
We are in week four of our sermon series, The Story. Two weeks 

ago we looked at Joseph’s incredible life of being sold into 

slavery by his brothers, yet saving his family who betrayed him 

and the entire region from starvation. When the curtain closes 

in Genesis, the people of God are a small tribal family enjoying 

prosperity in Egypt. When the action begins in Exodus, they have 

grown to approximately 2 million people, living under intense 

bondage and cruel oppression. 

Before we get into the story itself and our passage for today, I 

have a question that helps us understanding the bigger story. 

Did you know that God intentionally sent his people to Egypt? 

When God made the covenant with Abraham he told Abraham 

that this would happen. 

Know for certain that for four hundred years your 

descendants will be strangers in a country not 

their own and that they will be enslaved and mis-

treated there (Exodus 15:13).

Why did God send his people to Egypt? To escape the famine. 

Egypt had food, but there’s more to it than this. In Egypt the 

Israelites experienced two things they could not have in the 

Promised Land: 1) they had the most powerful nation in the 

world protecting them—Egypt, and 2) due to the culture and 

religions in Egypt, they were prohibited from intermarrying 

foreigners. This resulted in an incubator environment for God’s 

people to grow from one family into a nation. God intentionally 

sent his people to Egypt so they could safely grow numerically 

into a sizable nation. 

Isn’t that comforting to know? God rules and works seemingly 

pointless circumstances to an ultimate good purpose. I bet all 

of us have been thinking about the Ebola virus this past week 

VLQFH�RXU�QDWLRQ�H[SHULHQFHG�LWV�ğUVW�GHDWK�LQ�'DOODV��+RZ�LV�*RG�
ZRUNLQJ�WKURXJK�WKLV"�:LWK�WKH�FRQĠLFW�ZLWK�,6,6�LQ�6\ULD��KRZ�LV�
God working through this? And as petrifying as both of these are, 

some experts are saying we should be much more concerned 

with the invasion of our privacy through our phones and com-

SXWHUV��+RZ�LV�*RG�ZRUNLQJ�WKURXJK�WKHVH�FKDQJHV�LQ�RXU�ZRUOG"��

As we read about how God worked in the past, we have a better 

understanding of how God is working today. And the simple ex-

planation is—don’t fear, God is in control. God is working a plan. 

And it’s a plan of salvation for anyone who will trust in God. 

Under the protection of Egypt, the Israelites have grown to 2 

million. In fact, they’ve grown so much that the Pharaoh fears 

WKHLU�SRZHU�LI�WKH\�ZHUH�WR�UHEHO��6R�KH�LVVXHV�D�KRUULğF�GHFUHH�
WR�NLOO�DOO�WKH�+HEUHZ�EDE\�ER\V��7KLQN�RI�WKH�KDUGQHVV�RI�KHDUW�
D�SHUVRQ�PXVW�SRVVHVV�WR�RUGHU�VXFK�DFWLRQ��+LVWRU\�LV�ğOOHG�ZLWK�
such men.

This is an obvious sign that the safe incubator of Egypt is no 

longer safe. God sets the plan in motion to get his people out of 

the land. 

God’s Plan 
0RVHV�LV�ERUQ�DURXQG�D�+HEUHZ�PLGZLIH�ZKR�UHIXVHV�WR�IROORZ�
Pharaoh’s order to kill the newborn babies. The daughter of 

3KDUDRK�IRXQG�0RVHV�DV�KH�ĠRDWHG�GRZQ�WR�KHU�LQ�D�EDVNHW�DQG�
had compassion for him. She adopted him and Moses grew up 

in the palace in Egypt. 

These were two key events that God set in motion. God was 

preparing Moses, as a child, for his role and his purpose that 

KH�ZRXOG�IXOğOO����\HDUV� ODWHU��)RUW\�\HDUV� ODWHU��0RVHV�PHVVHG�
up the plan by killing an Egyptian slavemaster which resulted 

LQ�0RVHV�ĠHHLQJ�(J\SW�WR�VDYH�KLV� OLIH��7KHQ�IRU����PRUH�\HDUV�
Moses herded animals in the mountainous desert. Meanwhile 

the mistreatment of God’s people in Egypt continued. 

When God determined that all of the circumstances were right, 

WKH�WLPLQJ�ZDV�ULJKW�DQG�0RVHV�ZDV�UHDG\�WR�IXOğOO�KLV�SXUSRVH��
DW�DJH�����KH�UHYHDOHG�KLPVHOI�WR�0RVHV�WKURXJK�D�EXUQLQJ�EXVK��
,Q�([RGXV�����*RG�WHOOV�KLP�ZKR�+H�LV��

Then he said, “I am the God of your father, the 

God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of 

Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, because he was 

afraid to look at God.

$QG�*RG�WHOOV�0RVHV�WKH�SODQ�LQ�YHUVH�����

So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring 

my people the Israelites out of Egypt.

The resulting events of Moses’ life are so spectacular that one 

5-year-old boy said this to his mother: “Well, mom, today we 

learned how God sent Moses behind enemy lines on a rescue 

mission to lead the Israelites out of Egypt. When he got to the 

Red Sea, his army built a pontoon bridge so all the people could 

get across safely. Then Moses called in bombers and attack he-

licopters to destroy the bridge and all the Israelites were saved. 

7KH�PRWKHU�ZDV�VWXQQHG��Ń+RQH\�LV�WKDW�UHDOO\�ZKDW�WKH\�WDXJKW�
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you?” The little boy smiled, “No, but if I told you what really hap-

pened, you’d never believe it!”

When Moses tells Pharaoh of God’s plan, Pharaoh is dismissive 

and disregards both Moses and Moses’ God. The Pharaoh is a 

simple man who understands ruling with one method—brute 

SRZHU��+H�QHYHU�VKRZV�WKH�DUW�RI�FRPSURPLVH�DQG�QHJRWLDWLRQ��
he never shows feelings of empathy for anyone. The pharaoh 

was the kind of man who relied on bullying the powerless to 

PDLQWDLQ�KLV�SRZHU��+H�ZDV�WKH�NLQG�RI�PDQ�ZKR�FUXVKHG�ZHDN�
people and promoted powerful people. 

So God showed Pharaoh just how much more powerful he was 

ZLWK����SODJXHV��(DFK�RI�WKHVH�SODJXHV�ZDV�D�GHPRQVWUDWLRQ�RI�
superiority over an Egyptian false god. And as the plagues rolled 

out, 1 by 1, everybody saw—Pharaoh, the Egyptians and the 

Israelites—that the God Moses worshipped was the most pow-

erful god in the world. God gave his people, his forming nation, 

D�IURQW�URZ�VHDW�WR�KLV�SRZHU�RQ�GLVSOD\��+LV�SHRSOH�QHHGHG�WR�
know that he was real, powerful and working for their protec-

tion and salvation. 

+HUHłV�D�EULHI�H[SODQDWLRQ�RI�WKH����SODJXHV��

» Turning the Nile to blood. Isis was the Egyptian god of the Nile. 

Khnum was the guardian of the Nile.

Ŋ�)URJV��+HJHW�ZDV�WKH�JRGGHVV�RI�ELUWK�DQG�KDG�WKH�KHDG�RI�
a frog.

» Gnats. Set was the god of the desert.

Ŋ�)OLHV��5D�ZDV�WKH�VXQ�JRG�b�8DWFKLW�ZDV�D�JRG�SRVVLEO\�UHSUH-

VHQWHG�E\�WKH�Ġ\�

Ŋ�'HDWK�RI�OLYHVWRFN�b�+DWKRU��JRGGHVV�ZLWK�D�FRZłV�KHDG�b�$SLV�
was the bull god.

Ŋ�%RLOV���6HNPHW��JRGGHVV�WKDW�KDG�SRZHU�RYHU�GLVHDVH�b�6XQX��WKH�
god of pestilence.

Ŋ�+DLO��1XW��WKH�JRGGHVV�RI�WKH�VN\�b�6HW��JRG�RI�VWRUPV�

» Locusts.  Osiris, god of crops.

Ŋ�'DUNQHVV�� 5D�� WKH� VXQ� JRG�b � +RUXV�� D� VXQ� JRG�b � +DWKRU�� VN\�
goddess.

Ŋ�'HDWK� RI� ğUVWERUQ��0LQ�� JRG� RI� UHSURGXFWLRQ�b � ,VLV�� JRGGHVV�
ZKR�SURWHFWHG�FKLOGUHQ�b�3KDUDRK��FRQVLGHUHG�D�JRG�

So Moses said, “This is what the Lord says: ‘About 

PLGQLJKW� ,�ZLOO� JR� WKURXJKRXW� (J\SW�� (YHU\� ğUVW-
ERUQ�VRQ�LQ�(J\SW�ZLOO�GLH��IURP�WKH�ğUVWERUQ�VRQ�
RI�3KDUDRK��ZKR�VLWV�RQ�WKH�WKURQH��WR�WKH�ğUVWERUQ�
son of the female slave, who is at her hand mill, 

DQG�DOO�WKH�ğUVWERUQ�RI�WKH�FDWWOH�DV�ZHOOń������ŋ���

Imagine the devastation on our church if this plague hit. It would 

be heartbreaking. Multiply that millions of times to grasp the 

heartbreak for the nation of Egypt. As we read through these 

events, your heart just pleads that Pharaoh will relent and just 

let the Israelites leave. But he doesn’t. 

The Lord had said to Moses, “Pharaoh will refuse 

to listen to you—so that my wonders may be mul-

tiplied in Egypt.” Moses and Aaron performed all 

these wonders before Pharaoh, but the Lord hard-

ened Pharaoh’s heart, and he would not let the 

Israelites go out of his country (11:9–10).

Let’s go on a slight tangent together so I can address the topic 

of God hardening Pharaoh’s heart. This is an important topic to 

clarify because misunderstanding could lead to slandering God’s 

character. What it didn’t mean—God didn’t impose hardness on 

Pharaoh’s heart while Pharaoh innocently received it. What it did 

mean—Pharaoh was a stubborn, prideful, cruel and uncompro-

mising man who made decisions in alignment with his weak and 

ĠDZHG�FKDUDFWHU��$V�KH�VSLUDOHG�GHHSHU�DQG�GHHSHU��*RG�DOORZHG�
him to go there. In contrast, often God will speak during these 

times to a person and call them to repentance. That’s not the 

case with Pharaoh. When the scriptures say that God hardened 

Pharaoh’s heart, it means that Pharaoh’s decisions hardened his 

own heart and God did nothing to stop it or to change him. 

That’s mysterious, for sure. But it’s also the only place in all of 

scripture where something like this happened. The rest of scrip-

ture describes God as unconditionally loving, gracious, compas-

sionate, slow to anger and rich in love.  

Now, let’s return to the story that’s unfolding with the plagues 

KLWWLQJ� (J\SW� DQG� WKH���WK�SODJXH� FRPLQJ�� ,Q� ([RGXV����������
*RG�JLYHV�VSHFLğF�LQVWUXFWLRQV�WR�WKH�,VUDHOLWHV�UHJDUGLQJ�WKHLU�DF-

WLRQV�DQG�WKLV���WK�SODJXH��

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, “This 

PRQWK� LV� WR� EH� IRU� \RX� WKH� ğUVW�PRQWK�� WKH� ğUVW�
month of your year. Tell the whole community of 

Israel that on the tenth day of this month each man 

is to take a lamb for his family, one for each house-

hold. If any household is too small for a whole 

lamb, they must share one with their nearest 

neighbor, having taken into account the number 

of people there are. You are to determine the 

amount of lamb needed in accordance with what 

each person will eat. The animals you choose must 

be year-old males without defect, and you may 

take them from the sheep or the goats. Take care 

of them until the fourteenth day of the month, 

when all the members of the community of Israel 

must slaughter them at twilight. Then they are 

to take some of the blood and put it on the sides 

and tops of the doorframes of the houses where 

they eat the lambs. That same night they are to eat 

WKH�PHDW� URDVWHG� RYHU� WKH� ğUH�� DORQJ�ZLWK� ELWWHU�
herbs, and bread made without yeast. Do not eat 

the meat raw or boiled in water, but roast it over 

D�ğUHŌZLWK�WKH�KHDG��OHJV�DQG�LQWHUQDO�RUJDQV��'R�



not leave any of it till morning; if some is left till 

morning, you must burn it. This is how you are to 

eat it: with your cloak tucked into your belt, your 

sandals on your feet and your staff in your hand. 

Eat it in haste; it is the Lord’s Passover.”

In these instructions we see God providing two things: estab-

lishing a calendar year for his new nation, and giving them 

physical reminders, symbols you could say, of spiritual lessons.

The perfect lamb would have been raised in the family, its blood 

is spread on the doorframe of the house. 

FoodŌPHDW�IURP�WKH�ODPE�WR�UHPLQG�WKHP�RI�LWV�VDFULğFH��ELWWHU�
KHUEV�WR�UHPLQG�WKHP�RI�WKH�ELWWHUQHVV�RI�WKHLU�VODYHU\��XQOHDY-

ened bread to remind them that God worked quickly.

Clothing—As they eat, their cloak is tucked into their belt, san-

dals are on and they’re holding their staff. 

Eat quickly—Even their action of eating quickly is a reminder 

and a lesson. 

In these next verses God explains how the blood of the lamb on 

WKH�GRRUIUDPH�ZLOO�VDYH�WKHP�IURP�WKH���WK�SODJXH�RI�GHDWK�WR�
WKH�ğUVWERUQ�PDOHV��

“On that same night I will pass through Egypt and 

VWULNH� GRZQ� HYHU\� ğUVWERUQ� RI� ERWK� SHRSOH� DQG�
animals, and I will bring judgment on all the gods 

of Egypt. I am the Lord. The blood will be a sign 

for you on the houses where you are, and when 

I see the blood, I will pass over you. No destruc-

tive plague will touch you when I strike Egypt” 

(12:12–13).

The destructive plague will pass over their house when God sees 

WKH�EORRG�RQ�WKH�GRRUSRVW��7KH�NH\�OHVVRQ�RI�WKLV���WK�SODJXH�LV�
that God will provide salvation for his people by the blood of the 

perfect lamb. 

/DVWO\��LQ�([RGXV����������*RG�LQVWUXFWV�WKHP�WR�UHPHPEHU�WKLV�
event annually with a festival. It’s like a national holiday, a time 

to remember how God rescued his people. 

“This is a day you are to commemorate; for the 

generations to come you shall celebrate it as a fes-

tival to the Lord—a lasting ordinance. For seven 

days you are to eat bread made without yeast. On 

WKH�ğUVW�GD\� UHPRYH� WKH�\HDVW� IURP�\RXU�KRXVHV��
for whoever eats anything with yeast in it from the 

ğUVW�GD\�WKURXJK�WKH�VHYHQWK�PXVW�EH�FXW�RII�IURP�
,VUDHO��2Q�WKH�ğUVW�GD\�KROG�D�VDFUHG�DVVHPEO\��DQG�
another one on the seventh day. Do no work at all 

on these days, except to prepare food for everyone 

to eat; that is all you may do.”

God set up the structure of an annual festival so his people 

would always remember how he saved them from slavery. I 

asked a Jewish leader this past week about the Passover. They 

still celebrate it with a meal called the Seder. I asked him what 

LW�PHDQV� WR� WKHP��)RU� WKHP�LW� LV�D� UHPLQGHU�RI�*RGłV�SK\VLFDO�
rescue from slavery and oppression. During the holiday pres-

ently they identify with people worldwide who are enslaved or 

oppressed, such as the Civil Rights movement or people caught 

in the sex trade. But there’s no spiritual meaning for them, 

no acknowledgment that God used a physical rescue to dem-

onstrate and teach a much more profound spiritual rescue is 

coming, that Jesus Christ will rescue his people from the slavery 

of sin by his blood. 

The term lamb is simply used, in this case, to signify the sacri-

ğFH��L�H���WKH�VDFULğFLDO�YLFWLP��WR�SD\�IRU�VRPHWKLQJ��“They must 
rededicate themselves to the Lord for the same period of dedica-
tion and must bring a year-old male lamb as a guilt offering” 
�1XP���������7KLV�ZDV�RQH�SDUW�RI�WKH�HODERUDWH�,VUDHOLWH�VDFULğ-

cial system they practiced for generations and generations. But 

there was always meant to be more. 

In Isaiah 53:7 the Old Testament prophet is predicting what will 

happen to the Messiah when he comes. “He was oppressed and 
DIĠLFWHG��\HW�KH�GLG�QRW�RSHQ�KLV�PRXWKł�KH�ZDV�OHG�OLNH�D�ODPE�
WR�WKH�VODXJKWHU��DQG�DV�D�VKHHS�EHIRUH�LWV�VKHDUHUV�LV�VLOHQW��VR�KH�
did not open his mouth.” 

Moving ahead to the beginning of the New Testament, when 

-RKQ�WKH�%DSWLVW�VDZ�-HVXV�FRPLQJ��WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�JDYH�KLP�GL-
vine insight and he said, “The next day John saw Jesus coming 
WRZDUG�KLP�DQG�VDLG��Ń/RRN��WKH�/DPE�RI�*RG��ZKR�WDNHV�DZD\�
the sin of the world!” (John 1:29).

2QH�ğQDO�H[DPSOH��DIWHU�-HVXV�GLHG�DQG�URVH�IURP�WKH�GHDG��WKH�
Apostle Paul, in 1 Corinthians 5:7, calls Jesus Christ our Passover 

lamb. God worked an amazing miracle when he rescued his 2 

million slaves from Egypt. God worked and is still working an 

even more amazing miracle by rescuing millions and millions of 

people from the slavery of sin and death. 

When Jesus started his ministry he said these words, Ń+H��*RG��
has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery 
RI�VLJKW�IRU�WKH�EOLQG��WR�VHW�WKH�RSSUHVVHG�IUHHń (Isa. 61:1). When 

-HVXV�GLHG�RQ�WKH�FURVV�DQG�URVH�DJDLQ��KH�EHFDPH�WKH�VDFULğFLDO�
lamb whose blood would cover the sins of a rebellious, lost and 

hurting humanity. God offers salvation to anyone who calls on 

his name. 

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.
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