
When was the last time you were suffering so much you thought 
you might die? In his book, The Lone Survivor, Marcus Luttrell de-
VFULEHV�WKH�ğUVW�PRUQLQJ�RI�1DY\�6($/�%8'�6�WUDLQLQJ��WKH�PRVW�
HOLWH�ğJKWLQJ�IRUFH�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��

,W�ZDV������DP��7KH�PHQ�ZHUH�VWDQGLQJ�LQ�SHUIHFWO\�VWUDLJKW�
OLQHV��

,QVWUXFWRU�5HQR�VDLG��ŃSXVK�HP�RXWń�DQG�UHFUXLWV�DVVXPHG�WKH�
SXVK�XS�SRVLWLRQ�DQG�FRXQWHG�RXW����LQ�XQLVRQ��$IWHU�WKH��VW�
VHW�RI�����WKH\�KHOG�WKH�SRVLWLRQ��ZDLWLQJ�IXUWKHU�LQVWUXFWLRQ��

,QVWUXFWRU�5HQR� VDLG�� ŃSXVK�HP�RXWń� DJDLQ�� ���PRUH�� 7KHQ�
WKH�UHVWLQJ�SRVLWLRQ��

$IWHU����SXVK�XSV��WKH�PHQ�ZHUH�OHIW�LQ�WKH�UHVWLQJ�SRVLWLRQ�
IRU� ��PLQXWHV�� 6KRXOGHU�PXVFOHV� DUH� RQ� ğUH� DW� WKLV� SRLQW��
$EGRPLQDO�PXVFOHV�DUH�VFUHDPLQJ�IRU�UHOLHI��,I�\RX�JLYH�LQWR�
WKH�SDLQ�DQG�TXLW�� \RX�DUH� LPPHGLDWHO\� UHPRYHG� IURP� WKH�
SURJUDP��

7KH�PHQ�DUH�RQO\�DEOH�WR�PDNH�LW�WKURXJK�WKLV�JUXHOLQJ�SUR-
gram by embracing a willingness to go way beyond their 
SHUFHLYHG�OLPLWDWLRQV��,Q�IDFW��WKH�HQWLUH�WUDLQLQJ�UHJLPHQW�LV�
GHVLJQHG� WR� WDNH� WKH�PHQ�SDVW�ZKDW� WKHLU�EUDLQ� WHOOV� WKHP�
WKH\�FDQ�KDQGOH��

)RU�H[DPSOH��LQ�WKH�XQGHUZDWHU�VZLP��WKH�PHQ�DUH�UHTXLUHG�
WR� JR� IXUWKHU� DQG� IXUWKHU� XQGHUZDWHU�ZLWK� RQO\� �� EUHDWK��
7KH�GLVWDQFHV�JHW�ORQJHU�DQG�ORQJHU��7KH�ERG\łV�QDWXUDO�XUJH�
WR�JLYH�XS��ULVH�WR�WKH�VXUIDFH�DQG�WDNH���JORULRXV�JXOS�RI�DLU�
LV�DOZD\V�EHIRUH�WKHP��$QG�LI�WKH\�GR��WKH\�DUH�LPPHGLDWHO\�
UHPRYHG�IURP�WKH�SURJUDP��1R�RQH�EHFRPHV�D�1DY\�6($/�
XQOHVV� WKH\�KDYH� UHVLVWHG� WKDW�XUJH� DQG� ORVW� FRQVFLRXVQHVV�
GXULQJ�WKH�XQGHUZDWHU�VZLP��

Why would the instructors do this to well-intentioned candi-
GDWHV"�$UH�WKH\�GRLQJ�WKLV�EHFDXVH�WKH\�DUH�FUXHO�DQG�ZLFNHG�
PHQ"� 1R�� 7KH\� DUH� WDNLQJ� WKHP� WKURXJK� D� ZHOO�GHVLJQHG�
SURFHVV� WR� WHDFK� WKHP� WKDW�SDLQ� LV� WKHLU� IULHQG��7KH� FDQGL-
GDWHV�DUH�OHDUQLQJ�WKDW�KDUGVKLS�DQG�VXIIHULQJ�DUH�WRROV�WKDW�
WHDFK�WKHP�WKDW�WKH\�FDQ�JR�ZD\�EH\RQG�WKHLU�VHOI�SHUFHLYHG�
OLPLWDWLRQ��7KH�SURFHVV�PDNHV�WKHP�VWURQJ��6R�VWURQJ��WKH\�
DUH�WKH�PRVW�HOLWH�ğJKWLQJ�IRUFH�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��

0DUFXV�ZULWHV�WKDW�DV�WKH\�ZHQW�WKURXJK�WKH�SURFHVV��WKH\�GLGQłW�
UHDOO\�XQGHUVWDQG�DOO�RI�WKLV��$OO�WKH\�NQHZ�DW�WKH�WLPH�ZDV�WKH�
6($/�LQVWUXFWRUV�ZHUH�SXWWLQJ�WKHP�WKURXJK�WKH�PRVW�JUXHOLQJ�
H[SHULHQFH�RI�WKHLU�HQWLUH�OLIH��

:KHQ�,�UHDG�WKLV��,�WKRXJKW�DERXW�KRZ�WKLV�SDUDOOHOV�OLIH�DQG�WKH�
VSLULWXDO� OLIH��*RG� WHOOV�XV� WKDW� WKH� WULDOV�ZH� IDFH� WHVW�RXU� IDLWK��
EXLOG� RXU� SHUVHYHUDQFH�� DQG� EXLOG� VSLULWXDO�PDWXULW\�� %RWK� WKH�
6($/� LQVWUXFWRUV� DQG� *RG� XVH� WULDOV� DQG� KDUGVKLSV� WR� PDNH�
SHRSOH�VWURQJHU��

,Q�RXU�SDVVDJH�RI�VFULSWXUH�WRGD\�ZHłUH�JRLQJ�WR�UHDG�WKH�ZRUGV�
RI�-HUHPLDK��WKH�SURSKHW��ZKR�OLYHG�WKURXJK�VXIIHULQJ�DQG�KDUG-
VKLS��+HłV� NQRZQ�DV� WKH�ZHHSLQJ�SURSKHW�EHFDXVH�KH� FULHG� VR�
PXFK�DERXW�WKH�GHVWUXFWLRQ�RI�-HUXVDOHP�DQG�WKH�GHSRUWDWLRQ�RI�
WKH�SHRSOH�RI�-XGDK��$QG�WKURXJK�KLV�SDLQIXO�H[SHULHQFHV��*RG�
is sending a message through the ages that regardless of what 
ZH�KDYH�WR�JR�WKURXJK�LQ�OLIH��ZH�FDQ�GHSHQG�RQ�WKH�FKDUDFWHU�
RI�*RG�

%HIRUH�ZH� JHW� LQWR� WKH� VSHFLğFV� RI� -HUHPLDKłV� VWRU\�� ,� IHHO� WKH�
need to set the stage, going all the way back to the beginning of 
*RG�FKRRVLQJ�WKHP�DV�KLV�VSHFLDO�QDWLRQ�

Abraham. *RG�FKRVH�$EUDKDP��IURP�WKH�ODQG�RI�8U��WR�EHVWRZ�
VSHFLDO�EOHVVLQJV��+H�ZDV� IURP�D�VSRW�DORQJ�WKH�(XSKUDWHV�DQG�
7LJULV�5LYHU�� MXVW�QRUWK�RI�WKH�3HUVLDQ�*XOI��*RG�KDG�KLP�PRYH�
IURP�KLV�KRPHODQG�WR�WKH�ODQG�RI�&DQDDQ��*RG�SURPLVHG�WR�EOHVV�
$EUDKDP�DQG�KLV�GHVFHQGDQWV�DV�D�VSHFLDO�FKRVHQ�SHRSOH�RQ�WKH�
HDUWK��7KLV�ZDV�D�RQH�VLGHG�FRYHQDQW�

Moses. 7KHQ� *RG� FKRVH� 0RVHV� WR� GHOLYHU� KLV� FKRVHQ� SHRSOH�
IURP�����\HDUV�RI� VODYHU\� LQ�(J\SW��*RG�JDYH�&RPPDQGPHQWV�
�RU�/DZV��WR�KLV�SHRSOH�WR�GHVLJQDWH�WKHP�DV�KRO\�DQG�VHSDUDWH�
IURP� WKH� VXUURXQGLQJ� SDJDQ� QDWLRQV�� %\� NHHSLQJ� WKHVH� FRP-
PDQGV�WKH\�VKRZHG�WKH�SDJDQ�FRXQWULHV�WKH�FKDUDFWHU�RI�*RG��
WKH\�PDLQWDLQHG�IHOORZVKLS�ZLWK�*RG�DQG�HQVXUHG�KLV�EOHVVLQJ��
%\� EUHDNLQJ� WKHP�� WKH\� VHYHUHG� WKH� IHOORZVKLS� DQG� UHFHLYHG�
SXQLVKPHQWV��

David. $IWHU� *RGłV� SHRSOH� UHVHWWOHG� WKH� 3URPLVHG� /DQG� DQG�
KDG� D� NLQJ�� *RG�PDGH� D� FRYHQDQW�ZLWK� .LQJ�'DYLG�� *RG� JDYH�
D�SURPLVH� WR�'DYLG� WKDW�KLV�GHVFHQGDQWV� VKRXOG�KDYH�DQ�HYHU-
ODVWLQJ�NLQJGRP�DQG�DOZD\V�KDYH�DQ�KHLU�RQ�WKH�WKURQH�

*RGłV�SODQ�ZDV�WR�SRXU�EOHVVLQJV�RQ�WKH�,VUDHOLWHV�DQG�IRU�WKHP�WR�
SRXU�EOHVVLQJV�RQ�WKH�ZRUOG��7KH\�ZHUH�FKRVHQ�ZLWKRXW�PHULW��VR�
WKH\�VKRXOG�EOHVV�RWKHUV�UHJDUGOHVV�RI�PHULW��+RZHYHU��REHGLHQFH�
WR�*RGłV�/DZV�ZDV�H[SHFWHG�DQG�UHTXLUHG�DV�D�SDUW�RI�EHLQJ� LQ�
UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�KLP��2EHGLHQFH�EURXJKW�EOHVVLQJV�ZKLOH�GLV-
REHGLHQFH�EURXJKW�MXGJPHQWV��

series��7KH�6WRU\

Central 
Peninsula
Church

…to make and mature more followers of Christ

The Kingdoms’ Fall

Lamentations 3

Shawn Peterson

January 18, 2015



$IWHU� .LQJ� 'DYLG�� ,VUDHO� IDLOHG� PRUH� WKDQ� VXFFHHGHG� LQ� IRO-
ORZLQJ�*RGłV� FRPPDQGV��*RG� VHQW�PHVVHQJHUV� WR�ZDUQ� WKHP�
RI�WKH�FRPLQJ�MXGJPHQW�IRU�WKHLU�UHEHOOLRQ�EXW�WKH\�SDLG�WKHP�
QR�DWWHQWLRQ��2EHGLHQFH� WR�*RG�KDV�QHYHU�EHHQ�DERXW� WKH�DF-
WLRQV�DORQH��7UXH�REHGLHQFH�LQYROYHV�WKH�KHDUW��$QG�*RG�ZDQWHG�
SHRSOH�ZKRVH�KHDUWV�ZHUH�GHYRWHG�WR�KLP�DQG�KH�ZDQWHG�WKHP�
WR�UHYHDO�WKLV�WKURXJK�WKHLU�REHGLHQFH��

/DVW�ZHHN�ZH�UHDG�DERXW�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�1RUWKHUQ�.LQJGRP��.LQJ�
+H]HNLDK�RI�WKH�6RXWKHUQ�.LQJGRP�OLVWHQHG�WR�WKH�SURSKHWV�DQG�
UHPDLQHG�IDLWKIXO�WR�WKH�/RUG��+H�IROORZHG�WKH�FRPPDQGPHQWV�
*RG�JDYH�WR�0RVHV��+H�OHG�WKH�SHRSOH�RI�-XGDK�WR�OLYH�*RG�UHOLDQW�
OLYHV��$QG�*RG�PRYHG�LQ�VXSHUQDWXUDO�ZD\V��7KLV�RSSRUWXQLW\�LV�
DOZD\V�DYDLODEOH� WR�*RGłV�SHRSOH�� ,�DP�VR� LQVSLUHG�WR� OLYH�*RG�
UHOLDQW�WKLV�\HDU��,�DP�VR�H[FLWHG�WR�VHH�*RG�PRYH�LQ�VXSHUQDWXUDO�
ZD\V�LQ�RXU�FKXUFK��

7KH�DFWLRQ�LQ�RXU�VHFWLRQ�RI�VFULSWXUH�WRGD\�IROORZV�WKH�6RXWKHUQ�
.LQJGRP� DIWHU� .LQJ� +H]HNLDKłV� GHDWK��:LOO� WKH\� UHPDLQ� *RG�
UHOLDQW�RU�WXUQ�WR�VHOI�UHOLDQFH"�3UREDEO\�QRW��ULJKW"�,�VWDUWHG�WKLV�
VHUPRQ�WDONLQJ�DERXW�VXIIHULQJ���

:KHQ�+H]HNLDK�GLHG�KLV� VRQ��0DQDVVHK��EHFDPH�NLQJ�DQG�GLG�
HYLO�LQ�WKH�H\HV�RI�WKH�/RUG��+H�ZDV�DV�ZLFNHG�DV�WKH�PRVW�ZLFNHG�
FKDUDFWHU�\RX�FDQ�LPDJLQH��+H�UHEXLOW�WKH�SODFHV�RI�ZRUVKLS�WR�
LGROV��+H�EXLOW�DOWDUV� WR�%DDO��+H�PDGH�$VKHUDK�SROHV��+H�ZRU-
VKLSSHG�WKH�VWDUV��+H�EXLOW�DOWDUV�LQ�WKH�WHPSOH�LQ�-HUXVDOHP�WR�
IDOVH� JRGV�� +H� VDFULğFHG� KLV� RZQ� VRQ� LQ� WKH� ğUH�� +H� SUDFWLFHG�
ZLWFKFUDIW��+H�FRQVXOWHG�PHGLXPV���

$V�\RX�FDQ�VSHFXODWH��WKLV�LVQłW�JRLQJ�WR�HQG�ZHOO��7KH�/RUG�LV�VR�
angry with Manasseh that he says, “I am going to bring such di-
saster on Jerusalem and Judah that the ears of everyone who 
hears of it will tingle”� ��� .LQJV� �������� 7KHLU� UHEHOOLRQ�� WKHLU�
hard-heartedness, their desire to control, it was reaching a con-
FOXVLRQ�� *RG� SURPLVHG� EOHVVLQJ� EXW� WKH� SHRSOH� FRQWLQXHG� WR�
FKRRVH�GHğDQFH��

'XULQJ�WKLV�GDUN�DQG�VDG�WLPH�� WKH�/RUG�VHQGV�WZR�SURSKHWVŌ
(]HNLHO�WR�%DE\ORQ�DQG�-HUHPLDK�WR�-XGDK��6SHFLğFDOO\��-HUHPLDK�
LV�LQ�-HUXVDOHP��WKH�FDSLWDO��WR�GHOLYHU�DQ�XQSRSXODU�DQG�XQZHO-
FRPH� PHVVDJH�� -HUXVDOHPłV� GHVWUXFWLRQ� LV� FRPLQJ� EHFDXVH� RI�
\RXU�LGRODWU\�DQG�SULGH��%XW�*RGłV�PHUF\�QHYHU�IDLOV�

“Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon marched 
against Jerusalem with his whole army and laid 
siege to it … the city wall was broken through… 
7KH�%DE\ORQLDQV�VHW�ğUH�WR�WKH�UR\DO�SDODFH�DQG�WKH�
KRXVHV�RI�WKH�SHRSOH�DQG�EURNH�GRZQ�WKH�ZDOOV�RI�
Jerusalem” (Jer. 39:1, 8). 

7KHQ�WKH�PRVW�HGXFDWHG��VNLOOHG�DQG�ZHDOWK\�ZHUH�WDNHQ�FDSWLYH�
EDFN�WR�%DE\ORQ�DQG�WKH�SRRU�ZHUH�OHIW�WR�IHQG�IRU�WKHPVHOYHV�LQ�
WKH�EURNHQ�ODQG��-HUHPLDK�ZDV�OHIW�LQ�-HUXVDOHP��OLYLQJ�WKURXJK�
WKH�DJRQ\�DQG�SDLQ�RI�WKH�GHVWUXFWLRQ�RI�KLV�KRPH�DQG�VHHLQJ�WKH�

SHRSOH�DURXQG�KLP�VD\�WKDW�<DKZHK�LVQłW�SRZHUIXO��LVQłW�UHDO��DQG�
FHUWDLQO\�LVQłW�JRRG��

6LQFH� WKHVH� SHRSOH� ZHUH� OLYLQJ� ZLWKRXW� WKH� SURWHFWLRQ� RI� D�
ZDOOHG�FLW\� WKH� UHPDLQLQJ� -HZV� LQ� -HUXVDOHP�GHFLGHG� WR� WUDYHO�
VRXWK� WR� (J\SW� LQ� VHDUFK� IRU� SURWHFWLRQ�� -HUHPLDK�ZDV� IRUFHG�
WR�JR�ZLWK� WKHP�� ,W�ZDV�GXULQJ� WKLV� WLPH� WKDW� -HUHPLDK�ZURWH�
/DPHQWDWLRQV�� $V� ZH� UHDG� FKDSWHU� �� RI� /DPHQWDWLRQV�� ZHłUH�
JRLQJ�WR�VHH�-HUHPLDKłV�GHVSDLU��-HUHPLDKłV�UHVSRQVH�WR�LW��DQG�
WKH�/RUGłV�UHVFXH���

A Cry of Despair
,�DP�WKH�PDQ�ZKR�KDV�VHHQ�DIĠLFWLRQ�E\�WKH�URG�RI�
the Lord’s wrath.

He has driven me away and made me walk in dark-
ness rather than light;

indeed, he has turned his hand against me again 
and again, all day long.

+H�KDV�PDGH�P\�VNLQ�DQG�P\�ĠHVK�JURZ�ROGbDQG�
has broken my bones.

He has besieged me and surrounded me with bit-
WHUQHVV�DQG�KDUGVKLS�

He has made me dwell in darkness like those long 
dead.

+H� KDV� ZDOOHG�PH� LQ� VR� ,� FDQQRW� HVFDSH�� KH� KDV�
weighed me down with chains.

(YHQ�ZKHQ�,�FDOO�RXW�RU�FU\�IRU�KHOS��KH�VKXWV�RXW�
P\�SUD\HU�

He has barred my way with blocks of stone; he has 
PDGH�P\�SDWKV�FURRNHG��YHUVHV��ŋ����

7R�DGG�WR�WKH�PLVHU\�RI�WKLV�VLWXDWLRQ��KH�GHVFULEHV�KRZ�KH�IHHOV�
WKDW� WKH� /RUG�ZRXOGQłW� OLVWHQ� WR� KLP�� 7KLV� H[SHULHQFH� KDV� KDG�
D�GHHS�DQG�SDLQIXO� HIIHFW� RQ� -HUHPLDK��+H� LV� H[SHULHQFLQJ� WKH�
GHHSHVW�GHSWK�RI�GHVSDLU�� SDLQ� WKDW� LV� URFNLQJ�KLP� WR� WKH� FRUH�
RI� KLV� EHLQJ�� D� OHYHO� RI� DQ[LHW\� WKDW� OHDYHV� KLP� FXUOHG� XS� DQG�
PRDQLQJ�RQ� WKH�JURXQG�DQG�KH� IHHOV� WKDW�*RG� LV�QRW� OLVWHQLQJ�
WR�KLP��

/HWłV� FRQWLQXH� UHDGLQJ� DQG� ZHłOO� VHH� WKH� UHVXOW� WKLV� KDV� RQ�
-HUHPLDK��

+H�SLHUFHG�P\�KHDUW�ZLWK�DUURZV�IURP�KLV�TXLYHU��
Ľ�+H�KDV�ğOOHG�PH�ZLWK�ELWWHU�KHUEV�DQG�JLYHQ�PH�
JDOO� WR� GULQN��Ľ� ,� KDYH� EHHQ� GHSULYHG� RI� SHDFH�� ,�
KDYH�IRUJRWWHQ�ZKDW�SURVSHULW\�LV��Ľ�6R�,�VD\��Ń0\�
VSOHQGRU�LV�JRQH�DQG�DOO�WKDW�,�KDG�KRSHG�IURP�WKH�
Lord” (verses 13, 15, 17, 18).

,Q�WKHVH�ZRUGV�-HUHPLDK�LV�JLYLQJ�XV�D�JLIW��+HłV�DOORZLQJ�XV�WR�
VHH�LQWR�KLV�VRXO��7KHUH�DUH�QR�QLFH�ğOWHUV�RQ�WKHVH�ZRUGV��7KHUH�
DUH� QR� SROLWLFDOO\� VHQVLWLYH� ğOWHUV� RQ� WKHVH� ZRUGV�� -HUHPLDK� LV�
VKRZLQJ�XV�KLV�KHDUW�DQG�LWłV�UDZ�DQG�EOHHGLQJ��

%HIRUH�ZH�UHDG�RQ�WR�VHH�ZKDW�-HUHPLDK�KDV�WR�VD\�QH[W��OHW�PH�
DVN�\RX�D�TXHVWLRQ��$UH�\RX�HYHU�WKLV�KRQHVW�ZLWK�\RXUVHOI"�'R�



\RX�HYHU�JLYH� IXOO�DUWLFXODWLRQ� WR� WKH�UDZ�DQG�EURNHQ�SODFHV�RI�
your heart? 

6RPH�SHRSOH�ZULWH�WKLV�LQ�D�MRXUQDO��7KDWłV�EHHQ�D�VDIH�SODFH�IRU�
PH�IRU�\HDUV��6RPH�SHRSOH�WDON�WR�*RG�LQ�SUD\HU��6RPH�SHRSOH�
WDON�ZLWK�D�VSRXVH�RU�D�FORVH�IULHQG��,I�\RX�DUHQłW�HYHU�WKLV�KRQHVW�
ZLWK�\RXUVHOI��\RXłUH�SUREDEO\�KROGLQJ�EDFN�LQ�DQ�DWWHPSW�WR�SUR-
WHFW�\RXUVHOI��SURWHFW�\RXUVHOI�IURP�VOLGLQJ�LQWR�GHVSDLU��SURWHFW�
\RXUVHOI�IURP�\RXU�IHDUV�WKDW�OXUN�LQ�WKH�FRUQHUV��SURWHFW�\RXUVHOI�
IURP�GRXEWLQJ�WKH�JRRGQHVV�RI�*RG��

'XULQJ�D�GHHSO\�SDLQIXO� WLPH� LQ�KLV� OLIH��&�6��/HZLV�ZURWH�� Ń1RW�
WKDW�,�DP��,�WKLQN��LQ�PXFK�GDQJHU�RI�FHDVLQJ�WR�EHOLHYH�LQ�*RG��
7KH�UHDO�GDQJHU�LV�RI�FRPLQJ�WR�EHOLHYH�VXFK�GUHDGIXO�WKLQJV�DERXW�
+LP��7KH�FRQFOXVLRQ�,�GUHDG�LV�QRW�Ł6R�WKHUHłV�QR�*RG�DIWHU�DOO�ł�
EXW�Ł6R�WKLV�LV�ZKDW�*RGłV�UHDOO\�OLNH��'HFHLYH�\RXUVHOI�QR�ORQJHU�łń

-HUHPLDK�DQG�/HZLV�DUH�D�EROG�PRGHO�IRU�HDFK�RI�XV��,I�-HUHPLDK�
ZHUH�KHUH� WRGD\��KHłG� WHOO�XV�� ŃJHW� WRWDOO\�KRQHVW�ZLWK�\RXUVHOI�
DQG�ZLWK�*RG��4XLW�KROGLQJ�EDFN��<RXU�DWWHPSWV�WR�SURWHFW�\RXU-
VHOI�ZRQłW�ZRUN� DQ\ZD\�� <RXłUH� VWXIğQJ�PRUH� SDLQ� DQG� GRXEW�
DQG�IHDU�LQWR�\RXU�KHDUW�DQG�\RXłUH�JRLQJ�WR�NLOO�\RXUVHOI�ń��

6R� LQVWHDG�RI� LJQRULQJ�DQG�VWXIğQJ�KLV�GHVSDLU�� DIWHU� -HUHPLDK�
JHWV� WRWDOO\� KRQHVW� ZLWK� KLPVHOI� DQG� *RG�� KH� VKLIWV� JHDUV�� +H�
VWDUWV�SUHDFKLQJ�WR�KLPVHOI��

0DUW\Q�/OR\G�-RQHV�EHOLHYHV� WKH�SUDFWLFH�RI�SUHDFKLQJ�WUXWK�WR�
RXUVHOYHV�DERXW�*RGłV�IXWXUH�JUDFH�LV�YLWDO� LQ�RYHUFRPLQJ�VSLUL-
WXDO�GHSUHVVLRQ��Ń+DYH�\RX�UHDOL]HG�WKDW�PRVW�RI�\RXU�XQKDSSL-
ness in life is due to the fact that you are listening to yourself 
LQVWHDG� RI� WDONLQJ� WR� \RXUVHOI"� 7DNH� WKRVH� WKRXJKWV� WKDW� FRPH�
WR�\RX�WKH�PRPHQW�\RX�ZDNH�XS�LQ�WKH�PRUQLQJ��<RX�KDYH�QRW�
originated them, but they start talking to you, they bring back 
WKH�SUREOHPV�RI�\HVWHUGD\��HWF��6RPHERG\�LV�WDONLQJ�������\RXUVHOI�
LV�WDONLQJ�WR�\RX�ń

/HWłV�OLVWHQ�LQ�WR�-HUHPLDK�DV�KH�SUHDFKHV�WR�KLPVHOI�

<HW�WKLV�,�FDOO�WR�PLQG�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�,�KDYH�KRSH�

Because of the Lord’s great love we are not con-
VXPHG��IRU�KLV�FRPSDVVLRQV�QHYHU�IDLO�

They are new every morning; great is your 
faithfulness.

,�VD\�WR�P\VHOI��Ń7KH�/RUG�LV�P\�SRUWLRQ��WKHUHIRUH�,�
will wait for him.”

7KH�/RUG�LV�JRRG�WR�WKRVH�ZKRVH�KRSH�LV�LQ�KLP��WR�
the one who seeks him;

LW� LV� JRRG� WR�ZDLW�TXLHWO\� IRU� WKH� VDOYDWLRQ�RI� WKH�
Lord.

It is good for a man to bear the yoke

while he is young.

For no one is cast off

 by the Lord forever.

7KRXJK�KH�EULQJV�JULHI��KH�ZLOO�VKRZ�FRPSDVVLRQ��
so great is his unfailing love.

)RU�KH�GRHV�QRW�ZLOOLQJO\�EULQJ�DIĠLFWLRQ�RU�JULHI�WR�
anyone (verses 21-27; 31-33).

:KDW�DIIHFW�GRHV�WKLV�KDYH�RQ�\RXU�VRXO"�,W�SXWV�D�VWRS�WR�WKH�VOLGH�
LQWR�WKH�GHHSHVW�DQG�GDUNHVW�SODFHV�RI�RXU�VRXOV��-HUHPLDK�JRHV�
RYHU�DQG�RYHU�DQG�RYHU�WKH�WUXWKV�KH�NQRZV�WR�EH�WUXH�DERXW�*RG�
EHFDXVH� WKH\�DUH� WKH�RQO\� OLIH�SUHVHUYHU� WKDW�NHHSV�KLP�DĠRDW��
-RKQ� 3LSHU� ZURWH�� Ń:H�PXVW� OHDUQ� WR� ğJKW� GHVSRQGHQF\�� 7KH�
ğJKW�LV�D�ğJKW�RI�IDLWK�LQ�IXWXUH�JUDFH��,W�LV�IRXJKW�E\�SUHDFKLQJ�
WUXWK�WR�RXUVHOYHV�DERXW�*RG�DQG�KLV�SURPLVHG�IXWXUH�ń

7KLV�DFWLRQ�ZLOO�WHVW�RXU�IDLWK�EHFDXVH�WKH�KDUG�DQG�GDUN�WLPHV�DUH�
ZKHQ�SHRSOH�TXHVWLRQ�WKH�JRRGQHVV�RI�*RG��:H�PLJKW�EH�OLNH�D�
1DY\�6($/�G\LQJ�WR�WDNH�D�EUHDWK�RI�DLU��:H�WKLQN�WKHUHłV�QR�ZD\�
ZH�FDQ�VZLP�DQ\�IXUWKHU��,I�*RG�ZHUH�JRRG��KHłG�OHW�PH�EUHDWK��

:KHQ� \RX� SUHDFK� WR� \RXUVHOI� \RX� H[SHULHQFH� D� UHQHZHG� SHU-
VSHFWLYH��*RGłV�SHUVSHFWLYH��<RX�KDYH�WKH�DELOLW\�WR�VHH�\RXU�SDLQ�
WKURXJK�*RGłV�OHQV��<RX�VHH�\RXU�KDUGVKLS�DQG�VXIIHULQJ�DV�*RG�
VHHV� LW�� $QG� \RXłUH� UHPLQGHG� WKDW�� DOWKRXJK� \RXU� GHIDXOW� SHU-
VSHFWLYH� LV�DQ�HDUWK\�RQH��*RGłV� LV�DQ�HWHUQDO�RQH��$QG�WKHUH� LV�
DOZD\V�D�ELJJHU�SXUSRVH�WR�WKH�KDUGVKLSV�D�&KULVWLDQ�IDFHV��

7DNH�IRU�H[DPSOH��PRXQWDLQ�FOLPEHUV��7KH\�FRXOG�VDYH�WLPH�DQG�
HQHUJ\�LI�WKH\�UHDFKHG�WKH�VXPPLW�LQ�KHOLFRSWHUV��%XW�WKHLU�XOWL-
PDWH�SXUSRVH�LV�FRQTXHVW��QRW�HIğFLHQF\��7KH\�FKRRVH�WR�UHDFK�
WKHLU�JRDO�E\� WHVWLQJ� WKHLU�FKDUDFWHU�DQG�UHVROYH�� ,W� FDQ�EH� OLIH�
WKUHDWHQLQJ�WR�FOLPE�D�PRXQWDLQ�EXW�WKH�H[SHULHQFH�RI�GRLQJ�LW�
LV�ZRUWK�WKH�ULVN�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�WKHLU�FKDUDFWHU��

6RPH�RI�\RX�DUHQłW�WKH�ELJJHVW�ULVN�WDNHUV�VR�,łOO�JLYH�DQRWKHU�H[-
DPSOH��*RG�FRXOG�FUHDWH�VFLHQWLVWV��PDWKHPDWLFLDQV��DWKOHWHV�DQG�
PXVLFLDQV� LQ�D� VQDS��%XW�KH�GRHVQłW�� ,QVWHDG��KH�FUHDWHV�EDELHV�
ZKR�JURZ�LQWR�WKHVH�UROHV�RYHU�D�ORQJ�DQG�GLIğFXOW�SURFHVV�

:H� RQO\� OHDUQ� KRZ� WR� H[FHO� E\� KDQGOLQJ� IDLOXUH�� ,WłV� WKURXJK�
KDUGVKLS��SDLQ��GLVFLSOLQH��HQGXUDQFH�DQG�SDWLHQFH�WKDW�ZH�ğQG�
VDWLVIDFWLRQ� DQG� UHZDUG� PDQ\� \HDUV� ODWHU�� (QGXULQJ� WKURXJK�
KDUGVKLS�DQG�WHVWLQJ�SURGXFHV� WKDW�� -HUHPLDK� LV�JRLQJ�WKURXJK�
KRUULEOH�SDLQ��+HłV�VHHLQJ�*RGłV�QDWLRQ�FRQTXHUHG��WKH�JORULRXV�
FLW\� RI� -HUXVDOHP�EXUQHG� DQG� WKH� SHRSOH� RI�*RG� EURNHQ��+HłV�
KRQHVW� DERXW� DOO� RI� WKLV�ZLWK�KLPVHOI� DQG�*RG��%XW�KH�GRHVQłW�
VWRS�DQG� OHDYH�KLPVHOI� LQ�KLV�GHVSDLU��+H�SUHDFKHV�WKH�WUXWK�WR�
KLPVHOI�DERXW�ZKR�*RG�LV�DQG�GRLQJ�VR�FKDQJHV�KLV�SHUVSHFWLYH��

/HWłV�ORRN�DJDLQ�DW�/DPHQWDWLRQV���DQG�UHDG�ZKDW�KDSSHQV�DIWHU�
-HUHPLDK�SUHDFKHV�WR�KLPVHOI��

,�FDOOHG�RQ�\RXU�QDPH��/RUG��IURP�WKH�GHSWKV�RI�WKH�
SLW�

<RX�KHDUG�P\�SOHD��Ń'R�QRW�FORVH�\RXU�HDUV�WR�P\�
cry for relief.”

You came near when I called you, and you said, 
“Do not fear.”



7KLV�PHVVDJH�IURP�6FULSWXUH�ZDV�SUHDFKHG�RQ�6XQGD\��-DQXDU\����������DW�&HQWUDO�3HQLQVXOD�&KXUFK�6RXWK
�����6KHOO�%OYG��_�)RVWHU�&LW\��&$�������_��������������_�ZZZ�FSFZHE�RUJ��$GGLWLRQDO�FRSLHV�DYDLODEOH�RQ�UHTXHVW�
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<RX��/RUG��WRRN�XS�P\�FDVH��\RX�UHGHHPHG�P\�OLIH��
/RUG��\RX�KDYH�VHHQ�WKH�ZURQJ�GRQH�WR�PH��8SKROG�
my cause!

<RX� KDYH� VHHQ� WKH� GHSWK� RI� WKHLU� YHQJHDQFH�� DOO�
WKHLU�SORWV�DJDLQVW�PH��YHUVHV��������

,Q�YHUVH���� Ń7RRN�XSń�DQG� ŃUHGHHPHGń�PHDQ� LW� LV� D� FRPSOHWHG�
SDVW� WHQVH� DFWLRQ��0HDQLQJ�� WKDW� WKH� /RUG�ZDV� DOZD\V� ŃWDNLQJ�
XSń� -HUHPLDKłV� FDXVH�� *RG�ZDV� DOZD\V�ZRUNLQJ� RQ� KLV� EHKDOI��
7KH�/RUG�KDV�EHHQ�ŃUHGHHPLQJń�-HUHPLDK��*RG�KDV�DOZD\V�EHHQ�
ZRUNLQJ� LQ� DQG� DURXQG� -HUHPLDK�� ,W� LVQłW� XQWLO� DIWHU� -HUHPLDK�
SUHDFKHV�WR�KLPVHOI�WKDW�KLV�KHDUW�LV�DEOH�WR�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�H[-
SHULHQFH�WKH�SDLQ�RI�KLV�OLIH�DQG�WKH�EHDXWLIXO�SURPLVHV�RI�*RG���

5DQG\�$OFRUQ�ZURWH��Ń:H�WKLQN�WR�ŁORYHł�PHDQV�WR�ŁGR�QR�KDUP�ł�
ZKHQ�LW�UHDOO\�PHDQV�ŁWR�EH�ZLOOLQJ�WR�GR�VKRUW�WHUP�KDUP�IRU�D�
UHGHPSWLYH�SXUSRVH�łb$�SK\VLFLDQ�ZKR�UH�EUHDNV�DQ�DUP�LQ�RUGHU�
IRU�LW�WR�KHDO�SURSHUO\��KDUPV�KLV�SDWLHQW��LQ�RUGHU�WR�KHDO�KLP�ńb

In his book, A Grief Observed�� &�6�� /HZLV� JDYH� WKLV� DQDORJ\��
Ń6XSSRVH�\RX�ZHUH�JRLQJ�LQ�IRU�D�YLWDO�VXUJHU\��<RXU�GRFWRUłV�LQ-
WHQWLRQV�DUH�ZKROO\�JRRG�DQG�KH�LV�YHU\�VNLOOHG��7KH�NLQGHU�KH�LV��
WKH�PRUH�KH�ZLOO�NHHS�RQ�FXWWLQJ�\RX�LQ�RUGHU�WR�SHUIRUP�\RXU�
VXUJHU\��1RZ��GXULQJ�WKH�VXUJHU\��\RX�SURWHVW�EHFDXVH�WKH�SDLQ�LV�
WRR�PXFK�WR�EHDU�DQG�\RX�EHJ�KLP�WR�VWRS��,I�KH�VWRSSHG�EHIRUH�
WKH� VXUJHU\�ZDV�FRPSOHWH��DOO� WKH�SDLQ�XS� WR� WKDW�SRLQW�ZRXOG�
KDYH�EHHQ�XVHOHVV��$�JRRG�VXUJHRQ�ZRXOG�DOZD\V�FRPSOHWH�WKH�
VXUJHU\��GHVSLWH�\RXU�SOHDV�ń��

,�JUHZ�XS��PD\EH�OLNH�VRPH�RI�\RX��EHLQJ�WDXJKW�WKDW�LI�\RX�GLG�
WKH�ULJKW�WKLQJV��OLIH�ZRXOG�JR�ZHOO�IRU�\RX��*RG�ZRXOG�EOHVV�\RX�
DQG�OLIH�ZRXOG�EH�QLFH�DQG�FR]\��)RU�PH��WKDW� ORRNHG�OLNH�D�ELJ�
KRXVH� LQ�WKH�VXEXUEV��D�SHUIHFW�ZLIH��REHGLHQW�DQG� ORYLQJ�FKLO-
GUHQ��D�IDLWKIXO�DQG�OR\DO�*ROGHQ�5HWULHYHU��D�MRE�WKDW�SXW�PH�LQ�
WKH�XSSHU�PLGGOH�FODVV�RI�$PHULFD�EXW�ZDVQłW�WRR�VWUHVVIXO��7KHUH�
ZDV�QR�URRP�IRU�VXIIHULQJ�RU�KDUGVKLS�LQ�P\�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�
ZDONLQJ�ZLWK�*RG��

,� ZDV� XQSUHSDUHG� WR� KDQGOH� RU� XQGHUVWDQG� WKH� VXIIHULQJ� DQG�
KDUGVKLS� WKDW� FRPHV� LQ� OLIH��6RPHWLPHV� LW� FRPHV�DV�D� UHVXOW�RI�
RXU�UHEHOOLRQ��OLNH�WKH�SHRSOH�RI�,VUDHO��DQG�VRPHWLPHV�LW�FRPHV�
DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�WKH�VLQ�RI�RWKHU�SHRSOH�ZKR�EXPS�LQWR�RXU�OLYHV��
5HJDUGOHVV�� LW� ZLOO� FRPH�� $QG� LQ� KLV� ODPHQWDWLRQV�� -HUHPLDK�
PRGHOV�D�SURFHVV�IRU�XV�WR�IROORZ��

Ŋ�*HW�KRQHVW

Ŋ�3UHDFK�WR�\RXUVHOI�

» Wait for the Lord to rescue  

7KH�&KULVWLDQ�FDQ�WDNH�JUHDW�FRQğGHQFH�WKDW�WKH�/RUG�ZLOO�DOZD\V�
EULQJ� UHVFXH� EHFDXVH� -HVXV� &KULVW� WRRN� WKH� SHQDOW\� RI� RXU� VLQ�
ZKHQ�KH�GLHG�RQ� WKH� FURVV��+H�ERUH� WKDW� VXIIHULQJ� VR� WKDW�ZH�
PLJKW�H[SHULHQFH�KLV�UHVFXH��

7KH�ğUVW� UHVFXH�D�&KULVWLDQ�H[SHULHQFHV� LV� WKH� UHVFXH� IURP� WKH�
FXUVH�RI�GHDWK�WKDW�FRPHV�WKURXJK�VDOYDWLRQ��

7KH� VHFRQG� UHVFXH� D� &KULVWLDQ� H[SHULHQFHV� LV� WKH� UHVFXH� IURP�
SRLQWOHVV�VXIIHULQJ�DQG�KDUGVKLSV��*RG�LV�DOZD\V�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�RXU�
EHKDOI�DQG�XVLQJ�WKH�WULDOV��WHVWLQJV�DQG�KDUGVKLSV�WR�GHYHORS�RXU�
SHUVHYHUDQFH�DQG�JURZ�RXU�VSLULWXDO�PDWXULW\��

7KH� WKLUG� UHVFXH� D� &KULVWLDQ� H[SHULHQFHV� LV� WKH� HQWUDQFH� LQWR�
KHDYHQ�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�RXU�OLIH��$�SODFH�ZKHUH�WKHUH�ZLOO�EH�QR�PRUH�
WHVWLQJ�RU�VXIIHULQJ��

7KHVH�UHVFXHV�FDQ�ğOO�\RXU�KHDUWV�ZLWK�KRSH�HYHQ�DV�\RX�HQGXUH�
VXIIHULQJ��

7KHUH�DUH�WKUHH�WDNH�DZD\V�IRU�XV�WRGD\�

Ŋ�*HW�KRQHVW�DQG�SUHDFK�WR�RXUVHOYHV��OLNH�-HUHPLDK��

Ŋ�:H� VKRXOGQłW� EH� VR� DIUDLG� RI� VXIIHULQJ�� IRU� RXUVHOYHV� RU� IRU�
RXU� ORYHG� RQHV�� VSRXVH�� NLGV�� JUDQGNLGV�� SDUHQWV�� IULHQGV� DQG�
FR�ZRUNHUV�� ,QVWHDG�RI� OHWWLQJ�IHDU�JULS�\RXU�KHDUW�ZKHQ�KDUG-
VKLS�FRPHV�LQWR�WKHLU�OLYHV��SUD\�WKDW�WKH\�ZLOO�EH�VWUHQJWKHQHG�
WKURXJK�WKHLU�KDUGVKLSV���

Ŋ�:H�VKRXOG�OLYH�ZLWK�D�KHLJKWHQHG�VHQVH�RI�DZDUHQHVV�WKDW�ZH�
DUH�QHYHU�FORVHU�WR�&KULVW�WKDQ�ZKHQ�ZH�DUH�VXIIHULQJ��,WłV�GXULQJ�
RXU�GLIğFXOW�WLPHV�WKDW�ZH�VHH�RXU�IUDLOW\�DQG�RXU�OLPLWDWLRQV��6R�
LQVWHDG�RI�EHLQJ�VHOI�UHOLDQWŌD�WHQGHQF\�DOO�RI�XV�FDQ�UHODWH�WR��
D�SUDFWLFH�WKDW�OHG�WR�WKH�GHVWUXFWLRQ�RI�WKH�QDWLRQ�RI�,VUDHOŌLQ-
VWHDG�RI� OLYLQJ� WKLV�ZD\��ZH� UHDOL]H� WKDW� LWłV�RQO\�*RG�ZKR�FDQ�
UHVFXH�XV�DQG�ZH�OLYH�LQ�D�*RG�UHOLDQW�ZD\��$QG�LWłV�WKH�VXIIHULQJ�
WKDW�FDQ�EULQJ�XV�FORVHU�WR�KLP�

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


