
7KH�NLWFKHQ�KDV�EHHQ�FDOOHG�ŃWKH�KHDUW�RI�D�KRPH�ń�:KDW�D�ğWWLQJ�
WLWOH�IRU�D�URRP�ZKHUH�ZH�ZHOFRPH�RWKHUV�ZLWK�D�VDWLVI\LQJ�PHDO�
RU�D�VLPSOH�FXS�RI�FRIIHH��,WłV�LQWHUHVWLQJ��ZH�FDOO�WKH�NLWFKHQ�WKH�
heart of a home because studies have shown that the kitchen is 
one of the dirtiest places in the home! Kitchens can be cluttered 
ZLWK�DSSOLDQFHV�RQ�WKH�FRXQWHU��GLVKHV�LQ�WKH�VLQN��DQG�D�PHVV\�
ĠRRU�IURP�WKH�ODWHVW�EDNLQJ�SURMHFW��/HWłV�QRW�HYHQ�EHJLQ�WR�WKLQN�
DERXW�ZKDW�LV�OD\LQJ�EHKLQG�WKH�IULGJH�RU�RYHQĽ\XFN��

2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��D�NLWFKHQ�LV�DOVR�ZKDW�VHOOV�D�KRPH��2QH�RI�
WKH�ğUVW�WKLQJV�D�SHUVRQ�ZDQWV�WR�VHH�ZKHQ�ORRNLQJ�DW�D�SRWHQWLDO�
KRPH�WR�SXUFKDVH�LV�WKH�NLWFKHQ��3HRSOH�DUH�ORRNLQJ�WR�VHH�LI�WKH�
XSJUDGHG�FRXQWHUWRSV�ZLOO�EH�VXIğFLHQW�IRU�WKH�JXHVWV�WKH\�SODQ�
RQ�HQWHUWDLQLQJ�RU�LI�WKHUH�ZLOO�EH�DGHTXDWH�VSDFH�IRU�FRRNLQJ�WKH�
7KDQNVJLYLQJ�PHDO��3HRSOH�DUH�FXULRXV�LI�WKH�NLWFKHQ�ZLOO�SURYLGH�
DPSOH�URRP�IRU�FRQYHUVDWLRQV�ZLWK�D�IULHQG�IURP�FROOHJH��)LQDOO\��
WKH\�PLJKW�EH�ZRQGHULQJ�LI�WKH�NLGV�ZLOO�EH�EXPSLQJ�LQWR�HDFK�
RWKHU�DV�WKH\�SUHSDUH�IRU�VFKRRO�LQ�WKH�PRUQLQJ�

7KLQNLQJ�DERXW�\RXU�NLWFKHQ��ZRXOG�\RX�FRQVLGHU�\RXU�NLWFKHQ�
PRUH�FOXWWHUHG�RU�LQYLWLQJ"�'R�\RX�WKLQN�WKHUH�LV�DPSOH�URRP�WR�
KDYH�D�PHDQLQJIXO�FRQYHUVDWLRQ"�,I�JXHVWV�ZHUH�FRPLQJ�RYHU�WKLV�
DIWHUQRRQ��LV�\RXU�NLWFKHQ�SUHVHQWDEOH�RU�ZRXOG�\RX�IHHO�OLNH�\RX�
QHHG�WR�OHDYH�WKLV�LQVWDQW�WR�VWDUW�FOHDQLQJ"�0\�JXHVV�LV�PDQ\�RI�
XV�ZRXOG�SUHIHU�RWKHUV�WR�QRW�VHH�RXU�NLWFKHQ��)RUJHW�DERXW�WKH�
dishes in the sink or the coffee stains on the counter that desper-
ately needs to be scrubbed; let’s enter the kitchen. 

2SHQ� \RXU� %LEOH� WR� 'HXWHURQRP\� ��� DV�ZH� WDON� DERXW� KRVSL-
WDOLW\� ĠRZLQJ� IURP� WKH� KHDUW� RI� RXU� KRPH�� ,Q� KLV� ERRN�Going 
Solo�� VRFLRORJLVW� (ULF� .OLQHQEHUJ� QRWHG� WKH� IROORZLQJ� VWDWLVWLFV�
DERXW�WKH�QHZ�WUHQG�RI� OLYLQJ�DORQH�����PLOOLRQ�$PHULFDQV� OLYH�
DORQH��UHSUHVHQWLQJ����SHUFHQW�RI�DOO�KRXVHKROGV��,Q�SURVSHURXV�
$PHULFDQ� FLWLHVŌ$WODQWD�� 'HQYHU�� 6HDWWOH�� 6DQ� )UDQFLVFR� DQG�
0LQQHDSROLVŌ��� SHUFHQW� RU� PRUH� RI� DOO� KRXVHKROGV� FRQWDLQ�
D�VLQJOH�RFFXSDQW��)LYH�PLOOLRQ�SHRSOH� LQ� WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�EH-
WZHHQ�WKH�DJHV�RI����DQG����OLYH�DORQH�����WLPHV�PRUH�WKDQ�LQ�
������7KH� ODUJHVW�FDWHJRU\�RI�VLQJOH�SHRSOH� LV� WKH�PLGGOH�DJHG�
JURXS��DJHV���ŋ����7KHVH�VWDWV�DUH�UHYHDOLQJ�DERXW�RXU�FXOWXUH�
and remind us why the conversation about Biblical hospitality is 
extremely important.

Hospitable Preparations 
7KH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�LV�WKH�SHUIHFW�SODFH�WR�EHJLQ�RXU�VWXG\�RI�KRV-
pitality as we see how close this topic is to the heart of God.

“Do not deprive the foreigner or the father-
less of justice, or take the cloak of the widow 
DV� D� SOHGJH�b 5HPHPEHU� WKDW� \RX� ZHUH� VODYHV� LQ�
(J\SW�DQG�WKH�/RUG�\RXU�*RG�UHGHHPHG�\RX�IURP�
WKHUH�� 7KDW� LV� ZK\� ,� FRPPDQG� \RX� WR� GR� WKLVń�
�'HXWHURQRP\������ŋ����

The Israelites are in a transitional period in their lives. They are 
SUHSDULQJ� WR� HQWHU� WKH� 3URPLVHG� /DQG�� 7KH\� KDYH� EHHQ� ZDQ-
GHULQJ�LQ�WKH�GHVHUW�IRU�DOPRVW����\HDUV���*RG�LV�VSHDNLQJ�WKURXJK�
0RVHV�WR�SUHSDUH�WKHP�IRU�WKHLU�QHZ�LQKHULWDQFH��$V�KH�VSHDNV��
ZH�VHH�PHQWLRQ�RI�WKUHH�VSHFLğF�JURXSV�RI�SHRSOH�WKH�,VUDHOLWHV�
DUH�WR�IDYRU��:HłUH�JRLQJ�WR�IRFXV�RQ�VKRZLQJ�KRVSLWDOLW\�WR�WKUHH�
GLIIHUHQW�JURXSV�RI�SHRSOHŌSHRSOH�ZKR�FDQ�EH�PDUJLQDOL]HG�

*RG�FRPPDQGV�,VUDHO�QRW�WR�GHSULYH�WKH�IRUHLJQHU�RU�IDWKHUOHVV�
RI�MXVWLFH��7KH�ZRUG�XVHG�IRU�ŃGHSULYHń�LQ�WKH�RULJLQDO�ODQJXDJH�
is ³ʰʨʤ´ (nth). The word is often translated “to stretch out” or 
“spread out.” It’s understandable to consider that when someone 
LV�GHSULYHG�WKH\�DUH�VWUHWFKHG�RXW��RU�DV�ZH�PLJKW�VD\��VWUHWFKHG�
thin. We read a distinct command not to deprive them or “stretch 
WKHP�WKLQń�ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�MXVWLFH��7KH�FRPPDQG�VWDUWV�ZLWK�
IRUHLJQHUV� DQG� WKH� IDWKHUOHVV� DQG� PRYHV� RQ� WR� ZLGRZV�� 7KH�
ZLGRZ�ZDV� HVSHFLDOO\� YXOQHUDEOH�� SURQH� QR� GRXEW� WR� FRQVWDQW�
indebtedness. In such circumstances not even her cloak could be 
WDNHQ�DV�D�SOHGJH��VXJJHVWLQJ�WKDW�ORDQV�WR�KHU�ZHUH�WR�EH�PDGH�
ZLWKRXW�JXDUDQWHH�RI�DQ\�NLQG��7KLV�FLUFXPVWDQFH�UHDOO\�ZRXOG�
EHFRPH�PRUH�D�JLIW� WKDQ�D� ORDQ�EHFDXVH�KHU�RSSRUWXQLWLHV� IRU�
UHSD\PHQW�ZRXOG�EH�H[WUHPHO\� OLPLWHG��GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�KHU�DJH�
and physical capacity. 

7KLV�FRPPDQG�LV�EDVHG�RQ�*RG�UHPLQGLQJ�,VUDHO�DERXW�WKH�VODYHU\�
LQ�ZKLFK�WKH\�ZHUH�RQFH�KHOG�FDSWLYH��*RG�LV�UHPLQGLQJ�WKHP�RI�
+LV�PLJKW\�VDYLQJ�SRZHU��7KH�ZD\�WKH\�ZHUH�FRPPDQGHG�WR�DFW�
LV�D�GLUHFW�UHĠHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�JHQHURVLW\�*RG�RQFH�VKRZHG�LQ�WKHLU�
lives. We come face to face with the fact that hospitality is what 
*RG� LV� UHIHUULQJ� WR�KHUH�� 7R� VD\� LW� GLIIHUHQWO\�ZRXOG�EH� WR� VD\��
H[WUDRUGLQDU\�KRVSLWDOLW\�ĠRZV�IURP�*RG�

:H�DUH�QRW�MXVW�ORRNLQJ�DW�KRVSLWDOLW\��EXW�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�KRVSL-
WDOLW\��:KDW�PDNHV�KRVSLWDOLW\� VXFK�D�ELJ�GHDO� IRU� ,VUDHO� LQ� WKH�
2OG�7HVWDPHQW"�7KH�ERWWRP�OLQH�LV�WKLV��*RG�ZDQWHG�+LV�SHRSOH�
WR� UHSUHVHQW�+LP�ZHOO��*RG� LV� WKH�*RG�RI� WKH� VWUDQJHU�� IDWKHU-
OHVV��RXWFDVW��ZLGRZ�DQG�WKH�KXUWLQJ��+H�ZDQWHG�+LV�SHRSOH�WR�
UHĠHFW�+LP��/HWłV�VHH�ZKDW�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�KRVSLWDOLW\�ORRNV�OLNH�WR�
IRUHLJQHUV��RUSKDQV�DQG�ZLGRZV�LQ�'HXWHURQRP\����
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Extraordinary Hospitality to Foreigners
7KH�ğUVW� JURXS�ZHłUH� JRLQJ� WR� ORRN�DW� LV� IRUHLJQHUV�� ,VUDHO�ZDV�
SUHSDULQJ� WR�SRVVHVV� D�QHZ� ODQG�� 6FULSWXUH� WHOOV� XV� WKHUH�ZHUH�
IRUHLJQHUV�WUDYHOLQJ�ZLWK�WKHP�DQG�WKHUH�ZHUH�ERXQG�WR�EH�IRU-
HLJQHUV�UHVLGLQJ�LQ�WKH�QHZ�ODQG��6LQFH�*RG�LV�D�ORYLQJ��FRPSDV-
VLRQDWH�*RG��+H�ZDQWHG�WR�EH�FHUWDLQ�WKHLU�DFWLRQV�ZRXOG�UHĠHFW�
His character.

Ń:KHQ� \RX� DUH� KDUYHVWLQJ� LQ� \RXU� ğHOG� DQG� \RX�
RYHUORRN� D� VKHDI�� GR� QRW� JR� EDFN� WR� JHW� LW�� /HDYH�
it for the foreigner, the fatherless and the widow, 
VR�WKDW�WKH�/RUG�\RXU�*RG�PD\�EOHVV�\RX�LQ�DOO�WKH�
ZRUN�RI�\RXU�KDQGVń��Y������

7KH� GD\� ,VUDHO� HQWHUHG� WKH� 3URPLVHG� /DQG�� WKH\� ZRXOG� VWRS�
HDWLQJ�PDQQD�IURP�KHDYHQ�DQG�EHJLQ�KDUYHVWLQJ�IURP�WKH�ODQG��
7KLV�ZRXOG�LQFOXGH�KDUYHVWLQJ�JUDLQ�IURP�WKHLU�RZQ�ğHOGV��*UDLQ�
would have been one of the primary substances in their diet. 
7KH�ğUVW�WKLQJ�*RG�DVNV�RI�WKHP�LV�WR�OHDYH�VRPH�JUDLQ�IRU�WKHVH�
PDUJLQDOL]HG�JURXSV�RI�SHRSOH�

,Q�5XWK���ZH�ğQG�DQ�H[DPSOH�RI�D�IRUHLJQHU��LQ�,VUDHO��ZKR�ZDV�
LQ�GHVSHUDWH�QHHG�RI�JUDLQ��5XWK�FDPH�WR�,VUDHO�ZLWK�KHU�PRWKHU�
LQ�ODZ� 1DRPL��:KHQ� LW� ZDV� WLPH� IRU� WKH� KDUYHVW�� 5XWK� ZHQW�
RXW�DQG�EHJDQ�JDWKHULQJ�JUDLQ� LQ� WKH�ğHOGV�RI� D� FORVH� UHODWLYH��
%RD]��5XWK�KDG�QRWKLQJ�WR�RIIHU��6KH�KDG�MXVW�FRPH�WR�,VUDHO�ZLWK�
1DRPL��6KH�ZDV�D�IRUHLJQHU�ZLWK�QR�MRE��QR�PRQH\�WR�RIIHU��DQG�
VKH�QHHGHG�KRVSLWDOLW\� H[WHQGHG� WR�KHU�� 6KH� IROORZHG�1DRPLłV�
LQVWUXFWLRQV�DQG�ZHQW�RXW�HDUO\�LQ�WKH�PRUQLQJ�WR�JDWKHU�ZKDW�
OLWWOH�JUDLQ�VKH�FRXOG�IRU�WKHP�

:KLOH� VKH�ZDV�ZRUNLQJ� LQ� WKH�ğHOG�� %RD]� DSSURDFKHG�KHU� DQG�
LQYLWHG�KHU�WR�VWD\�ZLWK�KLV�ZRUNHUV�DQG�FRQWLQXH�JDWKHULQJ�JUDLQ�
DORQJVLGH�WKHP��%RD]�LQVWUXFWHG�KLV�ZRUNHUV�QRW�WR�OD\�D�KDQG�RQ�
KHU�DV�VKH�JDWKHUHG��DQG�ZHQW�VR�IDU�DV�WR�RIIHU�5XWK�ZDWHU�IURP�
WKH�MXJ�WR�TXHQFK�KHU�WKLUVW��7KLV�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�D�JRGVHQG�WR�
5XWK�DV�VKH�ODERUHG�LQ�WKH�KRW�VXQ��EXW�WKH�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�KRVSL-
WDOLW\�GRHVQłW�VWRS�WKHUH��%RD]�LQVWUXFWHG�WKH�KDUYHVWHUV�WR�OHDYH�
IXOO�VWRFNV�RQ�WKH�JURXQG��KH�RIIHUHG�KHU�EUHDG��DQG�KH�JDYH�KHU�
D�PHDO�RI�URDVWHG�JUDLQ��:KHQ�VKH�ZHQW�KRPH�WKDW�HYHQLQJ�WR�
1DRPL�� WKH�%LEOH� WHOOV�XV�VKH�EURXJKW�EDFN����SRXQGV�RI�JUDLQ�
ZLWK�KHU�����SRXQGV�RI�JUDLQ�IUHHO\�JLYHQ�WR�KHU�E\�%RD]�

7KH�GLFWLRQDU\�GHğQHV�KRVSLWDOLW\�DV�ŃWKH�IULHQGO\�DQG�JHQHURXV�
UHFHSWLRQ� DQG� HQWHUWDLQPHQW� RI� JXHVWV�� YLVLWRUV�� RU� VWUDQJHUV�ń�
%RD]�ZDV�H[FHSWLRQDOO\�IULHQGO\�DQG�JHQHURXV�WR�5XWK��*R�EDFN�
WR�'HXWHURQRP\����DQG� UHUHDG� WKH�YHUVH��:KHQ�ZH� ORRN�DW� LW�
DJDLQ��ZH�EDVLFDOO\�VHH�WKDW�*RG�LV�FRPPDQGLQJ�WKH�,VUDHOLWHV�WR�
EH�LQHIğFLHQW�LQ�WKHLU�KDUYHVW��7KH�KDUYHVWHUV�DUH�WR�LQWHQWLRQDOO\�
OHDYH�EHKLQG�HDWDEOH�JUDLQ�IRU�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�XQDEOH�WR�VXSSRUW�
WKHPVHOYHV��+RZ�FDQ�ZH�KHOS�PRGHO�ZKDW�%RD]�GLG�DQG�KHOS�D�
IRUHLJQHU"�:H�QHHG�WR�VWDUW�ZLWK�ğJXULQJ�RXW�ZKR�WKH�IRUHLJQHUV�
DURXQG�XV�DUH��$QRWKHU�ZRUG�IRU�IRUHLJQHU�LV�ŃVWUDQJHU�ń�$UH�WKHUH�
HYHU�VWUDQJHUV�DURXQG�\RX��SHRSOH�\RX�GRQłW�NQRZ"�,V�WKH�SHUVRQ�
VLWWLQJ�QH[W�WR�\RX�WKLV�PRUQLQJ�D�VWUDQJHU�RU�D�IULHQG"�,I�WKH\�DUH�

D�VWUDQJHU�RU�IULHQG��\RX�FDQ�PRGHO�WKH�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�KRVSLWDOLW\�
of God to them. 

9HUVH����HQGV�ZLWK�D�UHFLSURFDO�EHQHğW�IRU�VKRZLQJ�KRVSLWDOLW\��
7KH�KRVSLWDOLW\�VKRZQ�LV�UHZDUGHG�ZLWK�D�EOHVVLQJ�IURP�WKH�/RUG��
,�SHUVRQDOO\�WKLQN�%RD]�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�IDPLOLDU�ZLWK�WKLV�WH[W��
%RD]�ZDV�DZDUH� LW�ZDV�KLV� UHVSRQVLELOLW\� WR�PDNH�VXUH�KLV�KDU-
YHVWHUV� OHIW�JUDLQ� IRU� IRUHLJQHUV� VR� WKH\�FRXOG�JDWKHU� IRRG�DQG�
VXSSRUW� WKHPVHOYHV�ZLWK�VRPH�VHQVH�RI�GLJQLW\��%RD]�PRGHOHG�
H[WUDRUGLQDU\�KRVSLWDOLW\� WR�5XWK�GXULQJ�D�GLIğFXOW� WLPH� LQ�KHU�
OLIH�� $OWHUQDWLYHO\�� 5XWK� DFFHSWHG� WKH� KRVSLWDEOH� JHVWXUH� IURP�
%RD]��,W�ZDV�SUREDEO\�KXPEOLQJ��DQG�PD\EH�D�OLWWOH�QHUYH�UDFNLQJ��
IRU�5XWK�WR�DFFHSW�WKH�NLQGQHVV�RI�%RD]�EXW�VKH�DFFHSWHG�LW�

Extraordinary Hospitality to Orphans
7KH�QH[W�JURXS�ZHłUH�JRLQJ�WR�ORRN�DW�IURP�WKH�WH[W�DUH�WKH�ID-
WKHUOHVV��RU�ZKDW�ZH�PRUH�IUHTXHQWO\�FDOO��RUSKDQV�

Ń:KHQ�\RX�EHDW�WKH�ROLYHV�IURP�\RXU�WUHHV��GR�QRW�
JR� RYHU� WKH� EUDQFKHV� D� VHFRQG� WLPH�� /HDYH�ZKDW�
UHPDLQV� IRU� WKH� IRUHLJQHU�� WKH� IDWKHUOHVV� DQG� WKH�
ZLGRZń��Y������

/HWłV�VKLIW�JHDUV�D�PLQXWH�DQG�OHW�PH�WHOO�\RX�DERXW�ROLYHV�LQ�WKH�
0HGLWHUUDQHDQ��<RX�GRQłW�SLFN�ROLYHV�IURP�WKH�WUHH��\RX�EHDW�DQ�
olive tree and allow it to drop its valuable fruit. The olive tree 
LV�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�HVVHQWLDO�FXOWLYDWHG�SODQWV�LQ�3DOHVWLQH��6LQFH�
WKHUH�DUH�DOPRVW�QR�ROLYH�WUHHV�LQ�0HVRSRWDPLD�DQG�(J\SW��ROLYH�
oil became an important export product for Israel. When Israel 
LQKDELWHG�WKH�ODQG��WKH\�ZRXOG�EH�WKH�RQHV�EHDWLQJ�WKHVH�WUHHV�
DQG�PDNLQJ�ROLYH�RLO�LQ�WKH�FRPLQJ�\HDUV�

7KH�VHFRQG�WKLQJ�*RG�LV�DVNLQJ�,VUDHO�WR�GR�LV�OHDYH�ROLYHV�RQ�WKH�
WUHH��*RG�GLGQłW�ZDQW� WKH� ,VUDHOLWHV� WR� VWULS� WKH� WUHHV�EDUH��EXW�
to leave olives for the poor. The book of Proverbs reminds us of 
WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�VKRZLQJ�KRVSLWDOLW\�WR�WKH�SRRU��“Whoever op-
presses the poor shows contempt for their Maker, but whoever 
is kind to the needy honors God”��3URYHUEV���������3UDFWLFDOO\��LW�
FDQ�EH�GLIğFXOW�WR�VKRZ�KRVSLWDOLW\�WR�WKH�IDWKHUOHVV��1DWLRQZLGH�
there are almost half a million children currently in foster care. 
&DOLIRUQLD� FXUUHQWO\� KDV� WKH� ODUJHVW� SRSXODWLRQ� RI� FKLOGUHQ� LQ�
IRVWHU�FDUH��MXVW�RYHU��������

If you’ve seen the movie The Blind Side��WKHQ�\RX�NQRZ�WKDW�WKH�
7XRK\�IDPLO\�RSHQHG�WKHLU�KRPH�WR�0LFKDHO�2KHU��$IWHU�ğQGLQJ�
RXW�WKDW�KLV�PRP�ZDV�XQDEOH�WR�FDUH�IRU�KLP��WKH\�SURYLGHG�D�
URRP�LQ�WKHLU�KRPH��D�FDU�IRU�KLP�WR�XVH��DQG�PDGH�KLV�HGXFD-
WLRQ�D�SULRULW\��1RW�RQO\�GLG�WKH\�RSHQ�WKHLU�KRPH�WR�WKLV�PDQ��
WKH\� RSHQHG� WKHLU� OLYHV�� /HLJK� $QQH� 7XRK\� VDLG� WKLV�� Ń:KHQ�
VRPHRQH� FRPHV� LQWR� \RXU� OLIH�� OLNH� D�0LFKDHO� 2KHU�� WUXVW�PH�
ZKHQ�,�WHOO�\RX�WKDW�\RX��WKH�JLYHU��ZLOO�EHQHğW�PXFK�PRUH�WKDQ�
WKH�UHFHLYHU�HYHU�ZLOO�ń�7KHLU�VWRU\�LV�DQ�LQVSLULQJ�H[DPSOH�RI�H[-
traordinary hospitality.

:KDW�ZRXOG�KRVSLWDOLW\�OLNH�WKLV�ORRN�OLNH�RQ�WKH�3HQLQVXOD"�:H�
need to remember that at its core hospitality is the opposite of 



VHOğVKQHVV��/HW�PH�JLYH�\RX�DQ�H[DPSOH�IURP�WKH�%HQVRQ�KRPH��
1RW�WKLV�ZHHN�EXW�WKH�ZHHN�EHIRUH��ZH�KDG�WZR�SHRSOH��DW�GLI-
IHUHQW�WLPHV��VOHHSLQJ�RQ�RXU�FRXFK��7KH\�ZHUHQłW�RUSKDQV��EXW�
WKH\�QHHGHG�D�SODFH�WR�OD\�WKHLU�KHDG�IRU�WKH�QLJKW��2QH�RI�RXU�
JXHVWV�ZDV�D�SODQQHG�YLVLW�ZKLOH�WKH�RWKHU�WH[WHG�P\�ZLIH�LQ�WKH�
PLGGOH�RI� WKH�ZHHN�WR�VHH� LI� VKH�FRXOG�VWD\� WKH�QLJKW�� ,W�GLGQłW�
VWRS�WKHUH��:H�KDYH�D�IULHQG�ZKRłV�D�\RXQJ�FROOHJH�VWXGHQW�DW�
%LROD��7KLV�VXPPHU�KHłV�ZRUNLQJ�GRZQ�DW�0RXQW�+HUPRQ�DQG�
ZHłYH�LQYLWHG�KLP�WR�VSHQG�DQ\�6DWXUGD\�KH�ZDQWV�ZLWK�XV��2Q�
his drive up he texted me to see if he could do his laundry at our 
home; you already know that we said “yes” to him. 

I share this story not to boast but so that you can see I’m not 
DVNLQJ�\RX�WR�GR�DQ\WKLQJ�ZHłUH�QRW�ZLOOLQJ�WR�GR��6HHLQJ�KRZ�H[-
WUDRUGLQDU\�KRVSLWDOLW\�ĠRZV�IURP�*RG�VSXUV�XV�WR�EH�KRVSLWDEOH�
WR�WKRVH�DURXQG�XV��$UH�\RX�VD\LQJ�\HV�WR�WKH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�*RG�
KDV�JLYHQ�\RX�WR�H[WHQG�KRVSLWDOLW\"�,I�+LV�KRVSLWDOLW\�KDV�LPSDFW�
\RX�VKDUH�LW�ZLWK�RWKHUV��,łP�FRQYLQFHG�*RG�JLYHV�XV�RSSRUWXQL-
WLHV� WR�EH�KRVSLWDEOH�DOO� WKH� WLPH��7KH�TXHVWLRQ�EHFRPHV��+RZ�
ZLOO�ZH�UHVSRQG"

Extraordinary Hospitality to Widows
6R�IDU�ZHłYH�VHHQ�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�KRVSLWDOLW\�VKRZQ�WR�D�IRUHLJQHU�
DQG�D�IDWKHUOHVV�\RXQJ�PDQ��%XW�*RGłV�ZRUG�GRHVQłW�VWRS�WKHUH��
we have one more person God commanded the Israelites to 
VKRZ�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�KRVSLWDOLW\�WRŌZLGRZV�

Ń:KHQ�\RX�KDUYHVW�WKH�JUDSHV�LQ�\RXU�YLQH\DUG��GR�
QRW�JR�RYHU�WKH�YLQHV�DJDLQ��/HDYH�ZKDW�UHPDLQV�IRU�
WKH�IRUHLJQHU��WKH�IDWKHUOHVV�DQG�WKH�ZLGRZń��Y������

7KLV�LV�WKH�WKLUG�WLPH�*RG�LV�DVNLQJ�,VUDHO�WR�EH�LQHIğFLHQW�DW�KDU-
YHVW�WLPH��OHDYLQJ�JUDSHV�RQ�WKH�YLQH�WKDW�ZLOO�WUDQVODWH�LQWR�SUR-
YLVLRQ�IRU�ZLGRZV��,PDJLQH�ZKDW�D�ZHOFRPH�WUHDW�JUDSHV�ZRXOG�
have been to the somewhat monotonous diet in Israel! Grapes 
DUH�YHUVDWLOH��WKHLU�SXUSRVH�EHLQJ�WKUHHIROG��WKH\�FDQ�EH�XVHG�IRU�
IRRG��IRU�UDLVLQV��RU�IRU�ZLQH�PDNLQJ�

There can be a sense of helplessness in the life of a widow. It’s no 
ZRQGHU�WKDW�-DPHV�ZURWH�LQ�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW��“Religion that 
God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after 
orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from 
being polluted by the world” �-DPHV��������:LGRZV�FDQ� UDQJH�
IURP�D����\HDU�ROG�ZRPDQ�ZLWK�WZR�FKLOGUHQ�ZKR�ORVW�KHU�KXV-
EDQG�WR�FDQFHU�DOO� WKH�ZD\�WR�DQ����\HDU�ROG�ZRPDQ�ZKR�ORVW�
KHU�KXVEDQG�WR�FRQJHVWLYH�KHDUW�IDLOXUH�

-HVXV�PRGHOV�FDULQJ�IRU�ZLGRZV�LQ�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW��,Q�/XNH�
��������ZH� ğQG� -HVXV� VPDFN� LQ� WKH�PLGGOH� RI� D� YHU\�PRYLQJ�
VFHQH��$V�+H�ZDONV�LQWR�WKH�OLWWOH�WRZQ�RI�1DLQ��RXW�FRPHV�D�IX-
QHUDO�SURFHVVLRQ��7KHUHłV�OLNHO\�DQ�RSHQ�FRIğQ�ZLWK�WKH�FRYHUHG�
FRUSVH�RI�D�\RXQJ�PDQ��/HDGLQJ�WKH�SURFHVVLRQ�LV�D�ZRPDQ��DQG�
VKHłV�ZDLOLQJ��,I�\RXłYH�VHHQ�0LGGOH�(DVWHUQ�IXQHUDOV��\RX�NQRZ�
WKHLU� JULHI� LVQłW� KLGGHQ�� 7KLV� ZRPDQ� KDV� DOUHDG\� EXULHG� KHU�

KXVEDQG��DQG�QRZ�VKH�PXVW�EXU\�KHU�VRQ��:KDW�D�SDLQIXO�VLWX-
DWLRQ�VKH�LV�LQ�DV�WKH�YLOODJH�VKXIĠHV�EHKLQG�KHU��XQLWHG�LQ�JULHI�

:KHQ�WKH�/RUG�VDZ�WKH�PRXUQLQJ�ZRPDQ��“his heart went out 
to her, and he said, ‘Don’t cry.’”�,VQłW�WKDW�ZRQGHUIXO"�-HVXV�HQ-
JDJHV�ZLWK� WKH�SDLQ� WKLV�ZLGRZ� LV� IHHOLQJ��7KH�6DYLRU�FDUHV� IRU�
WKLV�ZRPDQ�� 7KHQ� -HVXV�ZHQW�XS� DQG� WRXFKHG� WKH� FRIğQ�� DQG�
WKRVH�FDUU\LQJ�LW�VWRRG�VWLOO��7KH�FRIğQ�EHDUHUV�DUH�VWDQGLQJ�VWLOO��
WKH�YLOODJH�LV�VWDQGLQJ�VWLOO��DQG�HYHU\RQH�LV�VKRFNHG��7KHQ�-HVXV�
VD\V�VRPHWKLQJ�,łYH�QHYHU�VHHQ�GRQH�DW�D�IXQHUDO��-HVXV�WRXFKHV�
WKH�ELHU��DQG�KH�VD\V��“Young man, I say to you, get up.”�/XNH��
LQ�JORULRXV�XQGHUVWDWHPHQW��ZULWHV��“The dead man sat up and 
began to talk, and Jesus gave him back to his mother.” 

-HVXV��RXU�/RUG�DQG�6DYLRU��WRRN�+LV�YDOXDEOH�WLPH�WR�FDUH�IRU�WKLV�
ZLGRZ��7KLV�YHU\�ZHOO�PD\�EH� WKH�EHVW�H[DPSOH�RI�D�JHQHURXV�
DQG�IULHQGO\�UHFHSWLRQ�RI�D�VWUDQJHU�ZHłYH�HYHU�VHHQ��-HVXV�GLGQłW�
DWWHPSW� WR�DYRLG� WKH� IXQHUDO�SURFHVVLRQ��1R�� -HVXV�EHFDPH�GL-
UHFWO\�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKLV�ZLGRZłV�SDLQ�DQG�SURYLGHG�WKH�RQH�WKLQJ�
VKH�ZDV� ORQJLQJ� IRU�� 7KLV� VWRU\� LV�QRW� WR� VD\� WKDW� HYHU\�ZLGRZ�
ZLOO�JHW�KHU�VRQ�EDFN��EXW�LWłV�D�JUHDW�H[DPSOH�RI�KRZ�-HVXV�ZDV�
QRW�RQO\�ZLOOLQJ�EXW�DYDLODEOH�WR�VKRZ�KRVSLWDOLW\�ZKHQ�WKH�RS-
SRUWXQLW\�SUHVHQWHG�LWVHOI��7KLV�LV�D�JUHDW�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�VWRU\��
EXW�ZKDW�GRHV�WKLV�ORRN�OLNH�RQ�WKH�3HQLQVXOD"

7KH�ğUVW� WKLQJ�\RX�KDYH�WR�NQRZ�DERXW�VKRZLQJ�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�
KRVSLWDOLW\� LV� WKLVŌLWłV�JRLQJ� WR� WDNH� WLPH�� ,WłV�JRLQJ� WR� UHTXLUH�
XV� WR� IUHH� XS� RXU� FDOHQGDU�� WXUQ� RII� RXU� 79� DQG� VHW� DVLGH� RXU�
L3KRQH� IRU� WKH� DIWHUQRRQ��+RVSLWDOLW\� FDQ� VWDUW�ZLWK� LQYLWLQJ� D�
widow into your home for a cup of tea or a home cooked meal. 
,W�GRHVQłW�HYHQ�KDYH�WR�EH�KRPH�FRRNHG��LW�FRXOG�EH�SL]]D��0D\EH�
\RXłUH�WKLQNLQJ�RI�VRPHRQH�ZKR�\RX�ZRXOG�ZDQW�WR�LQYLWH�LQWR�
\RXU�NLWFKHQ�EXW�KHU�SK\VLFDO�FRQGLWLRQ�ZRQłW�DOORZ�KHU� WR�JHW�
WKHUH��,WłV�RN��\RX�FRXOG�PDNH�D�PHDO�DQG�EULQJ�LW�WR�KHU�KRPH��
<RX�FRXOG�VLW�LQ�KHU�NLWFKHQ�DQG�KDYH�ZRQGHUIXO�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�

7KH� SRLQW� LV� IULHQGO\� FRQYHUVDWLRQ� DQG� HQMR\LQJ� HDFK� RWKHUłV�
FRPSDQ\��,PDJLQH�ZKHUH�WKH�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�FRXOG�OHDG�DQG�ZKDW�
NLQG�RI�IULHQGVKLS�FRXOG�GHYHORS��,PDJLQH�WKH�ODXJKWHU�\RX�FRXOG�
HQMR\�VLWWLQJ�IDFH�WR�IDFH�ZLWK�D�ZRQGHUIXO�SHUVRQ��,I�\RX�GRQłW�
NQRZ�D�ZLGRZ��ğQG�DQ�DVVLVWHG�OLYLQJ�KRPH�DQG�PHHW�RQH��)HHO�
IUHH�WR�OHDYH�URRP�LQ�\RXU�FDOHQGDU�WKLV�ZHHN�DQG�VWDUW�FUHDWLQJ�
space in your life for God to use your kitchen to show His love to 
RWKHUV��([WUDRUGLQDU\�KRVSLWDOLW\�ĠRZV�IURP�*RG�WR�XV�DQG�WKHQ�
to others.

Hospitality Reminder
5HWXUQLQJ�WR�RXU�WH[W�LQ�'HXWHURQRP\�ZH�VHH�WKDW�*RG�HPSOR\V�
repetition in His command.

Ń5HPHPEHU�WKDW�\RX�ZHUH�VODYHV�LQ�(J\SW��7KDW�LV�
ZK\�,�FRPPDQG�\RX�WR�GR�WKLVń��Y������

5HSHWLWLRQ�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�ZH�FDQ�DOO�XVH��D�JHQWOH�UHPLQGHU�IURP�
RXU�/RUG�WR�OLYH�D�OLIH�RI�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�KRVSLWDOLW\��5RPDQV�������



7KLV�PHVVDJH�IURP�6FULSWXUH�ZDV�SUHDFKHG�RQ�6XQGD\��-XQH����������DW�&HQWUDO�3HQLQVXOD�&KXUFK
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DIğUPV�WKLV�OLIHVW\OH�RI�KRVSLWDOLW\��3DXO�WHOOV�XV�WR�“share with the 
Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality.”�7KH�RULJLQDO�
Greek word used here for hospitality is ĳȚȜȠȟİȞȓĮȞ (philoxenia). 
,WłV� D� FRPELQDWLRQ�RI� WZR�ZRUGV�� ORYH�DQG� VWUDQJHU��$W� LWV� URRW�
KRVSLWDOLW\�PHDQV�ŃORYH�RI�VWUDQJHUV�ń

7KH�SUDFWLFH�RI�KRVSLWDOLW\�ZDV� LQJUDLQHG� LQ� WKH� -HZLVK�SHRSOH�
IRU� FHQWXULHV�� ,W� ZDV� D� ZD\� RI� OLIH�� QRW� DQ� HYHQW�� )RU� WKH� 2OG�
7HVWDPHQW� -HZV��KRVSLWDOLW\�ZDV�D�VDFUHG�GXW\�� ,W�ZDV�XQWKLQN-
DEOH�WR�UHIXVH�KRVSLWDOLW\�WR�D�QHHG\�SHUVRQ��8QIRUWXQDWHO\��WKH\�
TXLFNO\�IRUJRW�DERXW�WKLV�FRPPDQG��7KH�KRVSLWDOLW\�ZH�VDZ�FRP-
PDQGHG�LQ�'HXWHURQRP\�DQG�5RPDQV�LV�WKH�VDPH�KRVSLWDOLW\�ZH�
FDQ�DOO�SUDFWLFH��7KLV�PRUQLQJ�ZH�FDQ�SLFN�WKLV�FRPPDQG�EDFN�XS�
DQG�PRGHO�WKH�ORYH�RI�RXU�6DYLRU�WR�WKRVH�DURXQG�XV��7KLV�QHHGV�
to become our mindset.

/HWłV�VXPPDUL]H�ZKDW�ZH�VWXGLHG��5HPHPEHU�%RD]"�+RVSLWDOLW\�
LV�JRLQJ�WR�FRVW�XV�VRPHWKLQJ��$V�ZH�SUDFWLFH�KRVSLWDOLW\�RQ�WKH�
3HQLQVXOD�EH�SUHSDUHG�IRU�WKH�FRVW�DQG�JHW�UHDG\�IRU�WKH�EOHVVLQJ�
WR�IROORZ�\RXU�REHGLHQFH��6HFRQGO\��ZH�OHDUQHG�IURP�WKH�7XRK\�
IDPLO\�WKDW�KRVSLWDOLW\�UHTXLUHV�URRP��7KLV�LV�D�JUHDW�WLPH�WR�VWDUW�
WKLQNLQJ�DERXW�FUHDWLQJ�URRP�LQ�\RXU�KRPH�WR�EH�KRVSLWDEOH��$�
VLGH�QRWH�RQ�WKLV�DSSOLFDWLRQ��LI�\RX�ZDLW�XQWLO�\RXU�KRPH�LV�SHU-
IHFWO\�UHDG\�WR�SUDFWLFH�KRVSLWDOLW\�\RX�QHYHU�ZLOO��6WRS�ZDLWLQJ�

IRU�\RXU�KRPH�WR�EH�SHUIHFW�DQG�MXVW�VWDUW�SUDFWLFLQJ�KRVSLWDOLW\��
)LQDOO\��ZH�VDZ�KRZ�-HVXV�GLGQłW�DOORZ�WLPH�FRQVWUDLQWV�WR�KLQGHU�
hospitality. Jesus was hospitable when hospitality was needed 
PRVW��-HVXV�PRGHOHG�FUHDWLQJ�VSDFH�LQ�RXU�IDVW�SDFHG�OLYHV�WR�EH�
KRVSLWDEOH�WR�RWKHUV��([WUDRUGLQDU\�KRVSLWDOLW\�ĠRZV�IURP�*RG�WR�
us and then to others.

6RPH�RI�\RX�PLJKW�EH�WKLQNLQJ��Ń1HDO��,�GRQłW�KDYH�WKH�VSLULWXDO�
JLIW�RI�KRVSLWDOLW\��VR�,�DP�RII�WKH�KRRN�ń�,WłV�WUXH��VRPH�&KULVWLDQV�
KDYH� WKH� VSLULWXDO� JLIW� RI� KRVSLWDOLW\�� 7KH\� DUH� XQEHOLHYDEOH� DW�
PDNLQJ�SHRSOH�IHHO�ORYHG��FDUHG�IRU�DQG�ZHOFRPHG��%XW�WKH�%LEOH�
WHOOV� DOO� RI� XV� WR� SUDFWLFH� KRVSLWDOLW\�ZKHWKHU�ZH� KDYH� WKH� JLIW�
or not; it’s not an option. Hospitality is a practice for all people 
ZKR�FDOO�WKHPVHOYHV�D�IROORZHU�RI�-HVXV��([WUDRUGLQDU\�KRVSLWDOLW\�
ĠRZV�IURP�*RG�WR�XV�DQG�WKHQ�WR�RWKHUV��$V�&KULVW�IROORZHUV�ZH�
FDQ�PRGHO�WKLV�NLQG�RI�KRVSLWDOLW\�RQ�WKH�3HQLQVXOD��6WDUW�SUDF-
WLFLQJ�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�KRVSLWDOLW\�WRGD\��:KR�NQRZV�KRZ�LW�PLJKW�
FKDQJH�\RXU�OLIH�RU�WKH�OLYHV�RI�WKRVH�DURXQG�\RX��

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


