
On June 29th, this past summer, my family set out for a 21-day, 
5000 mile journey across the country in a 40’ long RV. Some 
ZHUH�MHDORXV�RI�RXU�WULS��PRVW�WKRXJKW�ZH�ZHUH�FUD]\��2XU�ğUVW�
major stop was Yellowstone National Park. One day we drove 
from Fishing Bridge to Tower Junction, which is about 30 miles 
of slow going, single lane, high altitude climbing, twists and 
turns. In a car, it’s not a problem. In a huge RV it became one 
of the scariest things I’ve ever done! The top of the summit, Mt. 
Washburn, is 10,000 feet. On our descent, being a rookie RV 
driver, I relied heavily on the brakes to slow down and main-
WDLQ�VSHHG��(YHU\WKLQJ�ZDV�JRLQJ�ğQH�XQWLO�ZLWKRXW�ZDUQLQJ�WKH�
EUDNH�OLJKW�VWDUWHG�ĠDVKLQJ�RQ�WKH�GDVKERDUG�DQG�,�LQVWDQWO\�ORVW�
power to the brakes. As I pushed on the brakes, the pedal buried 
LWVHOI�LQWR�WKH�ĠRRUERDUG��0\�KHDUW�VXQN�LQWR�P\�VWRPDFK��P\�
adrenaline shot through the roof as I realized we were going 
to either crash, die, or crash and die! Thankfully, and I would 
say miraculously, this all happened at just the perfect time. We 
KDG�MXVW�JRWWHQ�WR�D�ĠDW�DUHD�RQ�WKH�RWKHU�VLGH�RI�WKH�PRXQWDLQ��
and I was able to coast, in low gear, to a gas station. With sweat 
streaming down my face, I slammed the RV in park and let out 
a huge sigh of relief. After the brakes cooled down, we were 
good to go.

Despite almost dying, our summer RV trip will be one of the 
greatest memories I will have with my family. It was an incred-
ible journey of discovery. We saw new places, old friends, we 
broke down twice, ate great food, spent lots of time with our 
kids, and enjoyed just how beautiful our country really is. I also 
discovered that most likely, we will never drive that far in an RV 
ever again. It was exhausting!

Twenty years ago, I began what I would call a spiritual journey 
of discovery. I didn’t grow up in a Christian home and never 
thought I would become a pastor. My mother battled drug ad-
diction most of my childhood, my father was out of the picture, 
so my grandparents helped raise my brother and me. In high 
school I began to think about God, religion, and my purpose in 
life. I started to wonder if there really was a God and if so, what, 
if anything, did he want from me? That spiritual journey eventu-
ally led me to discover and follow Jesus Christ. 

This morning we are going to look at another journey of dis-
covery found in the Gospel of Luke. It’s both a literal journey from 
Jerusalem to a town called Emmaus and it’s a spiritual journey 
of two people coming to know Jesus Christ personally. In this 

story we are going to see three steps someone must take if they 
are going to discover the real Jesus. In this journey, two people 
start with their eyes blinded to Jesus. In the end, they will see 
him clearly for who he really is. We will see how spiritually blind 
people come to see and make the most important discovery of 
all. Turn with me to Luke 24:13–24.

Now that same day two of them were going to a 
village called Emmaus, about seven miles from 
Jerusalem. They were talking with each other 
about everything that had happened. As they 
talked and discussed these things with each other, 
Jesus himself came up and walked along with 
them; but they were kept from recognizing him.

He asked them, “What are you discussing together 
as you walk along?”

They stood still, their faces downcast. One of them, 
named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you the only one 
visiting Jerusalem who does not know the things 
that have happened there in these days?”

“What things?” he asked.

“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was 
a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God 
and all the people. The chief priests and our rulers 
handed him over to be sentenced to death, and 
WKH\�FUXFLğHG�KLP��EXW�ZH�KDG�KRSHG�WKDW�KH�ZDV�
the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what 
is more, it is the third day since all this took place. 
In addition, some of our women amazed us. They 
went to the tomb early this morning but didn’t 
ğQG�KLV�ERG\��7KH\�FDPH�DQG�WROG�XV�WKDW�WKH\�KDG�
seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. Then 
some of our companions went to the tomb and 
found it just as the women had said, but they did 
not see Jesus.”

First Step: Discovery of Your Misconceptions
7KH�ğUVW�VWHS�VRPHRQH�PXVW�WDNH�LQ�D�OLIH�FKDQJLQJ�MRXUQH\�LV�D�
discovery of your misconceptions. Let’s face it, we all have ideas 
about God that are simply not true. In this story, there are two 
travelers. One of them is Cleopas, the other is unnamed. Maybe 
it’s a friend. Maybe it’s his wife. We don’t know. These two are 
Jews and early followers of Jesus who had come to Jerusalem 
for the Passover. It’s now Sunday and they are walking home in 
a state of confusion and sadness. They are disheartened because 
of “everything that had happened.” Jesus of Nazareth had been 
arrested and brutally murdered on a cross. Jesus died and their 

Easter | series: The Story

Central 
Peninsula
Church

…to make and mature more followers of Christ

Easter: A Journey of Discovery

Luke 24:13–35

Rob Hall

April 5, 2015



hopes and dreams of Jesus redeeming Israel had died with him. 
Maybe some of you are disappointed with God today. You ex-
pected him to do something in your life and he hasn’t. Maybe 
God hasn’t lived up to your ideas about him. That’s how these 
two felt. 

As they went traveled home, a stranger appeared and walked 
along with them. It would have been completely normal for a 
fellow traveler to join others, so the two think nothing of it. We 
are told by Luke that the stranger was Jesus but they were kept 
them from recognizing him. God had a purpose in blinding their 
eyes from reality. Jesus asked them, “What are you guys talking 
about?” At that point the two stop and with great sadness re-
spond, “Seriously, you don’t know what happened in Jerusalem? 
Like, wow, everyone is talking about the things that happened. 
Videos have gone viral, tweets about Jesus are trending, and it’s 
on all the local news stations. Where have you been buddy?” 
Jesus, politely asked, “What things?”

In their pain and confusion, Jesus is with them. He lovingly seeks 
to draw them out by asking them questions. In his ministry, Jesus 
often did that. His favorite tactic was to answer a question with 
another question. He was the master at getting people to think 
for themselves. Questions force us to come to grips with where 
we are at. Here, Jesus wanted them to voice their own miscon-
ceptions about Jesus. One of the best ways I learn anything is 
when I discover the answer for myself. Self discovery is one of 
the best ways to learn. That’s what happening to these two.

All through the story of the Bible, God often asked people ques-
tions so that they can come to discover God for themselves. After 
Adam and Eve disobey God in the Garden of Eden, God comes 
along and asks, “Where are you?” He knew they were hiding, 
but God wanted them to realize the seriousness of their deci-
sion. They fess up and say they hid because they were naked. So 
God asked them another question, “Who told you that you were 
naked?” Years later, the prophet Elijah was hiding in a cave, on 
the run from Jezebel, and God said, “What are you doing here?” 
One day Jesus was walking through a crowd and suddenly turns 
around and says, “Who touched me?” Even though hundreds 
were touching Jesus, this touch was different. A woman who 
KDG�EHHQ�EOHHGLQJ�IRU����\HDUV�IHDUIXOO\�UHSOLHG��Ń,W�ZDV�PH�ń�bb

In our story two people are asked by Jesus to explain what they 
believe and what they saw in Jerusalem. What we see in their 
response are clear misconceptions of who Jesus was and what 
he came to do. They said, “Jesus was a prophet.” That is true, 
but Jesus was much more than a prophet. He was a priest, king, 
Messiah, Savior and Lord. They said the religious rulers cruci-
ğHG�-HVXV��$JDLQ��QRW�WKH�ZKROH�WUXWK��7KH�GHDWK�RI�-HVXV�FRXOG�
also be blamed on Pontius Pilate, Rome, the crowds who yelled 
“crucify him,” and even Judas who betrayed him. They also didn’t 
understand Jesus’ mission. They had hoped Jesus would redeem 

Israel. In their mind the Messiah would be a conquering king 
who would come to power, overthrow Rome, and make Israel 
a mighty nation again. What Cleopas and the other failed to re-
member are the countless prophecies about how the Messiah 
would do this through his suffering and death. They also men-
tion early reports about the empty tomb. They tell Jesus about 
KRZ�VRPH�ZRPHQ�IRXQG�WKH�WRPE�HPSW\�DQG�LW�ZDV�FRQğUPHG�
by others as well. Amazingly, they, didn’t believe in the resurrec-
tion either! Their eyes have not been opened. 

As the two continued to speak, Jesus listened well. What we 
see are two people discouraged, confused about what really 
happened, and lacking in faith. Look how Jesus responded in 
verses 25–27,

He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how 
slow to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 
Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and 
then enter his glory?” And beginning with Moses 
and all the Prophets, he explained to them what 
was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.

Can you imagine what it must have been like to have a Bible 
study with Jesus? To have him open the Old Testament and 
show you how it’s all about him? I am dying to know what 
Scriptures Jesus read with them. Did he start with Genesis, move 
to Deuteronomy and end in Isaiah? We don’t know. Could you 
share your faith in Jesus without using the New Testament? I 
don’t think many can. 

Let me do a little experiment with you. I’m going to read some-
thing from the Bible:

He was despised and rejected by mankind,

�bbbD�PDQ�RI�VXIIHULQJ��DQG�IDPLOLDU�ZLWK�SDLQ�

/LNH�RQH�IURP�ZKRP�SHRSOH�KLGH�WKHLU�IDFHV

�bbbKH�ZDV�GHVSLVHG��DQG�ZH�KHOG�KLP�LQ�ORZ�HVWHHP�

6XUHO\�KH�WRRN�XS�RXU�SDLQ

�bbbDQG�ERUH�RXU�VXIIHULQJ�

\HW�ZH�FRQVLGHUHG�KLP�SXQLVKHG�E\�*RG�

�bbbVWULFNHQ�E\�KLP��DQG�DIĠLFWHG�

%XW�KH�ZDV�SLHUFHG�IRU�RXU�WUDQVJUHVVLRQV�

�bbbKH�ZDV�FUXVKHG�IRU�RXU�LQLTXLWLHV�

WKH�SXQLVKPHQW�WKDW�EURXJKW�XV�SHDFH�ZDV�RQ�KLP�

�bbbDQG�E\�KLV�ZRXQGV�ZH�DUH�KHDOHG�

:H�DOO��OLNH�VKHHS��KDYH�JRQH�DVWUD\�

�bbbHDFK�RI�XV�KDV�WXUQHG�WR�RXU�RZQ�ZD\�

DQG�WKH�/RUG�KDV�ODLG�RQ�KLP

�bbbWKH�LQLTXLW\�RI�XV�DOO�

+H�ZDV�RSSUHVVHG�DQG�DIĠLFWHG�

�bbb\HW�KH�GLG�QRW�RSHQ�KLV�PRXWK�

KH�ZDV�OHG�OLNH�D�ODPE�WR�WKH�VODXJKWHU�



�bbbDQG�DV�D�VKHHS�EHIRUH�LWV�VKHDUHUV�LV�VLOHQW�

�bbbVR�KH�GLG�QRW�RSHQ�KLV�PRXWK�

Who is that talking about? It’s clearly about Jesus. That is the 
Prophet Isaiah (Isa. 53), writing 700 years before the birth of 
-HVXV�&KULVW�DQG�����\HDUV�EHIRUH�ZH�KDYH�WKH�ğUVW�KLVWRULFDO�UH-
FRUG�RI�DQ\RQH�EHLQJ�FUXFLğHG�� -HVXV�ZDQWHG� WKHP�WR� VHH�DQG�
believe, from the Scriptures, who Jesus is and understand why 
he came to suffer and die. This brings us to the second step of 
a life changing spiritual journey—a discovery of the Scriptures. 

Second Step: Discovery of the Scriptures
Why did Jesus keep these two from recognizing him? I didn’t 
know that answer until this week. Jesus wanted them to discover 
the real Jesus from the Bible themselves. Through a complete 
and accurate understanding of the Scriptures, they came to faith 
in Jesus. Think about it, Jesus could have said initially, “Hey guys, 
,�DP�-HVXV��WKH�JX\�\RX�DUH�WDONLQJ�DERXW��,łP�DOLYH��KL�ğYH�ń�%XW�
he didn’t. Even if he did, we don’t know if they would have be-
lieved him anyway. By not revealing himself to them, Jesus was 
preparing the early church to rely solely on the Scriptures for 
faith in Jesus. This is so important because the early church and 
Christians today only have the Scriptures and the Holy Spirit to 
bear witness to Christ. We don’t have Jesus physically walking 
around, teaching and performing miracles. All Scripture reveals 
who Jesus is. Every story whispers his name. God uses it today 
to open the eyes of those who do not yet know him. Apostle 
Paul told us, “Consequently faith comes from hearing the mes-
sage, and the message is heard through the word about Christ” 
(Rom. 10:17).

Lee Strobel was an atheist and legal editor of the &KLFDJR�7ULEXQH�
in the late 80’s and early 90’s. His wife had recently become a 
Christian and Strobel didn’t like it. He thought the idea of God 
was stupid. So he set out to disprove his wife’s new faith. He 
meticulously read the Bible and considered the claims of Christ 
hoping to disprove it. Here is what he writes:

“I did that for a year and nine months until November the 8th 
of 1991, and on that day I realized that, in light of the torrent of 
HYLGHQFH�ĠRZLQJ�LQ�WKH�GLUHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�WUXWK�RI�&KULVWLDQLW\�� LW�
would require more faith for me to maintain my atheism than 
to become a Christian. Because to be an atheist I would have to 
swim upstream against this torrent of evidence pointing toward 
the truth of Jesus Christ. And I couldn’t do that. I was trained 
in journalism and law to respond to truth. And so on that day, I 
received Jesus Christ as my forgiver, and as my leader.

“And, just like with my wife, my life began to change. Over 
time my values, my character, the purpose of my life began to 
be transformed over time in a way that, as I look back, I can’t 
imagine staying on the path I was on compared to the adventure 
DQG�WKH�IXOğOOPHQW�DQG�WKH�MR\�RI�IROORZLQJ�-HVXV�&KULVW�ń

The discovery of the Scriptures is absolutely essential to an 
KRQHVW� b GLVFRYHU\� RI� -HVXV�&KULVW�� /HH� 6WUREHO� WRRN� D� \HDU� DQG�
nine months to do that. You might say, “Well, if Jesus would just 
appear to me, like these two, then I’d believe.” No you wouldn’t. 
There were plenty of people who lived during Jesus’ day who 
saw him do miracles, heard him teach and still didn’t believe. 
Jesus told Thomas, after he had touched the nailed pierced 
hands of his resurrected body, “Because you have seen me, you 
have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 
believed” (John 20:29). Believed what? Believed the Scriptures. 

Third Step: Discovery of the Risen Christ
7KH�ğQDO�DQG�WKLUG�VWHS�RI�D�OLIH�FKDQJLQJ�VSLULWXDO�MRXUQH\�LV�WKH�
discovery of the risen Christ. Let’s read verses 28–35,

As they approached the village to which they were 
going, Jesus continued on as if he were going far-
ther. But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, 
for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.” So 
he went in to stay with them.

When he was at the table with them, he took 
bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it 
to them. Then their eyes were opened and they 
recognized him, and he disappeared from their 
sight. They asked each other, “Were not our hearts 
burning within us while he talked with us on the 
road and opened the Scriptures to us?”

They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. 
There they found the Eleven and those with them, 
assembled together and saying, “It is true! The 
Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.” Then 
the two told what had happened on the way, and 
how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke 
the bread.

The two men reach their destination, Emmaus, and urge Jesus 
to stay with them. Hospitality was very important in those days 
and allowing a fellow traveler to continue would have been 
unimaginable, especially as it was nearly evening. They went 
home, opened a bottle of wine and baked some bread. Around 
the dinner table, Jesus took the bread, gave thanks, broke it and 
gave it to them. At that moment their eyes were opened and they 
recognized Jesus. Did they see the scars on his hands as he broke 
the bread? Did they remember the feeding of the 5000 and the 
last supper? No doubt, God was working in them, allowing them 
WR�ğQDOO\�VHH�DQG�H[SHULHQFH�WKH�ULVHQ�&KULVW�IRU�WKHPVHOYHV��$QG�
as soon as they recognized Jesus, he disappeared. 

Finally it all made sense to them. The reports of the empty tomb 
were accurate. Jesus was alive and appeared to them in person. 
Looking at each other they said, “That’s why our hearts were 
burning inside of us! It was Jesus who shared the Scriptures 
with us!” The two disciples couldn’t contain their excitement 
and left immediately to Jerusalem. This would have been an-
other long (7 mile), dangerous journey (traveling at night was 
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�ŕ������&HQWUDO�3HQLQVXOD�&KXUFK�1RUWK��6DQ�%UXQR��&$
&DWDORJ��1R������ŋ��1��

not recommended), all to share about the resurrection of Jesus. 
7KH\�JHW�EDFN�WR�-HUXVDOHP��bğQG�WKH�GLVFLSOHV�DQG�KHDU�UHSRUWV�
that Jesus has also appeared to Simon Peter as well. Finally they 
get to share their story. Hope is welling up inside of them again. 
Jesus really is alive. And suddenly, “While they were still talking 
about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, 
“Peace be with you” (Luke 24:36).

We are all on a journey of discovery and the greatest discovery is 
to recognize the risen Christ. Where are you at on this journey? 
What misconceptions do you have about Jesus? Like the two, are 
you discouraged and disillusioned with God? Your next step is to 
seriously study the Scriptures for yourself. Maybe some of you 
DUH�VWDUWLQJ�WR�GLVFRYHU�WKH�6FULSWXUHV�DOUHDG\��)RU�WKH�ğUVW�WLPH�
in your life you are considering the Scriptures with an open mind. 

Maybe you’re beyond those two discoveries, and like the two you 
need to invite Jesus to stay and share a meal with you. Have you 
made the discovery of the risen Christ? Have you placed your 
trust in him? Has your heart burned for him?

There is a tension here between our work and God’s work. We 
need to discover Jesus for ourselves and at the same time, God 
needs to open our eyes to the resurrected Jesus. For those of us 
who have done that, who have placed our faith in Jesus, then like 
the two, we need to continue to share with others the risen Christ.

Knowing and following Jesus is a life changing journey of dis-
covery. Where are you on the road? Where do you want to go?

7KLV�PDQXVFULSW�UHSUHVHQWV�WKH�EXON�RI�ZKDW�ZDV�SUHDFKHG�DW�&3&��)RU�IXUWKHU�GHWDLO��
SOHDVH�UHIHU�WR�WKH�DXGLR�UHFRUGLQJ�RI�WKLV�VHUPRQ�


