
For those of you who missed week one of The Story, let me re-
view real quick. Chapters 1-11 of Genesis are considered to be 
WKH� LQWURGXFWLRQ� WR� WKH� ERRN�RI�*HQHVLV��*HQHVLV� DQG� WKH� ğUVW�
ğYH�ERRNV�RI�WKH�%LEOH�ZHUH�ZULWWHQ�WR�D�WLUHG�DQG�GLVFRXUDJHG�
SHRSOH�� 7KH� QDWLRQ� RI� ,VUDHO� KDV� EHHQ�ZDQGHULQJ� IRU� ��� \HDUV�
LQ�WKH�6LQDL�GHVHUW��RQ�WKH�YHUJH�RI�WKH�3URPLVHG�/DQG��UHDG\�WR�
WDNH� LW�ZLWK� -RVKXD��7ZR�ZHHNV�DJR�ZH� ORRNHG�DW� WKH� FUHDWLRQ�
of the universe, Adam and Eve’s fall into sin, and God’s story of 
UHGHPSWLRQ�WKURXJK�1RDK��7KH�ELJ�LGHD�RI�P\�VHUPRQ�ZDV��Ń7KH�
&UHDWRU�*RG� UHGHHPV� UHJDUGOHVV� RI� UHEHOOLRQ�ń�$QRWKHU�ZD\� WR�
SXW�LW�LV��Ń5HJDUGOHVV�RI�DQ\WKLQJ�ZH�KDYH�GRQH��*RG�VWLOO�ZDQWV�
WR�EH�ZLWK�XV�ń

6DGO\��ZLSLQJ�RXW�HYHU\�SHUVRQ�RQ�HDUWK�DQG�VWDUWLQJ�RYHU�ZLWK�
WKH�PRVW�ULJKWHRXV�PDQ�GLG�QRW�ZRUN��*HQHVLV����HQGV�ZLWK�WKH�
/RUG�FRQIXVLQJ�WKH�ODQJXDJHV�RI�WKH�SHRSOH�EXLOGLQJ�WKH�WRZHU�
RI�%DEHO�DQG�WKHP�EHLQJ�VFDWWHUHG�RYHU�DOO�WKH�HDUWK��&KDSWHU����
VWDUWV�ZLWK�WKH�/RUG�EUHDNLQJ�����\HDUV�RI�VLOHQFH�DQG�VSHDNLQJ�
to a man named Abram. 

7RGD\�ZH�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�UHĠHFW�RQ�WKH�OLIH�RI�$EUDKDP��+LV�VWRU\�
LV�WROG�LQ�*HQHVLV��������/HW�PH�JLYH�XV�D��������IRRW�YLHZ�EH-
FDXVH� ,�ZRQłW� EH� DEOH� WR� FRYHU� HYHU\�GHWDLO�� 7KHVH���� FKDSWHUV�
feature the formation of one family from which God creates 
a new people, places them in a new land, and invites them to 
EOHVV�DOO�KXPDQLW\��*HQHVLV����VWDUWV�ZLWK�WKH�/RUG�LQWHUUXSWLQJ�
WLPH�DQG�VSDFH�E\�VSHDNLQJ�WR�$EUDP�ZKR�ZRXOG�ODWHU�EH�QDPHG�
$EUDKDP�� 7KH� /RUG� WHOOV� $EUDKDP� WR� OHDYH� KLV� FRXQWU\�� KLV�
SHRSOH��DQG�KLV�IDWKHUłV�KRXVH�WR�JR�WR�D�ODQG�*RG�ZRXOG�VKRZ�
KLP��$EUDKDP�OHDYHV�HYHU\WKLQJ�DQG�JRHV�

Abraham also had a spouse, Sarai, who would later be named 
Sarah. She was unable to have children and proposes her own 
ZD\�WR�VWDUW�WKH�QHZ�QDWLRQ��*HQ�������6DUDK�RIIHUV�+DJDU��KHU�
maidservant, to Abraham and Ishmael is born. God blesses 
,VKPDHO��EXW�GRHV�QRW�EHJLQ�WKH�QHZ�QDWLRQ�ZLWK�KLP��$EUDKDP�
DQG�6DUDK�� DW� ���� DQG���� \HDUV� ROG� UHVSHFWLYHO\�� DUH�SURPLVHG�
WKHLU� RZQ� FKLOG�� 6DUDK� ODXJKV� DW� WKLV� ULGLFXORXV� ŃZRUG� RI� WKH�
/25'�ń� 6XSHUQDWXUDOO\�� D� ER\� LV� ERUQ� WR� WKHP� DQG� WKH\� QDPH�
KLP�,VDDF��ZKLFK�PHDQV�ŃODXJKWHUń��*HQ�������*RG�VHYHUHO\�WHVWV�
$EUDKDP�E\�WHOOLQJ�KLP�WR�RIIHU�KLV�RQO\�VRQ��,VDDF��D�WHHQDJHU��
DV�D�VDFULğFH�RQ�0W��0RULDK��,Q�*HQHVLV�����$EUDKDP�REHGLHQWO\�
UHVSRQGV�EHOLHYLQJ� WKDW�*RG�FRXOG�UDLVH�KLV�EHORYHG�VRQ�WR� OLIH�
IURP�WKH�GHDG��+HEUHZV��������$EUDKDP�SDVVHV�WKH�WHVW�RI�IDLWK�

and his son is spared. Soon after Abraham dies at the ripe old 
DJH�RI������

For today, I want us to spend the majority of our time in Genesis 
�������� ,Q� WKHVH� RSHQLQJ� YHUVHV� *RG� DQVZHUV� IRU� XV� VHYHUDO�
YHU\� LPSRUWDQW� TXHVWLRQV� DERXW� WKH� XQIROGLQJ� RI� *RGłV� SODQ��
7KH�%LEOH� LV�*RGłV� %LJ� 6WRU\� DERXW�KLV� UHOHQWOHVV� SXUVXLW� RI� KLV�
FKLOGUHQ��)URP�WKH�YHU\�EHJLQQLQJ�WR�WKH�HQG��*RG�LV�DOZD\V�DW�
ZRUN�ZRUNLQJ�RXW�KLV�JUHDW�UHVFXH�SODQ��$QG�KLV�VWRU\�LVQłW�RYHU��
,W� LQFOXGHV�XV��&KDSWHU����EHJLQV�WR�DQVZHU�WKH�TXHVWLRQ��:KR�
JHWV�WR�EH�LQ�*RGłV�VWRU\"�1RDK�ZDV�DQ�REYLRXV�SLFN��+H�ZDV�D�
ULJKWHRXV�PDQ�ZKR�ZDONHG�ZLWK�*RG��%XW�$EUDKDP�ZDV�QRW��6R��
ZKDW�GRHV�*RGłV� FKRLFH�RI�$EUDKDP�VKRZ�XV� DERXW�*RG"�+DV�
*RG� HYHU� DVNHG� \RX� WR� GR� VRPHWKLQJ� WKDW� GLGQłW�PDNH� VHQVH"�
+RZ�GRHV�*RG�FDOO�DQG�XVH�SHRSOH�WRGD\"�7KRVH�DUH�D�IHZ�TXHV-
tions we’ll consider.

The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your 
country, your people and your father’s household 
to the land I will show you.

“I will make you into a great nation,

bbbbDQG�,�ZLOO�EOHVV�\RX�

I will make your name great,

bbbbDQG�\RX�ZLOO�EH�D�EOHVVLQJ�

I will bless those who bless you,

bbbbDQG�ZKRHYHU�FXUVHV�\RX�,�ZLOO�FXUVH�

and all peoples on earth

bbbbZLOO�EH�EOHVVHG�WKURXJK�\RXń��*HQHVLV�����ŋ���

God Calls Abram
$W�WKH�RXWVHW�RI�FKDSWHU�����ZH�GRQłW�NQRZ�PXFK�DERXW�$EUDP�
(Abraham). Abraham’s father was Terah and their family lived 
LQ�8U�RI�WKH�&KDOGHDQV�DQG�ODWHU�+DUDQ��%RWK�ZHUH�FLWLHV�LQ�DQ-
FLHQW�%DE\ORQLD��ZKLFK� WRGD\� LV�PRGHUQ�GD\� ,UDT��%RWK�8U�DQG�
+DUDQ�ZHUH�LPSRUWDQW�FHQWHUV�RI�ZRUVKLS�IRU�WKH�PRRQ�JRG�FXOW��
It is very possible, probably certain, that Abraham and his family 
ZRUVKLSSHG�WKH�PRRQ�JRG��-RVKXD����������

Abraham also had a spouse, Sarah, who was barren and could 
QRW�KDYH�FKLOGUHQ��:KHQ�*RG�LQLWLDOO\�VSRNH�WR�$EUDKDP�KH�ZDV�
���\HDUV�ROG�DQG�6DUDK�ZDV�����1RZ��ODVW�WLPH�,�FKHFNHG�WKRVH�
DUH�QRW�SULPH�\HDUV�WR�VWDUW�D�IDPLO\��6XGGHQO\��DIWHU�����\HDUV�
RI�VLOHQFH��WKH�/RUG�VSHDNV�WR�$EUDKDP�DQG�WHOOV�KLP�WR�OHDYH�KLV�
country, his people, and his father’s house to a land that God 
ZRXOG�VKRZ�KLP��1RZ�EHIRUH�\RX�VD\��Ń:RZ��KRZ�H[FLWLQJ�DQG�
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DGYHQWXURXV�ń�� \RX� KDYH� WR� XQGHUVWDQG�ZKDW� *RG�ZDV� DVNLQJ�
him to do. Abraham would have to leave his country, the only 
place he’s every known, his people, which was his identity, and 
his father’s house, those he loved and cared for. Abraham would 
have to leave all that was familiar to him and set out for a place 
KHłV�QHYHU�EHHQ�� 7KLV�PHDQW� OHDYLQJ� WKH�ğQDQFLDO� DQG�SK\VLFDO�
VHFXULW\�KH�KDG�JURZQ�DFFXVWRP�WR��$EUDKDP�ZDV�D�YHU\�ZHDOWK\�
PDQ��OLYLQJ�LQ�D�PRGHUQ�FLW\��+H�ZRXOG�DOVR�EH�JLYLQJ�XS�KLV�LQ-
KHULWDQFH�DQG�ULJKW�WR�WKH�IDPLO\�ODQG��+LV�IDPLO\��WUDGLWLRQV��DQG�
KLV�ROG�ZD\V�RI�ZRUVKLS�ZRXOG�DOO�EH� OHIW�EHKLQG��/DQG�� IDPLO\�
and inheritance were three of the most important elements in 
DQFLHQW�VRFLHWLHV��:KDW�*RG�ZDQWHG�$EUDKDP�WR�GR�ZDV�ULVN\��
FRVWO\��DQG�GDQJHURXV��$EUDKDP�ZDV�SODFLQJ�KLV�IDPLO\łV�VXUYLYDO��
WKHLU�LGHQWLW\�DQG�WKHLU�IXWXUH�LQ�WKH�KDQGV�RI�WKH�/RUG�

,I�$EUDKDP�REH\V�� LI�KH� WUXVWV�*RG�� WKHQ� WKH�/RUG�SURPLVHV� WR�
LQFUHGLEO\�EOHVV�KLP��'LG�\RX�QRWLFH�KRZ�PDQ\�WLPHV�*RG�VD\V��
Ń,� ZLOOń� LQ� WKLV� SDVVDJH"� 7KLV� WH[W�� OLNH� WKH� UHVW� RI� WKH� %LEOH�� LV�
more about what God does for Abraham and his people than 
what Abraham does for God. God makes seven promises to 
$EUDKDP�Ń,�ZLOO�PDNH�\RX�LQWR�D�JUHDW�QDWLRQ�ń�$�QDWLRQ�LQFOXGHV�
D�SHRSOH�ZLWK�SROLWLFDO�FRQWURO�RI�LWV�RZQ�DIIDLUV�DQG�GHVWLQ\��Ń,�
ZLOO� EOHVV� \RX�ń� 7KH�ZRUG� IRU� EOHVV�PHDQV� WR�PDNH� IHUWLOH� DQG�
YLFWRULRXV��$EUDKDP�OLYHG�D�ORQJ��IXOO��DQG�ULFK�OLIH��Ń,�ZLOO�PDNH�
\RXU�QDPH�JUHDW�ń�,Q�WKH�DQFLHQW�ZRUOG�QDPHV�ZHUH�YHU\�LPSRU-
WDQW�DQG�UHĠHFWHG�D�SHUVRQłV�FKDUDFWHU��7RGD\��$EUDKDPłV�QDPH�
LV�UHQRZQ��$PRQJ�-HZV��&KULVWLDQV��DQG�0XVOLPV��DOO�WKUHH�PDMRU�
ZRUOG�UHOLJLRQV�KRQRU�$EUDKDP�DV�D�IRXQGHU�RI�WKHLU�IDLWK��*RG�
VD\V��Ń,�ZLOO�EOHVV�WKRVH�ZKR�EOHVV�\RXń�DQG�ŃZKRHYHU�FXUVHV�\RX�
,�ZLOO� FXUVH�ń�*RG�SURPLVHV� WR�EOHVV� WKRVH�ZKR�EOHVV�$EUDKDP�
and curse those who curse him. These promises build up to a 
FOLPDFWLF��ŃDOO�SHRSOHV�RQ�HDUWK�ZLOO�EH�EOHVVHG�WKURXJK�\RX�ń�*RG�
SURPLVHV� $EUDKDP�ZLOO� EH� D� EOHVVLQJ� WR� DOO� QDWLRQV�� $EUDKDP�
ZRXOG�EH�EOHVVHG�VR�WKH�-HZLVK�QDWLRQ�FRXOG�SDVV�RQ�WKDW�EOHVVLQJ�
WR�RWKHUV��7KURXJK�WKH�VHHG�RI�$EUDKDP�WKH�ZKROH�ZRUOG�ZRXOG�
be blessed. 

:KHQ� ZH� WDON� DERXW� ,VUDHO� DV� *RGłV� FKRVHQ� SHRSOH� ZH� QHHG�
to understand the purpose of that. God chose Israel not just 
WR�EOHVV� WKHP��QRW�DV� WKH�HQG�JDPH��EXW�VR�WKURXJK�WKHP�WKH�
whole world would be blessed. From the very start, Israel had a 
PLVVLRQDU\�SXUSRVH��8OWLPDWHO\��WKLV�SURPLVH�ZRXOG�EH�IXOğOOHG�
LQ� -HVXV�� -HVXV� ZDV� RQH� RI� $EUDKDPłV� GHVFHQGDQWV�� 7KURXJK�
-HVXV�WKH�EOHVVLQJ�RI�VDOYDWLRQ�ZRXOG�EH�DYDLODEOH�WR�HYHU\RQH��
3DXO�FRXOG�HYHQ�VD\�WR�WKH�*DODWLDQV��“There is neither Jew nor 
Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, 
for you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then 
you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise” 
�*DODWLDQV������������

Those are some incredible promises, but how will Abraham 
UHVSRQG"

6R�$EUDP�ZHQW��DV�WKH�/RUG�KDG�WROG�KLP��DQG�/RW�
ZHQW�ZLWK�KLP��$EUDP�ZDV�VHYHQW\�ğYH�\HDUV�ROG�
when he set out from Harran. He took his wife 
Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had 
accumulated and the people they had acquired in 
Harran, and they set out for the land of Canaan,and 
WKH\�DUULYHG�WKHUH�

$EUDP�WUDYHOHG�WKURXJK�WKH�ODQG�DV�IDU�DV�WKH�VLWH�
of the great tree of Moreh at Shechem. At that 
time the Canaanites were in the land. The Lord 
appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I 
ZLOO�JLYH�WKLV�ODQG�ń�6R�KH�EXLOW�DQ�DOWDU�WKHUH�WR�WKH�
Lord, who had appeared to him.

From there he went on toward the hills east of 
Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the 
west and Ai on the east. There he built an altar to 
the Lord and called on the name of the Lord.

Then Abram set out and continued toward the 
1HJHY��YHUVHV��ŋ���

Abram Obeys in Faith
,�ZRQGHU�KRZ�ORQJ�LW�WRRN�$EUDKDP�WR�DFWXDOO\�OHDYH�KLV�KRPH"�
'LG�KH�SDFN�XS�WKDW�QLJKW"�'LG�KH�ZDLW�D�IHZ�ZHHNV�RU�PRQWKV"�
:H�GRQłW�NQRZ��7KH�WH[W�MXVW�VD\V�KH�OHIW��,WłV�DOVR�LQWHUHVWLQJ�WKDW�
$EUDKDP�QHYHU� VSHDNV� LQ� WKLV� SDVVDJH��'LG� KH� HYHU� DVN�� Ń:K\�
PH�*RG"ń�RU� Ń$UH�\RX�VXUH�\RX�KDYH� WKH� ULJKW�JX\"ń�:H�GRQłW�
NQRZ��:KDWłV� DOZD\V� DPD]HG� PH� ZDV� KLV� DJH�� $EUDKDP� ZDV�
���\HDUV�ROG�DQG�6DUDK�ZDV�����7KH\�PXVW�KDYH�ZRQGHUHG�KRZ�
*RG�ZRXOG�XVH�WKHP�WR�DFFRPSOLVK�KLV�SODQ��1RW�RQO\�ZHUH�WKH\�
old, but Sarah couldn’t have children. In the ancient world this 
ZDV�D� WUDJLF� VLWXDWLRQ� WR�EH� LQ��+RZ�ZRXOG�*RG�FUHDWH�D�JUHDW�
QDWLRQ�WKURXJK�D�EDUUHQ�ZRPDQ"�+RZ�ZRXOG�WKH\�VXUYLYH�WKH�
GDQJHURXV�����PLOH�MRXUQH\"�

I’ve learned if our plans make sense to us, they are often not 
God’s! God’s plan doesn’t make any sense, but it doesn’t seem 
WR�PDWWHU��$EUDKDP� OHDYHV��2EH\LQJ�*RGłV�ZRUG� LV�QHYHU�HDV\��
LV� LW"� ,I� LW�ZHUH� HDV\��ZHłG� DOO� EH�PXFK�EHWWHU� DW� LW��:H� VRPH-
WLPHV� EHOLHYH� LI�ZH�REH\�*RG� WKHQ� WKLQJV� VKRXOG� DOO�ZRUN� RXW�
DQG�JR�VPRRWKO\��7KH�OLIH�RI�$EUDKDP�VKRZV�XV�WKDW�LV�VHOGRP�
the case. Abraham’s obedience soon meets trouble. Verse 6 says, 
“the Canaanites were in the land.”�:K\�LV�WKDW�WKHUH"�7R�UHPLQG�
XV�WKDW�WKH�3URPLVHG�/DQG��ZKHUH�*RG�WROG�$EUDKDP�WR�JR��ZDV�
already occupied by another nation. These people were not just 
JRLQJ�WR�IUHHO\�JLYH�WKHLU� ODQG�WR�$EUDKDP��Ń2K��*RG�VSRNH�WR�
\RX"�:HOO�WKDWłV�QLFH��EXW�ZH�KDYH�VHYHUDO�JRGV�ZKR�WHOO�XV�WKLV�
LV�RXU�ODQG�ń

$QG� WKDW� ZDVQłW� WKH� RQO\� REVWDFOH� LQ� $EUDKDPłV� ZD\�� /RW�� KLV�
QHSKHZ�� JHWV� LQWR� WURXEOH� LQ� 6RGRP� DQG�*RPRUUDK��1RW� RQO\�
WKDW��EXW�$EUDKDP�DQG�6DUDK�ZRXOG�KDYH�WR�ZDLW����\HDUV�WR�ğ-
QDOO\�JHW�SUHJQDQW��)DLWK� LV�RIWHQ�DQ�H[HUFLVH� LQ�SDWLHQFH��)DLWK�
RIWHQ�JHWV�WHVWHG��2EHGLHQFH�LV�FRVWO\��7KDWłV�ZK\�,�WKLQN�WKH�/RUG�
DSSHDUV�WR�$EUDKDP�D�VHFRQG�WLPH�WR�UHDVVXUH�KLP��+H�VD\V�LQ�



YHUVH� ��� “To your offspring I will give his land.”�'HVSLWH� \RXU�
circumstance, doubts, and obstacles, I will� JLYH� \RX� WKLV� ODQG��
7KDW�LV�P\�SURPLVH��5HPHPEHU��$EUDKDP�ZDV�QRW�WROG�&DQDDQ�
ZDV� WKH� ODQG�*RG�ZDV� OHDGLQJ�KLP� WR�XQWLO� KH� JRW� WKHUH�� ,VQłW�
WKDW�FUD]\"�)DLWK�XVXDOO\�ERUGHUV�RQ�WKH�FUD]\��*RG�VDLG��MXVW�REH\�
PH��ZDON� LQ�IDLWK�� WDNH� LW�RQH�GD\�DW�D�WLPH��DQG�ZKHQ�\RX�JHW�
WKHUH��,łOO�OHW�\RX�NQRZ��,I�HYHU\WKLQJ�PDGH�VHQVH�DQG�ZRUNV�RXW�
problem-free, we don’t need faith; we don’t need to trust God.

$EUDKDP� REH\HG� *RG�� +LV� IDLWK� ZDV� GHPRQVWUDWHG� E\� REHGL-
HQFH��1RW�RQO\�GRHV�KH�JR�WR�&DQDDQ��EXW�KH�EXLOGV�DQ�DOWDU�WR�
WKH�/RUG�DQG�ZRUVKLSV��%\�EXLOGLQJ�DQ�DOWDU�KHłV�VD\LQJ��Ń7KLV�LV�
P\�*RG�ń�DQG�QRW�RQO\�WKDW��KH�ZDV�VD\LQJ��Ń7KLV�LV�KLV�ODQG��,łP�
VWDNLQJ� LW� RXW� IRU�KLP�ń�7KLV�ZDV�DQ�DFW�RI� IDLWK�� )DLWK� LV�GHP-
RQVWUDWHG� E\� REHGLHQFH��:KHQ� -HVXV� VDLG� WR� KLV� ğUVW� GLVFLSOHV��
Ń)ROORZ� PH�ń� WKDW� GHPDQGHG� REHGLHQFH� ZLWKRXW� ZKLFK� WKHLU�
faith would have been useless. And faith is hard because so often 
LW�GRHVQłW�PDNH�DQ\�VHQVH�RQ�D�KXPDQ�OHYHO��0DUWLQ�/XWKHU�.LQJ�
VDLG��Ń)DLWK�LV�WDNLQJ�WKH�ğUVW�VWHS�HYHQ�ZKHQ�\RX�GRQłW�VHH�WKH�
ZKROH�VWDLUFDVH�ń

6RPH�RI�\RX�DUH�EHLQJ�FDOOHG�ULJKW�QRZ�WR�WDNH�D�VWHS�RI�IDLWK��,�
GRQłW�WKLQN�*RG�HYHU�ZRUNV�LQ�VLJQLğFDQW�ZD\V�DSDUW�IURP�WKLV��
2QH�RI�WKH�JUHDWHVW�PLQLVWU\�H[SHULHQFHV�,�HYHU�KDG�FDPH�DIWHU�
,�REH\HG�D�FDOO�IURP�*RG�PRVW�SHRSOH�DURXQG�PH�WKRXJKW�ZDV�
IRROLVK�� ,� ZDV� D� VHQLRU� LQ� FROOHJH�� SUHSDULQJ� WR� JUDGXDWH� IURP�
EXVLQHVV� VFKRRO�ZLWK� DERXW� ��� MRE� RIIHUV� RQ� WKH� WDEOH�� ,Q� WKH�
midst of all that, I was asked by my youth pastor to move with 
KLP�WR�/DV�9HJDV�WR�VWDUW�D�QHZ�FKXUFK��0DQ\�RI�\RX�NQRZ�WKLV�
VWRU\�� ,W� GLGQłW�PDNH� DQ\� VHQVH� IRU�PH� WR�PRYH� WR� /DV� 9HJDV��
%XW��WKURXJK�D�VHULHV�RI�HYHQWV�� ,�VHQVHG�*RGłV�FDOO�DQG�PRYHG��
$QG�JXHVV�ZKDW"�*RG� LQFUHGLEO\�EOHVVHG�PH�ZLWK�D�ZRQGHUIXO�
PLQLVWU\�DQG�P\�LQFUHGLEOH�ZLIH��7KHQ�*RG�GLG�LW�DJDLQ��,�FRXOG�
KDYH�VWD\HG�DQG�OLYHG�D�YHU\�FRPIRUWDEOH�OLIH�LQ�/DV�9HJDV�ZLWK�
D�WKULYLQJ�PLQLVWU\�DQG�KXJH�KRXVH�ZLWK�D�SRRO��%XW�*RG�VDLG�JR�
WR�EDFN�WR�WKH�OHDVW�FKXUFKHG��PRVW�H[SHQVLYH��LQVDQH�SODFHV�WR�
OLYH�LQ�DOO�WKH�ZRUOG��*RG�LV�VWLOO�FDOOLQJ�XV�WRGD\�WR�WDNH�ULVN\�VWHSV�
RI�IDLWK��,Q�D�ZD\��KH�WHOOV�XV�DOO�WR�ŃJRń�MXVW�DV�KH�WROG�$EUDKDP��
Jesus said, “Go and make disciples of all nations...”� �0DWWKHZ�
��������7KLV�GRHVQłW�PHDQ�ZHłUH�DOO� FDOOHG� WR� OHDYH�RXU�KRPHV��
but we’re all part of God’s plan to reach the nations.

There are probably tons more lessons we could learn from 
Abraham’s life but I’d like to focus on just two more applications 
IURP�KLV� OLIH�RI� IDLWK�� 7KH�ğUVW� LV��*RG� FDQ� FDOO� DQ\ERG\�� 7R�DQ�
ROG�� FKLOGOHVV�� LGRO�ZRUVKLSSLQJ� FRXSOH� LQ� WKH� ZURQJ� ORFDWLRQ��
God speaks to them and invites them on a journey of faith. So 
RIWHQ��ZH�FRXQW�RXW�WKH�YHU\�SHRSOH�*RG�LV�H[FLWHG�WR�XVH��2IWHQ�
WLPHV�WKDWłV�RXUVHOYHV��/LNH�PH��PD\EH�\RX�GLG�QRW�JURZ�XS�LQ�
a Christian home. For years I didn’t believe God could ever use 
me. God’s choice of Abraham offers you hope today that there’s 
D�VSRW�IRU�\RX�LQ�7KH�6WRU\�WRR��0D\EH�\RX�IHHO�OLNH�\RXłYH�EORZQ�
it; I’ve been there too! You’ve worshipped lots of counterfeit 

JRGV� OLNH� VH[��PRQH\�� DQG� SRZHU� LQ� \RXU� OLIH�� <RXłYH� WKRXJKW��
Ń:K\�ZRXOG�*RG�ZDQW�DQ\WKLQJ�WR�GR�ZLWK�PH"ń�*RGłV�FKRLFH�
to call Abraham offers you hope that there’s space for former 
LGRO�ZRUVKLSSHUV��0D\EH�\RX� IHHO� OLNH�\RXU� WLPH�KDV�SDVW�� WKDW�
your best days are behind you. You think that you don’t have the 
HQHUJ\�WR�NHHS�XS�ZLWK�DOO�WKHVH�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�WRGD\��<RX�VWLOO�XVH�
D�ĠLS�SKRQH��*RGłV�GHFLVLRQ�WR�FDOO�$EUDKDP�DQG�6DUDK�DQG�XVH�
them in his Story offers you hope today that he’s not done with 
you. If you are still alive, God’s not done with you. 

<RX�PLJKW�EH�WKLQNLQJ��Ń<HDK��EXW�5RE��FRPH�RQ��$EUDKDP�ZDV�
D�RQH�WLPH�H[FHSWLRQ�ń�%XW�\RXłG�EH�ZURQJ��&RQVLGHU�D�IHZ�H[-
amples from the rest of the Story. Abraham and Sarah were old. 
,VDDF�ZDV�LQVHFXUH��/HDK�ZDV�XQDWWUDFWLYH��-RVHSK�ZDV�D�UHIXJHH�
VODYH��0RVHV�ZDV�D�PXUGHUHU�ZKR�VWXWWHUHG��*LGHRQ�ZDV�IHDUIXO��
6DPVRQ� ZDV� DUURJDQW�� 5DKDE� ZDV� D� SURVWLWXWH�� 'DYLG� KDG� DQ�
DIIDLU� DQG� WKHQ� NLOOHG� D� PDQ� WU\LQJ� WR� FRYHU� KLV� WUDFNV�� (OLMDK�
ZDV�VXLFLGDO�� -HUHPLDK�VWUXJJOHG�ZLWK�GHSUHVVLRQ�� -RQDK�ZDV�D�
SUHMXGLFLDO�UDFLVW��0DU\�ZDV�D�SRRU�WHHQDJH�JLUO��-RKQ�WKH�%DSWLVW�
ZDV�D�EXJ�HDWHU��3HWHU�ZDV�LPSXOVLYH��0DUWKD�ZRUULHG�D�ORW��7KH�
6DPDULWDQ�ZRPDQ�KDG�VHYHUDO�IDLOHG�PDUULDJHV��7KRPDV�ZDV�D�
VNHSWLF��3DXO�KDG�SRRU�KHDOWK��$QG�7LPRWK\�ZDV�WLPLG�

6R��ZKDWłV�\RXU�H[FXVH"�:KDW�UHDVRQ�KDYH�\RX�EHHQ�WHOOLQJ�\RXU-
VHOI�ZK\�*RG�FDQłW�FDOO�DQG�XVH�\RX"�*RG�FDQ�FDOO�anybody. For 
VRPH�RI�\RX� WKDW� FDOO� LV�ZKHUH�\RX�ZRUN��5HFHQWO\� ,�KHDUG� WKH�
&(2�RI�90:DUH�VD\�KH�LV�QRW�WKH�&(2��EXW�WKH�&62��WKH�&KLHI�
6SLULWXDO� 2IğFHU�� DQG� LQ� KLV� PLQLVWU\� DUH� ������� HPSOR\HHV��
0D\EH�\RXU� FDOO� LV� WR�EH�D�PRWKHU�� ,�EHOLHYH� WKDW� LV�RQH�RI� WKH�
PRVW� GLIğFXOW� FDOOLQJV� WR� KDYH��0D\EH� \RXU� FDOOLQJ� LV� WR� ZRUN�
ZLWK�WHHQDJHUV��*RG�KDV�FDOOHG�XV�DOO�WR�PLQLVWU\�KHUH�RQ�WKH�6)�
3HQLQVXOD��*RG�LV�HYHQ�EULQJLQJ�WKH�QDWLRQV�WR�XV���

The second lesson is, Faith is proven by obedience. Abraham 
ZDV� VDIH�� VHFXUH� DQG� ULFK�� VR�ZK\� OHDYH� DOO� WKDW"�%HFDXVH� IDLWK�
is not built in comfort and security. Faith is built under pres-
VXUH��)DLWK�LV�EXLOW�E\�REH\LQJ�*RGłV�:RUG�ZKHQ�LW�GRHVQłW�PDNH�
VHQVH��ZKHQ�\RX�GRQłW�NQRZ�ZKHUH�\RX�DUH�JRLQJ�RU�KRZ�*RG�
LV�JRLQJ�WR�FRPH�WKURXJK�IRU�\RX��7UXH�1RUWK�IRU�$EUDKDP�ZDV�
WR�GDLO\�VXUUHQGHU�KLV�SODQV�DQG�REHGLHQWO\�ZDON�ZLWK�WKH�/RUG��
7KDW�PHDQW�WDNLQJ�RQH�VWHS�RI�IDLWK�DQG�RQH�VWHS�RI�REHGLHQFH�
HYHU\�GD\��+H�GLGQłW�QHHG�DOO� WKH�DQVZHUV� WR�KLV�TXHVWLRQV��+H�
GLGQłW�QHHG�WR�KDYH�LW�DOO�ğJXUHG�RXW�HLWKHU��+H�ZDVQłW�VKDNHQ�E\�
KLV�FLUFXPVWDQFHV��+H�VLPSO\�REH\HG��$�:��7R]HU�VD\V�WKLV��Ń7KH�
%LEOH� UHFRJQL]HV�QR� IDLWK� WKDW�GRHV�QRW� OHDG� WR�REHGLHQFH��QRU�
GRHV�LW�UHFRJQL]H�DQ\�REHGLHQFH�WKDW�GRHV�QRW�VSULQJ�IURP�IDLWK��
7KH�WZR�DUH�DW�RSSRVLWH�VLGHV�RI�WKH�VDPH�FRLQ�ń�)DLWK�LV�OLYHG�RXW�
WKURXJK�REHGLHQFH��DQG�REHGLHQFH� LV� IXHOHG�E\�IDLWK��*RG�FDOOV�
KLV�SHRSOH�WR�OLYH�E\�IDLWK�WKURXJK�DFWV�RI�REHGLHQFH��,V�WKHUH�DQ\�
DUHD�LQ�\RXU�OLIH�ZKHUH�\RX�DUH�QRW�EHLQJ�REHGLHQW�WR�*RG"�:KDW�
DUH�\RX�JRLQJ�WR�GR�DERXW�WKDW"�
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+HDU�PH�ZHOO��,łP�QRW�VD\LQJ�WKDW�\RX�VKRXOG�WU\�WR�PXVWHU�PRUH�
faith and act obediently because that’s how to honor God. The 
truth is you will fail. I will fail. You won’t always obey God all 
the time either. And thankfully God is not impressed with our 
RXWZDUG�SHUIRUPDQFH�DQ\ZD\��7KH�*RRG�1HZV� LV� WKDW� WKHUH� LV�
someone who obeyed God perfectly his entire life. Jesus always 
GLG�WKH�ULJKW�WKLQJ�IRU�WKH�ULJKW�UHDVRQ��+LV�REHGLHQFH�ZRXOG�OHDG�
to the cross, where he would die in your place and for your sins. 
So when God looks at you he sees Jesus’ faith and his obedience, 
QRW�\RXUV��2QFH�ZH�HPEUDFH�ZKDW�*RG�KDV�GRQH�IRU�XV�LQ�-HVXV��
we are free to live by faith. Faith not based on a set of rules. Faith 

QRW�EDVHG�RQ�KRZ�ZHOO�ZH�GR��:H�REH\� WKHQ��RXW�RI�RXU� ORYH�
DQG�JUDWHIXOQHVV�IRU�-HVXV�DQG�KLV�ZRUN�LQ�XV��-HVXV�VDLG�LQ�-RKQ�
�������“If you love me, keep my commands.”�/RYH�PRWLYDWHV�XV�
to obey. God loves obedience because it shows we trust him. 

<RXU� IDLWK� DQG�P\� IDLWK�ZLOO� H[SHULHQFH� XSV� DQG� GRZQV��:HłOO�
KDYH�WLPHV�ZKHQ�ZH�ODXJK�DQG�GRXEW�DQG�JR�RII�DQG�WU\�WR�JHW�LW�
GRQH�RQ�RXU�RZQ��ZKLFK�DOZD\V�HQGV�LQ�D�GLVDVWHU��%XW�KHUHłV�WKH�
GHDO��:KHQ�\RXłUH�IDLWKOHVV��*RG�UHPDLQV�IDLWKIXO�

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


