
There are times when we are called to return to the basics. 
Vince Lombardi, the esteemed coach of the Green Bay Packers, 
DOZD\V�EHJDQ�KLV�ğUVW�VXPPHU�SUDFWLFH�WKH�VDPH�ZD\��+H�JDWK-
HUHG�KLV�WHDP�WRJHWKHU�DQG�KH�ZRXOG�KROG�XS�D�IRRWEDOO�DQG�VD\��
“Gentlemen, this is a football.” When we forget the fundamentals 
ZH�JHW�VORSS\��/LNH�D�IRRWEDOO��HYHU\�GHYLFH�ZH�XVH�HYHU\�GD\�KDV�
FHUWDLQ�IXQGDPHQWDO�UXOHV�WKDW�JR�ZLWK�XVLQJ�WKDW�GHYLFH��b:KHQ�
ZH�XVH� WKH�GHYLFH� IRU� VRPHWKLQJ� WKDW� LW� LVQłW� GHVLJQHG� IRU��ZH�
KDYH�SUREOHPV�b,�OHDUQHG�WKDW�WKLV�ZHHN��b

7DNH�D�ğUH�DODUP�IRU�H[DPSOH��/HWłV�WDNH�RQH�ULJKW�KHUH�DW�FKXUFK��
2XU�ğUH�DODUPV�KDYH�FDVHV�DURXQG�WKHP�WKDW�VLW�DERXW�ğYH�IHHW�
RII�WKH�JURXQG��,W�GRHVQłW�VD\�RQ�WKH�FDVH��Ń&DXWLRQ��SOHDVH�GR�QRW�
EDFN�XS�DJDLQVW�WKLV�FDVH�DQG�UXE�\RXU�EDFN�DJDLQVW�LW�HYHQ�ZKHQ�
LW�VHUYHV�DV�DQ�H[FHOOHQW�EDFNVFUDWFKHU�ń�

,�ZDV�WDONLQJ�ZLWK�VRPHRQH�RQ�7XHVGD\�DIWHUQRRQ�LQ�RXU�KDOOZD\�
DQG�,�KDG�DQ�LWFK��VR�,�UXEEHG�P\�EDFN�RQ�WKH�ğUH�DODUP�FDVH�b,�
rubbed so hard that the case fell off and that immediately set 
RII�WKH�URRP�DODUP�ULJKW�GRZQ�WKH�KDOO��,Q�WKH�GHDIHQLQJ�QRLVH��
,�SDQLFNHG��<RX�NQRZ�WKDW� OHYHU�WKDW�VD\V��Ń2QO\�SXOO� LQ�FDVH�RI�
ğUHń"�:HOO��P\�PLQG� MXVW�VHHPHG�WR�GLVFRQQHFW�IURP�P\�ERG\�
DQG�LQ�D�SDQLF�WR�VWRS�WKH�QRLVH��,�SXOOHG�WKH�OHYHU��7KUHH�PLQXWHV�
ODWHU�ZH�KHDUG�WKH�VLUHQV�RI�)RVWHU�&LW\łV�ğQHVW�DQG�RXU�VWDII�KDG�
DQ�XQSODQQHG�ğUH�GULOO��b0\�ODFN�RI�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�WKH�IXQGDPHQWDO�
SXUSRVHV�RI�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�GHYLFH�OHG�WR�D�PDMRU�GLVUXSWLRQ�DW�&3&�
DV�ZHOO�DV�IRU�RXU�ğUH�GHSDUWPHQW��b1RW�WR�PHQWLRQ�WKH�ULEELQJ�,�
took this week from my co-workers!

,�DOVR�OHDUQHG�WKLV�ZHHN�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�RWKHU�GHYLFHV�WKDW�ZH�PXVW�
SURWHFW� IURP�PLVXVH�� ,I� ZH� WUHDW� WKHP� SRRUO\�� WKHVH� DPD]LQJ�
GHYLFHV�ZLOO�QRW� IXQFWLRQ� FRUUHFWO\��7DNH�D� ODS� WRS� FRPSXWHU�� ,W�
GRHVQłW�VD\�RQ�WKH�FRPSXWHU��Ń3OHDVH�GR�QRW�SRRU�FRIIHH�RQ�WKH�
NH\ERDUGń�RU�ŃGRQłW�SODFH�\RXU�FXS�RI�FRIIHH���LQFKHV�IURP�\RXU�
NH\ERDUG�ń�b:HOO��RQ�7KXUVGD\�,�ZDV�WDONLQJ�ZLWK�VRPHRQH�LQ�P\�
RIğFH�DV�,�RIWHQ�GR�DQG�,�JUDEEHG�IRU�P\�FRIIHH�DV�,�RIWHQ�GR��EXW�
WKLV�WLPH�,�VORVKHG�VRPH�FRIIHH�RQ�P\�FRPSXWHU�NH\ERDUG��b7KLV�
ZRQGHUIXO�GHYLFH�PDGH� IRU�P\�FRQYHQLHQFH�DQG�EOHVVLQJ�QRZ�
KDV� DQ� DSSRLQWPHQW� DW� WKH�$SSOH� VWRUH�� ,� QHHGHG� D� ELJ� Ń/ń� IRU�
ORVHU�WDSHG�RQ�P\�IRUHKHDG��6R�,�PXVW�VD\�WKLV�JRW�PH�WR�JLYH�
careful thought to my ways.

2XU�SDVVDJHV�WKLV�PRUQLQJ�DUH�DERXW�UHWXUQLQJ�WR�WKH�EDVLFV��2XU�
SDVVDJHV� LQ�7KH�6WRU\�UHYHDO�WR�XV�*RGłV�SULRULWLHV��7KLV�SDUW�RI�
7KH�6WRU\�UHYROYHV�DURXQG�D�SDUWLFXODU�EXLOGLQJ�FDOOHG�WKH�WHPSOH�
RI�*RG��Ń*HQWOHPHQ��WKLV�LV�WKH�WHPSOH�ń�7KLV�EXLOGLQJ�UHYHDOV�VR�

PXFK�PRUH�WKDQ�DUFKLWHFWXUH�DQG�GHVLJQ��LW�UHYHDOV�WKH�KHDUW�RI�
*RG��DQG�KRZ�ZH�FDQ�FRQQHFW�ZLWK�KLV�KHDUW�HVSHFLDOO\�ZKHQ�ZH�
feel like such a loser.

Going back two weeks, we looked at the fall of Jerusalem to the 
%DE\ORQLDQV�DQG�UHDG�WKDW�WKH�WHPSOH�RI�*RG�ZDV�UDQVDFNHG�DQG�
GHVWUR\HG�� ,W�ZDV�RQH�RI� WKH�GDUNHVW� WLPHV� LQ�-HZLVK�KLVWRU\�� ,W�
was a time of sorrow and suffering and death. There was no 
GRXEW��LQ�WKH�ORZHU�VWRU\�IRU�WKRVH�SHRSOH�ZKR�HQGXUHG�LW��WKDW�
*RG�KDG�UHPRYHG�KLV�EOHVVLQJ�� ,W�ZDV�KDUG�WR�HYHQ�LPDJLQH�DQ�
XSSHU�VWRU\�RI�KRSH�WKDW�*RG�ZRXOG�VRPHKRZ�UHGHHP�WKLV�VLWX-
DWLRQ�IRU�WKHLU�GHVFHQGDQWV��b7KH\�KDG�VFUHZHG�LW�XS��7KH�IDOO�RI�
-HUXVDOHP�WRRN�SODFH�LQ�����%&��b

7KH�FRQTXHULQJ�.LQJ�1HEXFKDGQH]]DU�DWWHPSWHG�WR�HUDVH�-HZLVK�
FXOWXUH� DQG� IDLWK�� 7KRVH�KH�GLGQłW� NLOO� KH� H[LOHG� WR�SDUWV�RI�KLV�
HPSLUH�WR�LPPHUVH�WKHP�LQWR�%DE\ORQLDQ�FXOWXUH��/DVW�ZHHN�ZH�
read about Daniel and his friends in Babylon who courageously 
NHSW�WKHLU�IDLWK�LQ�XQKRO\�SODFHV��b

7RGD\� ZH� EHJLQ� ��� \HDUV� DIWHU� WKH� IDOO� RI� -HUXVDOHP��
1HEXFKDGQH]]DU��ZKR�ZDV�WKH�PRVW�SRZHUIXO�PDQ�RQ�HDUWK��ZDV�
QRZ�GHDG�DQG�KLV�NLQJGRP�EHFDPH�D�VPDOO�SDUDJUDSK�LQ�ZRUOG�
KLVWRU\�DQG�D�QHZ�HPSLUH�KDV�ULVHQ��,W�ZDV�WKH�3HUVLDQ�(PSLUH�OHG�
E\�.LQJ�&\UXV��,�ZRXOGQłW�VD\�WKDW�&\UXV�ZDV�D�IROORZHU�RI�*RG��
he was more likely a follower of many gods. But he did recog-
QL]H�WKH�*RG�RI�$EUDKDP��,VDDF�DQG�-DFRE�DQG�WKH�VSHFLDO�FLW\�RI�
-HUXVDOHP��b6R�LQ�����%&��&\UXV�LVVXHG�D�SURFODPDWLRQ�UHFRUGHG�
LQ�WKH�ERRN�RI�(]UD��“This is what the Cyrus the King of Persia 
VD\V��bŁ7KH�/RUG�WKH�*RG�RI�KHDYHQ��KDV�JLYHQ�PH�DOO�WKH�NLQJGRPV�
RI�WKH�HDUWK�DQG�KH�KDV�DSSRLQWHG�PH�WR�EXLOG�D�WHPSOH�IRU�KLP�
DW�-HUXVDOHP�LQ�-XGDK��b$Q\�RI�KLV�SHRSOH�DPRQJ�\RX�PD\�JR�XS�
WR�-HUXVDOHP�LQ�-XGDK�DQG�EXLOG�WKH�WHPSOH�RI�WKH�/25'��WKH�*RG�
RI�,VUDHO��WKH�*RG�ZKR�LV�LQ�-HUXVDOHP��DQG�PD\�WKHLU�*RG�EH�ZLWK�
WKHPłńb�(]UD��������

&DQ� \RX� LPDJLQH� KRZ� WKLV� JHQHUDWLRQ� RI� -HZV� PXVW� KDYH�
IHOW"�b:H�JHW�WR�JR�KRPH��:H�JHW�WR�UHEXLOG�WKH�SODFH�ZKHUH�*RG�
ZLOO�GZHOO�ZLWK�XV��:H�KDYH�WKH�EOHVVLQJ�DQG�WKH�ğQDQFLQJ�IURP�
WKLV�NLQJ�RI�3HUVLD�WR�UHWXUQ�WR�RXU�SURPLVHG�ODQG�WR�JR�DQG�ZRU-
VKLS�RXU�.LQJ�� (]UD� WHOOV� XV� WKDW� DOPRVW� ������� OHIW�ZLWK�R[HQ��
FDPHOV��DQG�GRQNH\V�DQG�����VLQJHUV�

7ZR� \HDUV� ODWHU� 7HPSOH� FRQVWUXFWLRQ� EHJDQ��:LWKLQ� WZR� \HDUV�
WKH\� KDG� ODLG� D� IRXQGDWLRQ�� ,W�ZDV� KDUG�ZRUN�� DQG�ZKLOH� WKH\�
ZRUNHG�RQ�WKH�WHPSOH�WKH\�ZHUH�WU\LQJ�WR�HVWDEOLVK�WKHLU�KRXVHV�
DQG� OLYHOLKRRGV�� $OVR�� WKHUH�ZKHUH� QRQ�EHOLHYHUV� DURXQG� WKHP�
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ZKR� IHOW� WKUHDWHQHG� RU� MHDORXV� E\� WKHVH� -HZV� UHWXUQLQJ� DQG�
EXLOGLQJ��6R�WKH\�GLG�HYHU\WKLQJ�WKH\�FRXOG�WR�PDNH�LW�IUXVWUDWLQJ�
for them. 

(]UD�WHOOV�XV�WKDW�WZR�\HDUV�ODWHU�LQ�����%&�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�VWRSSHG�
RQ�WKH�7HPSOH��b6R�D�IRXQGDWLRQ�KDG�EHHQ�ODLG�DQG�LW�MXVW�VDW�WKHUH��
6RRQ� LW� EHFDPH�RYHUJURZQ� DQG� DOPRVW� IRUJRWWHQ�� ,W� SDLQWHG� D�
VDG�SLFWXUH�RI�D�FKDQJH�LQ�SULRULWLHV��6L[WHHQ�PRUH�\HDUV�SDVVHG��
,Q�WKDW�WLPH�.LQJ�&\UXV�ZDV�NLOOHG�LQ�D�EDWWOH�DQG�D�JX\�QDPHG�
'DULXV�WRRN�RYHU�DV�WKH�QHZ�NLQJ�RI�3HUVLD�

(QWHU�+DJJDL��$�SURSKHW�ZKR� OLNHO\�DUULYHG� LQ�WKH�ğUVW�ZDYH�RI�
��������b7KHRORJLDQV�UHIHU�WR�KLP�DV�WKH�VXFFHVVIXO�SURSKHW��b+LV�
PDLQ�PHVVDJH�ZDV�WKH�WHPSOH�SURMHFW�DQG�LQ�RQO\�WZR�UHFRUGHG�
FKDSWHUV�ZH�VHH�KRZ�*RG�XVHG�KLP�DPRQJ�KLV�IHOORZ�-HZV��b6R�
LQ�����%&�ZH�UHDG�

Ń,Q�WKH�VHFRQG�\HDU�RI�.LQJ�'DULXV��RQ�WKH�ğUVW�GD\�
of the sixth month, the word of the LORD came 

through the prophet Haggai to Zerubbabel son of 

6KHDOWLHO��bJRYHUQRU�RI�-XGDK��DQG�WR�-RVKXD�VRQ�RI�
-R]DGDN��WKH�KLJK�SULHVWń��+DJJDL������

:KDW�+DJJDL�VDLG�QH[W�UHYHDOHG�WKH�KHDUW�RI�WKH�SHRSOH�� b ,W�UH-
YHDOHG�WKHLU�SULRULWLHV��

The People’s Priority
“This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘These 

people say, the time has not yet come to rebuild 

WKH�/25'ł6�KRXVHłń�������

1RWLFH�LW�LV�ŃWKHVH�SHRSOH�ń�QRW�WKH�QRUPDO�ŃP\�SHRSOH�ńb(YHQ�WKDW�
LV�D�UHEXNH��b7KLV�ZDV�D�UDUH�SKUDVH�LQ�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW��b,W�PHDQW�
WKDW�*RG�ZDVQłW�SOHDVHG�ZLWK�WKHP��:DV�+DJJDL�WKLQNLQJ��Ń:K\�
DUH�*RGłV�SHRSOH�ZDLWLQJ�VR�ORQJ�WR�GR�WKH�YHU\�WKLQJ�WKH\�FDPH�
EDFN�WR�GR"�+RZ�GLG�WKH\�ORVH�WKHLU�IRFXV"ń�7KH\�KDG�VWDUWHG�RXW�
VR�VWURQJ��1RWLFH�WKH\�GLGQłW�GHQ\�WKDW�EXLOGLQJ�LW�ZDV�WKHLU�UH-
VSRQVLELOLW\�� ,łP�VXUH�WKDW�WKHUH�ZDV�D� ORW�RI�HFRQRPLF�VWUXJJOH�
DQG�SROLWLFDO�LQVWDELOLW\��DQG�IURP�D�KXPDQ�SHUVSHFWLYH�LW�PD\EH�
PDGH�VHQVH�WR�SXW�RII�WKH�UHEXLOGLQJ��b

<HW�\RX�DQG�,�NQRZ�WKDW�*RG�LVQłW�ERXQG�E\�HFRQRPLFV�DQG�SROL-
WLFV��7KH� UHDO�SUREOHP�ZDV�PLVSODFHG�SULRULWLHV��:H�FDQ�JHW� VR�
HDVLO\�FDXJKW�XS�RQ�RXU�RZQ�OLIH�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�WKDW�ZH�PLVV�RXW�
RQ�ZKDW�LV�VR�LPSRUWDQW��:H�ORVH�VLJKW�RI�WKH�FRQFHSW�WKDW�ZH�
ZHUH�FUHDWHG�WR�EULQJ�*RG�JORU\��7KH�WHPSOH�ZDV�VLJQLğFDQW�EH-
FDXVH�LW�ZDV�ZKHUH�\RX�PHW�*RG��7KH�WHPSOH�UHYHDOHG�WKH�KHDUW�
RI�*RG��7KH�/RUG�RI�$OPLJKW\��7KH�/RUG�RI�+RVWV��GLGQłW�ZDQW�WR�
EH�KLJK�XS�RQ�D�PRXQWDLQ��KH�ZDQWHG�WR�EH�GRZQ�LQ�WKH�YDOOH\�
QH[W�WR�KLV�SHRSOH��+H�ZDQWHG�WR�EH�DFFHVVLEOH��b

,�KDYH� OHDUQHG� IRU� WKH�RQH�ZKR�ZDQWV� WR�GR�ZKDW� LV� ULJKW�� WKH�
WLPH��UHVRXUFHV�DQG�WKH�HQHUJLHV�VHHP�WR�EHFRPH�DYDLODEOH��%XW�
IRU�WKRVH�RI�XV�ZKR�DUH�JUHDW�DW�LQYHQWLQJ�H[FXVHV�RU�KLGLQJ�EH-
KLQG�H[FXVHV��WKH�ULJKW�WLPH�WR�REH\�QHYHU�VHHPV�WR�FRPH��b

The Lord’s Response
“Then the word of the LORD came through the 

SURSKHW�+DJJDL��bŁ,V�LW�D�WLPH�IRU�\RX�\RXUVHOYHV�WR�EH�
OLYLQJ�LQ�\RXU�SDQHOHG�KRXVHV��ZKLOH�WKLV�KRXVH�UH-

mains in ruin?’ Now this is what the LORD Almighty 

VD\V��Ł*LYH�FDUHIXO�WKRXJKW�WR�\RXU�ZD\Vłń���������

Ń*LYH� FDUHIXO� WKRXJKW� WR� \RXU� ZD\VĽń� /LNH� /RPEDUGL� KROGLQJ�
XS�D�IRRWEDOO�*RG� LV�VD\LQJ�� Ń*HQWOHPHQ�� WKLV� LV�P\�KRXVH��<RX�
PLVWUHDW� LW�� WKHUH�DUH�FRQVHTXHQFHV�ń�7R�SDUDSKUDVH��:K\�HDFK�
ZHHNHQG� DUH� \RX� UXQQLQJ�GRZQ� WR�+RPH�'HSRW� WR� EX\�PRUH�
VXSSOLHV� WR� UHEXLOG�� UHQRYDWH�DQG�SDQHO�\RXU�RZQ�KRXVH�ZKHQ�
P\�WHPSOH�UHPDLQV�D�IRXQGDWLRQ�DQG�D�SLOH�RI�UXEEOH"

Ń<RX�KDYH�SODQWHG�PXFK��EXW�KDUYHVWHG�OLWWOH��<RX�
HDW��EXW�QHYHU�KDYH�HQRXJK��<RX�GULQN��EXW�QHYHU�
KDYH� \RXU� ğOO�� <RX� SXW� RQ� FORWKHV�� EXW� DUH� QRW�
ZDUP��<RX�HDUQ�ZDJHV��RQO\�WR�SXW�WKHP�LQ�D�SXUVH�
ZLWK�KROHV�LQ�LWń���������

,Q� WKH�+HEUHZ�WKH�DUUDQJHPHQW�RI� WKHVH�YHUEV�DGGV�IRUFH�WKDW�
WKLV�LV�WLPHOHVV�WUXWK�IRU�DOO�SHRSOH��DV�DSSOLFDEOH�WR�XV�DV�LW�ZDV�WR�
WKH��������LQ�-HUXVDOHP��6HH�WKH�LURQ\"�b7KH�KDUGHU�WKHVH�SHRSOH�
ZRUNHG�IRU�WKHPVHOYHV�DQG�WKH�PRUH�WKH\�LQYHVWHG�PDVVLYH�HQ-
HUJLHV�WR�EHDXWLI\LQJ�WKHLU�OLYHV��WKH�OHVV�WKH\�KDG�PDWHULDOO\�EH-
FDXVH�WKH\�LJQRUHG�WKHLU�VSLULWXDO�OLYHV��b

7KH�SULQFLSOH�LV�FOHDU��1R�RQH�FKHDWV�*RG�ZLWKRXW�FKHDWLQJ�KLPVHOI�
DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��%XW�WKH�UHYHUVH�LV�MXVW�DV�FOHDU��,I�ZH�SXW�*RG�ğUVW��
KH�ZLOO�SURYLGH�IRU�RXU�GHHSHVW�QHHGV�DQG�WKRVH�VHFRQGDU\�WKLQJV�
follow. Jesus said, Ń6HHN�ğUVW�WKH�NLQJGRP�RI�*RG�DQG�+LV�ULJKWHRXV-
QHVV��DQG�DOO�WKHVH�WKLQJV�VKDOO�EH�DGGHG�WR�\RXń��0W��������

,WłV�QRW�ZURQJ�WR�ZDQW�IXOO�OLYHV��,WłV�QDWXUDO�WR�VHHN�VDIH�DQG�FRP-
IRUWDEOH�SODFHV� WR� OLYH�� MREV� WKDW�SURYLGH�� WKH�ğQDQFLDO� VHFXULW\��
JRRG� IRRG� DQG� JUHDW� UHODWLRQVKLSV��:KDW� LV� ZURQJ�� RU� ZKDW� ,�
should say, what is sinful, is trying to scratch our itch for fullness 
E\�SXUVXLQJ� WKLQJV� WKDW� DUH� QRW� GHVLJQHG� WR� EH���� IRU� ğQGLQJ�
IXOOQHVV�� 6HHNLQJ� WKH� WKLQJV� RI� WKLV�ZRUOG� ğUVW� LV� OLNH� WU\LQJ� WR�
VFUDWFK�DQ�LWFK�ZLWK�D�ğUH�DODUP��,W�SUHWHQGV�WR�VDWLVI\�IRU�WKH�PR-
ment, but then a screeching alarm goes off and there are conse-
TXHQFHV�� ,Q�/RPEDUGL�IDVKLRQ��Ń*HQWOHPHQ��SXWWLQJ�*RG�ğUVW� LV�
where satisfaction is found.”

The Lord’s Priority
Ń7KLV�LV�ZKDW�WKH�/25'�$OPLJKW\�VD\V��bŁ*LYH�FDUHIXO�
WKRXJKW�WR�\RXU�ZD\V��b*R�XS�WR�WKH�PRXQWDLQV�DQG�
bring down timber and build my house, so that I 

PD\� WDNH�SOHDVXUH� LQ� LW� DQG�EH�KRQRUHG� VD\V� WKH�
/25'��Ł<RX�H[SHFWHG�PXFK��EXW�VHH��LW�WXUQHG�RXW�
WR�EH�OLWWOH��b:KDW�\RX�EURXJKW�KRPH��,�EOHZ�DZD\��
:K\"ł�GHFODUHV�WKH�/25'�$OPLJKW\��Ł%HFDXVH�RI�P\�
house which remains in ruin, while each of you is 

EXV\�ZLWK�\RXU�RZQ�KRXVH��7KHUHIRUH��EHFDXVH�RI�
\RX�WKH�KHDYHQV�KDYH�ZLWKKHOG�WKHLU�GHZ�DQG�WKH�
HDUWK�LWV�FURSV��b,�FDOOHG�IRU�D�GURXJKW�RQ�WKH�ğHOGV�
and the mountains, on the grain, the new wine, 



WKH�ROLYH�RLO�DQG�HYHU\WKLQJ�HOVH� WKH�JURXQG�SUR-

GXFHV��RQ�SHRSOH�DQG�OLYHVWRFN��DQG�RQ�DOO�WKH�ODERU�
RI�\RXU�KDQGVń����������

,� WKLQN� DPRQJ� XV� WKLV� PRUQLQJ� WKHUH� ZLOO� EH� WKUHH� GLIIHUHQW�
NLQGV�RI�UHDFWLRQV�WR�D�PHVVDJH�RQ�SULRULWLHV��6RPH�RI�XV�DOUHDG\�
NQRZ�WKDW�RXU�SULRULWLHV�DUH�RXW�RI�ZKDFN��$QG�ZHłUH�DIUDLG�RI�
ZKDW�*RG�PD\�EH�DVNLQJ�XV�WR�GR��<RX�DUH�DVNLQJ��Ń:KDW�DUH�WKH�
LPSOLFDWLRQV�RI� UHDUUDQJLQJ�\RXU�SULRULWLHV� IRU�KRZ� ,� DP� OLYLQJ�
WRGD\"ń�<RXłUH�DIUDLG�WKDW�UHDUUDQJLQJ�\RXU�SULRULWLHV�LV�JRLQJ�WR�
FDXVH�FRQĠLFW�LQ�\RXU�PDUULDJH��RU�\RX�ZLOO�KDYH�WR�JLYH�XS�WKLQJV�
\RX�UHDOO\�HQMR\��,I�WKLV�LV�\RX��,�EHOLHYH�*RG�ZDQWV�WR�UHPLQG�\RX�
WRGD\� WKDW�KH� ORYHV� \RX�PRUH� WKDQ�\RX� FDQ�HYHU� LPDJLQH��<RX�
can trust him because he is not out to get you. God wants to do 
H[WUDRUGLQDU\�WKLQJV�LQ�\RXU�OLIH�DQG�\RX�FDQ�WUXVW�KLP�WR�JXLGH�
\RX�LQ�ZD\V�WKDW�DUH�WUXVWZRUWK\�DQG�JRRG��$QG�WR�\RXU�IHDU"�7KH�
%LEOH�VD\V� WKHUH� LV�RQO\�RQH�WKLQJ�WKDW�FDVWV�RXU� IHDU�� ,WłV�*RGłV�
SHUIHFW� ORYH� IRU� \RX� QR�PDWWHU� ZKDW� \RXU� FLUFXPVWDQFHV� DQG�
SUHVHQW�WURXEOHV��

2WKHUV�RI�XV�IHHO�SUHWW\�JRRG�DERXW�ZKHUH�RXU�SULRULWLHV�DUH��%XW�
ZH�NQRZ�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�DOZD\V�URRP�IRU�LPSURYHPHQW��0D\EH�\RX�
KDYH�ZRUNHG�KDUG�WR�DOLJQ�\RXU�SULRULWLHV�ZLWK�WKH�WHDFKLQJV�RI�
WKH�%LEOH��b%XW�\RX�DOVR�NQRZ�WKDW�NHHSLQJ�\RXU�SULRULWLHV�IRFXVHG�
LV�D�SURFHVV��DQG�\RX�NQRZ�WKURXJK�\RXU�RZQ�H[SHULHQFHV�WKDW�
SULRULWLHV�FDQ�GULIW�JUDGXDOO\�DZD\�IURP�*RGłV�SODQ��7RGD\�\RX�
DUH�RSHQ�WR�UHH[DPLQH�WKHP��HYHQ�ğQH�WXQH�WKHP�LQ�D�ZD\�*RG�
PLJKW�OHDG�\RX��b*RG�LV�SOHDVHG�ZKHQ�ZH�DUH�RSHQ�WR�WKH�OHDGLQJ�
E\�KLV�6SLULW�

)LQDOO\�WKHUH�DUH�VRPH�RI�XV�ZKR�DUH�WRWDOO\�FRQYLQFHG�WKDW�RXU�
SULRULWLHV� DUH� MXVW� ğQH� DQG� GRQłW� QHHG� DQ\� UHHYDOXDWLRQ�� 6RPH�
PLJKW�EH�IHHOLQJ�D�ELW�GHIHQVLYH�WKLV�PRUQLQJ��<RX�IHHO�\RX�DUH�
VSHQGLQJ�\RXU�WLPH�DQG�PRQH\�DQG�HQHUJ\�H[DFWO\�WKH�ZD\�*RG�
ZDQWV�\RX�WR��<RX�PD\�EH�WKLQNLQJ�WKLV�VHUPRQ�RQ�SULRULWLHV�LV�
for someone else. To you may God bless you as you seek to be 
KXPEOH� DQG� RSHQ� DQG� QRW� VR� SURXG� WR� WKLQN� \RX� KDYH� OLIH� DOO�
ğJXUHG�RXW��%H�RSHQ�WR�UHIRFXVLQJ��WDNH�QHZ�VWHSV�RI�IDLWK��DQG�
GRQłW�EH�VK\�DERXW�KHOSLQJ�WKH�UHVW�RI�XV�RQ�RXU�MRXUQH\�DV�ZHOO�

:H� KDYH� ORRNHG� DW� WKH� SHRSOHłV� SULRULW\�� WKH� /RUGłV� UHVSRQVH��
WKH�/RUGłV�SULRULW\��1RZ� OHWłV� ORRN�DW� WKH�SHRSOH� LQ� -HUXVDOHPłV�
UHVSRQVH�

The People’s Response
7KHQ� =HUXEEDEHO� VRQ� RI� 6KHDOWLHO�� -RVKXD� VRQ� RI�
-R]DGDN��WKH�KLJK�SULHVW��DQG�WKH�ZKROH�UHPQDQW�RI�
WKH�SHRSOH�REH\HG�WKH�YRLFH�RI�WKH�/25'�WKHLU�*RG�
and the message of the prophet Haggai, because 

WKH�/25'�WKHLU�*RG�KDG�VHQW�KLP��b$QG�WKH�SHRSOH�
IHDUHG�WKH�/25'��������

,�GRQłW�WKLQN�ZH�VKRXOG�VNLS�RYHU�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�JHWWLQJ�SULRULWLHV�
ULJKW� EHJLQV�ZLWK� OHDGHUVKLS� JHWWLQJ� WKHLU� SULRULWLHV� ULJKW�� 7KLV�
LV�ZK\�ZH�EHOLHYH� WKDW� RXU� SDVWRUV�� HOGHUV� DQG� OHDGHUV� VHW� WKH�
SDFH�IRU�XV�RQ�SULRULWLHV��$QG�WKH�SHRSOH�UHVSRQGHG�E\�IHDULQJ�

WKH� /RUG�� ,Q� WKH� %LEOH� WR� IHDU� WKH� /RUG� LV� DQ� DWWLWXGH� RI� UHYHU-
HQFH�WRZDUG�*RG�WKDW� OHDGV�WR�WUXVW��1RWLFH� LQ�WKH�SULRU�YHUVHV�
OHDGLQJ�XS�WR�WKHVH�WKH\�GLGQłW�MXVW�VD\��Ń2ND\�*RG��RXU�EDG��ZH�
ZLOO�VWDUW�EXLOGLQJ�DJDLQ�ń�WKHQ�JR�WR�SLFN�XS�WKHLU�KDPPHUV�DQG�
FKLVHOV�DQG�VWDUW�SRXQGLQJ�DZD\��:KDW�GLG�WKH\�GR�EHIRUH�WKH\�
VWDUWHG� UH�EXLOGLQJ"� 7KH\� FRQVLGHUHG� WKHLU� ZD\V�� 7KH\� HYDOX-
DWHG�WKHPVHOYHV��7KH\�FKHFNHG�WKHLU�PRWLYHV��0LQLVWU\�ZLWKRXW�
WKH�ULJKW�PRWLYHV�LV�PHDQLQJOHVV�� ,W�ZDVQłW� LPSRUWDQW�WKDW�WKH\�
MXVW�JHW�EXV\�DQG�UHEXLOG��LW�ZDV�LPSRUWDQW�WKDW�WKHLU�PRWLYH�IRU�
rebuilding was the right one. Once they had committed to be 
REHGLHQW�WKH\�UHFHLYHG�WKH�HQFRXUDJLQJ�ZRUG��b0\�IDYRULWH�YHUVH�
LQ�WKLV�SDVVDJH�

Ń7KHQ� +DJJDL�� WKH� /25'ł6� PHVVHQJHU�� JDYH� WKLV�
message of the LORD to the people: ‘I am with 

\RX�ł�GHFODUHV�WKH�/25'łń��������

)RU�VRPH�RI�XV�KHUH�WRGD\�ZH�QHHG�WKH�UHPLQGHU��b:H�QHHG�WKLV�
HQFRXUDJHPHQW�� b*RG�LV�ZLWK�XV�DV�ZH�VWHS�RXW�DQG�DOLJQ�ZLWK�
KLV�SULRULWLHV��b

“So the LORD stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel… 

DQG� WKH� VSLULW� RI� -RVKXDĽ� DQG� WKH� VSLULW� RI� WKH�
ZKROH� UHPQDQW� RI� WKH� SHRSOH�� 7KH\� FDPH� DQG�
EHJDQ�WR�ZRUN�RQ�WKH�KRXVH�RI�WKH�/25'�$OPLJKW\��
their God, on the twenty-fourth day of the sixth 

PRQWKń�����������

:KHQ�WKH\�SXW�WKHPVHOYHV�LV�D�SRVLWLRQ�RI�WUXVW�DQG�VXUUHQGHU�WR�
*RG��KH�VWLUUHG�XS�WKHLU�KHDUWV�IRU�DFWLRQ��b7KHUH�LV�DQ�H[FLWHPHQW�
DERXW�EHLQJ�DOLJQHG�ZLWK�*RGłV�SULRULWLHV��b7KHUH�LV�DQ�H[FLWHPHQW�
WKDW�FRPHV�ZLWK�GRLQJ�WKH�WKLQJV�*RG�FDOOV�XV�WR�GR��2XU�WUXH�SUL-
RULWLHV�DUH�UHYHDOHG�QRW�LQ�ZKDW�ZH�VD\�EXW�DUH�UHYHDOHG�WKURXJK�
RXU�DFWLRQV��$V�*RG�VDLG�WKURXJK�+DJJDL�EDFN�LQ�YHUVH����Ń*LYH�
careful thought to your ways.” 

The Lord’s Priority For Us 
0D\EH�\RX�DUH�ZRQGHULQJ�ZKDW�KDSSHQHG��'LG�WKH\�HYHU�ğQLVK�
WKH�WHPSOH"�7KH\�GLG��$QG�LQ�D�FRXSOH�RI�ZHHNV�ZH�ZLOO�OHDUQ�VRPH�
ZRQGHUIXO�OHVVRQV�RQ�OHDGHUVKLS�DV�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�FRQWLQXHV��7KH�
WHPSOH�WKDW�WKHVH��������VWDUWHG�EXLOGLQJ�ZDV�WKH�VDPH�WHPSOH�
WKDW�-HVXV�ZHQW�WR�DV�D�ER\��+HURG�WKH�*UHDW�VSUXFHG�LW�XS�TXLWH�
D�ELW�EXW�LW�ZDV�QHYHU�DV�ODUJH�DQG�JUDQG�DV�6RORPRQłV�7HPSOH��
,W�ZDV�WKH�VDPH�WHPSOH�WKDW�-HVXV�DQG�KLV�IDPLO\�ZHQW�WR�HYHU\�
3DVVRYHU� WR� RIIHU� VDFULğFHV�� 7KH� FRORQQDGH� DUHD�ZDV� WKH� VDPH�
DUHD�ZKHUH�3DXO�JDYH�VHUPRQV��<RX�FDQ�DFWXDOO\�ZDON�RQ�VRPH�RI�
WKH�RULJLQDO�VWRQH�VWHSV�WKDW�ZHUH�SODFHG�WKHUH�����\HDUV�EHIRUH�
&KULVW��'RHV�WKH�WHPSOH�H[LVW�WRGD\"�1R��RQO\�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQ���,Q�
���$'�DERXW����\HDUV�DIWHU�&KULVWłV�GHDWK�5RPDQ� VROGLHUV�GH-
VWUR\HG�WKH�SK\VLFDO�WHPSOH�ZKLOH�SXWWLQJ�GRZQ�D�-HZLVK�UHEHO-
OLRQ�DJDLQVW�5RPH�

$V�ZH�ğQLVK� WKLV�PRUQLQJ�� LWłV� LPSRUWDQW� WKDW�ZH� WU\� WR�PRYH�
IURP�D�SK\VLFDO�WHPSOH�WR�D�VSLULWXDO�WHPSOH��,WłV�LPSRUWDQW�WKDW�
ZH� LQWURGXFH� D� QHZ� SLFWXUH� RI� *RGłV� WHPSOH�� 7KDW� WHPSOH� LQ�
+DJJDLłV�GD\�ZDV�D�SLFWXUH�RU�D�W\SH�WKDW�SRLQWHG�WR�&KULVW�DQG�



7KLV�PHVVDJH�IURP�6FULSWXUH�ZDV�SUHDFKHG�RQ�6XQGD\��)HEUXDU\���������DW�&HQWUDO�3HQLQVXOD�&KXUFK
�����6KHOO�%RXOHYDUG�_�)RVWHU�&LW\�&$�������_��������������_�ZZZ�FSFZHE�RUJ��$GGLWLRQDO�FRSLHV�DYDLODEOH�RQ�UHTXHVW�
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KLV�FKXUFK��b'R�\RX�UHPHPEHU�UHDGLQJ�DERXW�ZKHQ�-HVXV�FKDVHG�
WKH�PRQH\FKDQJHUV�IURP�WKH�WHPSOH�FRXUWV"�b7KH�-HZLVK�OHDGHUV�
DVNHG�IRU�D�VLJQ�WR�SURYH�KH�KDG�WKH�DXWKRULW\�WR�GR�WKDW��b'R�\RX�
UHPHPEHU�-HVXVł�UHVSRQVH"�Ń'HVWUR\�WKLV�WHPSOH�DQG�,�ZLOO�UDLVH�
LW�DJDLQ�LQ�WKUHH�GD\V�ń�7KH\�UHVSRQGHG��Ń,W�WRRN�\HDUV�WR�EXLOG�
WKH�WHPSOH�DQG�\RX�FDQ�UHEXLOG�LW�LQ�WKUHH�GD\V"ń But John said 
LQ�FKDSWHU�������Ń%XW�WKH�WHPSOH�KH�KDG�VSRNHQ�RI�ZDV�KLV�ERG\�ń�b

+LV� %RG\� LV� WKH� 7HPSOH��+LV� %RG\� LV� WKH� FKXUFK�� 7RGD\�ZH� DUH�
SDUW� RI� *RGłV� VSLULWXDO� WHPSOH� LQ� WKLV�ZRUOG�� 7KH� $SRVWOH� 3DXO�
said, ŃĽ�\RX�DUH�QR�ORQJHU�IRUHLJQHUV�DQG�VWUDQJHUV��EXW�IHOORZ�
FLWL]HQV�ZLWK�*RGłV�SHRSOH�DQG�DOVR�PHPEHUV�RI�KLV�KRXVHKROG��
EXLOW�RQ�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQ�RI�WKH�DSRVWOHV�DQG�WKH�SURSKHWV��ZLWK�
&KULVW�-HVXV�KLPVHOI�DV�WKH�FKLHI�FRUQHUVWRQH��,Q�KLP�WKH�ZKROH�
EXLOGLQJ�LV�MRLQHG�WRJHWKHU�DQG�ULVHV�WR�EHFRPH�D�KRO\�WHPSOH�LQ�
WKH�/25'��b$QG�LQ�KLP�\RX�WRR�DUH�EHLQJ�EXLOW�WRJHWKHU�WR�EHFRPH�
D�GZHOOLQJ�LQ�ZKLFK�*RG�OLYHV�E\�KLV�6SLULWń��(SK�����������

7KH�/RUG�LV�WKH�FRUQHUVWRQH�RI�WKLV�KRO\�WHPSOH��7KHQ�WKHUH�LV�D�
IRXQGDWLRQ�ODLG�E\�WKH�DSRVWOHV�DQG�SURSKHWV�WKURXJK�WKH�:RUG�
RI�*RG��b$QG�WKHQ�WKHUH�LV�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�WHPSOH��7KDWłV�PDGH�XS�
RI�VLQQHUV�OLNH�XV�ZKR�FRPH�WR�D�VDYLQJ�NQRZOHGJH�RI�-HVXV�&KULVW��
:KHQ�,�FDPH�WR�IDLWK�LQ�&KULVW�DQRWKHU�EULFN�ZDV�DGGHG��b:KHQ�
\RX�FDPH�WR�IDLWK�LQ�&KULVW�DQRWKHU�EULFN�ZDV�DGGHG�WR�WKLV�VSLUL-
WXDO�WHPSOH�WKDW�*RG�LV�EXLOGLQJ�RQ�HDUWK��WKLV�SODFH�ZKHUH�*RG�
dwells with us. 

$V�*RG�VWLUUHG� LQ� WKH�KHDUW�RI� WKHVH� -HZV� LQ�+DJJDL��� WR�EXLOG�
*RGłV�WHPSOH��PD\�ZH�ŃJLYH�FDUHIXO�WKRXJKW�WR�RXU�ZD\V�ń�0D\�
*RG�VWLU�LQ�RXU�KHDUWV�PRUH�DQG�PRUH�WKH�PRWLYDWLRQ�DQG�WKHQ�
WKH�DFWLRQ�WR�UHDFK�RXW�WR�SHRSOH�ZKR�GR�QRW�KDYH�WKDW�VDYLQJ�
NQRZOHGJH�RI�-HVXV�&KULVW� WR�EXLOG�*RGłV�7HPSOH�RQ�HDUWK��Ń$V�
\RX� FRPH� WR� KLP�� WKH� OLYLQJ� 6WRQHŋUHMHFWHG� E\� KXPDQV� EXW�

FKRVHQ�E\�*RG�DQG�SUHFLRXV�WR�KLPŋ\RX�DOVR��OLNH�OLYLQJ�VWRQHV��
DUH�EHLQJ�EXLOW�LQWR�D�VSLULWXDO�KRXVH�WR�EH�D�KRO\�SULHVWKRRG��RI-
IHULQJ�VSLULWXDO�VDFULğFHV�DFFHSWDEOH�WR�*RG�WKURXJK�-HVXV�&KULVWń�
���3HWHU��������

1RZ�VWD\�ZLWK�PH�RQ�WKLV��b7KHVH�VFULSWXUHV�UHYHDO�WKH�FKXUFK�WR�
EH�D�ZRUOGZLGH�ERG\�DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�ORFDO�ERG\�KHUH�DW�&3&��%XW�
WKH�VFULSWXUHV�DOVR�VSHDN�RI�HDFK�LQGLYLGXDO�EHOLHYHU�DV�WKH�WHPSOH�
RI�WKH�/RUG��3DXO�VD\V�LQ���&RULQWKLDQV�������Ń'R�\RX�QRW�NQRZ�
WKDW�\RX�\RXUVHOYHV�DUH�*RGłV�WHPSOH�DQG�WKDW�*RGłV�6SLULW�OLYHV�
LQ�\RX"ń��7KDW�LV�WKH�EHDXWLIXO�P\VWHU\�RI�WKH�FKXUFK�ZLWK�&KULVW�
DV�WKH�KHDG�RI�KLV�ERG\��6R�WKH�FKXUFK�LV�FRUSRUDWH��WKURXJKRXW�
WKH�ZRUOG���ORFDO��&3&�LV�DQ�H[DPSOH���DQG�LQGLYLGXDO��WKH�LQGL-
YLGXDO�EHOLHYHU�LV�DOVR�WKH�WHPSOH�RI�WKH�/RUG��

:KDW�DUH�*RGłV�SULRULWLHV�IRU�PH"�+H�VD\V��Ń,�DP�ZLWK�\RX�ń�+H�
ZDQWV� WR�EH�FORVH� WR�PH�DQG�FRQQHFW�ZLWK�PH��+H�FDOOV�PH� WR�
EHFRPH�D�OLYLQJ�VWRQH��b,�DP�WR�EH�EXLOW�XS�LQ�KLP�LQWR�D�VSLULWXDO�
KRXVH�ZKHUH�,�DP�OLQNHG�XS�ZLWK�RWKHU�EHOLHYHUV��:H�PLQLVWHU�WR�
HDFK�RWKHU�DV�D�KRO\�SULHVWKRRG��ORYLQJ�HDFK�RWKHU��EHDULQJ�HDFK�
RWKHUłV�EXUGHQV��DQG�VHUYLQJ�HDFK�RWKHU��UHDOO\�OLYLQJ�LQ�&KULVWLDQ�
FRPPXQLW\� MRLQHG� WRJHWKHU� OLNH� EULFNV� LQ� D�ZDOO�� ,� GRQłW� NQRZ�
ZKDW�LV�JRLQJ�RQ�LQ�\RXU�OLIH��EXW�,�GR�NQRZ�WKHVH�IXQGDPHQWDO�
SULRULWLHV�KH�KDV�IRU�PH�DUH�WKH�VDPH�SULRULWLHV�KH�KDV�IRU�\RX��
7KH\�DUH�WLPHOHVV�DQG�IRU�HYHU\�JHQHUDWLRQ�DQG�FLUFXPVWDQFH�

,� KRSH� WKH� /RUG� KDV� VWLUUHG� \RXU� VSLULW� UHJDUGLQJ� KLV� KHDUW� IRU�
KLV� FKXUFK� WKLV� PRUQLQJ�� ,Q� /RPEDUGL� IDVKLRQ�� Ń/DGLHV� DQG�
*HQWOHPHQ�� WKLV� LV� WKH� FKXUFK�ń� 7KH� FKXUFK� LV� WKH�KRSH�RI� WKH�
ZRUOG��b/HWłV�EH�DOO�DERXW�ZKDW�WKH�FKXUFK�LV�GHVLJQHG�WR�GR�

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


