
Human beings have always been preoccupied with building 
ZDOOV�� ,Q� WKH�ğUVW�FHQWXU\�� WKH�5RPDQ�HPSHURU�+DGULDQ�EXLOW�D�
���PLOH�ZDOO�DFURVV�5RPDQ�%ULWDLQ��,Q�WKH�����V��$UJHQWLQD�EXLOW�
D�OLQH�RI�WUHQFKHV�DQG�ZDWFKWRZHUV�FDOOHG�WKH�=DQMD�GH�$OVLQD�WR�
SURWHFW�%XHQRV�$LUHV�IURP�LQYDVLRQ�E\�LQGLJHQRXV�SHRSOHV��7KH�
%HUOLQ�:DOO�ZHQW�XS�LQ�������GLYLGLQJ�(DVW�IURP�:HVW�IRU�DOPRVW�
���\HDUV��,Q�������6RXWK�$IULFD�EXLOW�D�������YROW�HOHFWULF�IHQFH�
GXEEHG�WKH�6QDNH�RI�)LUH�WR�NHHS�WKH�FLYLO�ZDU�LQ�0R]DPELTXH�
from spilling over into the frontier. In the middle of the night 
LQ�$XJXVW�������,WDOLDQ�RIğFLDOV�FRQVWUXFWHG�D�VWHHO�ZDOO�DURXQG�
9LD�$QHOOL��D�UXQ�GRZQ�QHLJKERUKRRG�NQRZQ�IRU�GUXJ�WUDIğFNLQJ�
and prostitution.

:DOOV�GRQłW�MXVW�GLYLGH�XV��WKH\�PDNH�XV�LOO��$IWHU�WKH�%HUOLQ�:DOO�
ZHQW�XS��(DVW�*HUPDQ�SV\FKLDWULVWV�REVHUYHG�WKDW�WKH�%HUOLQ�:DOO�
FDXVHG�PHQWDO�LOOQHVV��UDJH��GHMHFWLRQ�DQG�DGGLFWLRQ��7KH�FORVHU�
WR�WKH�SK\VLFDO�ZDOO�SHRSOH�OLYHG��WKH�PRUH�DFXWH�WKHLU�GLVRUGHUV��
7KH�RQO\� FXUH� IRU� Ń:DOO�'LVHDVHń�ZDV� WR�EULQJ� WKH�:DOO�GRZQ��
6XUH� HQRXJK�� LQ� ������ SV\FKLDWULVWV� QRWHG� WKH� ŃHPRWLRQDO� OLE-
HUDWLRQń�IHOW�DIWHU�1RYHPEHU���������ZKHQ�WKH�:DOO�ğQDOO\�IHOO��
7KRXVDQGV�RI�MXELODQW�*HUPDQV�FOLPEHG�WKH�:DOO��ZHSW��DQG�HP-
EUDFHG�HDFK�RWKHU�DWRS�WKH�FRQFUHWH��DQG�SURFHHGHG�WR�WHDU�WKH�
:DOO�GRZQ�ZLWK�MR\IXO�DEDQGRQ�

$IWHU� WKH�)DOO�RI�$GDP�DQG�(YH��D�ZDOO�EHWZHHQ�*RG�DQG�PDQ�
ZDV�HUHFWHG��7KLV�ZDOO�GLYLGHG�XVŌVLQIXO�PDQ�IURP�D�KRO\�*RG��
+HUHłV�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�,�ZDQW�XV�WR�FRQVLGHU�WKLV�PRUQLQJ��+RZ�FDQ�
D�KRO\�*RG�KDYH�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�VLQIXO�SHRSOH"�'RHV�*RG�VWLOO�
ZDQW�D�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�XV�WRGD\"�:KHQ�ZH�SLFN�XS�7KH�6WRU\�
WKLV�ZHHN�� LWłV�EHHQ�DERXW����GD\V� VLQFH� WKH� ,VUDHOLWHV�ZHUH�VHW�
IUHH� IURP� ERQGDJH� LQ� (J\SW�� 7KH\� DUH� QRZ� FDPSHG� DURXQG� D�
PRXQWDLQ�LQ�WKH�GHVHUW��0W��6LQDL��0RVHV�JRHV�XS�DQG�GRZQ�WKH�
PRXQWDLQ�VHYHUDO�WLPHV�WR�PHHW�ZLWK�*RG��

*RG�ZDQWV�WR�FRPH�GRZQ�DQG�EH�ZLWK�KLV�SHRSOH��KH�ZDQWV�WR�
EHDN�WKH�ZDOOV�WKDW�GLYLGHV�WKHP��EXW��IRU�WKDW�WR�KDSSHQ��WKUHH�
WKLQJV�PXVW�EH�ZRUNHG�RXW��,VUDHO�QHHGV�D�/DZ��*RG�QHHGV�D�SODFH�
WR� OLYH��DQG�*RG�UHTXLUHV� VLQ�EH�DWRQHG� IRU�E\� WKH�VKHGGLQJ�RI�
EORRG��7KDW�LV�ZKDW�ZH�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�ORRN�DW�WKLV�PRUQLQJŌWKH�
/DZ��WKH�7DEHUQDFOH��DQG�WKH�VDFULğFLDO�V\VWHP�

Then Moses went up to God, and the Lord called to 

him from the mountain and said, “This is what you 

are to say to the descendants of Jacob and what 

you are to tell the people of Israel: ‘You yourselves 

have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried 

you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 

Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, 

then out of all nations you will be my treasured 

possession. Although the whole earth is mine,  you 

will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy na-

tion.’ These are the words you are to speak to the 

Israelites” (Exodus 19:3-6).

*RG�LQVLVWHG�WKDW�KLV�SHRSOH�PXVW�OLYH�E\�D�VHW�RI�JXLGHOLQHV��,Q�
RUGHU�IRU�*RG�WR�EH�ZLWK�KLV�SHRSOH��KH�ğUVW�ZDQWHG�WR�GHğQH�KLV�
relationship with them. Israel is no longer a small tribal family. 
7KH\�DUH�D�KXJH�QDWLRQ�RI�IUHHG�VODYHV�LQ�GHVSHUDWH�QHHG�RI�D�VHW�
RI�JXLGHOLQHV�WR�IROORZ��<DKZHK��QRW�3KDUDRK��LV�WKHLU�QHZ�NLQJ�
DQG�KH�KDV�D�VHW�RI�GHPDQGV�KH�ZDQWV�KLV�SHRSOH�WR�NQRZ��*RG�
PHW�ZLWK�0RVHV� DW�0W�� 6LQDL� WR�JLYH�KLP�D�ZULWWHQ�H[SUHVVLRQ�
RI�KLV�ZLOO� IRU� WKHP�ERWK� LQGLYLGXDOO\�DQG�DV�D�QDWLRQ��7KHUH� LV�
D�ZRUG�*RG�XVHV�LQ�([RGXV������WKDW�LV�UHDOO\�LPSRUWDQW��LWłV�WKH�
word covenant. I want you to see how the law was given in the 
FRQWH[W�RI�D�FRYHQDQW�

$� FRYHQDQW� LV� DQ� DJUHHPHQW� EHWZHHQ� WZR�JURXSV� WKDW� LQYROYH�
SURPLVHV�RQ�WKH�SDUW�RI�HDFK�RWKHU��*RG�ğUVW�PDGH�D�FRYHQDQW�
ZLWK�1RDK�VD\LQJ�WKDW�*RG�ZRXOG�QHYHU�GHVWUR\�KXPDQLW\�DJDLQ�
ZLWK�D�ĠRRG��7KH�VLJQ�RI�WKDW�FRYHQDQW�ZDV�D�UDLQERZ��*RG�PDGH�
D�FRYHQDQW�ZLWK�$EUDKDP�DQG�SURPLVHG�KLV�GHVFHQGDQWV�ZRXOG�
EH�DV�QXPHURXV�DV�WKH�VWDUV�LQ�WKH�VN\��7KH�VLJQ�RI�WKDW�FRYHQDQW�
was circumcision.

)LQDOO\��*RG�FXWV�D�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�ZLWK�,VUDHO��WKURXJK�0RVHV��7KH�
VLJQ�RI�WKDW�FRYHQDQW�LV�WKH�ODZ��*RG�VD\V�WKDW�WKLV�QHZ�UHODWLRQ-
VKLS�LV�D�FRYHQDQW��$QG�ULJKW�IURP�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ��*RG�VD\V��ZH�
DUH�JRLQJ�WR�PDNH�SURPLVHV�DQG�FRPPLWPHQWV�WR�RQH�DQRWKHU��
$QG�DV�ORQJ�DV�ZH�XSKROG�WKHVH�WKHQ�RXU�UHODWLRQVKLS�LV�JRRG�DQG�
VROLG��%XW�LI�\RX��P\�QDWLRQ��YLRODWH�WKH�FRYHQDQW��LWłV�OLNH�YLRODWLQJ�
D�PDUULDJH�DQG�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�FDQ�EH�EURNHQ��7KHUH�ZLOO�EH�KXUW�
DQG�SDLQ�DQG�WKH�ZKROH�WKLQJ�FDQ�IDOO�DSDUW��6R�,�DP�PDNLQJ�WKLV�
FRYHQDQW�ZLWK�\RX��,VUDHO��WKURXJK�0RVHV��,�DP�FKRRVLQJ�WR�XQLWH�
P\VHOI�ZLWK�\RX��,�ZLOO�EH�\RXU�*RG�DQG�\RX�ZLOO�EH�P\�SHRSOH��
7KHQ�*RG�GHVFULEHV�WKH�EDVLF� LGHD�RI�WKH�FRYHQDQW��DQG�KH�GH-
ğQHV�WKDW�UHODWLRQVKLS�YHU\�VSHFLğFDOO\��

*RG�OD\V�RXW�WKH�WKUHH�LGHDV�WKDW�DUH�WR�GHğQH�WKLV�QDWLRQ�WKDW�
KH� LV� FUHDWLQJ� DQG� WKH� FRYHQDQW� KH� LV� PDNLQJ� ZLWK� WKHP�� +H�
VD\V�ğUVW�� Ń,łYH�FDUULHG�\RX�RQ�HDJOHV�ZLQJV�ń�*RG�XVHV�D�EHDX-
WLIXO�PHWDSKRU�RI� ORYLQJ�FRPSDVVLRQ��SURWHFWLRQ��VWUHQJWK��DQG�
ZDWFKIXOQHVV��'R�\RX�NQRZ�KRZ�DQ�HDJOHW�OHDUQV�WR�Ġ\"�0RPPD�
HDJOH�WDNHV�DOO�WKH�IHDWKHUV�RXW�RI�WKH�QHVW�DQG�PDNHV�LW�UHDOO\�XQ-
FRPIRUWDEOH��7KH�HDJOHWV��VLQFH�WKH\�GRQłW�OLNH�EHLQJ�LQ�WKH�QHVW�
DQ\PRUH��MXPS�RXW�DQG�IDOO�KXQGUHGV�RI�IHHW�GRZQ�XQWLO�PRPPD�
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HDJOH�VZRRSV�GRZQ�DQG�JUDEV�WKHP�ZLWK�KHU� WDORQV��6KH�WKHQ�
ĠLHV�KLJK�LQWR�WKH�DLU�DQG�GURSV�WKHP�DJDLQ��$IWHU�VHYHUDO�WULSV�
OLNH�WKLV��WKH�HDJOHWV�OHDUQ�KRZ�WR�Ġ\��6RPHWLPHV�ZKDW�VHHPV�WR�
EH�PLVHU\�LV�*RG�WHDFKLQJ�XV�KRZ�WR�Ġ\��,�EHW�*RG��WKURXJK�SDLQ�
DQG�VXIIHULQJ��LV�WHDFKLQJ�D�IHZ�RI�\RX�WR�Ġ\�WKLV�PRUQLQJ�

,Q�DGGLWLRQ�*RG�VD\V�WR�,VUDHO��Ń\RX�ZLOO�EH�P\�WUHDVXUHG�SRVVHV-
VLRQ�ń�*RG�VD\V�\RX�DUH�H[WUHPHO\�YDOXDEOH�WR�PH��\RX�DUH�PLQH��
DQG�QR�RQH�HOVH� FDQ�KDYH�\RX��<RX�ZLOO� DOVR�EH�D� ŃNLQJGRP�RI�
SULHVWV�ń�<RX�ZLOO�OLYH�D�OLIH�WKDW�LV�VHW�DVLGH�WR�ZRUVKLS�DQG�VHUYH�
PH��<RX�ZLOO�PLQLVWHU�WR�WKH�QHHGV�RI�WKH�SHRSOH��7KDW� LV�ZKDW�
SULHVWV�GR�DQG�WKDW�LV�ZKDW�\RX�ZLOO�GR�DV�P\�SHRSOH��,Q�DOO�WKLV��
*RG�VD\V��\RX�ZLOO�EH�ŃD�KRO\�QDWLRQ�ń�7KH�ZRUG�holy means set 
DSDUW�DQG�GLIIHUHQW��8QOLNH�DOO� WKH�RWKHU�QDWLRQV� WKDW�VXUURXQG�
\RX��*RG�VD\V��\RX�ZLOO�VHHN�KROLQHVV�E\�LPLWDWLQJ�PH�DQG�WKDW�
ZLOO�VHW�\RX�DSDUW��2WKHU�QDWLRQV�ZLOO�ORRN�WR�\RX�DQG�VHH�PH�

5LJKW� IURP�WKH�YHU\�EHJLQQLQJ�*RG�VD\V��KHUH� LV�D� VSHFLDO� FRY-
HQDQW�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZH�DUH�HQWHULQJ�LQWR��,�ZLOO�EH�\RXU�*RG��\RX�
ZLOO�EH�P\�SHRSOH��,�ZLOO�JXLGH��OHDG��SURWHFW��SURYLGH��DQG�ZDWFK�
RYHU�\RX��7KDWłV�P\�SURPLVH��,Q�UHWXUQ��\RX�ZLOO�EH�P\�VHUYDQWV��
P\�SULHVWV�ZKR�SXUVXH�KROLQHVV��$QG� IURP� WKHUH�*RG� OD\V�RXW�
further how he wants Israel to live within this relationship. He 
JLYHV�WKHP�WKH�7HQ�&RPPDQGPHQWV�

And God spoke all these words: “I am the Lord your 

God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land 

of slavery.

“You shall have no other gods before me.

“You shall not make for yourself an idol…

“You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your 

God…

“Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.

“Honor your father and your mother…

“You shall not murder.

“You shall not commit adultery.

“You shall not steal.

“You shall not lie…

“You shall not covet…

(Exodus 20:1–17) (edits mine)

1RWLFH�WKDW�WKH�ODZ�ZDV�JLYHQ�ZLWKLQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�*RGłV�JUD-
FLRXV�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�,VUDHO��+H�VD\V��Ń,�DP�WKH�/RUG�\RXU�*RG�
ZKR�EURXJKW� \RX�RXW� RI� VODYHU\�ń� ,Q� RWKHU�ZRUGV�� HYHQ�EHIRUH�
,łP�JLYLQJ�\RX�WKHVH�ODZV��,łYH�GHOLYHUHG�\RX�DQG�,łYH�PDGH�\RX�
P\�SHRSOH��,�GLGQłW�EULQJ�\RX�RXW�RI�VODYHU\�WR�SXW�\RX�XQGHU�D�
ZKROH�QHZ�NLQG�RI�VODYHU\�WR�WKH�ODZ��*RG�DOUHDG\�KDG�D�ORYLQJ�
UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�KLV�SHRSOH�EHIRUH�KH�JDYH�WKHP�WKH�ODZ��*UDFH�
comes before law. 

7KH�7HQ�&RPPDQGPHQWV�DUH�JLYHQ�DV�ERXQGDULHV�RI�*RGłV� UH-
ODWLRQVKLS� ZLWK� KLV� SHRSOH�� %RXQGDULHV� DUH� JRRG�� %RXQGDULHV�
DUH�KHOSIXO�� %RXQGDULHV�SURWHFW� OLIH� DQG� UHODWLRQVKLSV��&DQ�\RX�

LPDJLQH�GULYLQJ�DFURVV�WKH�*ROGHQ�*DWH�EULGJH�ZLWKRXW�DQ�H[LW�
RU�DQ�HQWUDQFH��ZLWKRXW�VSHHG�OLPLWV��\HOORZ�ODQH�OLQHV��VLGH�UDLOV��
SHGHVWULDQ�JDWHV�RU�FHQWHU�FRQHV"�1R��7KDW�ZRXOG�EH�LQVDQH��:H�
FDQ� VDIHO\� GULYH� DFURVV� WKH� *ROGHQ� *DWH� %ULGJH� EHFDXVH� WKHUH�
are boundaries and laws that protect us and give us freedom to 
HQMR\�WKH�GULYH��7KH�7HQ�&RPPDQGPHQWV�GR�WKH�VDPH�ZLWK�RXU�
UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�*RG��:KDW� LV�*RG� OLNH"�:KDW�GRHV�KH�ZDQW"�
:H�GRQłW�KDYH�WR�JXHVV�DQ\�ORQJHU�

,�ZDQW�\RX�WR�QRWLFH�WKDW�WKH�7HQ�&RPPDQGPHQWV�FDQ�EH�FDWHJR-
UL]HG�LQ�WZR�ZD\VŌRXU�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�*RG�DQG�RXU�UHODWLRQ-
VKLS�ZLWK�RWKHUV��&RPPDQGPHQWV��ŋ��FRQFHUQ�,VUDHOłV�UHODWLRQ-
VKLS�ZLWK�*RG��7KH\�GHDO�ZLWK�RXU�YHUWLFDO�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�KLP��
$QRWKHU�ZD\�WR�ORRN�DW�WKH�ğUVW�IRXU�FRPPDQGV�DUH�IRXU�ZD\V�
WR�ORYH�*RG��7KH�ğUVW�FRPPDQGPHQW�LV�WR�ZRUVKLS�*RG�DQG�*RG�
DORQH��7KH�VHFRQG�LV�VLPLODU�EXW�GLIIHUHQW��7KH�VHFRQG�FRPPDQG-
PHQW� LV� FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�ZRUVKLSSLQJ� WKH� WUXH� *RG� IDOVHO\�� QR�
LGROV��7KH�ğUVW�FRPPDQG�LV�DERXW�ZRUVKLSSLQJ�WKH�ULJKW�*RG��WKH�
VHFRQG�LV�DERXW�ZRUVKLSSLQJ�WKH�ULJKW�*RG�WKH�ZURQJ�ZD\��7KH�
WKLUG� FRPPDQGPHQWŌGRQłW� WDNH�*RGłV�QDPH� LQ� YDLQŌVLPSO\�
PHDQV��GRQłW�PLVXVH�KLV�KRO\�QDPH��$QG�WKH�IRXUWK�FRPPDQG�LV�
WR�WDNH�D�VDEEDWK��WR�UHVW�DQG�UHQHZ�RXU�VRXOV��$OO�WKHVH�DUH�ZD\V�
WR�QXUWXUH�DQG�NHHS�RXU�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�*RG�VROLG��

&RPPDQGPHQWV� �ŋ��� FRQFHUQ� RXU� UHODWLRQVKLSV� ZLWK� RWKHUV��
7KH\�GHDO�ZLWK�RXU�KRUL]RQWDO�UHODWLRQVKLSV��7KH\�DUH�VL[�ZD\V�WR�
ORYH�RXU�QHLJKERU����Ō+RQRU�\RXU�IDWKHU�DQG�PRWKHU��2XU�ORYH�
IRU�*RG�LV�H[SUHVVHG�ğUVW�ZLWKLQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�RXU�RZQ�IDPLO\��
��Ō'RQłW�PXUGHU�� )LQDOO\� D� FRPPDQG�PRVW�RI�XV�KDYH�QHYHU�
EURNHQ��2K��XQWLO�ZH�UHDG�-HVXVł�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�FRPPDQG-
PHQWV��“You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 
‘You shall not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject 
to judgment.’ But I tell you that anyone who is angry with a 
brother or sister will be subject to judgment”��0DWW������ŋ��D���
7KH�UHDOLW\�LV�WKDW�ZH�DUH�DOO�PXUGHUHUV��

��Ō'RQłW� FRPPLW� DGXOWHU\�� ,� GRXEW� WKHUH� LV� D� SHUVRQ� LQ� WKLV�
URRP�ZKR�KDVQłW� LQ� VRPH�ZD\�EHHQ�FRQIURQWHG�ZLWK� WKH�SDLQ�
RI�DGXOWHU\��$JDLQ��ZH�DUH�DOO�JXLOW\�RI� WKLV�RQH�WRR�� -HVXV�VDLG��
“But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has 
already committed adultery with her in his heart”��0DWW���������
��Ō'RQłW� VWHDO��:H�VWHDO�EHFDXVH�XOWLPDWHO\�ZH�GRQłW� WUXVW�D�
*RG�ZKR�SURYLGHV����Ō'RQłW�OLH��,VUDHO�FDQłW�KDYH�KHDOWK\�UHOD-
WLRQVKLSV�RU�FRPPXQLW\�ZLWKRXW�WUXWK�WHOOLQJ��/LHV�GDPDJH�UHOD-
WLRQVKLSV�DQG�GHVWUR\�FRPPXQLW\�����Ō'RQłW�FRYHW��,�FDQłW�HYHQ�
ZDON�WKURXJK�RXU�FKXUFK�SDUNLQJ�ORW�ZLWKRXW�FRYHWLQJ��:H�FRYHW�
ZKHQ�ZH�VHW�RXU�KHDUWV�RQ�DQ\WKLQJ�WKDWłV�QRW�ULJKWIXOO\�RXUV��

7KHUH�\RX�KDYH�LW��D�TXLFN�RYHUYLHZ�RI�WKH�7HQ�&RPPDQGPHQWV��
(DFK�FRPPDQGPHQW�FDQ�DOVR�EH�VWDWHG�SRVLWLYHO\��:RUVKLS�*RG�
DORQH��:RUVKLS�*RG�ULJKWO\��8VH�*RGłV�SRZHUIXO�QDPH�FRUUHFWO\��
5HVW�RQFH�D�ZHHN��LWłV�JRRG�IRU�\RXU�VRXO��+RQRU�\RXU�SDUHQWV�DQG�
\RXłOO�EH�EOHVVHG��%H�D�OLIH�JLYHU��%H�SXUH��%H�JHQHURXV��%H�D�WUXWK�
WHOOHU��%H�FRQWHQW��



(DFK�RI�WKH�7HQ�&RPPDQGPHQWV�DOVR�UHĠHFW�WKH�FKDUDFWHU�DQG�
QDWXUH� RI� *RG�� )RU� H[DPSOH�� ZK\� VKRXOG� ZH� QRW� OLH"� %HFDXVH�
*RG�LV�D�*RG�RI�WUXWK��+HłV�QHYHU�OLHG��:K\�VKRXOG�ZH�QRW�VWHDO"�
%HFDXVH�*RG�LV�D�*RG�ZKR�FRQVWDQWO\�JLYHV�DQG�LV�JHQHURXV�WR�
KLV�SHRSOH��,WłV�DOO�DERXW�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�*RG�DQG�ZLWK�RWKHUV��

0RVHV�JRHV�EDFN�XS�WKH�PRXQWDLQ�DQG�*RG�JLYHV�KLP�HYHQ�PRUH�
JXLGHOLQHV�IRU�WKH�SHRSOH�WR�IROORZŌWKH�ERRN�RI�WKH�&RYHQDQW��,Q�
DOO�WKHUH�DUH�����ODZV�WKDW�*RG�JLYHV�0RVHV�DQG�DOO�RI�WKHP�DUH�
WDUJHWHG�DW�SXUVXLQJ�KROLQHVV��7KDW�LV�WKH�EDVLF�HWKLF�IRU�,VUDHO��6R��
KRZ�GLG�,VUDHO�UHVSRQG�WR�*RGłV�WHQ�ZD\V�WR�OLYH�IUHH�DQG�WKH�UHVW�
RI�WKH�ODZ" “When Moses went and told the people all the Lord’s 
words and laws, they responded with one voice, “Everything the 
Lord has said we will do”��([���������7KH\�VDLG��ZH�DUH�DOO�LQ��*RG��
$IWHU�WKH�SHRSOH�FRQğUP�WKH\�ZDQW�WR�HQWHU�LQWR�WKLV�UHODWLRQVKLS�
ZLWK�*RG��0RVHV�JRHV�XS� WKH�PRXQWDLQ�DJDLQ��7KH�FRPPDQGV�
DUH�ZULWWHQ�RQ�WZR�VWRQH�WDEOHWV�WR�NHHS�VR�WKDW�,VUDHO�ZLOO�QHYHU�
IRUJHW�WKHP��*RG�WKHQ�UHYHDOV�VRPHWKLQJ�UHYROXWLRQDU\�WR�0RVHV��

*RG�ZDQWHG�D�SODFH�WR�VWD\Ō7KH�7DEHUQDFOH��*RG�ZDQWV�,VUDHO�
WR�PDNH�D�SODFH� IRU�KLP� WR� OLYH� VR� WKDW� WKH\�FDQ�ZRUVKLS�KLP��
*RG�VD\V�

“Then have them make a sanctuary for me, and 

I will dwell among them. 9 Make this tabernacle 

and all its furnishings exactly like the pattern I will 

show you” (25:8-9).

,Q�RUGHU�IRU�*RG�WR�GZHOO�ZLWK�KLV�SHRSOH��KH�QHHGHG�D�SODFH�WR�
OLYH��7KH�WDEHUQDFOH�ZRXOG�EHFRPH�*RGłV�HDUWKO\�GZHOOLQJ�IURP�
WKH�WLPH�RI�0RVHV�DOO�WKH�ZD\�WR�NLQJ�'DYLG��7KH�WDEHUQDFOH�ZDV�
a portable tent that could be moved along with Israel as they 
ZDQGHUHG� LQ� WKH�GHVHUW�� 7R�XQGHUVWDQG� WKH� LPSRUWDQFH�RI� WKH�
WDEHUQDFOH��OHWłV�JR�EDFN�WR�WKH�*DUGHQ�RI�(GHQ��

:KHQ�$GDP�DQG�(YH�ZHUH�FUHDWHG��WKHUH�ZDV�QR�QHHG�IRU�D�VSH-
FLDO�SODFH�IRU�*RG�WR�OLYH��7KH\�HQMR\HG�LQWLPDWH�IHOORZVKLS�ZLWK�
*RG�LQ�WKH�JDUGHQ��7KH�)DOO�KRZHYHU��GHVWUR\HG�WKDW�UHODWLRQVKLS�
DQG�DOLHQDWHG�$GDP�DQG�(YH�IURP�*RG��$�VSLULWXDO�ZDOO�ZHQW�XS�
DQG�WKH\�FRXOG�QR�ORQJHU�HDVLO\�HQWHU�LQWR�KLV�SUHVHQFH��$IWHU�WKH�
)DOO��SHRSOH�FRXOG�FRPH�EHIRUH�WKH�/RUG�EXW�RQO\�DW�VSHFLğFDOO\�
GHVLJQDWHG�ORFDWLRQV��7KHVH�DOWDUV�ZHUH�EXLOW�DW�WKH�KLJK�SODFHV�
VR�WKDW�WKH�KHDG�RI�WKH�IDPLO\���$EUDKDP��,VDDF��DQG�-DFRE��FRXOG�
ZRUVKLS�*RG��%XW�QRZ��WKH�SHRSOH�RI�*RG�ZHUH�D�PLJKW\�QDWLRQ��
6R�*RG�FRPPDQGV�0RVHV�WR�EXLOG�D�WDEHUQDFOH�VR�WKDW�KH�PLJKW�
be approached in worship. 

7KH�GHVLJQ�RI�WKH�WDEHUQDFOH�DQG�WKH�PDWHULDOV�XVHG�DOO�SRLQWHG�
WR�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�D�KRO\�*RG�LQ�WKH�PLGVW�RI�,VUDHO��7KH�WDEHU-
QDFOH�DUHD�ZDV�GLYLGHG�LQWR�GLIIHUHQW�SDUWV��D�FRXUW\DUG��D�+RO\�
3ODFH� DQG� D� 0RVW� +RO\� 3ODFH�� *RG� ZRXOG� GZHOO� LQ� WKH� Ń0RVW�
+RO\� 3ODFHń� DQG� QR� RQH� FRXOG� VHH� *RGłV� IDFH�� 2QO\� WKH� +LJK�
3ULHVW�FRXOG�HQWHU�WKH�0RVW�+RO\�3ODFH�RQFH�D�\HDU��RQ�WKH�'D\�
RI�$WRQHPHQW��RQ�EHKDOI�RI�WKH�SHRSOH��2XWVLGH�RI�WKH�FDPS�RI�
,VUDHO�ZDV�WKH�DUHD�IRU�*HQWLOHV�DQG�WKH�XQFOHDQ��7KH�WDEHUQDFOH�
GHPRQVWUDWHG��PRUH�WKDQ�DQ\WKLQJ�HOVH��WKDW�*RG�ZDV�ZLWK�,VUDHO�

as they journeyed through the wilderness and as they settled in 
WKH�3URPLVHG�/DQG��*RGłV�SUHVHQFH�ZDV�VHHQ�LQ�D�FORXG�GXULQJ�
WKH�GD\�DQG�ğUH�DW�QLJKW�

:KDW� KDSSHQHG� LQVLGH� WKH� WDEHUQDFOH�ZDV� DOVR� GHHSO\� VLJQLğ-
FDQW��*RG�UHTXLUHG�D�ZD\�WR�UHVWRUH�IHOORZVKLS�EHWZHHQ�D�KRO\�
*RG�DQG�D�VLQIXO�SHRSOH��2XU�VLQ�QDWXUH�NHHSV�XV�VHSDUDWHG�IURP�
*RG��6LQ�PXVW�EH�GHDOW�ZLWK��FRYHUHG��DQG�DWRQHG�IRU��+RZ�GLG�
*RG�WHDU�GRZQ�WKDW�ZDOO"�7KH�VDFULğFLQJ�RI�DQLPDOV�EHFRPHV�LQ-
VWLWXWLRQDOL]HG�LQ�WKH�SULHVWO\�VDFULğFLDO�V\VWHP�VR�WKDW�VLQ�FRXOG�
EH�FRQVWDQWO\�DWRQHG�IRU��FRYHUHG���)RU�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�*RG�WR�
OLYH�DPRQJ�KLV�SHRSOH�*RG�LQVWLWXWHV�KRO\�SHRSOHŌSULHVWV��KRO\�
SODFHVŌDOWDUV� DQG� WKH� WDEHUQDFOH�� DQG� KRO\� DFWVŌVDFULğFHV��
3ULHVWV�� KRO\� SODFHV� DQG� VDFULğFHV� DUH� DOO� UHDOO\� VWUDQJH� WR� WKH�
&KULVWLDQ� H[SHULHQFH�� %XW� LQ� WKH�2OG� 7HVWDPHQW�� WKHVH� SHRSOH��
SODFHV� DQG� DFWLRQV� ZHUH� H[WUHPHO\� VLJQLğFDQW�� 7KH\� ZHUH� WKH�
FRUH�RI�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�ZRUVKLS��

<RX�PLJKW�EH�WKLQNLQJ��ZKDWłV�WKH�ELJ�GHDO"�6LQFH�$GDP�DQG�(YH��
*RG�KDV�QRW�EHHQ�OLYLQJ�ZLWK�KLV�SHRSOH��+H�KDV�EHHQ�LQWHUDFWLQJ�
ZLWK�SHRSOH�EXW�QRW�OLYLQJ�ZLWK�WKHP��*RGłV�PLVVLRQ��WKH�ZKROH�
SRLQW�RI�7KH�6WRU\�LV�WR�UHVFXH��UHGHHP��DQG�UHVWRUH�KLV�FUHDWLRQ�
WR�ZKDW� LW�ZDV��+HUH� KH� LV� WDNLQJ� VWHSV� WR� UHVWRUH� UHODWLRQVKLS�
ZLWK�KLV�SHRSOH��WR�EULQJ�GRZQ�WKH�ZDOO�WKDW�GLYLGHV��+H�VD\V��,�
DP�JRLQJ� WR�FRPH�DQG� OLYH�DPRQJ�\RX�DJDLQ��%XW�\RX�KDYH� WR�
XQGHUVWDQG� WKDW� WKLV� LGHD�RI�*RG� OLYLQJ�DPRQJ� WKHP� LV� WRWDOO\�
QHZ�WR�WKH�,VUDHOLWHV��,WłV�D�ZKROH�QHZ�LGHD�WKDW�DFWXDOO\�VFDUHG�
WKHP��7KH\�ZHUH�WHUULğHG�RI�WKLV�SRZHUIXO�*RG��

“When the people saw the thunder and lightning 

and heard the trumpet and saw the mountain in 

smoke, they trembled with fear. They stayed at a 

distance and said to Moses, “Speak to us yourself 

and we will listen. But do not have God speak to us 

or we will die” (20:18-19).  

1RZ�*RG�ZDQWV�WR�OLYH�ZLWK�WKHP"�6R�WKLV�ZKROH�QHZ�LGHD�ZRXOG�
URFN�WKH�,VUDHOLWHłV�ZRUOG��

'XULQJ�DOO�WKLV�WLPH��0RVHV�ZDV�RQ�WKH�PRXQWDLQ�WDONLQJ�WR�*RG�
DQG�*RG� LV� WDONLQJ�DERXW�KRZ�KH� LV� UHDG\� WR�PRYH� LQ�ZLWK�KLV�
SHRSOH�DQG�OLYH�DPRQJ�WKHP��*RG�LV�OD\LQJ�RXW�DOO�WKH�JURXQG-
ZRUN� IRU� WKLV� VSHFLDO� FRYHQDQW� UHODWLRQVKLS�EXW�0RVHV�HQGV�XS�
EHLQJ�XS� WKHUH� IRU� D� UHDOO\� ORQJ� WLPH�� OLNH� ��� GD\V� ORQJ�� 6LQFH�
KHłV�EHHQ�JRQH�VR�ORQJ��SHRSOH�VWDUW�DVNLQJ�TXHVWLRQV��:KHUH�LV�
0RVHV"�,V�KH�RN"�,V�KH�HYHU�FRPLQJ�EDFN"�:KDW�VKRXOG�ZH�GR"�
:H�NLQG�RI�PLVV�(J\SW��7KH�IRRG�RXW�KHUH�VWLQNV��7KHQ�VRPHWKLQJ�
WHUULEOH�JRHV�ZURQJ�

When the people saw that Moses was so long in 

coming down from the mountain, they gathered 

around Aaron and said, “Come, make us gods who 

will go before us. As for this fellow Moses who 

brought us up out of Egypt, we don’t know what 

has happened to him.”

Aaron answered them, “Take off the gold earrings 

that your wives, your sons and your daughters are 



7KLV�PHVVDJH�IURP�6FULSWXUH�ZDV�SUHDFKHG�RQ�6XQGD\��2FWREHU����������DW�&HQWUDO�3HQLQVXOD�&KXUFK
�����6KHOO�%RXOHYDUG�_�)RVWHU�&LW\�&$�������_��������������_�ZZZ�FSFZHE�RUJ��$GGLWLRQDO�FRSLHV�DYDLODEOH�RQ�UHTXHVW�
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wearing, and bring them to me.” So all the people 

took off their earrings and brought them to Aaron. 

He took what they handed him and made it into an 

idol cast in the shape of a calf, fashioning it with a 

tool. Then they said, “These are your gods, Israel, 

who brought you up out of Egypt” (32:1-4).

$QG�MXVW�OLNH�WKDW�WKH�,VUDHOLWHV�EUHDN�WKH�ğUVW�WZR�FRPPDQGPHQWV��

%HIRUH�ZH�MXPS�WR�FULWLFL]H�WKHP��UHPHPEHU�WKH�,VUDHOLWHV�OLYHG�LQ�
(J\SW�IRU�����\HDUV��$QG�(J\SW�ZDV�D�FXOWXUH�RI�PDQ\�JRGV�VR�WKH�
LGHD�RI�PXOWLSOH�JRGV�LV�IDPLOLDU�DQG�FRPIRUWDEOH�WR�WKHP��<HV��
<DKZHK�VDYHG�WKHP�IURP�VODYHU\�LQ�(J\SW�DQG�KDV�EHHQ�OHDGLQJ�
DQG�SURYLGLQJ�IRU�WKHP�LQ�WKH�GHVHUW��EXW�DOO�RI�WKDW�KDSSHQHG�
WKURXJK�0RVHV��0RVHV�KDG�EHHQ�WKH�VROH�PHGLDWRU�EHWZHHQ�*RG�
DQG�WKH�SHRSOH��1RZ�0RVHV�LV�JRQH�DQG�LQ�WKHLU�WKLQNLQJ�*RG�LV�
JRQH�WRR��6R�$DURQ�PDNHV�D�FDOI��ZKLFK�LV�V\PEROLF�RI�VWUHQJWK��
OHDGHUVKLS��DQG�GLYLQLW\�LQ�WKH�DQFLHQW�ZRUOG��$QG�KH�VD\V��KHUH�
\RX�JR��KHUH�LV�D�JRG�WKDW�ZLOO�OHDG�\RX�VR�\RXłOO�QHYHU�EH�DORQH��
,VUDHO�GLGQłW�DFWXDOO\�EHOLHYH�WKH�JROGHQ�FDOI�ZDV�D�JRG�EXW�WKDW�
WKURXJK�LW��WKH\�FRXOG�HYRNH�*RG��7KDW�LV�ZK\�*RG�IRUELGV�LGROV�
EHFDXVH�KH�ZDQWV�XV�WR�JR�GLUHFWO\�WR�KLP��3VDOP�����������JLYHV�
XV�PRUH�LQVLJKW�LQWR�ZK\�,VUDHO�GLG�VXFK�D�GHWHVWDEOH�DFW�

They exchanged their glorious God

    for an image of a bull, which eats grass.

They forgot the God who saved them,

    who had done great things in Egypt,

7KH\� IRUJRW�*RG�� ,VQłW� LW� DPD]LQJ�KRZ�TXLFNO\�ZH� IRUJHW�*RG"�
7KDWłV�ZK\�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�6FULSWXUHV�ZH�DUH�FRQVWDQWO\�WROG�WR�
UHPHPEHU��7KDWłV�ZK\�ZH�JDWKHU��WR�UHPHPEHU�

7KH�UHVW�RI�WKH�VWRU\�LV�SUHWW\�FUD]\��0RVHV�FRPHV�EDFN�GRZQ�DQG�
D�SDUW\�LV�KDSSHQLQJ�WKDW�ZRXOG�PDNH�WKH�SHRSOH�ZKR�DWWHQGHG�
:RRGVWRFN�EOXVK��,Q�DQJHU��0RVHV�VPDVKHV�WKH�VWRQH�WDEOHWV��+H�
WDNHV�WKH�FDOI��PHOWV�LW�GRZQ��DQG�PDNHV�SHRSOH�GULQN�LW�XS��'RHV�
WKLV�VDWLVI\�\RX�QRZ�"�+H�WXUQV�WR�$DURQ�DQG�DVNV�KRZ�KH�FRXOG�
OHW�WKLV�KDSSHQ��$DURQ�JLYHV�WKH�ODPHVW�H[FXVH�HYHU��Ń,�MXVW�WKUHZ�
DOO�WKH�JROG�LQ�WKH�ğUH�DQG�ERRP��RXW�FDPH�D�FDOI�ń�0RVHV�ORRNV�DW�
KLP�OLNH��GR�\RX�WKLQN�,łP�DQ�LGLRW"�7KLQJV�JHW�PRUH�RXW�RI�FRQ-
WURO�DQG�D�ULRW�EUHDNV�RXW��7KH�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�IRXQG�PRVW�JXLOW\�
DUH�H[HFXWHG��*RG�ZLOO�QRW�EH�ZLWK�D�UHEHOOLRXV�SHRSOH��%XW�0RVHV�
LQWHUFHGHV�IRU�WKHP�DQG�VD\V��Ń,�NQRZ�\RX�DUH�PDG�DW�WKHP�IRU�
EUHDNLQJ�RXU�FRYHQDQW�ZLWK�\RX��EXW�WKH\�DUH�your�SHRSOH�ń�6R�
*RG�VD\V�� Ń2N��P\�SUHVHQFH�ZLOO�JR�ZLWK�\RX�ń�*RG�VD\V�� ,�ZLOO�
lead you by my presence. I will not abandon you. I will stay with 
\RX��0RVHV�JRHV�EDFN�XS�WKH�PRXQWDLQ��JHWV�D�QHZ�VHW�RI�VWRQH�
WDEOHWV�DQG�WKH\�JHW�WR�ZRUN�RQ�WKH�WDEHUQDFOH��([RGXV�HQGV�ZLWK�
WKH�JORU\�RI�WKH�/RUG�ğOOLQJ�WKH�WDEHUQDFOH�H[DFWO\�RQH�\HDU�DIWHU�
3KDUDRK�UHOHDVHG�WKH�,VUDHOLWHV�IURP�(J\SW��

,�ZDQW�WR�HQG�E\�DVNLQJ�WKH�TXHVWLRQ��6R�ZKDW"�:KDW�GRHV�DOO�WKLV�
PHDQ�IRU�XV�WRGD\"�+HUHłV�WKH�ELJ�LGHD��*RG�HVWDEOLVKHG�WKH�ODZ�
DQG�GZHOW� LQ� WKH�WDEHUQDFOH��DOO� WR�EH�ZLWK�KLV�SHRSOH��*RG�VWLOO�
ZDQWV�WR�EH�ZLWK�XV�WRGD\��$OO�RI�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�V\PEROV�IRU�
*RGłV�SUHVHQFH�RQ�HDUWK�ZHUH�WHPSRUDU\��7KH\�DOO�SRLQWHG�WR�WKH�
FRPLQJ�RI�-HVXV�&KULVW��*RGłV�RZQ�6RQ��ZKR��ŃEHFDPH�ĠHVK�DQG�
tabernacled for a while among us” �-RKQ�������HGLWV�PLQH���7KH�
XOWLPDWH�SXUSRVH�RI�WKH�/DZ�ZDV�WR�OHDG�XV�WR�&KULVW��-HVXV�IXOğOOV�
WKH�FHUHPRQLDO�ODZV��-HVXV�LV�RXU�JUHDW�+LJK�3ULHVW�DQG�KLV�EORRG�
RQFH�DQG�IRU�DOO�DWRQHV�IRU��FRYHUV��RXU�VLQ��+HEUHZV�����������
:LWK�WKH�EORRG�RI�-HVXV�RQ�WKH�GRRUIUDPH�RI�\RXU�OLIH��\RX�DUH�
IRUJLYHQ� DQG� JLYHQ� GLUHFW� DFFHVV� LQ� WKH�0RVW� +RO\� 3ODFH�� 1RZ��
WKURXJK�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW��ZH�DUH�WKH�QHZ�WDEHUQDFOH��7KH�FKXUFK�LV�
QRW�D�EXLOGLQJ��WKH�FKXUFK�LV�XV�DQG�ZH�DUH�WKH�SODFH�ZKHUH�*RG�
UHVLGHV��3DXO�VDLG��“Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s 
temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in your midst?” ���&RU��������

-XVW�DV�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�*RG�ğOOHG�WKH�WDEHUQDFOH��WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�
ğOOV�XV��*RG�LV�VWLOO�ZLWK�XV�WRGD\��:H�DUH�FDOOHG�E\�*RG�WR�EH�D�
NLQJGRP�RI�SULHVWV��:H�UHSUHVHQW�*RG�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��$QG�RQH�GD\�
-HVXV�ZLOO�UHWXUQ�DQG�GZHOO�ZLWK�XV�IRUHYHU�LQ�WKH�QHZ�KHDYHQV�
DQG�WKH�QHZ�HDUWK��'R�\RX�VHH"�*RG�KDV�DQG�ZLOO�GR�DQ\WKLQJ�
VKRUW�RI�VLQ�WR�EH�ZLWK�\RX��:KDWHYHU�LW�LV�\RX�DUH�JRLQJ�WKURXJK��
ZKDWHYHU� GHFLVLRQV� \RX� QHHG� WR�PDNH��ZKDWHYHU� GXPE� WKLQJV�
\RXłYH�GRQH��LI�\RX�DUH�D�IROORZHU�RI�-HVXV��KH�LV�ZLWK�\RX�

+HUH�DUH�D�IHZ�TXHVWLRQV�,�ZDQW�\RX�WKLQN�DERXW�WKLV�ZHHN��:ULWH�
GRZQ�ZKDWHYHU�JUDEV�\RXU�DWWHQWLRQ��

$P�,�VHHNLQJ�WR�GR�P\�SDUW�WR�HQVXUH�P\�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�*RG�
LV�DV�FORVH�DV�SRVVLEOH"�

$P�,�IROORZLQJ�KLV�FRPPDQGV�DQG�GLUHFWLRQ"�

$P�,� VHHNLQJ�KHDOWK\� UHODWLRQVKLSV�� ORYLQJ�RWKHUV� WKH\�ZD\� WKH�
ZRXOG�ZDQW�WR�EH�ORYHG"�

'R�,�LQYLWH�*RG�WR�GZHOO�IXOO\�LQ�P\�KHDUW�DQG�OLIH"�

How might I celebrate his presence in me and communicate 
ZLWK�KLP�PRUH�IUHHO\�DQG�PRUH�RIWHQ"�

'R�,� OLYH�ZLWK�DQ�DEVROXWH��URFN�VROLG�FRQğGHQFH�WKDW�DOO�RI�P\�
VLQV�KDYH�EHHQ�DWRQHG�IRU�WKURXJK�-HVXVł�GHDWK�RQ�WKH�FURVV�DQG�
JORULRXV�UHVXUUHFWLRQ"� 

'R�,�EHOLHYH�DQG�OLYH�OLNH�-HVXV�LV�DOZD\V�ZLWK�PH"š

¹Randy Frazee, The Story, Adult Curriculum 31 Sessions 

šI’m indebted to both Longman’s Old Testament Essentials and his Introduction 
to the Old Testament

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


