
We’re continuing our study today on all three campuses of The 
Story. We started months ago looking at the big story of the 
Bible in 31 chapters from Genesis to Revelation. Today we come 
WR�FKDSWHU�����FDOOHG�1HZ�%HJLQQLQJV��ZKLFK�FRYHUV�WKH�ğUVW����
chapters of the book of Acts. 

Why is it called New Beginnings? Look at is this way: Way back 
in the book of Genesis God created human beings in his image. 
He placed them in a beautiful garden and gave them meaningful 
work to do. But it wasn’t long before they rebelled against God 
and the result was death. Not just physical death but spiritual 
death, and that spread through the human race. Spiritual death 
means separation from God. God is holy and he can’t have fel-
lowship with that which is unholy. But God is also loving. As a 
loving Father, he looks at humanity as a lost child. We all know 
of parents who’ve lost a child, maybe one who’s run away, been 
kidnapped, or just disappeared. Parents will spare no expense to 
search for their lost child. God is like that. And so, he initiated a 
PDVVLYH�UHVFXH�VWUDWHJ\�WR�ğQG�DQG�UHVWRUH�KLV�ORVW�FKLOGUHQ��7KLV�
strategy had three phases. 

7KH�ğUVW�SKDVH�ZDV�,VUDHO��*RG�FKRVH�D�QDWLRQ�WKURXJK�ZKRP�KHłG�
show his character and call people back to himself. Remember 
what God said to Abraham? “Through your seed all the nations 
of the earth will be blessed.” This led to the second phase, which 
ZDV�WKH�FRPLQJ�RI�-HVXV�&KULVW��-HVXV�VDLG��Ń,�FDPH�WR�VHHN�DQG�WR�
save that which was lost.” He claimed to be the way back to God. 
He died on the cross to pay for our sins and rose from the dead 
to give us eternal life. But then he ascended into heaven, which 
brought us to the third phase of his rescue effort—the church. 
Now God is working through the church to lead this rescue ef-
fort. The birth of the church is recorded in these opening chap-
ters of the book of Acts. These chapters tell the story of how the 
Gospel spread beyond a few Jews in Jerusalem to both Jews and 
Gentiles throughout the Roman empire. To this day, God uses 
the church to seek the lost.

That may surprise some of you. How could the church be God’s 
SODQ� WR� UHDFK� WKH�ZRUOG"� ,VQłW� LW� ğOOHG�ZLWK� UDFLVP�� LPPRUDOLW\�
and corruption? Some of you have been personally betrayed by 
the church or a church leader. Or maybe when you think of the 
church you just think of boredom. Who wants to waste a beau-
tiful day to sit in a stuffy room and listen to a lecture about a 
book written thousands of years ago? 

Dorothy Sayers once described what she called God’s great 
humiliations. There was the incarnation when God humbled 
KLPVHOI�DQG�WRRN�RQ�KXPDQ�ĠHVK� LQ�WKH�SHUVRQ�RI�-HVXV��7KHQ�
there was the cross when God subjected himself to the shame of 
public execution. Finally, there was the church where God chose 
to reveal himself in this very human and fractured institution.

,Q� PDQ\� ZD\V�� VKHłV� ULJKW�� 7KH� FKXUFK� LV� PDGH� XS� RI� IUDJLOH��
broken, hardheaded people. Look at the people Jesus chose as 
KLV�ğUVW�GLVFLSOHV��7KH\�KDG�VKDG\�SDVWV��WKH\�FRXOGQłW�JHW�DORQJ��
WKH\�ZHUH�XQHGXFDWHG��%XW� -HVXV� VDLG�� Ń,�ZLOO�EXLOG�P\�FKXUFK��
and the gates of Hell will not prevail against it.” And that’s what 
he’s still doing. He’s taking sinful, broken and weak people and 
using them to build his church. For better of for worse, he uses 
this odd thing to show the world his power, love and grace. The 
question is, How is that possible? How can this frail and broken 
thing called the church be used to storm the gates of Hell? Turn 
to Acts 2.

The Church is Born at Pentecost
Acts starts in Jerusalem, where the church was born. Before Jesus 
ascended into heaven, he told his disciples to wait there for the 
Holy Spirit to come upon them. He didn’t want them doing any-
thing without the Spirit. So they waited, all 120 of them. Then, 
during a Jewish feast called Pentecost, the Spirit fell and some 
unusual things happened. They spoke in languages that weren’t 
WKHLU� RZQ�� 7KHUH�ZDV� D� SXUSRVH� IRU� WKDW�� -HUXVDOHP�ZDV� ğOOHG�
with visitors from all over the ancient world for the feast. All of a 
sudden, these disciples are praising God in languages these visi-
WRUV�XQGHUVWRRG��,WłV�OLNH�WKH\łUH�LQVWDQW�PLVVLRQDULHV��

The people watching didn’t know what to make of it. They 
thought these people had too much to drink. So Peter stands 
up and speaks. Remember he’s the one who’d denied Jesus 
three times, but Jesus had restored him, telling him to “Feed 
my sheep.” So Peter stands up, empowered by the Spirit, and he 
explains to the crowd what it all means. He preaches the good 
QHZV�DERXW�-HVXV�WR�WKHP��:KHQ�KHłV�ğQLVKHG��/XNH�VD\V�

When the people heard this, they were cut to the 
heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, 
“Brothers, what shall we do?” (v. 37).

That’s a good question, and Peter gave them a straight answer. 
Look at verses 38–39.

Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every 
one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
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forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and 
your children and for all who are far off—for all 
whom the Lord our God will call.”

He says you must change your mind about Jesus, trust him as 
your Savior and Lord, and then get baptized to show the world 
what’s happened to you. By the way, it would be no small thing 
to do that. They’d be joining hands with a movement founded by 
a man recently executed by the Roman authorities. This would 
EH�D�FRVWO\�GHFLVLRQ�WR�PDNH��%XW�WKHUHłG�EH�EHQHğWV��WRR��3HWHU�
says your sins will be forgiven and you’ll receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. And it’s not just for you, it’s for your children as well. 

Down in verse 41 we see their response.

Those who accepted his message were baptized, 
and about three thousand were added to their 
number that day.

:RZ�� 7KDWłV� TXLWH� D� UHVSRQVH��:H� EDSWL]HG� DERXW� ��� SHRSOH�
RQ� WKUHH� FDPSXVHV� ODVW� 6XQGD\�� ,PDJLQH� GRLQJ� WKDW� IRU� �����
SHRSOH��:KHQ�LWłV�GRQH��ZKDW�GR�\RX�GR�ZLWK�DOO�WKRVH�SHRSOH"�
7KDWłV�D�ORW�RI�EDE\�&KULVWLDQV��:HOO��DOPRVW�LQ�WKH�QH[W�EUHDWK��
Luke answers that question in verses 42–47.

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching 
and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 
SUD\HU��(YHU\RQH�ZDV�ğOOHG�ZLWK�DZH�DW�WKH�PDQ\�
wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All 
the believers were together and had everything in 
common. They sold property and possessions to 
give to anyone who had need. Every day they con-
tinued to meet together in the temple courts. They 
broke bread in their homes and ate together with 
JODG�DQG�VLQFHUH�KHDUWV�bSUDLVLQJ�*RG�DQG�HQMR\LQJ�
the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to 
their number daily those who were being saved.

They didn’t just send these people home with a booklet and a 
ğVK�VWLFNHU�IRU�WKHLU�FDU��%DELHV�FDQłW�VXUYLYH�RQ�WKHLU�RZQ��7KH\�
need care and feeding. They also need community. The idea of 
following Jesus without becoming a part of his community never 
occurred to them. Notice four things about their life together as 
a church, four things that ought to be true about us in order to 
be the kind of community that will have an impact on the world.

They Were a Learning Church
)LUVW�� WKH\�ZHUH�D� OHDUQLQJ�FKXUFK�� ,W� VD\V� WKH\�ŃGHYRWHG�WKHP-
selves to the apostle’s teaching.” They became learners. You 
might say school opened on that day in Jerusalem. Three thou-
sand little ones entered kindergarten. You know how excited a 
child gets to start kindergarten? They were eager. And you know 
how nervous we all get about who our teacher will be? Well, 
here, the apostles are their teachers. Why were they so devoted 
to the apostle’s teaching? Part of it was they were the ones who’d 
been with Jesus; they were the ones he’d entrusted his message 
WR��$OVR�YHUVH����VD\V�WKH�DSRVWOHV�ZHUH�SHUIRUPLQJ�PLUDFOHV��,łP�

sure those miracles caused people to listen to them; they au-
WKHQWLFDWHG�WKHLU�PHVVDJH��,I�,�ZHUH�WR�KHDO�VRPHRQH�RI�FDQFHU��
\RXłG�OLVWHQ�WR�ZKDW�,�KDYH�WR�VD\��QRQH�RI�\RX�ZRXOG�EH�IDOOLQJ�
DVOHHS�ULJKW�QRZ��WKDWłV�IRU�VXUH�

7RGD\�ZHłUH�GHYRWHG�WR�WKH�DSRVWOHłV�WHDFKLQJ�DV�ZHOO��,WłV�FRPH�
down to us in what we call the New Testament. We believe 
these apostles were actually inspired by God to write and so 
their teaching comes from God. That’s why we’re committed to 
teaching this book, line by line, chapter by chapter. That’s why 
we encourage you to read it, study it, meditate on it, and most 
of all obey it. We don’t believe we have the right to tamper with 
this teaching. Yes, we need to thoughtfully apply it to our day 
and the issues we face, but we don’t change the message. We 
don’t have the right to say, “Well, that’s what they said back then 
but they didn’t have all the info we have today, so we can’t take 
ZKDW�WKH\�VDLG�DV�GHğQLWLYH�ń

This past week we’ve had the joy of having our grandchildren 
staying with us. One of them is seven months old. His name is 
*XQQDU��2QH�WKLQJ�,�WKLQN�,łG�IRUJRWWHQ�DERXW�EDELHV�LV�KRZ�RIWHQ�
WKH\�KDYH�WR�EH�IHG��7KH�RWKHU�QLJKW�,�IHG�KLP�D�ERWWOH�KH�VXFNHG�
GRZQ� LQ� DERXW� ğYH�PLQXWHV�� $QG�� RI� FRXUVH�� LI� \RX�GRQłW� IHHG�
him, he’ll let you know about it. Peter must have had a few ba-
ELHV�DURXQG�KLV�KRXVH�WRR��7KDWłV�ZK\�KH�VDLG�LQ�KLV�ğUVW�OHWWHU��
“Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you 
may grow up in your salvation”����3HWHU�������,�ZRQGHU�LI�3HWHU�
was thinking back to those 3000 baby Christians who gulped 
down their teaching in those days following Pentecost. 

2YHU� WKH� \HDUV� WKLV� KDV� EHHQ� D� VWUHQJWK� RI� RXU� FKXUFK�� ,łP�
WKDQNIXO�IRU�WKDW��EXW�OHWłV�QRW�WDNH�LW�IRU�JUDQWHG��,�EHOLHYH�LQ�WKH�
years to come there will be temptations to get away from that 
DQG� WR� FRPSURPLVH� RXU� FRPPLWPHQW� WR� WHDFKLQJ�� ,� KRSH� DQG�
pray we never let that happen. 

They Were a Loving Church
But still, it’s not enough to be a learning church. They were also a 
ORYLQJ�FKXUFK��6RPH�FKXUFKHV�DUH�DOO�DERXW�ğOOLQJ�\RXU�KHDG�ZLWK�
truth, but there’s no heart; there’s no love. Notice it says they were 
also devoted to fellowship. That word is so overused in churches 
it’s become like soggy toast with no substance. The Greek word 
for fellowship is koinonia��,W�PHDQV�WR�KROG�RU�VKDUH�VRPHWKLQJ�LQ�
common. As believers, there are many things we share in common. 
The most precious thing is our fellowship with God. John writes 
“our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ” 
(1 John 1:3). We’re part of the same family. We have this deep 
connection that causes all differences to melt away. 

7KDWłV�ZK\�WKH�FKXUFK�ZDV�WKH�ğUVW�LQVWLWXWLRQ�LQ�KLVWRU\�WR�EULQJ�
together on equal footing Jews and Gentiles, men and women, 
slaves and free, rich and poor, black and white, and everything 
else. The church ought to be a place where human distinctions 
are respected and honored, but where what we share together 



in Christ trumps everything else. The church ought to look like 
the inside of the DMV. You go there and you’re confronted with 
an amazing cross section of humanity. You see the owner of a 
new Tesla renewing his license right alongside of a disheveled 
person who hasn’t used deodorant for a week. Sometimes we’re 
not sure we like this, but when people with every reason to di-
vide end up loving one another you know something powerful 
is at work.

And there ought to be a practical outworking of this love for one 
another. That’s what Luke describes down in verses 44–45. He 
says they had everything in common. Some of them even sold 
their property to provide for those in need. These are challenging 
verses, especially in our materialistic and individualistic culture. 
This doesn’t mean we should all sell our homes. First of all, this 
ZDV�D�YROXQWDU\�WKLQJ��,W�ZDVQłW�PDQGDWHG�E\�WKH�DSRVWOHV��:H�
know some of the believers kept their homes because that’s 
where the church met. But here’s the point: when the Spirit 
of God enters a person’s life this is the kind of thing that hap-
SHQV��0RQH\� DQG� SRVVHVVLRQV� QR� ORQJHU� GHğQH� \RX�� <RX�ZDQW�
to respond to your brothers and sisters in need. John wrote, “If 
anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in 
need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that 
person?” (1 John 3:17). 

%HFDXVH� ,�ZRUN� KHUH� DW� WKH� FKXUFK� ,� KDYH� D� ELUGłV� H\H� YLHZ�RI�
so much giving that goes on. For example, in 2014 you gave 
$123,000 to our Special Needs fund. From that we gave out 
$88,000. That money covered travel costs for a man to attend 
his brother’s out-of-state funeral, two months in a sober living 
HQYLURQPHQW�IRU�D�ZRPDQ�ğJKWLQJ�DGGLFWLRQ��UHQW�VXSSRUW�IRU�D�
mentally disabled woman. Those are just some of the ways we 
meet needs as a church, but each of us are called to demonstrate 
WKH�ORYH�RI�*RG�E\�VDFULğFLQJ�RXU�FRPIRUWV�WR�PHHW�QHHGV�

They Were a Worshipping Church
So they were a learning church and a loving church. The next 
thing is they were a worshipping church. Luke says they devoted 
themselves to “the breaking of bread and to prayer.” When 
he says the breaking of bread he’s talking about what we call 
Communion. They celebrated this in the context of a meal, called 
a love feast. When he talks about “the prayers” he’s not talking 
about private prayer but the prayers of God’s people together. 
These two things were part of their worship. Notice also down 
in verse 46 they did these things both in the temple courts and 
in their homes. So they continued to attend the formal worship 
services in the temple, but they also met informally in homes. 
,Q�ERWK�SODFHV� WKH\�ZHUH�SUDLVLQJ�*RG��7KH\łG�GR� WKDW� LQ� WKHLU�
singing and their praying. 

,Q�WKH�VDPH�ZD\��ZH�ZRUVKLS�WRJHWKHU�ERWK�ZKHQ�ZH�JDWKHU�RQ�
Sunday morning and when we gather informally in our small 
JURXS�PHHWLQJV�LQ�KRPHV��:H�VLQJ��SUD\�DQG�EUHDN�EUHDG��,�ORYH�

how it says “they ate together with glad and sincere hearts.” They 
were both joyful and genuine in their worship. At the heart of 
worship is the simple fact we’re incredibly impressed by God 
and grateful for all he’s done for us. When you’re incredibly im-
pressed by someone, you can’t help but show it. When you’re 
incredibly grateful, you have to express it. Not only are we im-
pressed by him and grateful to him, but we’re also dependent 
on him. So in our worship we praise him and give thanks, but 
we also express our needs to him in prayer. That’s what worship 
is all about. 

,�KDYH�D�GRJ�QDPHG�'DLV\��:KDW�,�ORYH�DERXW�'DLV\�LV�VKH�ZRUVKLSV�
PH��(YHU\�PRUQLQJ�ZKHQ�,�ZDNH�XS�VKH�KDV�D�FRZ��6KHłV�DOO�RYHU�
PH��:KHQ�,�FRPH�KRPH�IURP�ZRUN�LWłV�WKH�VDPH�WKLQJ��6KH�MXPSV�
up and down and wants to lick my face. There are other times 
ZKHQ�,łP�VLWWLQJ�GRZQ�DQG�UHDGLQJ�RU�ZDWFKLQJ�79��,�ORRN�GRZQ�
DQG�VKHłV�MXVW�VLWWLQJ�WKHUH��VWDULQJ�DW�PH��,WłV�OLNH�VKH�MXVW�ZDQWV�
WR�EH�ZLWK�PH��,łP�DQ�REMHFW�RI�WUHPHQGRXV�IDVFLQDWLRQ�WR�'DLV\��
Does God fascinate you? Do you jump up and down at his pres-
ence in your life? Do you enjoy those quiet moments when you 
can just be with him and stare at his face? That’s what worship is 
all about, whether it takes place here or in your own home.  

They Were a Growing Church
They were a learning church, a loving church, and a worshipping 
FKXUFK�� 7KH�QH[W� WKLQJ� VKRZV�XS� LQ� Y�� ���� ,W� VD\V�“…they were 
enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their 
number daily.” So they were also a growing church. While num-
bers aren’t the only indication of a church’s health, it’s important 
that a church grow. That’s why we have an aggressive vision. We 
want to be a church of 5,000 Christ-followers by 2020. Right 
now we think we’re at about 3,500 so we have a ways to go. 

,WłV�ZRUWK�DVNLQJ� WKH�TXHVWLRQ��+RZ�GRHV�D� FKXUFK�JURZ"�3DUW�
of it is what Luke says right here—a church grows by “enjoying 
the favor of all the people.” That means the early believers still 
rubbed shoulders with people in their community. They didn’t 
VHYHU�UHODWLRQVKLSV�ZLWK�XQEHOLHYHUV��,łP�VXUH�WKH\�WULHG�WR�PHHW�
the needs of those outside the church as well as within it. That’s 
why we do this thing called LoveWorks, where we go out to 
serve the community in the name of Jesus. People today view 
Christians as judgmental, hypocritical, intolerant and narrow 
minded. We don’t have a lot of favor with the people. Some of 
that’s inevitable because of the truth we believe, but when we go 
out, asking for nothing and simply serving, that goes a long way. 

But notice there’s something else at work here. Luke is careful 
to say “the Lord added to their number daily those who were 
EHLQJ� VDYHG�ń�:KR�GLG� LW"�7KH�/RUG�� ,WłV� WKH� /RUGłV� MRE� WR� VDYH�
people. We can do all kinds of things to draw a crowd here. We 
can have great music and a cool vibe but that’s not enough. We 
need God to act. We need the Lord to work in people’s hearts. 
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Remember how the people who heard Peter’s message were cut 
to the heart? Only the Lord can do that. 

,�KDG�D�PDQ�FRPH�VHH�PH�D� IHZ�ZHHNV�DJR��+HłV�FRPH�WR�RXU�
church off and on for several years, but never really bought in. 
+HłG�ğQDOO\�FRPH�WR�D�SODFH�ZKHUH�KH�IHOW�LW�PDGH�VHQVH�WR�KLP�
and wanted to know what to do about it. We talked and it was 
REYLRXV�*RG�ZDV� DW�ZRUN� LQ�KLV� KHDUW�� 6R� ,� DVNHG�KLP�� Ń:KDW�
would keep you from making the decision right now to trust 
-HVXV�DV�\RXU�6DYLRU"ń�+H�VDLG��Ń,�FDQłW�WKLQN�RI�DQ\WKLQJ�ń�6R�ZH�
ERZHG�RXU�KHDGV�DQG�KH�SUD\HG�WR�UHFHLYH�&KULVW��,W�ZDV�EHDX-
WLIXO��%XW��LW�ZDVQłW�PH��*LYLQJ�FUHGLW�WR�PH�ZRXOG�EH�OLNH�JLYLQJ�
credit to a grape picker for the grapes. We don’t make the grapes. 
We just wait until they’re ready to fall off the vine.

That’s how the church grows. People like us are out in the com-
munity meeting needs and sharing Christ. When God works in 
VRPHRQHłV�KHDUW�WKH\�DVN��:KDW�VKDOO�,�GR"�:H�WHOO�WKHP��7KH\�
repent and believe and the Lord adds to our number those who 
DUH�EHLQJ�VDYHG��,W�GRHVQłW�VD\�WKH�/RUG�DGGHG�WKHLU�QXPEHU�GDLO\�
those who were attending church. Any church can put on a 
show and get people to attend. The Lord added to their number 
those who were being saved, and only God can do that.

One of the things we learn from the whole description of the 
church is the church isn’t a place you just “go to” once a week. 
We talk about going to church like we talk about going to the 
mall or the market. The early Christians didn’t talk about going 
to church. They lived the church. They were the church. Church 

wasn’t a weekly snack to boost their spiritual energy; it was an 
LQWUDYHQRXV�ĠRZ�RI�VSLULWXDO�OLIH��$QG�LW�FHUWDLQO\�ZDVQłW�RSWLRQDO��
it was an integral part of being saved. 

God uses this odd thing called the church to show the world his 
power, love and grace. But how’s that possible? How is it God’s 
great humiliation, the church, can be used to storm the gates of 
hell? Believe it or not, the answer isn’t to just mimic the things 
the early church did. This isn’t just a prescription for a successful 
church. Remember, these are just people. Even when broken and 
sinful people do the right things they mess things up. The answer 
is the Spirit of God.

The Spirit of God came at Pentecost, and he’s never left his 
church. The Spirit of God cut the hearts of those who heard 
Peter’s sermon, and he’s been piercing hearts ever since. The 
Spirit of God came into their lives when they believed, causing 
self absorbed people to want to learn, love, worship and bear 
witness. That’s what we need today. We need more of the Spirit 
RI�*RG��+HłV�KHUH�EXW�,�ZDQW�KLP�WR�KDYH�PRUH�RI�XV��WR�ğOO�XV��
UXOH�XV�DQG�OHDG�XV��,QYLWH�KLP�WR�GR�WKDW��ZLOO�\RX"�'HWHUPLQH�
QRW�WR�TXHQFK�KLP�RU�JULHYH�KLP��%H�ğOOHG�ZLWK�WKH�6SLULW��:DON�
E\� WKH�6SLULW��'HSHQG�RQ� WKH�6SLULW�� ,I�ZH�GR� WKDW��QRWKLQJ�FDQ�
VWRS�XV��QRW�HYHQ�WKH�JDWHV�RI�KHOO�
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