
One characteristic of moms that’s shared with many others is 
a desire to make a difference in someone else’s life, a desire to 
LQĠXHQFH�RWKHUV��$QG�RIWHQ��ZH�ZRQGHU��DP�,�LQĠXHQFLQJ�WKHP"��

6HH�LI�\RX�FDQ�UHODWH�WR�:DUUHQ�%HQQLV��+H�ZDV�ZLGHO\�UHJDUGHG�DV�
D�SLRQHHU�LQ�WKH�ğHOG�RI�/HDGHUVKLS�6WXGLHV��+H�ZDV�DQ�$PHULFDQ�
VFKRODU�DQG�WKH�)RXQGLQJ�&KDLUPDQ�RI�WKH�/HDGHUVKLS�,QVWLWXWH�
DW�86&�� Ń,�ZDQWHG�WKH� LQĠXHQFH�� ,Q� WKH�HQG� ,�ZDVQłW�YHU\�JRRG�
DW�EHLQJ�D�XQLYHUVLW\�SUHVLGHQW��,�ORRNHG�RXW�RI�WKH�ZLQGRZ�DQG�
WKRXJKW�WKDW�WKH�PDQ�FXWWLQJ�WKH�ODZQ�DFWXDOO\�VHHPHG�WR�KDYH�
PRUH�FRQWURO�RYHU�ZKDW�KH�ZDV�GRLQJ�ń�

:H� FDQ� DOO� UHODWH� WR� WKDW�� FDQłW�ZH"� 7RGD\� DV�ZH� ORRN� DW� WKH�
VFULSWXUHV��P\�KRSH� LV� WKDW� DOO� RI� \RX�ZLOO� EH� IUHVKO\� LQVSLUHG�
LQ� \RXU� SXUVXLW� WR� LQĠXHQFH� RWKHUV�� 6SHFLğFDOO\�� WR� LQĠXHQFH�
RWKHUV�VSLULWXDOO\��

+HUH�DUH�WZR�VWUDWHJLHV�WR�VSLULWXDOO\�LQĠXHQFH�RWKHUV�����WKH�EHVW�
VSLULWXDO� LQĠXHQFHUV�PDNH� WKHPVHOYHV� NQRZQ�� DQG� ��� WKH� EHVW�
VSLULWXDO�LQĠXHQFHUV�PDNH�WKH�VFULSWXUHV�NQRZQ��7KHUHłV�D�KRSH�
DQG�D�SUD\HU�WKDW�DOO�VSLULWXDO�LQĠXHQFHUV�VKDUH��7KH�SHUVRQ�ZLOO�
FRQWLQXH�LQ�WKHLU�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�-HVXV�IRU�WKHLU�HQWLUH�OLIH��

7XUQ�LQ�\RXU�%LEOHV�WR���7LPRWK\�����ŋ����7KHVH�DUH�ZRUGV�IURP�
WKH�KHDUW�RI�WKH�$SRVWOH�3DXO��ZULWWHQ�WR�7LPRWK\��D�PDQ�3DXO�KDG�
LQĠXHQFHG�IRU�\HDUV��$�PDQ�ZKR�ZDV�SODFHG�LQ�FKDUJH�RI�OHDGLQJ�
D�FKXUFK��$�PDQ�ZKRP�3DXO�KDG�JUHDW�KRSH�WKDW�KHłG�FRQWLQXH�LQ�
KLV�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�-HVXV��/HWłV�UHDG�ZKDW�3DXO�VDLG�WR�7LPRWK\�
LQ�KLV�DWWHPSW�WR�FRQWLQXH�WR�LQĠXHQFH�KLP����

You, however, know all about my teaching, my 
way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, love, en-
durance, persecutions, sufferings—what kinds of 
things happened to me in Antioch, Iconium and 
Lystra, the persecutions I endured. Yet the Lord 
rescued me from all of them. In fact, everyone 
who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be 
persecuted, while evildoers and impostors will go 
from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 
But as for you, continue in what you have learned 
and have become convinced of, because you know 
those from whom you learned it,...

,Q� WKHVH�YHUVHV�ZH�VHH� WKH�ğUVW� VWUDWHJ\� IRU� LQĠXHQFLQJ�RWKHUV��
7KH�EHVW�VSLULWXDO�LQĠXHQFHUV�PDNH�WKHPVHOYHV�NQRZQ��

,Q� YHUVH� ��� WKHUH� DUH� VHYHQ� H[DPSOHV� RI� DFWLYH� REHGLHQFH��P\�
WHDFKLQJ��P\�ZD\�RI�OLIH��P\�SXUSRVH��P\�IDLWK��P\�SDWLHQFH��P\�
ORYH��P\�HQGXUDQFH��,Q�YHUVH����WKHUH�DUH�WZR�H[DPSOHV�RI�SDV-
VLYH�REHGLHQFH��P\�SHUVHFXWLRQV��P\�VXIIHULQJV��

My teaching.�7KH�H[SODQDWLRQ�WKDW�-HVXV�&KULVW�ZDV�*RGłV�6RQ��
7LPRWK\�ZRXOG�KDYH�KHDUG�3DXOłV�WHDFKLQJ�RQ�WKLV�PDQ\�PDQ\�
WLPHV�EHFDXVH�7LPRWK\� MRLQHG�3DXO�RQ�KLV� MRXUQH\� WKURXJKRXW�
$VLD�0LQRU�DQG�*UHHFH�VWDUWLQJ�FKXUFKHV��

My way of life.�'XULQJ� WKLV� MRXUQH\� WKH\�ZDONHG� HYHU\ZKHUH��
6R�LQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�7LPRWK\�KHDULQJ�3DXO�WHDFK�LQ�IURQW�RI�FURZGV��
KH�REVHUYHG�3DXO�ZKHQ�KH�ZDVQłW�LQ�IURQW�RI�WKH�FURZG��,PDJLQH�
ZKDW�7LPRWK\�ZRXOG�KDYH�REVHUYHG��

Ŋ� +RZ� GLG� 3DXO� UHDFW� ZKHQ� KH� ZDV� FRQIURQWHG� E\� DQ� DQJU\�
PRE"�'LG� KH� JHW� DQJU\� LQ� UHVSRQVH� RU� GLG� KH�PRGHO� SHDFHIXO�
OHYHO�KHDGHGQHVV"�

Ŋ�+RZ�GLG�3DXO�NQRZ�ZKHUH�WR�JR�RQ�KLV�WUDYHOV"�'LG�KH�MXVW�ĠLS�
D�FRLQ��JR�WR�WKH�QHDUHVW�FLW\"�1R��7KURXJKRXW�$FWV��ZH�OHDUQ�WKDW�
WKH�FLWLHV�3DXO�YLVLWHG�ZDV�WKH�UHVXOW�RI�OLVWHQLQJ�WR�*RG�LQ�SUD\HU��

([DPSOHV� OLNH� WKHVH� DUH� LQVSLUDWLRQDO� EHFDXVH� WKH�$SRVWOH� 3DXO�
ZDV� DQ� LQVSLULQJ�JX\�� 3RQGHULQJ�KRZ�KH� OLYHG� IDLWKIXOO\� LQ� WKH�
GD\�WR�GD\�PXQGDQH�DFWLYLWLHV�RI�OLIH�UDLVHV�WKH�EDU�RI�H[SHFWD-
WLRQ�,�KDYH�IRU�P\VHOI��,WłV�D�UHPLQGHU�WKDW�WKRVH�,�DP�LQĠXHQFLQJ�
DUH�DOZD\V�ZDWFKLQJ��

,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�EHLQJ�LQVSLUHG��WKLV�LGHD�DOVR�VDGGHQV�PH�EHFDXVH�
,�EORZ�LW�D� ORW�� ,�DFW�VHOğVKO\�� ,� ORVH�P\�WHPSHU�� ,� WDON�WR�WKRVH� ,�
GHWHUPLQH�WR�EH�EDG�GULYHUV�� ,W� WDNHV�PH�WRR� ORQJ�WR�DSRORJL]H�
ZKHQ�HYHU\RQH�NQRZV�,�ZDV�ZURQJ��+RZ�GRHV�WKLV�DIIHFW�XV�DV�
LQĠXHQFHUV"�

$OWKRXJK�LW�LVQłW�VWDWHG�FOHDUO\�LQ�WKHVH�YHUVHV��,�EHOLHYH�WKDW�SDUW�
RI�7LPRWK\łV�REVHUYDWLRQ�RI�3DXOłV�ZD\�RI�OLIH�LQFOXGHG�3DXOłV�FRQ-
IHVVLRQ�ZKHQ�KH�ZDV�ZURQJ��DQG�KLV�DSRORJLHV�ZKHQ�KHłG�ORVH�KLV�
WHPSHU��,QĠXHQFLQJ�RWKHUV�E\�\RXU�ZD\�RI�OLIH�LVQłW�OLPLWHG�WR�WKH�
VFRSH�RI�EHLQJ�PRUDOO\�VXSHULRU��,WłV�PRUH�DFFXUDWHO\�XQGHUVWRRG�
DV�KDYLQJ�WKH�KXPLOLW\�RI�-HVXV��

My purpose. 7LPRWK\�VDZ�WKH�SXUSRVH�RI�3DXOłV�OLIHŌWR�JORULI\�
*RG�WKURXJK�WKH�VSUHDG�RI�WKH�*RVSHO�WR�WKH�*HQWLOHV�HYHU\�GD\�
EHFDXVH�WKLV�ZDV�the�FRQVXPLQJ�WKRXJKW�IRU�3DXO��+H�GLGQłW�KDYH�
ZRUN�KRXUV�DQG�QRQ�ZRUN�KRXUV��+H�OLYHG�D�OLIH�ZLWK�D�VLQJXODU�
SXUSRVH�WKDW�ZDV�DOZD\V�RQ�KLV�PLQG�DQG�SUD\HUIXOO\�LQ�DV�PDQ\�
FRQYHUVDWLRQV�DV�SRVVLEOH���

My faith.�)DLWK�LQ�*RG�WR�DFW�PLUDFXORXVO\��

My patience. 3DWLHQFH�ZLWK�RWKHU�SHRSOH��

My love.�+RZ�3DXO�ORYHG�SHRSOH��HYHQ�KLV�HQHPLHV��
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My endurance.� 3DWLHQFH� DPLG� DGYHUVH� FLUFXPVWDQFHV�� 3DXO�
GLGQłW�JLYH�XS�ZKHQ�OLIH�JRW�WRXJK��+H�NHSW�RQ�WUXVWLQJ�*RG��

7KHVH�DUH�WKH�VHYHQ�GLIIHUHQW�H[DPSOHV�RI�3DXOłV�DFWLYH�REHGLHQFH�
WKDW�7LPRWK\�REVHUYHG�ZKHQ�WKH\�ZHUH�WRJHWKHU��,Q�YHUVH����DUH�
WZR� H[DPSOHV� RI� SDVVLYH� REHGLHQFH�� P\� SHUVHFXWLRQV� DQG�P\�
VXIIHULQJV��Ń)LYH�WLPHV�,�UHFHLYHG�IURP�WKH�-HZV�WKH�IRUW\�ODVKHV�
PLQXV�RQH��7KUHH�WLPHV�,�ZDV�EHDWHQ�ZLWK�URGV��RQFH�,�ZDV�SHOWHG�
ZLWK�VWRQHV��WKUHH�WLPHV�,�ZDV�VKLSZUHFNHG��,�VSHQW�D�QLJKW�DQG�D�
GD\�LQ�WKH�RSHQ�VHD�Ľ�,�KDYH�ODERUHG�DQG�WRLOHG�DQG�KDYH�RIWHQ�
JRQH�ZLWKRXW�VOHHS�� ,�KDYH�NQRZQ�KXQJHU�DQG�WKLUVW�DQG�KDYH�
RIWHQ�JRQH�ZLWKRXW�IRRG��,�KDYH�EHHQ�FROG�DQG�QDNHG��%HVLGHV�HY-
HU\WKLQJ�HOVH��,�IDFH�GDLO\�WKH�SUHVVXUH�RI�P\�FRQFHUQ�IRU�DOO�WKH�
FKXUFKHVń����&RU�������ŋ����

6RPH�RI�WKHVH�SHUVHFXWLRQV�DQG�VXIIHULQJV�7LPRWK\�ZRXOG�KDYH�
VXIIHUHG�with� 3DXO�DV�KH� WUDYHOHG�ZLWK�KLP��$QG�7LPRWK\� VDZ�
3DXO�DFFHSW�DOO�RI�WKHVH�KDUGVKLSV�ZLWK�WKH�PLQGVHW�WKDW�SHRSOH�
ZHUH� WUHDWLQJ� KLP� FUXHOO\� DQG�ZHDWKHU� FDXVHG� KLP� SUREOHPV��
EXW�*RG�ZDV�DOZD\V� LQ� FRQWURO��$QG�EHFDXVH�3DXO� WUXVWHG� WKDW�
*RG�ZDV�LQ�FRQWURO�KH�GLGQłW�FRPSODLQ�ZKHQ�KH�ZDV�PLVWUHDWHG��
KH�GLGQłW�DUJXH�ZLWK�RIğFLDOV��KH�GLGQłW�JLYH�XS�DIWHU�D�FRXSOH�RI�
WRXJK�VLWXDWLRQV��KH�GLGQłW�GHVSDLU�DQG�ZRQGHU��:K\�LVQłW�*RG�
PDNLQJ�P\�OLIH�HDVLHU"�

,PDJLQH� WKH� LPSDFW� WKLV� KDG� RQ� 7LPRWK\�� 3DXO� PDGH� KLPVHOI�
NQRZQ�WR�7LPRWK\��+H�RSHQHG�KLV�OLIH�DQG�KLV�KHDUW�EHFDXVH�KH�
ZDQWHG�WR�EH�D�VSLULWXDO� LQĠXHQFH�RQ�7LPRWK\�� ,Q�YHUVH����WKH�
SOHD�WR�7LPRWK\�WR�FRQWLQXH�LQ�IDLWKIXO�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�-HVXV�LV�
FRQQHFWHG�WR�KRZ�KHłV�NQRZQ�3DXO�DQG�/RLV��KLV�JUDQGPRWKHU��
DQG�(XQLFH��KLV�PRWKHU��

$V�,�ZDV�ZULWLQJ�WKLV�VHUPRQ�WKLV�ZHHN��WKLQNLQJ�RI�WKH�LQĠXHQFH�
WKDWłV�PDGH�E\�PDNLQJ�RXUVHOYHV�NQRZQ�WR�RWKHUV��,�KDG�PXVLF�
SOD\LQJ�RQ�P\�KHDGSKRQHV��,�QHHGHG�WR�EORFN�RXW�WKH�QRLVH�LQ�P\�
KRXVH��,�KDG�WKRXJKWOHVVO\�FKRVHQ�)HUQDQGR�2UWHJD��+HłV�PHOORZ�
DQG�,�KDGQłW�OLVWHQHG�WR�KLP�LQ�D�ORQJ�WLPH��/LVWHQ�WR�WKH�ZRUGV�
IURP�KLV�VRQJ� The Good Shepherd�

I am the Good Shepherd 

As the Father knows me, I know you 

I know you 

I know you 

I know you 

And no one can take you away 

Ń,�DP�WKH�JRRG�VKHSKHUG��,�NQRZ�P\�VKHHS�DQG�P\�VKHHS�NQRZ�
PHŌ�MXVW�DV�WKH�)DWKHU�NQRZV�PH�DQG�,�NQRZ�WKH�)DWKHUŌDQG�
,�OD\�GRZQ�P\�OLIH�IRU�WKH�VKHHSń��-RKQ������ŋ�����7KLV�SDWWHUQ�
RI�EHLQJ�NQRZQ�DV�D�VWUDWHJ\�RI�VSLULWXDOO\�LQĠXHQFLQJ�RWKHUV�KDV�
EHHQ�DURXQG�VLQFH�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��*RG�PDGH�KLPVHOI�
NQRZQ�WR�$GDP�DQG�(YH��*RG�PDGH�KLPVHOI�NQRZQ�E\�VHQGLQJ�
-HVXV�WR�HDUWK��$QG�-HVXVł�SULPDU\�PHWKRG�RI�FKDQJLQJ�XV�LV�E\�
PDNLQJ�KLPVHOI�NQRZQ�SHUVRQDOO\�WR�HDFK�RI�XV��

*RG� LV� DVNLQJ� XV� WR� GR� WKH� VDPH� WKLQJ� KH� KDV� DOZD\V� EHHQ�
GRLQJŌVSLULWXDOO\� LQĠXHQFH� RWKHUV� E\�PDNLQJ� \RXUVHOI� NQRZQ�
WR�WKHP��2QH�RI�WKH�UHDVRQV�WKLV�LV�VR�LPSRUWDQW�LV�WKDW�QR�RQH�
UHVSHFWV�D�K\SRFULWH��,PDJLQH�*RYHUQRU�%URZQłV�FUHGLELOLW\�ORVV�LI�
KH�ZHUH�FDXJKW�ZDWHULQJ�KLV�JUDVV�HYHU\�GD\�ZKLOH�WU\LQJ�WR�OHDG�
WKH� VWDWH� WR�GUDVWLFDOO\� UHGXFH�ZDWHU�XVDJH�� ,PDJLQH�\RXU�J\P�
WUDLQHUłV�FUHGLELOLW\�ORVV�LI�\RX�VDZ�KLP�DW�WKH�JURFHU\�VWRUH�ZLWK�
D�FDUW�ğOOHG�ZLWK�LFH�FUHDP��EUHDG��2UHRV�DQG�EHHU��

:H�ZDQW�WR�EH�OHG�E\�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�OLYLQJ�LW��$�TXRWH�,�KHDUG�
RQFH�VDLG�LW�EHVW��Ń0D\EH�*RG�QHHGV�PRUH�OHDGHUV��QRW�PRUH�OHV-
VRQV�ń�,�VHQVH�ZHłYH�ORVW�WKH�SULRULWL]DWLRQ�RI�WKLV�WRGD\��+HUH�DUH�
WKH� LQJUHGLHQWV� ,� VHH�� D� FRPELQDWLRQ�RI�EXVLQHVV� DQG� LVRODWLRQ��
SDLUHG�ZLWK�ERRNV��SRGFDVWV�DQG�<RX7XEH�HDVLO\�DYDLODEOH�IURP�
WKH�EHVW� LQĠXHQFHUV� LQ� WKH�ZRUOG��7KH� UHVXOW��ZH�RIWHQ� WXUQ� WR�
SHRSOH�ZH�GRQłW�NQRZ�WR�EHFRPH�SHRSOH�ZH�KRSH�WR�EH��

7ZR�ZHHNV�DJR�DQ�HDUQHVW�ZHOO�LQWHQWLRQHG�\RXQJ�PDQ�WROG�PH��
Ń,�ZDQW�WR�EH�D�VSLULWXDO� OHDGHU�LQ�WKH�KRPH��ZLWK�P\�ZLIH�DQG�
RQH�GD\�ZLWK�P\�NLGV��%XW�,�UHDOL]H�,łP�QRW�H[DFWO\�VXUH�ZKDW�DOO�
WKDW�HQWDLOV�RU�PHDQV��'R�\RX�KDYH�DQ\�JXLGDQFH�RU�NQRZ�RI�DQ\�
ERRNV�,�FRXOG�UHDG"ń

%RRNV� DUH� JUHDW�� $QG� ,� WROG� KLP� WKHUH� DUH� KXQGUHGV� RI� JUHDW�
ERRNV�RQ� WKDW� WRSLF��5HDG�RQH��%XW�GRQłW� UHO\� VROHO\�RQ� WKDW�� ,�
DVNHG�KLP�KRZ�PDQ\�JRGO\�PHQ� LQ� WKHLU���V����V�DQG���V�KH�
NQHZ��+H� VDLG� QRQH�� ,� VDLG� \RX� QHHG� WR� NQRZ� VRPH�� <RX�ZLOO�
EH�JUHDWO\� LQĠXHQFHG�E\�EXLOGLQJ�IULHQGVKLSV�ZLWK�WKHVH�JRGO\�
ROGHU�PHQ��7DON�DERXW�SROLWLFV��WKH�ZHDWKHU��VSRUWV�Ľ�ZKDWHYHU�
WKH\�ZDQW�WR�WDON�DERXW��/HDUQ�IURP�WKHP�DQG� OLVWHQ��$QG�DVN�
WKHP�\RXU�VSLULWXDO�TXHVWLRQV��

,łYH�JRW�D�FRXSOH�RI�TXHVWLRQV�IRU�\RX�WR�FRQVLGHU�DW�WKLV�SRLQW��
:KR�LV�VSLULWXDOO\� LQĠXHQFLQJ�\RX"�:KR�DUH�\RX�VSLULWXDOO\� LQ-
ĠXHQFLQJ"� (YHU\� NLG�� HYHU\�PDQ�� HYHU\�ZRPDQ� LV�PDGH� LQ� WKH�
LPDJH�RI�*RG�DQG�LW� LV�\RXU�SULYLOHJH�DQG�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�LQĠX-
HQFH�WKHP��*RG�KDV�FDOOHG�\RX�WR�WKLV��*RG�KDV�HTXLSSHG�\RX�IRU�
WKLV��*RG�H[SHFWV�\RX�WR�GR�WKLV��

,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�PDNLQJ�WKHPVHOYHV�NQRZQ��WKH�VHFRQG�WKLQJ�WKH�
EHVW�VSLULWXDO�LQĠXHQFHUV�GR�LV�PDNH�WKH�6FULSWXUHV�NQRZQ��

But as for you, continue in what you have learned 
and have become convinced of, because you know 
those from whom you learned it, and how from in-
fancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which 
are able to make you wise for salvation through 
faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed 
and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting 
and training in righteousness, so that the servant 
of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good 
work (2 Timothy 3:14-17).

Verse 15–The Holy Scriptures�� 7KLV� LV� UHIHUULQJ� WR� KRZ�
7LPRWK\łV� PRP�� (XQLFH�� DQG� KLV� JUDQGPRWKHU�� /RLV�� WDXJKW�
KLP� WKH�2OG� 7HVWDPHQW� VFULSWXUHV� WKURXJK� KLV� FKLOGKRRG�� 7KH�
FRPPRQ� SUDFWLFH� LQ� -HZLVK� KRXVHKROGV�ZDV� IRU� WKH�PRPV� WR�



WHDFK�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�RQO\�RQH�*RG��WKDW�WKLV�*RG�LV�WR�
EH�ORYHG�DQG�UHVSHFWHG��WKDW�*RG�LV�LQ�FRQWURO�RI�HYHU\WKLQJ��WKDW�
*RG�KDV�PDGH�D�FRYHQDQW�SURPLVH�WR�EOHVV�KLV�FKLOGUHQ��7LPRWK\�
JUHZ�XS�OHDUQLQJ�WKLV�IURP�KLV�PRWKHU�DQG�JUDQGPRWKHU�VR�KH�
ZDV�SUHSDUHG�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�3DXOłV�SUHDFKLQJ�ODWHU�LQ�KLV�OLIH��

Verse 16–All Scripture�� +HłV� UHIHUULQJ� WR� WKH� DGGLWLRQ� RI� WKH�
1HZ� 7HVWDPHQW� VFULSWXUHV�� WKH� VFULSWXUHV� WKDW� 7LPRWK\� ZDV�
OHDUQLQJ�DV�WKH\�ZHUH�EHLQJ�ZULWWHQ��7KLQN�RI�WKH�VSLULWXDOO\�LQ-
ĠXHQWLDO�SRZHU�RI� WKH� VFULSWXUHV��0DQ\�SHRSOH�KDYH�EHFRPH�D�
&KULVWLDQ�VLPSO\�E\�UHDGLQJ�WKH�%LEOH��(YHU\�JURZLQJ�&KULVWLDQ�,�
NQRZ�UHDGV�WKH�VFULSWXUHV��H[SHULHQFHV�D�FKDQJH�LQ�WKHLU�WKLQNLQJ��
ZKLFK�FKDQJHV�WKHLU�EHKDYLRU��

%H\RQG�PDNLQJ�\RXUVHOI�NQRZQ�VR�WKDW�\RX�FDQ�LQĠXHQFH�VRPHRQH�
VSLULWXDOO\��PDNLQJ�WKH�VFULSWXUHV�NQRZQ�WR�KLP�RU�KHU�ZLOO�EULQJ�
WKH�PRVW� VSLULWXDO� FKDQJH� LQ� WKHLU� OLIH��'RQłW�XQGHUHVWLPDWH� WKH�
SRZHU� RI� UHDGLQJ� WKH� VFULSWXUH��PHPRUL]LQJ� WKH� VFULSWXUH�� 7KLV�
JLYHV�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�WKH�EHVW�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�LQĠXHQFH�SHRSOH��

7KH� WZR� VWUDWHJLHV� KHUH� IRU� WKH� EHVW� VSLULWXDO� LQĠXHQFHUV� DUH��
0DNH� \RXUVHOI� NQRZQ�� DQG� PDNH� WKH� 6FULSWXUHV� NQRZQ�� 7KH�
KRSH�DQG�SUD\HU�RI�LW�DOO�LV�WKDW�VRPHRQH�HOVH�ZRXOG�ZDON�IDLWK-
IXOO\�ZLWK�-HVXV�IRU�WKHLU�ZKROH�OLIH��

�� 7LPRWK\� ������ Ń%XW� DV� IRU� \RX�� FRQWLQXH� LQ� ZKDW� \RX� KDYH�
OHDUQHG�DQG�KDYH�EHFRPH�FRQYLQFHG�RI�ń

��7LPRWK\�������Ń,Q�IDFW��HYHU\RQH�ZKR�ZDQWV�WR�OLYH�D�JRGO\�OLIH�
LQ�&KULVW�-HVXV�ZLOO�EH�SHUVHFXWHG�ń��WHOOLQJ�KLP�ZKDW�WR�H[SHFW�VR�
KH�ZRQłW�TXLW�ODWHU��

��7LPRWK\�������Ń<HW�WKH�/RUG�UHVFXHG�PH�IURP�DOO�RI�WKHP�ń��7KH�
UHVFXH�ZLOO�FRPH�LQ�WKLV� OLIH�RU�E\�UHVFXLQJ�XV�WR�KHDYHQ��GRQłW�
JLYH�XS��

��7LPRWK\�������ĽńVR�WKDW�WKH�VHUYDQW�RI�*RG�PD\�EH�WKRURXJKO\�
HTXLSSHG�IRU�HYHU\�JRRG�ZRUN�ń�

%\�PDNLQJ� \RXUVHOI� NQRZQ� DQG�PDNLQJ� WKH� VFULSWXUHV� NQRZQ��
WKH� VHUYDQW�RI�*RG� LV� WKRURXJKO\� HTXLSSHG�� 7KLV� GRHVQłW� JXDU-
DQWHH�VXFFHVV��E\�WKH�ZD\��<RX�FDQ�KDYH�D�WKRURXJKO\�HTXLSSHG�
VROGLHU�ZKR�IDLOV�WR�XVH�KLV�RU�KHU�WUDLQLQJ��%XW�LWłV�WKH�EHVW�ZD\�WR�
VHW�WKHP�XS�IRU�VXFFHVV��$QG�PLOOLRQV�RI�SHRSOH�KDYH�EHHQ�GRLQJ�
LW�ZLWK�JUHDW�VXFFHVV�WKURXJKRXW�KLVWRU\��

,łG� OLNH� WR� HQG� E\� WHOOLQJ� \RX� WKH� VWRU\� RI� WZR�PLGGOH� VFKRRO�
ER\V�ZKR�ZHUH�WKRURXJKO\�HTXLSSHG�E\�WKH�VWUDWHJLHV�,łYH�EHHQ�
WDONLQJ� DERXW� WKLV�PRUQLQJ��$QG\� DQG� /RXLH�ZHUH�EHVW� IULHQGV�
DQG�DWWHQGHG�D�YHU\�ODUJH�FKXUFK�LQ�$WODQWD��*HRUJLD�ZLWK�WKHLU�
IDPLOLHV��7KLV� LQĠXHQWLDO� FKXUFK�RI������� LQ�ZHHNO\�DWWHQGDQFH�
ZDV�KRPH�WR�PDQ\�SURPLQHQW�FLW\�OHDGHUV�LQ�$WODQWD��

,Q������ WKH�6HQLRU�3DVWRU� UHVLJQHG�DQG�$QG\łV� IDWKHU��&KDUOHV��
DQ� DVVRFLDWH� SDVWRU�� ZDV� DQ� XQOLNHO\� UHSODFHPHQW� EHFDXVH� KH�
ZDV�\RXQJ�DQG�WKRXJKW�WR�EH�WRR�LQH[SHULHQFHG�WR�OHDG�VXFK�D�
SUHVWLJLRXV� DQG� LQĠXHQWLDO� FKXUFK�� 6R� D� QDWLRQZLGH� VHDUFK� IRU�
D�QHZ�6HQLRU�3DVWRU�ZDV�FRQGXFWHG��&DQGLGDWH�DIWHU�FDQGLGDWH�

FDPH�WKURXJK�DQG�WKH�FRQJUHJDWLRQ�FRXOGQłW�DJUHH�XSRQ�DQ\�RI�
WKHP��$IWHU�PRQWKV�DQG�PRQWKV�RI�WKLV�PHUU\�JR�URXQG�RI�FDQ-
GLGDWHV��VRPHRQH�VXJJHVWHG�WKH\�JLYH�&KDUOHV�D�FKDQFH��$IWHU�DOO��
WKH\�UHDVRQHG��KHłG�EHHQ�SUHDFKLQJ�UHJXODUO\�LQ�WKH�DEVHQFH�RI�D�
6HQLRU�3DVWRU�DQG�KHłG�EHHQ�GRLQJ�D�JRRG�MRE��

7KH�ROG�JXDUG�HVWDEOLVKPHQW� VDLG�� Ń1R�ZD\��+HłV� WRR� LQH[SHUL-
HQFHG�DQG�KLV�WHDFKLQJ�ODFNV�WKH�VRFLDO�VRSKLVWLFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�NLQG�
RI�SDVWRU�ZH�ZDQW�ń�:KDW�WKH\�UHDOO\�PHDQW�ZDV��ZH�ZDQW�OHVV�
SUDFWLFDO�DSSOLFDEOH�%LEOH�WHDFKLQJ��1R�RQH�ZDV�WHDFKLQJ�OLNH�WKDW�
WKHQ��<RX�VHH��&KDUOHV�ZDV�FRQYLQFHG�WKDW�GHOLYHULQJ�VLPSOH�DQG�
FOHDU�H[SODQDWLRQV�RI�VFULSWXUH�ZRXOG�EULQJ�VSLULWXDO�WUDQVIRUPD-
WLRQ��%XW�WKH�ROG�JXDUG�GLVDJUHHG��

$QG\�DQG�/RXLH��RXU�06�ER\V��KDG�ğUVW�URZ�VHDWV�WR�WKLV�EXLOGLQJ�
GUDPD��,Q�DPD]HPHQW�WKH\łG�ZDWFK�WKH�JURZQ�XSV�VFUHDP�DQG�
ğJKW�ZLWK� HDFK�RWKHU� DW� FKXUFK�EXVLQHVV�PHHWLQJV�� 7KLQJV� JRW�
VR�KHDWHG�RQH�QLJKW�WKDW�D�SXQFK�ZDV�WKURZQ��(YHQWXDOO\��LW�ZDV�
YRWHG�XSRQ�DQG�DSSURYHG�WR�KDYH�&KDUOHV��$QG\łV�GDG��EHFRPH�
WKH�QHZ�6HQLRU�3DVWRU�RI�)LUVW�%DSWLVW�$WODQWD��7KHLU�FKXUFK�VHU-
YLFH�ZDV�EURDGFDVWHG� OLYH�RQ� ORFDO� 79�DQG�RQH�PRUQLQJ�D�JX\�
ZDONHG� WR� WKH� IURQW�� SXVKHG� WKH�PXVLF�PLQLVWHU� DVLGH� DQG� DQ-
QRXQFHG� WKH�GHDWK�RI� )LUVW� %DSWLVW�&KXUFK�� 7KH\� VFUDPEOHG� WR�
FXW�WKH�OLYH�79�IHHG��

,Q�SURWHVW�� WKH�ROG�JXDUG� OHG�DQ�ROG�IDVKLRQHG�ZDON�RXW�GXULQJ�
FKXUFK�RQH�6XQGD\��$W�WKH�SUH�GHWHUPLQHG�WLPH��WKH\�VWRRG�XS�
DQG�ZDONHG�RXW�RI�FKXUFK��7KLV�FKXUFK�RI�������ZDV�UHGXFHG�WR�
����LQ�D�PDQQHU�RI�ZHHNV��

$QG\�DQG�/RXLH�ZDWFKHG�DV�DOO� WKLV�FUD]\�VWXII�KDSSHQHG��7KH\�
VDZ� WKHLU� SDUHQWV� ZHDWKHU� D� GLIğFXOW� DQG� FRQIXVLQJ� WLPH� E\�
WXUQLQJ�WR�WKH�/RUG�LQ�SUD\HU�DQG�OLVWHQHG�WR�&KDUOHV�SUHDFK�WKH�
%LEOH�LQ�D�SUDFWLFDO�IUHVK�PDQQHU�DQG�KROGLQJ�RQWR�D�KXJH�YLVLRQ�
WR�UHDFK�WKHLU�FLW\�DQG�WKH�ZRUOG��

'XULQJ�WKHLU�KLJK�VFKRRO�DQG�FROOHJH�\HDUV�WKHUH�ZDV�D�JUHDW�H[-
SORVLRQ�RI�WKH�DFWLYLW\�RI�*RG��7KH\�VD\�WKDW�&KDUOHV�VWDPSHG�LQ�
WKHP�D�UHDO�KXQJHU�WR�EH�PHQ�RI�*RG��&KDUOHV�OHG�WKH�FKDUJH�DQG�
ZHQW�IRU�LW��

7KH�$QG\�LQ�WKLV�VWRU\�LV�$QG\�6WDQOH\��+H�ZHQW�RQ�WR�VWDUW�DQG�
SDVWRU� RI� RQH� RI� WKH� ODUJHVW� FKXUFKHV� LQ�$PHULFD��1RUWK� 3RLQW�
&RPPXQLW\�&KXUFK�ZLWK�DERXW��������SHRSOH�LQ�ZHHNO\�DWWHQ-
GDQFH��+HłV�DOVR�WKH�DXWKRU�RI����ERRNV�DQG�IRUPHU�VSHDNHU�DW�
WKH�*OREDO�/HDGHUVKLS�6XPPLW��

7KH�/RXLH� LQ�WKLV�VWRU\� LV�/RXLH�*LJOLR��+H�ZHQW�RQ�WR�VWDUW�WKH�
3DVVLRQ� &RQIHUHQFHV�� PXOWLSOH�GD\� &KULVWLDQ� FRQIHUHQFHV��
7KH\łYH�KRVWHG�DERXW���PLOOLRQ�XQLYHUVLW\�VWXGHQWV�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�
���\HDUV��+H�DQG�KLV�ZLIH�6KHOO\�VWDUWHG�6L[�6WHSV�5HFRUGV�� WKH�
UHFRUGLQJ�ODEHO�IRU�&KULVW�7RPOLQ��'DYLG�&URZGHU��0DWW�5HGPDQ�
DQG�.ULVWLDQ�6WDQğOO��+XQGUHGV�RI� WKRXVDQGV�YLHZ�PDQ\�RI�KLV�
PHVVDJHV�RQ�<RX7XEH��D�FRXSOH�RI�WKHP�WRSSLQJ���PLOOLRQ�YLHZV��



7KLV�PHVVDJH�IURP�6FULSWXUH�ZDV�SUHDFKHG�RQ�6XQGD\��0D\����������DW�&HQWUDO�3HQLQVXOD�&KXUFK�6RXWK
�����6KHOO�%OYG��_�)RVWHU�&LW\��&$�������_��������������_�ZZZ�FSFZHE�RUJ��$GGLWLRQDO�FRSLHV�DYDLODEOH�RQ�UHTXHVW�
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0DQ\�SHRSOH�ZKR�JURZ�XS� LQ� WKH� FKXUFK� WKLQN� WKDW� FKXUFK� LV�
JRLQJ�WR�D�EXLOGLQJ�DQG�\RX�MXVW�HQGXUH�ZKDWłV�KDSSHQLQJ�XQWLO�
\RX� FDQ� OHDYH�� 7KH\� VDLG�� Ń:H� JUHZ� XS� VHHLQJ� FKXUFK� DV� WKH�
SHRSOH�RI�*RG�SUD\LQJ�DQG�EHOLHYLQJ�WKDW�*RG�ZDV�JRLQJ�WR�GR�
VRPHWKLQJ� ELJ�ń� 7KLV� FRQFHSW� LV� VR� VLPSOH�� 7KH\� OLYHG� DURXQG�
SHRSOH� VKDULQJ� WKHLU� OLIH� ZLWK� WKHP� DQG� PDNH� WKH� VFULSWXUHV�
NQRZQ�DQG�WKH�/RUG�XVHG�WKLV�LQ�SRZHUIXO�ZD\V��

,łP�QRW�WHOOLQJ�\RX�DQ\WKLQJ�\RXłYH�QHYHU�KHDUG�EHIRUH��%XW�,�DP�
FDOOLQJ�\RX�WR�FRQVLGHU�ZKR�KDV�*RG�FDOOHG�\RX�WR�VSLULWXDOO\�LQ-
ĠXHQFH�and�DUH�\RX�GRLQJ�LW�WKH�ZD\�\RX�ZDQW"�,I�QRW��WKHQ�WDNH�
ZKDW���7LPRWK\���WHOOV�\RX�DERXW�PDNLQJ�\RXUVHOI�NQRZQ�DQG�
PDNLQJ�WKH�VFULSWXUHV�NQRZQ�DQG�GR�LW��,�JXDUDQWHH�\RX��WKLV�ZLOO�
UHTXLUH�\RX�WR�PRYH�RXW�RI�\RXU�FRPIRUW�]RQH��

7KLV�ZLOO�LQYROYH�\RX�WDNLQJ�DQ�LQWHQWLRQDO�VWHS�RI�DFWLRQ��

7KLV�PLJKW�PHDQ�\RX�VWRS�GRLQJ�VRPHWKLQJ�VR�\RX�KDYH�PRUH�
WLPH��

7KLV�ZLOO�PHDQ�WDNLQJ�D�ULVN�DQG�RSHQLQJ�\RXU�KHDUW��

$QG�WKHUHłV�D�SRVVLELOLW\�WKDW�*RG�ZLOO�QRW�RQO\�FKDQJH�RQH�SHUVRQ�
EXW�WKRXVDQGV�RU�PLOOLRQV�EHFDXVH�\RX�GLG��

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 

please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


