
In our section of scripture this morning a problem is presented 
and two alternate solutions are offered: one solution that works 
and one that doesn’t work. The problem is a universal problem 
of self-reliance. C.S. Lewis wrote: “The moment you have a self 
DW�DOO��WKHUH�LV�D�SRVVLELOLW\�RI�SXWWLQJ�\RXUVHOI�ğUVW���ZDQWLQJ�WR�EH�
the center - wanting to be God, in fact. That was the sin of Satan: 
and that was the sin he taught the human race ... what Satan put 
into the heads of our remote ancestors was the idea that they 
‘could be like Gods’ - could set up on their own as if they had 
created themselves - be their own masters.”

He’s talking about self-reliance. Every world religion is based 
upon it. Some so-called enlightened people say we move beyond 
religion to an enlightened way to connect to the truth within 
ourselves; expressions of self-reliance. 

The message of the Gospel and our scripture today is this: self-
reliance won’t work. In fact, it destroys you. In contrast, living 
a God-reliant life brings supernatural resolutions. Imagine that! 
Wouldn’t that be amazing! Supernatural resolutions. 

In the 1950’s Brother Andrew started delivering Bibles to Eastern 
European and Communist countries by smuggling them in. On 
KLV�ğUVW�WULS�LQWR�5RPDQLD�KH�GURYH�KLV�FDU��ğOOHG�ZLWK�%LEOHV��XS�
to the border crossing. There were six cars in front of him. He 
considered himself lucky. This would be a quick crossing. 

Forty minutes passed and the same car was being inspected. The 
guards were removing everything from the cars: luggage was 
unpacked and spread out, hub caps removed, seats removed, 
parts of the engine were taken apart.

Brother Andrew was accustomed to unsolvable problems like 
this. He prayed, “Dear Lord, what am I going to do? Any serious 
LQVSHFWLRQ� ZLOO� VKRZ� XS� WKRVH� 5RPDQLDQ� %LEOHV� ULJKW� DZD\��
I know that no amount of cleverness on my part can get me 
through this border search. Dare I ask for a miracle? Let me take 
some of the Bibles out and leave them in the open where they 
will be seen. Then, Lord, I cannot possibly be depending on my 
own stratagems, can I? I will be depending utterly upon You.” 

+H�LQFKHG�KLV�9:�XS�WR�WKH�RIğFHU�ZKR�ZDV�VWDQGLQJ�RQ�WKH�OHIW�
side of the road, handed his passport and travel visa over and 
started to get out of the car for his inspection. But the guard’s 
knee was against the door, holding it closed. The guard scribbled 
on his visa, shoved his passport back to him and abruptly waved 
him to drive on. 

Andrew inched forward slowly, unsure of the next step. He won-
dered if he’d been selected for a special inspection but none of 
the guards were paying attention to him. In his rearview window 
he saw the guard waving the next driver up indicating he had to 
stop and open his hood. 

Andrew’s heart was racing with excitement at seeing God’s su-
SHUQDWXUDO�SRZHU�DW�ZRUN��+H�GURYH�LQWR�5RPDQLD�ZLWK�KLV�FDU�
ğOOHG�ZLWK�5RPDQLDQ�%LEOHV��

7KLV�LV�ZKDW�OLYLQJ�D�*RG�UHOLDQW�OLIH�ORRNV�OLNH��D�OLIH�ğOOHG�ZLWK�
supernatural resolutions. But I’m getting ahead of myself. As we 
read through the scriptures this morning, I’ll be answering three 
questions: 

» What was the problem? 

» What does a self-reliant response bring?

» What does a God-reliant response bring? 

Open your Bibles to 2 Kings 17. As we come to our section of 
scripture today, the nation we’ve known as Israel is now divided 
into two sections, surrounded by massive empires. To the south-
west there is Egypt, an empire over 1,000 years old. To the south-
east there is Babylon, an empire on the rise. To the northeast 
there is Assyria, the biggest bully of them all. 

In the middle sits the Northern Kingdom and the Southern 
Kingdom.  After King Solomon died, the prestigious, strong, 
prosperous nation, led by the wisest man in the history of the 
world, was divided into two nations: Israel in the north with ten 
tribes, and Judah in the south with two tribes. Both of these na-
tions were unable to match their military numbers; unable to 
match their military weaponry; unable to defend its cities be-
cause the walls aren’t tall enough; unable to leverage treaties 
because they have nothing to offer. 

The logical survival strategy for small nations like this was to form 
alliances. This has been the survival strategy of the Northern 
Kingdom of Israel for generations—self-reliance. By the year 721 
BC, the Northern Kingdom, Israel, has had 19 idolatrous kings in 
D�URZ��7KH\�KDYH�GHğHG�*RGłV�FRYHQDQW�LQ�HYHU\�ZD\�LPDJLQDEOH�
and God’s patience has been fully exhausted. 

Let’s read 2 Kings 17:3–6 to see their problem, their self-reliant 
solution and the result of the Northern Kingdom. 
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Shalmaneser king of Assyria came up to attack 
Hoshea, who had been Shalmaneser’s vassal and 
had paid him tribute. 

But the king of Assyria discovered that Hoshea 
was a traitor, for he had sent envoys to So king of 
Egypt, and he no longer paid tribute to the king of 
Assyria, as he had done year by year.

Therefore Shalmaneser seized him and put him 
in prison. The king of Assyria invaded the entire 
land, marched against Samaria and laid siege to 
it for three years. In the ninth year of Hoshea, the 
king of Assyria captured Samaria and deported the 
Israelites (the Northern Kingdom) to Assyria. He 
settled them in Halah, in Gozan on the Habor River 
and in the towns of the Medes. 

God used the Assyrians, the empire to the northeast, to wipe 
them out. All of the people of Israel were either killed or scat-
tered and resettled through hundreds of different cities. Friends 
and family members will never see one another again. The 
people who formed the nation of Israel will never regather as a 
nation again. 

The people living just to the south in the Southern Kingdom, 
Judah, have been watching this transpire. They have been 
watching the Northern Kingdom form alliances for protection. 
Watching them enthusiastically plunge into idol worship. And 
watched the destruction of their cities and their deportation. 

Hezekiah is the king of the Southern Kingdom, Judah. He’s very 
aware of practices of the North. He’s seen the smoke rise from 
smoldering cities under siege. He’s personally known people 
who have been killed and the so-called “fortunate ones,” de-
parted in long caravans of people walking like livestock roped to 
one another, beaten and whipped. 

How will they respond to their problems? Will they try a self-re-
liant response too or a different path? Let’s get some background 
on Hezekiah before we look at the problem he faced. 

Hezekiah trusted in the Lord, the God of Israel. 
There was no one like him among all the kings of 
Judah, either before him or after him (18:5).

Hezekiah held fast to the Lord; he kept the commandments 
given to Moses; he rebelled against the King of Assyria and did 
not serve him. The Lord was with him and gave him success in 
his leadership and gave him military victory over Philistine cities.

The Assyrian King wouldn’t allow such a tiny nation to rebel. So, 
14 years into Hezekiah’s reign, the Assyrian king, Sennacherib, 
DWWDFNHG�DQG�VXUURXQGHG�DOO�RI�WKH�IRUWLğHG�FLWLHV�RI�-XGDK��7KLV�
is a Problem. 

Hezekiah sent a message to Sennacherib offering payment if the 
Assyrian armies would withdraw. Hezekiah paid all of the gold 
and silver from the temple. He gave all the treasures from the 
royal palace. 2 Kings 18:16 says he stripped the gold plating off 

the doors in the temple. There was no gold left. No silver. No 
royal treasures. 

Now Hezekiah is facing an Unsolvable Problem. The Assyrian 
King is reneging on the alliance. After receiving payment, he sent 
an envoy to Jerusalem to deliver a message. 

7KH�ğHOG�FRPPDQGHU�VDLG�WR�WKHP��Ń7HOO�+H]HNLDK�

ŃŁ7KLV� LV�ZKDW� WKH�JUHDW�NLQJ�� WKH�NLQJ�RI�$VV\ULD��
VD\V�� 2Q�ZKDW� DUH� \RX� EDVLQJ� WKLV� FRQğGHQFH� RI�
yours? You say you have the counsel and the might 
for war—but you speak only empty words. On 
whom are you depending, that you rebel against 
me? Look, I know you are depending on Egypt, that 
splintered reed of a staff, which pierces the hand 
of anyone who leans on it! Such is Pharaoh king 
of Egypt to all who depend on him. But if you say 
WR�PH��Ń:H�DUH�GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�WKH�/RUG�RXU�*RGńŌ
isn’t he the one whose high places and altars 
Hezekiah removed, saying to Judah and Jerusalem, 
Ń<RX�PXVW�ZRUVKLS�EHIRUH�WKLV�DOWDU�LQ�-HUXVDOHPń"

ŃŁ&RPH� QRZ�� PDNH� D� EDUJDLQ� ZLWK� P\� PDVWHU��
the king of Assyria: I will give you two thousand 
horses—if you can put riders on them! How can 
\RX�UHSXOVH�RQH�RIğFHU�RI�WKH�OHDVW�RI�P\�PDVWHUłV�
RIğFLDOV��HYHQ�WKRXJK�\RX�DUH�GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�(J\SW�
for chariots and horsemen? Furthermore, have I 
come to attack and destroy this place without word 
from the Lord? The Lord himself told me to march 
DJDLQVW�WKLV�FRXQWU\�DQG�GHVWUR\�LWłń������������

As this point the representatives from Judah request the 
Assyrians speak in Aramaic, not Hebrew, so the Hebrews nearby 
can’t understand the dire nature of the Assyrian threat. 

%XW�WKH�FRPPDQGHU�UHSOLHG��Ń:DV�LW�RQO\�WR�\RXU�
master and you that my master sent me to say 
these things, and not to the people sitting on the 
wall—who, like you, will have to eat their own ex�
FUHPHQW�DQG�GULQN�WKHLU�RZQ�XULQH"ń���������

Then the envoy continued with their threats telling the people 
three times, “do not listen to Hezekiah.” Hezekiah was telling the 
people in Jerusalem, “we will trust in the Lord’s deliverance.” 

This envoy is thoroughly insulting the Lord and every other deity 
they’ve faced so far in their conquests. The Assyrian army was 
DQ�DOO�FRQVXPLQJ�ğUH��)RU�RYHU����\HDUV�WKH\�KDG�GHIHDWHG�HYHU\�
army they’ve faced. No city has been able to stand up against 
their might. They have faced countless cities like Jerusalem, 
ğOOHG�ZLWK�SHRSOH�RI� VLQFHUH� IDLWK� LQ� WKHLU�JRG� WR� UHVFXH� WKHP��
And every time, the Assyrians have broken down those walls, 
destroyed the images of deities and killed the inhabitants. This 
army of 200,000 was encamped outside the walls of Jerusalem.  

As Hezekiah is facing an Unsolvable Problem, will he be self-
reliant or God-reliant? A self-reliant response would be: take the 
offer. They were offered surrender as the option to save their life. 
And this would involve being scattered throughout the Assyrian 



Empire, never to see their family or friends again. But more im-
portantly, they would lose access to God’s presence! If they left 
Jerusalem, they left the temple where God dwelt. God’s temple 
would be destroyed. Would they trade access to God’s presence 
in exchange for life? 

A God-reliant response would be: turn to the Lord (not knowing 
how this will work out). Hezekiah, consistent with who he has 
been, chose a God-reliant response. He sent this message sent to 
Isaiah the prophet. 

7KH\� WROG� KLP�� Ń7KLV� LV�ZKDW�+H]HNLDK� VD\V�� 7KLV�
day is a day of distress and rebuke and disgrace, as 
when children come to the moment of birth and 
there is no strength to deliver them. 

It may be that the Lord your God will hear all the 
ZRUGV�RI�WKH�ğHOG�FRPPDQGHU��ZKRP�KLV�PDVWHU��
the king of Assyria, has sent to ridicule the living 
God, and that he (God) will rebuke him for the 
words the Lord your God has heard. Therefore pray 
IRU�WKH�UHPQDQW�WKDW�VWLOO�VXUYLYHVń����������

Notice that as Hezekiah faces an Unsolvable Problem and trusts 
in the Lord, he is appealing to the Lord on the basis of two things: 
the reputation of the Lord, and the survival of the Lord’s people. 
The priority here is important. Hezekiah is aware that the Lord 
loves to display his glory and power and faithfulness and righ-
teousness and goodness. The Lord is offended when people 
mock and ridicule him. And Hezekiah primarily bases his appeal 
for deliverance on this. He only adds one line at the end that 
relates to himself and the people of Judah. “Therefore pray for 
the remnant that still survives.” Isaiah’s message back to King 
Hezekiah is the best news possible! 

Do not be afraid of what you have heard—those 
words with which the underlings of the king of 
$VV\ULD�KDYH�EODVSKHPHG�PH��������

Do not be afraid! What great news! But consider the faith in-
volved for Hezekiah to trust this message. The Lord hasn’t 
changed the circumstances. There’s still an Unsolvable Problem 
facing Hezekiah and the people of Judah. 

To keep turning up the pressure, Sennachrib sends another 
threat to Judah. He tells them: Do not let the god you depend on 
deceive you. Surely you have heard what my army has done to 
other nations who depended on their weak gods. I destroyed all 
RI�WKHP��FRPSOHWHO\��*R]HQ��+DUUDQ��5H]HSK��WKH�SHRSOH�RI�(GHQ��
King of Hamath, King of Arpad, Kings of Lair, Sepharvaim, Hena 
and Ivvah. 

Isaiah the prophet said, “don’t be afraid.” King Sennachrib is 
saying, “be very afraid.” 

King Hezekiah’s heart is still deeply troubled. And rightly so. He’s 
living “in-between.” He’s facing a dire situation and he’s waiting 
for its resolution. 

In-between. So much of life falls into this category—the time 
between the start of a hardship and deliverance. The time be-
tween the beginning of facing a problem and seeing a resolution. 
Sometimes we wait days but sometimes years or a lifetime. 

Faced with his in-between King Hezekiah models for you and me 
a God-reliant response. He goes directly to the Lord in prayer. He 
laid the written message King Sennachrib sent him before the 
Lord, bowed before God and prayed. 

Ń/RUG�� WKH�*RG� RI� ,VUDHO�� HQWKURQHG� EHWZHHQ� WKH�
cherubim, you alone are God over all the kingdoms 
of the earth. You have made heaven and earth.

Give ear, Lord, and hear; open your eyes, Lord, and 
see; listen to the words Sennacherib has sent to 
ridicule the living God.  

Ń,W� LV�WUXH��/RUG��WKDW�WKH�$VV\ULDQ�NLQJV�KDYH�ODLG�
waste these nations and their lands. They have 
WKURZQ� WKHLU� JRGV� LQWR� WKH� ğUH� DQG� GHVWUR\HG�
them, for they were not gods but only wood and 
stone, fashioned by human hands.

Now, Lord our God, deliver us from his hand, so 
that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that 
\RX�DORQH��/RUG��DUH�*RGń������������

He concludes his prayer by appealing again to the reputation and 
glory of God. “So that all the kingdoms of the earth may know 
…”  This is the same kind of prayer he made earlier. 

It’s the same kind of prayer and approach of Brother Andrew. 
God primarily wants to show his glory because humanity is most 
VDWLVğHG�ZKHQ�ZH�VHH�LW�DQG�UHVSRQG�LQ�D�OLIH�RI�ZRUVKLS��7KH�EHVW�
thing for anyone is to truly see the brokenness of this world and 
the transcendent glory of God. 

Think of a problem you’re facing right now. Don’t play it safe; 
think of an Unsolvable Problem. Use this prayer as a model of 
prayer for facing your Unsolvable Problems. When you do, we 
reveal that we are God-reliant and supernatural resolutions 
start occurring. 

The Lord’s answer to Hezekiah concerning his problem, the king 
of Assyria and his army, is: 

Ń+H�ZLOO�QRW�HQWHU�WKLV�FLW\

bRU�VKRRW�DQ�DUURZ�KHUH��

He will not come before it with shield

bRU�EXLOG�D�VLHJH�UDPS�DJDLQVW�LW�

By the way that he came he will return; 

he will not enter this city,

declares the Lord.

I will defend this city and save it,

 for my sake and for the sake of 

'DYLG�P\�VHUYDQW�ń
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That night the angel of the Lord went out and put 
WR� GHDWK� D� KXQGUHG� DQG� HLJKW\�ğYH� WKRXVDQG� LQ�
WKH� $VV\ULDQ� FDPS��:KHQ� WKH� SHRSOH� JRW� XS� WKH�
next morning—there were all the dead bodies! So 
Sennacherib king of Assyria broke camp and with�
drew. He returned to Nineveh and stayed there 
������ŋ����

In one night God annihilated the Assyrian army. Whereas the 
Northern Kingdom responded in self-reliance, which resulted in 
their complete destruction, the Southern Kingdom responded in 
God-reliance, which resulted in supernatural deliverance. 

When God’s people respond in God-reliance, God shows his su-
pernatural power. God loves to display his power.  And he does so 
when his people acknowledge their weakness, get out of the way 
and let God take the credit and glory he deserves. God is ready 
to bring supernatural resolutions to your problems. But he won’t 
do it if you continue in self-reliance. In fact, the failures of our 
self-reliance are used as megaphones to get people’s attention. 

Why do you hesitate to trust the Lord with your Unsolvable 
Problems?

Ŋ�<RX�DUH�WRR�VDWLVğHG�ZLWK�ZRUOGO\�UHVROXWLRQV��+RZ�ZRXOG�\RXU�
prayers change if you shifted your perspective to a supernatural 
resolution instead of a worldly one? 

» You are concerned with approval of others, acceptance and 
popularity.

» You want credit and glory for the good outcomes in your life. 

» You are stubborn. 

» You are afraid of giving control of the outcome away to God. 
He might not bring the deliverance you want. And I’ve found 
that most of these situations involved a difference in timing. 
The illness might end in death. The hardship might continue. 
“That doesn’t seem like much of a supernatural outcome,” you 
conclude.

Let me remind you here that God is always working circum-
stances for his good and his glory. 

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


