
The year was 1990. I’d been on staff here at CPC for three years 

and I was teaching that morning in San Jose for a ministry called 

Cityteam. In the middle of my class a staff member walked in 

and interrupted me and said I had an urgent phone call. I walked 

LQWR�DQ�RIğFH��SLFNHG�XS�WKH�SKRQH��DQG�D�ZRPDQ�VDLG�VKH�ZDV�
a nurse at Stanford Hospital. I can’t recall her exact words but it 

ZHQW�NLQG�RI�OLNH�WKLV��Ń6LU��LWłV�\RXU�PRP��+HU�KHDUW�IDLOHG��6KH�
passed away this morning.” It was a shock. My mother was only 

����7KHUHłG�QHYHU�EHHQ�DQ\�NLQG�RI�WDON�RI�D�KHDUW�SUREOHP��EXW�
in the end it was her heart that did her in. Her heart failed her.

7KH�SHUVRQ�ZHłUH�JRLQJ�WR�ORRN�DW�WKLV�PRUQLQJ�ZDV�D�ORW�OLNH�WKDW��
only his heart failed him in a different way. He was a man who 

had enormous potential. He had everything going for him. He 

KDG�DOO�WKH�DVVHWV�DQG�WDOHQWV�WR�EH�D�JUHDW�OHDGHU��EXW�KLV�KHDUW�
GLG� KLP� LQ�� 7KH�PDQ� ,łP� WDONLQJ� DERXW� WKH� ğUVW� NLQJ� RI� ,VUDHO��
6DXO��+H�ZDV�LPSUHVVLYH�WR�ORRN�DW�DQG�IURP�D�SURPLQHQW�IDPLO\��
EXW�GHHS�ZLWKLQ�KLV�KHDUW�ZDV�D�IDWDO�ĠDZ��,łP�VXUH�PRVW�RI�\RX�
DUH�DZDUH�RI�WKH�WHOHYLVLRQ�VKRZ��CSI. I’ve learned you never want 

to eat during an episode of CSI��EXW�WKDW�VKRZ�PDNHV�PH�ZRQGHU�
what it would be like to do a forensic investigation on a person’s 

heart; not the physical organ we call the heart but what it rep-

resents. In the Bible the heart is the control center of your life. 

,W� LQFOXGHV�\RXU�PLQG��HPRWLRQV�DQG�ZLOO�� ,WłV�ZKDW�PDNHV�\RX�
tick. It’s your soul. What if we could be assigned to the CSI team 

LQYHVWLJDWLQJ�WKH�GLVDVWHU�RI�6DXOłV�OLIH��ZKDW�ZRXOG�ZH�ğQG�LI�ZH�
zoomed in his heart?

The fact that my mom died of heart disease at 63 was a wake-up 

call for me. There’s a history of heart disease in my family and for 

me to stay healthy I should pay attention to that. On a spiritual 

OHYHO��6DXOłV�OLIH�FDQ�EH�D�ZDNH�XS�FDOO�IRU�XV��FDXVLQJ�XV�WR�WDNH�
D�KDUG� ORRN�DW� WKH�FRQGLWLRQ�RI�RXU�RZQ�KHDUW��7KH�%LEOH� VD\V��
Ń$ERYH� DOO� HOVH�� JXDUG� \RXU� KHDUW�� IRU� HYHU\WKLQJ� \RX� GR�ĠRZV�
from it” (Prov. 4:23). Guard your inner life. Guard who you are 

beneath the surface where no one sees but you and God. Why? 

Because ultimately that determines everything.

Kingship in Israel
Saul was born during a time in Israel called the period of the 

-XGJHV��,W�ZDV�D�WLPH�RI�PRUDO��VSLULWXDO�DQG�SROLWLFDO�FROODSVH�LQ�
Israel. Apart from a few local judges who God raised up in times 

RI�RSSUHVVLRQ�WR�GHOLYHU�WKH�QDWLRQ��WKHUH�ZDV�QR�FHQWUDO�OHDGHU-
VKLS��7KH�ERRN�RI�-XGJHV�VD\V�VHYHUDO�WLPHV��“In those days there 
ZDV�QR�NLQJ��HYHU\RQH�GLG�DV�WKH\�VDZ�ğWń�(Judges 21:25). That 

ZDV�WKH�SUREOHP��7KHUH�ZDV�QR�NLQJ��QR�OHDGHUVKLS��VR�LW�ZDV�D�
WLPH�RI�YLROHQFH��FRUUXSWLRQ��DQG�DQDUFK\�

It might surprise you to know God had always planned for Israel 

WR�EH�UXOHG�E\�D�NLQJ��*RG�WROG�$EUDKDP��ŃNLQJV�ZLOO�FRPH�IURP�
you”��*Q��������/DWHU��ZKHQ�-DFRE�EOHVVHG�KLV�VRQ�-XGDK�KH�VDLG��
ŃWKH�VFHSWHU��V\PEROLF�RI�NLQJVKLS��ZLOO�QRW�GHSDUW�IURP�-XGDKń�
(Gn 29:10). God even gave Moses laws to regulate the future 

institution of kingship in Dt 17:14-20. The king wasn’t to use 

KLV�SRZHU�WR�JDLQ�SHUVRQDO�SULYLOHJH��WR�PXOWLSO\�KRUVHV��ZLYHV��
silver and gold. He wasn’t even to consider himself better than 

KLV�IHOORZ�,VUDHOLWHV��/LNH�RWKHUV��KH�ZDV�XQGHU�WKH�DXWKRULW\�RI�
God’s law. He was to be a true servant-leader. 

But sometimes we can want the right thing for the wrong rea-

sons. And that’s what happened in Israel when they were being 

OHG�E\�WKHLU�ODVW�-XGJH��6DPXHO��+H�ZDV�D�JRRG�OHDGHU�EXW�KH�ZDV�
getting old. So in 1 Samuel 8 the people approached Samuel and 

VDLG��Ń<RX�DUH�ROG��DQG�\RXU�VRQV�GR�QRW�IROORZ�\RXU�ZD\V��QRZ�
DSSRLQW�D�NLQJ� WR� OHDG�XV�� VXFK�DV�DOO� WKH� RWKHU�QDWLRQV�KDYHń�
�������6DPXHO�ZDVQłW�KDSS\�DERXW�WKLV��+H�WRRN�LW�SHUVRQDOO\��EXW�
KH�GLG�ZKDW�ZH�VKRXOG�DOZD\V�GR�ZKHQ�ZHłUH�KXUW�DQG�RIIHQGHG��
he ŃSUD\HG�WR�WKH�/RUGń��������$QG�WKH�/RUG�WROG�KLP��Ń/LVWHQ�WR�DOO�
WKDW�WKH�SHRSOH�DUH�VD\LQJ�WR�\RX��LW�LV�QRW�\RX�WKH\�KDYH�UHMHFWHG��
EXW�WKH\�KDYH�UHMHFWHG�PH�DV�WKHLU�NLQJń��������*RG�VD\V��Ń'RQłW�
WDNH�LW�SHUVRQDOO\��6DPXHO��LWłV�QRW�DERXW�\RX��LWłV�DERXW�PH�ń�

Samuel warned them that having a king on their own terms 

would mean their sons would be drafted into the army and 

there’d be a central bureaucracy with high taxes. But the people 

refused to listen: Ń1R�ń�WKH\�VDLG��Ń:H�ZDQW�D�NLQJ�RYHU�XV��7KHQ�
ZH�ZLOO�EH�OLNH�DOO�WKH�RWKHU�QDWLRQV��ZLWK�D�NLQJ�WR�OHDG�XV�DQG�
WR�JR�RXW�EHIRUH�XV�DQG�ğJKW�RXU�EDWWOHVń (8:19-20). You can see 

how you can want the right thing for the wrong reasons. They 

GLGQłW�ZDQW� WR� WUXVW�*RG�WR� OHDG�WKHP�LQ�ğJKWLQJ�WKHLU�EDWWOHV��
they wanted a king to do it like the nations around them. God’s 

people are never supposed to conform to the world. We’re called 

WR�VKLQH�D�OLJKW��WR�EH�GLIIHUHQW��%XW�GR�\RX�NQRZ�ZKDW�WKH�LQWHU-
esting thing is? Sometimes God gives us what we shouldn’t have. 

Be careful what you ask for because you may get it.

,Q�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKLV�ERRN��6DPXHO�DQRLQWV�WZR�NLQJV��6DXO�DQG�'DYLG��
It’s almost like through them God wanted to put on record the 

difference between a good king and a bad one. Most of us know 

'DYLG�ZDV�WKH�JRRG�RQH��EXW�KDYH�\RX�HYHU�ZRQGHUHG�ZK\"�$V�
ZHłOO�VHH��6DXO�EURNH�D�IHZ�RI�*RGłV�LQVWUXFWLRQV�DERXW�ZRUVKLS�
and warfare. But David’s crimes seem weightier. He committed 

adultery and murder. He let his eldest son get a way with raping 

KLV�GDXJKWHU�DQG�KLV�VHFRQG�VRQ�ZLWK�NLOOLQJ�WKH�ğUVW��:K\�ZRXOG�
God reject Saul in favor of David? The reason is God looks deeper 

than outward action; God looks at the heart. So let’s go ahead 
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and perform a CSI investigation on Saul’s heart and see what we 

can learn about why things went so wrong. 

Saul is Chosen as King and Begins Well
Saul started out well. God gave him every opportunity to suc-

FHHG�� DQG� DW� WLPHV� LW� DSSHDUHG� KH� UHVSRQGHG�ZHOO�� ,Q� FKDSWHU�
9 he’s introduced as the son of a prominent and wealthy man 

named Kish from the tribe of Benjamin. He’s “as handsome a 
\RXQJ�PDQ�DV�FRXOG�EH�IRXQG�DQ\ZKHUH� LQ� ,VUDHO��DQG�KH�ZDV�
a head taller than anyone else” (9:2). Saul is the whole package 

and God shows Samuel this young man is to be the new king. 

6DPXHO� VD\V� WR� 6DXO�� Ń$QG� WR� ZKRP� LV� DOO� WKH� GHVLUH� RI� ,VUDHO�
WXUQHG��LI�QRW�WR�\RX�DQG�\RXU�ZKROH�IDPLO\�OLQH"ń (9:20). Saul 

VHHPV�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�ZKDW�WKLV�PHDQW�EHFDXVH�KH�UHVSRQGV��“But 
DP�,�QRW�D�%HQMDPLWH��IURP�WKH�VPDOOHVW�WULEH�RI�,VUDHO��DQG�LV�QRW�
P\�FODQ�WKH�OHDVW�RI�DOO�WKH�FODQV�RI�WKH�WULEH�RI�%HQMDPLQ"�:K\�
GR�\RX�VD\�VXFK�D�WKLQJ�WR�PH"ń�(9:20b-21).

'HVSLWH�KLV�DSSDUHQW�KXPLOLW\��6DPXHO�PRYHV�DKHDG�DQG�LQ�D�SUL-
YDWH�FHUHPRQ\�DQRLQWV�KLV�KHDG�ZLWK�RLO�DQG�VD\V��Ń+DV�QRW�WKH�
/RUG�DQRLQWHG�\RX�UXOHU�RYHU�KLV�LQKHULWDQFH"ń (10:1). Then he 

WHOOV�KLP�RI�VHYHUDO�WKLQJV�WKDW�ZLOO�KDSSHQ�WR�FRQğUP�KLV�FDOOLQJ��
DQG� WKH\� DOO� KDSSHQ�� MXVW� DV� 6DPXHO� VDLG�� 7KH� 6SLULW� RI� *RG�
even came on Saul and empowered him to prophesy. He’s then 

FKRVHQ�DV�NLQJ�LQ�D�SXEOLF�FHUHPRQ\��EXW�KHłV�VR�UHOXFWDQW�WR�OHDG�
WKDW� WKH\� ğQG� KLP� KLGLQJ� LQ� WKH� EDJJDJH� URRP��1HYHUWKHOHVV��
WKH\�EULQJ�KLP�RXW�DQG�DOO�WKH�SHRSOH�VKRXW��Ń/RQJ�OLYH�WKH�NLQJ�ń�
(10:24). He went on to lead the Israelites in a resounding victory 

over the Philistines. 

There were so many good things to start out about Saul: He 

VHHPV�KXPEOH��KH�ZRUVKLSV�*RG�DQG�QRW�LGROV�����������������KH�
leads Israel in victory. The high point came in chapter 11 after he 

rescued the city of Jabesh. There were some people who’d been 

critical of Saul’s leadership and after his victory his supporters 

ZDQWHG� WKHP� H[HFXWHG�� %XW� 6DXO� VDLG�� Ń1R� RQH� ZLOO� EH� SXW� WR�
GHDWK�WRGD\��IRU�WKLV�GD\�WKH�/RUG�KDV�UHVFXHG�,VUDHOń (11:13). And 

WKHQ� WKHUH�ZDV� D� JUHDW� FHOHEUDWLRQ�ZKHUH� DOO� ,VUDHO� UHDIğUPHG�
their loyalty to Saul in the presence of the Lord. 

So everything seems solid. Saul is off to a great start. At this 

SRLQW��LWłV�KDUG�WR�GHWHFW�DQ\�UHDO�V\PSWRPV�RI�D�KHDUW�SUREOHP��
EXW�VRPHWLPHV�LW�WDNHV�DZKLOH�IRU�WKHP�WR�VKRZ�XS��1RW�ORQJ�DJR��
LI�\RX�ZHUH�WR�H[SORUH�WKH�IRUHVWV�RI�&RORUDGR��\RXłG�KDYH�IRXQG�
a huge tree that stood for over 400 years. It was just a sapling 

ZKHQ�&ROXPEXV�ğUVW�ODQGHG��:KDWłV�UHPDUNDEOH�LV�WKH�WULDOV�DQG�
changes this tree endured over 400 years and yet it grew ever 

VWURQJHU��,W�ZDV�VWUXFN�E\�OLJKWQLQJ����WLPHV��EUDYHG�WUHPHQGRXV�
ZLQG�VWRUPV��DQG�HYHQ�GHğHG�DQ�HDUWKTXDNH��6R��ZKDW�PLJKW\�
IRUFH�ğQDOO\�GHVWUR\HG�WKLV� WRZHULQJ�JLDQW"�7LQ\�EHHWOHV��:KDW�
ZDU�DQG� WKH�XQEULGOHG� IRUFHV�RI�QDWXUH�FRXOGQłW�DFFRPSOLVK��D�
VPDOO�FRORQ\�RI�EHHWOHV�TXLHWO\�GLG��5DWKHU�WKDQ�DWWDFN�IURP�WKH�
RXWVLGH��WKH\�ERUHG�WKHLU�ZD\�XQGHU�WKH�EDUN�DQG�LQWR�WKH�KHDUW�
RI�WKLV�PLJKW\�WUHH��1LEEOH�E\�QLEEOH��ELWH�E\�ELWH��QRQH�RI�JUHDW�
VLJQLğFDQFH�E\�WKHPVHOYHV��WKH\�FKHZHG�DZD\�DW�WKH�KHDUW�RI�WKLV�
JLDQW�� )LQDOO\��RQH�GD\�� LW� MXVW� FUXPEOHG� WR�SLHFHV�� ,Q� WKH� VDPH�
ZD\��VHHPLQJO\�KDUPOHVV�WKLQJV�RIWHQ�PDNH�WKH�PRVW�VXEVWDQWLDO�

inroads into our hearts. Things that are barely noticeable and 

HDVLO\�LJQRUHG��LI�OHIW�XQFKHFNHG��ZLOO�FDXVH�RXU�GRZQIDOO��

Crime Scene #1—Saul usurps the priestly role to serve his 
purposes 
$JDLQ��FRQVLGHU�6DXO��&RQVLGHU�WZR�GLIIHUHQW�FULPH�VFHQHV��7KH\�
both take place in Gilgal. In 10:8 Samuel had given him some 

SUHFLVH�LQVWUXFWLRQV��+HłG�VDLG��Ń*R�GRZQ�DKHDG�RI�PH�WR�*LOJDO��,�
ZLOO�VXUHO\�FRPH�GRZQ�WR�\RX�WR�VDFULğFH�EXUQW�RIIHULQJV�DQG�IHO-
ORZVKLS�RIIHULQJV��EXW�\RX�PXVW�ZDLW�VHYHQ�GD\V�XQWLO�,�FRPH�WR�
\RX�DQG�WHOO�\RX�ZKDW�\RX�DUH�WR�GR�ń�6RPH�WLPH�ODWHU�6DXO�ğQGV�
KLPVHOI�DW�*LOJDO��DV�6DPXHO�VDLG��DQG�KH�ZDV�LQ�D�SUHFDULRXV�VLWX-

ation. Listen to 13:5-7. Ń7KH�3KLOLVWLQHV�DVVHPEOHG�WR�ğJKW�,VUDHO��
ZLWK�WKUHH�WKRXVDQG�FKDULRWV��VL[�WKRXVDQG�FKDULRWHHUV��DQG�VRO-
GLHUV�DV�QXPHURXV�DV�WKH�VDQG�RQ�WKH�VHDVKRUH��7KH\�ZHQW�XS�DQG�
FDPSHG�DW�0LNPDVK��HDVW�RI�%HWK�$YHQ��:KHQ�WKH�,VUDHOLWHV�VDZ�
WKDW�WKHLU�VLWXDWLRQ�ZDV�FULWLFDO�DQG�WKDW�WKHLU�DUP\�ZDV�KDUG�
SUHVVHG��WKH\�KLG�LQ�FDYHV�DQG�WKLFNHWV��DPRQJ�WKH�URFNV��DQG�LQ�
SLWV�DQG�FLVWHUQV��6RPH�+HEUHZV�HYHQ�FURVVHG�WKH�-RUGDQ�WR�WKH�
land of Gad and Gilead. Saul remained at Gilgal, and all the 
WURRSV�ZLWK�KLP�ZHUH�TXDNLQJ�ZLWK�IHDU�ń

The Philistines had the most feared military on earth. They had 

superior technology along with massive numbers. The Israelites 

DUH� VFDUHG� RXW� RI� WKHLU�ZLWV�� KLGLQJ�ZKHUHYHU� WKH\� FDQ� WR� ğQG�
cover; some are even running away. Eighty percent of Saul’s army 

GHVHUW�KLP��DQG�KH�EHJLQV�WR�SDQLF��+H�VHHPV�WR�KDYH�IRUJRWWHQ�
the Lord doesn’t need numbers to win his battles. But Saul needs 

WR� VWRS� WKH�EOHHGLQJ�� IDVW��+H� WKLQNV� LW�ZRXOG�EH� H[SHGLHQW� WR�
RIIHU�D�IHZ�VDFULğFHV�EHIRUH�WKH\�ğJKW��EXW�6DPXHO�VDLG�WR�ZDLW�
EHFDXVH�WKDW�ZDV�KLV�MRE��QRW�6DXOłV��+H�ZDV�WR�ZDLW�IRU�6DPXHO�
seven days and then Samuel would tell him what to do. Verse 8 

VD\V��Ń+H�ZDLWHG�VHYHQ�GD\V��WKH�WLPH�VHW�E\�6DPXHO��EXW�6DPXHO�
GLG�QRW� FRPH� WR�*LOJDO��DQG�6DXOłV�PHQ�EHJDQ� WR� VFDWWHU�ń This 

LV� VHULRXV�� Ń&RPH�RQ��6DPXHO��<RXU� WLPH� LV�XS��:HłUH� LQ� VRPH�
VHULRXV�KRW�ZDWHU�KHUH�ń�

Does anyone here like to wait? Waiting is hard. It’s hard because 

we feel it’s such a waste of time. We should be doing something. 

:KLOH�ZH�ZDLW��ZHłUH�ORVLQJ�JURXQG��%XW�WKHUH�DUH�WLPHV�ZKHQ�
God places us in a situation where he says wait and it doesn’t 

make any sense at all. In those times we have to decide if we’re 

going to trust our human instincts and reasoning or trust and 

obey God. That’s the choice Saul had to make. Look what he does 

in 13:9–12: “So he said, “Bring me the burnt offering and the fel-
ORZVKLS�RIIHULQJV�ń�$QG�6DXO�RIIHUHG�XS�WKH�EXUQW�RIIHULQJ��-XVW�
DV�KH�ğQLVKHG�PDNLQJ� WKH�RIIHULQJ�� 6DPXHO�DUULYHG��DQG�6DXO�
ZHQW� RXW� WR� JUHHW� KLP�� Ł:KDW� KDYH� \RX�GRQH"ł� DVNHG� 6DPXHO��
6DXO�UHSOLHG��Ł:KHQ�,�VDZ�WKDW�WKH�PHQ�ZHUH�VFDWWHULQJ��DQG�WKDW�
\RX�GLG�QRW�FRPH�DW�WKH�VHW�WLPH��DQG�WKDW�WKH�3KLOLVWLQHV�ZHUH�
DVVHPEOLQJ� DW�0LNPDVK�� ,� WKRXJKW�� Ń1RZ� WKH� 3KLOLVWLQHV�ZLOO�
FRPH�GRZQ�DJDLQVW�PH�DW�*LOJDO��DQG�,�KDYH�QRW�VRXJKW�WKH�/RUGłV�
IDYRU�ń�6R�,�IHOW�FRPSHOOHG�WR�RIIHU�WKH�EXUQW�RIIHULQJ�łń

$V�6DXO�ZDVKHV�WKH�EORRG�RI�WKH�DQLPDOV�IURP�KLV�KDQGV��KH�VHHV�
Samuel approaching. He seems clueless that he did anything 

ZURQJ�EHFDXVH�KH�JRHV�RXW� WR�ZHOFRPH�KLP��EXW�6DPXHO� LVQłW�



KDSS\��Ń:KDW�KDYH�\RX�GRQH"ń�6DXO�H[SODLQV��Ń+H\��\RX�ZHUHQłW�
here. I had to do something. You gotta do what you gotta do. 

:H�FDQłW�JR�LQWR�EDWWOH�ZLWKRXW�D�VDFULğFH��:KDW�ZRXOG�P\�PHQ�
think? I had no choice.” 

6RXQGV�JRRG��EXW�6DPXHO�LVQłW�EX\LQJ�LW��+H�ORRNV�6DXO�VWUDLJKW�LQ�
WKH�H\HV�DQG�VD\V��“You have done a foolish thing,” Samuel said. 
Ń<RX�KDYH�QRW�NHSW�WKH�FRPPDQG�WKH/RUG�\RXU�*RG�JDYH�\RX��LI�
\RX�KDG��KH�ZRXOG�KDYH�HVWDEOLVKHG�\RXU�NLQJGRP�RYHU�,VUDHO�IRU�
DOO�WLPH��%XW�QRZ�\RXU�NLQJGRP�ZLOO�QRW�HQGXUH��WKH�/RUG�KDV�
VRXJKW�RXW�D�PDQ�DIWHU�KLV�RZQ�KHDUW�DQG�DSSRLQWHG�KLP�UXOHU�
RI�KLV�SHRSOH��EHFDXVH�\RX�KDYH�QRW�NHSW� WKH�/RUGłV� FRPPDQGń�
(13:13–14).

$V�ZH�ORRN�IRU�FOXHV�WR�WKH�IDWDO�ĠDZV�LQ�6DXOłV�KHDUW��ZH�VHH�D�
PDQ� ZKR�� DOWKRXJK� WKHUH� ZDV� D� YHQHHU� RI� UHOLJLRXV� DFWLYLW\��
GLGQłW�REH\�WKH�/RUGłV�FRPPDQG��ZKLFK�6DPXHO�SRLQWV�RXW�WZLFH��
1R�GRXEW�SDUW�RI�WKH�UHDVRQ�IRU�WKDW�LV�KH�UHDOO\�GLGQłW�WUXVW�*RG�
to take care of him in that situation. He panicked. Sometimes 

we try to cover up our faithless and disobedient hearts with reli-

JLRXV�DFWLYLW\��:H�JR�WR�FKXUFK��WLWKH��DWWHQG�D�%LEOH�6WXG\��WKRVH�
are all good things to do but they can also mask a heart that isn’t 

WUXVWLQJ�*RG��$QG�VR��ZKHQ�WKLQJV�JHW�RXW�RI�FRQWURO��ZH�UHDOO\�
believe we know better than God. This issue doesn’t surface until 

ZHłUH�UHDOO\�WHVWHG��DV�6DXO�ZDV��,W�FRPHV�LQ�VLWXDWLRQV�ZKHUH�ZH�
feel something has to be done. Waiting on God makes no sense. 

If I have to compromise or just twist God’s word a little bit it’s 

okay because I’m in a situation where if I don’t do that I’ll lose 

RXW��6DXO�SUREDEO\�HYHQ�WKRXJKW��Ń+H\��,łP�WKH�NLQJ�KHUH��,łP�LQ�
FKDUJH��,I�,�ZDQW�WR�JHW�WKH�EDOO�UROOLQJ�DQG�VDFULğFH�D�IHZ�VKHHS�,�
FDQ�ń�%XW�LQ�*RGłV�NLQJGRP��WKH�NLQJ�LVQłW�DERYH�*RGłV�ODZ��

$QG�WKHUH�ZHUH�FRQVHTXHQFHV�IRU�6DXOłV�DFWLRQV��*RG�VD\V�KHłOO�
UHSODFH�6DXO�ZLWK�D�PDQ�DIWHU�KLV�RZQ�KHDUW��8QOLNH�6DXO��KHłOO�
OLVWHQ�WR�*RGłV�KHDUW�DQG�ZDQW�ZKDW�*RG�ZDQWV��6DXO�KHDUG�WKLV��
but his own heart is hard. Look at his response. Verse 15 just 

VD\V�6DPXHO�OHIW�DQG�WKHQ�6DXO�FRXQWHG�KLV�PHQ��SUHSDULQJ�IRU�
EDWWOH�� +H� GLGQłW� VNLS� D� EHDW�� 1R� UHSHQWDQFH�� 6DPXHOłV� ZRUGV�
didn’t register. 

Crime Scene #2—Saul fails to destroy the Ammonites
Let’s move on to the next crime scene in chapter 15. Samuel 

comes to Saul and says: Ń6DPXHO�VDLG�WR�6DXO��Ł,�DP�WKH�RQH�WKH�
/RUG�VHQW�WR�DQRLQW�\RX�NLQJ�RYHU�KLV�SHRSOH�,VUDHO��VR�OLVWHQ�QRZ�
WR� WKH�PHVVDJH� IURP� WKH� /RUG�� 7KLV� LV�ZKDW� WKH� /RUG� $OPLJKW\�
VD\V�� Ń,�ZLOO�SXQLVK� WKH�$PDOHNLWHV� IRU�ZKDW� WKH\�GLG� WR� ,VUDHO�
ZKHQ�WKH\�ZD\ODLG�WKHP�DV�WKH\�FDPH�XS�IURP�(J\SW��1RZ�JR��
DWWDFN� WKH� $PDOHNLWHV� DQG� WRWDOO\� GHVWUR\� DOO� WKDW� EHORQJV� WR�
WKHP��'R�QRW�VSDUH�WKHP��SXW�WR�GHDWK�PHQ�DQG�ZRPHQ��FKLOGUHQ�
DQG�LQIDQWV��FDWWOH�DQG�VKHHS��FDPHOV�DQG�GRQNH\Vńłń (15:1–3).

7KDWłV� SUHWW\� FOHDU�� ULJKW"� 7KH�$PDOHNLWHV� KDG� EHHQ� D� WKRUQ� LQ�
Israel’s side since the time they left Egypt. He’d given them 400 

years to repent. They continued to be a marauding band of no-

PDGV�ZKRłG�VZRRS�GRZQ��UDSH�DQG�SOXQGHU�D� WRZQ��DQG�WKHQ�
leave. God decides it’s time for judgment and he orders Saul to 

enact what was called herem��ZKLFK�PHDQW�HYHU\WKLQJ�ZDV�XQGHU�
the ban; everyone and everything was to be destroyed. 

6R� 6DXO� VXPPRQV� ������ VROGLHUV� DQG� DWWDFNV� WKH� $PDOHNLWHV��
Look at what happened. Ń7KHQ�6DXO�DWWDFNHG�WKH�$PDOHNLWHV�DOO�
WKH�ZD\�IURP�+DYLODK�WR�6KXU��QHDU�WKH�HDVWHUQ�ERUGHU�RI�(J\SW��
+H�WRRN�$JDJ�NLQJ�RI�WKH�$PDOHNLWHV�DOLYH��DQG�DOO�KLV�SHRSOH�KH�
WRWDOO\�GHVWUR\HG�ZLWK�WKH�VZRUG��%XW�6DXO�DQG�WKH�DUP\�VSDUHG�
$JDJ� DQG� WKH� EHVW� RI� WKH� VKHHS� DQG� FDWWOH�� WKH� IDW� FDOYHV� DQG�
ODPEVŌHYHU\WKLQJ�WKDW�ZDV�JRRG��7KHVH�WKH\�ZHUH�XQZLOOLQJ�WR�
GHVWUR\�FRPSOHWHO\��EXW�HYHU\WKLQJ�WKDW�ZDV�GHVSLVHG�DQG�ZHDN�
they totally destroyed” (15:7–9).

:HłUH�QRW�WROG�ZK\��EXW�KH�VSDUHV�WKHLU�NLQJ��0D\EH�LW�ZDV�D�SUR-

IHVVLRQDO� FRXUWHV\�� ,I� QRWKLQJ� HOVH��$JDJ�ZDV�TXLWH� D� WURSK\� WR�
parade around. Keeping the best of their sheep and cattle makes 

more sense. They could be useful. This is a classic example of par-

tial or selective obedience. We think partial obedience is better 

WKDQ�GLVREHGLHQFH��EXW�LWłV�QRW��3DUWLDO�REHGLHQFH�LV�GLVREHGLHQFH���

Here’s what God thinks about partial obedience. Ń7KHQ�WKH�ZRUG�
RI�WKH�/RUG�FDPH�WR�6DPXHO��Ł,�UHJUHW�WKDW�,�KDYH�PDGH�6DXO�NLQJ��
EHFDXVH�KH�KDV� WXUQHG�DZD\�IURP�PH�DQG�KDV�QRW�FDUULHG�RXW�
P\�LQVWUXFWLRQV�ł�6DPXHO�ZDV�DQJU\��DQG�KH�FULHG�RXW�WR�WKH�/RUG�
all that night” (15:10–11). God calls it what it is: He’s “turned 

away from me and not carried out my instructions.” He uses a 

ZRUG�WKDW�PHDQV��\RXłYH�QRW� OLVWHQHG��7KDW�VDPH�ZRUG� LV�XVHG�
repeatedly. God says he regrets making Saul king. The last time 

*RG�VDLG�WKDW�ZDV�LQ�WKH�GD\V�RI�1RDK�ZKHQ�KH�VDLG�KH�UHJUHWWHG�
making human beings because our hearts were so evil. 

%\� WKH�ZD\�� GLG� \RX� VHH� KRZ� 6DPXHO� UHVSRQGV"�+HłV� DQJU\�� ,W�
doesn’t say who he’s angry at. Is he angry at God or Saul or him-

self? Perhaps he doesn’t know and he’s just angry at the whole 

situation. But what does he do with his anger? He cries out to 

*RG�DOO�QLJKW� ORQJ��+HłV�GRHV�ZKDW�3DXO� VD\V� LQ�(SKHVLDQV��“Be 
DQJU\�EXW�VLQ�QRW�DQG�GRQłW�OHW�WKH�VXQ�JR�GRZQ�RQ�\RXU�DQJHU�ń�
That’s what Samuel did. He worked his anger through in the 

presence of God. I think he prayed for Saul and for Israel. He 

prayed about what to do. 

And God gave him direction. The next morning he woke up early 

DQG�ZHQW� WR�PHHW�6DXO��%XW�VRPHRQH�WROG�KLP��“Saul has gone 
WR�&DUPHO��7KHUH�KH�KDV� VHW�XS�D�PRQXPHQW� LQ�KLV�RZQ�KRQRU�
DQG�KDV�WXUQHG�DQG�JRQH�GRZQ�WR�*LOJDOń�������E���:HOO��WKDWłV�
telling. Saul is now celebrating his victories by making monu-

PHQWV� WR� KLPVHOI�� 7KH� KXPEOH� PDQ� ZKR� KLG� LQ� WKH� EDJJDJH�
room is now drunk with success. He’s making Saul bobble-heads 

DQG� VHOOLQJ� WKHP� DOO� RYHU� ,VUDHO�� 7KHQ� LW� VD\V�� “When Samuel 
UHDFKHG�KLP��6DXO�VDLG��Ł7KH�/RUG�EOHVV�\RX��,�KDYH�FDUULHG�RXW�WKH�
/RUGłV�LQVWUXFWLRQVłń (15:13). This guy could be on The 700 Club��
Everything is “amen” and “praise the Lord.” He’s thinking Samuel 

must be so impressed with his God-talk. Ń%XW�6DPXHO�VDLG��Ł:KDW�
WKHQ�LV�WKLV�EOHDWLQJ�RI�VKHHS�LQ�P\�HDUV"�:KDW�LV�WKLV�ORZLQJ�RI�
FDWWOH�WKDW�,�KHDU"łń����������,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��Ń$UH�\RX�GHDI��6DXO"ń�
Baaaa. “Where did those animals come from?” Moooo.

It’s always telling what a person does when caught red-handed. 

6DXO�DQG�6DPXHO�SURFHHG�WR�JR�EDFN�DQG�IRUWK��DQG�6DXO�WULHV�WR�
MXVWLI\�KLV�DFWLRQV��+H�VD\V�LQ��������Ń7KH�VROGLHUV�EURXJKW�WKHP�
IURP�WKH�$PDOHNLWHV��WKH\�VSDUHG�WKH�EHVW�RI�WKH�VKHHS�DQG�FDWWOH�
WR�VDFULğFH�WR�\RXU�*RG��EXW�ZH�WRWDOO\�GHVWUR\HG�WKH�UHVW�ń�1RWLFH�



7KLV�PHVVDJH�IURP�6FULSWXUH�ZDV�SUHDFKHG�RQ�6XQGD\��1RYHPEHU����������DW�&HQWUDO�3HQLQVXOD�&KXUFK�6RXWK
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WKH� VXEWOH� VKLIW� LQ� SURQRXQ�� ŃWKH� /RUG� <285�*RG�ń� $QG� WKHUH�
he goes again—partial obedience with a religious coating. “We 

ZDQWHG�WR�XVH�WKRVH�ğQH�DQLPDOV�WR�VDFULğFH�WR�*RG�ń��

+RZ�PDQ\�SHRSOH�KDYH�,�WDONHG�WR��DQG�KRZ�RIWHQ�,łYH�VHHQ�LQ�
myself the same thing. I’ve known people who are known for 

an uncontrolled temper in the workplace but justify it because 

they’re faithful to their wives and they serve in the church. I’ve 

WDONHG�WR�PHQ�ZKR�DUH�EHLQJ�XQIDLWKIXO�WR�WKHLU�ZLYHV�EXW�VD\��
Ń/LVWHQ��WKH�RQO\�UHDVRQ�,łP�VWD\LQJ�LQ�WKLV�PDUULDJH� LV�EHFDXVH�
I know God hates divorce.” Partial obedience is disobedience. 

Samuel will have nothing of it. Let me paraphrase what he says 

LQ����������� Ń/LVWHQ��<RX�ZHUH�RQFH�QRWKLQJ�DQG�\RX�NQHZ� LW��
but the Lord graciously made you king. He sent you to destroy 

WKH�$PDOHNLWHV��EXW�QRZ�\RXłUH�VXFK�D�ELJ�VKRW�\RX�WKLQN�\RX�FDQ�
PDNH�XS�\RXU�RZQ�UXOHV�� )DFW� LV�� \RX�SRXQFHG�RQ� WKH�SOXQGHU�
because you’re just plain old greedy.”

6DXO�VWLOO�GRHVQłW�JHW�LW��+H�WKLQNV�KH�NQRZV�EHWWHU��+H�VD\V��“But 
,�GLG�REH\�WKH�/RUG����,�ZHQW�RQ�WKH�PLVVLRQ�WKH�/RUG�DVVLJQHG�PHń�
(15:20). Again he explains how they brought home the sheep 

DQG�FDWWOH�WR�VDFULğFH�WR�*RG��7KHQ�6DPXHO�UHVSRQGV�ZLWK�VRPH�
of the most unforgettable words in the Bible. “But Samuel re-
SOLHG��Ł'RHV�WKH�/RUG�GHOLJKW�LQ�EXUQW�RIIHULQJV�DQG�VDFULğFHV�DV�
PXFK�DV�LQ�REH\LQJ�WKH�/RUG"�7R�REH\�LV�EHWWHU�WKDQ�VDFULğFH��DQG�
WR�KHHG�LV�EHWWHU�WKDQ�WKH�IDW�RI�UDPV��)RU�UHEHOOLRQ�LV�OLNH�WKH�VLQ�
RI�GLYLQDWLRQ�bDQG�DUURJDQFH� OLNH� WKH� HYLO� RI� LGRODWU\��%HFDXVH�
\RX� KDYH� UHMHFWHG� WKH�ZRUG� RI� WKH� /RUG�b KH� KDV� UHMHFWHG� \RX� DV�
NLQJłń�(15:22–23).

<RX�VHH��\RX�FDQ�EH�D�YHU\�UHOLJLRXV�SHUVRQ��\RX�FDQ�JR�WKURXJK�
all the motions but still be the one who’s calling the shots in 

your life. It’s like Jesus said in the Sermon on the Mount: “If 
you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that 
your brother or sister has something against you, leave your gift 
WKHUH� LQ� IURQW� RI� WKH�DOWDU�� )LUVW� JR�DQG�EH� UHFRQFLOHG� WR� WKHP��
WKHQ� FRPH�DQG� RIIHU� \RXU� JLIWń (Mt 5:24-25). What does God 

want? Does he want religion? Does he want you bringing gifts at 

the altar while you ignore the way you’ve offended a brother or 

sister in Christ? Jesus says leave your religion and be reconciled 

to your brother. 

,W� DSSHDUV� ğQDOO\� 6DXO� UHSHQWV� LQ� ������� Ń7KHQ� 6DXO� VDLG� WR�
6DPXHO��Ń,�KDYH�VLQQHG��,�YLRODWHG�WKH�/RUGłV�FRPPDQG�DQG�\RXU�
LQVWUXFWLRQV��,�ZDV�DIUDLG�RI�WKH�PHQ�DQG�VR�,�JDYH�LQ�WR�WKHP�ń�
,W�VRXQGV�JRRG��GRHVQłW�LW"�%XW�ORRN�FORVHU�DW�ZKDWłV�UHDOO\�GULYLQJ�
WKLV��+H�DVNV�6DPXHO�WR�JR�EDFN�ZLWK�KLP��EXW�LQ�������6DPXHO�
UHIXVHV��+H�VD\V��Ń,�ZRQłW�JR�EDFN�ZLWK�\RX�EHFDXVH�WKH�/RUG�KDV�
UHMHFWHG�\RX�DV�NLQJ�ń Then look what Saul says in 15:30. “Saul 
UHSOLHG��Ł,�KDYH�VLQQHG��%XW�SOHDVH�KRQRU�PH�EHIRUH�WKH�HOGHUV�RI�
P\�SHRSOH�DQG�EHIRUH�,VUDHO��FRPH�EDFN�ZLWK�PH��VR�WKDW�,�PD\�
ZRUVKLS�WKH�/RUG�\RXU�*RG�łń There’s the motive of his heart. He 

wants Samuel to go back with him because he needs people to 

VHH�WKH�JUHDW�6DPXHO�VXSSRUWV�KLP��)RU�6DXO��LWłV�DOO�DERXW�KRZ�
the people view him. 

A close look at Saul’s heart reveals he really didn’t care about 

pleasing the Lord; he wanted to please people. There’s remorse 

but no real repentance here. He just wants to stay in Samuel’s 

good graces so the people won’t think he’s a loser. It’s all about 

appearances to Saul. It’s all about what the people think of him. 

That always goes along great with an outward show of religion. 

-RKQ� VDLG� WKH� VDPH� WKLQJV� RI� WKH� -HZLVK� OHDGHUV� RI� -HVXVł� GD\��
ŃWKH\�ORYHG�KXPDQ�SUDLVH�PRUH�WKDQ�SUDLVH�IURP�*RGń (Jn 12:43). 

It reminds me of something I once read: “I’d like to buy about 

WKUHH�GROODUV�ZRUWK�RI�*RG��SOHDVH��1RW�WRR�PXFKŌMXVW�HQRXJK�
WR�PDNH�PH�KDSS\��EXW�QRW�VR�PXFK�,�JHW�DGGLFWHG��,�GRQłW�ZDQW�
so much God I learn to really hate covetousness and lust. I cer-

tainly don’t want so much I start to love my enemies. I want ec-

VWDV\��QRW�UHSHQWDQFH��,�ZDQW�WUDQVFHQGHQFH��QRW�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ��
,łG� OLNH� WR�EH�FKHULVKHG�E\� VRPH�QLFH�� IRUJLYLQJ��EURDG�PLQGHG�
SHRSOH��EXW�,�P\VHOI�GRQłW�ZDQW�WR�ORYH�WKRVH�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�PH��
especially if they smell. I’d like enough of God to make my family 

VHFXUH�DQG�P\�FKLOGUHQ�ZHOO�EHKDYHG��EXW�QRW�VR�PXFK�WKDW�,�ğQG�
my ambitions redirected or my giving too greatly enlarged. I’d 

OLNH�WKUHH�GROODUV�ZRUWK�RI�*RG��SOHDVH�ń

5HĠHFWLQJ�RQ�WKH�OLIH�RI�6DXO�LV�D�ZDNH�XS�FDOO�IRU�HDFK�RI�XV�WR�
take a closer look beneath the surface of our religion to what re-

ally drives us at a heart level. How’s your heart? We’ve seen that 

sick heart in one that tries to survive on cheap substitutes. It sub-

stitutes internal submission for external devotion. It substitutes 

human applause for divine approval.  And it substitutes partial 

obedience for genuine listening. 

6WXG\LQJ�WKLV��,łYH�VHHQ�KRZ�PXFK�P\�RZQ�KHDUW�UHĠHFWV�6DXOłV��
Saul reminds me I need a new heart. That’s what King Jesus 

came to give. He was the only one who ever had a perfect heart. 

The prophet Ezekiel looked forward to a time when this would 

KDSSHQ��7KURXJK�KLP�*RG�VDLG��Ń,�ZLOO�VSULQNOH�FOHDQ�ZDWHU�RQ�
\RX��DQG�\RX�ZLOO�EH�FOHDQ��,�ZLOO�FOHDQVH�\RX�IURP�DOO�\RXU�LPSX-
ULWLHV�DQG�IURP�DOO�\RXU�LGROV��,�ZLOO�JLYH�\RX�D�QHZ�KHDUW�DQG�SXW�
D�QHZ�VSLULW�LQ�\RX��,�ZLOO�UHPRYH�IURP�\RX�\RXU�KHDUW�RI�VWRQH�
DQG�JLYH�\RX�D�KHDUW�RI�ĠHVK��$QG�,�ZLOO�SXW�P\�6SLULW�LQ�\RX�DQG�
PRYH�\RX�WR�IROORZ�P\�GHFUHHV�DQG�EH�FDUHIXO�WR�NHHS�P\�ODZVń�
(Ez 36:25-26).

,PDJLQH�WKDW��:KHQ�ZH�SXW�RXU�IDLWK�LQ�.LQJ�-HVXV��ZH�JHW�D�KHDUW�
WUDQVSODQW��:H�JHW�D�VRIW�KHDUW��D�SOLDEOH�KHDUW��D�KHDUW�WKDW�ORQJV�
WR�IROORZ�*RGłV�GHFUHHV��$V�IROORZHUV�RI�NLQJ�-HVXV��ZH�KDYH�WKDW�
heart. It’s like we’ve been given a heart that God can work with. 

,WłV�QRW�D�VLQOHVV�KHDUW�EXW� LWłV�D�VXEPLVVLYH��SOLDEOH�DQG�EURNHQ�
KHDUW��1H[W�ZHHN�DV�ZH�VWXG\�WKH�OLIH�RI�NLQJ�'DYLG�ZHłOO�VHH�WKDW�
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