
7KLV�PRUQLQJ�ZHłUH�ğQLVKLQJ�RXU�VHULHV�FDOOHG��Ń%XLOGLQJ�D�+RPH��
2QH�5RRP�DW�D�7LPH�ń�:HłYH�VDW�LQ�WKH�GLIIHUHQW�URRPV�LQ�D�W\S-
LFDO�KRPH�DQG�UHĠHFWHG�RQ�ZKDW�LW�PHDQV�WR�EH�D�IDPLO\��7RGD\�
ZHłUH�JRLQJ�RXW�WR�WKH�EDFN\DUG�DQG�WDONLQJ�DERXW�VLEOLQJV��0\�
JXHVV�LV�\RXłYH�QHYHU�KHDUG�D�VHUPRQ�RQ�VLEOLQJV�DQG�\HW��ZKHQ�
\RX�WKLQN�DERXW�LW��VLEOLQJV�SOD\�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�SDUW�LQ�VR�PDQ\�RI�
RXU�OLYHV��7KLQN�RI�DOO�WKH�IDPRXV�VLEOLQJV�ZHłUH�IDPLOLDU�ZLWK��WKH�
:ULJKW�EURWKHUV��WKH�3RLQWHU�VLVWHUV��WKH�.HQQHG\V��WKH�+DUEDXJK�
EURWKHUV��DQG�RI�FRXUVH��WKH�.DUGDVKLDQV��:KLOH�we�PD\�QRW�EH�
IDPRXV��PRVW�RI�XV�KHUH�KDYH�DW�OHDVW�RQH�VLEOLQJ�

,�KDYH�RQH�EURWKHU��+HłV�WZR�DQG�D�KDOI�\HDUV�ROGHU�WKDQ�PH�DQG�
KLV�QDPH�LV�0LNH��+H�OLYHV�LQ�6RXWKHUQ�&DOLIRUQLD�DQG�WKH�SDVW����
\HDUV�KHłV�EHHQ�LQ�WKH�DWKOHWLF�VKRH�EXVLQHVV��:KHQ�KH�ZDV����
KH�OHIW�KRPH�WR�DWWHQG�FROOHJH�DW�86&�ZKHUH�KH�KDG�D�IRRWEDOO�
VFKRODUVKLS��7KDW�ZDV����\HDUV�DJR�DQG�ZHłYH�QHYHU�OLYHG�XQGHU�
WKH�VDPH�URRI�VLQFH�WKH�GD\�KH�OHIW��%XW�DV�,�WKLQN�DERXW�P\�RZQ�
OLIH��WKDW�UHODWLRQVKLS�PD\�KDYH�VKDSHG�PH�PRUH�WKDQ�DQ\�RWKHU�
,łYH�KDG���

)RU�D�ORQJ�WLPH��UHVHDUFKHUV�KDYH�WULHG�WR�QDLO�GRZQ�ZKDW�IDFWRUV�
PROG�RXU�SHUVRQDOLW\��6RPH�VDLG�LW�ZDV�RXU�SDUHQWV��SDUWLFXODUO\�
RXU�PRWKHUV��2WKHUV�KDYH�VDLG�LW�ZDV�RXU�JHQHV��6WLOO�RWKHUV�IRFXV�
RQ� RXU� SHHUV�� %XW�� LQFUHDVLQJO\�� VFLHQWLVWV� VD\�PD\EH� WKH�PRVW�
SRZHUIXO� IRUFH� LV�RXU� VLEOLQJV��$� IHZ�\HDUV�DJR�Time�PDJD]LQH�
UDQ�DQ�DUWLFOH�FDOOHG�Ń7KH�1HZ�6FLHQFH�RI�6LEOLQJV�ń�/LVWHQ�WR�ZKDW�
LW�VDLG��Ń)URP�WKH�WLPH�WKH\łUH�ERUQ��RXU�EURWKHUV�DQG�VLVWHUV�DUH�
RXU� FROODERUDWRUV� DQG� FR�FRQVSLUDWRUV�� RXU� UROH� PRGHOV� DQG�
FDXWLRQDU\�WDOHV��7KH\łUH�RXU�VFROGV��SURWHFWRUV��JRDGV��WRUPHQ-
WRUV�� SOD\PDWHV�� FRXQVHORUV�� VRXUFHV� RI� HQY\�� REMHFWV� RI� SULGH��
7KH\�WHDFK�XV�KRZ�WR�UHVROYH�FRQĠLFWV�DQG�KRZ�QRW�WR��KRZ�WR�
FRQGXFW�IULHQGVKLSV�DQG�ZKHQ�WR�ZDON�DZD\�IURP�WKHP��6LVWHUV�
WHDFK�EURWKHUV�DERXW�WKH�P\VWHULHV�RI�JLUOV��EURWKHUV�WHDFK�VLVWHUV�
DERXW�WKH�SX]]OH�RI�ER\V��2XU�VSRXVHV�DUULYH�FRPSDUDWLYHO\�ODWH�
LQ�RXU�OLYHV��RXU�SDUHQWV�HYHQWXDOO\�OHDYH�XV��2XU�VLEOLQJV�PD\�EH�
WKH�RQO\�SHRSOH�ZHłOO� HYHU� NQRZ�ZKR� WUXO\�TXDOLI\� DV�SDUWQHUV�
IRU�OLIH��Ł6LEOLQJV�ł�VD\V�IDPLO\�VRFLRORJLVW�.DWKHULQH�&RQJHU�RI�8&�
'DYLV��ŁDUH�ZLWK�XV�IRU�WKH�ZKROH�MRXUQH\�łń

<RX�GRQłW�KDYH�WR�UHDG�IDU�LQ�WKH�%LEOH�WR�VHH�WKH�SRZHUIXO�LQĠX-
HQFH� VLEOLQJV� KDYH� RQ�XV�� 5LJKW� LQ� WKH� ERRN� RI�*HQHVLV� WKHUHłV�
&DLQ� DQG� $EHO�� WKHQ� \RX� KDYH� 1RDKłV� VRQV�� 6KHP�� +DP� DQG�
-DSKHWK��5HDG�D�ELW�IXUWKHU�DQG�\RX�KDYH�D�VRUGLG�WDOH�DERXW�/RWłV�
GDXJKWHUV��7KHQ�WKHUHłV�5DFKHO�DQG�/HDK��5HDG�RQ�LQ�WKH�ERRN�RI�
([RGXV�DQG�WKHUHłV�0RVHV��$DURQ�DQG�WKHLU�VLVWHU�0LULDP��-XPS�

LQWR�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�DQG�ULJKW�DZD\�\RX�VHH�WKHUH�DUH�WZR�
VHWV�RI�EURWKHUV�DPRQJ�-HVXVł�GLVFLSOHV��-DPHV�DQG�-RKQ��EHWWHU�
NQRZQ�DV�WKH�6RQV�RI�7KXQGHU��DQG�3HWHU�DQG�$QGUHZ��6RPH�RI�
-HVXVł�EHVW�IULHQGV�ZKR�RIWHQ�RSHQHG�WKHLU�KRPH�WR�-HVXV�ZHUH�
D� VHW� RI� VLEOLQJV��0DU\��0DUWKD� DQG� /D]DUXV�� 3HUKDSV� WKH� EHVW�
NQRZQ�VWRU\�-HVXV�HYHU�WROG��ZKDW�ZH�FDOO�WKH�3URGLJDO�6RQ��ZDV�
DERXW�WZR�EURWKHUV��$QG�VRPHWLPHV�ZH�IRUJHW�-HVXV�KLPVHOI�KDG�
IRXU�EURWKHUV��'R�\RX�NQRZ�WKHLU�QDPHV"�-DPHV��-RVHSK��6LPRQ�
DQG�-XGDV��+H�DOVR�KDG�VLVWHUV��EXW�ZH�GRQłW�NQRZ�WKHLU�QDPHV�
�0DUN� ������ 7KLQN� KRZ� KDUG� LW� ZRXOG� KDYH� EHHQ� WR� EH� -HVXVł�
EURWKHU�RU�VLVWHU��7DON�DERXW�SUHVVXUH��+RZ�PDQ\�WLPHV�GLG�KLV�
\RXQJHU�EURWKHU��-DPHV��KHDU�Ń+RZ�FRPH�\RX�FDQłW�EH�PRUH�OLNH�
\RXU�EURWKHU"ń�

:KDWłV�VR�LQWHUHVWLQJ�LV�LQ�DOPRVW�HYHU\�RQH�RI�WKHVH�VLEOLQJ�UHOD-
WLRQVKLSV�WKHUH�ZDV�VRPH�NLQG�RI�ULYDOU\�H[SUHVVHG��DQG�LQ�PRUH�
WKDQ�D�IHZ�WKHUH�ZDV�DOVR�D�OLIH�FKDQJLQJ�UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ�

0D\EH� WKH� EHVW� H[DPSOH� RI� WKLV� LV� WZR� ZHOO� NQRZQ� EURWKHUV�
ZKRVH�VWRU\�LV�WROG�LQ�WKH�ERRN�RI�*HQHVLV��-DFRE�DQG�(VDX��7KHLU�
VWRU\� EHJLQV� LQ�*HQHVLV� ���� 5HPHPEHU� $EUDKDP� DQG� KLV�ZLIH�
6DUDK�KDG� MXVW�RQH�VRQ�WRJHWKHU�YHU\� ODWH� LQ� OLIH�DQG�KLV�QDPH�
ZDV� ,VDDF�� ,VDDF�ZDV�PDUULHG� WR� 5HEHNDK� DQG� IRU� D� ORQJ� WLPH�
,VDDF�DQG�5HEHNDK�ZHUH�XQDEOH�WR�KDYH�FKLOGUHQ��

You don’t get to choose your siblings 
/RRN�ZKDW�KDSSHQV�LQ�YHUVHV���ŋ���

Isaac prayed to the Lord on behalf of his wife, 
because she was childless. The Lord answered his 
prayer, and his wife Rebekah became pregnant. 
The babies jostled each other within her, and she 
said, “Why is this happening to me?” So she went 
to inquire of the Lord.

The Lord said to her,

“Two nations are in your womb,

bbbbDQG�WZR�SHRSOHV�IURP�ZLWKLQ�
you will be separated;

one people will be stronger than the other,

bbbbDQG�WKH�ROGHU�ZLOO�VHUYH�WKH�\RXQJHU�ń

:KHQ� WKH� WLPH� FDPH� IRU�KHU� WR�JLYH�ELUWK�� WKHUH�
were twin boys in her womb.

7KHUH�DUH�D� ORW�RI�WKLQJV�ZH�FRXOG�VD\�DERXW�WKLV�� ,� ORYH�KRZ�LW�
VD\V�,VDDF�ŃSUD\HG�RQ�EHKDOI�RI�KLV�ZLIHń�DQG�ŃWKH�/RUG�DQVZHUHG�
KLV�SUD\HU�ń�,W�VRXQGV�VR�VLPSOH��EXW�,�GRXEW�LW�ZDV��,łP�VXUH�WKHUH�
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ZHUH� \HDUV� DQG� \HDUV� RI� GLVDSSRLQWPHQW�� GLVFRXUDJHPHQW� DQG�
GRXEW��0DQ\�RI�\RX�KDYH�GHDOW�ZLWK� WKH�SDLQ�RI� LQIHUWLOLW\�DQG�
\RX�NQRZ�KRZ�KDUG�WKLV�FDQ�EH��,łP�VXUH�,VDDF�DQG�5HEHNDK�DJR-
QL]HG�RYHU� WKLV�� ,W�PXVW�KDYH� WDNHQ�D� WROO�RQ� WKHLU� UHODWLRQVKLS��
%XW� ,VDDF�NHSW�SUD\LQJ�DQG�ğQDOO\�*RG�EOHVVHG�WKHP�ZLWK�WZLQ�
ER\V��$V�KHU�SUHJQDQF\�SURJUHVVHG��LW�IHOW�WR�KHU�OLNH�WKHUH�ZDV�D�
8)&�PDWFK�JRLQJ�RQ�LQ�KHU�ZRPE�DQG�ZKHQ�VKH�DVNHG�WKH�/RUG�
DERXW�LW�KH�WROG�KHU�WKHVH�WZLQV�ZRXOG�EHFRPH�WKH�SURJHQLWRUV�
RI� WZR�QDWLRQV��7KRXJK�WKH�ROGHU�ZRXOG� LQKHULW� WKH�ELUWKULJKW��
KHłG�HQG�XS�VHUYLQJ�WKH�\RXQJHU��(YHQ�WKRXJK�LQ�-HZLVK�FXOWXUH�
WKH�ğUVWERUQ�KDG�FHUWDLQ�SULYLOHJHV��ELUWK�RUGHU�KDV� OLWWOH� WR�GR�
ZLWK�RXU�VWDQGLQJ�EHIRUH�*RG��DQG�RIWHQ�LQ�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�
\RX�VHH�WKLV�NLQG�RI�UHYHUVDO��

7KH�ğUVW�WKLQJ�ZH�FDQ�OHDUQ�IURP�-DFRE�DQG�(VDX�LV�*RG�LV�DE-
VROXWHO\� VRYHUHLJQ� RYHU�ZKR� RXU� VLEOLQJV� DUH��:H� GRQłW� JHW� WR�
FKRRVH�RXU� VLEOLQJV��%RWK� -DFRE�DQG�(VDX�ZHUH� WKH�DQVZHUV� WR�
WKHLU�SDUHQWVł�SUD\HUV��DQG�LQ�D�YHU\�UHDO�VHQVH�WKH\�ZHUH�ZKDW�
HDFK�RI� WKHP�QHHGHG�� -DFRE�QHHGHG�(VDX� WR�EHFRPH� WKH�PDQ�
*RG� ZDQWHG� KLP� WR� EH�� DQG� (VDX� QHHGHG� -DFRE�� *RG� ZRXOG�
XVH�WKLV�UHODWLRQVKLS��DV�WXPXOWXRXV�DV�LW�ZDV�IURP�WKH�VWDUW��WR�
PROG�DQG�VKDSH�WKHVH� WZR�PHQ�� ,WłV� WKH�VDPH�ZLWK�XV��2QH�RI�
WKH�WKLQJV�ZH�QHHG�WR�GR�DV�D�VWDUW�LV�WR�VD\��Ń,�DFFHSW�\RX�DV�P\�
EURWKHU��,�DFFHSW�\RX�DV�P\�VLVWHU��*RG�NQHZ�ZKDW�KH�ZDV�GRLQJ�
ZKHQ�KH�SXW�XV�WRJHWKHU�LQ�WKH�VDPH�IDPLO\�ń�

Siblings are different 
7KLV�OHDGV�WR�WKH�VHFRQG�WKLQJ�ZH�FDQ�OHDUQ�IURP�WKHP��VLEOLQJV�
DUH�RIWHQ�YHU\�GLIIHUHQW��7KLV�ZDV�DSSDUHQW�IURP�WKH�YHU\�VWDUW��
/HWłV�SLFN�XS�WKH�VWRU\�LQ�YHUVH�����

7KH�ğUVW�WR�FRPH�RXW�ZDV�UHG��DQG�KLV�ZKROH�ERG\�
was like a hairy garment; so they named him Esau. 
After this, his brother came out, with his hand 
grasping Esau’s heel; so he was named Jacob. Isaac 
ZDV� VL[W\� \HDUV� ROG� ZKHQ� 5HEHNDK� JDYH� ELUWK� WR�
them.

The boys grew up, and Esau became a skillful 
hunter, a man of the open country, while Jacob 
was content to stay at home among the tents 
�YHUVHV���ŋ����

(YHQ�WKRXJK�WKH\�FDPH�IURP�WKH�VDPH�ZRPE�WKH\�ZHUH�SRODU�
RSSRVLWHV��(VDX�ZDV�KDLU\�DQG�EXII�DQG� ORYHG� WR�KXQW��+H�ZDV�
WKH�FODVVLF�RXWGRRUVPDQ��D�UHDO�PDQłV�PDQ��-DFRE��RQ�WKH�RWKHU�
KDQG��ZDV�D�KRPHER\�ZKR�OLNHG�WR�ZDWFK�WKH�)RRG�&KDQQHO�

,Q� FHUWDLQ� ZD\V�� WKLV� UHPLQGV� PH� RI� P\� EURWKHU� DQG� PH�� 0\�
EURWKHU�ZDV�RQH�RI�WKRVH�NLGV�ZKR�VKDYHG�ZKHQ�KH�ZDV�VL[�\HDUV�
ROG��:KHQ�KH�JUDGXDWHG�IURP�WKH�VL[WK�JUDGH�KH�ZDV�VL[�IHHW�WDOO�
DQG�JUHZ�IRXU�PRUH�LQFKHV�EHIRUH�KLJK�VFKRRO��0H��RQ�WKH�RWKHU�
KDQG��VWDUWHG�KLJK�VFKRRO�ZHLJKLQJ�DOO�RI����SRXQGV��,�GLGQłW�GLV-
FRYHU�D�KDLU�RQ�P\�FKHVW�XQWLO�,�ZDV����DQG�LW�FDPH�RXW�JUD\��6R�ZH�
ZHUH�YHU\�GLIIHUHQW��QRW�MXVW�SK\VLFDOO\�EXW�LQ�RWKHU�ZD\V�DV�ZHOO�

6RPHWLPHV�WKH�GLIIHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�VLEOLQJV�DUH�OHDUQHG�EHKDY-
LRUV��3V\FKRORJLVWV�WDON�DERXW�VRPHWKLQJ�FDOOHG�GH�LGHQWLğFDWLRQ��
7KDWłV�ZKHQ�D�\RXQJHU�VLEOLQJ�GRHVQłW�LPLWDWH�RU�PLUURU�DQ�ROGHU�
VLEOLQJ�EXW�LQVWHDG�WULHV�WR�GLIIHUHQWLDWH�IURP�WKHP��6R�LI�D�\RXQJ�
JLUO� KDV� DQ�ROGHU� VLVWHU�ZKR�JHWV� SUHJQDQW� RXW� RI�ZHGORFN�� LQ-
VWHDG� RI� LPLWDWLQJ� KHU� EHKDYLRU�� VKH� EHFRPHV� D� KLJK� DFKLHYHU�
ZKR�QHYHU�ZDQWV� WR�PHVV�XS�� ,WłV� OLNH� VKHłV� WU\LQJ� WR�VWDNH�RXW�
KHU�RZQ�WHUULWRU\��,I�KHU�VLVWHUłV�UROH�LV�WHHQ�PRP��KHUV�LV�WR�EH�
WKH�JRRG�JLUO����

:KDWHYHU� WKH�UHDVRQ�IRU� WKH�GLIIHUHQFHV� WKDW�H[LVW�EHWZHHQ�XV�
DQG�RXU�VLEOLQJV��ZH�QHHG�WR�OHDUQ�WR�DFFHSW�DQG�YDOXH�WKHP��<RX�
ORRN�DW�-DFRE�DQG�(VDX�DQG�LWłV�QRW�OLNH�RQH�ZDV�EHWWHU�WKDQ�WKH�
RWKHU��7KH\łUH�MXVW�GLIIHUHQW��,WłV�OLNH�LQ�D�PDUULDJH��:KHQHYHU�,�GR�
D�ZHGGLQJ�,�DOZD\V�WHOO�WKH�FRXSOH�WKH�SHUVRQ�\RXłUH�PDUU\LQJ�LV�
OLNH�WKH�ROG�UHFRUG�DOEXPV�ZH�FDOOHG���łV��<RX�EX\�WKH�DOEXP�EH-
FDXVH�\RX�ORYH�WKDW�VRQJ�RQ�RQH�VLGH��DQG�\RX�MXVW�KDYH�WR�DFFHSW�
ZKDWłV�RQ�WKH�RWKHU�VLGH�� ,WłV� WKH�VDPH�WKLQJ�ZLWK�RXU�VLEOLQJV��
<RX�PD\�QRW�OLNH�HLWKHU�VLGH�

5LYDOU\�LV�H[SHFWHG�EHWZHHQ�VLEOLQJV�LQ�D�IDOOHQ�ZRUOG�
7KH�SUREOHP� LV� RIWHQ� WLPHV� WKHVH�GLIIHUHQFHV� OHDG� WR� MHDORXV\��
ULYDOU\�DQG�FRPSHWLWLRQ�� ,I�\RX�JR�EDFN�DQG�WKLQN�DERXW�DOO�WKH�
H[DPSOHV� IURP�WKH�%LEOH� ,�PHQWLRQHG��QHDUO\�DOO�RI� WKHP�ZHUH�
FRQĠLFWHG�UHODWLRQVKLSV��&DLQ�NLOOV�KLV�EURWKHU��$EHO��EHFDXVH�*RG�
DFFHSWHG� $EHOłV� RIIHULQJ� UDWKHU� WKDQ� &DLQłV�� 5DFKHO� DQG� /HDK�
FRPSHWH�RYHU�ZKR�FDQ�SRS�RXW�WKH�PRVW�EDELHV��0RVHVł�VLVWHU��
0LULDP��DQG�KLV�EURWKHU��$DURQ�DUH�MHDORXV�RI�KLV�OHDGHUVKLS�DQG�
FULWLFL]H�KLV�FKRLFH�RI�D�VSRXVH��0DUWKD�EHUDWHV�KHU�VLVWHU��0DU\��
IRU�QRW�KHOSLQJ�HQRXJK�LQ�WKH�NLWFKHQ��7KH�ROGHU�VRQ�UHVHQWV�WKH�
\RXQJHU�LQ�WKH�3URGLJDO�6RQ�VWRU\��(YHQ�-HVXVł�RZQ�EURWKHUV�WRRN�
RIIHQVH�DW�KLP�DQG�WKRXJKW�KH�ZDV�RII�KLV�URFNHU��

:H�VHH�WKLV�ZLWK�-DFRE�DQG�(VDX��-DFRE�FDPH�RXW�RI�WKH�ZRPE�
JUDVSLQJ�KLV�EURWKHUłV�KHHO��+LV�QDPH�DFWXDOO\�PHDQV�ŃJUDEEHU�ń�
/DWHU��ZH�VHH�KLP�VFKHPLQJ�WR�JUDE�KLV�EURWKHUłV�ELUWKULJKW��/RRN�
DW�YHUVHV���ŋ���

Once when Jacob was cooking some stew, Esau 
came in from the open country, famished. He 
VDLG� WR� -DFRE�� Ń4XLFN�� OHW� PH� KDYH� VRPH� RI� WKDW�
red stew! I’m famished!” (That is why he was also 
FDOOHG�(GRP��

Jacob replied, “First sell me your birthright.”

“Look, I am about to die,” Esau said. “What good is 
the birthright to me?”

%XW�-DFRE�VDLG��Ń6ZHDU�WR�PH�ğUVW�ń�6R�KH�VZRUH�DQ�
oath to him, selling his birthright to Jacob.

7KHQ�-DFRE�JDYH�(VDX�VRPH�EUHDG�DQG�VRPH�OHQWLO�
stew. He ate and drank, and then got up and left.

So Esau despised his birthright.

%DFN�WKHQ��WKH�ELUWKULJKW�ZDV�UHVHUYHG�IRU�WKH�ROGHVW�VRQ��DQG�
LW�PHDQW�H[WUD�SURSHUW\�DQG�SULYLOHJH�IRU�(VDX��%XW�(VDX�ZDV�VR�
IDPLVKHG�KH�LPSXOVLYHO\�WUDGHV�KLV�ELUWKULJKW�IRU�D�SRW�RI�VWHZ��



DQG� WKHQ� KH� VHDOV� LW�ZLWK� DQ� RDWK��ZKLFK� EDFN� WKHQ� FRXOGQłW�
EH� EURNHQ�� $V� D� UHVXOW�� KH� GHVSLVHG� KLV� ELUWKULJKW�� ,WłV� OLNH� KH�
FRXOGQłW� FDUH� OHVV� DERXW� LW�� DQG� \RX� FDQ� LPDJLQH� KRZ�KH� IHOW�
DERXW�KLV�EURWKHU�

6LEOLQJ�ULYDOU\�LV�WR�EH�H[SHFWHG�LQ�D�IDOOHQ�ZRUOG��<RXłUH�UDLVLQJ�
VLQQHUV��,Q�KLV�FODVVLF�ERRN��The Strong-Willed Child��-DPHV�'REVRQ�
DUJXHV�WKDW�WKH�PRVW�LUULWDWLQJ�IHDWXUH�RI�FKLOG�UHDULQJ�LV�VLEOLQJ�
ULYDOU\�� Ń/LWWOH�FKLOGUHQ��DQG�ROGHU�RQHV�WRR��DUH�QRW�FRQWHQW�WR�
MXVW�KDWH�HDFK�RWKHU�LQ�SULYDWH��7KH\�DWWDFN�RQH�DQRWKHU�OLNH�PLQ-
LDWXUH�ZDUULRUV��PRELOL]LQJ�WKHLU�WURRSV�DQG�SURELQJ�IRU�D�ZHDN-
QHVV�LQ�WKH�GHIHQVLYH�OLQH��7KH\�DUJXH��KLW��NLFN��VFUHDP��JUDE�WR\V��
WDXQW��WDWWOH�DQG�VDERWDJH�WKH�RSSRVLQJ�IRUFH�ń��

$V�,�ZDV�JURZLQJ�XS��SHRSOH�QRWLFHG�,�DOZD\V�KDG�D�EUXLVH�ZKHUH�
P\�VKRXOGHU�PHUJHV�ZLWK�P\�DUP��2I� FRXUVH� WKDWłV�ZKHUH�P\�
EURWKHU�DOZD\V�FKRVH�WR�VOXJ�PH�ZKHQ�,�GLG�VRPHWKLQJ�KH�GLGQłW�
OLNH��ZKLFK�ZDV� RIWHQ� HQRXJK� WKDW� WKH� EUXLVH� MXVW� QHYHU�ZHQW�
DZD\��2QH�UHFHQW�VWXG\�IRXQG�WKDW��RQ�DYHUDJH��VLEOLQJV�EHWZHHQ�
��DQG���\HDUV�ROG�HQJDJH�LQ�VRPH�NLQG�RI�FRQĠLFW�����WLPHV�DQ�
KRXU��.LGV�LQ�WKH���WR���DJH�JURXS�WRS�RXW�DW����ŌRU�PRUH�WKDQ�
RQH�FODVK�HYHU\����PLQXWHV��

%XW� DV� PXFK� DV� DOO� WKH� ğJKWLQJ� FDQ� VHW� SDUHQWVł� KDLU� RQ� HQG��
WKHUHłV� D� ORW� RI� OHDUQLQJ� JRLQJ� RQ� WRR�� VSHFLğFDOO\� DERXW� KRZ�
FRQĠLFWV�FDQ�EH�VHWWOHG��6WXGLHV�VKRZ�WKH�NLGV�ZKR�SUDFWLFH�WKH�
EHVW�FRQĠLFW�UHVROXWLRQ�VNLOOV�DW�KRPH�FDUU\� WKRVH�DELOLWLHV� LQWR�
UHODWLRQVKLSV�RXWVLGH�WKH�KRPH��:KDW�LI�RQH�RI�WKH�UHDVRQV�*RG�
JLYHV�XV�VLEOLQJV� LV� WR�JLYH�XV�D�VDIH�SODFH� WR� OHDUQ� WR�ZRUN�RXW�
GLIIHUHQFHV�DQG�WDNH�ZKDW�ZHłYH�OHDUQHG�LQWR�WKH�DGXOW�ZRUOG�RI�
ZRUN��PDUULDJH�DQG�IULHQGVKLS"�

3DUHQWDO�IDYRULWLVP�RIWHQ�H[DFHUEDWHV�VLEOLQJ�ULYDOU\�
)RU� -DFRE� DQG� (VDX� LW� GLGQłW� VWRS�ZKHQ� WKH\�ZHUH� NLGV�� <HDUV�
ODWHU� WKLV�SOD\HG�RXW�DJDLQ�ZKHQ� LW� FDPH� WLPH� IRU� WKHLU� IDWKHU��
,VDDF��WR�SDVV�RQ�KLV�EOHVVLQJ�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�KLV�OLIH��7KH�EOHVVLQJ�
ZDV�D�ELW�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�WKH�ELUWKULJKW��,W�KDG�PRUH�WR�GR�ZLWK�
ZKR�ZRXOG�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�WKH�KHDG�RI�WKH�H[WHQGHG�IDPLO\�DIWHU�
,VDDFłV�GHDWK��7KH�ZKROH�VWRU\�LV�WROG�LQ�FKDSWHU�����,VDDF�LV�DQ�ROG�
PDQ�ZKR�FDQ�KDUGO\�VHH�DQG�GRHVQłW�NQRZ�KRZ�ORQJ�KHłV�JRLQJ�
WR�ODVW�VR�KH�GHFLGHV�LWłV�WLPH�WR�FRQIHU�WKH�EOHVVLQJ�RQ�KLV�ROGHVW�
VRQ��+H�VHQGV�(VDX�RXW�WR�KXQW�VRPH�ZLOG�JDPH�DQG�FRRN�KLP�
XS�VRPH�WDVW\�IRRG�VR�KH�FDQ�JLYH�KLP�KLV�EOHVVLQJ��%XW�5HEHNDK�
RYHUKHDUV�DOO�RI�WKLV�DQG�VKH�ZDQWV�-DFRE�WR�KDYH�WKH�EOHVVLQJ�DQG�
QRW�(VDX��6R�VKH�FRQFRFWV�D�SODQ��6KH�VSHDNV�WR�-DFRE�

5HEHNDK�VDLG�WR�KHU�VRQ�-DFRE��Ń/RRN��,�RYHUKHDUG�
your father say to your brother Esau, ‘Bring me 
some game and prepare me some tasty food to 
HDW��VR�WKDW�,�PD\�JLYH�\RX�P\�EOHVVLQJ�LQ�WKH�SUHV-
ence of the Lord before I die.’ Now, my son, listen 
FDUHIXOO\�DQG�GR�ZKDW�,�WHOO�\RX��*R�RXW�WR�WKH�ĠRFN�
and bring me two choice young goats, so I can pre-
pare some tasty food for your father, just the way 
he likes it. Then take it to your father to eat, so 

WKDW�KH�PD\�JLYH�\RX�KLV�EOHVVLQJ�EHIRUH�KH�GLHVń�
�YHUVHV��ŋ����

%XW�-DFREłV�QR�GXPP\��6R�KH�VD\V�WR�KLV�PRWKHU��“But my brother 
Esau is a hairy man while I have smooth skin. What if my father 
touches me? I would appear to be tricking him and would bring 
down a curse on myself rather than a blessing”��YHUVHV���ŋ�����
%XW�5HEHNDK�KDV�LW�DOO�ğJXUHG�RXW��6KH�GUHVVHG�-DFRE�XS�LQ�(VDXłV�
FORWKHV�VR�KHłG�VPHOO�OLNH�KLV�EURWKHU��6KH�HYHQ�FRYHUHG�KLV�KDQGV�
DQG�QHFN�ZLWK�JRDWVNLQV�VR�KHłG�IHHO�OLNH�KLV�KDLU\�EURWKHU��$QG�LW�
DOO�ZRUNHG�SHUIHFWO\��

%XW�WKH�UHVXOW�ZDV�D�GLYLGHG�IDPLO\��9HUVH����VD\V��“Esau held a 
grudge against Jacob because of the blessing his father had given 
him. He said to himself, ‘The days of mourning for my father are 
near; then I will kill my brother Jacob.’” :KHQ�5HEHNDK�KHDUG�
DERXW�WKDW��VKH�DUUDQJHG�IRU�-DFRE�WR�ĠHH�WR�KHU�EURWKHU�/DEDQ�
PLOHV�DZD\�LQ�+DUUDQ��6KH�VDLG��“Stay with him for a while until 
your brother’s fury subsides. When your brother is no longer 
angry with you and forgets what you did to him, I’ll send word 
for you to come back from there. Why should I lose both of you in 
one day?” �YHUVHV���ŋ�����/LWWOH�GLG�VKH�NQRZ�WKDW�KHU�VRQ�ZRXOG�
EH�JRQH�IRU����\HDUV��$V�IDU�DV�ZH�NQRZ��VKH�QHYHU�VDZ�KLP�DJDLQ��

7KHUHłV�VRPHWKLQJ�LPSRUWDQW�WR�WDNH�DZD\�IURP�WKLV��3DUHQWDO�ID-
YRULWLVP�RIWHQ�H[DFHUEDWHV�VLEOLQJ�ULYDOU\��,VDDF�DQG�5HEHNDK�KDG�
FOHDUO\� GULIWHG� DSDUW� DV� D�PDUULHG� FRXSOH�� 7KRXJK� WKH\� VWD\HG�
PDUULHG��LQ�D�VHQVH�WKH\�ZHQW�WKHLU�VHSDUDWH�ZD\V�DQG�WKH\�HDFK�
WRRN� D�ER\�ZLWK� WKHP��:D\�EDFN� LQ������� LW� VDLG�� “Isaac, who 
had a taste for wild game, loved Esau, but Rebekah loved Jacob.” 
:KDWłV�LQWHUHVWLQJ�LV�-DFRE�ZHQW�RQ�WR�PDNH�WKH�VDPH�PLVWDNH�
ZLWK�KLV�RZQ�VRQV��+H�KDG�WZHOYH�VRQV��WZR�RI�WKHP�ZHUH�FOHDUO\�
KLV�IDYRULWHV��-RVHSK�DQG�%HQMDPLQ��$QG�WKDW�ZRXOG�FDXVH�D�WUH-
PHQGRXV�ULIW�LQ�KLV�RZQ�IDPLO\��

0RVW�SDUHQWV�ZDQW�WR�EH�IDLU��:H�ZDQW�WR�WUHDW�HDFK�RI�RXU�NLGV�
DV�HTXDOV��DQG�WKDWłV�LPSRUWDQW��%XW�LWłV�DOVR�WUXH�WKDW�ZH�PLJKW�
UHODWH�WR�RQH�FKLOG�PRUH�WKDQ�DQRWKHU��,I�\RX�YDOXH�UHDGLQJ�DQG�
TXLHW�ZDONV� RQ� WKH�EHDFK�� D� VRQ�ZKR�JRHV� HYHU\ZKHUH�ZLWK� D�
VRFFHU�EDOO�ERXQFLQJ�RII�KLV�IHHW�DQG�KHDG�PD\�EH�KDUG�IRU�\RX�WR�
UHODWH�WR��2U�PD\EH�RQH�FKLOG�LV�FRPSOLDQW�DQG�WKH�RWKHU�LV�UHEHO-
OLRXV��0D\EH�RQH�FKLOG�UHMHFWV�\RXU�VSLULWXDO�YDOXHV�ZKLOH�DQRWKHU�
FOLQJV�WR�WKHP��0D\EH�RQH�FKLOG�KDV�HDUQHG�PRUH�IUHHGRP�WKDQ�
\RX�FDQ�ZLVHO\�JLYH�WR�DQRWKHU�FKLOG��7KLV�FDQ�EH�WKH�VRLO�LQ�ZKLFK�
IDYRULWLVP� WDNHV� URRW�� <RX� KDYH� WR�ZRUN� KDUG� QRW� WR� FRPSDUH�
\RXU�FKLOGUHQ�ZLWK�HDFK�RWKHU��$QG�\RX�KDYH�WR�WUHDW�HDFK�RQH�
DV�XQLTXH��7KH\�are�GLIIHUHQW�DQG�VR�\RX�QHHG�WR�UHODWH�WR�WKHP�
GLIIHUHQWO\�� EXW� GLIIHUHQW� GRHVQłW�PHDQ� XQIDLU�� DQG� LW� FHUWDLQO\�
GRHVQłW�PHDQ�\RX�ORYH�RQH�PRUH�WKDQ�WKH�RWKHU��%XW��DJDLQ��DOO�RI�
WKLV�WHDFKHV�RXU�NLGV�WR�OLYH�LQ�WKH�UHDO�ZRUOG��ZKHUH�WKLQJV�GRQłW�
DOZD\V�VHHP�IDLU���

Reconciliation is hard but possible 
-HIIUH\�.OXJHU�ZULWHV��Ń2QH�RI�WKH�JUHDWHVW�JLIWV�RI�WKH�VLEOLQJ�WLH�
LV�WKDW�ZKLOH�ZDUPWK�JURZV�RYHU�WLPH��WKH�FRQĠLFWV�RIWHQ�IDGH��



7KLV�PHVVDJH�IURP�6FULSWXUH�ZDV�SUHDFKHG�RQ�6XQGD\��-XO\���������DW�&HQWUDO�3HQLQVXOD�&KXUFK
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$IWHU�WKH�VKRRWLQJ�VWRSV��HYHQ�WKH�ğHUFHVW�VLEOLQJ�ZDUV�OHDYH�OLWWOH�
ODVWLQJ�GDPDJH��,QGHHG��VLEOLQJV�ZKR�EDWWOHG�D�ORW�DV�NLGV�PD\�EH-
FRPH�FORVHU�DV�DGXOWVŌDQG�PRUH�HPRWLRQDOO\�VNLOOHG�WRR��RIWHQ�
FOHDUO\�UHFDOOLQJ�ZKDW�WKHLU� ORQJ�DJR�ğJKWV�ZHUH�DERXW�DQG�WKH�
OHVVRQV�WKH\�WRRN�IURP�WKHP�ń

7KLV�ZDV�WUXH�RI�-DFRE�DQG�(VDX��$IWHU����\HDUV�DQG�D�IHZ�KDUG�
NQRFNV� -DFRE�GHFLGHG� WR� UHWXUQ�KRPH��:LWK�KLP�ZHUH�KLV� WZR�
ZLYHV��5DFKHO�DQG�/HDK��KLV�WZHOYH�VRQV��ORWV�RI�OLYHVWRFN�DQG�D�IHZ�
VHUYDQWV��%XW����\HDUV�KDGQłW�ZLSHG�DZD\�WKH�PHPRU\�RI�ZKDW�
KDSSHQHG�DQG�KHłV�VWLOO�GHDWKO\�DIUDLG�RI�(VDX��,WłV�IXQQ\�KRZ�WLPH�
UHDOO\�GRHVQłW�KHDO�DOO�ZRXQGV��7LPH�FDQ�KHOS��EXW�E\�LWVHOI�LWłV�QRW�
HQRXJK��6R�ORRN�ZKDW�-DFRE�GRHV�LQ�FKDSWHU�����ŋ���

Jacob looked up and there was Esau, coming with 
KLV�IRXU�KXQGUHG�PHQ��VR�KH�GLYLGHG�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�
DPRQJ�/HDK��5DFKHO�DQG�WKH�WZR�IHPDOH�VHUYDQWV��
+H�SXW� WKH� IHPDOH� VHUYDQWV� DQG� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� LQ�
front, Leah and her children next, and Rachel and 
Joseph in the rear. He himself went on ahead and 
ERZHG�GRZQ�WR�WKH�JURXQG�VHYHQ�WLPHV�DV�KH�DS-
proached his brother.

But Esau ran to meet Jacob and embraced him; he 
threw his arms around his neck and kissed him.
And they wept. Then Esau looked up and saw the 
women and children. “Who are these with you?” 
he asked.

Jacob answered, “They are the children God has 
JUDFLRXVO\�JLYHQ�\RXU�VHUYDQW�ń

7KHQ� WKH� IHPDOH� VHUYDQWV� DQG� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� DS-
proached and bowed down. Next, Leah and her 
children came and bowed down. Last of all came 
Joseph and Rachel, and they too bowed down.

(VDX�DVNHG��Ń:KDWłV�WKH�PHDQLQJ�RI�DOO�WKHVH�ĠRFNV�
and herds I met?”

Ń7R�ğQG�IDYRU�LQ�\RXU�H\HV��P\�ORUG�ń�KH�VDLG�

%XW�(VDX�VDLG��Ń,�DOUHDG\�KDYH�SOHQW\��P\�EURWKHU��
.HHS�ZKDW�\RX�KDYH�IRU�\RXUVHOI�ń

Ń1R��SOHDVH�ń�VDLG�-DFRE��Ń,I� ,�KDYH�IRXQG�IDYRU�LQ�
your eyes, accept this gift from me. For to see your 
face is like seeing the face of God, now that you 
KDYH�UHFHLYHG�PH�IDYRUDEO\�

,VQłW�WKDW�D�JUHDW�VWRU\�RI�UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ"�:KDW�KDG�-DFRE�OHDUQHG"�
:HOO��KHłG�OHDUQHG�WR�WDNH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�KLV�DFWLRQV��+HłV�QRZ�
ZLOOLQJ�WR�JR�RXW�LQ�IURQW�RI�KLV�PHQ�DQG�KLV�IDPLO\�WR�IDFH�(VDX��
+HłV�DOVR�OHDUQHG�KXPLOLW\��+H�ERZV�GRZQ�VHYHQ�WLPHV��DGPLWWLQJ�
KLV�ZURQJ��+HłV�DOVR� OHDUQHG�DERXW�*RGłV�JUDFH��1RWLFH�KRZ�LQ�
YHUVHV���DQG����KH�VSHDNV�RI�KRZ�*RG�KDV�EHHQ�JUDFLRXV�WR�KLP��
(VDX�OHDUQHG�VRPH�WKLQJV�WRR��+H�OHDUQHG�WR�IRUJLYH��+H�OHDUQHG�
QRW�WR�OHW�ELWWHUQHVV�DQG�UHVHQWPHQW�HDW�KLP�XS�WKH�UHVW�RI�KLV�

OLIH��%\�UHFHLYLQJ�-DFREłV�JLIWV��KH�ZDV�VD\LQJ�\HV�WR�WKH�UHODWLRQ-
VKLS��+H�ZDV�RSHQLQJ�KLPVHOI�XS�WR�KLV�EURWKHU��,�ORYH�WKH�SLFWXUH�
LQ�YHUVH���ZKHUH�(VDX�UXQV�RXW�WR�PHHW�-DFRE�DQG�HPEUDFHV�KLP�

<RX�NQRZ��LW�VWULNHV�PH�WKDW�VRPH�RI�\RX�DUH�KHUH�WKLV�PRUQLQJ�
DQG�\RX�QHHG�WR�H[SHULHQFH�D�PRPHQW�OLNH�WKLV�ZLWK�D�EURWKHU�RU�
D�VLVWHU��,W�PD\�QRW�HYHQ�EH�D�ELRORJLFDO�VLEOLQJ��EXW�D�EURWKHU�RU�
VLVWHU�LQ�&KULVW��0D\EH�\RXłUH�WKH�RQH�ZKR�KDV�RIIHQGHG�WKHP��
DQG�\RX�QHHG�WR�FRXUDJHRXVO\�IDFH�WKDW�SHUVRQ��KXPEOH�\RXU-
VHOI�DQG�VD\��Ń,łP�VRUU\��,�ZDV�ZURQJ��:LOO�\RX�IRUJLYH�PH"ń�2U�
PD\EH�\RXłUH�RQ�WKH�RWKHU�VLGH�RI�WKLV�DQG�\RX�QHHG�WR�DOORZ�D�
EURWKHU�RU�D�VLVWHU�EDFN�LQWR�\RXU�OLIH��,WłV�KDUG�WR�OHW�JR�RI�\RXU�
UHVHQWPHQW��DIWHU�DOO��\RXłUH�ULJKW��VKHłV�ZURQJ��%XW�\RX�QHHG�WR�
H[WHQG�IRUJLYHQHVV��QRW�MXVW�IRU�KHU�VDNH�EXW�IRU�\RXU�VDNH�DQG�
IRU�*RGłV�VDNH��

5HPHPEHU� WKH� TXHVWLRQ� &DLQ� DVNHG� DIWHU� *RG� FRQIURQWHG�
KLP�DERXW�NLOOLQJ�KLV�EURWKHU��$EHO"�*RG�DVNHG��“Where is your 
brother Abel?”�$QG�&DLQ�UHSOLHG��“I don’t know. Am I my broth-
er’s keeper?”��*HQHVLV������7KDWłV�WKH�TXHVWLRQ��$QG�WKH�DQVZHU�
LV��\HV��\RX�DUH�

2QH�ZHHNHQG�,�ZDV�VSHDNLQJ�DW�D�ZHHNHQG�FDPS�DQG�ZH�EURXJKW�
RXU� WZR�GDXJKWHUV� DORQJ�� 6RPH�RI� WKH�ROGHU� NLGV� DW� WKH� FDPS�
VWDUWHG�WKURZLQJ�URFNV�DW�$QQH�0DULH��ZKR�ZDV�DERXW�QLQH�DW�
WKH� WLPH�� .LPEHUO\��ZKR�ZDV� DERXW� IRXU� DQG� EXLOW� OLNH� D� OLQH-
EDFNHU��VDZ�ZKDW�ZDV�KDSSHQLQJ��6KH�UDQ�RXW�LQ�IURQW�RI�$QQH�
0DULH�DQG�VKRXWHG�DW�WKH�ER\V��ZKR�ZHUH�DERXW����\DUGV�DZD\��
Ń6WRS�WKURZLQJ�URFNV��7KDWłV�P\�VLVWHU�ń�$P�,�P\�VLVWHUłV�NHHSHU"�
.LPEHUO\�NQHZ�KRZ�WR�DQVZHU�WKDW�TXHVWLRQ��

6R� GLG� -HVXV�� /LVWHQ� WR� ZKDW� WKH� ZULWHU� RI� +HEUHZV� VD\V�� “In 
EULQJLQJ�PDQ\�VRQV�DQG�GDXJKWHUV�WR�JORU\��LW�ZDV�ğWWLQJ�WKDW�
God, for whom and through whom everything exists, should 
make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through what he suf-
fered. Both the one who makes people holy and those who are 
made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call 
them brothers and sisters. He says, ‘I will declare your name to 
my brothers and sisters; in the assembly I will sing your praises’” 
�+HEUHZV����������

-HVXV�LV�RXU�ELJ�EURWKHU��+HłV�WKH�SLRQHHU�RI�RXU�VDOYDWLRQ��+H�VXI-
IHUHG�QRW�MXVW�VR�ZH�FRXOG�EH�KRO\�EXW�VR�KH�FRXOG�EROGO\�GHFODUH�
XV�WR�EH�KLV�EURWKHUV�DQG�VLVWHUV��+H�SRLQWV�WKH�ğQJHU�DW�XV�DQG�
VD\V�� Ń7KDWłV�P\�EURWKHU�� 7KDWłV�P\� VLVWHU�ń�$P� ,�P\�EURWKHUłV�
NHHSHU"�-HVXV��VDLG��Ń<HV��,�DP�ń

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


