
In those days, there was no king in Israel. Everyone did as they 
VDZ�ğW��:H�OLYHG�LQ�WKLV�DPD]LQJ�ODQG�*RG�SURPLVHG�XV��VR�\RX�
ZRXOG� WKLQN� LW�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�D� MR\IXO� WLPH� IRU� ,VUDHO��EXW� LW�
ZDV�TXLWH�WKH�RSSRVLWH��,I�\RX�GRQłW�NQRZ��ZH�ZHQW�IURP�EHLQJ�
D� JURXS�RI�ZDQGHULQJ�QRPDGV�ZKR� OHIW� (J\SW� WR� WKLV�PDVVLYH�
JURXS�RI�SHRSOH�ZLWK�WKH�EHVW�ODQG��DV�IDU�DV�WKH�H\H�FRXOG�VHH��
0RVHV�ZDV�QHYHU�DEOH�WR�HQWHU�WKLV�ODQG��EXW�*RG�FKRVH�-RVKXD�
WR�OHDG�XV�DIWHU�0RVHVł�SDVVLQJ��2QFH�-RVKXD�SDVVHG�DZD\��LW�ZDV�
OLNH�ZH�IRUJRW�HYHU\WKLQJ�*RG�KDG�GRQH�IRU�XV��2XU�SHRSOH�IRUJRW�
DERXW�WKH�7HQ�&RPPDQGPHQWV�DQG�ZH�VORZO\�DFFHSWHG�WKH�ZD\V�
RI�WKH�&DQDDQLWHV��,QVWHDG�RI�ZRUVKLSSLQJ�WKH�/RUG��ZH�SDUWLFL-
SDWHG�LQ�FXOW�DFWLYLW\�

:H� NHSW� ğQGLQJ� RXUVHOYHV� LQ� D� UHFXUULQJ� F\FOH��:H�ZRXOG� VLQ�
DQG�WXUQ�RXU�EDFNV�RQ�WKH�/RUG��2QFH�ZH�GLG�WKLV�LW�ZDV�OLNH�*RG�
ZDV�DJDLQVW�XV��WKH�QDWLRQV�DURXQG�XV�ZRXOG�RSSUHVV�XV��,W�ZDV�
DOPRVW�OLNH�*RG�VROG�XV�LQWR�WKHLU�KDQGV��:KHQ�ZH�ğQDOO\�FDPH�
WR� RXU� VHQVHV�� ZH�ZRXOG� UHSHQW�� $QG� RQFH�ZH� UHSHQWHG�� *RG�
ZRXOG�UDLVH�XS�D�OHDGHU�WR�GHOLYHU�XV��,W�ZDV�OLNH�*RG�NQHZ�RXU�
UHSHQWDQFH�ZDV�FRPLQJ��7KLV�KDSSHQHG�ZLWK�2WKQLHO��(KXG�DQG�
'HERUDK�ZKR�OLYHG�EHIRUH�PH��

2K��,łP�VR�VRUU\��,�ZDV�VR�FDXJKW�XS�LQ�P\�VWRU\�WKDW�,�IRUJRW�WR�
LQWURGXFH�P\VHOI�� ,łP�IURP�WKH�WULEH�RI�0DQDVVHK��RQ�WKH�ZHVW�
VLGH�RI�WKH�-RUGDQ��0\�FODQ��WKH�$ELH]ULWHV��LV�YHU\�VPDOO��0\�ID-
WKHUłV�QDPH�LV�-RDVK��ZKLFK�PHDQV�Ń*RG�KDV�JLYHQ�ń�0\�QDPH�LV�
*LGHRQ��EXW�GXULQJ�P\� OLIHWLPH� VRPH�SHRSOH� FDOOHG�PH� -HUXE�
%DDO�IRU�P\�DFWLRQV��,łOO�JHW�WR�WKDW�SDUW�ODWHU�LQ�P\�VWRU\��

0\� WULEH��0DQDVVHK�� LV� FHQWUDOO\� ORFDWHG� LQ� WKH�3URPLVHG�/DQG��
:H�KDYH�D�ZRQGHUIXO� ODQG�ZKHUH�JUDLQ�JURZV�ZHOO�EHFDXVH�RI�
WKH�OLJKW�GHZ�ZH�UHFHLYH�RQ�WKH�KLOOV��0DQDVVHK�LV�D�IUDJPHQWHG�
WULEH��,W�KDSSHQHG�EHFDXVH�VRPH�RI�RXU�SHRSOH�ZDQWHG�WR�VWD\�RQ�
WKH�(DVW�VLGH�RI�WKH�ULYHU�ZKLOH�WKH�UHVW�RI�XV�ZDQWHG�WR�WDNH�WKH�
ODQG�*RG�KDG�SURPLVHG�XV��2XU�WULEH�KDV�D�ODUJH�SRUWLRQ�RI�ODQG�
EXW�QXPHULFDOO\�ZHłUH�RQH�RI�WKH�VPDOOHU�WULEHV�

:KHQ� \RX� NQRZ� DOO� RI� WKLV� DERXW� RXU� WULEH�� RXU� ORFDWLRQ�� WKH�
DJULFXOWXUH� DQG� DELOLW\� WR� VXVWDLQ� OLYHVWRFN� LWłV� QR� ZRQGHU� WKH�
0LGLDQLWHV�LQYDGHG�RXU�ODQG��)RU�VHYHQ�\HDUV�WKH\�FDPH�LQWR�RXU�
ğHOGV��VWROH�RXU�JUDLQ��DWH�RXU�VKHHS��VODXJKWHUHG�RXU�FDWWOH�DQG�
KDUDVVHG�RXU�SHRSOH��:H�FRXOGQłW�SURWHFW�RXUVHOYHV�IURP�WKHP��
7KH\�URGH�LQ�RQ�FDPHOV�DQG�ZH�KDG�QRWKLQJ�WR�FRPEDW�WKHLU�DW-
WDFNV��7KH\�ZHUH�D�KRUULEOH�SHRSOH��EHQW�RQ�WDNLQJ�DOO�ZH�KDG��DQG�
HDFK�\HDU�LW�JRW�ZRUVH��7KHUH�ZHUH�VR�PDQ\�RI�WKHP��:KHQ�WKH\�
VHWWOHG�LQ�WKH�YDOOH\V��WKHLU�QXPEHUV�ZHUH�VR�JUHDW�WKH\�ORRNHG�

OLNH�D�SODJXH�RI�ORFXVW��6RPH�RI�RXU�SHRSOH�ZHUH�VR�VFDUHG�RI�WKH�
0LGLDQLWHV�WKH\�KLG�LQ�WKH�KLOOV�DQG�IRXQG�FDYHV�LQ�WKH�PRXQWDLQV�
WR�XVH�DV�WKHLU�KRPH��,WłV�HPEDUUDVVLQJ�WR�DGPLW��EXW�,�ZDV�VFDUHG�
RI�WKHP�WRR��7KH\�EHFDPH�VR�RSSUHVVLYH�WKDW�ZH�ğQDOO\�FULHG�RXW�
WR�WKH�/RUG�WR�VDYH�XV��

An Unexpected Visitor
2QH�GD\�ZKLOH�,�ZDV�WKUHVKLQJ�ZKHDW��WKLQJV�FKDQJHG��$Q�XQH[-
SHFWHG�YLVLWRU�FDPH�WR�YLVLW�PH��+H�VDW�XQGHU�WKH�RDN�WUHH�QHDU�
P\�KRPH�LQ�2SKUDK��7KHUH�,�ZDV��WKUHVKLQJ�ZKHDW�LQ�D�ZLQHSUHVV�
VR�WKH�0LGLDQLWHV�ZRXOGQłW�VHH�PH�DQG�VWHDO�P\�JUDLQ��:KHQ�,�
ORRNHG�XS�DQG�VDZ�KLP��KH�VWDUWOHG�PH��,�DVNHG�P\VHOI��Ń:KR�LV�
WKLV�JX\"�:KDW�LV�KH�GRLQJ�KHUH"ń�7KHQ�KH�VDLG�WKH�ZRUGV�,�FDQ�
QHYHU�IRUJHW��Ń7KH�/RUG�LV�ZLWK�\RX��PLJKW\�ZDUULRU�ń�,�ZDQWHG�WR�
VD\��Ń,I�,łP�VXFK�D�PLJKW\�ZDUULRU��ZK\�DP�,�KLGLQJ�LQ�D�ZLQHSUHVV�
WKUHVKLQJ�ZKHDW"ń�EXW� ,�KHOG�P\�WRQJXH�� ,�GHFLGHG�WR�JR�D�GLI-
IHUHQW�URXWH�DQG�DVN�KLP�DERXW�RXU�FXUUHQW�VLWXDWLRQ��Ń,I�WKH�/RUG�
ZDV�ZLWK�XV�DV�+H�ZDV�RQFH�ZLWK�RXU�DQFHVWRUV��WKHQ�KRZ�FRPH�
ZH�DUH�VR�RSSUHVVHG�E\�WKHVH�IRUHLJQHUV"ń�

$V� RXU� FRQYHUVDWLRQ� SURJUHVVHG�� ,� ZDV� DOPRVW� FHUWDLQ� ,� ZDV�
WDONLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�DQJHO�RI�WKH�/RUG��,W�FDPH�WR�PH�EHFDXVH�RI�KRZ�
KH� VSRNH��ZKDW�KH� NQHZ�DQG�KRZ�KH� ORRNHG��+H� FRPPDQGHG�
PH��Ń*R�LQ�WKH�VWUHQJWK�WKDW�,�KDYH�ń�+H�WROG�PH�Ń*RG�ZLOO�EH�ZLWK�
\RXń� DQG� Ń+H�ZLOO� GHIHDW� WKH�0LGLDQLWHV�ń� ,�ZDV� VNHSWLFDO�� ,� UH-
PLQGHG�KLP��Ń+RZ�ZLOO�\RX�XVH�P\�FODQ"�:H�DUH�WKH�ZHDNHVW�LQ�
DOO�0DQDVVHK�DQG�,�DP�WKH�OHDVW�LQ�P\�IDPLO\�ń�+LV�DQVZHU�FDOPHG�
P\�IHDUV�Ń,�ZLOO�EH�ZLWK�\RX��OHDYLQJ�QRQH�RI�WKH�0LGLDQLWHV�DOLYH�ń�
$QG�WKDWłV�ZKHQ�LW�GDZQHG�RQ�PH��\RX�FDQłW�EH�WRR�VPDOO�IRU�*RG�
WR�XVH�\RX��

��$W�WKLV�SRLQW�,�NQHZ�LW�ZDV�WKH�DQJHO�RI�WKH�/RUG��VR�,�DVNHG�KLP�
WR�ZDLW�ZKLOH�,�SUHSDUHG�D�PHDO�IRU�KLP��$IWHU�SUHSDULQJ�D�KXJH�
PHDO�� ,� UHWXUQHG� DQG� VHUYHG�KLP�� 7KHQ� WKH�PRVW� IHDUIXO� WKLQJ�
KDSSHQHG��7KH�DQJHO�WRXFKHG�WKH�PHDO�ZLWK�WKH�WLS�RI�KLV�VWDII��
DQG�WKH�ZKROH�WKLQJ�ZDV�FRQVXPHG�E\�ğUH��DQG�KH�ZDV�JRQH��0\�
VNHSWLFLVP�TXLFNO\�WXUQHG�WR�EHOLHI�DQG�,�UHDOL]HG�,�KDG�MXVW�EHHQ�
LQ�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�WKH�/RUG��,�ZDV�VFDUHG�IRU�P\�OLIH�DW�WKLV�SRLQW��
,�WKRXJKW�,�ZDV�JRLQJ�WR�GLH��

/DWHU� WKDW� QLJKW�*RG� VSRNH� WR�PH�� 7KLV� WLPH�+H� FDOOHG� IRU� DF-
WLRQ��*RG�JDYH�PH�SUHFLVH�LQVWUXFWLRQV�WR�WHDU�GRZQ�P\�IDWKHUłV�
LGROV��EXLOG�D�QHZ�DOWDU�WR�WKH�/RUG��DQG�EXUQ�WKH�LGROV��,łP�VRUU\��
,�IRUJRW�WR�WHOO�\RX�WKDW�ZH�ZRUVKLSSHG�LGROV�WRR��0\�IDPLO\�SDU-
WLFLSDWHG�LQ�ZRUVKLSSLQJ�WKH�/RUG�EXW�ZH�DOVR�ZRUVKLSSHG�%DDO�
DQG�$VKHUDK��ZH�KDG�WKHVH�LGROV�DW�RXU�KRPH��,�ZDV�VR�VFDUHG��,�
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ZDQWHG�WR�IROORZ�WKH�/RUG�EXW�,�ZDV�VFDUHG�RI�KRZ�WKH�SHRSOH�LQ�
RXU�WRZQ�ZRXOG�WUHDW�PH��VR�,�WRRN�WHQ�RI�P\�IDWKHUłV�VHUYDQWV�
WR�KHOS�PH�WHDU�GRZQ�WKH�LGROV�DW�QLJKW��:H�GLG�H[DFWO\�ZKDW�WKH�
/RUG�DVNHG�PH�WR�GR��,�EDUHO\�VOHSW�WKDW�QLJKW��,�WRVVHG�DQG�WXUQHG�
LQ�P\�EHG��$OO� ,� FRXOG� WKLQN�DERXW�ZDV�KRZ�KRO\� WKH�/RUG�ZDV�
DQG�KRZ�+H�ZRXOG�QRW�DOORZ�LGRO�ZRUVKLS��*RG�GLGQłW�ZDQW�XV�WR�
ZRUVKLS�+LP�D�OLWWOH��1R��*RG�ZDQWHG�XV�WR�ZRUVKLS�+LP�only.

:KHQ�WKH�VXQ�URVH�WKDW�PRUQLQJ��,�ZDV�FHUWDLQ�P\�FODQ�ZRXOG�
NLOO�PH�IRU�WHDULQJ�GRZQ�WKH�DOWDUV��7KH\�EHJDQ�LQYHVWLJDWLQJ�WKH�
VFHQH� IRU�FOXHV�DQG� LW�GLGQłW� WDNH� ORQJ� IRU� WKHP�WR�ğJXUH�RXW� ,�
ZDV�UHVSRQVLEOH��)URP�P\�URRP�,�FRXOG�KHDU�WKHP�VKRXWLQJ�IRU�
P\�GDG�WR�EULQJ�PH�RXW�VR�WKH\�FRXOG�NLOO�PH��,�ZDV�VR�VFDUHG��,�
GLGQłW�NQRZ�ZKDW�WR�GR��7KDQNIXOO\�P\�GDG�VSRNH�XS�DQG�VDLG��Ń,I�
%DDO�LV�JRG��WKHQ�KH�FDQ�SOHDG�KLV�RZQ�FDXVH��$UH�\RX�UHDOO\�JRLQJ�
WR�ğJKW�RQ�WKH�VLGH�RI�%DDO"�:KRHYHU�FKRRVHV�WR�ğJKW�IRU�%DDO�
ZLOO�EH�NLOOHG�E\�WRPRUURZ�PRUQLQJ�ń�0\�IHDUV�VXEVLGHG�D�OLWWOH�
DIWHU�KHDULQJ�WKLV��$V�WKH�WRZQVSHRSOH�ZDONHG�DZD\��WKH\�EHJDQ�
FDOOLQJ�PH�Ń-HUXE�%DDOń�ZKLFK�EDVLFDOO\�PHDQV�ŃOHW�%DDO�FRQWHQG�
ZLWK�KLP�ń�$V�WKH�YRLFHV�IDGHG�LQ�WKH�GLVWDQFH��P\�KHDUW�UDWH�UH-
WXUQHG�WR�QRUPDO�DQG�WKH�VZHDW�VWRSSHG�SRXULQJ�GRZQ�P\�IDFH��

Faithless Before Battle
6KRUWO\� DIWHU� WKH� WRZQVSHRSOH� OHIW� P\� KRXVH�� WKH� 0LGLDQLWHV�
FURVVHG�WKH�-RUGDQ�WR�FDPS�LQ�WKH�YDOOH\�RI�-H]UHHO�MXVW�IRXU�PLOHV�
IURP�P\�FODQ��7KLV�ZDVQłW�VRPH�IXQ�IDPLO\�FDPSLQJ�WULS��7KH\�
ZHUH�KHUH�WR�RSSUHVV�XV�DJDLQ��WDNH�RXU�IRRG�DQG�NLOO�RXU�SHRSOH��
6RPH�RI�WKH�PRUH�HGXFDWHG�SHRSOH�HVWLPDWHG�WKHUH�ZDV���������
RI� WKHP� FDPSLQJ� LQ� WKH� YDOOH\��:H� ZHUH� RYHUPDWFKHG�� WKHUH�
ZHUH�WRR�PDQ\�RI�WKHP��,�ZDV�EHJLQQLQJ�WR�ZRQGHU�LI�*RG�ZRXOG�
UHDOO\�XVH�PH�WR�VDYH�,VUDHO�

,PPHGLDWHO\�WKH�6SLULW�RI�WKH�/RUG�FDPH�XSRQ�PH��,łP�QRW�VXUH�
KRZ� WR� SXW� WKLV� LQWR�ZRUGV� RWKHU� WKDQ� D� VHQVH� RI�ZKDW� ,�ZDV�
DERXW�WR�GR�ZRXOG�EH�FRPSOHWHO\�OHG�E\�*RG��VRPHWKLQJ�,�KDG�
QHYHU�H[SHULHQFHG�EHIRUH�� ,�JUDEEHG�D� UDPłV�KRUQ�DQG�EOHZ� LW��
VXPPRQLQJ�DOO� WKH�PHQ�RI�P\�FODQ�WR� MRLQ�PH�LQ�EDWWOH�� ,�VHQW�
PHVVHQJHUV� WR� DOO� RI�0DQDVVHK�� $VKHU�� =HEXOXQ� DQG� 1DSKWDOL��
FDOOLQJ�WKHP�WR�MRLQ�XV�LQ�WKH�EDWWOH��(YHU\�GD\�PRUH�PHQ�FDPH��
7KH\�ZHUH�DOO�XQZLOOLQJ� WR� DOORZ� WKHVH�HDVWHUQ�SHRSOH� WR� VWHDO�
RXU�IRRG�DQG�VHOO�RXU�FDWWOH��ZH�KDG�KDG�HQRXJK�RI�WKHLU�EHKDYLRU�

/RRNLQJ�DURXQG�,�VDZ�WKH�PHQ�*RG�KDG�VHQW�DQG�,�ZHQW�WR�+LP�
ZLWK�D�ELJ� UHTXHVW�� ,�GLGQłW�KDYH�EDG�PRWLYHV�� ,� MXVW�ZDQWHG� WR�
PDNH�VXUH�*RG�ZRXOG�EH�ZLWK�XV�� ,� VDLG� Ń*RG�� LI� \RX�ZLOO� VDYH�
,VUDHO�E\�P\�KDQG�DV� \RX�KDYH�SURPLVHGŌb ORRN�� ,�ZLOO�SODFH�D�
ZRRO�ĠHHFH�RQ� WKH� WKUHVKLQJ�ĠRRU�� ,I� WKHUH� LV�GHZ�RQO\�RQ� WKH�
ĠHHFH�DQG�DOO� WKH�JURXQG� LV�GU\�� WKHQ� ,�ZLOO�NQRZ�WKDW�\RX�ZLOO�
VDYH� ,VUDHO� E\�P\� KDQG�� DV� \RX� VDLG�ń�:KHQ� ,�ZRNH� XS� LQ� WKH�
PRUQLQJ� LW�ZDV�H[DFWO\�DV� ,�KDG� UHTXHVWHG��7KH�ĠHHFH�ZDV�ZHW�
DQG�WKH�JURXQG�ZDV�GU\��,WłV�DQ�XQGHUVWDWHPHQW�WR�VD\�WKH�ĠHHFH�
ZDV�ZHW��7KH�ĠHHFH�ZDV�GUHQFKHG��,�ZUXQJ�DQ�HQWLUH�ERZO�IXOO�RI�
ZDWHU�IURP�LW�

<RX�ZRXOG� WKLQN� WKDW�ZRXOG�FRQYLQFH�PH�EXW� VHHLQJ� WKH�KXJH�
QXPEHU�RI�PHQ�LQ�WKH�FDPS�RI�WKH�0LGLDQLWHV��,�ZDV�VR�VFDUHG��
7KHQ�,�VDLG�WR�*RG��Ń'R�QRW�EH�DQJU\�ZLWK�PH��/HW�PH�PDNH�MXVW�
RQH�PRUH�UHTXHVW��$OORZ�PH�RQH�PRUH�WHVW�ZLWK�WKH�ĠHHFH��EXW�
WKLV� WLPH�PDNH� WKH� ĠHHFH� GU\� DQG� OHW� WKH� JURXQG� EH� FRYHUHG�
ZLWK�GHZ�ń�:KHQ�,�ZRNH�XS�LQ�WKH�PRUQLQJ��LW�ZDV�H[DFWO\�DV�,�
KDG�SUD\HG�� $OO� WKH� JURXQG�ZDV� FRYHUHG� LQ� GHZ�� EXW� VLWWLQJ� LQ�
WKH�PLGGOH�ZDV�WKLV�SHUIHFWO\�GU\�ĠHHFH�OLNH�D�UD\�RI�KRSH��,�ZDV�
VKRFNHG��+RZ�GLG�*RG�GR�WKLV"�0\�IHDU�VXEVLGHG�DQG�P\�FRQğ-
GHQFH�JUHZ�LQ�WKH�/RUG��

Less is More in War
(DUO\�WKH�QH[W�PRUQLQJ�DOO�WKH�PHQ�ZRNH�XS��:H�KDG�FDPSHG�DW�
WKH�VSULQJ�RI�+DURG�RSSRVLWH�RI�WKH�PHQ�ZKR�ZDQWHG�WR�RSSUHVV�
XV��$V�,� OD\�RQ�P\�PDW��,�SUDFWLFHG�WKH�EDWWOH�VSHHFK�,� LQWHQGHG�
WR�JLYH�WR�WKH�PHQ�� ,�GHFLGHG�WR�VWDQG�XS�DQG�EHJLQ�SUDFWLFLQJ�
ZKDW�,�ZRXOG�VD\�LQ�P\�WHQW��WU\LQJ�WR�JHW�MXVW�WKH�ULJKW�ZRUGV��
Ń0HQ�� WKHUH� DUH� DERXW� ��������0LGLDQLWHV� GRZQ� LQ� WKH� YDOOH\�
DQG�WKHUH�DUH�DERXW��������RI�XV��,łP�QRW�JUHDW�DW�PDWK��EXW�WKLV�
PHDQV�ZH�HDFK�QHHG�WR�NLOO�DERXW� IRXU�PHQ�IRU�XV� WR�ZLQ� WKLV�
EDWWOH��1RZ�,�LPDJLQH�QRW�PDQ\�RI�\RX�KDYH�NLOOHG�DQRWKHU�PDQ�
DQG�QHLWKHU�KDYH�,��EXWĽń�1R�PDWWHU�KRZ�PXFK�,�SUDFWLFHG��LW�DOO�
VHHPHG�ZURQJ��7KH�ZRUGV�GLGQłW�ĠRZ�DQG�HDFK�WU\�RQO\�UHYHDOHG�
WKH�IHDU�LQVLGH�PH�

7KHQ�*RG�VSRNH�WR�PH��:LWK�DOO�WKH�IHDU�,�KDG��,�ZHOFRPHG�+LV�
YRLFH��+H�VDLG��Ń*LGHRQ��\RX�KDYH�WRR�PDQ\�PHQ�IRU�PH�WR�GH-
OLYHU�WKH�0LGLDQLWHV�LQWR�\RXU�KDQGV�ń�,�WKRXJKW�*RG�ZDV�MRNLQJ��
+RZ�FRXOG�ZH�KDYH�WRR�PDQ\�PHQ"�%XW�+H�ZDVQłW�MRNLQJ��7KHQ�
+H�VDLG��Ń,I�\RX�WDNH�WKHP�DOO�LQWR�EDWWOH��WKH\�ZLOO�ERDVW�DJDLQVW�
PH��<RX�QHHG�WR�UHOHDVH�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�VFDUHG�ń�,�ZDQWHG�WR�DVN�
*RG�LI� ,�FRXOG�OHDYH�WRR�DW�WKLV�SRLQW�� ,� WRRN�D�GHHS�EUHDWK�DQG�
ZDONHG�RXW�RI�P\�WHQW�DQG�IRXQG�D�SODFH�ZKHUH�,�FRXOG�DVVHPEOH�
WKH�PHQ�VR�WKH\�FRXOG�DOO�KHDU�PH��

:LWK�WKH�VXQ�WR�RXU�OHIW�DQG�WKH�VPHOO�RI�PRUQLQJ�GHZ�HYHU\-
ZKHUH��,�UHSHDWHG�ZKDW�*RG�KDG�VDLG�WR�PH��Ń,I�DQ\RQH�LV�VFDUHG��
\RX� DUH� IUHH� WR� JR�KRPH�ń� ,� WKRXJKW�PD\EH� D� FRXSOH�KXQGUHG�
ZRXOG�OHDYH��,�ZDV�VKRFNHG�ZKHQ�,�VDZ�QRW�KXQGUHGV��QRW�WKRX-
VDQGV��EXW�WHQV�RI�WKRXVDQGV�OHDYH��7KHUH�ZHUH�DXGLEOH�VLJKV�RI�
UHOLHI�ZKHQ�,�PDGH�WKH�DQQRXQFHPHQW��1RQH�RI�WKHP�OLQJHUHG��
WKH\� MXVW� TXLFNO\� SDFNHG� WKHLU� VXSSOLHV� DQG� KHDGHG� IRU� KRPH��
(YHQ�ZKHQ�WKH\�ZHUH�RXW�RI�H\HVLJKW��\RX�FRXOG�VWLOO�VHH�WKH�GXVW�
WUDLO�IURP�WKHLU�GHSDUWXUH��,W�ZDV�VR�GLVKHDUWHQLQJ�

$IWHU�WKRVH�PHQ�OHIW��ZH�UHJURXSHG��,W�ZDV�FRPPXQLFDWHG�WR�PH�
WKDW��������PHQ�KDG�OHIW�GXH�WR�IHDU��6R��������PHQ�ZHUH�JRQH��
:H�ORVW�RYHU�WZR�WKLUGV�RI�RXU�DUP\�WKDW�PRUQLQJ��,�GLG�P\�EHVW�
WR�UHPDLQ�RSWLPLVWLF��NQRZLQJ�ZH�VWLOO�KDG��������PHQ�UHDG\�WR�
PDUFK�LQWR�EDWWOH��7KLV�WKLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�PHQ�GUDVWLFDOO\�FKDQJHG�
P\�VSHHFK��1RZ�LQVWHDG�RI�NLOOLQJ�IRXU�PHQ�HDFK��ZH�KDG�WR�NLOO�
DERXW�WKLUWHHQ�PHQ�HDFK��7KLV�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�HDV\�IRU�PHQ�ZKR�



KDG�QHYHU�IRXJKW�LQ�D�EDWWOH�EHIRUH��%HIRUH�,�FRXOG�WDON��*RG�VSRNH�
WR�PH�DJDLQ��Ń<RX�VWLOO�KDYH�WRR�PDQ\�ń�:KDW��WRR�PDQ\�QRZ"�

*RG�LQVWUXFWHG�PH�WR�WDNH�WKH�PHQ�WR�WKH�ULYHUłV�HGJH�WR�JHW�D�
GULQN��$V�WKH\�GUDQN��+H�WROG�PH�WKLV��Ń7KH�RQHV�ZKR�JHW�RQ�WKHLU�
NQHHV�DQG�ODS�ZDWHU�OLNH�D�GRJ�DUH�WR�UHWXUQ�KRPH��7KH�PHQ�ZKR�
VFRRS�WKH�ZDWHU�RXW�ZLWK�WKHLU�KDQGV�WR�GULQN�ZLOO�VWD\�ń�$V�WKH�
PHQ�GUDQN��,�ZDWFKHG�DQG�QRWLFHG�WKHUH�ZHUH�VLJQLğFDQWO\�PRUH�
ZKR�ODSSHG�ZDWHU�OLNH�D�GRJ��(YHQ�WKRXJK�WKH�VXQ�ZDV�VKLQLQJ�
EULJKWO\�� WKH�PRUH� WKH�ZDWHU� ULSSOHG� IURP�ODSSLQJ�� WKH�EOHDNHU�
WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�EHFDPH�LQ�P\�PLQG��$IWHU�HDFK�PDQ�KDG�KLV�ğOO�RI�
ZDWHU��,�DQQRXQFHG�WR�WKHP�ZKDW�*RG�KDG�WROG�PH��Ń,I�\RX�NQHOW�
GRZQ�WR�GULQN�DQG�ODSSHG�WKH�ZDWHU�OLNH�D�GRJ�\RX�DUH�IUHH�WR�JR�
KRPH��EXW�SOHDVH�OHDYH�\RXU�VXSSOLHV�ZLWK�XV��$OO�WKH�RWKHU�PHQ�
ZLOO�VWD\�ń� ,�ZDWFKHG�LQ�VKRFN�DV�������PHQ�ZDONHG�DZD\�IURP�
RXU�DUP\�WKDW�DIWHUQRRQ�

+RZ�FRXOG�RXU�DUP\�EH�WRR�ELJ"�,łP�QRW�HYHQ�VXUH�\RX�FRXOG�FDOO�
LW�DQ�DUP\�QRZ�EXW�HLWKHU�ZD\�ZH�ZHUH�WRR�ELJ��/RRNLQJ�EDFN��
,�FDQ�FOHDUO\�VHH��\RX�FDQłW�EH�WRR�VPDOO�IRU�*RG�WR�XVH�\RX��EXW�
\RX�FDQ�EH�WRR�ELJ��2XU�DUP\�ZDV�WRR�ELJ�IRU�*RG�WR�UHFHLYH�WKH�
JORU\�VR�LW�KDG�WR�EH�WKLQQHG�GRZQ�WR�DQ�HOLWH�JURXS�RI�PHQ�ZKR�
ZRXOG�HQJDJH�LQ�EDWWOH��/RRNLQJ�EDFN�RQ�WKDW�DIWHUQRRQ�DQG�WKH�
IDFHV�RI�WKRVH�����PHQ�,�NQRZ�QRQH�RI�WKHP�KDG�DQ�RXQFH�RI�
IHDU�LQ�WKHP��(DFK�RI�WKHP�ZDV�DOHUW�WR�WKHLU�VLWXDWLRQ�DQG�ZRXOG�
EH�DOHUW�ZKHQ�ZH�ğQDOO\�HQJDJHG�LQ�EDWWOH�

$IWHU� �������PHQ� OHIW�� WKH�GD\�ZDV� DOPRVW� RYHU� DQG� WKH� VXQ�
ZDV� QR� ORQJHU� KLJK� LQ� WKH� VN\�� ,� ZDV� HPRWLRQDOO\� H[KDXVWHG��
DQG� LI�ZH�ZHUH� WR�EDWWOH� WKLV�YDVW�DUP\� WRPRUURZ��ZH�ZRXOG�
QHHG�PRUH� WKDQ� D� JRRG� QLJKW� RI� VOHHS��:KLOH� ,�ZDV� VOHHSLQJ�
*RG�ZRNH�PH�XS�DQG�VRIWO\�VSRNH��Ń*R�GRZQ�WR�WKH�FDPS�RI�
WKH�0LGLDQLWHV�ń�,�ZDVQłW�VXUH�LI�,�ZDV�GUHDPLQJ��EXW�*RGłV�YRLFH�
FRQWLQXHG�Ń,�DP�JRLQJ�WR�GHOLYHU�WKHP�LQWR�\RXU�KDQGV��DQG�LI�
\RXłUH�DIUDLG� WR�DWWDFN��EULQJ�\RXU� VHUYDQW�3XUDK�ZLWK�\RX� WR�
KHDU�ZKDW�WKH\�DUH�VD\LQJ�ń

4XLHWO\� ,� JRW� XS� DQG� URXVHG� 3XUDK� IURP� KLV� VOHHS��:H� VQXFN�
LQWR�WKH�FDPS�RI�WKH�0LGLDQLWHV�� ,�KDG�QHYHU�EHHQ�WKLV�FORVH�WR�
D�0LGLDQLWH�� 7KH\�ZHUH�HYHU\ZKHUH� LQ� WKH� YDOOH\�� 7KH� VPHOO� RI�
WKHLU� FDPHOV�ZDV� GLVWLQFW� DQG� HYHU\RQH�ZDV� DVOHHSĽ�ZHOO�� QRW�
HYHU\RQH��3XUDK�DQG�,�VQXFN�XS�WR�WKH�HGJH�RI�WKHLU�FDPS�DV�RQH�
PDQ�ZDV�H[SODLQLQJ�KLV�GUHDP�WR�DQRWKHU�PDQ��0\�KHDUW�ZDV�
UDFLQJ�VR�IDVW�DQG�,�ZDV�LQ�VXFK�VXVSHQVH�WKDW�,�FDQłW�WHOO�\RX�H[-
DFWO\�ZKDW�WKH\�VDLG��EXW�EDVLFDOO\�RQH�PDQ�KDG�D�GUHDP�WKDW�D�
ORDI�RI�EUHDG�ZDV�UROOLQJ� LQWR� WKH�FDPS��+LV� IULHQG� LQWHUSUHWHG�
WKH�GUHDP�WR�PHDQ�WKDW�*RG�KDG�JLYHQ�WKH�FDPS�LQWR�WKH�KDQGV�
RI�WKH�,VUDHOLWHV�DQG�WKDW�,��*LGHRQ��ZRXOG�ZLQ�WKH�EDWWOH�

,PPHGLDWHO\� ,� IHOO� WR� WKH� JURXQG�� QRW� EHFDXVH� VRPHRQH� KDG�
VSRWWHG�XV� EXW� EHFDXVH� RI� DQ� RYHUZKHOPLQJ� VHQVH� WR�ZRUVKLS�
WKH�/RUG��,�KDG�EHHQ�VR�ULGGOHG�ZLWK�IHDU�RYHU�WKH�ODVW�VHYHQ�\HDUV�
DQG�QRZ�*RG�XVHG�WKH�GUHDP�RI�WKLV�IRUHLJQHU�WR�HQFRXUDJH�PH�
WR�DWWDFN�WKH�FDPS��,W�ZDV�WUXH��*RG�ZRXOG�XVH�RXU�VPDOO�JURXS�

WR�EHDW�WKLV�KXJH�DUP\��$IWHU�ZRUVKLSSLQJ�*RG�DW�WKDW�SODFH��ZH�
KLNHG�EDFN�WR�RXU�FDPS�DV�TXLFNO\�DQG�GLVFUHHWO\�DV�SRVVLEOH��$IWHU�
JDWKHULQJ�RXU�EUHDWK��ZH�ZRNH�WKH�PHQ�DQG�DVVHPEOHG�WKHP��,�
GLYLGHG�RXU�PHQ� LQWR� WKUHH�FRPSDQLHV�RI�D�KXQGUHG�HDFK�DQG�
FRPPDQGHG�WKHP�WR�IROORZ�P\�OHDG�DQG�GR�H[DFWO\�DV�,�ZRXOG�
GR��,�UHSHDWHG�P\VHOI��Ń<RX�PXVW�GR�H[DFWO\�DV�,�GR�ń

:H�GHVFHQGHG�RQ� WKH�0LGLDQLWHV� LQ� WKH�PLGGOH� RI� WKH�QLJKW��
D� WLPH� QR�PDQ�ZRXOG� H[SHFW� D� JURXS� VR� VPDOO� WR� DWWDFN�� $V�
ZH�VWUDWHJLFDOO\�VXUURXQGHG�WKH�HGJHV�RI� WKH�FDPS��DOO�RI� WKH�
PHQ�IROORZHG�P\�OHDG��:H�EHJDQ�VPDVKLQJ� MDUV�DQG�EORZLQJ�
WUXPSHWV��)LQDOO\� ,�\HOOHG�� Ń)RU� WKH�/RUG�DQG�IRU�*LGHRQ�ń�DQG�
HDFK�PDQ�GLG�H[DFWO\�DV�,�GLG��VPDVKLQJ�MDUV��EORZLQJ�WUXPSHWV�
DQG� \HOOLQJ�� Ń)RU� WKH� /RUG� DQG� IRU� *LGHRQ�ń� 7KH� 0LGLDQLWHV�
ZRNH�IURP�WKHLU�VOHHS�WR�WKH�FUDVKLQJ�RI�MDUV�DQG�ORXG�WUXPSHW�
VRXQGV��:LWK� VZRUGV� LQ� KDQG�� WKH\� EHJDQ� NLOOLQJ� HDFK� RWKHU�
DV�ZH�ZDWFKHG�IURP�WKH�HGJHV�� ,W�ZDV�D�IULJKWIXO�VLJKW�WR�VHH��
VRPHWKLQJ�,�KRSH�\RX�QHYHU�H[SHULHQFH��

�7KDW�QLJKW�*RG�SURYLGHG�D�JUHDW�YLFWRU\�IRU�WKH�,VUDHOLWHV�WKURXJK�
P\� OHDGHUVKLS��2YHU� WKH�QH[W�FRXSOH�RI�GD\V��ZH�FKDVHG�GRZQ�
DQ\RQH� ZKR� HVFDSHG� DQG� SXW� WKHP� WR� WKH� VZRUG�� 7KH� NLOOLQJ�
GLGQłW�FHDVH�XQWLO�DOO���������0LGLDQLWHV�DQG�RWKHU�HDVWHUQ�SHRSOH�
ZHUH�GHDG��7KH�SHRSOH�ZKR�RQFH�EURXJKW�WHUURU�RQ�P\�SHRSOH�
ZRXOG�QHYHU�FDXVH�WHUURU�WR�P\�SHRSOH�DJDLQ��,�FRPPDQGHG�DOO�
WKH�PHQ�WR�ORRW�WKH�GHDG��WDNLQJ�WKHLU�JROG��H[SHQVLYH�FORWKLQJ�
DQG�VZRUGV��7KH�ORRW�ZH�WRRN�ZDV�H[SDQVLYH�DQG�H[SHQVLYH��7KLV�
OHVVRQ�*RG�ZDV�WHDFKLQJ�PH�ğQDOO\�FDPH�WUXH��*RG�XVHG�D�VPDOO�
JURXS�RI�PHQ�WR�GHIHDW�WKH�0LGLDQLWHV��

Back to My Old Ways
*RG�ğUVW�WDXJKW�PH�WKLV�ZKHQ�WKH�DQJHO�DSSHDUHG�WR�PH��,�ZDV�
WDXJKW� LW�DJDLQ�DIWHU� VPDVKLQJ�GRZQ�WKH�DOWDUV�DW�RXU�KRPH�� ,�
learned it yet again when the Midianites invaded the valley, 
ZKHQ� ,� SUD\HG� IRU� WKH� ĠHHFH� DQG�ZKHQ�ZH�ZHUH� YLFWRULRXV� LQ�
EDWWOH��%XW�HYHQ� WKRXJK�*RG�ZDV� WHDFKLQJ�PH� WKLV� OHVVRQ�RYHU�
DQG�RYHU�DJDLQ�� ,�FDQłW�VD\� ,� OLYHG�WKDW� WUXWK�IRU� ORQJ��2QFH�WKH�
ORRWLQJ�FHDVHG��,�ZHQW�EDFN�WR�P\�KRPHWRZQ�RI�2SKUDK��

0XFK�WR�P\�VXUSULVH��,�ZDV�DVNHG�WR�EH�NLQJ�RYHU�,VUDHO��,�WKRXJKW�
DERXW�WKH�UHTXHVW�EULHĠ\�EXW�TXLFNO\�UHVSRQGHG��Ń,�ZLOO�QRW�UXOH�
RYHU�\RX��QHLWKHU�ZLOO�P\�VRQV��7KH�/RUG�\RXU�*RG�ZLOO�EH�\RXU�
NLQJ�ń�(YHQ�WKRXJK�LQ�P\�ZRUGV�,�VDLG�,�ZRXOGQłW�EH�NLQJ��ORRNLQJ�
EDFN��P\�DFWLRQV�VHHPHG�WR�WHOO�D�GLIIHUHQW�VWRU\��0\�DFWLRQV�HYHQ�
FRPPXQLFDWHG� WKLV�DW� WKH�HGJH�RI� WKH�0LGLDQLWH� FDPS�ZKHQ� ,�
FRPPDQGHG�WKH�PHQ�WR�VKRXW�� Ń)RU�WKH�/RUG�DQG�IRU�*LGHRQ�ń�
7KHQ� ,� DVNHG� HDFK�PDQ� WR� JLYH�PH� D� VKDUH� RI� KLV� ORRW�� 6LWWLQJ�
DW�P\�IHHW�ZDV�D�SLOH�RI�JROG�ZHLJKLQJ����SRXQGV��,łP�WROG�WKLV�
ZRXOG�HTXDO�DURXQG����������RI�\RXU�PRQH\��

:KDW�,�DP�DERXW�WR�VKDUH�QH[W�ZLWK�\RX�LV�TXLWH�HPEDUUDVVLQJ��
0RVW�SHRSOH�UHPHPEHU�PH�DV�WKH�PDQ�ZKR�SUD\HG�DQG�*RG�DQ-
VZHUHG�KLV�SUD\HU�RQ�D�SLHFH�RI�ZRRO��,łP�DVNLQJ�IRU�\RX�WR�SOHDVH�
QRW�MXGJH�PH�IRU�ZKDW�,łP�DERXW�WR�VKDUH��:LWK�WKLV�SLOH�RI�JROG�
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VLWWLQJ�DW�P\�IHHW��,�GHFLGHG�WR�WDNH�VRPH�DQG�IDVKLRQ�LW�LQWR�DQ�
HSKRG��,łP�VXUH�PDQ\�RI�\RX�GRQłW�NQRZ�ZKDW�DQ�HSKRG�LV��VR�
WKH�HDVLHVW�ZD\� WR�H[SODLQ� LW� LV� WKDW� LWłV� OLNH�D�FRYHULQJ�\RX�SXW�
RYHU�VRPHWKLQJ��:LWK�WKH�HSKRG�IDVKLRQHG��,�UHEXLOW�P\�IDWKHUłV�
LGROV�DQG�SODFHG�WKLV�HSKRG�RQ�LW��,łP�QRW�VXUH�ZK\�,�GLG�LW��LW�MXVW�
VHHPHG�ULJKW�WR�GR��,�QHYHU�LQWHQGHG�IRU�LW�WR�KDSSHQ��EXW�DOO�RI�
,VUDHO�FDPH�DQG�ERZHG�GRZQ�WR�WKHVH�LGROV��6WDQGLQJ�KHUH�WRGD\��
LWłV�FOHDU�WKDW�,�ZDV�WKH�ğUVW�OHDGHU�WR�RIğFLDOO\�VSRQVRU�LGRO�ZRU-
VKLS�LQ�,VUDHO�

2QH�GD\�,�ZDV�VKDULQJ�P\�EDWWOH�VWRU\��DQG�DW�WKH�FRQFOXVLRQ�D�
\RXQJ�ER\�DVNHG�PH��Ń*LGHRQ��KRZ�FRPH�\RX�WXUQHG�EDFN�WR�LGRO�
ZRUVKLS"ń�1R�RQH�KDG�HYHU�VSRNHQ�WR�PH�OLNH�WKDW�LQ�P\�OLIH��7KH�
ROGHU�,�JUHZ�WKH�PRUH�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�ERWKHUHG�PH��+DG�,�EHFRPH�
WRR�ELJ�IRU�*RG�WR�XVH�PH"�$IWHU�WKH�EDWWOH�ZLWK�WKH�0LGLDQLWHV�
,�JXHVV�,�MXVW�FRDVWHG�LQ�OLIH��,�HQMR\HG�SHRSOH�NQRZLQJ�P\�QDPH�
DQG�FRPLQJ�WR�RXU�VPDOO�FODQ��,�WKLQN�SULGH�JRW�WKH�EHVW�RI�PH�

6R�ZK\�,�DP�VKDULQJ�P\�VWRU\�ZLWK�\RX"�0\�HQWLUH�OLIH�,�WKRXJKW�
,�ZDV�WRR�VPDOO�IRU�*RG�WR�XVH�PH��DQG�WKHQ�RQFH�+H�GLG�,�EH-
FDPH�WRR�ELJ��6RPH�RI�\RX�KDYH�IDOOHQ�LQWR�WKH�VDPH�VLQ�,�GLG�DW�
WKH�HQG�RI�P\� OLIH�� ,�XQGHUVWDQG�\RXU�GD\�DQG�DJH� LV�GLIIHUHQW�

WKDQ�PLQH��EXW�LWłV�HDV\�WR�GHWHUPLQH�E\�ORRNLQJ�DURXQG��SHRSOH�
DUHQłW� UHDOO\� WKDW�GLIIHUHQW�� <RX�KDYH� WHFKQRORJ\�DQG�KDYH�H[-
FHOOHG�LQ�ZDUIDUH��WUDYHO�DQG�VFLHQFH��<RX�FDQ�DFFRPSOLVK�D�ORW�RQ�
\RXU�RZQ��DQG�WKLV�PD\�KDYH�OHG�\RX�WR�EHOLHYH�\RX�GRQłW�QHHG�
*RG� DQ\PRUH�� 3OHDVH�� OHW�P\� OLIH� VHUYH� DV� D� UHPLQGHU� RI� \RXU�
GHVSHUDWH�QHHG�IRU�*RG��

2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��VRPH�RI�\RX�WKLQN�OLNH�,�GLG�ZKHQ�WKH�DQJHO�
RI�WKH�/RUG�ğUVW�DSSHDUHG�WR�PH��<RX�WKLQN�\RX�DUH�WRR�VPDOO�IRU�
*RG�WR�XVH�\RX��<RX�VHH� WKH�SHRSOH�VHUYLQJ� LQ� WKLV�FKXUFK�DQG�
FRPSDUH�\RXUVHOI� WR� WKHP�� WKLQNLQJ� Ń,� FDQ�QHYHU�GR�ZKDW� WKH\�
GR�ń�<RX�VHH�WKH�OHDGHUV�LQ�\RXU�FRPPXQLW\�DQG�FRPSDUH�\RXU-
VHOI�WR�WKHP�RU�PDNH�DVVXPSWLRQV�EDVHG�RQ�\RXU�IDPLO\�KLVWRU\�
MXVW�OLNH�,�GLG��<RX�DUH�QRW�WRR�VPDOO�IRU�*RG�WR�XVH�\RX��*RG�LV�
ORRNLQJ�IRU�KXPEOH�SHRSOH�MXVW�OLNH�\RX�WR�GR�PLJKW\�WKLQJV�IRU�
+LV�JORU\��7KH�UHDOLW\�LV��\RX�FDQłW�EH�WRR�VPDOO�IRU�*RG�WR�XVH�\RX��
EXW�\RX�FDQ�EH�WRR�ELJ�

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


