
,Q�KLV�ERRNbThe Prodigal God Tim Keller uses the following story 
to illustrate how experiencing God’s grace can transform our 
OLIH��7KH�DFFODLPHG� IRUHLJQ�ğOPbThree Seasonsb LV�D� VHULHV�RI�YL-
gnettes about life in postwar Vietnam. One of the stories is 
DERXW�+DL��D�F\FOR�UDFHU�DQG�ULFNVKDZ�GULYHU��DQG�/DQ��D�EHDX-
WLIXO� SURVWLWXWH�� %RWK� KDYH� GHHS�� XQIXOğOOHG� GHVLUHV�� +DL� LV� LQ�
ORYH�ZLWK�/DQ��/DQ�OLYHV�LQ�JULQGLQJ�SRYHUW\�DQG�ORQJV�WR�OLYH�LQ�
WKH�EHDXWLIXO�ZRUOG�ZKHUH�VKH�ZRUNV��EXW� LQ�ZKLFK�VKH�QHYHU�
spends the night. She hopes that the money she makes by 
prostitution will be her means of escape, but instead the work 
EUXWDOL]HV�DQG�HQVODYHV�KHU�

Then Hai enters a cyclo race and wins the top prize. With the 
PRQH\�KH�EULQJV�/DQ�WR�WKH�KRWHO��+H�SD\V�IRU�WKH�QLJKW�DQG�SD\V�
KHU�IHH��7KHQ��WR�HYHU\RQHłV�VKRFN��KH�WHOOV�KHU�KH�MXVW�ZDQWV�WR�
watch her fall asleep. Instead of using his power and wealth to 
KDYH�VH[�ZLWK�KHU��KH�VSHQGV�LW�WR�SXUFKDVH�D�SODFH�IRU�KHU�IRU�RQH�
QLJKW�LQ�D�QRUPDO�ZRUOG��WR�IXOğOO�KHU�GHVLUH�WR�EHORQJ��/DQ�ğQGV�
VXFK�JUDFH�GHHSO\�WURXEOLQJ�DW�ğUVW��WKLQNLQJ�WKDW�+DQ�KDV�GRQH�
this to control her. When it becomes apparent that he is using his 
SRZHU�WR�VHUYH�UDWKHU�WKDQ�WR�XVH�KHU��LW�EHJLQV�WR�WUDQVIRUP�KHU��
making it impossible for her to return to a life of prostitution.

,Q�D� VLPLODU�ZD\�� DV�ZH�DFFHSW�KRZ�&KULVW� VHUYHG�DQG�GLHG� IRU�
XV�ZKLOH�ZH�ZHUH�XQZRUWK\�RI�KLV�ORYH��ZH�DUH�WUDQVIRUPHG��,WłV�
God’s amazing grace working in our hearts. And that is how we 
are transformed, that is how we no longer want to offer our-
VHOYHV�EDFN�WR�RXU�IRUPHU�ZD\V���6R�D�TXHVWLRQ�LV��:K\�ZRXOGQłW�
ZH�ZDQW�WR�RIIHU�RXUVHOYHV�WR�VRPHRQH�ZKR�WUXO\�VKRZV�XV�VHOI-
OHVV�ORYH"�*RGłV�JUDFH�WR�XV�LV�QRW�RQO\�WKH�PRVW�DWWUDFWLYH�WKLQJ�
ZH�FRXOG�HYHU�UHFHLYH��QRW�RQO\�GRHV�LW�PDNH�XV�IHHO�WRWDOO\�VDIH��
it is also the only thing that can truly change us. It’s grace. It’s the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. And it’s Paul’s message to the world 2000 
years ago that sets us free today. 

$V�ZH�FRQWLQXH�RXU�MRXUQH\�WKURXJK�7KH�6WRU\��ZH�UHDG�LQ�WKH�
book of Acts that the church grew rapidly around Jerusalem. In 
IDFW��WKH�UHOLJLRXV�OHDGHUV�ZHUH�VR�MHDORXV�RI�WKH�VSLULWXDO�SRZHU�
they were witnessing that they began to persecute these early 
EHOLHYHUV�� %XW� WKHLU� SHUVHFXWLRQ� GLGQłW� HQG� WKH�PRYHPHQW�� LQ-
stead it had the opposite effect. This persecution caused the 
early Christians to scatter, but they took their message with 
WKHP��,W�VD\V�DV�WKH\�VXIIHUHG��WKH\�QHYHU�VWRSSHG�WHDFKLQJ�DQG�
proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Messiah. And many 
Jews became followers of Christ.

,Q�DQRWKHU�GUDPDWLF�HYHQW��3HWHU�UHFHLYHG�D�YLVLRQ�IURP�*RG�WKDW�
made clear that the good news of Jesus Christ is for the entire 
ZRUOG��QRW�MXVW�WKH�-HZLVK�ZRUOG��WKDW�*RG�VKRZHG�QR�IDYRULWLVP��
&KULVW�GLHG� IRU�DOO�SHRSOH� WR� VDYH�DOO�SHRSOH�� DQG� WKH\�ZHUH�DOO�
amazed that God’s spirit poured out on both the circumcised 
Jews and the uncircumcised Gentiles. 

At about the same time there was this really good Pharisee 
named Saul who was a persecutor of Jesus followers. 

Saul’s Conversion
:KLOH�WUDYHOLQJ�RQ�D�URDG�IURP�-HUXVDOHP�WR�'DPDVFXV��FDUU\LQJ�
WKHVH�OHWWHUV�FDOOLQJ�IRU�WKH�DUUHVW�RI�'DPDVFXV�&KULVWLDQV��WKHUH�
ZDV�VXGGHQO\�D�ĠDVK�RI�OLJKW�IURP�KHDYHQ�DQG�6DXO�ZDV�NQRFNHG�
RII�KLV�IHHW��7KHQ�KH�KHDUG�D�YRLFH�IURP�KHDYHQ�WKDW�VDLG��Ń,�DP�
Jesus, whom you persecuted. Now get up and go into the city 
and you will be told what to do.” Saul had left Jerusalem hating 
-HVXV�&KULVW�DQG�GHVSLVLQJ�&KULVWLDQV��EXW�KH�DUULYHG�LQ�'DPDVFXV�
a changed man. Saul was being transformed into an Apostle of 
-HVXV�&KULVW��WKH�$SRVWOH�WR�WKH�*HQWLOHV��+H�HYHQ�WRRN�D�5RPDQ�
name Paul instead of his Jewish name Saul from there forward. 

$OWKRXJK�XQHDV\�DW�ğUVW�� WKH�HDUO\�IROORZHUV�RI�-HVXV�WRRN�3DXO�
under their wings and discipled him. Then God brought Paul 
into his calling. For the next 8-10 years Paul made three long and 
GDQJHURXV�PLVVLRQDU\�MRXUQH\V��

Paul’s Missionary Journeys
7KH� UHVXOWV� ZHUH� DPD]LQJ�� 7KRXVDQGV� RI� PLOHV� WUDYHOHG� RQ�
foot, camel or boat. Thirteen letters written along the way to 
strengthen the churches he established.  

7KH� $SRVWOH� 3DXO� JRHV� RQ� KLV� ğUVW� PLVVLRQDU\� MRXUQH\� IURP�
$QWLRFK� DQG� KH� JRHV� LQWR� WKH� VRXWKHUQ� VHFWLRQ� RI� WKH� 5RPDQ�
SURYLQFH�FDOOHG�*DODWLD��ZKLFK� LV�PRGHUQ�GD\�6RXWKHUQ�7XUNH\��
+H� VWDUWV� FKXUFKHV� LQ� SODFHV� OLNH� ,FRQLXP�� /\VWUD�� DQG� 'HUEH��
Then he returns home to Antioch.

Council of Jerusalem
$IWHU�KLV�PLVVLRQDU\�MRXUQH\�LW�ZDV�DW�WKLV�SRLQW�LQ�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�
the church that a disagreement broke out. Imagine that, a dis-
agreement in the church! There were certain Jewish followers 
RI� -HVXV� ZKR� ZHUH� WHDFKLQJ� WKDW� WKHVH� QHZ� *HQWLOH� FRQYHUWV�
QHHGHG� WR� REVHUYH� DOO� WKH� -HZLVK� ODZV� WR� EH� WUXH� IROORZHUV� RI�
&KULVW��5HPHPEHU��WKHVH�*HQWLOHV�KDG�QR�FRQWH[W�IRU�WKHVH�FHU-
emonial laws. Before coming to Christ, they were pagan and had 
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OLNHO\�DFFHSWHG�D�ZLGH�UDQJH�RI�EHOLHIV�LQ�WKHLU�*UHHN�DQG�5RPDQ�
JRGV��WKH\�ZHUH�QRW�-HZLVK��

It was Paul who preached to them the pure gospel—that Jesus 
died for their sins and God raised him from the dead and you are 
VDYHG�QRW�E\�UHOLJLRXV�ZRUNV��RU�E\�HDWLQJ�RU�QRW�HDWLQJ�FHUWDLQ�
IRRGV��RU�E\�REVHUYLQJ�FHUWDLQ�FHUHPRQLHV��RU�E\�FLUFXPFLVLRQ�DV�
D�PDUN�RI�D�EHOLHYHU���

$OO� SRLQWV� RI� YLHZŌ-HZ� DQG� *HQWLOHŌZHUH� GLVFXVVHG� DW� WKLV�
Jerusalem counsel. Then the Apostle James, the leader of the 
FRXQVHO��VSRNH�XS�DQG�VDLG��Ń:H�VKRXOG�QRW�PDNH�LW�GLIğFXOW�IRU�
Gentiles to turn to God.” It was done. Gentiles did not need to 
EHFRPH� -HZLVK� WR�EH� IROORZHUV�RI� -HVXV�� 7KHLU� VDOYDWLRQ�ZDV� D�
JLIW��7KH\�ZHUH�VDYHG�E\�JUDFH�WKURXJK�IDLWK�SOXV�QRWKLQJ�HOVH��,�
WKLQN�ZH�ZRXOG�KDYH�KHDUG�HVSHFLDOO\�ORXG�FKHHULQJ��HYHQ�VLJKV�
of relief from any Gentile men at the council when they learned 
WKH\�GLGQłW�KDYH�WR�JR�WKURXJK�DGXOW�FLUFXPFLVLRQ�WR�EHFRPH�D�
follower of Christ! 

3DXOłV� VHFRQG�PLVVLRQDU\� MRXUQH\� WDNHV� KLP�EDFN� WR� VHH� WKRVH�
churches in Galatia. It then continues up into Macedonia, which 
is modern day Greece, to cities with exotic names like Phrygia, 
Troas, Philippi, Thessalonica, Barea, Athens, Corinth, Ephesus, 
and back south across the Mediterranean to Caesarea and back 
up to his home base of Antioch.

3DXOłV� WKLUG� MRXUQH\� KDG� DQ� DGGLWLRQDO� SXUSRVH� WR� SODQWLQJ�
churches. The Jerusalem Christians were suffering under per-
VHFXWLRQ� DQG�PDQ\�ZHUH� LQ� SRYHUW\�� 3DXO� GHWHUPLQHG� WKDW� KH�
could raise funds from the richer Gentile churches to support the 
poor in Jerusalem. So he goes back to the churches he planted. 
He spends two years in Ephesus where he wrote a letter to the 
church in Corinth called 1st Corinthians. Then he goes back up 
to Macedonia where he writes a second letter to the Corinthians 
IURP� 3KLOLSSL�� 7KHQ� KH� WUDYHOV� GRZQ� IURP� 0DFHGRQLD�� EDFN�
to Corinth, stays there for a while and writes his letter to the 
&KXUFK�LQ�5RPH��EDFN�WR�3KLOLSSL�DJDLQ��DQG�WKHQ�WKH� ORQJ�WULS�
back to Jerusalem.

As we read in the book of Acts, the church spread rapidly. The 
PHVVDJH�RI�WKH�*RVSHO�RI�JUDFH�ZDV�UHFHLYHG��7KH�QHZ�FRQYHUWV�
QHYHU�ORRNHG�EDFN��ULJKW"�:HOO��LQ�RQH�SDUWLFXODU�FKXUFK�WKDW�3DXO�
planted in the region of Galatia, when Paul left it was as if grace 
left Galatia too. 

While Paul was away there were people who were unwilling 
to accept the decision of the Jerusalem counsel and they were 
XQZLOOLQJ� WR� OHW� JR�RI� WKHLU� WUDGLWLRQV� DQG�ZDQWHG� WR� IRUFH� HY-
eryone into their brand of religion. They were unwilling to cling 
to Christ alone.  

6R�D�YHU\�LQWHUHVWLQJ�SKHQRPHQD�FRQWLQXHV�WR�SODJXH�WKH�FKXUFK�
HYHQ�WRGD\��6DOYDWLRQ�E\�JUDFH�DORQH�WKURXJK�IDLWK�DORQH�LV�KDUG�
for prideful people. It’s hard for religious people. It’s hard for hard 
working moral people. The idea that spiritual growth happens 

outside the boundaries of religious rules is hard to accept. Our 
pride, our guilt, our shame compels us to try to earn God’s ap-
SURYDO��'RXEWV�HQWHU�RXU�PLQGV��6KRXOGQłW�,�SD\�SHQDQFH�IRU�P\�
RZQ�VLQV"�6KRXOGQłW�,�VDYH�P\VHOI"�$UHQłW�,�VXSSRVHG�WR�ZRUN�RII�
WKH�JLIW�VR�,�FDQ�RQH�GD\�IHHO�IUHH"�:K\�VKRXOG�,�IHHO�IUHH�QRZ��,�
KDYHQłW�GRQH�DQ\WKLQJ�WR�HDUQ�LW"�<HW�,łP�WU\LQJ�WR�HDUQ�LW�DQG�,�
GRQłW�IHHO�IUHH��,Q�IDFW��WKH�PRUH�UHOLJLRXV�,�DFW�WKH�PRUH�P\�ĠHVK�
VHHPV�WR�ĠDUH�XS��

&RXOGQłW�\RX�VHH�WKHVH�QHZ�FRQYHUWV�VD\LQJ�WR�WKHPVHOYHV��7KLV�
JUDFH� WKLQJ� LV�KDUG��$QG�\RX�NQRZ�ZKDW"� ,W� LV��:H�QHHG� WR�EH�
UHPLQGHG�MXVW�DV�WKH�*DODWLDQV�ZHUH���:H�QHHG�WR�EH�UHPLQGHG�
today that life is found in a relationship with Jesus, not in keeping 
religious rules. We need to be reminded that power is not found 
in taking control and working harder at being righteous, but by 
surrendering control and yielding more to the Holy Spirit who 
QRZ�OLYHV�LQ�\RX��

2SHQ�\RXU�%LEOHV� WR�*DODWLDQV���� /RRN�DW�3DXOłV� UHDFWLRQ� WR�KLV�
spiritual brothers and sisters turning away from grace.

I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting 
WKH�RQH�ZKR�FDOOHGb\RX�WR�OLYH�LQ�WKH�JUDFH�RI�&KULVW�
DQG� DUH� WXUQLQJ� WR� D� GLIIHUHQW� JRVSHOŌZKLFK� LV�
UHDOO\�QR�JRVSHO�DW�DOO��(YLGHQWO\�VRPH�SHRSOH�DUH�
WKURZLQJ�\RX�LQWR�FRQIXVLRQbDQG�DUH�WU\LQJ�WR�SHU-
YHUWbWKH�JRVSHO�RI�&KULVW��*DODWLDQV��������

<RX� IRROLVKb *DODWLDQV�b :KR� KDV� EHZLWFKHG� �
\RX"b%HIRUH�\RXU�YHU\�H\HV�-HVXV�&KULVW�ZDV�FOHDUO\�
SRUWUD\HG�DV�FUXFLğHG�b,�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�OHDUQ�MXVW�RQH�
WKLQJ� IURP�\RX��'LG�\RX�UHFHLYH� WKH�6SLULWbE\� WKH�
ZRUNV�RI�WKH�ODZ�bRU�E\�EHOLHYLQJ�ZKDW�\RX�KHDUG"�
$UH� \RX� VR� IRROLVK"� $IWHU� EHJLQQLQJ� E\�PHDQV� RI�
WKH�6SLULW��DUH�\RX�QRZ�WU\LQJ�WR�ğQLVK�E\�PHDQV�RI�
WKH�ĠHVK"��*DODWLDQV��������

As we usually see with Paul, he doesn’t pull any punches. He says, 
Ń<RXU�IRROLVKQHVV�DVWRQLVKHV�PH�ń�+H�VD\V��Ń'RQłW�EH�WHPSWHG�WR�
PDNH� IULHQGV� ZLWK� H[WHUQDO� UHOLJLRXV� UXOHV�� /HJDOLVP� LV� DQ� DJ-
JUHVVLYH�HQHP\�� ,W�ZLOO�HQVODYH�\RX��%HZDUH�ń�7KHQ�LQ�*DODWLDQV�
����ŋ���3DXO�JLYHV�XV�KLV�(PDQFLSDWLRQ�3URFODPDWLRQ��WUXWKV�WR�
free us by the power of the Holy Spirit. As Jesus said, “You shall 
know the truth and the truth shall make you free” (John 8:32). 
7KH�ğUVW�3DXO�JLYHV�XV�LV�D�EOXQW�UHPLQGHU�RI�RXU�FDOOLQJ�

Our Calling
<RX��P\�EURWKHUV�DQG�VLVWHUV��ZHUH�FDOOHG�WR�EH�IUHH�
�����D��

:H�KDYH� EHHQ� VHW� IUHH� IURP� WKH� SHQDOW\� RI� VLQ�� WKH� SRZHU� RI�
Satan, the wrath of God, and from a conscience burdened by 
guilt, fear, and accusations. Free to come boldly into God’s pres-
HQFH�WR�ZRUVKLS�DQG�WR�SUD\��$QG�IUHH�WR�VHUYH�WKH�/RUG�DQG�EH-
come more like Jesus. 

,�FRXOG�VHH�WKHVH�*DODWLDQV�VD\LQJ��Ń,�JHW�LW�QRZ�3DXO��:H�DUH�VXS-
SRVHG�WR�OLYH�IUHH��DQG�\RX�NQRZ�ZKDW"��,�DP�JRLQJ�WR�HQMR\�P\�



freedom and no longer care about what anyone else thinks.”  
Paul anticipates this and tries to head it off at the pass. He goes 
RQ�WR�WHOO�XV�WKDW�WUXH�&KULVWLDQ�IUHHGRP�LQYROYHV�UHVWUDLQWV��UH-
VWUDLQWV�WKDW�KHOS�RXU�VSLULWXDO�JURZWK�DQG�VHUYLFH��3DXO�H[SODLQV�
WKLV�LQ�YHUVHV���Eŋ����7KLV�SDVVDJH�WHOOV�XV�WKDW�OLYLQJ�IUHH�LVQłW�
easy, it’s hard. 

Our Necessary Limitations
%XW�GR�QRW�XVH�\RXU�IUHHGRP�WR�LQGXOJH�WKH�ĠHVK��
UDWKHU��VHUYH�RQH�DQRWKHUbKXPEO\�LQ�ORYH��b)RU�WKH�
HQWLUH� ODZ� LV� IXOğOOHG� LQ� NHHSLQJ� WKLV� RQH� FRP-
PDQG��Ń/RYH�\RXU�QHLJKERU�DV�\RXUVHOI�ń�,I�\RX�ELWH�
DQG�GHYRXU� HDFK�RWKHU��ZDWFK�RXW�RU� \RX�ZLOO� EH�
GHVWUR\HG�E\�HDFK�RWKHU�

Our Ongoing Problem 

/LFHQVH�������������������/LEHUW\���������������!�/HJDOLVP

Here is what is happening. Sides formed, arguments ensued. 
These legalists were rebuked by Paul, but so were those that 
practiced unrestrained freedom. In fact, what was happening 
ZDV�WKDW�WKRVH�SUDFWLFLQJ�IUHHGRP�ZHUH�GRLQJ�LW�VR�ŃLQ�\RXU�IDFHń�
that it was offending those who were weaker in their faith or 
VWLOO�VWUXJJOLQJ�ZLWK�WKHLU�RZQ�OHJDOLVP��,W�ZDVQłW�ORYLQJ��,Q�IDFW��
there were cases where some were actually using their freedom 
DV�SHUPLVVLRQ�WR�EH�XQORYLQJ��HYHQ�VLQ���

,Q� WKH�&RULQWKLDQ� FKXUFK� WKLV�ĠDXQWLQJ�RI� IUHHGRP�EHFDPH� VR�
bad that Paul felt compelled to instruct  them in 1 Corinthians 
10, “You say you have the right to do anything (anything but 
VLQ���EXW�QRW�HYHU\WKLQJ�LV�EHQHğFLDO��QRW�HYHU\WKLQJ�LV�FRQVWUXF-
tive. Don’t seek your own good but seek the good of others.” Our 
FDOO�WR�EH�IUHH�LQ�&KULVW�DQG�WR�OLYH�E\�WKH�VSLULW�LQ�ORYH�UHPDLQV�
constantly under attack from legalism on the right (religious 
rules and traditions made by man) and license (an in-your-face-
LQVHQVLWLYLW\�RQ�WKH�OHIW���

,� NQRZ� IRU�PH� ,łP� QRW� ORYLQJ�ZKHQ� ,� MXGJH� WKH� QRQ�HVVHQWLDO�
WKLQJV�LQ�RWKHUV��,�PRYH�DZD\�IURP�IUHHGRP�DQG�WRZDUG�OHJDOLVP�
ZKHQ�,�ŃWDNH�QRWHń�RU�PDNH�D�MXGJPHQW�RQ�VRPHRQH�EDVHG�RQ�
what they eat, or how much they eat, or what they wear, or the 
NLQG�RI�PXVLF�WKH\�OLVWHQ�WR��RU�WKH�NLQG�RI�PRYLHV�WKH\�HQMR\��RU�
KRZ�WKH\�XVH�WKHLU�VRFLDO�PHGLD��ZKDWHYHU�QRQ�HVVHQWLDO�,łP�QRW�
comfortable with.

,łP� QRW� ORYLQJ� ZKHQ� ,� MXGJH� WKHLU� QRQ�HVVHQWLDOV�� 0\� RZQ�
IUHHGRP��P\�RZQ� MR\� LQ�&KULVW� LV� WKUHDWHQHG�ZKHQ� ,� IRFXV�RQ�
QRQ�HVVHQWLDOV�DQG� WKHQ�GRQłW� ORYH�RWKHUV�DQG�VKRZ�VHQVLWLYLW\�
WR�WKRVH�ZKR�GRQłW�YLHZ�WKHVH�QRQ�HVVHQWLDOV�WKH�VDPH�ZD\�,�GR��

7KLV�SDVW�ZHHNHQG�,�PDGH�D�WULS�WR�(DX�&ODLUH��:LVFRQVLQ�WR�RIğ-
ciate a wedding for a friend. I landed in Minneapolis on Thursday 
night right in the middle of  a spring blizzard. I forgot how much 
,�GRQłW�PLVV�GULYLQJ�DW�QLJKW�RQ�VOLSSHU\�FRXQWU\�URDGV�ZLWK�ORZ�
YLVLELOLW\�� ,� KDG� DQ� DOWHUQDWLYH� UHDVRQ� IRU� JRLQJ� WR�:LVFRQVLQ��

Some of you know that our oldest daughter is engaged to be 
PDUULHG�WR�D�\RXQJ�PDQ�ZKR�OLYHV�LQ�(DX�&ODLUH��-XOLH�DQG�,�DUH�
FRPLQJ�WR�JULSV�ZLWK�WKH�IDFW� WKDW�ZH�ZLOO�KDYH�D�VRQ�LQ�ODZ�D�
year from now. We are coming to grips with the fact that our 
ROGHVW�GDXJKWHU�ZLOO�EH�OLYLQJ�LQ�:LVFRQVLQ�D�\HDU�IURP�QRZ�

,�KDYH�QHYHU�VHHQ�P\�IXWXUH�VRQ�LQ�ODZłV�KRXVH��WKDW�SODFH�ZKHUH�
he is going to take my daughter. I wanted to see where our 
GDXJKWHU�ZLOO�EH� OLYLQJ�ZKHQ� ,�KDQG�KHU�RII�DW� WKH�ZHGGLQJ�WR�
WKLV�JX\��<RX�FDQ�WHOO�,łP�VWLOO�JHWWLQJ�XVHG�WR�WKH�FRQFHSW����

6R�,�LQYLWHG�P\VHOI�WR�VWD\�DW�P\�IXWXUH�VRQ�LQ�ODZłV�SODFH�WR�MXVW�
sort of check things out. He graciously agreed, and we had a 
great time. I am getting to know him better each time I see him 
DQG�IHHOLQJ�ŃNLQG�RIń�ŃVRUW�RIń�EHWWHU�DERXW�WKH�ZKROH�WKLQJ��

My future son-in-law is a gun professional. He sells them, re-
pairs them, collects them, trains others to use them, and is an 
H[SHUW�DW�ğULQJ�WKHP��6RPH�RI�\RX�PLJKW�KDYH�D�VWURQJ�UHDFWLRQ�
to that right now. Being a follower of Christ and a gun enthusiast 
at the same time may test your concept of freedom in Christ. My 
Christian liberty allows me to handle and shoot guns. 

6RPH� RI� \RX� PD\� EH� WKLQNLQJ�� 2QH� RI� RXU� SDVWRUV� DW� &3&"��
6KRXOGQłW�SDVWRUV�EH�SUD\LQJ�DQG�QRW�SDFNLQJ"�,�FDQ�VKRRW�JXQV�
and not sin. I understand and respect that there are some of us 
KHUH� WRGD\� WKDW� VHH� QRWKLQJ� EHQHğFLDO� DQG� FRQVWUXFWLYH� IURP�
handling and shooting guns. But I also understand that there 
are things that you may do that are not sinful but I would see 
nothing good coming from it. 

As Christians we are called to celebrate our freedom but with 
UHVSRQVLELOLW\��0\�VRQ�LQ�ODZ�JDYH�PH�D�OHVVRQ�RQ�JXQ�VDIHW\��RQ�
KRZ�WR�VDIHO\�JULS�DQG�VKRRW��DQG�SHUIRUP�VDIHW\�FKHFNV��+H�JDYH�
me ear protection. He pointed me in the right direction. I am 
responsibly exercising my freedom in Christ.

6R�KRZ�GR�ZH� OLYH� IUHH"�+RZ�GR�ZH�QRW� IDOO�EDFN� WR�RXU�ĠHVK�
GULYHQ�ZD\V"��+RZ�GR�ZH�H[SHULHQFH�UHDO�OLIH�FKDQJH�WR�EH�PRUH�
OLNH� &KULVW"� 3DXO� DVVXUHV� XV� LQ� WKHVH� ğQDO� YHUVHV� WKDW� LW� KDS-
SHQV�ZKHQ�ZH�OHW�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�KHOS�XV��+H�LV�VD\LQJ��Ń)RROLVK�
Galatians, you forgot the Holy Spirit!”

2XU�&RQWLQXRXV�&RQĠLFW
6R�,�VD\��ZDON�E\�WKH�6SLULW�bDQG�\RX�ZLOO�QRW�JUDWLI\�
WKH�GHVLUHV�RI�WKH�ĠHVK��b)RU�WKH�ĠHVK�GHVLUHV�ZKDW�
LV� FRQWUDU\� WR� WKH� 6SLULW�� DQG� WKH� 6SLULW� ZKDW� LV�
FRQWUDU\� WR� WKH� ĠHVK�� 7KH\� DUH� LQ� FRQĠLFW� ZLWK�
HDFK�RWKHU��VR�WKDW�\RX�DUH�QRW�WR�GR�ZKDWHYHUb\RX�
ZDQW��b%XW�LI�\RX�DUH�OHG�E\�WKH�6SLULW�b\RX�DUH�QRW�
XQGHU�WKH�ODZ��YHUVHV��������

Then he reminds us, as if he really needs to, descriptions of the 
powers warring within us. 

The Flesh
7KH� DFWV� RI� WKH� ĠHVK� DUH� REYLRXV�� VH[XDO� LPPR-
UDOLW\�b LPSXULW\� DQG� GHEDXFKHU\�� LGRODWU\� DQG�
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ZLWFKFUDIW�� KDWUHG�� GLVFRUG�� MHDORXV\�� ğWV� RI� UDJH��
VHOğVK� DPELWLRQ�� GLVVHQVLRQV�� IDFWLRQV� DQG� HQY\��
drunkenness, orgies, and the like... I warn you, as 
,�GLG�EHIRUH��WKDW�WKRVH�ZKR�OLYH�OLNH�WKLV�ZLOO�QRW�
LQKHULW�WKH�NLQJGRP�RI�*RG��YHUVHV���ŋ��E��

3DXO� LV� WHOOLQJ� XV� ŃORRN� KRZ� IDU� &KULVWLDQV� FDQ� IDOO� ZKHQ� WKH\�
VHUYH�WKH�ĠHVK�UDWKHU�WKDQ�WKH�6SLULW�ń�$W�ğUVW�JODQFH�RQH�PLJKW�
FRQFOXGH�WKDW�&KULVWLDQV�FDQ�ORVH�WKHLU�VDOYDWLRQ��,W�GRHVQłW�PHDQ�
WKDW�DW�DOO��7KH�YHUE�WHQVH�IRU�ŃOLYH�OLNH�WKLVń�RU�OLWHUDOO\�ŃSUDFWLFHń�LV�
SUHVHQW��LQGLFDWLQJ�WKDW�D�ŃKDELWXDO�FRQWLQXDWLRQ�LQ�ĠHVKO\�VLQV�LV�
D�ODFN�RI�HYLGHQFH�RI�VSLULWXDO�OLIH�ń�%XW�IRU�XV��ZKHQ�ZH�ODSVH�LQWR�
these we need to know how to surrender to the Spirit’s control. 

,Q�&RQĠLFW�ZLWK�WKH�6SLULW
,Q�FRQWUDVW�WR�WKH�ĠHVK��3DXO�OLVWV�VRPHWKLQJ�KH�FDOOV�IUXLW�RI�WKH�
Spirit. The presence of this fruit indicates the presence of the 
6SLULW�LQ�RXU�OLYHV��:KHQ�ZH�DOORZ�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�WR�ZRUN�LQ�RXU�
OLYHV��KH�SURGXFHV�VSLULWXDO�IUXLW��OLNH�D�ULSH�FOXVWHU�RI�JUDSHV��7KLV�
FOXVWHU�KDV�QLQH�YLUWXHV�WKDW�EULJKWHQ�OLYHV�DQG�DUH�HYLGHQFH�RI�D�
transforming life. About fruit—we don’t produce it by our own 
effort. Fruit is simply there. It is produced through a complex and 
mysterious process. 

%XW� WKH� IUXLWbRI� WKH�6SLULW� LV� ORYH�b MR\��SHDFH�b IRU-
EHDUDQFH�� NLQGQHVV�� JRRGQHVV�� b JHQWOHQHVV� DQG�
VHOI�FRQWURO�� $JDLQVW� VXFK� WKLQJV� WKHUH� LV� QR� ODZ�
�YHUVHV���ŋ����

3DXO�GHVFULEHV�RXU�FDOOLQJ��KH�GHVFULEHV�RXU�ĠHVK�VSLULW�FRQĠLFW��
he describes the life change in terms of spiritual fruit, and now 
KH�JLYHV�XV�WKH�DQVZHU�WR�WKH�TXHVWLRQ��:KDW�FDQ�ZH�GR�WR�RYHU-
FRPH�WKLV�UDJLQJ�ZDU�LQ�XV�EHWZHHQ�ĠHVK�DQG�VSLULW"�1RZ�3DXO�
describes how the Gospel, not religion, sets us free.

Our Walk of Freedom
7KRVH� ZKR� EHORQJ� WR� &KULVW� -HVXV� KDYH� FUXFLğHG�
WKH�ĠHVKbZLWK�LWV�SDVVLRQV�DQG�GHVLUHV��Y������

The language indicates that our sinful nature is at present, right 
now, dying. Not dead, dying. It has been nailed to the cross, so 
LW�GRHVQłW�KDYH�WKH�SRZHU�RYHU�XV�LW�RQFH�HQMR\HG��\HW�LW�FDQ�VWLOO�
LQĠXHQFH�XV�LI�ZH�IHHG�LW��-RKQ�6WRWW�WHOOV�XV��Ń7RR�RIWHQ�ZH�NHHS�
wistfully returning to the scene of its execution. We begin to 
IRQGOH�LW��WR�FDUHVV�LW�WR�ORQJ�IRU�LWV�UHOHDVH��:H�HYHQ�WU\�WR�WDNH�

LW�GRZQ�DJDLQ�IURP�WKH�FURVV��:H�QHHG�WR�OHDUQ�WR�OHDYH�LW�WKHUH��
:KHQ� VRPH� MHDORXV�� VRPH� OXVWIXO�� VRPH� SURXG�� VRPH� UDJLQJ��
VRPH�HQY\LQJ�WKRXJKW�LQYDGHV�RXU�PLQG�ZH�PXVW�NLFN�LW�RXW�DW�
RQFH��:H�KDYH�GHFODUHG�ZDU�RQ�LW��ZH�DUH�QRW�JRLQJ�WR�UHVXPH�
negotiations…”  

7KDW�PRPHQW�ZH� DFFHSWHG� &KULVW� RXU� ĠHVK�ZHQW� WR� WKH� FURVV�
ZLWK�&KULVW��:H�KDYH�FUXFLğHG�WKH�ĠHVK��6R�QRZĽ��

6LQFH�ZH�OLYH�E\�WKH�6SLULW�bOHW�XV�NHHS�LQ�VWHS�ZLWK�
WKH�6SLULW��YHUVHV���ŋ����

Just as the Holy Spirit led Christ during his temptations, so the 
6SLULW�ZLOO�JXLGH�XV�WKURXJK�WKH�EDWWOH�ZLWK�RXU�ĠHVK��:H�PXVW�
FKRRVH� WKLV� HYHU\� GD\�� :H� PXVW� FKRRVH� WKLV� HYHU\� PRUQLQJ��
:H�PXVW�IRFXV�RXU�PLQGV�RQ�ZKDW�3DXO�VD\V�LQ�3KLOLSSLDQV������
“Whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, what-
ever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable – if any-
WKLQJ�LV�H[FHOOHQW�RU�SUDLVHZRUWK\�ŋ�WKLQN�DERXW�VXFK�WKLQJV�ń

%HOLHYLQJ�WKH�JRVSHO�ZDV�DFWXDOO\�SUHWW\�HDV\�IRU�PH����\HDUV�DJR��
/LYLQJ�IUHH� LV�KDUG�� ,W�ZDVQłW�XQWLO� ,�XQGHUVWRRG�WKDW� WKH�JRVSHO�
VWLOO�DSSOLHV�WR�PH�HYHU\�GD\�WKDW�,�UHFRJQL]HG�ZKDW�LW�PHDQW�WR�
ZDON�E\�WKH�6SLULW�DQG�EH�IUHH��,�KDYH�OHDUQHG�WKDW�,�FDQQRW�FRQ-
tinuously say no to this or to that, unless there is something so 
PXFK�PRUH�DWWUDFWLYH�WR�FKRRVH��6D\LQJ�QR�WR�P\�VHOğVKQHVV��P\�
HQY\��P\� OXVW��P\�HJR�WDNHV�DQ�HQRUPRXV�DPRXQW�RI�HQHUJ\�� ,�
KDYH�EDWWOH�VFDUV�IURP�P\�EDWWOHV�ZLWK�WKH�ĠHVK��7KH�RQO\�KRSH�
,�KDYH� IRXQG� LV� WR� VD\�\HV� WR� WKH�PRVW�DWWUDFWLYH�DQG�SRZHUIXO�
WKLQJV�,�NQRZ��WR�VD\�\HV�WR�VRPHWKLQJ�WR�ZKLFK�,�FDQ�GHYRWH�P\�
energies to.

7KH�WKLQJ�,�FDQ�VD\�\HV�WR�LV�WKLV��(YHU\�GD\�DQG�HYHU\�PRUQLQJ�
,� FDQ� UHPHPEHU� WKH� IDFW� WKDW� ,� DP� ORYHG�� (YHU\�GD\�DQG�HYHU\�
morning I can remember the fact that in my total brokenness I 
DP�VWLOO�ORYHG��7KDW�UHYHODWLRQ�KDV�VHW�PH�IUHH�IURP�WKH�FRPSXO-
VLRQ�WR�VD\�\HV�WR�WKH�ĠHVK�DQG�LQVWHDG�WR�VD\�\HV�WR�WKH�VSLULW��
Of course I still fall. But not as much and not as far as I used to. 
Thanks be to God and his amazing grace. 

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


