
Friday night Julie and I saw the movie Selma. It’s the story of 
Martin Luther King’s leadership in the civil rights movement 
to remove voting barriers set up in the south to keep African 
Americans from exercising their newly given right to vote. The 
PRYLH� WRXFKHG� XV� DQG� UHPLQGHG� XV� RI� WKH� VDFULğFH�� WKH� FRP-
PLWPHQW��DQG�WKH�GDQJHU�WKHVH�PHQ�DQG�ZRPHQ�IDFHG�DV�WKH\�
sought to stand up for truth and justice in an unholy place by 
confronting maybe the biggest issue social in their time—racial 
injustice and discrimination. Martin Luther King was not per-
IHFW��IDU�IURP�LW��EXW�KH�UHFRJQL]HG�WKH�ZURQJ�EHLQJ�FRPPLWWHG�
DQG� E\� FRQIURQWLQJ� WKHVH� LQMXVWLFHV� ZLWK� QRQYLROHQW� SURWHVWV��
he showed integrity and courage. It was a burden and a calling 
0DUWLQ�IHOW�GHHS�LQ�KLV�KHDUW�� ,W�ZDV��ŃDV�D�&KULVWLDQ�KRZ�FRXOG�
,� QRW� ğJKW� DJDLQVW� WKLV� LQMXVWLFH"Ń� <RX� FRXOG� VHH� KRZ� KH� ZDV�
WHPSWHG�WRZDUG�D�VRIWHU�OLIH��<RX�FRXOG�VHH�WKH�KDUG�HIIHFW�WKLV�
calling had on his family. But he was called.  He was called to be 
a holy person in an unholy place. 

0DUWLQ� /XWKHU� .LQJ�ZDV� DVVDVVLQDWHG�$SULO� ��� ����� RQ� D� KRWHO�
EDOFRQ\� LQ� 0HPSKLV�� 7HQQHVVHH�� 7KDW� VDPH� QLJKW� 6HQDWRU�
Bobby Kennedy was scheduled to make a campaign speech in 
,QGLDQDSROLV��:LWKRXW�QRWHV��ZLWKRXW�SUHSDUDWLRQ�DQG�IURP�WKH�
EDFN�RI�D�ĠDWEHG�WUXFN�%REE\�DQQRXQFHG�'U��.LQJłV�GHDWK��:KDW�
KH�VDLG�LQ�WKH�QH[W�ğYH�PLQXWHV�ZDV�FRQVLGHUHG�WR�EH�RQH�RI�WKH�
greatest speeches ever delivered. 

“I have some very sad news for all of you and for all of our fellow 
citizens and people who love peace all over the world. And that is that 
Martin Luther King was shot and killed in Memphis, Tennessee today. 
Martin Luther King dedicated his life to love and have justice between 
fellow human beings. He died in the cause of that effort. In this dif-
ğFXOW�GD\�LQ�WKLV�GLIğFXOW�WLPH�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�LW�LV�ULJKW�WR�DVN�
what kind of a nation we are and what kind of a direction we want to 
move in. For those of you who are black, considering the evidence that 
ZKLWH�SHRSOH�ZHUH�UHVSRQVLEOH��\RX�FDQ�EH�ğOOHG�ZLWK�ELWWHUQHVV��KD-
tred, and a desire for revenge. We can move that direction as a country 
ZLWK�JUHDWHU�SRODUL]DWLRQ��EODFNV�DQG�ZKLWHV�ğOOHG�ZLWK�KDWUHG�WRZDUG�
one another. Or we can make an effort as Martin Luther King did to 
understand, comprehend and make an effort to replace that violent 
stain of racial bloodshed across our land with an effort to understand, 
show compassion and love.” 

7KHQ�KH�TXRWHV�WKH�*UHHN�SRHW�$HVFK\OXV��“Even in our sleep, pain 
which we cannot begat falls drop by drop upon the heart until in our 
own despair and against our will comes wisdom through the awful 
JUDFH�RI�*RG��:KDW�ZH�QHHG� LQ� WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV� LV�QRW�GLYLVLRQ�� LV�
QRW�KDWUHG��LV�QRW�YLROHQFH�RU�ODZOHVVQHVV��:KDW�ZH�QHHG�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�
States is love, wisdom, and compassion toward one another, a feeling 

of justice for those who still suffer in our country whether they be 
black or white.” 

Then we see an insight into what Bobby was feeling about his 
life and his future as he sought to show integrity and courage 
in an unholy place. We can do well in this country. We will have 
GLIğFXOW� WLPHV��:H�KDG�GLIğFXOW� WLPHV� LQ� WKH�SDVW��DQG�ZH�ZLOO�
KDYH�GLIğFXOW�WLPHV�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH��,W�LV�QRW�WKH�HQG�RI�YLROHQFH�RU�
ODZOHVVQHVV� RU� GLVRUGHU�� EXW� WKH� YDVW�PDMRULW\� RI�ZKLWH� SHRSOH�
and the vast majority of black people in this country want to live 
WRJHWKHU��LPSURYH�WKH�TXDOLW\�RI�OLIH��DQG�WKH\�ZDQW�MXVWLFH�IRU�DOO�
human beings. 

Then he quoted a Greek philosopher who said what only Jesus 
&KULVW�FDQ�EULQJ�DERXW��Ń7R�WDPH�WKH�VDYDJHQHVV�RI�PDQ�DQG�PDNH�
gentle the life of this world.” Let us dedicate ourselves to that and 
VD\�D�SUD\HU�IRU�RXU�FRXQWU\�DQG�IRU�RXU�SHRSOH��6L[W\�WKUHH�GD\V�
later after giving a campaign speech in the Ambassador Hotel in 
/RV�$QJHOHV��%REE\�.HQQHG\�WRRN�D�VKRUWFXW�WKURXJK�WKH�NLWFKHQ�
to leave the hotel.  His security warned him that that direction 
ZDV�QRW�VHFXUHG��EXW�KH�WRRN�LW�DQ\ZD\�DQG�KH�ZDV�VKRW�WR�GHDWK�
by an assassin who felt betrayed by Bobby’s support for Israel to 
GHIHQG�KHUVHOI�LQ�WKH���GD\�ZDU��

Last week we learned that Jerusalem was about to fall. God’s 
SHRSOH�ZHUH� VDG�� VXIIHULQJ� DQG�G\LQJ��'XULQJ� WKDW� WLPH�� WKHUH�
was a historical event that took place. It was called the exile. 
1HEXFKDGQH]]DU�ZDV�WKH�NLQJ�RI�WKH�%DE\ORQLDQ�(PSLUH�DQG�KH�
was waging a successful war against the Kingdom of Judah. He 
was successful because God removed his blessing from all of 
Israel because of their sin and rebellion and unbelief. As part 
RI�KLV�EDWWOH�SODQ��.LQJ�1HEXFKDGQH]]DU�KDG�KXQGUHGV�RI�WKRX-
sands of Israelites exiled from their promised land and dispersed 
DPRQJ�WKH�HQWLUH�0LGGOH�(DVW��7KLV�H[LOH�ZDV�DQ�DWWHPSW�WR�GH-
VWUR\�DQ\�EHOLHI�LQ�WKH�*RG�RI�$EUDKDP��,VDDF�DQG�-DFRE�DQG�WR�
replace the law of God with the law of the pagan Babylonians. 

0DQ\�,VUDHOLWHV��LQFOXGLQJ�RXU�JX\V�ZH�ZLOO�PHHW�WRGD\��ZHUH�H[-
LOHG�LQWR�D�IRUHLJQ�DQG�XQKRO\�SODFH��7KHLU�QDPHV�ZHUH�'DQLHO��
6KDGUDFK��0HVKDFK�DQG�$EHGQHJR�DQG� WKH\� IRXQG� WKHPVHOYHV�
H[LOHG�LQWR�WKH�FDSLWDO�FLW\�RI�%DE\ORQ��WKH�FHQWHU�RI�%DE\ORQLDQ�
HPSLUH��+RZ�FRXOG�WKHVH�ER\V�UHPDLQ�KRO\�LQ�DQ�XQKRO\�SODFH"�
If we think about it all of us likely feel at times that we are in a 
foreign and unholy place. In fact the Bible reminds us that we are 
indeed in an unholy place and we are pilgrims; that our home is 
not here; our home is in heaven. It shouldn’t feel like home here. 
But I am not called to hide out and watch from a distance. I’m 
FDOOHG� WR�KRQRU�*RG�� WR�HQJDJH� WKH� FXOWXUH�� WR�EH� FRXUDJHRXV��
ZLVH��DQG�FRPSDVVLRQDWH�DQG�PDNH�D�VWDQG�WR�EH�D�KRO\�SHRSOH�
in an unholy place.  May God help each of us to understand what 
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WKDW�PHDQV��ZKDW�WKDW�ORRNV�OLNH�LQ�RXU�ORZHU�VWRU\�DV�ZH�ORRN�DW�
KLV�XSSHU�VWRU\�IURP�WKH�%RRN�RI�'DQLHO��FKDSWHU����

Ń7KHQ�WKH�NLQJ�RUGHUHG�$VKSHQD]��FKLHI�RI�KLV�FRXUW�RIğFLDOV��
to bring into the kings service some of the Israelites from 
the royal family and the nobility – young men without any 
physical defect, handsome, showing aptitude for every kind 
of learning, well informed, quick to understand, and quali-
ğHG�WR�VHUYH�LQ�WKH�NLQJłV�SDODFH��+H�ZDV�WR�WHDFK�WKHP�WKH�
ODQJXDJH�DQG�OLWHUDWXUH�RI�WKH�%DE\ORQLDQVń��YHUVHV������

'DQLHO� DQG� KLV� IULHQGV� ğW� WKH� GHVFULSWLRQ�� 7KH\�ZHUH� SUREDEO\�
EHWZHHQ�������\HDUV�ROG��QR�SK\VLFDO�RU�PHQWDO�KDQGLFDS��WKH\�
ZHUH�WR�EH�JRRG�ORRNLQJ��DQG�WKH\�ZHUH�WR�EH�VPDUW�DQG�TXLFN�
learners and capable to serve in the king’s palace.

6R�WKHVH�-HZLVK�ER\V�ZHUH�LPPHUVHG�LQ�WKH�%DE\ORQLDQ�FXOWXUHĽ�
SKLORVRSK\�� ODQJXDJH�� %DE\ORQLDQ� WKHRORJ\�� DVWURORJ\�� VFLHQFH�
and medicine. They were to be trained for three years so that 
they would eventually reject their God and their worship and em-
brace the false gods of Babylonia and slide right into the nation’s 
OLIHVW\OH�DQG�FXOWXUH��$URXQG�WKH�SDODFH��'DQLHO�ZDVQłW�NQRZQ�DV�
'DQLHO��EXW�%HOWHVKD]]DU��QDPHG�DIWHU�D�SDJDQ�GHLW\��7R�JHW�WKHVH�
boys to buy into the culture they even changed their names.

They really had the good life when you compare their accom-
modations with others who were suffering outside the palace. 
In fact it goes on to say that the king served them the richest 
RI� IRRG�DQG�ZLQH��6R�QR�ELJ�GHDO� ULJKW"�:HOO��\HV� LW�ZDV��)RU�D�
follower of God the Law of Moses forbids eating meat that was 
VDFULğFHG�WR� LGROV�� ,W�ZDV� OLNHO\�WKDW�WKH�PHDW�WKH\�ZHUH�VHUYHG�
ZDV�XVHG�LQ�LGRO�ZRUVKLS��VR�LI�WKH\�KDG�HDWHQ�LW�WKH\�ZRXOG�KDYH�
compromised their convictions in that unholy place. 

Ń%XW�'DQLHO�UHVROYHG�QRW�WR�GHğOH�KLPVHOI�ZLWK�WKH�UR\DO�
IRRG�DQG�ZLQH��DQG�KH�DVNHG�WKH�FKLHI�RIğFLDO�IRU�SHUPLV-
VLRQ�QRW�WR�GHğOH�KLPVHOI�WKLV�ZD\ń��Y�����

+H�KDG�D�GLHW�RI�ZDWHU�DQG�YHJHWDEOHV��DQG�LQ�WKH�RULJLQDO� ODQ-
JXDJH� WKDW� LQFOXGHV� JUDLQV�� DQG� *RG� EOHVVHG� 'DQLHO� DQG� KLV�
teenage friends. 

I broke out these chapters into three big stages of life. There is 
VRPHWKLQJ�IRU�HYHU\�DJH�WKDW�ZH�FDQ�OHDUQ�IURP�'DQLHO��7R�WKRVH�
ZKR�DUH�KHUH�WRGD\�DQG�DUH�\RXQJ��'DQLHO�ZDV�\RXU�DJH�ZKHQ�
he did this. Here is the warning he gives you: Beware of the fatty 
GLHW�RI�WKH�FXOWXUH��'HYHORS�DQ�DSSHWLWH�IRU�LQWHJULW\�DQG�FRXUDJH��
+RZ"�(DW�ULJKW��(DW�WKH�IRRG�WKDW�QRXULVKHV��,WłV�LQWHUHVWLQJ��WKH�
Bible compares the Word of God to milk and meat. The Word of 
God is food for the soul. I want you to imagine a coffee pot full 
RI�GD\�ROG�FRIIHH��,WłV�GDUN��LWłV�ELWWHU��LWłV�QRW�JRRG�WR�GULQN��1RZ�
take that pot and place it under the faucet in your kitchen sink 
DQG�WXUQ�RQ�WKH�IUHVK�ZDWHU��:KDW�KDSSHQV"�*UDGXDOO\�WKH�ZDWHU�
LQ�WKH�SRW�JHWV�OLJKWHU�DQG�OLJKWHU��<RX�FRXOG�WKURZ�LQ�VRPH�PRUH�
ROG�FRIIHH�DQG�LW�ZRXOG�GDUNHQ�D�ELW��EXW�WKHUH�LV�WKLV�FRQVWDQW�
FOHDQVLQJ��ĠXVKLQJ�RI�WKH�GDUN�FRQWHQWV�RI�WKH�SRW�JRLQJ�RQ��,WłV�
the same with the soul. We make a steady diet on God’s word 
instead of our culture’s word and we change. The Bible says that 
*RGłV�ZRUG�LV�OLYLQJ��,W�KDV�WKH�SRZHU�WR�WUDQVIRUP��WR�ĠXVK�RXW�
WKH�GDUN��*RGłV�ZRUG�LV�DOLYH�DQG�SHQHWUDWHV�WKH�KHDUW��FRQIRUPV�
us to God and not to the culture. 

+RZ�HOVH"�+DQJ�ZLWK�RWKHU�&KULVWLDQV�ZKR�KDYH�WKH�VDPH�JRDOV��
:KDW�DUH�WKRVH�JRDOV"�7R�HDW�ULJKW�VSLULWXDOO\�DQG�WR�VWDQG�XS�IRU�
integrity and with courage. I would venture to say that most of 
XV�DGPLUHG�'U��.LQJ��EXW�LI�ZH�KDG�WKH�RSWLRQ��LI�ZH�ZHUH�WKHUH��
ZRXOG�ZH� IROORZ�KLP"�(YHQ� LI� LW�PHDQW�KDYLQJ� WKH� FRXUDJH� WR�
IROORZ� KLP� WR� MDLO"� ,� WKLQN� KLV� IROORZLQJ� ZRXOG� KDYH� GURS� RII�
dramatically if it meant danger to follow. Most people admire 
-HVXV��EXW�ZKHQ�-HVXV�VDLG��Ń)ROORZ�PH�ń�KLV�SRSXODULW\�GURSSHG�
RII�ELJ�WLPH��-HVXV�QHYHU�VDLG�Ń$GPLUH�PH�ń�+H�VDLG�Ń)ROORZ�PH�ń��
That takes courage. We can do this together. Hang with other 
&KULVWLDQ� IULHQGV� ZKR� XQGHUVWDQG� WKLV� FKDOOHQJH� RI� LQWHJULW\�
and courage. And God blesses it. Look at how he blessed young 
'DQLHO�DQG�KLV�IULHQGV�

“In every matter of wisdom and understanding about 
which the king questioned them, he found them ten 
times better than all the magicians and enchanters in 
KLV�ZKROH�NLQJGRPń��Y������

It goes on to say that they graduated at the top of their class 
and their knowledge even surpassed the knowledge of the 
Babylonian wise men. 

In chapter 2 we can read that the king was troubled by his 
dreams and that his wise men couldn’t interpret the dreams so 
WKH\�EURXJKW�'DQLHO�LQ�DQG�KH�LQWHUSUHWHG�WKHP��7KH�ODWWHU�KDOI�
RI�'DQLHOłV�OLIH�LV�ğOOHG�ZLWK�SURSKHFLHV�DERXW�KRZ�*RG�ZLOO�HQG�
this world and establish his kingdom in its fullness. God blessed 
'DQLHO�ZLWK�DQ�DELOLW\�WR�LQWHUSUHW�GUHDPV�

6R�D� IHZ�\HDUV�SDVVHG�DQG�'DQLHO�DQG�KLV� IULHQGV�DUH�ZKDW�ZH�
PLJKW� FDOO�PLGGOH�DJHG�� ,Q� FKDSWHU� ��ZH� VHH� WKUHH� RI�'DQLHOłV�
IULHQGV�KDYH�DQ�DPD]LQJ�HQFRXQWHU�ZLWK�*RG�DV�WKH\�VWRRG�XS�
with integrity and courage in an unholy place. This was a life or 
GHDWK�WHVW���$W�WKLV�WLPH�6KDGUDFK��0HVKDFK�DQG�$EHGQHJR�KDG�
important positions in Babylon. The king had appointed them to 
oversee his affairs in the province. 

%\�WKLV�WLPH�LW�ZDV�DW�OHDVW�����%&�DQG�-HUXVDOHP�KDG�QRZ�IDOOHQ�
DQG�1HEXFKDGQH]]DU�GHFLGHG�KH�ZDQWHG�WR�EXLOG�DQ�LPDJH�WKDW�
could be seen from miles around. It was likely built for the pur-
pose of discrediting the God of Israel and it would be used to unify 
his empire and place himself in complete authority. It was gold 
SODWHG��SUREDEO\�GHVLJQHG�DQG�EXLOW�WR�VKRZ�WKDW�WKH�%DE\ORQLDQ�
HPSLUH�ZRXOG�ODVW�IRUHYHU��,W�ZDV����IHHW�KLJK�DQG���IHHW�ZLGH��
:KHQ�WKLV�LPDJH�RU�LGRO�ZDV�FRPSOHWHG��LW�ZDV�GHGLFDWHG���

“Then the herald loudly proclaimed, ‘Nations and peo-
ples of every language, this is what you are commanded 
WR�GR���$V�VRRQ�DV�\RX�KHDU�WKH�VRXQG�RI�WKH�KRUQ��ĠXWH��
zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of music, you must 
fall down and worship the image of gold that King 
1HEXFKDGQH]]DU�KDV�VHW�XS��:KRHYHU�GRHV�QRW�IDOO�GRZQ�
and worship will immediately be thrown into a blazing 
IXUQDFHłń���������

Our men who were eating right spiritually and hanging together 
with integrity and courage did just what a follower of God should 
GR��7KH\�UHIXVHG�WR�ERZ�WR�WKH�JUDYHQ�LPDJH��6RPH�DVWURORJHUV�ZKR�
were probably passed up for a promotion because of these men 
ZHQW�WR�WKH�NLQJ�WR�WHOO�KLP�WKDW�6KDGUDFK��0HVKDFK�DQG�$EHGQHJR��
ŃSD\�QR�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�\RX��<RXU�0DMHVW\��7KH\�QHLWKHU�VHUYH�\RXU�JRGV�
nor worship the image of god you have set up.”  



7KH�NLQJ�ZDV�IXULRXV�DQG�KH�VHQW�IRU�WKH�PHQ��,WłV�LQWHUHVWLQJ��LWłV�
WKLV�PRPHQW�ZKHQ�VRPHERG\�UHDOL]HV�WKDW�GHDWK�LV�LQHVFDSDEOH�
and they had one thing they could do to get out of it. All they had 
to do was follow the Babylonian king instead of God.  All they 
had to do was bend their knee and they would escape unimagi-
nable pain and death. 

“Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to him, 
‘King Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend our-
VHOYHV�EHIRUH�\RX� LQ�WKLV�PDWWHU�� ,I�ZH�DUH�WKURZQ�LQWR�
the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver 
XV� IURP� LW�� DQG�KH�ZLOO� GHOLYHU�XV� IURP�<RXU�0DMHVW\łV�
KDQGń������������

Here we see the epitome of integrity and courage. These men 
ZKR� KDG� EHHQ� JURXQGHG� LQ� WKHLU� IDLWK�� WHVWHG� DV� \RXQJ�PHQ��
PDGH�PDWXUH�DQG�FRPSOHWH��ZHUH�DEOH�WR�IROORZ�*RG�SDVW�D�MDLO�
FHOO�DQG�LQWR�D�ğHU\�IXUQDFH��

“But even if he does not, we want you to know, Your 
Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or worship the 
LPDJH�RI�JROG�\RX�KDYH�VHW�XSń��������

7R�WKH�PLGGOH�DJHG��UHPHPEHU�ZKR�ORYHV�\RX��<RX�KDYH�D�KLVWRU\�
ZLWK�*RG��5HPHPEHU�IURP�ODVW�ZHHN"�,W�ZDV�IURP�/DPHQWDWLRQV�
DQG� LW�ZDV� DOO� DERXW�*RGłV� JUHDW� ORYH��*RGłV� FRPSDVVLRQV� WKDW�
QHYHU� IDLO��DQG�KRZ�JUHDW� LV�*RGłV� IDLWKIXOQHVV��)RU� WKHVH� WKUHH�
PHQ��WKH\�KDG�WR�EH�WKLQNLQJ��Ń*RG��ZH�KDYH�EHHQ�IDLWKIXO��ZH�
KDYH�ORYHG�\RX��ZH�KDYH�VWRRG�XS�ZLWK�LQWHJULW\�DQG�FRXUDJH��,V�
WKLV�KRZ�LW�ZLOO�HQG"�,V�WKLV�\RXU�ORYH�KHUH"ń

A big middle-aged lesson for me is this: I cannot judge God’s love 
by every single action and circumstance that happens around 
PH��$QG�IRU�VRPH�RI�XV�KHUH�WRGD\�WKLV�PLJKW�PDNH�PRUH�VHQVH��,�
cannot judge God’s love by his inactions�DURXQG�PH��*RG��LI�\RX�
UHDOO\�ORYHG�PH�\RX�ZRXOG�KDYH�VWRSSHG�WKLV�RU�GRQH�WKDW��'RLQJ�
that only leads to despair when actions or lack of action doesn’t 
make sense to me.

,Q�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�WU\LQJ�WR�VWDQG�XS�ZLWK�LQWHJULW\�DQG�FRXUDJH��
in the middle of trying to be a follower of God instead of an ad-
PLUHU�RI�*RG��WKHUH�LV�RQO\�RQH�LUUHIXWDEOH��XQGHQLDEOH�SLHFH�RI�
HYLGHQFH�RI�*RGłV�ORYH��,WłV�WKH�FURVV�RI�-HVXV�&KULVW��,Q�WKH�GDUNHVW�
days—when maybe you are calling out to him and he doesn’t 
UHVSRQG��\RX�EHJ�KLP�IRU�DQ�DQVZHU�WKDW�GRHVQłW�FRPHŌLWłV�WKH�
cross that proves you can know God’s love in spite of what you 
DUH�IHHOLQJ�DW�WKH�PRPHQW��7R�WUXVW�LQ�*RGłV�DFWLRQV�\RX�ğUVW�KDYH�
WR�EH�FHUWDLQ�RI�KLV�ORYH��5RPDQV�����VD\V��“God demonstrated his 
own love for us in this, while we were still sinners Christ died for 
us.”�-HVXV�&KULVW�GLG�WKH�JUHDW�VXIIHULQJ��+H�ZDV�WKH�VXIIHUHU�VR�
that we wouldn’t have to suffer. When we are certain of God’s 
love we endure incredible circumstances through faith. And 
because they were certain of God’s love these three men were 
empowered to refuse to bow down in compromise or in crises.

“Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abednego, and his attitude toward them 
FKDQJHG��+H�RUGHUHG�WKH�IXUQDFH�KHDWHG�VHYHQ�WLPHV�KRWWHU�
than usual and commanded some of the strongest soldiers 
in his army to tie up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego 
DQG� WKURZ� WKHP� LQWR� WKH� EOD]LQJ� IXUQDFH�Ľ� 7KHQ� .LQJ�
Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement  and 
DVNHG� KLV� DGYLVHUV�� Ł:HUHQłW� WKHUH� WKUHH�PHQ� WKDW� ZH�
WLHG�XS�DQG�WKUHZ�LQWR�WKH�ğUH"ł�Ń7KH\�UHSOLHG��Ł&HUWDLQO\��
<RXU�0DMHVW\�ł� +H� VDLG�� Ł/RRN�� ,� VHH� IRXU�PHQ�ZDONLQJ�

DURXQG� LQ� WKH� ğUH�� XQERXQG� DQG� XQKDUPHG�� DQG� WKH�
IRXUWK�ORRNV�OLNH�D�VRQ�RI�WKH�JRGVłń������ŋ���������

,W�VD\V�WKH\�ZHUH�VWLOO�LQ�WKHLU�ZRUN�UREHV��WURXVHUV�DQG�WXUEDQV��
7KH�ğUH�ZDV� VR�KRW� WKDW� LW� NLOOHG� WKH� VROGLHUV�ZKR� WKUHZ� WKHP�
into it. ,�ZRQGHU�ZKDW�WKH\�ZHUH�VD\LQJ�WR�HDFK�RWKHU"�:DV�WKH�
4th man telling them how proud God was of them for showing 
VXFK�LQWHJULW\�DQG�FRXUDJH�DV�WKH\�IROORZHG�*RG"�,�ZRQGHU�LI�KH�
was telling them that this act of courage will be remembered for 
thousands of years throughout history. Or that men and women 
RYHU�WKH�FHQWXULHV�ZKR�DUH�IDFLQJ�VXIIHULQJ�DQG�SHUVHFXWLRQ��RU�
WULDO�RU�HYHQ�GHDWK��ZRXOG�EH�VWUHQJWKHQHG�E\�KHDULQJ�WKHLU�VWRU\"�

$QG�ZKDW�ZHUH� WKHVH�PHQ� VD\LQJ� WR� WKH��WK�PDQ"�:HUH� WKH\�
SRXULQJ� RXW� WKHLU� DGRUDWLRQ� DQG� ZRUVKLS"� 7KH� DGRUDWLRQ� DQG�
ZRUVKLS�WKH\�KDG�QRW�ODLG�RXW�WR�WKH�JUDYHQ�LPDJH"�7KLV�IXUQDFH��
WKLV�VWDQGLQJ�XS�LQ�WKH�IXUQDFH��KDG�WXUQHG�RXW�WR�EH�WKH�JUHDWHVW�
thing they had ever experienced. The furnace turned out to be 
the place where they met God. God meets us in the furnace too. 
2QH�FRPPHQWDWRU�ZURWH��Ń*RG�SURPLVHV�WR�PHHW�XV�LQ�WKH�IXU-
QDFH��QRW�GHOLYHU�XV�IURP�WKH�IXUQDFH�ń�$V�-HVXV�PHW�WKHP�LQ�WKH�
IXUQDFH��KH�PHHWV�XV� LQ�RXU� IXUQDFH�WRR��+ROG�RQ�WR�ZKDW�\RX�
OHDUQHG�DV�D�\RXQJ�SHUVRQ��DQG�KDYH�IDLWK�WKDW�*RG�ZLOO�GHOLYHU�
you in the furnace for his glory.

“Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach and 
$EHGQHJR�LQ�WKH�SURYLQFH�RI�%DE\ORQń��������

Julie and I were able to get away to the Napa Valley over 
Thanksgiving. We did a tour of one of the wineries. We had a 
great time and learned a lot. We didn’t know anything. One of 
the things we learned was that there are certain times when the 
fruit is the sweetest and when it is the least sweet. Harvest is 
in the early fall. The nights are cooler but the days still get very 
KRW��:H�OHDUQHG�WKDW�WKH�KDUYHVWHUV��LQ�RUGHU�WR�JHW�WKH�VZHHWHVW�
IUXLW��ZDLW� XQWLO� WKH� DEVROXWH�KRWWHVW� SDUW� RI� WKH� GD\� DQG� WKHQ�
WKH\�KDUYHVW�WKH�JUDSHV��/HVVRQ"�7KH�VZHHWHVW�IUXLW�FRPHV�ZKHQ�
WKH�SODQW�LV�VWUHVVHG�E\�KHDW��$QG�\RX�NQRZ�IRU�XV��ZH�PLGGOH�
DJHG�&KULVWLDQV�ZLWK�D�OLWWOH�OLIH�XQGHU�RXU�EHOWV��WKLV�ORYLQJ�*RG�
meets us often in the furnace. Those times when we are called 
to show courage and integrity. May this story give us strength in 
the heat of battle. 

:H�KDYH�WDONHG�WR�WKH�\RXWK��ZH�KDYH�WDONHG�WR�WKH�PLGGOH�DJHG��
$W�DQRWKHU�SODFH�RQ�RXU�YLQH\DUG�WRXU��RXU�JXLGH�WDONHG�DERXW�WKH�
oldest vines. They always kept some of the oldest vines around. 
+H�VDLG�RI�WKHVH�ROG�YLQHV��Ń<RX�KDYH�WR�WDNH�FDUH�RI�WKHP��EXW�
they still manage to produce the sweetest fruit of the entire 
vineyard. It takes them a little longer than the younger vines to 
SURGXFH�WKHLU�IUXLW��EXW�LW�LV�WKH�EHVW�IUXLW�LQ�WKH�YLQH\DUG�ń�,�WKLQN�
'DQLHO�FKDSWHU���LV�IRU�WKH�ROG�YLQHV��WKH�SLOODUV�RI�WKH�YLQH\DUG��

7R� WKH� 3LOODUV�� <RXłUH� QRW� GRQH� \HW�� ,Q� FKDSWHU� �� 'DQLHO� LV� DQ�
ROG�PDQ�� SUREDEO\� ��� \HDUV� ROG�� +H� KDV� RXWOLYHG� WKH� UHLJQ� RI�
1HEXFKDGQH]]DU�DQG�%DE\ORQłV� FRQWURO�ZDV� VKRUW�OLYHG��'DQLHO�
had seen a lot in his life.  The Persians were now in control just 
WKH�ZD\�'DQLHO�KDG�SURSKHVLHG�EDFN�LQ�FKDSWHU����,Q�%DE\ORQ�WKH�
PDQ�LQ�FKDUJH�ZDV�'DULXV��WKH�DVVLVWDQW�WR�WKH�NLQJ�ZKR�VHUYHG�
&\UXV�WKH�3HUVLDQ�NLQJ��



7KLV�PHVVDJH�IURP�6FULSWXUH�ZDV�SUHDFKHG�RQ�6XQGD\��-DQXDU\����������DW�&HQWUDO�3HQLQVXOD�&KXUFK�6RXWK
�����6KHOO�%OYG��_�)RVWHU�&LW\��&$�������_��������������_�ZZZ�FSFZHE�RUJ��$GGLWLRQDO�FRSLHV�DYDLODEOH�RQ�UHTXHVW�
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7KH�VWRU\�RI�'DQLHO�LQ�WKH�OLRQłV�GHQ�LV�SUREDEO\�IDPLOLDU�WR�PRVW�RI�
XV��+RZHYHU��PDQ\�RI�XV�FDQłW�UHFDOO�ZK\�'DQLHO�ZDV�VHQWHQFHG�WR�
be killed by lions. He was sentenced to death not because he had 
GRQH�VRPHWKLQJ�ZURQJ��EXW�EHFDXVH�KH�KDG�GRQH�ULJKW�LQ�*RGłV�
sight. As Martin Luther King understood sometimes in our world 
people are punished for doing right and rewarded for sinning. 

Just when you thought that it was the right time to retreat from 
WKH�KHDW��DQG� OHW�VRPH�\RXQJ�EXFN�VKRZ�FRXUDJH��*RG�VD\V�� Ń,�
GRQłW� FDUH� LI� \RX� DUH� ��� \HDUV� ROG�� LWłV� VWLOO� WLPH� WR� IROORZ�ń� 6R�
FKDSWHU���WHOOV�XV�WKDW�'DQLHO�JRW�D�SURPRWLRQ��+H�ZDV�RYHU�DOO�
the other administrators and government workers. 

“Now Daniel so distinguished himself among the admin-
istrators and the satraps by his exceptional qualities that 
WKH� NLQJ�SODQQHG� WR� VHW� KLP�RYHU� WKH�ZKROH� NLQJGRP��
$W�WKLV��WKH�DGPLQLVWUDWRUV�DQG�WKH�VDWUDSV�WULHG�WR�ğQG�
grounds for charges against Daniel in his conduct of 
JRYHUQPHQW�DIIDLUV��EXW�WKH\�ZHUH�XQDEOH�WR�GR�VR��7KH\�
FRXOG�ğQG�QR�FRUUXSWLRQ�LQ�KLP��EHFDXVH�KH�ZDV�WUXVW-
ZRUWK\�DQG�QHLWKHU�FRUUXSW�QRU�QHJOLJHQWŃ���������

%HFDXVH� WKH\� FRXOGQłW� ğQG� IDXOW� WKH\�PDGH� D� ODZ�PDNLQJ� WKH�
SUDFWLFH�RI�'DQLHOłV�IDLWK�LOOHJDO��7KH\�ZHQW�WR�WKH�NLQJ�DQG�KDG�
D�GHFUHH�GUDZQ�XS�WKDW�VDLG��Ń,I�DQ\RQH�SUD\V�WR�DQ\�RWKHU�JRG�
RU�DQ\�KXPDQ�EHLQJ�GXULQJ�WKH�QH[W����GD\V�H[FHSW�WR�\RX��WKH\�
shall be thrown into the lion’s den.”  They lied to the king saying 
WKDW�DOO�WKH�RIğFLDOV�KDG�DJUHHG�ZLWK�WKLV�GHFUHH��DQG�'DQLHO�ZDV�
never asked.

“Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been 
published, he went home to his upstairs room where 
WKH�ZLQGRZV�RSHQHG� WRZDUG� -HUXVDOHP��7KUHH� WLPHV�D�
day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks 
WR�KLV�*RG��MXVW�DV�KH�KDG�GRQH�EHIRUHń��������

'DQLHO�GLGQłW�MXVW�JR�DQG�SUD\�WKUHH�WLPHV�D�GD\�EHFDXVH�WKH�KHDW�
was turned up. He had been doing this every day and he con-
WLQXHG�WR�GR� LW�QR�PDWWHU� WKH�FULVHV��'R�\RX�RQO\�PHHW�*RG� LQ�
HPHUJHQFLHV"� ,I� VR��PD\� WKLV� WH[W� FKDOOHQJH�\RX� WR�FRQVLVWHQWO\�
ZDON�ZLWK�*RG��UHJXODUO\�PHHWLQJ�ZLWK�*RG�LQ�SUD\HU�

7KH�JRYHUQPHQW�JX\V�ZDVWHG�QR�WLPH�H[SRVLQJ�'DQLHOłV�GLVREH-
dience to the decree. 

“Then these men went as a group and found Daniel 
SUD\LQJ� DQG� DVNLQJ�*RG� IRU� KHOS�� 6R� WKH\�ZHQW� WR� WKH�
king and spoke to him about his royal decree:  ‘Did you 
not publish a decree that during the next thirty days 
anyone who prays to any god or human being except 
WR� \RX��<RXU�0DMHVW\��ZRXOG�EH� WKURZQ� LQWR� WKH� OLRQVł�
GHQ"łń���������D��

7KH�NLQJłV�UHVSRQVH�WHOOV�XV�D�ORW�DERXW�KLV�UHVSHFW�IRU�'DQLHO��,W�
VD\V�WKH�NLQJ�ZDV�GLVWUHVVHG�ZKHQ�KH�KHDUG�WKLV��'DQLHO�ZDV�KLV�
ROG�IULHQG��DQG�KLV�WUXVWHG�VHUYDQW�DQG�KH�KDG�WR�RUGHU�KLV�GHDWK�

“So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and 
WKUHZ�KLP�LQWR�WKH�OLRQVł�GHQ��7KH�.LQJ�VDLG�WR�'DQLHO��
‘May your God, whom you serve continually, rescue 
\RX�łń��������

Then they rolled a stone over the top and the king put his own 
signet ring in a seal over the stone and the execution order was 
FDUULHG�RXW��7KH�NLQJ�UHWXUQHG�WR�KLV�SDODFH��1R�HQWHUWDLQPHQW��
QR�VOHHS��QR�DSSHWLWH��

Ń$W�WKH�ğUVW�OLJKW�RI�GDZQ��WKH�NLQJ�JRW�XS�DQG�KXUULHG�
WR�WKH�OLRQVł�GHQ��:KHQ�KH�FDPH�QHDU�WKH�GHQ��KH�FDOOHG�
to Daniel in an anguished voice, ‘Daniel, servant of the 
living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, 
EHHQ�DEOH�WR�UHVFXH�\RX�IURP�WKH�OLRQV"ł�'DQLHO�DQVZHUHG��
Ł0D\�WKH�NLQJ�OLYH�IRUHYHU��0\�*RG�VHQW�DQ�DQJHO��DQG�KH�
VKXW�WKH�PRXWKV�RI�WKH�OLRQV��7KH\�KDYH�QRW�KXUW�PH��EH-
FDXVH�,�ZDV�IRXQG�LQQRFHQW�LQ�KLV�VLJKW��1RU�KDYH�,�HYHU�
GRQH�DQ\�ZURQJ�EHIRUH�\RX��<RXU�0DMHVW\łń������ŋ�����

The king was overjoyed and lifted him out of the den and no 
wounds or even a scratch was found on him because he trusted 
in his God. A message to Pillars: God is not through with you 
\HW��7HOO�RI�*RGłV�IDLWKIXOQHVV�WR�WKH�QH[W�JHQHUDWLRQ��7HOO�RWKHUV�
\RXU�VWRU\�IURP�\RXU�ULFK�3LOODUłV�H[SHULHQFH��WKDW�WKH�QH[W�JHQ-
eration may see faithfulness with their own eyes in their own 
WLPH��7HOO�WKH�QH[W�JHQHUDWLRQ�ZKHQ�\RX�ZHUH�SHUVHFXWHG�IDOVHO\��
you trusted God for deliverance. Tell the next generation when 
\RX�ZHUH�WUHDWHG�XQMXVWO\��\RX�ZDLWHG�IRU�*RG�WR�YLQGLFDWH��7HOO�
WKH�QH[W�JHQHUDWLRQ�ZKHQ�\RX�ZHUH�WUHDWHG�XQIDLUO\��\RX�GLGQłW�
retaliate; you allowed God to retaliate. Tell the next generation 
WKDW�ZKLOH� \RX� VXIIHUHG� XQGHVHUYHGO\�� *RG� XVHG� \RX� WR�PDNH�
himself known to others. 

Rosa Parks is one of the most famous names in civil rights his-
WRU\��,Q�������3DUNV�UHIXVHG�WR�JLYH�KHU�EXV�VHDW�WR�D�ZKLWH�PDQ��
6KH�ZDV�DUUHVWHG� IRU�KHU�GHğDQFH�� ,Q�KHU�ERRN�bQuiet Strength��
3DUNV�ZULWHV�� Ń:KHQ� ,� VDW�GRZQ�RQ� WKH�EXV� WKDW�GD\�� ,� KDG�QR�
idea history was being made—I was only thinking of getting 
home. But I had made up my mind. After so many years of being 
D�YLFWLP�RI�WKH�PLVWUHDWPHQW�P\�SHRSOH�VXIIHUHG��QRW�JLYLQJ�XS�
my seat—and whatever I had to face afterwards—was not im-
portant. I did not feel any fear sitting there. I felt the Lord would 
give me the strength to endure whatever I had to face. It was 
WLPH�IRU�VRPHRQH�WR�VWDQG�XSŌRU�LQ�P\�FDVH��VLW�GRZQ��6R�,�UH-
fused to move. People always say that I didn’t give up my seat 
EHFDXVH�,�ZDV�WLUHG��EXW�WKDW�LVQłW�WUXH��,�ZDV�QRW�WLUHG�SK\VLFDOO\��
or no more tired than I usually was at the end of a working day. I 
ZDV�QRW�ROG��DOWKRXJK�VRPH�SHRSOH�KDYH�DQ�LPDJH�RI�PH�DV�EHLQJ�
ROG�WKHQ��,�ZDV�IRUW\�WZR��1R��WKH�RQO\�WLUHG�,�ZDV��ZDV�WLUHG�RI�
giving in.”

“Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to ab-
stain from sinful desires, which wage war against your 
VRXO��/LYH�VXFK�JRRG�OLYHV�DPRQJ�WKH�SDJDQV�WKDW��WKRXJK�
they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good 
GHHGV�DQG�JORULI\�*RG�RQ�WKH�GD\�KH�YLVLWV�XV�Ľ�)RU�LW�LV�
*RGłV�ZLOO�WKDW�E\�GRLQJ�JRRG�\RX�VKRXOG�VLOHQFH�WKH�LJ-
QRUDQW�WDON�RI�IRROLVK�SHRSOHń���QG�3HWHU��������������

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


