\V�DV�WKH\�VDLG��
ŃZHłOO�JLYH�LW�EDFN�ń�DQG�ZHłG�JHW�D�WHDU�LQ�RXU�H\H��

$W� WKH� EHJLQQLQJ�RI� WKLV� FKDSWHU�ZH� VDZ� WKDW�� ���:KHQ�*RGłV�
SHRSOH�DFW�OLNH�WKH�ZRUOG��ZH�ZLOO�VHOI�GHVWUXFW��1RZ�ZHłUH�VHHLQJ�
WKDW�����:KHQ�*RGłV�SHRSOH�RSHUDWH�RQ�JUDFH�� IRUJLYHQHVV�DQG�
FKDULW\��ZH�ZLOO�DFFRPSOLVK�*RGłV�ZRUN��3HRSOH�DUH�UHWXUQLQJ�WKH�
LQWHUHVW��WKH�ODQG�DQG�WKH�VODYHV��7KH\�DUH�FDQFHOLQJ�GHEWV��3HRSOH�
DUH�DGPLWWLQJ�WKDW�WKHLU�DFWLRQV�ZHUH�ZURQJ��7KH\�DUH�SURPLVLQJ�
WR�QHYHU�GR�WKDW�DJDLQ��

7KLV� ORRNV� OLNH�JUDFH�� IRUJLYHQHVV�DQG�FKDULW\��1HKHPLDK�FDOOHG�
the people of Israel to conduct themselves according the nature 
DQG�FKDUDFWHU�RI�*RG��$QG�WKH\�GLG��7KH\�ZHQW�EH\RQG�QRUPDO�
DQG� IDLU�� 7KH� SHRSOH� KDYH�PDGH� DPHQGV� DQG� ULJKWHG�ZURQJV��
$QRWKHU�TXRWH� IURP�&KXFN�6ZLQGROO� LV� LQVLJKWIXO�� Ń7UXH�UHSHQ-
WDQFH�IRU�ZURQJ�DOZD\V�LQVSLUHV�D�GHVLUH�WR�SURYLGH�UHVWLWXWLRQ��
7KLV�LV�QRW�DQ�DWWHPSW�WR�EX\�IRUJLYHQHVV�RU�WR�WKURZ�PRQH\�DW�D�
PRUDO�SUREOHP��,WłV�D�VLQFHUH�GHVLUH�WR�UHYHUVH�ŋ�DV�PXFK�DV�SRV-
VLEOH�ŋ�WKH�GDPDJH�RQH�KDV�FDXVHG�ń�

1RZ�WKH\�DUH�UHDG\�WR�UHWXUQ�WR�WKH�ZRUN�*RG�KDG�FDOOHG�WKHP�WR��
UHEXLOGLQJ�WKH�ZDOO�DURXQG�-HUXVDOHP��7KLV�LV�DQ�DZHVRPH��*RG�
KRQRULQJ�PRPHQW��7KLV�IRUHVKDGRZV�KRZ�*RG�ZLOO�UHYHDO�PRUH�
RI�KLV�NLQJGRP�YDOXHV�DQG�HWKLFV�ZKHQ�-HVXV�FRPHV�WR�HDUWK��

,Q�KLV�ERRN�The Upside Down Kingdom�.UD\ELOO�ZULWHV��

7KLV�.LQJGRP�WKDW�-HVXV�XVKHUV�LQ�RYHUWXUQV�WKH�ROG�ZD\V��

$V�ZH�UHDG�RI�-HVXVł�OLIH�LQ�WKH�*RVSHOV��

*RRG�*X\V�WXUQ�RXW�WR�EH�%DG�*X\V��

7KRVH�ZKR�WKLQN�WKH\�DUH�KHDGHG�IRU�KHDYHQ�ODQG�LQ�KHOO��

7KLQJV�DUH�UHYHUVHG��

3DUDGR[��LURQ\�DQG�VXUSULVH�SHUPHDWH�WKH�WHDFKLQJV�RI�-HVXV��

7KH\�ĠLS�RXU�H[SHFWDWLRQV�XSVLGH�GRZQ��

7KH�OHDVW�DUH�JUHDWHVW��

7KH�LPPRUDO�UHFHLYH�IRUJLYHQHVV�DQG�EOHVVLQJV��

7KH�IRROLVK�VKDPH�WKH�ZLVH��

,WłV�EHWWHU�WR�JLYH�WKDQ�UHFHLYH�

(QHPLHV�DUH�IRUJLYHQ��

:HłUH�WROG�WR�WXUQ�WKH�RWKHU�FKHHN��

-HVXVł�GHDWK�PDNHV�HWHUQDO�OLIH�DYDLODEOH���

7KLQJV�DUHQłW�WKH�ZD\�ZH�H[SHFW�WKHP�WR�EH�

-HVXV�LV�FRPSOHWHO\�XSWXUQLQJ�WKH�ZRUOG�RUGHU��+HłV�VD\LQJ��Ń,łP�
EULQJLQJ�D�EUDQG�QHZ�NLQJGRP�WKDW�ZLOO�FRPSOHWHO\�UHSODFH�WKH�
ROG�ń�7LP�.HOOHU�VD\V��Ń-HVXV�&KULVW�EULQJV�WKH�PRVW�UDGLFDO�UHYR-
OXWLRQ�EHFDXVH�WKH�SDWWHUQ�RI�YDOXHV��SRZHU��DQG�SURGXFW�RI�+LV�

NLQJGRP�DUH�XWWHUO\�GLIIHUHQW��(YHU\�NLQJGRP�KDV�FHUWDLQ�YDOXHV��
7KHUH�DUH�DOZD\V�FHUWDLQ�WKLQJV�\RX�SXW�RQ�WKH�WRS�DQG�FHUWDLQ�
WKLQJV�\RX�SXW�EHORZ��&HUWDLQ�WKLQJV�DSSHDU�WR�XV�DV�JRRGŌRXU�
SULRULWLHV��2WKHU�WKLQJV�GR�QRW�VHHP�YHU\�JRRG��7KHVH�DUH�WKLQJV�
ZH�DYRLG�DQG�VWD\�DZD\�IURP�ń

9DOXHV�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�DUH�WKLQJV�OLNH�SRZHU��FRPIRUW��VXFFHVV�DQG�
UHFRJQLWLRQ��7KRVH�DUH�YHU\�GLIIHUHQW� IURP� WKH�YDOXHV�RI� -HVXVł�
XSVLGH�GRZQ� NLQJGRP�� -HVXV� &KULVW� OLYHG� D� OLIH� WRXFKLQJ� WKH�
lepers, giving himself to the poor, dying on the cross, coming as 
D�SRRU�PDQ��ULGLQJ�LQWR�WRZQ�RQ�D�ERUURZHG�GRQNH\��HDWLQJ�KLV�
ODVW�PHDO�LQ�D�ERUURZHG�URRP��EHLQJ�EXULHG�LQ�D�ERUURZHG�WRPE��
DQG�JLYLQJ�XS�HYHU\WKLQJ��0LFKDHO�:LOFR[�ZURWH�DERXW�WKLV�LQ�D�
FRPPHQWDU\�RQ�/XNH��Ń,Q�WKH�OLIH�RI�*RGłV�SHRSOH��LW�ZLOO�EH�VHHQ�
ğUVW�RI�DOO�D�UHPDUNDEOH�UHYHUVDO�RI�YDOXHV��7KH�SHRSOH�RI�*RG�ZLOO�
SUL]H�ZKDW�WKH�ZRUOG�FDOOV�SLWLDEOH��DQG�VXVSHFW�ZKDW�WKH�ZRUOG�
WKLQNV�GHVLUDEOH�ń

:K\� ZRXOG� \RX� YDOXH� ZHDNQHVV"� :KR� ZRXOG� GR� WKDW"� :K\�
ZRXOG�\RX�YDOXH�VDFULğFH�DQG�JLYH�EDFN�SURSHUW\�DQG� LQWHUHVW"�
:K\�ZRXOG�\RX�YDOXH�WHDUV�DV�GHVFULEHG�LQ�WKH�%HDWLWXGHV"�:KDW�
-HVXV� KROGV� DV� WUXH� JRHV� DEVROXWHO\� DJDLQVW� WKH� YDOXHV� RI� WKH�
ZRUOG��6R�ZK\� VKRXOG�ZH� IROORZ�KLP"�:HOO�� LQ� WKH�%HDWLWXGHV��
-HVXV� VD\V� WKDW� KLV� IROORZHUV� DUH� ŃEOHVVHG�ń� ZKLFK�PHDQV� WKH\�
DUH�GHHSO\� VDWLVğHG��7KH� IROORZHUV�RI� -HVXV�DUH� VR�GHHSO\� VDWLV-
ğHG�ZLWK�WKH�HPEUDFH�RI�-HVXV��WKH�JUDFH�DQG�IRUJLYHQHVV�KH�RI-
IHUV�� WKDW�WKH\�DUH�IUHHG�IURP�WKH�WHPSRUDO�DQG�ĠHHWLQJ�SRZHU�
VWUXFWXUHV� RI� WKH�ZRUOG�� 7KDWłV�ZK\� D� IROORZHU� RI� -HVXV� &KULVW�
HPEUDFHV�XSVLGH�GRZQ�YDOXHV��

,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��WKH�PDUN�RI�ZKDW�PDNHV�\RX�D�&KULVWLDQ�LV�D�UH-
YHUVDO�RI�YDOXHV��7KH�WKLQJV�WKDW�WKH�ZRUOG�FRQVLGHUV�SLWLDEOH�ZH�
SUL]H��$OO�EHFDXVH�*RGłV�SHRSOH�RSHUDWH�RQ�JUDFH��IRUJLYHQHVV�DQG�
FKDULW\��:H�DUH�VLPSO\�IROORZLQJ�RXU�.LQJ��-HVXV��ZKR�IXOO\�XVK-
HUHG�LQ�D�UDGLFDO�UHGHğQLWLRQ�RI�KRZ�KLV�SHRSOH�VKRXOG�RSHUDWH��

'LG�1HKHPLDK�NQRZ�DOO�RI�WKLV"�1R��EXW�KH�NQHZ�VRPH��$QG�KH�
OHG�*RGłV� SHRSOH� WR�RSHUDWH�RQ�JUDFH�� IRUJLYHQHVV� DQG� FKDULW\��
/RRN�KRZ�KH�PRGHOHG�WKLV�DV�KH�GHVFULEHG�KLV�EHKDYLRU�GXULQJ�
WKH����\HDUV�KH� OLYHG� LQ� -HUXVDOHP� LQ� WKH� FRQFOXGLQJ�YHUVHV�RI�
1HKHPLDK���

Moreover, from the twentieth year of King 
Artaxerxes, when I was appointed to be their gov-
ernor in the land of Judah, until his thirty-second 
year—twelve years—neither I nor my brothers ate 
the food allotted to the governor. But the earlier 
governors—those preceding me—placed a heavy 
burden on the people and took forty shekels of 
silver from them in addition to food and wine. 
Their assistants also lorded it over the people. But 
out of reverence for God I did not act like that. 
Instead, I devoted myself to the work on this wall. 
All my men were assembled there for the work; we 
did not acquire any land.



7KLV�PHVVDJH�IURP�6FULSWXUH�ZDV�SUHDFKHG�RQ�6XQGD\��-XO\����������DW�&HQWUDO�3HQLQVXOD�&KXUFK
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)XUWKHUPRUH�� D� KXQGUHG� DQG� ğIW\� -HZV� DQG� RIğ-
cials ate at my table, as well as those who came to 
us from the surrounding nations. Each day one ox, 
six choice sheep and some poultry were prepared 
for me, and every ten days an abundant supply 
of wine of all kinds. In spite of all this, I never de-
manded the food allotted to the governor, because 
the demands were heavy on these people.

Remember me with favor, my God, for all I have 
done for these people (verses 14-19).

1HKHPLDK�FKRVH�WR�VKRZ�ORYH�DQG�FRQFHUQ�IRU�KLV�SHRSOH�LQVWHDG�
RI�ORRNLQJ�DIWHU�KLPVHOI��+H�ZHQW�EH\RQG�QRUPDO�DQG�IDLU��:KDW�
D�JUHDW�H[DPSOH�RI�VDFULğFLQJ��VHUYLQJ�DQG�SODFLQJ�WKH�ZRUN�RI�
*RG�EHIRUH�KLV�SHUVRQDO�LQWHUHVWV��

+RZ�DUH�ZH�WR�DSSO\�WKLV�WR�RXU�OLYHV"�$V�*RGłV�SHRSOH��OLYLQJ�ULJKW�
KHUH�RQ�WKH�SHQLQVXOD��ZH�KDYH�EHHQ�JLYHQ�D�MRE�WR�GR�DV�ZHOO��WR�
PDNH�DQG�PDWXUH�PRUH�IROORZHUV�RI�&KULVW��$QG�ZH�QHHG�WR�EH�
FDUHIXO�WKDW�ZH�GRQłW�RSHUDWH�OLNH�WKH�ZRUOG�DV�ZH�DUH�WU\LQJ�WR�
GR�WKLV�ZRUN��,I�ZH�GR��ZH�WKUHDWHQ�WR�SXW�D�VWRS�WR�*RGłV�ZRUN��

7KH�$SRVWOH� 3DXO� GHVFULEHG� ŃOLYLQJ� DFFRUGLQJ� WKH� YDOXHV� RI� WKH�
ZRUOGń�DV�WKLV��

• 6H[XDO�LPPRUDOLW\�

• *UHHG�

• Idolatry 

• $QJHU�

• 6ODQGHU�

• *RVVLS�

• )LOWK\�ODQJXDJH�

• %LWWHUQHVV�

These are dangerous and corrosive behaviors that threaten to 
VWRS�*RGłV�ZRUN��$V�ZH�UHFRJQL]H�ZRUOGO\�EHKDYLRU� LQ�RXU� OLIH��
ZKDW�VKRXOG�ZH�GR"�&RQIHVV�WKHP�DV�ZURQJ�DQG�FKDQJH�RXU�EH-
KDYLRU��,WłV�DV�VLPSOH�DV�WKDW��Ń$V�IRU�\RX��\RX�ZHUH�GHDG�LQ�\RXU�
WUDQVJUHVVLRQV�DQG�VLQV��LQ�ZKLFK�\RX�XVHG�WR�OLYH�ZKHQ�\RX�IRO-
ORZHG�WKH�ZD\V�RI�WKLV�ZRUOG�DQG�RI�WKH�UXOHU�RI�WKH�NLQJGRP�RI�
WKH�DLU��WKH�VSLULW�ZKR�LV�QRZ�DW�ZRUN�LQ�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�GLVREH-
GLHQW��$OO�RI�XV�DOVR�OLYHG�DPRQJ�WKHP�DW�RQH�WLPH��JUDWLI\LQJ�WKH�
FUDYLQJV�RI�RXU�ĠHVK�DQG�IROORZLQJ�LWV�GHVLUHV�DQG�WKRXJKWV��/LNH�
WKH�UHVW��ZH�ZHUH�E\�QDWXUH�GHVHUYLQJ�RI�ZUDWK��%XW�EHFDXVH�RI�KLV�
JUHDW�ORYH�IRU�XV��*RG��ZKR�LV�ULFK�LQ�PHUF\��PDGH�XV�DOLYH�ZLWK�
&KULVW�HYHQ�ZKHQ�ZH�ZHUH�GHDG�LQ�WUDQVJUHVVLRQVŌLW�LV�E\�JUDFH�
\RX�KDYH�EHHQ�VDYHG�Ľ�*R�LQ�KLV�SHDFH��KLV�IRUJLYHQHVV�DQG�EXLOG�
*RGłV�NLQJGRPń��(SKHVLDQV���������

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


