
0DQ\�RI�\RX�NQRZ�WKDW�,�VSHQW�WKH�ğUVW�ğYH�\HDUV�RI�P\�OLIH�DIWHU�
FROOHJH�SODQWLQJ�D�FKXUFK�LQ�/DV�9HJDV��,łYH�WDONHG�DERXW�WKDW�H[-
SHULHQFH�VHYHUDO�WLPHV�EHIRUH��,Q�/DV�9HJDV�,�PHW�DQG�PDUULHG�P\�
ZLIH��ERXJKW�RXU�ğUVW�KRPH��KDG�RXU�ğUVW�FKLOG��DQG�OHG�D�ZRQ-
GHUIXO�PLQLVWU\��)RU�VHYHUDO�UHDVRQV�ZH�GHFLGHG�WR�PRYH�WR�/RV�
$QJHOHV�VR�WKDW� ,�FRXOG�ğQLVK�VHPLQDU\��:H�OHIW� IDPLO\�� IULHQGV�
DQG�D�JUHDW�FKXUFK�EHKLQG��,�VWDUWHG�VFKRRO�DV�D�IXOO�WLPH�VWXGHQW�
DQG�P\�ZLIH�ZRUNHG�SDUW�WLPH�IRU�WKH�VHPLQDU\��:H�ZHQW�IURP�
D�QHZ�KRXVH�LQ�D�JDWHG�FRPPXQLW\�WR�D�����VTXDUH�IRRW�DSDUW-
PHQW� LQ�D�SRRU�DUHD�RI�3DVDGHQD��:H�GLGQłW�NQRZ�DQ\RQH��ZH�
ZHUH�EURNH��KDG�QR�FKXUFK��QR�IULHQGV��QR�IDPLO\�DQG�RQH�PLQW�
JUHHQ������+RQGD�&LYLF��,�KDG�QR�HPDLOV�WR�FKHFN��QR�VHUPRQV�WR�
ZULWH��DQG�QR�FKXUFK�WR�OHDG��:H�KDG�QR�LGHD�ZKDW�ZH�ZRXOG�GR�
DQG�ZKHUH�ZH�ZRXOG�ZH�PRYH�DIWHU�VHPLQDU\��:H�ZHUH�LQ�WKLV�
PLGGOH�VWDJH�RI�OLIH�EHWZHHQ�ZKDW�RQFH�ZDV�DQG�ZKDW�ZLOO�EH�Š�
:H�ZHUH�ZDQGHULQJ�LQ�WKH�GHVHUW��7KH�GHVHUW�LV�ZKHUH�OLIH�LV�QRW�
DV�LW�RQFH�ZDV�DQG�ZKHUH�WKH�IXWXUH�LV�XQFHUWDLQ��+RZ�PDQ\�RI�
\RX�NQRZ�ZKDW�,łP�WDONLQJ�DERXW"

7KH�GHVHUW�LV�D�IDPLOLDU�SODFH�WR�PDQ\�RI�XV��,W�LV�WKH�ZKHUH�HYHU\-
WKLQJ�QRUPDO�LV�LQWHUUXSWHG��:KHUH�OLIH�EHFRPHV�GU\��EDUUHQ�DQG�
XQVHWWOHG��+HUH�DUH�VRPH�RI�WKH�WKLQJV�ZH�KHDU�EHIRUH�HQWHULQJ�
WKH�GHVHUW�

Ń<RXU�MRE�KDV�EHHQ�HOLPLQDWHG�ń

Ń,�GRQłW�WKLQN�,�ORYH�\RX�DQ\PRUH�ń

Ń7KH�WXPRU�LV�PDOLJQDQW�ń

Ń0RP��'DG��,łP�SUHJQDQW�ń

Ń,łP�KDYLQJ�VHFRQG�WKRXJKWV�DERXW�WKH�ZHGGLQJ�ń

Ń'DG��XK���,łP�DW�WKH�SROLFH�VWDWLRQ�ń

Ń<RXU�PRWKHU�DQG�,�DUH�JHWWLQJ�D�GLYRUFH�ń

Ń:HłUH�PRYLQJ�ń

Ń7KHUH�KDV�EHHQ�D�WHUULEOH�DFFLGHQW��PHHW�XV�DW�WKH�KRVSLWDO�ń�

7KH�QDWLRQ�RI�,VUDHO�ZLWK�0RVHV�DW�WKH�KHOP�IRXQG�LWVHOI�IRU����
\HDUV�LQ�WKH�GHVHUW��,VUDHO�KDG�EHHQ�VODYHV�IRU�KXQGUHGV�RI�\HDUV�
XQGHU�WKH�KHDY\�KDQG�RI�3KDUDRK�LQ�(J\SW��7RZDUGV�WKH�HQG�RI�
([RGXV���*RG� VD\V� WKDW�KHłV�KHDUG� WKH� FULHV�RI�KLV� SHRSOH� DQG�
VHHQ� WKHLU� VXIIHULQJ�� *RG� UDLVHV� XS� DQ� XQOLNHO\� OHDGHU��0RVHV��
ZKR� ZRXOG� PLUDFXORXVO\� OHDG� WKH� ,VUDHOLWHV� RXW� RI� (J\SW� DQG�
LQWR�WKH�3URPLVHG�/DQG��&DQDDQ��WKH�3URPLVHG�/DQG��ZDV�D�ODQG�
ĠRZLQJ�ZLWK�PLON� DQG� KRQH\�� ,W�ZDV� D� JUHDW� SODFH� WR� UHORFDWH�
DQG�VWDUW�RYHU�QHZ��6R��*RG�VDLG�WR�0RVHV��WDNH�P\�SHRSOH�IURP�
here��(J\SW��WR�there��&DQDDQ���EXW�\RX�NQRZ�ZKDW��WKHUH�ZDV�
QR�PHQWLRQ�DERXW�WKH�GHVHUW��/HW�PH�VKRZ�\RX�RQ�D�PDS�ZKDW�

,łP�WDONLQJ�DERXW��:KDW�\RX�KDYH�KHUH�LV�(J\SW�RQ�WKH�OHIW��JUHHQ�
DQG�OXVFLRXV��DQG�&DQDDQ�RQ�WKH�ULJKW��DOVR�JUHHQ�DQG�OXVFLRXV��
:KDWłV�LQ�WKH�PLGGOH"�'HVHUW��

2Q� WKHUH�ZD\� IURP�(J\SW� WR�&DQDDQ�� WKH� ,VUDHOLWHV�ZRXOG�SDVV�
WKURXJK�WKH�EDUUHQ�ZDVWHODQG�RI�WKH�6LQDL�GHVHUW��7KH�/RUG�SUR-
YLGHG�ERWK�ZDWHU�DQG�ŃEUHDG�IURP�KHDYHQ�ń�:KDW�ZDV�WKH�IRRG�
IURP�KHDYHQ�FDOOHG"�0DQQD��,W�ZDV�DQ�LQWHUHVWLQJ�VXEVWDQFH�WKDW�
IHOO�IURP�WKH�VN\�LQ�WKH�PRUQLQJ�OLNH�GHZ��,Q�+HEUHZ�PDQQD�OLWHU-
DOO\�PHDQW��Ń:KDW� LV� LW"ń�7KH�,VUDHOLWHV�ZRXOG�JDWKHU�WKH�ŃZKDW�
LV�LWń�DQG�LW�FRXOG�EH�EDNHG��ERLOHG��EHDWHQ��FRRNHG�LQ�SDQV��DQG�
PDGH� LQWR� FDNHV�� 6RXQGV� \XPP\� ULJKW"�:URQJ��*RG�SURYLGHG�
PDQQD�HYHU\�GD\� IRU�EUHDNIDVW�� OXQFK�DQG�GLQQHU�� ,VUDHO�ZRXOG�
HDW�ŃZKDW�LV�LWń�HYHU\�GD\�IRU�EUHDNIDVW��OXQFK��DQG�GLQQHU��7KHQ�
DJDLQ�IRU�EUHDNIDVW�� OXQFK��DQG�GLQQHU��'R�\RX�JHW� WKH�SLFWXUH"�
0DQQD�JRW�UHDO�ROG�UHDO�TXLFN��,VUDHO�ZDV�VLFN�RI�PDQQD��7KH\�VD\�
WKLQJV�GRQłW�JURZ� LQ� WKH�GHVHUW��7KDW� LV�QRW� WUXH��7KH�GHVHUW� LV�
IHUWLOH�JURXQG�IRU�FRPSODLQW��/HWłV�OLVWHQ�WR�,VUDHOłV�ZKLQLQJ��

The rabble with them began to crave other food, and 
again the Israelites started wailing and said, “If only we 
KDG�PHDW�WR�HDW��:H�UHPHPEHU�WKH�ğVK�ZH�DWH�LQ�(J\SW�
at no cost—also the cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions 
DQG�JDUOLF��%XW�QRZ�ZH�KDYH�ORVW�RXU�DSSHWLWH��ZH�QHYHU�
see anything but this manna!” (Num. 11:4–6).

The Desert is Fertile Ground for Complaint
7KH� ,VUDHOLWHV�ZKR� OHIW�(J\SW�ZHUH�QRW�PDWXUH�� IDLWK�ğOOHG�� IRO-
ORZHUV� RI� <DKZHK�� 7KH\� ZHUH� DQ� XQUXO\� PRE� RI� ���� PLOOLRQ�
IRUPHU�VODYHV�ZKR�ORYHG�WR�FRPSODLQ�DQG�EH�UHVHQWIXO�RI�0RVHVł�
OHDGHUVKLS��$W� WKLV�SRLQW� LQ� WLPH�� WKH� ,VUDHOLWHV�KDG�EHHQ� LQ� WKH�
GHVHUW� IRU� QHDUO\� WZR� \HDUV�� 7KHUH�ZHUH� DOVR� D� JURXS� RI� IRONV�
FDOOHG� WKH� ŃUDEEOHń� ZKR� ZHUH� QRW� -HZV� EXW� WUDYHOHG� ZLWK� WKH�
,VUDHOLWHV�WKURXJK�WKH�GHVHUW��7KH�UDEEOH�EHJDQ�WR�FUDYH�PHDW�DQG�
VWDUWHG�FRPSODLQLQJ�DERXW�LW�WR�RWKHUV��7KH�WH[W�VD\V�WKH\�ZHUH�
ŃZHHSLQJń�DQG�ŃZKLQLQJń�DERXW�WKH�IRRG�VLWXDWLRQ��7KH�,VUDHOLWHV�
SLFNHG�XS�RQ�WKH�FRPSODLQLQJ�WRR��7KH\�WRR�ZHUH�VLFN�RI�ŃZKDW�LV�
LW"ń�(YHQ�WKRXJK�WKH\�GLG�QRW�KDYH�PHDW��WKH\�GLG�KDYH�PHPRULHV�
RI�WKH�JRRG�IRRG�LQ�(J\SW�

:KDW�,�ZDQW�\RX�WR�QRWLFH�LV�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�QRW�MXVW�FRPSODLQLQJ�
DERXW�WKH�FDIHWHULD�IRRG��WKH\�DUH�UHMHFWLQJ�*RG��7KH\�ZHUH�DQJU\�
DQG�ELWWHU�DERXW�WKHLU�GLVPDO�H[LVWHQFH�LQ�WKH�GHVHUW��([RGXV������
WHOOV� LV� WKDW�PDQQD�ZDV�D� WHVW�RI� ,VUDHOłV� IDLWK��*RG�FRXOG�KDYH�
JLYHQ�WKHP�DQ\�IRRG�WKH\�ZDQWHG��EXW�ZRXOG�WKH\�WUXVW�*RG�WR�
SURYLGH�LW"�'R�ZH�WUXVW�*RG�WR�SURYLGH"�6DGO\��,VUDHO�ZRXOG�VXF-
FXPE�WR�D�VSLULW�RI�FRPSODLQW��7KLV�VRRQ�OHG�WR�D�UHMHFWLRQ�RI�*RGłV�
SURYLVLRQ�DQG�HYHQ�KLV�JRRGQHVV��8QEHOLHYDEO\��WKH\�ZDQWHG�WR�
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JR�EDFN�WR�(J\SW��,W�RQO\�WRRN�WZR�\HDUV�IRU�,VUDHO�WR�IRUJHW�DERXW�
WKH�ZKLSV��WKH�EULFNV��WKH�SDLQ��DQG�WKH�LQMXVWLFH��+RZ�TXLFNO\�GR�
ZH�IRUJHW�*RGłV�KDQG�LQ�RXU�RZQ�OLYHV"�+RZ�HDV\�LV�LW�WR�LJQRUH�
*RG�DQG�WDNH�PDWWHUV�LQWR�RXU�RZQ�KDQGV"�

/HWłV�FRQVLGHU�RXU�RZQ�OLYHV�IRU�D�PRPHQW��,I�\RX�DUH�LQ�WKH�GHVHUW�
WRGD\��ZKDW� LV�ZHDULQJ� \RX�RXW"�:KDW� LV� VDSSLQJ� \RXU� HQHUJ\�
DQG�MR\"��0D\EH�\RXłYH�QHYHU�FRPSODLQHG�DERXW�IRRG��EXW�ZKDW�
PDNHV�\RX�VD\��Ń,łP�VLFN�RI�WKLV�*RG�ń"

Ń,łP� VLFN�RI� WKLV� OLYLQJ� LQ� WKLV� DSDUWPHQW�� ,WłV� WRR� VPDOO�� ,� QHHG�
DQRWKHU�SODFH�EXW�,�MXVW�FDQłW�DIIRUG�LW�ń

Ń,łP�VLFN�RI�WKLV�MRE��,�KDWH�P\�ERVV��,�KDWH�ZKDW�,�DP�GRLQJ��,�DP�
VLFN�RI�FRPLQJ�KHUH�GD\�DIWHU�GD\�DQG�LI�,�FRXOG�RQO\�ğQG�DQRWKHU�
MRE�,łG�EH�KDSSLHU�ń

Ń,łP�VLFN�RI�WKH�GRFWRU�HYHU\�ZHHN�ZRQGHULQJ�ZKDW�LV�ZURQJ�ZLWK�
PH�DQG�QR�RQH�VHHPV�WR�NQRZ�ń

Ń,łP�VLFN�RI�P\�FKLOG�UHEHOOLQJ��,łP�VLFN�RI�ZRUU\LQJ�DERXW�ZKHUH�
VKH�LV��ZKDW�VKH�LV�GRLQJ��DQG�ZK\�VKH�ZRQłW�OLVWHQ�DQ\PRUH�ń

Ń,łP�VLFN�RI�QRW�EHLQJ�DEOH�WR�ORVH�ZHLJKW��,�HDW�ULJKW��,�ZRUN�RXW��
DQG�,�FDQłW�ORVH�D�SRXQG�ń�

Ń,�DP�VLFN�RI�ZDLWLQJ�IRU�WKLV�GHSUHVVLRQ�WR�OLIW�ń

Ń,�DP�VLFN�RI�WKLV�PDQQD��*RG�ń

+HUHłV�ZKHUH�ZH�QHHG�WR�EH�FDUHIXO��+DYH�RXU�FRPSODLQWV�DERXW�
PDQQD� WXUQHG� LQWR� D� UHMHFWLRQ�RI�*RG"� ,W� LV� YHU\� SRVVLEOH� WKDW�
RXU�FRPSODLQWV�LPSO\��Ń*RG��,�ZDV�EHWWHU�RII�ZLWKRXW�\RX��,�ZDV�
EHWWHU�RII� LQ�(J\SW�ń�/HWłV�FKHFN�LQ�ZLWK�0RVHV�DQG�VHH�KRZ�KH�
KDQGOHV�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ��

0RVHV�KHDUG� WKH�SHRSOH�RI�HYHU\� IDPLO\�ZDLOLQJ�DW� WKH�
entrance to their tents. The Lord became exceedingly 
angry, and Moses was troubled. He asked the Lord, “Why 
have you brought this trouble on your servant? What 
KDYH�,�GRQH�WR�GLVSOHDVH�\RX�WKDW�\RX�SXW�WKH�EXUGHQ�RI�
DOO�WKHVH�SHRSOH�RQ�PH"�'LG�,�FRQFHLYH�DOO�WKHVH�SHRSOH"�
'LG�,�JLYH�WKHP�ELUWK"�:K\�GR�\RX�WHOO�PH�WR�FDUU\�WKHP�
in my arms, as a nurse carries an infant, to the land you 
SURPLVHG�RQ�RDWK� WR� WKHLU� DQFHVWRUV"�:KHUH� FDQ� ,� JHW�
PHDW�IRU�DOO�WKHVH�SHRSOH"�7KH\�NHHS�ZDLOLQJ�WR�PH��Ł*LYH�
XV�PHDW�WR�HDW�ł�,�FDQQRW�FDUU\�DOO�WKHVH�SHRSOH�E\�P\VHOI��
the burden is too heavy for me (verses 10–14).

The Desert is Fertile Ground for an Emotional 
Collapse
7KH� GHVHUW� LV� IHUWLOH� JURXQG� IRU� DQ� HPRWLRQDO� FROODSVH�� $V� ZH�
SDVV�WKURXJK�WKH�GHVHUW��LW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�UHFRJQL]H�QRW�RQO\�WKH�
KDUGVKLS��EXW�DOVR�RXU�UHDFWLRQ�WR�WKH�KDUGVKLS��,W�LV�DOVR�IRUPLQJ�
XV��'HDOLQJ�ZLWK�GUDPD�ZDV�QRWKLQJ�QHZ�WR�0RVHV��7KH�GLIIHU-
HQFH�KHUH�ZDV�WKDW�0RVHV�ZDV�IHG�XS�ZLWK�WKH�JUXPEOLQJ��+HłV�
KDG�LW��%XW��KH�GRHV�VRPHWKLQJ�ULJKW�DERXW�LW��0RVHV�WDNHV�WKHLU�
JUXPEOLQJ�WR�WKH�/RUG�LQ�SUD\HU��:KDW�,�ORYH�DERXW�0RVHV�LV�WKH�
DXWKHQWLFLW\�DQG�KRQHVW\�RI�KLV�SUD\HU��+H�GRHVQłW�KROG�DQ\�RI�
KLV� IUXVWUDWLRQV�EDFN� IURP�*RG��7KH� ,VUDHOLWHV�DUH�FRPSODLQLQJ�
DERXW�*RG��0RVHV�LV�SUD\LQJ�WR�*RG��ELJ�GLIIHUHQFH��%XW�0RVHV�

LV�IUXVWUDWHG��EXUQHG�RXW��DQG�GLVFRXUDJHG��$QG�EDWWOLQJ�GLVFRXU-
DJHPHQW�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�GDQJHUV�RI�WKH�GHVHUW��,�ZDQW�\RX�WR�VHH�
KRZ�PDQ\�JXW�KRQHVW�TXHVWLRQV�0RVHV�DVNV�*RGŌDERXW�VL[�RI�
WKHP��,I�\RX�DUH�LQ�WKH�GHVHUW��\RX�WHQG�WR�DVN�*RG�ORWV�RI�TXHV-
WLRQV��HVSHFLDOO\�WKH�TXHVWLRQ��:K\"�,I�\RX�GRQłW�WKLQN�0RVHV�ZDV�
RQ�WKH�YHUJH�RI�HPRWLRQDO�FROODSVH��OHWłV�UHDG�YHUVH�����

Ń,I�WKLV�LV�KRZ�\RX�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�WUHDW�PH��SOHDVH�JR�DKHDG�
and kill me—if I have found favor in your eyes—and do 
not let me face my own ruin.”

0RVHV�ZDQWHG�WR�GLH��7KHUH�DUH�PDQ\�IDPRXV�PHOWGRZQV�LQ�WKH�
%LEOHŌ-RE��-RQDK��DQG�(OLMDK�DUH�DOO�JRRG�H[DPSOHV��%XW�WKH�YHUVH�
WKDW�GHHSO\�UHVRQDWHV�ZLWK�PH� LV�YHUVH�����0RVHV�FRQIHVVHV��“I 
am not able to carry all this people alone; the burden is too heavy 
for me.”�:KDW� EXUGHQ� DUH� \RX� FDUU\LQJ� LQ� WKH�GHVHUW� RQ� \RXU�
RZQ"�:KDW�SDLQ"�:KDW�ZRUU\"�,�KHDU�LQ�0RVHVł�YRLFH�D�PRWKHU�
RI�SUHVFKRRO�NLGV� VD\LQJ�� Ń,� FDQłW�GR� WKLV�DQ\PRUH��P\�NLGV�DUH�
GULYLQJ�PH�FUD]\��,�QHHG�D�EUHDN�ń�,�KHDU�D�SHUVRQ�ZKR�KDV�EHHQ�
ORRNLQJ�IRU�D�MRE�IRU�RYHU�D�\HDU�DERXW�WR�JLYH�XS��Ń,�FDQłW�FDUU\�
WKLV�EXUGHQ�DQ\�ORQJHU��KRZ�DP�,�JRLQJ�WR�SD\�P\�ELOOV"ń�,�KHDU�
WKH�YRLFH�RI�D�SHUVRQ�EDWWOLQJ�FDQFHU�FU\LQJ�RXW��Ń,�FDQQRW�KDQGOH�
RQH�PRUH�URXQG�RI�FKHPR�ń�%XW��\RX�NQRZ�ZKDW��,�DOVR�KHDU�WKH�
ZRUGV�RI�-HVXV�H[WHQGLQJ�KLV�LQYLWDWLRQ�WR�XV�WRGD\� “Come to me, 
all you who are weary and burdened and I will give you rest” 
�0DWW����������,I�\RX�DUH�EXUGHQHG�DQG�ZDQGHULQJ�LQ�WKH�GHVHUW�
\RX� FDQ�JR� DW� LW� DORQH�RU� \RX� FDQ� FRPH� WR� -HVXV� DQG� OD\� \RXU�
EXUGHQ�GRZQ�DW�KLV�IHHW��,WłV�\RXU�FKRLFH�

3OHDVH� OLVWHQ� WR� WKLVŌRXU� YLHZ�RI�*RG�GHHSO\� DIIHFWV�ZKHWKHU�
ZH�ZLOO�VHHN�KLP�LQ�WKH�GHVHUW�RU�QRW��,I�\RXU�YLHZ�RI�*RG�LV�ELJ��
\RXłOO�WUXVW�KLP��<RXłOO�FRPH�WR�KLP�IRU�UHVW��,I�\RXU�YLHZ�RI�*RG�
LV�VPDOO��\RX�ZRQłW��<RXłOO�PXVWHU�PRUH�ZLOO�SRZHU�DQG�WU\�WR�GR�
LW�DOO�RQ�\RXU�RZQ��6HOI�VXIğFLHQF\�LV�D�ELJ�GDQJHU�WR�\RXU�UHOD-
WLRQVKLS�ZLWK�-HVXV��+RZ�LV�*RG�JRLQJ�WR�DQVZHU�0RVHVł�FU\�IRU�
KHOS"�:KDW�LV�*RG�JRLQJ�WR�GR"�,�EHOLHYH�WKDW�KRZ�*RG�UHVSRQGV�
WR�,VUDHO�LV�H[DFWO\�KRZ�KH�UHVSRQGV�WR�XV�ZKHQ�ZH�ğQG�RXUVHOYHV�
LQ�WKH�GHVHUW��

The Lord said to Moses: “Bring me seventy of Israel’s 
HOGHUV� ZKR� DUH� NQRZQ� WR� \RX� DV� OHDGHUV� DQG� RIğFLDOV�
DPRQJ� WKH� SHRSOH�� +DYH� WKHP� FRPH� WR� WKH� WHQW� RI�
meeting, that they may stand there with you. I will come 
GRZQ�DQG�VSHDN�ZLWK�\RX�WKHUH��DQG�,�ZLOO�WDNH�VRPH�RI�
WKH�SRZHU�RI�WKH�6SLULW�WKDW�LV�RQ�\RX�DQG�SXW�LW�RQ�WKHP��
7KH\�ZLOO� VKDUH� WKH� EXUGHQ� RI� WKH� SHRSOH�ZLWK� \RX� VR�
that you will not have to carry it alone” (verses 16–17).

The Desert is Fertile Ground for God’s Provision
7KH\�VD\�WKLQJV�GRQłW�JURZ�LQ�WKH�GHVHUW��7KDW� LV�QRW� WUXH��7KH�
GHVHUW�LV�IHUWLOH�JURXQG�IRU�*RGłV�SURYLVLRQ��0RVHV�ZDV�ZRUQ�RXW�
DQG�H[KDXVWHG�EXW�*RG�PHHWV�0RVHV� LQ�D�YHU\�VSHFLDO�ZD\��+H�
WHOOV�0RVHV� WR� JDWKHU� ���PHQ� IURP� WKH� HOGHUV� RI� ,VUDHO�� 7KHVH�
ZHUH�PHQ�ZKR�KDYH�SURYHQ� WR�EH� IDLWKIXO� DQG�ZLVH��*RG� VD\V�
KDYH�WKHVH�PHQ�PHHW�PH�DW�WKH�WHQW�RI�PHHWLQJ��WKH�WDEHUQDFOH��
*RG�WKHQ�HPSRZHUV�WKHVH�PHQ�LQ�D�XQLTXH�ZD\�ZLWK�WKH�+RO\�
6SLULW��%\�GRLQJ�WKLV�*RG�VSUHDGV�RXW�WKH�EXUGHQ�RI�OHDGHUVKLS��



*RG�KDV�KHDUG�0RVHVłV�SUD\HU��*RG�VKRZV�KLV�ORYH�DQG�FRQFHUQ�
IRU�KLP�DQG�SURYLGHV�OHDGHUV�IRU�KLV�ZRUN��

,� DP� VR� JUDWHIXO� WKDW� WKHUH� DUH� HOGHUV� DW�&3&�ZKR� DUH� OHDGLQJ�
RXU�FKXUFK�WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�PH��7KH�EXUGHQ�RI�OHDGHUVKLS�LV�VSUHDG�
RXW� DPRQJ�XV�� ,� DP�EH\RQG�EOHVVHG�E\� RXU� GHDFRQV� DQG� VWDII�
ZKR�RYHUVHH� ODUJH�DUHDV�RI�PLQLVWU\��7KH�EXUGHQ�RI� OHDGHUVKLS�
LV� VSUHDG� RXW� DPRQJ� WKHP�� ,� DP� VR� JUDWHIXO� IRU�PDQ\� RI� \RX�
ZKR� VDFULğFH� \RXU� WLPH�� WDOHQW� DQG� WUHDVXUH� WR� VHUYH�*RG�DQG�
KLV�FKXUFK�E\�YROXQWHHULQJ�DW�&3&��7KH�EXUGHQ�RI� OHDGHUVKLS�LV�
VSUHDG�RXW��7KH�HDVLHVW�ZD\� WR�NLOO�D�FKXUFK�RU�D�PLQLVWU\� LV� WR�
DOORZ�RQH�SHUVRQ�RU�MXVW�D�VPDOO�KDQGIXO�RI�SHRSOH�WR�GR�LW�DORQH��
7KDW� KDV� QHYHU� EHHQ�*RGłV� GHVLJQ� IRU� KLV� FKXUFK�� <RX� DUH� WKH�
FKXUFK��WKH�ERG\�RI�&KULVW��,I�\RX�RQO\�DWWHQG�KHUH�RQ�D�6XQGD\�
PRUQLQJ��\RX�DUH�PLVVLQJ�D�ELJ�SLHFH�RI�*RGłV�SODQ�IRU�\RXU�OLIH�

,I� \RX�DUH� LQ� WKH�GHVHUW��SOHDVH�NQRZ�WKDW�*RG�ZLOO�SURYLGH�� ,Q�
IDFW��*RG�ORYHV�WR�SURYLGH�IRU�KLV�FKLOGUHQ��+H�KHDUV�\RXU�FULHV�LQ�
WKH�GHVHUW��KH�XQGHUVWDQGV�WKH�SUHVVXUH��SDLQ�DQG�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�
\RX�DUH�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�WKHUH��*RG�DOORZHG�KLV�RZQ�VRQ��-HVXV��WR�
EH�WHPSWHG�LQ�WKH�GHVHUW�IRU����GD\V�DQG�\HW�*RG�WRRN�FDUH�RI�
KLP��,�GRQłW�NQRZ�ZKDW�KH�ZLOO�SURYLGH�IRU�\RX�LQ�WKH�GHVHUW��EXW�
KH�ZLOO��+H�PD\�SURYLGH�D�IULHQG�ZKHQ�\RX�UHDOO\�QHHG�VRPHRQH�
WR�EHDU�\RXU�EXUGHQ��+H�PD\�SURYLGH�DQ�HPDLO�RU�SKRQH�FDOO�MXVW�
DW�WKH�PRPHQW�\RX�QHHG�LW��+H�PD\�SURYLGH�D�ğQDQFLDO�JLIW�ULJKW�
DW�WKH�WLPH�WKH�ELOO�LV�GXH��+H�PD\�JLYH�\RX�WKDW�MRE�\RXłYH�EHHQ�
VHDUFKLQJ�IRU��2U�KH�PD\�MXVW�JLYH�\RX�WKH�SDWLHQFH�WR�VKRZ�XS�
WR�RQH�PRUH�LQWHUYLHZ��*RG�DOZD\V�SURYLGHV�IRU�KLV�FKLOGUHQ��,W�
XVXDOO\�MXVW�ORRNV�D�ORW�GLIIHUHQW�WKDQ�ZH�H[SHFW�

,� FDQłW� WHOO�\RX�KRZ�PDQ\� WLPHV�*RG�KDV�SURYLGHG� IRU�PH�DQG�
P\�IDPLO\�RYHU�WKH�\HDUV��,�FDQ�WHOO�\RX�VWRU\�DIWHU�VWRU\�RI�*RGłV�
JHQHURVLW\�LQ�P\�OLIH��:KLOH�,�ZDV�LQ�VHPLQDU\�*RG�SURYLGHG�IRU�
XV�ğQDQFLDOO\�WKURXJK�VXUSULVH�FKHFNV�LQ�WKH�PDLO��VSHDNLQJ�HQ-
JDJHPHQWV�DQG�HYHQ�EDJV�RI�JURFHULHV��,W�ZDV�LQFUHGLEOH��-XVW�ODVW�
QLJKW�D�GHDU�IULHQG�ZDWFKHG�RXU�NLGV�IRU�IUHH�VR�WKDW�0LVV\�DQG�,�
FRXOG�JR�RXW�RQ�D�GDWH��

7KH�EHDXW\�DERXW�WKH�GHVHUW�LV�WKDW�LW�KHOSV�XV�WR�VHH�*RGłV�SUR-
YLVLRQ��1RZ� WKDW� ,łP� ORQJ�GRQH�ZLWK� VHPLQDU\� DQG�KDYH�D� MRE�
DQG�FDQ�SURYLGH�IRU�P\�IDPLO\��LWłV�UHDOO\�HDV\�WR�IRUJHW�WKDW�,�VWLOO�
QHHG�WR�UHO\�RQ�WKH�/RUG��+RZ�RIWHQ�LQ�VXFFHVV�DQG�DEXQGDQFH�
GR�ZH�IRUJHW�DERXW�ZKR�LW�LV�WKDW�JDYH�XV�WKRVH�WKLQJV"�7KH�%LEOH�
VD\V�WKDW�HYHU\�JRRG�WKLQJ�LV�IURP�RXU�)DWKHU��,I�\RX�DUH�LQ�WKH�
GHVHUW��NQRZ�WKDW�ZKLOH�\RX�PD\�IHHO�DORQH��\RX�DUH�QHYHU�OHIW�WR�
IHQG�IRU�\RXUVHOYHV��*RG�LV�ZLWK�\RX��2IWHQ�WLPHV�*RG�LV�ZLWK�XV�
WKURXJK�WKH�SUD\HUV�DQG�SUHVHQFH�RI�VRPHRQH�HOVH��7KDW�LV�ZK\�
ZH�DOZD\V�WDON�DERXW�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�FRPPXQLW\�KHUH�DW�&3&��
:KR�DUH�\RX�GRLQJ�OLIH�ZLWK"�:KR�LV�VKDULQJ�\RXU�EXUGHQ�ZLWK�
\RX"�,WłV�GDQJHURXV�WR�EH�D�ORQH�UDQJHU�&KULVWLDQ��/HWłV�ORRN�QH[W�
DW�D�VREHU�UHDOLW\�RI�OLIH�LQ�WKH�GHVHUW�

Ń7HOO� WKH�SHRSOH�� Ł&RQVHFUDWH�\RXUVHOYHV� LQ�SUHSDUDWLRQ�
for tomorrow, when you will eat meat. The Lord heard 
you when you wailed, “If only we had meat to eat! We 
ZHUH�EHWWHU� RII� LQ� (J\SW�ń�1RZ� WKH� /RUG�ZLOO� JLYH� \RX�

meat, and you will eat it. You will not eat it for just one 
GD\��RU� WZR�GD\V��RU�ğYH�� WHQ�RU� WZHQW\�GD\V��EXW� IRU�D�
whole month—until it comes out of your nostrils and 
you loathe it—because you have rejected the Lord, who 
is among you, and have wailed before him, saying, “Why 
GLG�ZH�HYHU�OHDYH�(J\SW"ńłń

But Moses said, “Here I am among six hundred thousand 
PHQ�RQ�IRRW��DQG�\RX�VD\��Ł,�ZLOO�JLYH�WKHP�PHDW�WR�HDW�
IRU�D�ZKROH�PRQWK�ł�:RXOG�WKH\�KDYH�HQRXJK�LI�ĠRFNV�
and herds were slaughtered for them? Would they have 
HQRXJK�LI�DOO�WKH�ğVK�LQ�WKH�VHD�ZHUH�FDXJKW�IRU�WKHP"ń

The Lord answered Moses, “Is the Lord’s arm too short? 
Now you will see whether or not what I say will come 
true for you” (verses 18–23).

The Desert is Fertile Ground for God’s Discipline
*RG�WHOOV�0RVHV�WKDW�KH�ZLOO�QRW�RQO\�SURYLGH�OHDGHUV�EXW�KH�ZLOO�
SURYLGH� PHDW� IRU� D� ZKROH� PRQWK�� 0RVHV�� WKLQNLQJ� SUDFWLFDOO\�
DERXW�WKLV�ZRQGHUV�KRZ�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�*RG�LV�JRLQJ�WR�GR�WKDW�LQ�
WKH�EDUUHQ�ZDVWHODQG�ZKHUH�QRWKLQJ�OLYHV�RU�JURZV��1RW�WR�PHQ-
WLRQ�WKHUH�DUH�D�IHZ�PLOOLRQ�SHRSOH�WR�IHHG��,Q�KLV�ğQLWH�WKLQNLQJ��
WKH\łG�KDYH�WR�ğQG�DQG�VODXJKWHU�KHUGV�RI�DQLPDOV�IRU�PHDW�DQG�
WKH\�DUH�ZD\�WRR�IDU�IURP�WKH�VHD�IRU�ğVK��-XVW�LPDJLQH�WKURZLQJ�
D�FKXUFK�SRWOXFN�ZLWK���PLOOLRQ�SHRSOH�DQG�WKHUH�LV�QR�&RVWFR��,Q�
0RVHVł�PLQG�LWłV�LPSRVVLEOH��

7KH�/RUG�VHHV�0RVHVł�ZHDN�IDLWK�DQG�DVNV�KLP�D�GHHSO\�SURELQJ�
TXHVWLRQ�� Ń,V� WKH�/RUGłV�DUP�WRR�VKRUW"ń�7KLV�ZDV�D�FKDOOHQJLQJ�
TXHVWLRQ� DLPHG� DW� 0RVHVł� XQEHOLHI�� ,VUDHOłV� ZDQGHULQJ� LQ� WKH�
GHVHUW� ZDV� DOO� DERXW� WHDFKLQJ� WKHP� WR� WUXVW� *RG�� 7UXVWLQJ� LQ�
*RGłV�SURPLVHV�LV�WKH�NH\�WR�JURZWK�LQ�WKH�GHVHUW��*RG�KDV�UHV-
FXHG�,VUDHO�IURP�VODYHU\�LQ�(J\SW��SDUWHG�WKH�5HG�6HD��SURYLGHG�
ZDWHU� DQG� IRRG�� SURWHFWHG� WKHP� IURP�RWKHU�QDWLRQV�� SURYLGHG�
DGGLWLRQDO� OHDGHUV�� DQG� LV� EULQJLQJ� WKHP� WR� WKH� YHUJH� RI� WKH�
3URPLVHG�/DQG�� ,V� WKH�DUP�RI� WKH�/RUG� WRR�VKRUW"� ,I�\RX�DUH� LQ�
WKH�GHVHUW��WKDW�LV�D�JUHDW�TXHVWLRQ�WR�FKHZ�RQ�WRGD\��,I�*RG�FDQ�
GR�DOO�WKDW�IRU�,VUDHO��ZK\�ZRXOGQłW�KH�KHOS�\RX"�/HWłV�UHDG�ZKDW�
*RG�GRHV�QH[W�

Now a wind went out from the Lord and drove quail in 
IURP�WKH�VHD��,W�VFDWWHUHG�WKHP�XS�WR�WZR�FXELWV�GHHS�DOO�
DURXQG�WKH�FDPS��DV�IDU�DV�D�GD\łV�ZDON�LQ�DQ\�GLUHFWLRQ��
$OO� WKDW�GD\�DQG�QLJKW�DQG�DOO� WKH�QH[W�GD\� WKH�SHRSOH�
went out and gathered quail. No one gathered less than 
WHQ�KRPHUV��7KHQ�WKH\�VSUHDG�WKHP�RXW�DOO�DURXQG�WKH�
FDPS��%XW�ZKLOH�WKH�PHDW�ZDV�VWLOO�EHWZHHQ�WKHLU�WHHWK�
and before it could be consumed, the anger of the Lord 
EXUQHG�DJDLQVW� WKH�SHRSOH��DQG�KH�VWUXFN�WKHP�ZLWK�D�
VHYHUH�SODJXH��YHUVHV���ŋ����

7KLV�ZDV�WKH�PRWKHU�RI�DOO�TXDLO�PLJUDWLRQV��4XDLO�FRYHUHG�WKH�
ODQG�LQ�HYHU\�GLUHFWLRQ�DV�IDU�DV�WKH�H\H�FRXOG�VHH�XS�WR���IHHW�WDOO��
&DQ�\RX�LPDJLQH�WKDW"�7KH�SHRSOH�ZHQW�QXWV�DQG�JUDEEHG�ORDGV�
RI�TXDLO�IRU�WKHPVHOYHV��)LUHV�ZHUH�LQVWDQWO\�LJQLWHG�DQG�WKH�VPHOO�
RI�FRRNHG�TXDLO�ZDIĠHG�WKURXJK�WKH�DLU�OLNH�'DO\�&LW\�IRJ��%XW�WKLV�
ZDV�D�VSRLOHG�PHDO��:KLOH�WKH�WDVWH�RI�TXDLO�ZDV�KLWWLQJ�WKHLU�OLSV��
*RGłV�GLVFLSOLQH�ZDV�XQOHDVKHG�DQG�D�JUHDW�SODJXH�NLOOHG�PDQ\�RI�
WKH�SHRSOH��:K\�ZRXOG�*RG�GR�WKLV"�



7KLV�PHVVDJH�IURP�6FULSWXUH�ZDV�SUHDFKHG�RQ�6XQGD\��2FWREHU����������DW�&HQWUDO�3HQLQVXOD�&KXUFK�1RUWK
����3LHGPRQW�$YHQXH�_�6DQ�%UXQR��&$�������_��������������_�ZZZ�FSFZHE�RUJ��$GGLWLRQDO�FRSLHV�DYDLODEOH�RQ�UHTXHVW�
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:KHQ�,�SOD\HG�IRRWEDOO�LQ�KLJK�VFKRRO��,�KDWHG�JHWWLQJ�UHDG\�IRU�
WKH� VHDVRQ� EHFDXVH� RI� WKH� WZR�D�GD\� SUDFWLFHV� LQ� WKH� KHDW� RI�
$XJXVW��:HłG�SUDFWLFH�LQ�WKH�PRUQLQJ�DQG�WKH�HYHQLQJ��,W�ZDV�H[-
KDXVWLQJ��QRW�WR�PHQWLRQ�RXU�FRDFK�WKULYHG�RQ�GLVFLSOLQH��:KHQ�
ZH�JRW�RXW�RI�OLQH�RU�GLGQłW�SHUIRUP�ZHOO��ZH�KDG�WR�UXQ�ŃOLQHVń��
7KDWłV�ZKHUH�\RX�VWDUWHG�LQ�WKH�HQG�]RQH�DQG�UDQ�WR�HDFK����\DUG�
PDUNHU� DQG�EDFN�� 7KHUH�ZDV� DOZD\V� VRPHRQH� WKURZLQJ�XS�RQ�
WKH�VLGHOLQHV��$W�WKH�WLPH��,�KDWHG�WKH�WUDLQLQJ��EXW�ZLWKRXW�LW��,�
ZRXOGQłW�VXUYLYH�WKH�IRXUWK�TXDUWHU�RI�D�IRRWEDOO�JDPH��,�QHHGHG�
WR�JHW�EDFN�LQWR�VKDSH��%XW�LW�ZDV�SDLQIXO��,W�ZDV�KDUG��

*RRG�GLVFLSOLQH�LQĠLFWV�SDLQ�LQ�RUGHU�WR�VDYH�RU�UHVFXH�VRPHWKLQJ��
+HEUHZV�������WHOOV�XV��“For they disciplined us for a short time 
as it seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for our good, that 
we may share his holiness.” *RG�ORYHV�XV�DQG�NQRZV�ZKDWłV�EHVW�
IRU�XV��+LV�JRDO�IRU�\RXU�OLIH�LV�WR�PDNH�\RX�KRO\��QRW�KDSS\��'R�
\RX�DJUHH�ZLWK�WKDW"�,I�KROLQHVV�LV�WKH�JRDO��WKHQ�KLV�GLVFLSOLQH�LV�
IRU�RXU�JRRG��,VUDHO�ZDV�DERXW�WR�HQWHU�D�ODQG�FRQWDPLQDWHG�ZLWK�
SDJDQ�ZRUVKLS�DQG� LGRODWU\��7KH\�ZHUH�JRLQJ� WR�KDYH� WR�GULYH�
RXW� WKRVH� ZKR� RFFXSLHG� WKH� ODQG�� 7KLV� ZRXOG� WDNH� LQFUHGLEOH�
FRXUDJH��IDLWK�DQG�REHGLHQFH��*RG�ZDQWHG�WKHP�VHW�DSDUW��7KH�
GHVHUW�ZDV�WKHLU�WUDLQLQJ�JURXQG�IRU�WKH�3URPLVHG�/DQG��*RG�QRW�
RQO\�SURYLGHG�IRU�,VUDHO��KH�DOVR�GLVFLSOLQHG�WKHP�IRU�WKHLU�JRRG��
,Q�WKLV�FDVH��*RGłV�GLVFLSOLQH�FDPH�LQ�WKH�IRUP�RI�VRPHWKLQJ�WKH\�
ZDQWHG��EXW�LW�WXUQHG�RXW�WR�EH�D�VSRLOHG�PHDO��

+DV�*RG�HYHU�DQVZHUHG�\RXU�SUD\HU�RQO\�WR�ğQG�RXW�WKDW�WKH�PHDO�
ZDV�VSRLOHG"�,VUDHO�JRW�WKH�PHDW�WKH\�ZDQWHG�EXW�LW�ZDV�D�VSRLOHG�
PHDO�� 2QH� RI� WKH� PDUNV� RI� VSLULWXDO� PDWXULW\� DQG� HPRWLRQDO�
KHDOWK�LV�WKH�DELOLW\�WR�VXIIHU�ZLWKRXW�PDNLQJ�WKH�SHRSOH�DURXQG�
\RX�VXIIHU�WRR��0D\EH��WKH�MRE�\RX�QRZ�KDYH�ZDV�DQ�DQVZHU�WR�
SUD\HU�� EXW�EHFDXVH�RI�ZKDW� \RX�ZHQW� WKURXJK� WR� JHW� WKH� MRE��
WKH�PHDO� LV� VSRLOHG��<RX�FRPSODLQHG�DERXW�EHLQJ�RXW�RI�ZRUN��
\RX�PRDQHG�DERXW�LW��DQG�PDGH�HYHU\RQH�DURXQG�\RX�PLVHUDEOH��
*RG�DQVZHUHG�\RXU�SUD\HUV��EXW�WKH�PHDO�LV�VSRLOHG��

0D\EH�\RX�DUH�ğQDOO\�LQ�WKH�KRPH�RI�\RXU�GUHDPV��<RX�JRW�VLFN�
DQG�WLUHG�RI�OLYLQJ�LQ�D�FRQGR��<RX�PDGH�VRPH�FKDQJHV��WZHDNHG�D�
IHZ�WKLQJV��GUDLQHG�DQ�DFFRXQW��ERUURZHG�IURP�D�IDPLO\�PHPEHU�
DQG�ğQDOO\�JRW�WKH�KRPH��<RX�QRZ�ğQG�\RXUVHOI�VWUHWFKHG�ZD\�
WRR�IDU�ğQDQFLDOO\��\RXłUH�KRXVH�SRRU��WKH�PHDO�LV�VSRLOHG��

0D\EH�\RX�ZHUH�WLUHG�RI�EHLQJ�VLQJOH��0RVW�RI�\RXU�IULHQGV�DUH�
PDUULHG��\RX�UHDOO\�ZDQW�NLGV�DQG�\RXłUH�WLUHG�RI�OLYLQJ�DORQH��6R��
\RX�LJQRUH�\RXU�VWDQGDUGV��EHJLQ�GDWLQJ�VRPHRQH�ZKR�GRHVQłW�
ORYH�-HVXV��DQG�\RX�ğQG�\RXUVHOI�LQ�D�OHVV�WKDQ�LGHDO�VLWXDWLRQ��<RX�
JRW�WKH�PHDO�\RX�ZDQWHG��EXW�LWłV�VSRLOHG��

,I�ZH�DUH�QRW�FDUHIXO�WKDW�LV�H[DFWO\�ZKDW�KDSSHQV�LQ�WKH�GHVHUW��
*RG�ZLOO�VRPHWLPHV�JLYH�XV�ZKDW�ZH�GHPDQG�DQG�LQ�KLV�ORYH�KH�

DOORZV�XV�WR�GHDO�ZLWK�WKH�FRQVHTXHQFHV�WKDW�FRPH��+HłV�VWLOO�LQ�
FRQWURO��+H�VHHV�WKH�ELJJHU�SLFWXUH��+LV�GLVFLSOLQH�LV�IRU�RXU�JRRG��
$QG��KRSHIXOO\��ZH�OHDUQ�IURP�RXU�PLVWDNHV��JURZ�DQG�DW�VRPH�
SRLQW��ZH�VHH�*RGłV�GLVFLSOLQH�DV�KLV�JUDFH��,�ZDQW�\RX�WR�NQRZ�
RQH�ODVW�WKLQJ�DERXW�WKH�GHVHUW�

The Desert is Fertile Ground for Faith to Grow
,I�\RX�ZRUN�RXW�DQG�H[HUFLVH�� LWłV�EHFDXVH�\RX�EHOLHYH�WKDW�PR-
PHQWDU\�SDLQ�LV�ZRUWK�WKH�ORQJ�UXQ�KHDOWK�EHQHğWV��*RG�ORYHV�XV�
HQRXJK�WR�EULQJ�XV�GLVFRPIRUW�WR�UHVFXH�XV�IURP�WKH�DWWLWXGHV��
WUDLWV��DQG�KDELWV�WKDW�ZLOO�GHUDLO�RXU�JURZWK�DQG�KLV�ZRUN�LQ�RXU�
OLYHV��7KH�GHVHUW�FDQ�EH�D� UHDOO\�KDUG�SODFH� WR�EH��EXW� LW� LV�DOVR�
IHUWLOH� JURXQG� IRU� RXU� IDLWK� WR� JURZ��+HUHłV� WKH� WUXWKŌ*RG� LV�
DOZD\V�DW�ZRUN�LQ�WKH�GHVHUW��2XU�IDLWK�FDQ�WKULYH�LQ�WKH�GHVHUW�
EXW� LW�FDQ�DOVR�VKULYHO�XS�DQG�GLH�EXW�RQO\� LI�ZH�OHW� LW�� ,�EHOLHYH�
WKDW�LW�LV�SRVVLEOH�WR�KDYH�D�VWURQJ�IDLWK�DQG�EH�DW�\RXU�EHVW�ZKHQ�
WKLQJV�DUH�DW�WKHLU�ZRUVW��,W�LV�SRVVLEOH�IRU�WKH�EHVW�YHUVLRQ�RI�\RX�
WR�HPHUJH�ZKLOH�\RX�DUH�SDVVLQJ�WKURXJK�D�VHDVRQ�RI�GLVDSSRLQW-
PHQW��FKDRV�RU�SDLQ��,I�\RXłYH�EHHQ�LQ�WKH�GHVHUW�EHIRUH��,�EHW�\RX�
FDQ�QRZ�ORRN�EDFN�DQG�VHH�KRZ�LW�ZDV�WKH�RQH�WKLQJ�*RG�XVHG�WR�
JURZ�\RXU�IDLWK��

,�FDQ�ORRN�EDFN�RQ�P\�IDPLO\łV�WLPH�LQ�VHPLQDU\�ZLWK�JUHDW�MR\��
:H�JRW�LQYROYHG�LQ�D�ZRQGHUIXO�FKXUFK�DQG�WKDW�ZDV�UHDOO\�JRRG�
IRU�XV��:H�QHHGHG�D�SODFH�WR�MXVW�EH��:H�PDGH�OLIH�ORQJ�IULHQGV�
LQ�3DVDGHQD��6LQFH�,�ZDV�QRW�ZRUNLQJ��,�JRW�WR�VSHQG�TXDOLW\�WLPH�
ZLWK�P\�VRQ�DQG�OHDUQ�KRZ�WR�EH�D�GDG��0LVV\�DQG�,�VSHQW�D�ORW�
RI�WLPH�WRJHWKHU�EHFDXVH�ZH�FRXOGQłW�DIIRUG�FDEOH��2XU�PDUULDJH�
ZDV�VWUHQJWKHQHG�DQG�ZH�HYHQ�JRW�SUHJQDQW�ZLWK�RXU�GDXJKWHU��
2XU�IDLWK�ZDV�VWUHWFKHG�WRR�DV�ZH�OHDUQHG�WR�WUXVW�*RG�ZLWK�RXU�
IXWXUH��,W�ZDV�LQ�WKH�GHVHUW�ZKHUH�ZH�PDGH�WKH�GHFLVLRQ�WR�FRPH�
WR� &3&� MXVW� ZHHNV� EHIRUH� ,� ZDV� JRLQJ� WR� JUDGXDWH�� 8QWLO� WKDW�
SRLQW��ZH�KDG�QR�LGHD�ZKHUH�ZH�ZHUH�JRLQJ��7KH�GHVHUW�ZDV�D�
WLPH�RI�WUXVW�DQG�IDLWK�EXLOGLQJ�IRU�XV��

:KLOH�QRQH�RI�XV�DUH�ZLOOLQJ�VLJQ�XS�IRU�WKH�GHVHUW��WKH�WUXWK�LV�
WKDW�LW�LV�IHUWLOH�JURXQG�IRU�IDLWK�WR�JURZ��,Q�IDFW�LW�LV�WKH�SHUIHFW�
FOLPDWH� IRU� WUDQVIRUPDWLRQDO� JURZWK�� ,WłV� *RGłV� JUHHQKRXVH�� ,I�
\RX�DUH�LQ�WKH�GHVHUW�RU�JRLQJ�LQWR�LW�RU�FRPLQJ�RXW�RI�LW��NQRZ�
WKDW�*RG�LV�XS�WR�VRPHWKLQJ�JRRG��$VN�WKH�/RUG�WR�JLYH�\RX�IDLWK�
WR�WUXVW�KLP�PRUH�

____________ 
Š�Many of the insights and main points were taken from Jeff Manion’s sermon 
given at the Global Leadership Summit on August 5, 2010, and from his book, 
The Land Between.

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


