
Lynn and I do a fair amount of premarital counseling and we 
DOZD\V�WU\�WR�FRYHU�KRZ�WR�UHVROYH�FRQĠLFW�DV�D�FRXSOH��2QH�RI�WKH�
PRVW�REYLRXV�WKLQJV�KHDOWK\�FRXSOHV�GR�LV�GHDO�ZLWK�FRQĠLFW�LQ-
VWHDG�RI�MXVW�DYRLGLQJ�LW��7KHUH�DUH�VRPH�FRXSOHV�ZKR�MXVW�QHYHU�
deal with their issues because it’s too painful, but even though 
you may keep the peace, when you do that you always lose the 
RSSRUWXQLW\� WR� JURZ� DQG� OHDUQ�� ,Q� D� VHQVH�� \RXU� UHODWLRQVKLS�
VWDJQDWHV��/RYHUV�UHDOO\�GR�TXDUUHO�

When we put our trust in Jesus Christ, we enter into a relation-
VKLS�ZLWK�KLP��,WłV�D�VDFUHG�URPDQFH��,Q�IDFW��PDQ\�WLPHV�RXU�UH-
ODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�*RG�LV�GHSLFWHG�LQ�WKH�%LEOH�DV�D�PDUULDJH��$QG�
MXVW�DV� LQ�D�PDUULDJH�� WKHUH�DUH� WLPHV�ZKHQ� ORYHUV�TXDUUHO�DQG�
things go wrong; when communication breaks down; when is-
VXHV�DULVH�WKDW�KDYH�WR�EH�GHDOW�ZLWK��

:H� FRPH� WRGD\� WR� WKH� ODVW� FKDSWHU� RI� 7KH� 6WRU\� LQ� WKH� 2OG�
7HVWDPHQW��:KHQ� WKH�VWRU\�RI� WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�HQGV� WKHUHłV�
VRPHWKLQJ�RI� D� ORYHUłV� TXDUUHO� JRLQJ�RQ�EHWZHHQ�*RG� DQG�KLV�
SHRSOH�� /HW�PH�JLYH�\RX�VRPH�EDFNJURXQG�� -HUXVDOHP�ZDV�GH-
VWUR\HG�DQG�*RGłV�SHRSOH�ZHUH�WDNHQ�LQWR�H[LOH�LQ�%DE\ORQ��7KLV�
exile lasted for 70 years, ending when Babylon fell to the Persian 
.LQJ��&\UXV�WKH�*UHDW��+H�DOORZHG�WKH�-HZV�WR�UHWXUQ�WR�-HUXVDOHP�
DQG�UHEXLOG� WKH�WHPSOH��%XW� WKH�-HZLVK�SHRSOH�GLGQłW� UHWXUQ� LQ�
RQH�ELJ�KDSS\�WKURQJ��6HYHUDO�JURXSV�VWUDJJOHG�EDFN�IURP�DERXW�
����%&��WR�����%&��7KH�ğUVW�JURXS�IRXQG�WKH�FLW\�RI�-HUXVDOHP�LQ�
UXLQV��7KH\�VWDUWHG� WR�EXLOG� WKH� WHPSOH��EXW�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�VRRQ�
ODJJHG�� 7KHQ� WKH�SURSKHW�+DJJDL� FDPH�DORQJ� DQG� VSXUUHG� WKH�
SURMHFW� WRZDUG� FRPSOHWLRQ�� 7KH� WHPSOH� ZDV� ğQLVKHG� DURXQG�
the time that a priest named Ezra led another group back from 
3HUVLD��7KHQ��ğQDOO\��WKH�ODVW�JURXS�UHWXUQHG�� OHG�E\�1HKHPLDK��
+LV�PDLQ�MRE�ZDV�WR�UHEXLOG�WKH�ZDOOV�DURXQG�-HUXVDOHP�

,W�ZDV� GXULQJ�1HKHPLDKłV� WLPH� D� JX\�QDPHG�0DODFKL� VKRZHG�
XS��+H�ZDV�D�SURSKHW��+LV�QDPH�PHDQV�ŃP\�PHVVHQJHU�ń�:HłYH�
learned by now whenever a prophet shows up he usually has 
D�ERQH� WR�SLFN�ZLWK� WKH� ,VUDHOLWHV��7KH\łUH�XVXDOO\� LQ�D� VWDWH�RI�
PRUDO� DQG� VSLULWXDO� GHFOLQH�� :KHQ� 0DODFKL� VKRZHG� XS�� WKH�
Jewish people had grown apathetic in their relationship with 
*RG��$�NLQG�RI�VSLULWXDO�PDODLVH�VHW�LQ��7KH�SDVVLRQDWH�UHODWLRQ-
VKLS�*RG�ZDQWHG� WR�KDYH�ZLWK� WKHP�KDG� FRROHG�� 7KH�ğUH�ZDV�
JRQH��7KH\�ZHUH�VSLULWXDOO\�ERUHG�DQG�EHFDPH�FDUHOHVV� LQ�WKHLU�
ZDON�ZLWK�*RG���

6R�0DODFKL�FRPHV�DORQJ�DQG�FRQIURQWV�WKH�LVVXHV�KHDG�RQ��+LV�
ERRN�LV�HDV\�WR�ğQG��LWłV�WKH�ODVW�LQ�WKH�HQWLUH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW��$IWHU�
*RG�VSHDNV�WKURXJK�0DODFKL�KH�ZRQłW�VSHDN�DJDLQ�IRU�����\HDUV�

    

Questioning God’s Love
%\�WKH�ZD\�KH�VWDUWV�RXW�\RX�FDQ�VHH�LWłV�DOO�DERXW�UHODWLRQVKLS��$V�
,�VDLG��WKLV�LV�D�ORYHUłV�TXDUUHO��/RRN�DW����ŋ��

“I have loved you,” says the Lord.

“But you ask, ‘How have you loved us?’

“Was not Esau Jacob’s brother?” declares the Lord. 
“Yet I have loved Jacob, but Esau I have hated, and 
I have turned his hill country into a wasteland and 
left his inheritance to the desert jackals.”

*RG�RSHQV�ZLWK�D�GHFODUDWLRQ��Ń,�KDYH�ORYHG�\RX�ń�7KDWłV�DOZD\V�
ZKHUH�*RG�VWDUWV��+H�GRHVQłW�VWDUW�ZLWK�KRZ�EDGO\�\RXłYH�PHVVHG�
XS�RU�ŃGR�WKLV�DQG�GR�WKDW�ń�+H�VWDUWV�ZLWK�Ń,�KDYH�ORYHG�\RX�ń�%XW�
WKH�SHRSOH�DUHQłW�FRQYLQFHG��7KH\�DVN��Ń+RZ�KDYH�\RX�ORYHG�XV"ń�
Behind this is a what-have-you-done-for-me-lately kind of at-
WLWXGH�� ,WłV� OLNH�� Ń,I� \RX� ORYHG�PH�� ,�ZRXOGQłW�KDYH� ORVW�P\� MRE�ń�
2U�Ń,I�\RX�ORYHG�PH��P\�KXVEDQG�ZRXOGQłW�KDYH�OHIW�ń�%XW�*RG�
GRHVQłW�JHW� LQWR�WKDW�� ,QVWHDG��KH�GLJV�EDFN�LQWR�WKH�EHJLQQLQJV�
RI�KLV�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�WKHP��7KH\�ZHUH�GHVFHQGDQWV�RI�-DFRE��
VR�KH�UHPLQGV�WKHP��Ń,�KDYH�ORYHG�-DFRE�EXW�(VDX�,�KDYH�KDWHG�ń�
7KLV�ERWKHUV�XV��+RZ�FDQ�*RG�KDWH�DQ\RQH"�7KDWłV�QRW�IDLU��%XW�
ŃKDWHń� LV� D� UHODWLYH� WHUP� KHUH�� ,Q� WKH� +HEUHZ� ODQJXDJH� ŃKDWHń�
can simply mean to be the one not�FKRVHQ��*RG�LV�MXVW�VD\LQJ��Ń,�
chose Jacob’s descendants to be my people through whom the 
0HVVLDK�ZRXOG�FRPH��QRW�(VDX�DQG�KLV�GHVFHQGDQWV�ń�2I�FRXUVH��
we also know Esau chose to walk away from God and God al-
ORZHG�KLP�WR�PDNH�WKDW�FKRLFH��-DFRE�ZDV�IDU�IURP�SHUIHFW��WRR��
EXW�KH�ZDV�PRUH� UHVSRQVLYH� WR�*RG��:HłUH� WDONLQJ�KHUH�DERXW�
WKH�P\VWHU\�RI�GLYLQH�HOHFWLRQ�� ,WłV�GLIğFXOW� WR�XQUDYHO��EXW� WKH�
SRLQW�LV�*RG�VD\V��Ń+HUHłV�WDQJLEOH�SURRI�WKDW�,łYH�ORYHG�\RX��EXW�
\RXłUH�GRXEWLQJ�P\�ORYH�ń��

6RPHWLPHV�ZH�GRXEW�KLV�ORYH��:H�DVN�*RG��Ń+RZ�KDYH�\RX�ORYHG�
XV"ń�0D\EH�ZH�IHHO�KHłV�FKHDWHG�XV�LQ�VRPH�ZD\��%XW��DJDLQ��*RG�
GLJV�LQWR�WKH�SDVW�DQG�VD\V��Ń+HUHłV�WDQJLEOH�SURRI�RI�P\�ORYH��,�
FKRVH�\RX��,�VHQW�P\�RQO\�6RQ�WR�EHDU�WKH�SHQDOW\�IRU�\RXU�VLQ��,�
RSHQHG�\RXU�H\HV�DQG�GUHZ�\RX�QHDU�DQG�QRZ�\RXłUH�PLQH�ń�,WłV�
JRRG� IRU�XV� WR�HYDOXDWH�RXU� ORYH� UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�*RG��:KHQ�
ZH�GULIW�DZD\�IURP�*RG�ZH�EHJLQ�WR�GRXEW�KLV�ORYH��'R�\RX�IHHO�
VHFXUH� LQ�KLV� ORYH"�'R�\RX�ZDNH�XS� LQ�WKH�PRUQLQJ�UHOLHYHG�WR�
UHPHPEHU�KH� ORYHV� \RX"�:KHQ� ,� EHFDPH� D�&KULVWLDQ� WKH� LGHD�
that overwhelmed me the most was I was loved and nothing I 
FRXOG�HYHU�GR�ZRXOG�FKDQJH�WKDW�� ,W�ZDV�WKDW�ZKLFK�FRPSHOOHG�
PH�WR�FKDQJH��,W�ZDVQłW�WKH�RWKHU�ZD\�DURXQG��,W�ZDVQłW��Ń,I�\RX�
FKDQJH��WKHQ�,łOO�ORYH�\RX�ń�7KDWłV�UHOLJLRQ��7KH�JRVSHO�LV�Ń+H�ORYHV�
PH��WKHUHIRUH�,�ZDQW�WR�FKDQJH��,�FDQ�FKDQJH�ń
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With that God deals with several areas where they’ve been un-
IDLWKIXO�WR�KLP��$JDLQ��KHłV�GRLQJ�WKLV�QRW�EHFDXVH�KHłV�UHMHFWLQJ�
WKHP�EXW�EHFDXVH�KH�ZDQWV� WKHP�WR�UHWXUQ�WR�KLP�� ,Q�FKDSWHU�
3 he even says, “Return to me, and I will return to you”��Y������
7KRVH�DUH�WHQGHU�ZRUGV��*RG�LQYLWHV�UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ��EXW�ZH�QHHG�
WR�NQRZ�ZKDW�WKDW�ORRNV�OLNH��6R�*RG�SRLQWV�RXW�VHYHUDO�WKLQJV�ZH�
QHHG�WR�GHDO�ZLWK��,łP�MXVW�JRLQJ�WR�KDYH�XV�ORRN�DW�WZR�RI�WKHP�
EHFDXVH�,�ğQG�WKHVH�WZR�WKLQJV�VR�UHOHYDQW�IRU�RXU�RZQ�OLYHV�

Unfaithfulness in Marriage
7KH�ğUVW�KDV�WR�GR�ZLWK�RXU�ORYH�OLIH�DQG�PDUULDJH��:H�WKLQN�WKH�
institution of marriage is in trouble today, but it was in trouble in 
0DODFKLłV�GD\�DV�ZHOO��/RRN�ZKDW�KH�VD\V�LQ�FKDSWHU���

Judah has been unfaithful. A detestable thing 
has been committed in Israel and in Jerusalem: 
Judah has desecrated the sanctuary the Lord loves 
by marrying women who worship a foreign god. 
As for the man who does this, whoever he may 
be, may the Lord remove him from the tents of 
Jacob—even though he brings an offering to the 
Lord Almighty (verses 11–12).

+H�PHQWLRQV�XQIDLWKIXOQHVV�KHUH��7KH\�ZHUH�EHLQJ�XQIDLWKIXO�WR�
*RG�DQG�WR�RQH�DQRWKHU��7KLV�FDPH�RXW�PRVWO\��DV�LW�GRHV�ZLWK�XV��
LQ�WKHLU�ORYH�OLIH��

)LUVW��WKH�PHQ�RI�,VUDHO�ZHUH�PDUU\LQJ�IRUHLJQ�ZRPHQ��7KH�LVVXH�
KHUH�LVQłW�UDFH��*RG�LVQłW�FRQFHUQHG�DERXW�EORRGOLQHV��*RG�FUHDWHG�
DOO�UDFHV�DQG�KDV�QR�SUREOHP�ZLWK�LQWHUUDFLDO�PDUULDJHV��7KH�LVVXH�
LV�IDLWK��*RG�KDG�WROG�KLV�SHRSOH�WR�PDUU\�ZLWKLQ�WKHLU�IDLWK��RWKHU-
ZLVH�WKHLU�RZQ�KHDUWV�ZRXOG�EH�OHG�DVWUD\�WR�ZRUVKLS�RWKHU�JRGV��

7KH�VDPH�SULQFLSOH�LV�FDUULHG�IRUZDUG�LQ�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW��,Q���
Corinthians Paul says, “Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. 

For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or 

what fellowship can light have with darkness? What harmony 

is there between Christ and Belial? Or what does a believer have 

in common with an unbeliever? What agreement is there be-

tween the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the 

living God” ���&RU���������D���:H�GRQłW�VHH�D�ORW�RI�\RNHV�KHUH�LQ�
WKH�%D\�$UHD��EXW�WU\�WR�YLVXDOL]H�ZKDW�ZRXOG�KDSSHQ�LI�D�IDUPHU�
\RNHG�WRJHWKHU��VD\��D�FRZ�DQG�D�GRQNH\��7KH�KHDY\�ZRRGHQ�\RNH��
designed to harness the strength of the team, would be askew, 
as the animals are of different heights, weights, walk at different 
VSHHGV�DQG�ZLWK�GLIIHUHQW�JDLWV��7KH�\RNH��LQVWHDG�RI�KDUQHVVLQJ�
the power of the team to complete the task, would rub and chafe 
both�DQLPDOV��VLQFH�WKH�ORDG�ZRXOG�EH�GLVWULEXWHG�XQHTXDOO\��$Q�
XQHTXDO�PDUULDJH�LVQłW�MXVW�XQZLVH�IRU�WKH�&KULVWLDQ��LWłV�DOVR�XQ-
fair to the non-Christian, and will end up being a trial for them 
ERWK�

:H� FDQ� TXRWH� D� SDVVDJH� OLNH� WKLV� XQWLO�ZHłUH� EOXH� LQ� WKH� IDFH��
but when someone has already allowed their heart to become 
attached to a person outside the faith, it’s hard to reason with 
WKHP�� 6RPHKRZ�� WKHLU� FDVH� LV� HOLJLEOH� IRU� DQ� H[HPSWLRQ�� FRQ-
sidering how much they love each other, how the unbeliever 
supports and understands the Christian’s faith, how they’re 

VRXO�PDWHV�GHVSLWH�WKH�DEVHQFH�RI�D�VKDUHG�VRXO�IDLWK��,�VWLOO�WHOO�
WKHP��Ń'RQłW�GR�LW��0DUULDJH�LV�KDUG�HQRXJK�ZKHQ�\RXłUH�VSLULWX-
DOO\�FRPSDWLEOH�ń�,Q�WKH�ZRUGV�RI�RQH�ZRPDQ�ZKR�ZDV�PDUULHG�
WR�D�SHUIHFWO\�QLFH�PDQ�ZKR�GLGQłW�VKDUH�KHU�IDLWK��Ń,I�\RX�WKLQN�
you’re lonely before you get married, it’s nothing compared to 
KRZ�ORQHO\�\RX�FDQ�EH�DIWHU�\RXłUH�PDUULHG�ń�6RPH�RI�\RX�DUH�LQ�
that situation and God would have you stay in that marriage and 
EH�WKH�EHVW�ZLIH�RU�KXVEDQG�\RX�FDQ�EH���

%XW��LI�\RXłUH�XQPDUULHG��HYDOXDWH�WKLV�DUHD�RI�\RXU�OLIH��$UH�\RX�
LQ� D� UHODWLRQVKLS� ZLWK� DQ� XQEHOLHYHU"� $UH� \RX� FRQWHPSODWLQJ�
marriage to someone who doesn’t share your love for Christ and 
\RXU�SDVVLRQ�WR�VHUYH�KLP"�7R�GR�VR�ZRXOG�EH�DQ�DFW�RI�XQIDLWK-
IXOQHVV�WR�*RG��<RXłOO�FDXVH�LPPHDVXUDEOH�SDLQ�IRU�\RXU�VSRXVH��
\RXU�FKLOGUHQ��\RXU�FKXUFK�DQG�\RXUVHOI��

%XW�WKDWłV�QRW�DOO��/RRN�DW�YHUVHV���ŋ���

$QRWKHU� WKLQJ� \RX� GR�� <RX� ĠRRG� WKH� /RUGłV� DOWDU�
with tears. You weep and wail because he no longer 
looks with favor on your offerings or accepts them 
with pleasure from your hands. You ask, “Why?” It 
is because the Lord is the witness between you and 
the wife of your youth. You have been unfaithful 
to her, though she is your partner, the wife of your 
marriage covenant.

Has not the one God made you? You belong to him 
in body and spirit. And what does the one God 
seek? Godly offspring. So be on your guard, and do 
not be unfaithful to the wife of your youth.

“The man who hates and divorces his wife,” says 
the Lord, the God of Israel, “does violence to the 
one he should protect,” says the Lord Almighty.

So be on your guard, and do not be unfaithful.

7KH�PHQ�RI�,VUDHO�ZHUH�FDVXDOO\�GLYRUFLQJ�WKHLU�ZLYHV��SUREDEO\�
WR�UXQ�RII�ZLWK�WKHVH�IRUHLJQ�ZRPHQ��7KH\�ZHUH�WUHDWLQJ�WKHLU�
ZLIH�DV�VRPHWKLQJ�WKH\�FRXOG�FDVW�DVLGH�OLNH�DQ�ROG�SDLU�RI�VKRHV��
1RWLFH�ZKDW� VKHłV� FDOOHG�KHUH�� 6KHłV� \RXU� ŃSDUWQHU�ń� 7KDW�ZRUG�
PHDQV�WR�EH�MRLQHG�WRJHWKHU��,W�KHDUNHQV�EDFN�WR�WKH�ŃRQH�ĠHVKń�
WHDFKLQJ�RI�*HQHVLV����+H�DOVR�FDOOV�KHU�ŃWKH�ZLIH�RI�\RXU�\RXWK�ń�
1RW�Ń\RXU�\RXWKIXO�ZLIHń�EXW�ŃWKH�ZLIH�RI�\RXU�\RXWK�ń�6KHłV�WKH�
one who caught your eye; the one you fell in love with; the one 
who put you through school and stuck with you when you barely 
made enough money to pay the rent; the one who bore your 
children, wiped their noses, changed their diapers and drove 
WKHP�WR�VRFFHU�SUDFWLFH��1RZ�\RXłUH�JRLQJ�WR�OHDYH�KHU"�)LQDOO\�
KH� FDOOV� KHU� ŃWKH�ZLIH� RI� \RXU�PDUULDJH� FRYHQDQW�ń�*RG� HQWHUV�
LQWR�FRYHQDQW�ZLWK�XV��+HłV� IDLWKIXO� WR� WKDW�DQG�KH� UHPLQGV�XV�
KHUH�PDUULDJH�LV�D�FRYHQDQW�WRR��1H[W�WR�RXU�FRYHQDQW�ZLWK�*RG��
WKH�PRVW�PHDQLQJIXO�FRYHQDQW�D�PDQ�FDQ�PDNH�LV�ZLWK�KLV�ZLIH��
<RX�FDQłW�GLVUHJDUG�WKDW�FRYHQDQW�DQG�H[SHFW�*RG�WR�MXVW�JR�DORQJ�
ZLWK�LW��Ń2K��QR�ELJ�GHDO��,łP�ĠH[LEOH��,�MXVW�ZDQW�\RX�WR�EH�KDSS\�ń�

7KHUHłV�VR�PXFK�PRUH�DW�VWDNH�KHUH�WKDQ�MXVW�RXU�RZQ�KDSSLQHVV��
7KDW�FRPHV�RXW�LQ�YHUVHV���ŋ����7KHVH�DUH�FRQVLGHUHG�VRPH�RI�
WKH�PRVW�GLIğFXOW�YHUVHV�LQ�WKH�%LEOH�WR�WUDQVODWH��EXW�KHUHłV�ZKDW�



,�XQGHUVWDQG�WKHVH�YHUVHV�WR�EH�VD\LQJ��Ń:KHQ�\RX�HQWHUHG�LQWR�
WKH�PDUULDJH�FRYHQDQW�,�PDGH�ERWK�RI�\RX�RQH�LQ�ERG\�DQG�VSLULW��
0DLQWDLQLQJ�WKDW�RQHQHVV�LV�HVVHQWLDO�QRW�MXVW�IRU�\RXU�UHODWLRQ-
VKLS�ZLWK�PH�EXW�IRU�WKH�UDLVLQJ�XS�RI�FKLOGUHQ�ZKR�NQRZ�PH��<RX�
may not think you’re harming anybody but you’re doing violence 
WR�WKH�RQH�,�FDOOHG�\RX�WR�SURWHFW�ń�5HVHDUFK�FRPSDULQJ�FKLOGUHQ�
of divorced parents to children with married parents shows they 
suffer more academically, are more likely to be incarcerated for 
committing a crime, are more likely to engage in drug and al-
FRKRO�XVH��DV�ZHOO�DV�WR�EH�VH[XDOO\�DFWLYH��1RZ�WKLV�GRHVQłW�PHDQ�
*RGłV�JUDFH�LVQłW�DYDLODEOH�WR�GLYRUFHG�SHRSOH�RU�WKHLU�NLGV��*RG�
hates divorce but he doesn’t hate divorced people, and I’ve seen 
KRZ�*RG�FDQ�SXW�WKH�SLHFHV�EDFN�WRJHWKHU��:H�DOVR�NQRZ�WKHUH�
DUH� FHUWDLQ� FLUFXPVWDQFHV� LQ�ZKLFK� GLYRUFH� LV� SHUPLVVLEOH�� %XW�
WKH�SHRSOH�0DODFKL�ZDV� WDONLQJ� WR�ZHUH�SUDFWLFLQJ�HDV\�� FDVXDO�
GLYRUFH��DV�VR�PDQ\�GR�WRGD\��%XW��LI�\RXłUH�PDUULHG��WKLQN�DERXW�
WKH� LPSDFW� RI� \RXU� GHFLVLRQV� RQ� \RXU� NLGV�� ,WłV� QRW� MXVW� DERXW�
staying together; it’s about protecting and nurturing your mar-
ULDJH�FRYHQDQW�

1HKHPLDK�EXLOW� WKH�ZDOOV�DURXQG�-HUXVDOHP�WR�SURWHFW� WKH�FLW\�
DJDLQVW�LWV�HQHPLHV��:HOO��ZH�KDYH�DQ�HQHP\��WRR��DQG�ZH�VKRXOG�
EH� EXLOGLQJ� ZDOOV� DURXQG� RXU� PDUULDJH�� 7KLV� ZHHN� ERWK� PHQ�
DQG�ZRPHQ�ĠRFNHG�WR�WKH�PRYLH�WKHDWHUV�WR�VHH�Fifty Shades of 
Grey�� ,� KDYHQłW� UHDG� WKH� ERRN� RU� VHHQ� WKH�PRYLH�� EXW� ,łYH� UHDG�
enough about both to know there’s really nothing grey about it; 
LWłV�DOO�EODFN��,W�ZDV�UHOHDVHG�IRU�9DOHQWLQHłV�'D\��VR�ZHłOO�WKLQN�LWłV�
D�URPDQFH��EXW�LWłV�DFWXDOO\�DERXW�D�VLFN�UHODWLRQVKLS�ğOOHG�ZLWK�
SK\VLFDO�DQG�HPRWLRQDO�DEXVH��,W�VHHPV�JODPRURXV��EHFDXVH�WKH�
DFWRUV�DUH�DWWUDFWLYH��RZQ�VOLFN�FDUV��DQG�%H\RQFH�LV�VLQJLQJ��%XW�
it’s all a lie, and you should protect both your own marriage and 
\RXU�RZQ�FKLOGUHQ�IURP�LW��

Withholding Tithes
$QRWKHU�DUHD�WR�HYDOXDWH�LV�LQ�WKH�DUHD�RI�PRQH\�DQG�JLYLQJ��7KDW�
VWDQGV� WR� UHDVRQ�� GRHVQłW� LW"� 0DQ\� ORYHUVł� TXDUUHOV� DUH� DERXW�
PRQH\��2YHU�WKH�\HDUV��WKLV�KDV�EHHQ�RQH�RI�WKH�KDUGHU�WKLQJV�IRU�
P\�ZLIH�DQG�,�WR�WDON�DERXW��/RRN�DW����ŋ���

“Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you rob me.

“But you ask, ‘How are we robbing you?’

“In tithes and offerings. You are under a curse—
your whole nation—because you are robbing me. 
Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that 
there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” 
says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw 
RSHQ� WKH� ĠRRGJDWHV� RI� KHDYHQ� DQG� SRXU� RXW� VR�
much blessing that there will not be room enough 
to store it.”

7KH�,VUDHOLWHV�ZHUH�FRPPDQGHG�WR�WLWKH�� WR�JLYH�D�WHQWK�RI�HY-
HU\WKLQJ�WR�WKH�/RUG��:KHQ�WKH\�KDUYHVWHG�WKHLU�FURSV��RQH�RXW�
RI�HYHU\�WHQ�VKHDYHV�ZDV�JLYHQ�WR�WKH�/RUG��VWUDLJKW�RII�WKH�WRS��

,W�JHWV�D� OLWWOH�PRUH�FRPSOLFDWHG�EHFDXVH� LQ�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�
ODZ� WKHUH�ZHUH� UHDOO\� WKUHH� WLWKHV��2QH�ZDV� WKLV� WLWKH�JLYHQ� WR�
WKH� SULHVWV�� $� VHFRQG� WLWKH� ZDV� XVHG� WR� FHOHEUDWH� WKH� DQQXDO�

VDFUHG� IHDVW�� 7KHQ� HYHU\� WKLUG� \HDU� WKH�SHRSOH�ZRXOG� WLWKH� IRU�
WKH�SRRU��:KHQ�\RX�DGG�WKDW�WRJHWKHU��LW�ZRUNV�RXW�WR�EH�DERXW�
����RI�\RXU�LQFRPH��7KDW�ZDV�H[SHFWHG�RI�WKH�SHRSOH�DQG�*RG�
VD\V��Ń<RXłUH�UREELQJ�PH��<RXłUH�QRW�IROORZLQJ�WKURXJK�RQ�JLYLQJ�
\RXU�WLWKHV�ń�,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��Ń<RXłUH�NHHSLQJ�VRPHWKLQJ�IRU�\RXU-
VHOI�WKDW�EHORQJV�WR�PH�ń�7KH�SHUVRQ�PDNLQJ�WKH�WLWKH�LV�VD\LQJ��
Ń,łP�QRW�WKH�RZQHU�RI�DOO�RI�WKLV��,W�GRHVQłW�DOO�EHORQJ�WR�PH��,łP�
MXVW�PDQDJLQJ�WKH�UHVRXUFHV�RI�DQRWKHU��*RG� LV� WKH�RZQHU�DQG�
,łP�JLYLQJ�WR�KLP�ZKDWłV�DOUHDG\�KLV�ń�6R�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�LVQłW�KRZ�
much of your money you’ll give to the Lord, but how much of his 
PRQH\�\RXłOO�NHHS�IRU�\RXUVHOI"�

:H�KDYH�WR�DVN�RXUVHOYHV��,V�LW�VWLOO�D�VLQ�QRW�WR�EULQJ�WLWKHV�DQG�
RIIHULQJV�WR�*RG"�7KLV�LV�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW��,W�GHDOV�ZLWK�D�SKDVH�
RI�*RGłV�SURJUDP�EHIRUH�-HVXV�FDPH�RQ�WKH�VFHQH��:KHQ�-HVXV�
FDPH�RQ�WKH�VFHQH��VRPH�WKLQJV�FKDQJHG��7KH�ZD\�ZH�UHODWH�WR�
God in Christ is different in some respects than how the people 
RI�,VUDHO�UHODWHG�WR�*RG��:H�GRQłW�RIIHU�ODPEV�RQ�WKH�DOWDU��ZH�
HDW�EDE\�EDFN�ULEV��6R�ZH�KDYH�WR�DVN��,V�WKLV�VWLOO�DQ�LVVXH�IRU�XV�
WRGD\"�,Q�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�ZHłUH�QHYHU�FRPPDQGHG�WR�WLWKH�
LQ�WKH�VHQVH�RI�JLYLQJ�D�VWULFW�����RI�HYHU\WKLQJ��DOWKRXJK�,�VWLOO�
WKLQN�LWłV�D�JRRG�SODFH�WR�VWDUW��,�NQRZ�PDQ\�RI�\RX�GR�WKDW�DQG�,�
DSSODXG�WKDW��EXW�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�GRHVQłW�WHOO�XV�KRZ�PXFK�
WR� JLYH�� LW� OHDYHV� WKH� DPRXQW� WR� XV�� 7KH� WHDFKLQJ� RI� WKH� 1HZ�
7HVWDPHQW� LV� WKDW�EHFDXVH�RI� DOO�*RG�KDV�GRQH� IRU�XV� WKURXJK�
&KULVW��ZHłUH�WR�JLYH�EDFN�WR�KLP�

/LVWHQ�WR�MXVW�D�IHZ�YHUVHV�IURP�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�DERXW�JLYLQJ�

��&RULQWKLDQV� ���� VD\V� RXU� JLYLQJ� LV� WR� EH�PRWLYDWHG�E\� JUDFH��
“But since you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowl-

edge, in complete earnestness and in the love we have kindled in 

you—see that you also excel in this grace of giving.”

0DWWKHZ�������VD\V�RXU�JLYLQJ�LV�DQ�LVVXH�EHWZHHQ�\RX�DQG�*RG��
“But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know 

what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in 

secret.”

��&RULQWKLDQV�����VD\V�RXU�JLYLQJ�VKRXOG�EH�JHQHURXV��“Remember 

this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and who-

ever sows generously will also reap generously.”

��&RULQWKLDQV� ���� VD\V� RXU� JLYLQJ� VKRXOG� EH� FKHHUIXO� DQG� IUHH�
IURP�FRPSXOVLRQ��“Each of you should give what you have de-

cided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 

for God loves a cheerful giver.”

��&RULQWKLDQV��������VD\V�RXU�JLYLQJ�VKRXOG�EH�ERWK�UHJXODU�DQG�
SURSRUWLRQDO�WR�RXU�LQFRPH��Ń2Q�WKH�ğUVW�GD\�RI�HYHU\�ZHHN��HDFK�
one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with your 

income...”

��&RULQWKLDQV������ VD\V�RXU�JLYLQJ� VKRXOG�EH�GLUHFWHG� WRZDUGV�
WKRVH�ZKR�VSLULWXDOO\�IHHG�XV��RXU�ORFDO�FKXUFK���“If we have sown 

spiritual seed among you, is it too much if we reap a material 

harvest from you?”   

:H�OLYH�LQ�DQ�H[SHQVLYH�DUHD��0DQ\�RI�\RX�DUH�VWUXJJOLQJ�WR�PDNH�
HQGV�PHHW��7KH�LGHD�RI�JLYLQJ�DQ\WKLQJ�FORVH�WR�����LV�VFDU\��%XW�
God makes a challenge here to all of us, “Test me in this...and see 



7KLV�PHVVDJH�IURP�6FULSWXUH�ZDV�SUHDFKHG�RQ�6XQGD\��)HEUXDU\����������DW�&HQWUDO�3HQLQVXOD�&KXUFK
�����6KHOO�%RXOHYDUG�_�)RVWHU�&LW\�&$�������_��������������_�ZZZ�FSFZHE�RUJ��$GGLWLRQDO�FRSLHV�DYDLODEOH�RQ�UHTXHVW�
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LI�,�ZLOO�QRW�WKURZ�RSHQ�WKH�ĠRRGJDWHV�RI�KHDYHQ�DQG�SRXU�RXW�VR�
much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it.” It 
VRXQGV�OLNH�WKH�SHRSOH�DUH�VFDUHG��LI�WKH\�IROORZ�WKURXJK�RQ�WKHLU�
JLYLQJ� WKH\łUH� QRW� JRLQJ� WR�PDNH� LW�� 7KHVH� SHRSOH�ZHUH� IDFLQJ�
KHDY\�WD[DWLRQ�E\�WKH�3HUVLDQV��,łP�VXUH�VRPH�RI�WKHP�WKRXJKW��
Ń2XU�EXGJHW�LV�VR�WLJKW��,I�ZH�JLYH�RXU�WLWKHV�DQG�RIIHULQJV�ZHłUH�
QRW�JRLQJ�WR�KDYH�HQRXJK�PRQH\�WR�SD\�RXU�WD[HV�ń�

*RG�VD\V�WR�WKHP��Ń7HVW�PH�LQ�WKLV��,I�\RX�GR�\RXU�SDUW��,łOO�EOHVV�
\RX��,łOO�RSHQ�XS�WKH�ĠRRGJDWHV�RI�KHDYHQ��<RX�ZRQłW�KDYH�URRP�
WR�VWRUH�LW�DOO�ń�,Q�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�WKH�SHRSOHłV�IRUWXQHV�ZHUH�
tied to the land of Israel, so God’s blessing them was related 
WR� ZKDW� WKH� ODQG� SURGXFHG�� %XW� LQ� WKH� 1HZ� 7HVWDPHQW� *RGłV�
blessing shifts in its emphasis from material blessings to spiritual 
EOHVVLQJV��,Q�(SKHVLDQV�3DXO�VSHDNV�RI�WKH�ŃERXQGOHVV�ULFKHVń�ZH�
KDYH� LQ�&KULVW��+H�VD\V�*RG�KDV�EOHVVHG�XV�ZLWK�HYHU\�VSLULWXDO�
EOHVVLQJ�� 6R� LI� \RX�PDNH� DQ� H[WUD� �������� WKLV� \HDU�� FHUWDLQO\�
WKDWłV�D�EOHVVLQJ�IURP�*RG��%XW�LI�\RX�ORVH����������WKDW�GRHVQłW�
QHFHVVDULO\�PHDQ�*RG�GLGQłW� EOHVV� \RX��0D\EH� WKDW� EOHVVLQJ� LV�
JRLQJ�WR�EH�WKH�ELUWK�RI�D�KHDOWK\�FKLOG��2U�PD\EH�WKDW�EOHVVLQJ�
LV� WKH� SULYLOHJH� RI� OHDGLQJ� VRPHRQH� WR� &KULVW�� 2U� PD\EH� LWłV�
those friendships you begin to build with people in your small 
JURXS��0D\EH�LWłV�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�JR�RQ�D�PLVVLRQ�WULS�WR�WKH�
'RPLQLFDQ�5HSXEOLF�RU�+RQGXUDV��,WłV�VWLOO�KLV�EOHVVLQJ��*RG�VD\V��
Ń,�FKDOOHQJH�\RX�WR�JLYH�DW�D�OHYHO�WKDW�ZLOO�WHVW�P\�DELOLW\�WR�EOHVV�
\RX��7U\� LW�DQG�VHH� LI� ,�FRPH�WKURXJK�ń�7KDWłV� WKH�TXHVWLRQ�\RX�
DQG�,�KDYH�WR�DVN��$P�,�ZLOOLQJ�WR�JLYH�DW�D�OHYHO�WKDW�ZLOO�WHVW�*RGłV�
DELOLW\�WR�EOHVV�PH"�6RPH�RI�XV�DUH�JLYLQJ��EXW�QRW�DW�WKDW�OHYHO��
*RG� LV�FDOOLQJ�XV� LQ�WKLV� ORYHUVł�TXDUUHO� WR�UHWXUQ�WR�KLP�LQ�WKLV�
PDWWHU�RI�JLYLQJ��

(YDOXDWH�\RXU� ORYH�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�*RG�LQ�WKHVH�WZR�DUHDV�� ,V�
\RXU� ORYH� OLIH�EHLQJ�VKDSHG�E\�*RGłV�ZRUG"�$UH�\RX�FXOWLYDWLQJ�
DQG�SURWHFWLQJ�\RXU�PDUULDJH"�+RZłV�\RXU�JLYLQJ"�$UH�\RX�JLYLQJ�
*RG�ZKDW�EHORQJV�WR�KLP"�$UH�\RX�JLYLQJ�JHQHURXVO\�DQG�VDFUL-
ğFLDOO\�DQG�UHJXODUO\"���

7KH�JRRG�QHZV�LV�-HVXV�FDPH�WR�SXULI\�DQG�ZDVK�XV��,�GRQłW�NQRZ�
about you, but I don’t come out looking very good when I eval-
XDWH�P\VHOI�LQ�OLJKW�RI�WKHVH�WKLQJV��,WłV�OLNH�,łYH�MXVW�EHHQ�VODSSHG�
LQ� WKH� IDFH� WZLFH�� %XW� LW� FRPIRUWV� PH� WR� NQRZ� WKDW� 0DODFKL�
DOVR�ORRNV�IRUZDUG�WR�D�WLPH�ZKHQ�*RG�ZLOO�VHQG�-HVXV��/RRN�DW�
FKDSWHU����ŋ��

“I will send my messenger, who will prepare the 
way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are 
seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of 
the covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says 
the Lord Almighty.

But who can endure the day of his coming? Who 
can stand when he appears? For he will be like a 
UHğQHUłV�ğUH�RU�D�ODXQGHUHUłV�VRDS�

:KRłV�KH�WDONLQJ�DERXW�ZKHQ�KH�VD\V��Ń7KH�/RUG�\RX�DUH�VHHNLQJ�
ZLOO� FRPH� WR� KLV� WHPSOH"ń� &OHDUO\�� LWłV� -HVXV�� +H� FDPH� WR� WKH�
WHPSOH� ULJKW� DIWHU� KLV� ELUWK�� +H� FDPH� DJDLQ� ULJKW� EHIRUH� KLV�
GHDWK��%XW�ZKHQ�-HVXV�VKRZV�XS��ZKDW�ZLOO�KH�EH�OLNH"�:KDW�ZLOO�
KH�GR"�:KDWHYHU�LW�LV��LWłV�FOHDU�WKLQJV�ZRQłW�VWD\�WKH�VDPH��7KHUH�
DUH�WZR�LPDJHV�XVHG�KHUH��)LUVW��KHłOO�EH� OLNH�D�UHğQHUłV�ğUH��+H�
ŃZLOO�VLW�DV�D�UHğQHU�DQG�D�SXULğHU�RI�VLOYHU���ń�1RWLFH�LW�GRHVQłW�
VD\�-HVXV�ZLOO�EH�OLNH�D�IRUHVW�ğUH�RU�DQ�LQFLQHUDWRUłV�ğUH��%RWK�RI�
WKRVH�GHVWUR\�LQGLVFULPLQDWHO\��YLROHQWO\��7KHUHłV�QRWKLQJ�OHIW�E\�
WKH� WLPH� WKH�ğUH�JHWV�GRQH��0DQ\�RI�XV�DUH�DIUDLG� -HVXV� LV� OLNH�
WKDW��2QFH�\RX� OHW�KLP� LQWR�\RXU� OLIH��KHłOO�EXUQ�XS�HYHU\WKLQJ�
DQG� WKHUH�ZLOO�EH�QRWKLQJ� OHIW�RI�\RX��%XW� WKDWłV�QRW�ZKDW�KHłV�
OLNH��*RG�ZDQWV�WR�FKDQJH�XV��EXW�KH�GRHVQłW�ZDQW�WR�GHVWUR\�XV��
$�UHğQHUłV�ğUH�SXULğHV��7KDWłV�ZKDW�-HVXV�GRHV��+H�EXUQV�DZD\�DOO�
WKH�LPSXULWLHV��

7KH�VHFRQG�LPDJH�LV�RI�-HVXV�DV�ŃODXQGHUHUłV�VRDS�ń�,Q�RXU�FXOWXUH�
we have all kinds of soft, gentle, and sweet soaps, but launderer’s 
VRDS�ZDVQłW�OLNH�WKDW��LW�ZDV�WRXJK�VWXII��,WłV�FDOOHG�ŃIXOOHUłV�VRDS�ń�
It’s used to wash the hands of blacksmiths or deep dirt out of 
VWLII�FORWKLQJ��0DODFKL�JLYHV�XV� WKLV�SLFWXUH�RI� -HVXV��+HłV� OLNH�D�
mother washing her family’s clothing in a stream until every-
WKLQJ�LV�IUHVK�DQG�FOHDQ��+H�FOHDQVHV�XV�GHHSO\��

,łP�VR�JODG� ,�KDYH� WKLV�SLFWXUH�RI� -HVXV�� ,W�JLYHV�PH�KRSH��+HłV�
OLNH� WKH� UHğQHUłV� ğUHŌKRW�� SDVVLRQDWH�� EXUQLQJ� DZD\� DOO� WKDWłV�
QRW�JROG�LQ�P\�OLIH��+HłV�OLNH�D�ODXQGHUHUłV�VRDSŌKH�WDNHV�PH�LQ�
his hands and plunges me into the soapy water, churning and 
WXUQLQJ�XQWLO� WKH�GLUW� LQ�P\� OLIH� LV�ZDVKHG�RXW��$QG�ZKDWłV� WKH�
UHVXOW"�/RRN�GRZQ�DW�Y�����

“On the day when I act,” says the Lord Almighty, 
“they will be my treasured possession. I will spare 
them, just as a father has compassion and spares 
his son who serves him.”

7KH�UHVXOW�LV�,łP�KLV�WUHDVXUHG�SRVVHVVLRQ��D�FKLOG�RI�*RG�

+RZ�GLG�-HVXV�GR�WKLV"�+RZ�GRHV�KH�SXULI\�XV"�+RZ�GRHV�KH�PDNH�
XV�FOHDQ"�+RZ�FRXOG�ZH�ZKR�DUH�LPSXUH�DQG�ğOWK\�EHFRPH�KLV�
WUHDVXUHG�SRVVHVVLRQ"�2QO\�WKURXJK�WKH�FURVV��2Q�:HGQHVGD\�ZH�
EHJDQ����GD\V�RI�/HQW��,WłV�D�JRRG�WLPH�WR�UHPHPEHU�WKH�ZRUN�RI�
UHGHPSWLRQ�DFFRPSOLVKHG�RQ�WKH�FURVV��7KURXJK�WKH�FURVV�ZHłUH�
SXULğHG��WKURXJK�WKH�FURVV�ZHłUH�ZDVKHG��$OO�ZH�PXVW�GR�LV�REH\�
WKH�ZRUG�ZH�KHDUG�IURP�0DODFKL��“Return to me and I will re-

turn to you,” VD\V�WKH�/RUG�*RG�$OPLJKW\��8OWLPDWHO\��WKDWłV�WKH�
ğQDO�VROXWLRQ�WR�WKLV�ORYHUłV�TXDUUHO�EHWZHHQ�XV�DQG�*RG��

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


