
Today I want to start off with an object lesson. I’m a visual learner 

so I think this will be helpful. This is a suitcase that I’m calling the 

“Suitcase of Life.” This suitcase represents the limited amount of 

time that we all have for the things we think are most important. 

Did you know that the most important commodity you have 

is not your money but your time? You can make more money 

but you can’t buy more time. We all have the same amount 

of time—24 hours every day, 7 days a week. When you give 

someone or something your time you are giving them a portion 

of your life that you will never get back. Here’s the kicker—we all 

make time for what’s important. Because our suitcases get full so 

quickly, we all try our best to prioritize what’s most important. 

In my life I have a job, so let me put a computer and a few books 

in the suitcase. I’m married, so here is a bottle of wine to rep-

resent that. Like good wine, a marriage needs to be cared for 

so that it gets better over time. I have three kids that wonder-

fully take alot of my time. Here’s a train, doll and a basketball to 

represent them and their activities. We like to see our family in 

Las Vegas often, so here’s a photo album to add. I have friends 

that I enjoy spending time with. This pound of coffee represents 

the time spent catching up with them. I also have a few hobbies 

WKDW�,�ORYH�WR�SXUVXH��LQ�JRHV�WKH�ğVKLQJ�SROH��,łP�WU\LQJ�WR�VWD\�
KHDOWK\�DQG�ğW��LQ�JRHV�WKH�J\P�VKRHV��$W�KRPH��WKHUH�LV�DOZD\V�
D�SURMHFW�WR�GR�RU�VRPHWKLQJ�WR�ğ[��VR�OHWłV�DGG�D�WRRO��7KHUHłV�DO-
ways something up with one of our cars; throw in a quart of oil. 

We love to go on vacations, so here’s a beach towel. Even though 

I work for the church, there are plenty of church activities that 

I’m involved with, not to mention my kid’s school activities; add a 

CPC travel mug. Then of course, there is my spiritual life that I’m 

WU\LQJ�WR�FXOWLYDWH�HYHU\�GD\��DGG�P\�%LEOH��$QG�VLQFH�OLIH�GRHVQłW�
always go as planned, let’s throw in a crisis just to top things off. 

I’ve been sick for over three miserable weeks so here’s my meds.

'R�\RX�VHH�WKH�SUREOHP"�,W�GRHVQłW�DOO�ğW��$QG�QR��\RX�FDQłW�JHW�
D�ELJJHU�VXLWFDVH��(YHQ�LI�\RX�DUH�QRW�D�&KULVWLDQ��\RX�GHDO�ZLWK�
WKH�VDPH�SUREOHP��$OPRVW�HYHU\RQH�,� WDON�WR��&KULVWLDQ�RU�QRW��
and ask, “How are you doing,” they all tell me, “Busy. Man, I am 

MXVW�VR�EXV\�ń�,�ğQG�P\VHOI�VD\LQJ�WKH�VDPH�WKLQJ��:H�DUH�EXV\�
doing good things, important things. It’s hard to say no to all the 

opportunities that come our way. If you are a follower of Jesus, 

ZKDW�KDSSHQV�VR�HDVLO\�LV�ZH�ğOO�RXU�OLYHV�WR�WKH�YHU\�HGJHV�ZLWK�
busyness, no longer allowing any margin for God’s priorities. Do 

we even know what God’s priorities are? 

&�6��/HZLV�ZURWH��Ń,I�ZH�SXW�ğUVW�WKLQJV�ğUVW��ZH�JHW�WKH�VHFRQG�
WKLQJV�WKURZQ�LQ��EXW�LI�ZH�SXW�VHFRQG�WKLQJV�ğUVW��ZH�ORVH�ERWK�
WKH� ğUVW� DQG� VHFRQG� WKLQJV�ń� 7KH� SUREOHP� LV�PDQ\� RI� XV� FDQłW�
GLVWLQJXLVK�EHWZHHQ�ğUVW� WKLQJV�DQG�VHFRQG�WKLQJV��2XU�SULRUL-
ties are often upside down. Jesus knew human nature so well. 

+H�NQHZ�WKDW�RXU�KHDUWV�ZLOO�RIWHQ�EH�ğOOHG�ZLWK�HYHU\WKLQJ�EXW�
KLP��7KDWłV�ZK\�KH�FRPPDQGHG�XV�WR�VHHN�ğUVW�KLV�NLQJGRP�DQG�
his righteousness and all these things will be added to you as 

ZHOO��3XW�*RG�ğUVW�DQG�*RG�SURPLVHV�WR�WDNH�FDUH�RI�HYHU\WKLQJ�
HOVH��%XW��KRZ�GR�ZH�GR�WKDW"�+RZ�GR�ZH�SXW�*RG�ğUVW�LQ�D�ZRUOG�
WKDW�QHYHU�VHHPV�WR�VORZ�GRZQ�RU�OHW�XS"�$QG�ZKDW�GRHV�*RG�GR�
when we make his big thing our small thing? That’s what we are 

going to consider this morning.

The Story tells us that three generations, 50 years, have passed 

LQ�H[LOH�LQ�%DE\ORQ��*RG�UDLVHV�XS�&\UXV��D�SDJDQ�NLQJ��D�3HUVLDQ�
king who conquers Babylon. Cyrus then releases God’s people to 

UHWXUQ�WR�-HUXVDOHP�DQG�UHEXLOG�WKHLU�WHPSOH��$�QHZ�3HUVLDQ�NLQJ�
comes along, King Darius, and continues to allow the Jews to 

UHEXLOG�WKH�WHPSOH��+H�HYHQ�OHQGV�ğQDQFLDO�VXSSRUW��2QO\�DERXW�
50,000 Jews return to Jerusalem to start work on the temple, the 

UHVW�UHPDLQ�LQ�H[LOH��7KRVH�ZKR�UHWXUQ�DUH�FDOOHG�WKH�UHPQDQW��$W�
ğUVW��WKH�UHPQDQW�JHW�WR�ZRUN�DQG�GLOLJHQWO\�EHJLQ�UHEXLOGLQJ�WKH�
temple. Things get off to a great start. But, like so many things 

in life, they grew tired of the task. It was not an easy job to re-

build the mighty temple and they were surrounded by hostile 

enemies. The opposition they faced from neighboring nations, 

along with the arduous task, discouraged them and wore them 

out. Finally they gave up and completely stopped the construc-

tion of the temple for 16 years. Discouragement and frustration 

has stopped many good endeavors for God. Every pastor I know 

has at some point in his or her career battled discouragement 

and wanted to give up. 

During this time, the Israelites turn their attention to rebuilding 

their personal lives. Houses were built, farms were planted, live-

stock were raised and families were started. Nothing was wrong 

with the pursuit of those things. God wanted nothing more than 

WR�EOHVV�WKHLU�OLYHV�RQFH�DJDLQ��%XW��ğUVW�WKLQJV�ğUVW��WKH�WHPSOH�
needed to be rebuilt. God wanted to live again at the center of 

their community. The temple represented many things, but pri-

marily it was where God would live among his people. Instead, 

they got busy with second things.
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Enter Haggai the prophet who, along with Zachariah, urges God’s 

people to put the rebuilding of the temple back at the top of 

WKHLU�OLVW�RI�SULRULWLHV��7R�SXW�*RG�ğUVW�LQ�WKH�VXLWFDVH�RI�WKHLU�OLYHV�
would require a radical change in how they lived, but it would be 

more than worth it. Let’s read what Haggai tells them to do in 

RUGHU�WR�SXW�*RG�ğUVW��:H�EHJLQ�LQ�+DJJDL����ŋ���

,Q�WKH�VHFRQG�\HDU�RI�.LQJ�'DULXV��RQ�WKH�ğUVW�GD\�
of the sixth month, the word of the Lord came 
through the prophet Haggai to Zerubbabel son of 
Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of 
Jozadak, the high priest:

This is what the Lord Almighty says: “These people 
say, ‘The time has not yet come to rebuild the 
Lord’s house.’”

Then the word of the Lord came through the 
prophet Haggai: “Is it a time for you yourselves to 
be living in your paneled houses, while this house 
remains a ruin?”

Now this is what the Lord Almighty says: “Give 
careful thought to your ways. You have planted 
much, but harvested little. You eat, but never have 
HQRXJK�� <RX� GULQN�� EXW� QHYHU� KDYH� \RXU� ğOO�� <RX�
put on clothes, but are not warm. You earn wages, 
only to put them in a purse with holes in it.”

This is what the Lord Almighty says: “Give careful 
thought to your ways. Go up into the mountains 
and bring down timber and build my house, so that 
I may take pleasure in it and be honored,” says the 
Lord. “You expected much, but see, it turned out 
to be little. What you brought home, I blew away. 
Why?” declares the Lord Almighty. “Because of my 
house, which remains a ruin, while each of you is 
busy with your own house. Therefore, because of 
you the heavens have withheld their dew and the 
HDUWK�LWV�FURSV��,�FDOOHG�IRU�D�GURXJKW�RQ�WKH�ğHOGV�
and the mountains, on the grain, the new wine, 
the olive oil and everything else the ground pro-
duces, on people and livestock, and on all the labor 
of your hands.”

Put God First

Give careful thought to your ways

+RZ�GR�ZH�SXW�*RG�ğUVW"�+DJJDL� WHOOV�XV�ğUVW� WR� ŃJLYH� FDUHIXO�
thought to our ways.” The Hebrew phrase was literally, “put your 

heart on your roads.” Two times in this chapter and three times 

in chapter 2 this phrase is repeated. In many ways this is the 

main message of the entire book. “Give careful thought to your 

ways.” Think carefully about the things your heart desires.

Not only did the remnant stop working on the temple, they came 

XS�ZLWK�D�OLVW�RI�H[FXVHV��,Q�YHUVH���WKH\�VD\��“The time has not 
yet come to rebuild the Lord’s house.” There was a sense of guilt 

I think the people had. Deep down they wanted to follow God 

EXW�+DJJDLłV� VHUPRQ� WLFNHG� WKHP�RII� D� OLWWOH��$FFRUGLQJ� WR� WKH�
WH[W��WKH\�GLGQłW�REH\�XQWLO�RYHU����GD\V�ODWHU��7KH\�SXVK�EDFN�RQ�

Haggai and say, “Hey, you know what, we tried, we were off to a 

great start, but things got complicated. We got discouraged. We 

faced some opposition. So, obviously God wanted us to stop. So, 

what are we going to do? Wait around? No, we got to work on 

our own lives. How can you blame us for that? The time to re-

build the temple has not yet come. But, we’ll get to it some day.” 

,�KHDU� WKDW�H[FXVH�DOO� WKH� WLPH�DURXQG�WKH�FKXUFK�� Ń,�NQRZ� ,łP�
supposed to share my faith with others, but at my job I need 

to be real careful. The timing just hasn’t been right.” “I know I 

should tithe, but things have been really tight this year and I have 

WRR� PDQ\� IDPLO\� REOLJDWLRQV�ń� Ń,łP� ĠDWWHUHG�� SDVWRU�� WKDW� \RX�
think my gifts and talents might help in that particular ministry 

at the church, but I don’t have the time to serve just now. Maybe 

when the pressure of my job lets up a bit or when I retire.” If I 

DP�UXEELQJ�DQ\RQH�WKH�ZURQJ�ZD\��WKHQ�\RX�NQRZ�H[DFWO\�KRZ�
the Israelites felt to God’s message through Haggai. Give careful 

thought to your ways.

*RG�WKHQ�FKDOOHQJHV�WKHLU�H[FXVHV�DQG�LQDFWLYLW\�ZLWK�WKUHH�DUJX-

ments. First he says,

“Is it a time for you yourselves to be living in your 

paneled houses, while this house remains a ruin?”

That statement must have stung. God was accusing the people of 

having plenty of time to build their own houses and no time for 

God. If you think about it, the people were prospering. They were 

building not just homes but panelled ones. They were planting 

vineyards, raising cattle and making babies. Life was really good. 

But something was deeply wrong. They had success but failed 

WR�SXW�*RG�ğUVW�� 7KH\�SXW� WKH�$PHULFDQ�'UHDP�DQG�DIĠXHQFH�
ahead of God’s priorities. They chose comfort instead of God’s 

work. They had plenty of time to prioritize their activities while 

the most important activity of God was ignored. 

The second argument the Lord makes is just how futile that kind 

RI�OLIH�LV��$JDLQ�KH�VD\V��FRQVLGHU�\RXU�ZD\V�

“You have planted much, but harvested little. You 
eat, but never have enough. You drink, but never 
KDYH� \RXU� ğOO�� <RX� SXW� RQ� FORWKHV�� EXW� DUH� QRW�
warm. You earn wages, only to put them in a purse 
with holes in it” (v. 6).

,�FDQłW�WKLQN�RI�DQRWKHU�YHUVH�WKDW�GHVFULEHV�RXU�$PHULFDQ�FXOWXUH�
DQ\�EHWWHU��<RX�NQRZ�ZKDW�*RG�LV�VD\LQJ�KHUH"�$SDUW�IURP�*RG��
QRWKLQJ� LQ� WKLV� OLIH� XOWLPDWHO\� VDWLVğHV��:LWKRXW� *RG�� \RX� FDQ�
have a good life, but deep down there will be an on-going lack 

of satisfaction. You’ll never be content. Nothing will bring you a 

VHQVH�RI�SXUSRVH�DQG�IXOğOOPHQW��:LWKRXW�PH��*RG�VD\V��\RXłOO�
always feel restless. Maybe that describes you. You have a great 

life, but underneath it all, you’re still longing for more. 

7KH�/RUG�JLYHV�WKHP�RQH�PRUH�UHDVRQ�WR�SXW�KLP�ğUVW��/RRN�DJDLQ�
at verses 10 and 11,



“Therefore, because of you the heavens have with-
held their dew and the earth its crops. I called for 
D�GURXJKW�RQ�WKH�ğHOGV�DQG�WKH�PRXQWDLQV��RQ�WKH�
grain, the new wine, the olive oil and everything 
else the ground produces, on people and livestock, 
and on all the labor of your hands.”

$SSDUHQWO\�*RG�FDXVHG�D�GURXJKW� WR�KDSSHQ� LQ� -HUXVDOHP�DQG�
for an agrarian society this was a major problem. Farming was 

everything. God is causing their frustration because they are 

living with upside down priorities. Sometimes God disciplines 

DQG�WHVWV�\RX�VR�\RXłOO�SXW�KLP�ğUVW�

I want to be really careful here. These verses are not saying that 

God is the cause of all your problems. Not all testing is a result 

of sin either. Bad things happen to good and bad people. Things 

happen for a reason and for no reason at all. That is life in a 

broken world marred by sin. But, because God wants nothing 

more than to be with us, he allows some things to happen in our 

lives that ultimately will point us back to him. There are God-

ordained seasons of struggle and times when we are forced to 

drop to our knees because nothing else seems to work. God al-

ORZV�WLPHV�RI�GLIğFXOW\�VR�WKDW�ZH�ZLOO�EH�VXUH�WR�ŃJLYH�FDUHIXO�
thought to our ways.” God sends seasons of trial and suffering to 

call his people back to their purpose. 

I don’t pretend to understand all that, I just know that’s how God 

ZRUNV��:KHQ�ZH�UHIXVH�WR�SXW�*RG�ğUVW��KH�KDV�DQ�LQFUHGLEOH�ZD\�
of getting our attention. When our priorities become more im-

portant than God’s our lives will be constantly marked by futility. 

:HłOO�QHYHU�EH�VDWLVğHG��

Obey Him

:KDWłV�WKH�VROXWLRQ"�:H�ğQG�LW�LQ�YHUVH����

“Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, Joshua son of 
Jozadak, the high priest, and the whole remnant of 
the people obeyed the voice of the Lord their God 
and the message of the prophet Haggai, because 
the Lord their God had sent him. And the people 
feared the Lord.”

:KDWłV� WKH� VROXWLRQ"� 2EHGLHQFH�� ,W� LV� JHWWLQJ� WR� ZRUN� RQ� WKH�
WKLQJV�*RG�KDV� JLYHQ�XV� WR� GR��$V�+HQU\�%ODFNDE\�� WKH� DXWKRU�
of Experiencing God, once said, “Find out where God is working 

DQG�MRLQ�KLP�ń�,Q�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�+DJJDL��LW�ZDV�WKH�FRPPDQG�LQ�
verse 8,

“Go up into the mountains and bring down timber 
and build my house, so that I may take pleasure in 
it and be honored,” says the Lord.” 

For us, our job is not to build a temple but to work with Jesus to 

build his kingdom on earth. That means making spiritual things 

and God’s work our top priority. That means serving God to the 

EHVW�RI�RXU�DELOLW\��<RX�GRQłW�ğW�*RG�LQWR�\RXU�SULRULWLHV��<RX�SXW�
*RG�ğUVW�LQ�WKH�VXLWFDVH�RI�OLIH�DQG�ğOO�WKH�UHVW�ZLWK�ZKDWłV�OHIW��
Everyone has enough time to serve God. Everyone has enough 

money to give to God. But, we don’t have enough time and 

money to do everything we want and obey God. 

That means we need to give careful thought to where our pas-

VLRQV�OLH��$UH�\RX�DV�HDJHU�WR�VSHQG�WLPH�ZLWK�*RG�LQ�KLV�:RUG�
DV�\RX�DUH�WR�ZDWFK�WKH�:DUULRUV�JDPH"�2XFK��+DYH�\RX�DOORZHG�
the many good things in this life—your kids, your career, your 

ER\IULHQG��\RXU�ğWQHVVŌWR�VTXHH]H�*RG�RXW�RI�WKH�VXLWFDVH"�6R�
many of us have been blessed with great families, amazing ca-

UHHUV��DQG�ŃSDQHOHG�KRXVHV�ń�$QG� OLNH� WKH�UHPQDQW��ZH�DUH�QRW�
trying to deliberately ignore God. We tell ourselves that we’ll get 

back to him one day. We just need to take care of these other 

WKLQJV�ğUVW��%XW��WKH�WLPH�FRPHV�ZKHQ�ZH�ZDNH�XS�RQH�GD\�DQG�
QR� ORQJHU� WKLQN�DERXW�*RGłV� WHPSOH��$QG� WKH� ORQJHU�ZH�DOORZ�
that to happen, our passion for God ebbs away. Tithing becomes 

tipping. Prayers become catchy quotes. Church attendance be-

comes a once-a-month obligation. Serving the church becomes 

D�GXW\� WKDWłV� IXOğOOHG�ZLWK�D�PLQLPDO�DPRXQW�RI� WLPH�� LI�DW�DOO��
Connecting with other believers in a small group isn’t even on 

our radar anymore. It’s not that we forgot God, it’s just that there 

is so much competition in our suitcase of life. When we put God 

ğUVW�KH�SURPLVHV�Ń,�DP�ZLWK�\RX�ń

+DJJDL� GRHV� KDYH� VRPH� UHDOO\� JRRG�QHZV��:KHQ�ZH�SXW�*RG�
ğUVW��*RG�SURPLVHV�WR�EH�ZLWK�XV��/RRN�DW�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�FKDSWHU�

“Then Haggai, the Lord’s messenger, gave this mes-
sage of the Lord to the people: “I am with you,” 
declares the Lord. So the Lord stirred up the spirit 
of Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, 
and the spirit of Joshua son of Jozadak, the high 
priest, and the spirit of the whole remnant of the 
people. They came and began to work on the house 
of the Lord Almighty, their God, on the twenty-
fourth day of the sixth month” (verses 13–15).

7KH�UHVXOW�RI�WKHLU�REHGLHQFH��LQ�SXWWLQJ�*RG�ğUVW��ZDV�WKDW�WKH�
leader and the whole remnant acted together and began to re-

build the temple. There was a sense of unity and purpose and a 

UDOO\LQJ�WRJHWKHU�IRU�*RGłV�ZRUN��$QG�ğYH�\HDUV�ODWHU�WKH�WHPSOH�
was completed.

You can see in these verses that the Israelites really wanted to 

please God. They just got distracted. So, when the word of the 

Lord came to them through the prophet Haggai, after a few 

ZHHNV� RI� FRQVLGHULQJ� WKHLU� ZD\V�� WKH\� ğQDOO\� REH\HG� DQG� GLG�
what God commanded. They completely reprioritized their lives 

DQG�SXW�*RG�ğUVW��,łP�VXUH�WKLV�ZDV�D�KDUG�WKLQJ�IRU�WKHP�WR�GR�
and it meant saying no to many good things. But, after acting 

in obedience, the Lord does what he’s been doing all along: he 

supernaturally empowers and equips the people to do the work 

KHłV�FDOOLQJ�WKHP�WR�GR��$QG�KH�WHOOV�WKHP��Ń,�ZLOO�EH�ZLWK�\RX�ń�

Why does God make such a big deal about his temple? God’s 

passion, his chief goal in The Story is to be with us. The temple is 
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a picture of God’s desire to live among his people. It’s a physical 

place that reminded Israel that God wants to be with them. But, 

the problem is our sin separates his people and the world from 

D�+RO\�*RG��*RGłV�VROXWLRQ�UHTXLUHG�D�EORRG�VDFULğFH�VR�WKDW�ZH�
could regain access to his presence. Ultimately, the temple sac-

ULğFLDO�V\VWHP�IDLOHG�DQG�WKH�WHPSOH�ZDV�ğQDOO\�GHVWUR\HG�LQ����
$�'��E\�WKH�5RPDQV��

:K\�VKRXOG�ZH�SXW�*RG�ğUVW"�%HFDXVH�*RG�SXW�XV�ğUVW��:H�DUH�
his number one priority. Because God loves us, he sent his one 

and only Son Jesus, to live with us and ultimately die in our 

SODFH�DQG�IRU�RXU�VLQ��-HVXV�ZDV�WKH�XOWLPDWH�WHPSOH�VDFULğFH�DQG�

after his death the curtain of the temple was torn in two; he is 

greater than the temple. Through Jesus, we now have direct ac-

cess to God the Father. When you place your faith and your life 

LQ�-HVXV��ZKHQ�\RX�XOWLPDWHO\�SXW�KLP�ğUVW��KH�SURPLVHV� WR�EH�
with you forever. You become the temple, God’s dwelling place. 

+HłOO�QHYHU� OHDYH�\RX�DQG�KHłOO�QHYHU�IRUVDNH�\RX��3XW�*RG�ğUVW�
EHFDXVH�KH�SXW�\RX�ğUVW�

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


