
Good morning. My name is Neal Benson and I am one of the 
SDVWRUV�KHUH�DW�&3&��7KLV�LV�P\�ğUVW�WLPH�SUHDFKLQJ�DW�RXU�1RUWK�
&DPSXV�VLQFH� ,łP�QRUPDOO\�DW�RXU�)RVWHU�&LW\�&DPSXV��/HW�PH�
JLYH�\RX�D�TXLFN� LQWURGXFWLRQ�RI�P\VHOI�� ,�ZDV�ERUQ�LQ�/�$��DQG�
P\�SDUHQWV�VHSDUDWHG�ZKHQ�,�ZDV�DERXW�WZR�\HDUV�ROG��0\�PRP�
WRRN�PH� WR� FKXUFK� DV� D� \RXQJ� ER\� EXW� ,� VWUD\HG� DQG�PDGH� D�
EXQFK�RI�XQZLVH�FKRLFHV�GXULQJ�P\�WHHQV��:KHQ�,�ZDV����\HDUV�
ROG�,�FULHG�RXW�WR�*RG�IURP�D�MDLO�FHOO�WR�VDYH�PH��DQG�+H�GLG��,łYH�
EHHQ�VREHU�IRU����\HDUV�DQG�,łYH�EHHQ�SDVWRULQJ�IRU����\HDUV�� ,�
KDYH�D�ZRQGHUIXO�ZLIH�DQG�D�JUHDW�IDPLO\�

*URZLQJ�XS�ZLWKRXW�P\�GDG�LQ�P\�OLIH�RQ�D�GDLO\�EDVLV�PHDQW�,�
GLGQłW�NQRZ�PXFK�DERXW�VSRUWV��,�ZHQW�WR�P\�ğUVW�SURIHVVLRQDO�
EDVHEDOO�JDPH�ZKHQ�,�ZDV����\HDUV�ROG��,�GLGQłW�JR�WR�P\�ğUVW�SUR�
IRRWEDOO�JDPH�XQWLO�,�ZDV����DQG�,łYH�QHYHU�EHHQ�WR�D�SUR�EDVNHW-
EDOO�JDPH��:KHQ�,�DUULYHG�LQ�WKH�%D\�$UHD��,�TXLFNO\�QRWLFHG�FDUV�
GULYLQJ�DURXQG�ZLWK�WKHVH�OLWWOH�\HOORZ�ĠDJV�DQG�D�EOXH�ORJR�WKDW�
VDLG�*ROGHQ�6WDWH�:DUULRUV��,łYH�QHYHU�UHDOO\�EHHQ�PXFK�RI�D�EDV-
NHWEDOO�IDQ�EXW�WKLV�\HDU�,�VWDUWHG�ZDWFKLQJ�WKH�:DUULRUV�GXULQJ�
the playoffs.  

$V� ,� ZDWFKHG� WKH� :DUULRUV� SOD\� DQG� KHDUG� WKHLU� VWRU\� ,� ZDV�
LPSUHVVHG��1RZ� UHPHPEHU�� ,łP�QR�EDVNHWEDOO� H[SHUW� OLNH� -RKQ�
:RRGHQ�� EXW� ,� EHJDQ� QRWLFLQJ� WKLQJV� DERXW� WKH� WHDP�� ,W� ZDV�
HYLGHQW�WKH�SOD\HUV�ZDQWHG�WKH�EHVW�IRU�WKH�WHDP��,�MXVW�JRW�WKLV�
VHQVH�WKDW�LW�ZDVQłW�DERXW�DQ\�LQGLYLGXDO�SOD\HU�OLNH�VRPH�RI�WKH�
RWKHU� WHDPV� RXW� WKHUH�� ,� DOVR� QRWLFHG� WKH� FRPPLWPHQW� RI� WKH�
IDQV��(YHU\RQH�ZDV�URRWLQJ�IRU�WKHLU� WHDP�DQG�ZHDULQJ�\HOORZ��
7KDWłV�ZKHQ� WKH�VORJDQ�Ń6WUHQJWK� LQ�1XPEHUVń� WLHG� LW� WRJHWKHU�
DQG�LW�DOO�EHJDQ�WR�PDNH�VHQVH��,W�ZDVQłW�DERXW�RQH�SHUVRQ��WKH\�
ZHUHQłW�SXWWLQJ�DOO�WKHLU�KRSH�LQ�RQH�SHUVRQ�WR�ZLQ��,I�WKH\�ZHUH�
WR�ZLQ��LW�ZRXOG�EH�D�JURXS�HIIRUW�

7KLV�LV�H[DFWO\�ZKDW�ZHłUH�JRLQJ�WR�VHH�LQ�WKH�VWRU\�ZHłUH�VWXG\LQJ�
WKLV�PRUQLQJ��2SHQ�\RXU�%LEOHV�WR�1HKHPLDK�FKDSWHU����:KLOH�
\RXłUH�ğQGLQJ�LW��OHW�PH�TXLFNO\�FDWFK�\RX�XS�RQ�1HKHPLDKłV�VWRU\��
1HKHPLDK�LV�DQ�,VUDHOLWH�ZKR�ZDV�ERUQ�LQ�3HUVLD�DQG�OLYLQJ�LQ�WKH�
FDSLWDO�FLW\�RI�6XVD��+H�ZDV�WKH�FXSEHDUHU� IRU�.LQJ�$UWD[HU[HV��
WKH�UXOHU�RI�WKH�NQRZQ�ZRUOG�DURXQG�����%�&���DQG�KH�OLYHG�DERXW�
����PLOHV�IURP�WKH�FLW\�RI�KLV�DQFHVWRUV��2QH�GD\�D�EDG�UHSRUW�
DERXW� -HUXVDOHP� ZDV� EURXJKW� WR� 6XVD�� 1HKHPLDK� ZDV� KHDUW-
EURNHQ�ZKHQ�KH�KHDUG�WKH�UHSRUW��+H�FRPPLWWHG�WR�SUD\LQJ�IRU�
KLV�SHRSOH��DQG�RQH�GD\�*RG�RSHQHG�D�GRRU�IRU�1HKHPLDK�WR�DVN�
WKH�NLQJ�IRU�SHUPLVVLRQ�WR�UHWXUQ�WR�KLV�SHRSOH�DQG�KHOS�WKHP��

$UWD[HU[HV� JUDQWHG� 1HKHPLDKłV� UHTXHVW� DQG� KH� UHWXUQHG� WR�
-HUXVDOHP�� $IWHU� 1HKHPLDK� DUULYHG� LQ� -HUXVDOHP�� KH� ZDLWHG�

WKUHH� GD\V�� PDGH� D� VHFUHW� LQVSHFWLRQ� RI� WKH� ZDOOV�� DQG� ğQDOO\�
FKDOOHQJHG�WKH�SHRSOH�RI�-HUXVDOHP�WR�MRLQ�KLP�LQ�D�PDVVLYH�UH-
EXLOGLQJ�SURMHFW��

7KLV�LV�ZKHUH�ZH�ZLOO�SLFN�XS�WKH�VWRU\�WKLV�PRUQLQJ��,�QHHG�WR�
ZDUQ�\RX��RQ� WKH� VXUIDFH� WKLV� LV� SHUKDSV�RQH� WKH�PRVW�ERULQJ�
FKDSWHUV�LQ�DOO�WKH�%LEOH��7KLV�LV�WKH�NLQG�RI�FKDSWHU�\RX�VNLS�RYHU�
EHFDXVH�\RX�FDQłW�HYHQ�SURQRXQFH�DQ\�RI�WKH�QDPHV�\RX�FRPH�
DFURVV��%XW�LWłV�D�KXJH�PLVV�WR�VNLS�LW��$V�ZH�UHĠHFW�RQ�WKLV�FKDSWHU��
ZHłOO� EHJLQ� WR� VHH� WKDW� LWłV� H[WUHPHO\� H[FLWLQJ� DQG� LQIRUPDWLYH��
HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�ZKDW�LW�WHDFKHV�XV�DERXW�WKH�FKXUFK�

7KH�ERRN�RI�1HKHPLDK�LV�GHVLJQHG�WR�LQVWUXFW�XV�RQ�WKH�JUHDWQHVV�
RI�WKH�FKXUFK�DQG�KRZ�WR�EXLOG�LW�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�SODQ�ODLG�RXW�
E\�LWV�DUFKLWHFW��-HVXV�&KULVW��2I�FRXUVH��ZKHQ�ZH�WDON�RI�ŃFKXUFK�
EXLOGLQJń�,łP�QRW�WDONLQJ�DERXW�EXLOGLQJ�D�SK\VLFDO�VWUXFWXUH�RXW�
RI�ZRRG�DQG�EULFN�RU�D�SK\VLFDO�ORFDWLRQ��,łP�VSHDNLQJ�RI�EXLOGLQJ�
D� FRPPXQLW\�RI� SHRSOH�ZKR�KDYH�KDG� WKHLU� OLYHV� WUDQVIRUPHG�
DQG�DUH�HVWDEOLVKHG�RQ�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQ�RI�-HVXV�&KULVW��7KLV�LV�D�
JURXS�RI�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�EHLQJ�LQFUHDVLQJO\�WUDQVIRUPHG�VR�WKDW�
WKHLU�OLIH�WRJHWKHU�EHFRPHV�DQ�H[DPSOH�RI�WKH�ORYH�RI�*RG�IRU�D�
ORVW�DQG�G\LQJ�ZRUOG�

Manageable Sections
:KHQ� \RX� UHDG� FKDSWHU� ��� WKH� ğUVW� WKLQJ� \RX� QRWLFH� LV� KRZ�
1HKHPLDK� GLYLGHG� WKLV� SURMHFW� LQWR� PDQDJHDEOH� VHFWLRQV�� 7KH�
SRLQW�LV�VR�REYLRXV�WKDW�LWłV�RIWHQ�RYHUORRNHG��,Q�KLV�GHVFULSWLRQ�
1HKHPLDK�PRYHV�FRXQWHUFORFNZLVH�DURXQG�WKH�FLW\��PHQWLRQLQJ�
���VHFWLRQV�RI�WKH�ZDOO��DORQJ�ZLWK�QXPHURXV�JDWHV�DURXQG�WKH�
FLW\�� DQG� DERXW� ��� GLIIHUHQW� SHRSOH� RU� JURXSV� RI� SHRSOH� ZKR�
ZRUNHG�RQ�WKRVH�VSHFLğF�VHFWLRQV�

The Fish Gate was rebuilt by the sons of Hassenaah. 

They laid its beams and put its doors and bolts and 

bars in place....  The Jeshanah Gate was repaired 

by Joiada son of Paseah and Meshullam son of 

Besodeiah. They laid its beams and put its doors 

with their bolts and bars in place.... (verses 3 & 6).

The Valley Gate was repaired by Hanun and the 

residents of Zanoah. They rebuilt it and put its 

doors with their bolts and bars in place. They also 

repaired a thousand cubits of the wall as far as the 

Dung Gate.

The Dung Gate was repaired by Malkijah son of 

Rekab, ruler of the district of Beth Hakkerem. He 

rebuilt it and put its doors with their bolts and 

bars in place.
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The Fountain Gate was repaired by Shallun son of 

Kol-Hozeh, ruler of the district of Mizpah. He re-

EXLOW� LW�� URRğQJ� LW�RYHU�DQG�SXWWLQJ� LWV�GRRUV�DQG�
bolts and bars in place. He also repaired the wall 

of the Pool of Siloam, by the King’s Garden, as far 

as the steps going down from the City of David 

(verses 13–15).

+RZ�GR�\RX�HDW�DQ�HOHSKDQW"�2QH�ELWH�DW�D� WLPH��+RZ�GR�\RX�
UHEXLOG�D�EURNHQ�GRZQ�������PLOH�ZDOO"�2QH�VHFWLRQ�DW�D�WLPH�

7KH�JUHDW�WKHRORJLDQ�&DUO�+HQU\�ZDV�RQFH�LQYLWHG�WR�1RUWKZHVWHUQ�
8QLYHUVLW\�WR�JLYH�SUHVHQWDWLRQV�RQ�&KULVWLDQLW\��7KH�ZKROH�WKLQJ�
ZDV�RUJDQL]HG�E\�D�HQHUJHWLF�\RXQJ�PDQ�QDPHG�'RXJ�&RH�ZKR�
GHVLUHG� WR� VHH� KLV� FDPSXV� ZRQ� IRU� &KULVW�� +H� SXW� WRJHWKHU� D�
SODQQLQJ�FRPPLWWHH�ZKR�SUD\HG��FKRVH�D�WKHPH��SLFNHG�D�GDWH��
UHVHUYHG�WKH�KDOO�DQG�FRQWDFWHG�WKH�VSHDNHU��:KHQ�WKH�ELJ�GD\�
FDPH��+HQU\� DQG� &RH�ZHUH� EDFNVWDJH� EHIRUH� WKH� ğUVW� OHFWXUH��
&RH�GHFLGHG�WR�SHHN�WKURXJK�WKH�FXUWDLQ�DQG�ZDV�VWXQQHG��1R�
RQH�ZDV�WKHUH��:K\"�+H�KDG�IRUJRWWHQ�WR�DGYHUWLVH�WKH�HYHQW��

+DYLQJ� PDQDJHDEOH� VHFWLRQV� RI� WKH� ZDOO� WR� UHEXLOG� LV� ZKDW�
KHOSHG�1HKHPLDK�DFFRPSOLVK�WKLV�JUHDW�ZRUN�RI�*RG��7KH�SODFH�
1HKHPLDK�H[FHOOHG� LQ�VXFFHVVIXOO\�PDQDJLQJ� WKLV�SURMHFW� LV� WKH�
VDPH�SODFH�ZKHUH�RWKHUV�IDLO��7KLV�ZDV�WKH�FDVH�LQ�WKH�VWRU\�,�MXVW�
VKDUHG��7KLV�\RXQJ�HQHUJHWLF�OHDGHU�XQGHUHVWLPDWHG�WKH�WDVN�RI�
SXOOLQJ�RII�VXFK�D�JUHDW�HYHQW��,Q�DOO�KLV�SODQQLQJ�KH�IRUJRW�D�NH\�
FRPSRQHQW��WR�SURPRWH�WKH�HYHQW�WR�KLV�VFKRROPDWHV��:H�FRXOG�
VD\�KH�SURFUDVWLQDWHG�RU�WULHG�WR�GR�WRR�PDQ\�WKLQJV�DW�RQFH��EXW�
WKH�UHDO�SUREOHP�WKDW�,�WKLQN�'RXJ�&RH�HQFRXQWHUHG�ZDV�FUHDWLQJ�
PDQDJHDEOH�VHFWLRQV�RI�WKH�SURMHFW�WR�ZRUN�RQ��+H�WKRXJKW�RI�DOO�
WKH�GHWDLOHG�DVSHFWV�RI�SODQQLQJ�DQ�HYHQW�EXW� IRUJRW� WR� UHFUXLW�
VRPHRQH�VNLOOHG�LQ�PDUNHWLQJ�WR�SURPRWH�LW��

'RXJ�&RH� GLGQłW� KDYH� WR� LQYLWH� DOO� WKH� SHRSOH� KLPVHOI�� KH� MXVW�
QHHGHG� WR� GHOHJDWH� WKH� ZRUN� RI� SURPRWLRQ� ZHOO�� :KHQ� \RX�
SODQ�DQ�HYHQW��KRZ�ZHOO�GR�\RX�PDQDJH�WKH�GHWDLOV"�'R�\RX�ğQG�
\RXUVHOI�SURFUDVWLQDWLQJ�RU�IRUJHWWLQJ�SULRULWLHV"�'R�\RX�WU\�WR�GR�
WKH�ZKROH� WKLQJ�\RXUVHOI�RU�DUH�\RX�D�PDVWHU�GHOHJDWRU"�8SRQ�
UHDGLQJ� WKLV� FKDSWHU�� ZH� OHDUQ�PRUH� RI� 1HKHPLDKłV� RUJDQL]D-
WLRQDO�OHDGHUVKLS�LQ�DFFRPSOLVKLQJ�*RGłV�ZRUN��

Their Unity
1HKHPLDK� EUHDNV� GRZQ� WKH� SURMHFW� LQWR�PDQDJHDEOH� VHFWLRQV�
DQG�WKH�QH[W�WKLQJ�ZH�VHH�LV�WKH�XQLW\�RI�WKH�SHRSOH�UHEXLOGLQJ�
WKH�ZDOO��$QRWKHU�ZD\�WR�VD\�WKLV�FRXOG�EH�WKDW�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQDO�
OHDGHUVKLS� RI� 1HKHPLDK� LV� GLVSOD\HG�� +HUH� DUH� SHRSOH� IURP� D�
YDULHW\� RI� EDFNJURXQGV�ZKR� MRLQ�� LQ�XQLW\�� WR� UHEXLOG� WKH�ZDOO��
7KURXJKRXW� WKLV� FKDSWHU�� QDPHV� DUH� FRQQHFWHG� WR� HDFK� RWKHU�
E\�WKH�ZRUGV��Ń1H[W�WR�KLP����QH[W�WR�KLP����QH[W�WR�KLP���ń�DQG�LW�
FRQWLQXHV�ULJKW�DURXQG�WKH�FLW\��PHQWLRQLQJ�DERXW����JURXSV�RI�
SHRSOH��FRYHULQJ�HYHU\�VTXDUH�LQFK�RI�SRVVLEOH�ZDOO�

Meremoth son of Uriah, the son of Hakkoz, re-

paired the next section. Next to him Meshullam son 

of Berekiah, the son of Meshezabel, made repairs, 

and next to him Zadok son of Baana also made 

repairs.... Next to them, repairs were made by men 

from Gibeon and Mizpah—Melatiah of Gibeon and 

Jadon of Meronoth—places under the authority of 

WKH� JRYHUQRU� RI� 7UDQV�(XSKUDWHV����� b 1H[W� WR� KLP��
Meremoth son of Uriah, the son of Hakkoz, repaired 

another section, from the entrance of Eliashib’s 

house to the end of it.... (verses 4, 7, 21, 27).

1LQHWHHQ�WLPHV�1HKHPLDK�XVHV�WKLV�SKUDVH��Ń1H[W�WR�KLPĽń�7KLV�
OHYHO�RI�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�GLGQłW�KDSSHQ�E\�FKDQFH��:H�JHW�WKH�VHQVH�
KHUH� WKDW�1HKHPLDK�ZDV�D�PDVWHU�RUJDQL]HU�DQG�PDQDJHU��+H�
UHFRJQL]HG� UXOH� ��� IRU� DOO� JRRG�PDQDJHUV�� GHOHJDWH�� $QG� WKDW�
FRXOGQłW�KDYH�EHHQ�HDV\��6RPH�SODFHV�KDG�WR�EH�PRUH�DWWUDFWLYH�
WR� ZRUN� RQ� WKDQ� RWKHUV�� ,PDJLQH� 1HKHPLDK� JDWKHULQJ� HYHU\-
ERG\�DURXQG�DQG�VD\LQJ��Ń2ND\��ZKR�ZDQWV�WR�ZRUN�DW�WKH�GXQJ�
JDWH"ń�,łOO�EHW�KH�GLGQłW�JHW�D�ORW�RI�YROXQWHHUV�IRU�WKDW�RQH��%XW�
VRPHKRZ��DV�ZH�UHDG�WKLV�FKDSWHU��ZH�JHW�WKH�GLVWLQFW�VHQVH�WKDW�
HYHU\RQH�NQHZ�DQG�DFFHSWHG� WKHLU�DVVLJQPHQW��1HKHPLDK�KDG�
WKH�DELOLW\�WR�GHOHJDWH�ZRUN��HYHQ�XQSOHDVDQW�ZRUN��WR�RWKHUV�DQG�
PDNH�WKHP�ZDQW�WR�GR�LW�

7R�PRELOL]H�DQG�RUJDQL]H�D�JURXS�DV�GLYHUVH�DV�WKLV�LQ�D�FRPPRQ�
FDXVH�UHTXLUHG�D�PDQ�ZKR�XQGHUVWRRG�WKH�QHHG�WR�FDUHIXOO\�SODQ�
DQG� RUJDQL]H� YHU\� VHULRXVO\�� 7KH� IDFW� WKDW� KH�PHQWLRQV� YDULRXV�
ODQGPDUNV�LQ�VXFK�JUHDW�GHWDLO�VKRZV�WKDW�KH�PDSSHG�RXW�WKH�HQ-
WLUH�SURMHFW�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�PDQDJHDEOH�XQLWV��OHDYLQJ�QR�SDUW�RI�WKH�
ZDOO�XQDFFRXQWHG�IRU��:H�DOVR�VHH�KLV�ZLVGRP�LQ�DVVLJQLQJ�WKH�
ZRUN�WR�WKH�SHRSOH��1HKHPLDK�DVVLJQHG�VHFWLRQV�RI�WKH�ZDOO�QHDU�
WKHLU�KRPHV� WR� WKRVH� OLYLQJ� LQ� WKH�FLW\��1RW�RQO\�ZRXOG� WKLV�DV-
VLJQPHQW�EH�PRUH�FRQYHQLHQW�IRU�WKHP��LW�ZRXOG�SUREDEO\�HQVXUH�
WKHLU�EHVW�ZRUN��7KLQN�DERXW�WKLV��WKH\�ZRXOG�ZDQW�WKH�ZDOO�WR�EH�
DV�VDIH�DV�SRVVLEOH�QHDU�WKHLU�KRPHV�DQG�WKH\�QHYHU�ZDVWHG�DQ\�
WLPH�FRPPXWLQJ�� ,Q�DGGLWLRQ��SHRSOH�ZRXOG�JHW� WR�NQRZ�WKRVH�
ZRUNLQJ�DQG�OLYLQJ�QHDU�WKHP�DQG�SRVVLEO\�IRUP�IULHQGVKLSV��

:KDW�PDNHV�LW�HYHQ�PRUH�DPD]LQJ�LV�WR�ORRN�DW�ZKDW�KH�KDG�WR�
ZRUN�ZLWK��:H�NQRZ�WKH�,VUDHOLWHV�ZHUH�GHIHDWHG�LQ�VSLULW��7KH\�
ZHUH�D�KRSHOHVV�JURXS�RI�SHRSOH�OLYLQJ�LQ�VKDPH��7KUHH�IDFWRUV�
VWLFN�RXW�WR�PH�DERXW�WKH�XQLW\�RI�WKLV�JURXS�RI�SHRSOH��7KH�ğUVW�LV�
WKH�GLYHUVLW\�RI�WKH�JURXS��1HKHPLDK�WHOOV�XV�WKHUH�ZHUH�SULHVWV��
PHQ�� ZRPHQ�� FLW\� RIğFLDOV�� 7HPSOH� VHUYDQWV�� FLW\� JXDUGV� DQG�
PHUFKDQWV��DOO�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�WKH�ZDOO�WRJHWKHU��7KHUH�ZHUH�OD\PHQ�
ZRUNLQJ�VLGH�E\�VLGH�ZLWK�SULHVWV�DQG�/HYLWHV��+LJK�RIğFLDOV�ZHUH�
ZRUNLQJ� VLGH� E\� VLGH�ZLWK� VODYHV�� /RFDOV�ZHUH�ZRUNLQJ� VLGH� E\�
VLGH�ZLWK�WKRVH�IURP�QHLJKERULQJ�WRZQV��7KLV�UHPLQGV�PH�RI�WKH�
FKXUFK��7KLV�LV�ZKDW�WKH�FKXUFK�ERG\�VKRXOG�ORRN�OLNHŌD�GLYHUVH�
JURXS�RI�SHRSOH�ZRUNLQJ�WRJHWKHU�WR�DFFRPSOLVK�D�JUHDWHU�SXU-
SRVH�WKDQ�DQ\RQH�FRXOG�GR�RQ�WKHLU�RZQ��

Eliashib the high priest and his fellow priests went 

to work and rebuilt the Sheep Gate.They dedicated 

it and set its doors in place, building as far as the 

Tower of the Hundred, which they dedicated, and 

as far as the Tower of Hananel (v. 1).



7KH�VHFRQG�IDFWRU�WKDW�VWLFNV�RXW�LV�WKH�SULHVWV�ZKR�DUH�PHQWLRQHG�
LQ�YHUVH����7KH�SULHVWV�PXVW�KDYH�SOD\HG�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�SDUW�LQ�WKH�
EXLOGLQJ�RI�WKH�ZDOO��DQG�,�WKLQN�WKLV�LV�ZK\�1HKHPLDK�OLVWV�WKHP�
ğUVW�� 7KH\� DUH� DOVR�PHQWLRQHG� QHDU� WKH� HQG� RI� WKH� FKDSWHU� LQ�
YHUVH����DQG�LQ�WKH�PLGGOH�LQ�YHUVHV����DQG�����7KH�SULHVWV�YHU\�
ZHOO�FRXOG�KDYH�H[FXVHG�WKHPVHOYHV�IURP�WKH�KHDY\�ZRUN�RI�UH-
EXLOGLQJ��SOHDGLQJ�WKDW�LW�ZDVQłW�WKHLU�FDOOLQJ�WR�PRYH�VWRQHV��EXW�
WKH\�GLGQłW��<RX�JHW�WKH�LPSUHVVLRQ�WKH�SULHVWV�DUH�WKH�ğUVW�WR�UROO�
XS�WKHLU�VOHHYHV�DQG�JHW�WR�ZRUN��$QG�ZKHQ�WKH\�DUH�GRQH��WKH\�
GHGLFDWH�WKHLU�ZRUN�WR�*RG�EHFDXVH�WKH\�ZHUH�ZRUNLQJ�IRU�*RG��
7KHLU�FRPPLWPHQW�UHPLQGV�PH�RI�3DXOłV�LQVWUXFWLRQ�WR�WKH�FKXUFK�
of Colossae. “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as 
working for the Lord, not for human masters,” �&RO���������

Shallum son of Hallohesh, ruler of a half-district of 

Jerusalem, repaired the next section with the help 

of his daughters (v. 12).

7KH�WKLUG�IDFWRU�1HKHPLDK�PHQWLRQV�DSSHDUV�LQ�YHUVH�����+HUH�
LV�D�JX\�ZKR�LV�RXW�ZRUNLQJ�KDUG�ZLWK�KLV�NLGV��6LQFH�,łP�D�GDG�
ZLWK� \RXQJ�GDXJKWHUV�� ,� LPDJLQH�1HKHPLDK� JRLQJ� DURXQG� HQ-
FRXUDJLQJ�WKH�ZRUNHUV��DQG�WKHQ�KH�VHHV�RQH�PDQ�VHUYLQJ�ZLWK�
KLV�OLWWOH�JLUOV�RXW�LQ�WKH�KRW�VXQ��:H�GRQłW�NQRZ�WKHLU�DJHV��VR�DQ\�
JXHVV�LV�VSHFXODWLRQ�RQ�P\�SDUW��EXW�,�LPDJLQH�WKH�JLUOV�KHOSLQJ�
WR�FOHDQ�XS�WKH�UXEEOH��7KH\�DUH�PRYLQJ�WKH�VWRQHV�WKH\�FDQ�DQG�
ODXJKLQJ�DQG�JLJJOLQJ��7KH\�DUH�KHOSLQJ�WKHLU�GDG�SODVWHU�DQG�JHW�
WKH�VWRQHV�LQ�MXVW�WKH�ULJKW�SODFH�VR�WKH�ZDOO�ZLOO�EH�DV�VWURQJ�DV�
SRVVLEOH��7KHLU�ODXJKWHU�DQG�MR\�HQFRXUDJHV�WKRVH�DURXQG�WKHP�
DQG�PRWLYDWHV�WKHP�WR�FRQWLQXH�ZRUNLQJ�KDUG�

1RZ�WKLV�IDWKHU�SUREDEO\�FRXOG�KDYH�FRPSOHWHG�WKH�ZRUN�IDVWHU�
ZLWKRXW�KLV�GDXJKWHUV�WKHUH��,I�\RXłYH�HYHU�VHUYHG�ZLWK�\RXU�FKLO-
GUHQ�LW�FDQ�DFWXDOO\�WDNH�ORQJHU��%XW�DV�WKH�&KXUFK�ZH�DUH�FDOOHG�
WR�WUDLQ�XS�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�\RXQJHU�DQG�WKLV�LV�D�JUHDW�H[DPSOH��
:KHQ�ZH�VWHS�EDFN�DQG�ORRN�DW�WKH�HQWLUHW\�RI�WKLV�FKDSWHU��WKH�
FRPSOHWHG�ZDOO�LV�D�WHVWLPRQ\�RI�WKH�LQWHUGHSHQGHQW�SDUWQHUVKLS�
RI�WKH�,VUDHOLWHV�ZRUNLQJ�LQ�PDQDJHDEOH�VHFWLRQV�

Repair, Repairs, Repaired
:H�FDQ�KDYH� WKH�PRVW�RUJDQL]HG�SURMHFW�ZLWK�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�
XQLWHG� IRU� WKH� VDPH� FDXVH�� EXW� LI�ZH� GRQłW� GR� KDUG�ZRUN�� WKH�
SURMHFW�LVQłW�JRLQJ�WR�JHW�ğQLVKHG��7KH�PRVW�REYLRXV�WKLQJ�LQ�WKLV�
FKDSWHU�LV�WKH�XVH�RI�WKH�ZRUG�UHSDLU��,WłV�IRXQG�DW�OHDVW����WLPHV��
,WłV�WKH�ZRUG�XVHG�WR�GHVFULEH�WKH�DFWXDO�ZRUN�WKHVH�-HZV�ZHUH�
GRLQJŌUHSDLULQJ�WKH�ZDOOV�

The next section was repaired by the men of Tekoa, 

but their nobles would not put their shoulders 

WR�WKH�ZRUN�XQGHU�WKHLU�VXSHUYLVRUV����� b$GMRLQLQJ�
this, Jedaiah son of Harumaph made repairs op-

posite his house, and Hattush son of Hashabneiah 

made repairs next to him.... Next to him, Ezer son 

of Jeshua, ruler of Mizpah, repaired another sec-

tion, from a point facing the ascent to the armory 

as far as the angle of the wall (verses 5, 10, 19).

,�HQMR\�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�P\�KDQGV��%HIRUH�EHFRPLQJ�D�&KULVWLDQ��,�
VWDUWHG�ZRUNLQJ�LQ�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�DW�WKH�DJH�RI�����7KHUH�LV�D�VHQVH�
RI� IXOğOOPHQW� LQ�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�\RXU�KDQGV� WKDW�\RX�VRPHWLPHV�
GRQłW�JHW�RWKHU�SODFHV��)RU�H[DPSOH��MXVW�D�IHZ�ZHHNV�DJR�,�IRXQG�
D�JUHDW�SOD\�VHW�RQ�&UDLJVOLVW�IRU�P\�NLGV��,�ERXJKW�LW�IRU�D�WHQWK�
RI�WKH�RULJLQDO�SULFH��KDG�VRPH�KHOS�PRYLQJ�LW��SRZHU�ZDVKLQJ�LW��
VWDLQLQJ�LW�DQG�UHDVVHPEOLQJ�LW��1RZ�P\�NLGV�KDYH�ZKDW�ORRNV�OLNH�
D�EUDQG�QHZ�SOD\�VHW�LQ�WKH�EDFN\DUG��DQG�WKH\�ORYH�LW��,WłV�D�MR\�WR�
VHH�P\�NLGV�ZDQW�WR�JR�RXWVLGH�DQG�SOD\�

7KH� SRLQW�1HKHPLDK� LV�PDNLQJ� KHUH� LVQłW� DERXW�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�
\RXU� KDQGV�� KH� LV� HPSKDVL]LQJ� WKH� KDUG�ZRUN� RI� WKH�ZRUNHUV��
7KH�ZRUGLQJ� LQ�WKLV�FKDSWHU�UHPLQGV�XV�WKDW�EXLOGLQJ�DQ\WKLQJ�
RI� VLJQLğFDQFH�� LQFOXGLQJ� WKH� FKXUFK�� LQYROYHV� YHU\� KDUG�ZRUN��
,W�VRXQGV�VR�VLPSOH��EXW�LWłV�VR�VLPSOH�LWłV�HDV\�WR�PLVV��1RWKLQJ�
LQ�*RGłV� .LQJGRP�KDV�QHYHU� EHHQ� DFFRPSOLVKHG�ZLWKRXW� KDUG�
ZRUN��6FULSWXUH�WHOOV�XV�WKDW�RQH�RI�WKH�WKLQJV�*RG�FUHDWHG�HDFK�
RI�XV� IRU� LV� WR�EH�ZRUNHUV�� 7KLV� LV� D�SDUW�RI�EHLQJ�PDGH� LQ� WKH�
LPDJH�RI�*RG��*RG�+LPVHOI�LV�D�ZRUNHU��UHPHPEHU"�+H�LV�D�FUH-
DWRU��DQG�+H�JLYHV�XV�WKH�SULYLOHJH�RI�ZRUNLQJ�XQGHU�+LP��,Q�DOO�
RI�RXU�ZRUN��ZH�KDYH�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�JORULI\�*RG�E\�VLPSO\�
GRLQJ�LW�IRU�+LV�JORU\��<RX�PLJKW�KDYH�D�MRE�\RX�GRQłW�SDUWLFXODUO\�
HQMR\��EXW�\RX�FDQ�FKRRVH�WR�ZRUN�KDUG�IRU�*RG��(YHQ�LI�ZH�WKLQN�
ZRUN� LV�ERULQJ�RU�PHDQLQJOHVV�ZH�FDQ�ZRUN�KDUG� IRU�*RG�DQG�
KRQRU�+LP�LQ�DOO�ZH�GR�

7KLV�FRQFHSW�RI�ZRUNLQJ�KDUG�DOVR�DSSOLHV�WR�WKH�ZRUN�RI�EXLOGLQJ�
WKH�ERG\�RI�&KULVW��6RPH�SHRSOH�ZDQW�WR�EHOLHYH�WKDW�DOO�ZH�QHHG�
WR�GR�LV�SUD\�DQG�HYHU\WKLQJ�ZLOO�ZRUN�RXW�ğQH��:H�GRQłW�QHHG�WR�
SODQ��OHWłV�MXVW�SUD\��:H�GRQłW�QHHG�WR�EXGJHW�RU�SUHSDUH��OHWłV�MXVW�
SUD\��1RZ�GRQłW�PLVXQGHUVWDQG�PH�RQ�WKLV�DQG�WH[W�5RE�DQG�WHOO�
KLP�,�VDLG�\RX�GRQłW�KDYH�WR�SUD\��,łP�QRW�VD\LQJ�ZH�GRQłW�QHHG�WR�
SUD\��:KDW�,�DP�VD\LQJ�LV��,�WKLQN�ZH�QHHG�EDODQFH��,I�DOO�ZH�IRFXV�
RQ�LV�EHLQJ�EXV\�LQ�ZRUN��ZH�PLVV�WKH�SRLQW��,I�DOO�ZH�GR�LV�SUD\�
DQG�QRW�ZRUN��WKHQ�ZH�DOVR�PLVV�WKH�SRLQW��

7KH� ERRN� RI� 1HKHPLDK� VKRZV� XV� KRZ� 1HKHPLDKłV� VWRU\� LV�
VDWXUDWHG�ZLWK�SUD\HU��1HKHPLDK� LV� D�PDQ�RI�SUD\HU��EXW� LI�KH�
QHYHU�ZRUNHG�WKH�ZDOO�ZDVQłW�JRLQJ�WR�UHEXLOG�LWVHOI��,I�KH�QHYHU�
SODQQHG�RU�SUHSDUHG��WKH�SHRSOH�ZRXOG�QRW�KDYH�XQLWHG��3UD\HU�
LV�QHYHU�PHDQW�WR�EH�D�VXEVWLWXWH�IRU�ZRUN��,Q�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�
WKH� DSRVWOH� 3DXO�ZDV� D�PDQ� RI� SUD\HU�� \HW� KH� DOVR� VDLG� WR� WKH�
&RULQWKLDQV��“We work hard with our own hands”����&RULQWKLDQV�
����D���+H�DOVR�FDOOHG�KLV�GLVFLSOH�7LPRWK\�WR�EH�“a worker who 
doesn’t need to be ashamed”����7LPRWK\�������

1RWKLQJ�KDV� HYHU� EHHQ�GRQH� IRU� WKH� NLQJGRP�RI�*RG�ZLWKRXW�
ZRUN�� :KHQ� ZH� ZRUN� KDUG�� ZH� DUH� EXLOGLQJ� WKH� FKXUFK�� 1R�
FKXUFK�RU�PLQLVWU\� KDV� HYHU� EHHQ�EXLOW� DSDUW� IURP�KDUG�ZRUN��
7KLQN� RI� ZKDW� LW� WDNHV� MXVW� WR� DFFRPSOLVK� D� 6XQGD\� PRUQLQJ�
KHUH�DW�&3&��,W�WDNHV�D�ORW�RI�ZRUN�E\�D�ORW�RI�SHRSOH��7KHUH�LV�D�
SDUNLQJ�WHDP�KHOSLQJ�SHRSOH�ğQG�D�VSRW��XVKHUV�KHOSLQJ�SHRSOH�
ğQG�D�VHDW��JUHHWHUV��FRIIHH�PDNHUV��&3&.LGV�WHDP��VWXGHQW�PLQ-
LVWU\�OHDGHUV��VRXQG�WHFKQLFLDQV�PDNLQJ�P\�YRLFH�VRXQG�JRRG��D�



7KLV�PHVVDJH�IURP�6FULSWXUH�ZDV�SUHDFKHG�RQ�6XQGD\��-XQH����������DW�&HQWUDO�3HQLQVXOD�&KXUFK�1RUWK
����3LHGPRQW�$YHQXH�_�6DQ�%UXQR��&$�������_��������������_�ZZZ�FSFZHE�RUJ��$GGLWLRQDO�FRSLHV�DYDLODEOH�RQ�UHTXHVW�

 © 2015 Central Peninsula Church North, San Bruno, CA
Catalog  No.  1413–4N

ZRUVKLS�WHDP��DQG�PDQ\�RWKHUV��7KLV�LV�KRZ�WKH�FKXUFK�VKRXOG�
EH��HDFK�RI�XV�SLWFKLQJ� LQ� WR�KHOS�RXW��7KLQN�DERXW� WKLV��:KHQ�
*RGłV�SHRSOH�ZRUN�LQ�XQLW\��ZH�FDQ�DFFRPSOLVK�*RGłV�ZRUN��

8QIRUWXQDWHO\�WKHUH�DUH�PDQ\�FKXUFKHV�ULJKW�QRZ�WKDW�FRXOG�EH�
UHIHUUHG�WR�PRUH�OLNH�D�IRRWEDOO�JDPH��/HW�PH�H[SODLQ��,Q�D�IRRW-
EDOO�JDPH�WKHUH�DUH����PHQ�RQ�WKH�ğHOG�LQ�GHVSHUDWH�QHHG�RI�UHVW��
ZKLOH�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�WKHUH�DUH��������SHRSOH�LQ�WKH�VWDQGV�LQ�
GHVSHUDWH�QHHG�RI�H[HUFLVH��:KHQ�3DXO�ZURWH�WR�WKH�FKXUFK�DW�
(SKHVXV��KH�WROG�WKHP�WKH�MRE�RI�WKH�SDVWRU�ZDV�WR�HTXLS�SHRSOH�
IRU�PLQLVWU\��QRW�GR�DOO�WKH�PLQLVWU\�WKHPVHOYHV��“So Christ him-
self gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors 
and teachers, to equip his people for works of service, so that the 
body of Christ may be built up”� �(SK������������ 7KH� FKXUFK� LV�
PHDQW�WR�EH�D�XQLWHG�HIIRUW�RI�SHRSOH�VHUYLQJ�QH[W�WR�HDFK�RWKHU��

Names
6R�ZHłYH�VHHQ�KRZ�1HKHPLDK�GLYLGHG�WKH�ZRUN�RI�UHEXLOGLQJ�WKH�
ZDOO�LQWR�PDQDJHDEOH�VHFWLRQV�DQG�XQLWHG�WKH�SHRSOH�WR�ZRUN�LQ�
WKH�PRVW�VWUDWHJLF�SODFHV��DQG�WKHQ�WKH\�ZHUH�DEOH�WR�EHJLQ�UH-
EXLOGLQJ�WKH�ZDOO��1RZ�,�ZDQW�WR�PHQWLRQ�WKH�OLVW�RI�QDPHV�KHUH��
,łP�JRLQJ�WR�JR�RQ�D�OLPE�DQG�VD\��Ń1RQH�RI�XV�NQRZ�DQ\�RI�WKHVH�
SHRSOH�OLVWHG�KHUH�ń�7KLV�ZRXOG�EH�OLNH�P\�JUDQGFKLOGUHQ�UHDGLQJ�
WKH�JXHVW�ERRN�DW�P\�ZHGGLQJ��WKH\�ZRXOG�SUREDEO\�QRW�NQRZ�
any of them.

%HIRUH�\RX�ZULWH�WKLV�OLVW�RII�DV�XQQHFHVVDU\��,�ZDQW�WR�SUHVHQW�D�
GLIIHUHQW�YLHZ��7KLV�OLVW�UHYHDOV�1HKHPLDKłV�FRQFHUQ�IRU�SHRSOH��,�
RQFH�KHDUG�VRPHRQH�VD\��Ń3HRSOH�GRQłW�FDUH�ZKDW�\RX�NQRZ�XQWLO�
WKH\�NQRZ�WKDW�\RX�FDUH�ń�7KLV�VWDWHPHQW�LV�VR�WUXH��7KHVH�SHRSOH�
KDG� WR� IHHO� VR� FDUHG� IRU� E\�1HKHPLDK�ZKR�ZDV� GRFXPHQWLQJ�
WKHLU�KDUG�ZRUN�DQG�ZULWLQJ�GRZQ�WKHLU�QDPHV��6RPH�DUH�HYHQ�
UHFRJQL]HG�IRU�ZRUNLQJ�HVSHFLDOO\�KDUG�

The Valley Gate was repaired by Hanun and the 

residents of Zanoah. They rebuilt it and put its 

doors with their bolts and bars in place. They also 

repaired a thousand cubits of the wall as far as the 

'XQJ�*DWH�Ľ�b1H[W�WR�WKHP��WKH�PHQ�RI�7HNRD�UH-

paired another section, from the great projecting 

tower to the wall of Ophel (verses 13, 27).

7KHVH�PHQ�ZHUH� H[WUD� KDUG�ZRUNHUV�� 7KH� UHVLGHQWV� RI� =DQRDK�
DUH�GRFXPHQWHG�DV�KDYLQJ�UHEXLOW������IHHW�RI�WKH�ZDOO��ZKLFK�
LV�QR�VPDOO�IHDW��,Q�YHUVH����1HKHPLDK�PHQWLRQV�D�PDQ�QDPHG�

%DUXFK�ZKR� ]HDORXVO\� UHSDLUHG� DQRWKHU� VHFWLRQ�� ,W� VHHPV� WKHLU�
H[WUD�KDUG�ZRUN�ZDV�ZRUWK�VSHFLDO�UHFRJQLWLRQ��

7KHUH� LV� D� QDPH�PLVVLQJ� IURP� WKLV� OLVW� RI� SHRSOH� WKRXJK� DQG�
WKDW�LV�1HKHPLDKłV�QDPH��+H�GRHVQłW�LQFOXGH�KLPVHOI�LQ�WKH�OLVW�
RI� SHRSOH��$V� ,łYH� WKRXJKW� DERXW� LW�� LW� UHPLQGV�PH�RI� D� ERRN� ,�
UHDG�DIWHU�DWWHQGLQJ�WKH�*OREDO�/HDGHUVKLS�6XPPLW��-LP�&ROOLQV�
ZURWH�Good to Great�DQG�GRFXPHQWHG�ZKDW�JRRG�OHDGHUV�GR�DQG�
ZKDW�JUHDW�OHDGHUV�GR��2QH�WKLQJ�KH�VD\V�DERXW�JUHDW�OHDGHUV�LV�
WKLV�� Ń/HYHO��� OHDGHUV� ORRN�RXW� WKH�ZLQGRZ� WR�DSSRUWLRQ� FUHGLW�
WR�IDFWRUV�RXWVLGH�WKHPVHOYHV�ZKHQ�WKLQJV�JR�ZHOO��$W�WKH�VDPH�
WLPH��WKH\�ORRN�LQ�WKH�PLUURU�WR�DSSRUWLRQ�UHVSRQVLELOLW\��QHYHU�
EODPLQJ� EDG� OXFN� ZKHQ� WKLQJV� JR� SRRUO\�ń� 7KLV� PHDQV� WKDW�
DV� D� JUHDW� OHDGHU� ZKHQ� WKLQJV� ZHUH� JRLQJ� ZHOO� LQ� -HUXVDOHP��
1HKHPLDK�JDYH�FUHGLW�WR�WKRVH�ZKR�ZHUH�ZRUNLQJ�KDUG�

:HłYH� ORRNHG� DW� IRXU� HVVHQWLDOV� WR� EXLOGLQJ� WKH� ORFDO� FKXUFK��
RUJDQL]DWLRQ�� XQLW\�� KDUG� ZRUN�� DQG� FDULQJ� DERXW� SHRSOH�� 7KLV�
FKDSWHU� UHPLQGV�PH�RI� WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW� GHVFULSWLRQ�RI� WKH�
ERG\�RI�&KULVW�� (DFK�SHUVRQ� LV�XVLQJ� WKHLU�XQLTXH�JLIW� WR� VHUYH�
WKH�ERG\��WR�EH�EXLOW�XS��WR�EH�HQFRXUDJHG��VR�ZH�DOO�FDQ�VKRZ�
WKH�ORYH�RI�&KULVW�WR�WKRVH�DURXQG�XV��'RHV�WKLV�JHW�\RXU�KHDUW�
EHDWLQJ�D�OLWWOH�TXLFNHU"�'RHV�LW�H[FLWH�\RX�WR�EH�D�SDUW�RI�UHDFKLQJ�
WKLV�OLWWOH�VWUHWFK�RI�ODQG�RQ�ZKLFK�*RG�KDV�SODFHG�XV"

:KHQ� WKH�ZDOO� ZDV� ğQLVKHG�� ,łP� VXUH� LW� GLGQłW� ORRN� OLNH� WUDFN�
KRXVLQJ� LQ�6DFUDPHQWR��EXW�PRUH� OLNH�D�SDWFKZRUN�EODQNHW�UH-
ĠHFWLQJ�WKH�XQLTXH�ZRUN�RI�HDFK�SHUVRQ�RU�JURXS��-XVW�DV�HDFK�
SHUVRQ�SOD\HG�WKHLU�RZQ�XQLTXH�UROH�LQ�EXLOGLQJ�WKH�ZDOO��ZH�WRR�
FDQ�SOD\�D�XQLTXH�UROH�LQ�EXLOGLQJ�WKH�FKXUFK��,�DOUHDG\�PHQWLRQHG�
D� IHZ�H[DPSOHV� IRU�\RX� WR�FRQVLGHU��<RX�FDQ�VHUYH� LQ� VR�PDQ\�
GLIIHUHQW�ZD\V��<RX�FDQ�JR�WR�WKH�*OREDO�/HDGHUVKLS�6XPPLW�WR�
UHFHLYH�WUDLQLQJ�WR�OHDG�EHWWHU��<RX�PLJKW�ZDQW�WR�VWDUW�VHUYLQJ�
ZLWK�\RXU�NLGV�E\�WDNLQJ�SDUW�LQ�WKH�%DFNSDFN�'ULYH�

5HPHPEHU��LWłV�JRLQJ�WR�WDNH�D�OLWWOH�ORQJHU�EXW�LWłV�ZRUWK�LW��$V�
ZH�ZRUN�WRJHWKHU�LQ�EXLOGLQJ�WKH�FKXUFK�UHPHPEHU�WKLV��:KHQ�
*RGłV�SHRSOH�ZRUN�LQ�XQLW\��ZH�FDQ�DFFRPSOLVK�*RGłV�ZRUN��

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


