
Have you ever prayed a prayer where you have cried out to God, 
“Disturb me, Lord”? This week I found a prayer written by Sir 
Francis Drake, the British explorer who is famous for circumnavi-
gating the globe back in the 16th century. He is the same Drake 
behind Drakes Bay north of San Francisco. I never thought of Sir 
Francis Drake as a man of God. I don’t think the Spaniards did 
either. But his prayer, “Disturb us Lord,” disturbed me this week.

Disturb us, Lord, when we are too well pleased with our-
selves, when our dreams have come true because we have 
dreamed too little, when we arrive safely because we have 
sailed too close to the shore.

Disturb us, Lord, when, with the abundance of things we 
possess, we have lost our thirst for the waters of life; having 
fallen in love with life, we have ceased to dream of eternity; 
and in our efforts to build a new Earth, we have allowed our 
vision of the new heaven to dim.

Disturb us, Lord, to dare more boldly, to venture on wider 
seas where storms will show your mastery; where losing 
VLJKW� RI� ODQG��ZH� VKDOO� ğQG� WKH� VWDUV��:H� DVN� \RX� WR� SXVK�
back the horizons of our hopes; and to push into the future 
in strength, courage, hope, and love.

To phrase it another way, have you ever cried out to God in 
a prayer that started out, “Break my heart for what breaks 
yours”? You have probably sung that phrase if you come to our 
worship services, but has it ever been your personal and inten-
tional prayer?

:H�EHJLQ�D�QHZ�VXPPHU�WHDFKLQJ�VHULHV�LQ�WKH�ERRN�RI�1HKHPLDK�
FDOOHG�� Ń5HEXLOGLQJ�\RXU�%URNHQ�:RUOG�ń�:KDW�GR�ZH�PHDQ�E\�
broken world?   There are seasons in our lives where God calls 
us to especially take notice of the brokenness in our world. And 
seeing that brokenness, he calls us to become disturbed by what 
ZH�VHH��7KHUH�DUH�PDQ\�LQ�WKLV�SODFH�ZKR�NQRZ�ğUVW�KDQG�WKDW�
God compels to do something, anything to try to right a wrong, 
WR�ğ[�DQ�LQMXVWLFH��WR�VDYH�D�YLFWLP�EHFDXVH�ZH�NQRZ�WKDW�VHHNLQJ�
to rebuild a broken world comes from the heart of God.

2QH�RI�P\�MR\V�DV�&RPPXQLW\�/LIH�3DVWRU�LV�WR�YLVLW�&RPPXQLW\�
Groups and hear about what God is doing. This past year I visited 
one group that formed because they sensed God’s call to come 
WRJHWKHU� EHFDXVH� *RG� KDG� GLVWXUEHG� WKHP�ZLWK� DOO� WKH� LQMXV-
tices they saw in their outer world. They were not compelled to 
VLPSO\�FRPH�WRJHWKHU�WR�GLVFXVV�WKH�LQMXVWLFHV��EXW�WKH\�ZDQWHG�

to become available to God to become part of the solution to the 
LQMXVWLFHV� WKH\� VDZ�� ,Q� WKLV�1HKHPLDK� VHULHV�*RG�PD\�ZDQW� WR�
disturb some of us to engage our outer broken world. 

$V�D�&RPPXQLW\�/LIH�3DVWRU��,�DOVR�HQMR\�KHDULQJ�KRZ�*RG�ZRUNV�
in our inner world. Our Men’s Fraternity meetings recently ended 
for the summer and I was touched in one of our end-of-the-year 
sharing times. A man stood up and shared that he was having big 
time personal heart issues. He honestly shared about his broken 
inner world and the consequences of sin and poor choices he 
had made. And then he gave thanks that his Men’s Frat table 
mates all had each other’s cell phone numbers and he could text 
his mates when he needed the strength that came with prayer 
IRU�KLV� LQQHU�ZRUOG�� ,Q�WKLV�1HKHPLDK�VHULHV��*RG�PD\�ZDQW�WR�
disturb some of us to engage our inner world. 

6R�OHWłV�GLJ�LQWR�1HKHPLDK��2XU�PDS�VKRZV�WKH�HQWLUH�UHJLRQ�RI�
1HKHPLDKłV�WLPH��ZKLFK�ZDV�DERXW�����\HDUV�EHIRUH�&KULVW��$W�
that time most of the known world was ruled by two nations, the 
0HGHV�DQG�WKH�3HUVLDQV��,W�ZDV�FDOOHG�WKH�0HGRF�3HUVLDQ�(PSLUH��
7KH�3HUVLDQV�ZHUH�ELJJHU�VR�VRPHWLPHV� WKH�0HGHV�JRW� OHIW�RII�
the headlines. 

,I� \RX� UHPHPEHU�� ���� \HDUV� EHIRUH� WKLV�ZDV� WKH�KLJK�SRLQW� RI�
,VUDHOłV� KLVWRU\��'DYLG�� D� JRGO\� NLQJ��ZDV� RQ� WKH� WKURQH� IRU� ���
\HDUV��'DYLG�H[SDQGHG�WKH�QDWLRQ�LQ�ERWK�VL]H�DQG�LQĠXHQFH��%XW�
things went downhill from there. After his son, King Solomon 
GLHG��,VUDHO�ZDV�VSOLW�LQWR�WZR�NLQJGRPV��7KH�1RUWKHUQ�.LQJGRP�
KDG����WULEHV�DQG�ZDV�FDOOHG�,VUDHO��7KH�6RXWKHUQ�.LQJGRP�KDG�
2 tribes and they were referred to as Judah. Because of Israel’s 
disobedience the Assyrians conquered this northern kingdom of 
,VUDHO�DQG�WKH����WULEHV�ZHUH�VFDWWHUHG��

The Southern kingdom saw all this happening to their northern 
neighbors yet they still continued to rebel against God. Then in 
����%&��DERXW�����\HDUV�EHIRUH�1HKHPLDK��.LQJ�1HEXFKDGQH]]DU�
and the Babylonian Army captured Jerusalem and destroyed it. 
They knocked down the walls and burned the temple. The Jews 
were forced into slavery again. Many were taken off in chains 
LQWR�H[LOH�LQ�%DE\ORQ�������PLOHV�DZD\�

%XW�*RG�GLGQłW�IRUJHW�DERXW�KLV�SHRSOH��+H�DOORZHG�WKH�3HUVLDQV�
WR� WDNH�RYHU� WKH�%DE\ORQLDQV�DQG� WKHQ�*RG�PRYHG�.LQJ�&\UXV�
RI�3HUVLD�WR�DOORZ�VRPH�RI�WKH�-HZV�WR�UHWXUQ��6R�DERXW����\HDUV�
DIWHU� WKH� GHVWUXFWLRQ� RI� -HUXVDOHP�� WKH� ğUVW� ZDYH� RI� -HZLVK�
immigrants returned to Judah and they began rebuilding the 
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7HPSOH��,Q�����%&��DERXW����\HDUV�EHIRUH�1HKHPLDK�WKH�7HPSOH�
was rebuilt. 

2YHU�WKRVH�QH[W����\HDUV�PRUH�LPPLJUDQWV�FDPH�WR�-XGDK�DQG�
WULHG�WR�UHEXLOG�WKH�FLW\�DURXQG�WKH�WHPSOH��$OVR��.LQJ�&\UXV�RI�
3HUVLD�GLHG��DQG�D�FRXSOH�RI�RWKHU�NLQJV�FDPH�DQG�ZHQW��DQG�WKHQ�
Artaxerxes became King. Artaxerxes had two famous Jews—
(]UD��ZKR�ZDV�D�-HZLVK�SURSKHW�DQG�SULHVW��DQG�1HKHPLDK��ZKR�
was the cupbearer or food taster of the king—serving in his royal 
FRXUW��6R�(]UD�UHWXUQV�WR�-HUXVDOHP�ğUVW�DQG�WHDFKHV�*RGłV�ZRUG�
to the people and led them in worship. But the walls of the city 
remained in ruins and the city remained unprotected. 

$QG� KHUH� LV� ZKHUH� ZH� SLFN� XS� WKH� VWRU\�� 7KH� \HDU� LV� ���� %&��
1HKHPLDK� LV� LQ�6XVD��ZKLFK� LV�$UWD[HU[HVł�ZLQWHU�SDODFH��+H� LV�
����PLOHV�IURP�-HUXVDOHP��VHUYLQJ�$UWD[HU[HV��

The words of Nehemiah son of Hakaliah: In the 
PRQWK�RI�.LVOHY�bLQ�WKH�WZHQWLHWK�\HDU��ZKLOH�,�ZDV�
in the citadel of Susa, Hanani, one of my brothers, 
came from Judah with some other men, and I 
TXHVWLRQHG� WKHP�DERXW� WKH� -HZLVK� UHPQDQWb WKDW�
had survived the exile, and also about Jerusalem 
(Nehemiah 1:1-2). 

5HPHPEHU��1HKHPLDK�KDG�D�JUHDW�MRE�DV�ORQJ�DV�QR�RQH�WULHG�WR�
SRLVRQ�WKH�NLQJłV�IRRG��+H�OLYHG�LQ�D�SDODFH��KDG�D�FXVK\�MRE�ZLWK�
everything he needed. Yet something wasn’t right in his spirit. 
He questioned the men. The word “questioned” means “to in-
TXLUH�RU�GHPDQGń�DQ�DQVZHU��+H�VRXJKW�WKHP�RXW�IRU�D�ğUVW�KDQG�
UHSRUW��:H� VHH� WKDW�1HKHPLDK� DVNHG� WKHP� WZR�TXHVWLRQV��+H�
wanted to know about the people in Judah. How are they doing? 
He had never been to Jerusalem but he knew about his ancestors 
being led out of the holy city in chains. 

He also asked about the city of Jerusalem. It’s been said that 
the true Jew never completely forgets Jerusalem. He wanted to 
know about the people and he wanted to know the condition of 
the beloved city.  But we shall see that these simple questions of 
FRQFHUQ�OHG�1HKHPLDK�RQ�D�MRXUQH\�WR�UHEXLOG�D�EURNHQ�ZRUOG��

Rebuilding Your Broken World Starts with a 
Concern
It’s easy to live uninvolved or unexamined lives, as Drake said, 
“sailing too close to shore,” apathetic with no vision to change 
anything in our lives or to use our lives to make a difference in the 
ZRUOG���:KHWKHU�LWłV�D�FRQFHUQ�IRU�WKH�VWDWH�RI�\RXU�LQQHU�ZRUOG�RU�
for the state of your outer world, any positive change begins with 
a concern. Some of us need to start asking and get concerned.

They said to me, “Those who survived the exile and 
are back in the province are in great trouble and 
disgrace. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, 
DQG�LWV�JDWHV�KDYH�EHHQ�EXUQHG�ZLWK�ğUHń��Y�����

/RRN�DW�1HKHPLDKłV�UHVSRQVH�WR�WKH�DZIXO�UHSRUW�KH�UHFHLYHG�

b:KHQ�,�KHDUG�WKHVH�WKLQJV��,�VDW�GRZQ�DQG�ZHSWb�Y���D��

7KH�EDG�QHZV�PRYHG� IURP�1HKHPLDKłV�KHDG� LQWR�1HKHPLDKłV�
heart. He not only sees the need, he now feels the need. His 
response is passionate. He is touched. He is brokenhearted. 
A person with vision to rebuild a broken world has a breaking 
heart. He or she is outraged at the difference between what is 
and what could be.

Rebuilding Your Broken World Requires a Breaking 
Heart
6R�,�DVN�\RX��:KDW� LQMXVWLFH"�:KDW�WUDYHVW\"�:KDW� LPPRUDOLW\�
GR�\RX�VHH�LQ�\RXU�RXWHU�ZRUOG"��:KDW�HYLO�PDNHV�\RX�VLW�GRZQ�
DQG�ZHHS"��:KDW�PDNHV�\RX�DQJU\"��:H�DUH�QHYHU�XVHG�RI�*RG�
until God has opened our hearts and made us feel deep sorrow 
over the needs around us. 

In the same way, a vision to change anything in your inner world 
DOVR�UHTXLUHV�D�SDVVLRQDWH�UHVSRQVH��&KDQJH�GRHVQłW�KDSSHQ�XQWLO�
we pound the table and say enough, till we look deep inside and 
respond, “Rise up o man or woman of God, be done with lesser 
things.”  I refuse to be in bondage!  I refuse to keep sinning. I give 
up. I’ve tried and failed so many times. I surrender. I need God’s 
power because I am weak. I really do want to change! Tell me 
ZKDW�WR�GR�*RG��1HKHPLDK�WKHQ�VKRZV�XV�H[DFWO\�ZKDW�WR�GR�WR�
rebuild your broken world. 

For some days I mourned and fasted and prayed 
EHIRUH�WKH�*RG�RI�KHDYHQ��Y���E��

'RQłW�PLVV� WKLV��:H�ZLOO� OHDUQ� LQ� FKDSWHU� �� WKDW� KH�PRXUQHG��
fasted and prayed until April; four months before he took action. 

Rebuilding Your Broken World Requires Persistent 
Prayer
1HKHPLDK�NQHZ�WKLV�SUREOHP�ZDV�ZD\�WRR�ELJ�IRU�KLP��7R�VHH�
WKH�YLVLRQ� WR� VROYH� WKLV�SUREOHP�UHTXLUHG�SUD\HU�� ORWV�RI� LW��:H�
will see that this time of prayer prepared him for what was to 
be ahead. 

In the next few minutes we are going to look deeper at 
1HKHPLDKłV�SUD\HU��$V�ZH�VWXG\�WKLV�SUD\HU��P\�SUD\HU�LV�WKDW�ZH�
GRQłW� JHW� WRR� FDXJKW�XS� LQ� WKH� VWXG\�RI�KRZ�1HKHPLDK�SUD\V��
Instead get caught up in prayer. These verses don’t say that when 
1HKHPLDK�ZDQWHG� WR� UHEXLOG� KLV� RXWHU�ZRUOG� KH� WDONHG� DERXW�
SUD\HU��,W�VD\V�1HKHPLDK�SUD\HG�

Then I said: “Lord, the God of heaven, the great 
DQG�DZHVRPH�*RG�bZKR�NHHSV�KLV�FRYHQDQW�RI�ORYH�
with those who love him and keep his command-
PHQWV��bOHW�\RXU�HDU�EH�DWWHQWLYH�DQG�\RXU�H\HV�RSHQ�
WR�KHDUb WKH�SUD\HUb\RXU�VHUYDQW� LV�SUD\LQJ�EHIRUH�
you day and night for your servants, the people of 
,VUDHOń��YHUVHV��ŋ�D���

Recognize God for Who He Is
5HPHPEHU�ZKR�1HKHPLDKłV�ERVV�ZDV"��+LV�ERVV�ZDV�$UWD[HU[HV��
the greatest and mightiest king on earth. But compared to God, 
$UWD[HU[HV�ZDV�D�ĠDVK�LQ�D�SDQ��6R�KHUH�LV�1HKHPLDK�LQ�WKH�NLQJłV�



palace in Susa, and his concern was far off—Jerusalem, two 
cities—one rich and the other poor, one strong the other weak, 
one proud, the other broken. But when we recognize God for 
who he is, we have the proper perspective of what is most im-
SRUWDQW��:KHQ�ZH�UHFRJQL]H�*RG�IRU�ZKR�KH�LV��LW�SXWV�XV�LQ�WKH�
mindset of recognizing that we are praying to a God who can 
rebuild our broken world.  

,� FRQIHVVb WKH� VLQV� ZH� ,VUDHOLWHV�� LQFOXGLQJ�P\VHOI�
and my father’s family, have committed against 
\RX�b:H�KDYH�DFWHG�YHU\�ZLFNHGO\bWRZDUG�\RX��:H�
have not obeyed the commands, decrees and laws 
\RX�JDYH�\RXU�VHUYDQW�0RVHV��YHUVHV��Eŋ���

Repent of Sins
,łP�VWUXFN�E\� WKLV�SDUW��1HKHPLDK�� IDU�DZD\� IURP�WKH�KDSSHQ-
ings in Jerusalem, saw himself as part of the problem. You would 
think he would be blaming his ancestors but instead he looks 
within and blames himself as well. It is so easy to blame others 
IRU�RXU�SUREOHPV��LVQłW�LW"��1HKHPLDK�LV�VD\LQJ��Ń/RUG��,�DP�ZURQJ��
I not only want to be part of the answer, I confess that I’m part 
of the problem.”   

The language reveals a high level of intensity. Day and night, 
RYHUZKHOPHG�RYHU�KLV�VLQ��KH�FRQIHVVHV��/LNH�3VDOP�������“Lord 
you are the God who saves me; day and night I cry out to you; 
turn your ear to my cry.” I see honesty. It’s implied here, but 
FRQIHVVLRQ�PHDQV�VSHFLğF�FRQIHVVLRQ��+H�LGHQWLğHV�KLV�RZQ�VLQV�
and the sins of the Israelites and confesses them and receives 
forgiveness for them and then repents; he turns a new direction 
back toward God.

If you are here today and God is disturbing you about rebuilding 
your inner world, it is especially important to realize that you 
PXVW� EH�KRQHVW��:KHQ�ZH� DUH� QRW� KRQHVW�ZLWK�*RG�GDUNQHVV�
doesn’t come to light. But when we are honest with God in con-
fession and express we are fed up and desire to turn a new direc-
tion into the light, then we hang on to God to make that turn 
because we can’t do it on our own. It’s when we hang on to God 
DV�ZH�PDNH� WKDW� WXUQ�RI� UHSHQWDQFH� WKDW�ZH�DUH� WKHQ�ĠRRGHG�
with God’s amazing grace, mercy and forgiveness.

�VW�-RKQ�����VD\V��“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just 
and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteous-
ness.” If you are here today and God is disturbing you about re-
building your outer world, it is also important to confess. For me 
WKLV�ZHHN� ,�QHHGHG�WR�FRQIHVV�P\�DSDWK\�WRZDUG�WKH� LQMXVWLFHV�
DURXQG�PH�� ,�QHHGHG�WR�FRQIHVV�P\�VHOğVKQHVV� WR�ZDQW�ZKDW� ,�
ZDQW�ZKHQ�,�ZDQW�LW��DQG�,�QHHGHG�WR�FRQIHVV�,�FDQ�MXGJH�RWKHUV�
ZKR�DUH� VXIIHULQJ� LQ� WKLV�ZRUOG�EHFDXVH�RI�ZKDW� ,� MXGJH� WR�EH�
poor decisions I assume they made that put them there and then 
DEDQGRQ� DQ\� VHQVH� RI� UHVSRQVLELOLW\� WR� KHOS�� 1HKHPLDK� FRXOG�
KDYH�HDVLO\�UHVSRQGHG���7KH\�DUH�UHDSLQJ�ZKDW�WKH\�DUH�VRZLQJ��
LW�LVQłW�P\�SUREOHP��%XW�1HKHPLDK�OHW�*RG�GLVWXUE�KLP��/HW�*RG�
disturb you.

:H�OHDUQ�KHUH�WKDW�1HKHPLDK�RZQHG�ZKDW�KH�GLG�ZURQJ��DQG�
then he moved on. He didn’t wallow. Look at how in the next 
WKUHH�YHUVHV�KH�H[SUHVVHV�FRQğGHQFH�LQ�*RGłV�SURPLVHV��

5HPHPEHUb WKH� LQVWUXFWLRQ� \RX� JDYH� \RXU� VHU-
vant Moses, saying, “If you are unfaithful, I will 
VFDWWHUb\RX�DPRQJ� WKH�QDWLRQV�bEXW� LI� \RX� UHWXUQ�
to me and obey my commands, then even if your 
exiled people are at the farthest horizon, I will 
JDWKHUb WKHP� IURP� WKHUH� DQG� EULQJ� WKHP� WR� WKH�
SODFH� ,� KDYH� FKRVHQ� DV� D� GZHOOLQJ� IRU�P\�1DPHń�
(verses 8–9).

I’m going to tell you right off the bat, God likes it when we re-
member his promises and count on them.

They are your servants and your people, whom you 
redeemed by your great strength and your mighty 
hand (v. 10.)

Remember God’s Promises
It’s an awesome thing when we face something broken in our 
world that we can go back in history and remember God’s faith-
IXOQHVV�WR�IXOğOO�KLV�SURPLVHV��1HKHPLDK�EDVHG�KLV�SUD\HU�XSRQ�
God’s past dealings, and he saw in past history a mirror that re-
ĠHFWHG�EDFN�WR�KLP�*RGłV�IXWXUH�SODQV��

In the same way I encourage you to see God’s promises that will 
XQIROG�WKLV�VXPPHU�WKURXJK�WKH�ERRN�RI�1HKHPLDK�DV�D�PLUURU�
UHĠHFWLQJ� *RGłV� IXWXUH� SODQV� IRU� \RX� WR� UHEXLOG� \RXU� EURNHQ�
ZRUOG��6RPHRQH�FDOFXODWHG�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�RYHU������SURPLVHV�LQ�
WKH�%LEOH��7KH�EHWWHU�ZH�NQRZ�WKH�:RUG�RI�*RG��WKH�EHWWHU�ZHłOO�
EH�DEOH�WR�SUD\�ZLWK�FRQğGHQFH�LQ�*RGłV�SURPLVHV��

Ń/RUG��OHW�\RXU�HDU�EH�DWWHQWLYHbWR�WKH�SUD\HU�RI�WKLV�
your servant and to the prayer of your servants who 
delight in revering your name. Give your servant 
VXFFHVV�WRGD\�E\�JUDQWLQJ�KLP�IDYRUbLQ�WKH�SUHVHQFH�
RI�WKLV�PDQ�ń�,�ZDV�FXSEHDUHUbWR�WKH�NLQJ��Y������

1HKHPLDK�NQHZ�WKDW�*RG�ZRXOG�NHHS�KLV�SURPLVHV��+H�ZDV�QRZ�
ready to make a commitment to be involved.

5HTXHVW�6SHFLğF�+HOS
&DQ�\RX�VHH�WKH�SURJUHVVLRQ�DIWHU�*RG�GLVWXUEHG�KLP"�+LV�FRQ-
FHUQ�OHG�KLP�WR�D�EURNHQ�KHDUW��ZKLFK�OHG�KLP�WR�SUD\HU��:KLOH�
he was weeping, fasting and praying, he expressed how great 
God is. Then while focusing on his great and awesome and holy 
God, he was reminded of his own wickedness and he cried out in 
confession. Then after owning his own sin he prayed boldly with 
FRQğGHQFH�LQ�*RGłV�SURPLVHV��DQG�WKDW�OHG�KLP�WR�D�FRPPLWPHQW�
to get involved. 

I want you to pull out the little card that is in the bulletin. I want 
WR�FKDOOHQJH�\RX�DV�ZH�EHJLQ�WKLV�VHULHV�LQ�1HKHPLDK�WR�VSHQG�
the closing few minutes in our service to pray. I challenge you to 
pray over your broken world.
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I trust that the Spirit of God brought to your attention some-
thing that disturbs you. It might be in your inner world. It might 
EH�LQ�\RXU�RXWHU�ZRUOG��*RGłV�VRQ��-HVXV�&KULVW�RXU�6DYLRU��FDPH�
and lived and gave up his life so that our broken worlds could be 
rebuilt. He is in the business of using prayer to rebuild broken 
worlds wherever they are. 

I want you to understand that when you pray, that our Savior 
-HVXV�&KULVW�VLWV�DW�WKH�ULJKW�KDQG�RI�*RG�DV�RXU�KLJK�SULHVW��+H�
intervenes on our behalf. He is powerful and he is personally in-
vested in each one of us so much that he died for us and has a 
SODQ�IRU�XV�WKDW�LQFOXGHV�UHEXLOGLQJ�ZKDW�LV�EURNHQ��+HEUHZV������
says, Ń/HW�XV�DSSURDFK�*RGłV�WKURQH�RI�JUDFH�ZLWK�FRQğGHQFH��VR�
WKDW�ZH�PD\�UHFHLYH�PHUF\�DQG�ğQG�JUDFH�WR�KHOS�XV�LQ�RXU�WLPH�
of need.”  

:H�FDQ�KDYH�D�YDULHW\�RI�H[FXVHV�IRU�QRW�DVNLQJ�*RG�WR�EUHDN�RXU�
hearts for what breaks his. It’s not a pleasant thing to look inside 
and see our broken inner world. It’s hard to look inside and see 
our greed, our anger, our addictions, our troubled marriages, 
RXU�ZRUNDKROLVP��RXU�SUHMXGLFHV��RXU�XQFRQIHVVHG�VLQ��DQG�RXU�
unforgiveness. Our pattern may be to try to remain undisturbed. 
:H�PD\�EH�WHPSWHG�WR�LJQRUH�*RG�WRGD\�DQG�VD\�

• I don’t want to change; I’m managing the broken parts of my 
world okay. I’ve limped along for a long time, I won’t change 
now. I have my own plan.

• I have failed so many times before, God isn’t powerful to 
me. I don’t believe his promises are for me; maybe for you, 
but not for me. I’ve learned to live with disappointment, 
even despair.

• I like being in control. God’s never been in control in my life. 
I wouldn’t know how to surrender control to God even if I 
wanted to and I don’t want to.

• I’m afraid of what God might require of me if I let him into 
those dark parts of my heart. 

$QG�WKDW�RXWHU�ZRUOGĽ�LQ�WKRVH�TXLHW�UHĠHFWLYH�PRPHQWV��ZH�VHH�
WKH�LQMXVWLFH��WKH�H[SORLWDWLRQ��WKH�HYLO��EXW�ZH�PD\�LQFOLQH�WR�LJ-
QRUH�*RG�DQG�PDNH�H[FXVHV�DQG�UHVSRQG�ZLWK�

• I can’t let myself be disturbed. I am afraid of what God might 
ask of me.

• ,� KDYH� RWKHU� UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�� WKLV� LQMXVWLFH� LV� IRU� VRPHRQH�
else not as busy as I am.

• I am not equipped to get involved. I will defer to someone 
else who must be more skilled than I am.

• ,łP�DIUDLG��&KXFN�6ZLQGROO� VDLG�� Ń.QHHV�GRQłW� NQRFN�ZKHQ�
we kneel on them!”

All I can say is, go to prayer.

God loves you too much not to disturb you. Lay out your broken 
world before God. Trust that persistent prayer will clear away 
the fog and give you a vision to see what’s broken through God’s 
eyes. Trust that persistent prayer will give you your next step that 
captures God’s vision for your broken world. Let prayer calm your 
fears and prepare you for action. I don’t know about you, but 
after praying, I am more prone to trust God to do the rebuilding.

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


