
We are continuing our series, “Building a Home: One Room 
at a Time,” and can you guess what room we are in? Yes, you 
got it—The Doghouse! Raise your hands if you have ever spent 
some time in this place! Raise your hands if you are there now! 
If you are unfamiliar with this wonderful house, let me explain. 
According to Webster’s Dictionary the Doghouse is “a state of 
disfavor. A bad situation where someone is angry with you.” 
7KH�8UEDQ�'LFWLRQDU\�VD\V��LWłV�ŃZKHUH�\RX�DUH�ğJXUDWLYHO\�ZKHQ�
you’re on bad terms with your spouse or loved one.”

%HLQJ�LQ�WKH�GRJKRXVH�LV�DOO�DERXW�FRQĠLFW��:H�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�WDON�
DERXW�WKDW�WRGD\�EHFDXVH�FRQĠLFW�LQ�WKH�KRPH�LV�LQHYLWDEOH��1R�
family and no relationships are immune. When dealt with bibli-
FDOO\��FRQĠLFW�FDQ�EH�XVHG�DV�D�FDWDO\VW�IRU�GHHS�FKDQJH�DQG�DQ�
opportunity for both spiritual and relational growth. If we be-
lieve that, why are we afraid to tell our friend why her words 
KXUW�XV"�:K\�LV�LW�KDUG�WR�DVN�RXU�ERVV�IRU�D�UDLVH"�:K\�GR�ZH�VK\�
away from confronting a family member about how his actions 
are hurting his family? 

,łYH� OHDUQHG� WKDW� ZKHQ� LW� FRPHV� WR� FRQĠLFW�� WKHUH� DUH� XVXDOO\�
WKUHH�W\SHV�RI�SHRSOH��7KH�ğUVW�LV�VRPHRQH�ZKR�WKULYHV�RQ�FRQ-
ĠLFW��:HłOO�FDOO�WKHP�GUDPD�TXHHQV��<RX�NQRZ�VRPHRQH�OLNH�WKDW"�
7KH\�DUH�DOZD\V�VWLUULQJ�VRPHWKLQJ�XS�EHFDXVH�WKH\�QHHG�FRQĠLFW�
to survive. At the other extreme there are those who are con-
ĠLFW�DYRLGHUV��7KH\�KDWH�FRQĠLFW�ZLWK�HYHU\�IDEULF�RI�WKHLU�EHLQJ��
Harmony and peace are high values for them. And the rest of us 
IDOO�VRPHZKHUH�LQ�EHWZHHQ��1R�RQH�HQMR\V�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�FRQĠLFW��
6RPH�RI�XV�DUH�MXVW�SODLQ�EDG�DW�LW��7R�KHOS�XV��ZH�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�
ORRN�DW�ZKDW�WKH�%LEOH�VD\V�DERXW�FRQĠLFW�UHVROXWLRQ��:HłOO�ğUVW�
OHDUQ�ZKHUH� FRQĠLFW� FRPHV� IURP� DQG� WKHQ�ZHłOO� OHDUQ� KRZ� WR�
GHDO�ZLWK�LW�ELEOLFDOO\��/RRN�ZLWK�PH�DW�-DPHV�������

:KHUH�'RHV�&RQĠLFW�&RPH�)URP"
:KDW�FDXVHV�ğJKWV�DQG�TXDUUHOV�DPRQJ�\RX"�'RQłW�
WKH\� FRPH� IURP� \RXU� GHVLUHV� WKDW� EDWWOH� ZLWKLQ�
\RX"�<RX�GHVLUH�EXW�GR�QRW�KDYH�� VR�\RX�NLOO��<RX�
FRYHW�EXW� \RX� FDQQRW� JHW�ZKDW� \RX�ZDQW�� VR� \RX�
TXDUUHO�DQG�ğJKW��<RX�GR�QRW�KDYH�EHFDXVH�\RX�GR�
QRW�DVN�*RG�

-DPHV�LV�QRW�ZULWLQJ�WR�WKRVH�RXW�WKHUH��KH�LV�ZULWLQJ�WR�&KULVWLDQV��
$SSDUHQWO\� LQ� KLV� FKXUFK� WKHUH� ZDV� PDMRU� FRQĠLFW�� ğJKWV� DQG�
TXDUUHOV�� ,I� WKLQJV� ZHUH� SHDFK\�� KH� ZRXOGQłW� QHHG� WR� DGGUHVV�
WKHP��-DPHV�ZDQWV�WR�SLQSRLQW�WKH�VRXUFH�RI�WKHLU�FRQĠLFW��:KDW�
FDXVHV�FRQĠLFW"�&RQĠLFW�FRPHV�IURP�WKH�GHVLUHV�WKDW�EDWWOH�LQ�RXU�
hearts. The word “desire” is an interesting word in the original 

language meaning pleasure. We get the English word hedonism 
IURP�LW��-DPHV�LV�VD\LQJ�WKLV��FRQĠLFW�FRPHV�EHFDXVH�WKH�GHVLUHV�
pleasures of this world are constantly battling within you. We 
have desires that want to love God and please him and desires 
WKDW�ZDQW�WR�EH�VHOğVK�

$SRVWOH�3DXO�WDONV�DERXW�WKLV�ğJKW�JRLQJ�RQ�ZLWKLQ�XV��,Q�5RPDQV�
������KH�ZULWHV��“I do not understand what I do. For what I want 
to do I do not do, but what I hate I do.” Did you feel that this 
ZHHN"�,�VXUH�GLG��3DXO�FRQWLQXHV�KLV�H[SODQDWLRQ�RI�WKLV�VWUXJJOH�
a few verses later, Ń6R�,�ğQG�WKLV�ODZ�DW�ZRUN��$OWKRXJK�,�ZDQW�WR�
GR�JRRG��HYLO�LV�ULJKW�WKHUH�ZLWK�PH��)RU�LQ�P\�LQQHU�EHLQJ�,�GH-
OLJKW�LQ�*RGłV�ODZ��EXW�,�VHH�DQRWKHU�ODZ�DW�ZRUN�LQ�PH��ZDJLQJ�
ZDU� DJDLQVW� WKH� ODZ� RI�P\�PLQG� DQG�PDNLQJ�PH� D� SULVRQHU�
RI�WKH� ODZ�RI�VLQ�DW�ZRUN�ZLWKLQ�PH��:KDW�D�ZUHWFKHG�PDQ�,�
DP��:KR�ZLOO�UHVFXH�PH�IURP�WKLV�ERG\�WKDW�LV�VXEMHFW�WR�GHDWK"�
7KDQNV� EH� WR� *RG�� ZKR� GHOLYHUV�PH� WKURXJK� -HVXV� &KULVW� RXU�
/RUG�ń��YHUVHV���ŋ����

6RPHRQH�RQFH�VDLG�LWłV�OLNH�WKHUH�DUH�WZR�GRJV�ğJKWLQJ�ZLWKLQ�XV��
7KH�ROG�GRJ��WKH�VLQIXO�QDWXUH��WKH�ĠHVK��DUH�DW�RGGV�ZLWK�WKH�QHZ�
man, the Holy Spirit and our desire to live for God. Who wins? 
7KH�GRJ�ZH�IHHG�WKH�PRVW��-DPHV�DGGV��LI�WKHVH�ZRUOGO\�GHVLUHV�
JR�XQFKHFNHG��LI�WKH\�DUH�QRW�GHDOW�ZLWK��KH�VD\V�WKH\�ZLOO�HYHQWX-
DOO\�OHDG�WR�PXUGHU��7KDW�LV�ZKDW�KH�VD\V��&RQĠLFW�FRPH�IURP�WKH�
desires that battle in our hearts. Which desires, which dog, are 
you feeding more? 

,Q�P\�RZQ�PDUULDJH�,�VDZ�WKLV�DW�ZRUN�HDUO\�RQ��0LVV\�DQG�,�GDWHG�
for about a year and had a 6-month engagement. We didn’t re-
DOO\�ğJKW�RU�KDYH�DQ\�FRQĠLFW�DV�D�GDWLQJ�FRXSOH��/LNH�PRVW�GDWLQJ�
or engaged couples we were experiencing the bliss of being 
madly in love and dreaming about our life together. Some of the 
WKLQJV�WKDW�ERWKHUHG�PH�DERXW�KHU�,�MXVW�VKUXJJHG�RII�DV�FXWH�DQG�
not important. Then we got married and started to live together. 
And to my surprise those things I thought were no big deal be-
FDPH�DUHDV�RI�FRQĠLFW��/LNH�ZKHQ�LW�FDPH�WR�XVLQJ�WKH�WRRWKSDVWH��
I realized we were very different. There are toothpaste rollers 
ZKR�HIğFLHQWO\� UROO� DOO� WKH� WRRWKSDVWH�RXW�RI� WKH� WXEH�NHHSLQJ�
LW�QLFH�DQG�WLJKW��+RZ�PDQ\�RI�\RX�DUH�OLNH�WKDW"�7KHQ�WKHUH�DUH�
WRRWKSDVWH� DQDUFKLVWV� ZKR� JUDE� DQG� VTXHH]H� DQ\ZKHUH�� +RZ�
PDQ\�RI�\RX�DUH� OLNH� WKDW"� ,�ZRQłW� WHOO� \RX�ZKLFK�RQH�ZDV�PH�
RU�P\�ZLIH��2QH�RI�RXU�ğUVW�FRQĠLFWV�ZDV�DOO�DERXW�WRRWKSDVWH�
VTXHH]LQJ�PHWKRGV��,�ODLG�RXW�P\�DUJXPHQW�DQG�SUHVHQWHG�LW�OLNH�
D�JRRG�ODZ\HU��7R�ZKLFK�VKH�UHVSRQGHG��Ń5HDOO\��LWłV�MXVW�D�WXEH�RI�
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WRRWKSDVWH�ń�:KDW�,�ZDQWHG�ZDV�IRU�0LVV\�WR�GR�LW�P\ way, the 
ULJKW�ZD\��0\�VHOğVK�GHVLUHV�FRXOG�VHH�QR�RWKHU�SRVVLELOLW\�XQWLO�,�
UHDOL]HG�MXVW�KRZ�ULGLFXORXV�,�ZDV�EHLQJ��6R��\RX�NQRZ�ZKDW�ZH�
did? We bought another tube of toothpaste and I had mine and 
VKH�KDG�KHUV��SUREOHP�VROYHG��7ZHOYH�\HDUV�DQG�WKUHH�NLGV�ODWHU�
DQG�,łP�OXFN\�MXVW�WR�ğQG�D�WXEH�RI�WRRWKSDVWH�VRPHZKHUH�LQ�WKH�
KRXVH��,�NQRZ�WKDW�LV�D�VLOO\�H[DPSOH��EXW�LW�ZDV�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�
XV�OHDUQLQJ�KRZ�WR�UHVROYH�FRQĠLFW�DV�D�\RXQJ�FRXSOH�DQG�WUXVW�
me, we are still learning. 

Before we move on, I don’t want us to miss one more impor-
WDQW� WKLQJ� -DPHV� WHOOV� XV� DERXW� GHDOLQJ�ZLWK� FRQĠLFW�� ,Q� YHUVH�
�E�KH�VD\V��Ń<RX�GR�QRW�KDYH�EHFDXVH�\RX�GR�QRW�DVN�*RG�ń He’s 
reminding us about the importance of prayer when handling 
FRQĠLFW��$ULVWRWOH�VDLG�LW�ZHOO�Ń$Q\RQH�FDQ�EHFRPH�DQJU\��7KDW�LV�
easy. But to be angry with the right person, to the right degree, at 
the right time, for the right purpose and in the right way—that is 
QRW�HDV\�ń�+DQGOLQJ�FRQĠLFW�LV�QHYHU�HDV\��%XW��LI�ZH�FDQ�ğQG�WKH�
VSDFH�WR�VORZ�GRZQ��WDNH�D�VWHS�EDFN�DQG�WDON�WR�WKH�/RUG�DERXW�
WKH�LVVXH��ZHłOO�WDNH�D�KXJH�VWHS�IRUZDUG�LQ�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�FRQĠLFW�
biblically and with the right heart. Prayer is not about getting 
*RG� WR� FKDQJH� \RXU� VSRXVH�� \RXU� NLGV�� RU� \RXU� ERVV�� SUD\HU� LV�
about changing you. Prayer is submitting ourselves to the Lord 
DQG�DVNLQJ�IRU�KLV�ZLVGRP�DQG�JHWWLQJ�KLV�JUDFH�DERXW�WKH�LVVXH�
DW�KDQG��:KDW�FRQĠLFW�DUH�\RX�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK"� ,W� VHHPV�REYLRXV�
EXW��KDYH�\RX�SUD\HG�DERXW�LW"�+DYH�\RX�DVNHG�*RG�WR�ZRUN�LQ�
DQG�WKURXJK�LW"�+DYH�\RX�DVNHG�*RG�WR�GHDO�ZLWK�\RX�ğUVW"�7KDWłV�
RQH�ZD\�WR�VWDUW�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�FRQĠLFW��/HWłV�ORRN�DW�WKUHH�RWKHUV��
7XUQ�WR���&RULQWKLDQV������ŋ������

+RZ�'R�:H�'HDO�ZLWK�&RQĠLFW"
6R�ZKHWKHU�\RX�HDW�RU�GULQN�RU�ZKDWHYHU�\RX�GR��
GR�LW�DOO�IRU�WKH�JORU\�RI�*RG��'R�QRW�FDXVH�DQ\RQH�
WR�VWXPEOH��ZKHWKHU�-HZV��*UHHNV�RU�WKH�FKXUFK�RI�
*RGŌHYHQ�DV�,�WU\�WR�SOHDVH�HYHU\RQH�LQ�HYHU\�ZD\��
)RU�,�DP�QRW�VHHNLQJ�P\�RZQ�JRRG�EXW�WKH�JRRG�RI�
PDQ\��VR�WKDW�WKH\�PD\�EH�VDYHG�

)ROORZ� P\� H[DPSOH�� DV� ,� IROORZ� WKH� H[DPSOH� RI�
&KULVW�

6HH�FRQĠLFW�DV�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\¹

,Q�RUGHU� WR�KDQGOH� FRQĠLFW�ZHOO� \RX�PXVW�ğUVW�KDYH� WKH� ULJKW�
SHUVSHFWLYH�� &RQĠLFW� FDQ� EH� DQ� RSSRUWXQLW\� IRU� VSLULWXDO� DQG�
relational growth. Some of us have been raised to believe that 
FRQĠLFW� LV� EDG�� EXW� LWłV� QRW�� 7KLQN� DERXW� WKH� ODVW� FRQĠLFW� \RX�
KDG��0D\EH�LW�ZDV�DQ�DUJXPHQW�ZLWK�VRPHRQH�LQ�\RXU�IDPLO\��
0D\EH�LW�ZDV�D�ğJKW�ZLWK�\RXU�VSRXVH��,I�\RX�ZHUH�DEOH�WR�ZRUN�
through it, is your relationship with the other person stronger 
DQG�PRUH�KHDOWK\"�0RVW�RIWHQ��LW�LV��HVSHFLDOO\�LI�LW�ZDV�KDQGOHG�
ELEOLFDOO\��,�WKLQN�DERXW�DOO�WKH�ğJKWV�DQG�LVVXHV�,łYH�KDG�ZLWK�P\�
ZLIH��NLGV�DQG�IULHQGV��0RVW�RI�WKHP��QRW�DOO��ZHUH�RSSRUWXQL-
ties for deep spiritual and relational growth. When I have to 
DSRORJL]H�DQG�RZQ�XS�WR�P\�PLVWDNHV��KXPLOLW\�LV�GHYHORSHG�LQ�

PH��:KHQ�,�DP�IRUFHG�WR�VHH�P\�VLQ��,�EHFRPH�PRUH�WKDQNIXO�
RI�WKH�ORYH�-HVXV�KDV�IRU�PH��*RG�LQ�KLV�JUDFH�XVHV�P\�PDUULDJH�
DQG�SDUHQWLQJ�WR�EH�WKH�SULPDU\�VRXUFHV�IRU�P\�VDQFWLğFDWLRQ��
and for that I am grateful.

$SRVWOH�3DXO�ZDQWHG�WKH�FKXUFK�LQ�&RULQWK�WR�VHH�FRQĠLFW�DV�DQ�
opportunity. I don’t have time to go into details but basically 
WKH�LVVXH�IRU�WKH�FKXUFK�LQ�&RULQWK�DW�WKDW�WLPH�KDG�WR�GR�ZLWK�
ZKDW�*HQWLOHV��QRQ�-HZV��ZHUH�HDWLQJ��-HZLVK�EHOLHYHUV�GLG�QRW�
HDW�PHDW�WKDW�ZDV�VDFULğFHG�WR�LGROV��7KH�7HQ�&RPPDQGPHQWV�
warned against idolatry. However, most Gentiles had no problem 
eating the meat. In fact, most of the meat available in the city of 
&RULQWK�ZDV�PRVW� OLNHO\�RIIHUHG�WR�DQ�LGRO�EHIRUH� LW�ZDV�HDWHQ��
<RX�FDQ�VHH�KRZ�WKLV�ZDV�D�SUREOHP�IRU�FKXUFK�SRWOXFNV��7RGD\��
WKHUH�DUH�PDQ\�GLIIHUHQW� LVVXHV�ZH� IDFH�DV�&KULVWLDQV�DQG�DV�D�
church that are much more relevant than idol meat. Should a 
&KULVWLDQ�GR�\RJD�RU�UHDG�D�+DUU\�3RWWHU�ERRN�IRU�H[DPSOH"�+RZ�
VKRXOG�WKH�FKXUFK�GHDO�ZLWK�WKLV�PDMRU�LVVXH"�3DXO�PDNHV�WKUHH�
points.  
)LUVW��VHH�FRQĠLFW�DV�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�JORULI\�*RG��“So whether 
\RX�HDW�RU�GULQN�RU�ZKDWHYHU�\RX�GR��GR� LW�DOO� IRU� WKH�JORU\�RI�
*RG�ń� � According to Paul, anything short of sin can be done 
IRU�WKH�JORU\�RI�*RG��<RX�FDQ�HDW�RU�GULQN�IRU�*RGłV�JORU\��The 
Westminster Shorter Catechism�DVNV�LQ�TXHVWLRQ�RQH��Ń:KDW�LV�WKH�
chief end of man?” In other words, What is our purpose in life? 
$QVZHU��Ń0DQłV�FKLHI�HQG�LV�WR�JORULI\�*RG��DQG�WR�HQMR\�KLP�IRU-
ever.” Paul and The Westminster Shorter Catechism agree—what-
HYHU�\RX�GR�RU�VD\�LQ�OLIH��QR�PDWWHU�KRZ�LQVLJQLğFDQW�RU�ODUJH��
can be done for God’s glory. That means people should be able to 
ORRN�DW�KRZ�ZH�KDQGOH�FRQĠLFW�DQG�VHH�WKDW�ZH�DUH�*RGłV�SHRSOH��
7KHUH�VKRXOG�EH�D�VWULNLQJ�GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�KRZ�*RGłV�SHRSOH�
DQG�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�GHDO�ZLWK�FRQĠLFW�� ,łYH�IRXQG�WKDW�LWłV�
RQO\�ZKHQ�ZH�DUH�LQ�D�ULJKW�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�-HVXV�WKDW�ZH�FDQ�
glorify him in all we do and say. If this relationship is messed up, 
WKHVH�UHODWLRQVKLSV�DUH�WRR��7R�JORULI\�*RG�PHDQV�WR�PDNH�PXFK�
of him, to honor him, to allow his name to shine. You can glorify 
*RG�WKURXJK�FRQĠLFW�

6HFRQG��VHH�FRQĠLFW�DV�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�VHUYH�RWKHUV�LQ�ORYH��“Do 
QRW�FDXVH�DQ\RQH�WR�VWXPEOH��ZKHWKHU�-HZV��*UHHNV�RU�WKH�FKXUFK�
RI�*RGŌHYHQ�DV�,�WU\�WR�SOHDVH�HYHU\RQH�LQ�HYHU\�ZD\��)RU�,�DP�
QRW�VHHNLQJ�P\�RZQ�JRRG�EXW�WKH�JRRG�RI�PDQ\��VR�WKDW�WKH\�PD\�
EH� VDYHG�ń The overriding principle Paul wants the believers in 
&RULQWK�WR�JUDVS�LV�ORYH�PDWWHUV�PRUH�WKDQ�EHLQJ�ULJKW��/RYH�PDW-
ters more than winning an argument. Love matters more than 
WRRWKSDVWH��%\�*RGłV�JUDFH�\RX�FDQ�XVH�FRQĠLFW�WR�VHUYH�RWKHUV�E\�
EHDULQJ�WKHLU�EXUGHQV��:KHQ�\RX�VHHN�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�VRPHRQHłV�
position you show your love and care for them. Even when you 
have to confront someone, if done with truth and grace, you are 
serving them in love. 

7KLUG�� VHH�FRQĠLFW�DV�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\� WR�JURZ� LQ�&KULVWOLNHQHVV��
Ń)ROORZ�P\�H[DPSOH��DV�,�IROORZ�WKH�H[DPSOH�RI�&KULVW�ń�At the 



HQG�RI�WKH�GD\��ZH�ZDQW�WR�IROORZ�WKH�H[DPSOH�RI�-HVXV��,Q�HYHU\�
FRQĠLFW��ZH�ZDQW�WR�DVN�WKH�TXHVWLRQ��OLNH�WKH�EUDFHOHWV��Ń:KDW�
ZRXOG�-HVXV�GR"ń�:KHWKHU�WKH�FRQĠLFW�LV�RYHU�LGRO�PHDW�RU�VRPH-
WKLQJ�HOVH��3DXO�ZDQWV�XV�WR�DVN�WKUHH�TXHVWLRQVŌ+RZ�FDQ�,�JOR-
rify God? How can I serve them in love? How will God grow me 
PRUH�OLNH�KLV�6RQ"�,I�ZH�FDQ�VHH�FRQĠLFW�DV�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\��ZH�
DUH�OHVV�OLNHO\�WR�GLJ�LQ�RXU�KHHOV�WR�ZLQ�WKH�DUJXPHQW�DQG�LQ�WXUQ�
ORVH�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS��&RQĠLFW�FDQ�EH�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�JURZWK��

*HW�WKH�ORJ�RXW�RI�\RXU�RZQ�H\H
$�VHFRQG�SULQFLSOH�LQ�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�FRQĠLFW�LV�JHWWLQJ�WKH�ORJ�RXW�
RI� RXU�RZQ�H\H�� -HVXV� FKDOOHQJHV�XV� LQ�0DWWKHZ����� DQG� VD\V��
Ń<RX�K\SRFULWH�� ğUVW� WDNH� WKH� SODQN� RXW� RI� \RXU� RZQ� H\H�� DQG�
WKHQ�\RX�ZLOO�VHH�FOHDUO\�WR�UHPRYH�WKH�VSHFN�IURP�\RXU�EURWKHUłV�
H\H�ń�:KHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�FRQĠLFW��ZKDW�ŃORJVń�GR�ZH�QHHG�WR�GHDO�
with? I’ll mention two. First, it’s the log of attitude. Whenever we 
DUH�LQ�D�FRQĠLFW��ZH�VKRXOG�DVN�RXUVHOYHV��Ń+DYH�,�KDG�D�FULWLFDO��
negative, or overly sensitive attitude that has led to unnecessary 
FRQĠLFW"ń�6RPHWLPHV�,� MXVW�JHW� LQWR�D�IXQN�DQG�ORRN�IRU�D�ğJKW��
0\�ZLIH�DQG�,�KDYH�EHHQ�PDUULHG�ORQJ�HQRXJK�QRZ�DQG�ZKHQ�,�
JHW�LQ�WKDW�IXQN\�PRRG��VKHłOO�ORRN�DW�PH�DQG�VD\��Ń5HDOO\"�&XW�LW�
out.” And she’s right! It’s so easy to have a critical and negative 
attitude because it’s never our fault.

The second “log” is the log of sinful words and actions. Truth 
is, we all are self-deceived. We all have blind spots. How many 
WLPHV�KDYH�\RX�EHHQ�LQ�D�FRQĠLFW�ZKHUH�\RX�ZHUH�WRWDOO\�EOLQG�WR�
how you contributed to it? Because of this we need the advice 
RI�D�JRGO\�IULHQG�ZKR�ZLOO�KHOS�XV�ORRN�REMHFWLYHO\�DW�RXUVHOYHV�
DQG�RXU� FRQWULEXWLRQ� WR� WKH� FRQĠLFW��'R�\RX�KDYH� VRPHRQH� LQ�
your life that has the guts to say, “You are wrong. You need to go 
DSRORJL]Hń"�,I�\RX�DUH�FXUUHQWO\�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�D�FRQĠLFW��ZKDW�ORJV�
GR�\RX�QHHG�WR�SXOO�RXW"�&RQIHVV�WKDW�VLQ�DQG�WDNH�WKH�ULJKW�VWHSV�
to be reconciled. 

Pastor Andy Stanley in a sermon title “Let the Blames Begin” says:

“I used to do a lot of marriage counseling, and often one 
VSRXVH�ZRXOG�FRPH�LQ�WKH�RIğFH�DQG�VWDUW�UDQWLQJ�DQG�UDYLQJ��
Ł0\�KXVEDQG�GRHV�WKLVĽ�ł�Ł0\�ZLIH�QHYHU�ZLOO�GR�WKDWĽ�ł�DQG�
LW�ZRXOG�JR�RQ�DQG�RQ��,�ZRXOG�VLW�WKHUH�WKLQNLQJ��7KLV�FRXQ-
seling isn’t going to be very effective, because the person 
who apparently needs to change isn’t even in the room. So I 
would get a pad of paper, draw a circle on it, and say, ‘This is a 
SLH�WKDW�UHSUHVHQWV�DOO�WKH�FKDRV�LQ�\RXU�PDUULDJH��1RZ������
percent of the blame is in that pie, because that’s where all 
the chaos is.’ I would give them the pen and say, ‘I want you 
WR�GUDZ�D�VOLFH�RI�SLH�WKDW�\RX�WKLQN�UHSUHVHQWV�\RXU�UHVSRQ-
sibility for the chaos.’ The piece of pie that that client would 
GUDZ�ZDV�QHYHU�YHU\�ELJ��EXW�,�ZRXOG�VD\��Ł2ND\��6R�ZK\�GRQłW�
\RX�DQG�,�WDON�DERXW�MXVW�WKLV��/HWłV�WDON�DERXW�WKLV�SLHFH�WKDW�
LV�\RXU�UHVSRQVLELOLW\��/HWłV�WDON�DERXW�\RXU�VOLFH�ł�<RX�NQRZ�

ZKDW"�0\�DSSURDFK�QHYHU�ZRUNHG��,�FRXOG�QHYHU�JHW�DQ\ERG\�
to stay on his or her slice of the pie.”

$QG\�FRQWLQXHV��Ń6R�KHUH�LV�ZKDW�,�ZDQW�\RX�WR�GR�WKLV�ZHHN��
$V�\RX�H[SHULHQFH�UHODWLRQDO�FRQĠLFW�DW�ZRUN��DW�KRPH��ZLWK�
\RXU�IULHQGVŌDQ\�FRQĠLFW�RI�DQ\�VRUW��ELJ�RU�VPDOOŌVWRS�DQG�
WKLQN�DERXW�\RXU�RZQ�VOLFH�RI�WKH�SLH��$VN�\RXUVHOI��:KDW�LV�
LQ�P\�VOLFH�RI�WKH�SLH"�+DYH�,�WDNHQ�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�P\�OLIH��
UHDOO\��RU�DP�,�HQMR\LQJ�WKH�EODPH�JDPH�VR�PXFK�WKDW�LW�KDV�
allowed me to ignore what I am ultimately responsible for?

In any relationship, if you can ever get the two parties to own 
WKHLU�SLHFH�RI�WKH�SLH��\RX�FDQ�PDNH�SURJUHVV��%XW�LI�HYHU\-
body is focused on the other person’s slice of the pie, you will 
MXVW�KDYH�FKDRV�ńš

Own your slice of the pie. Get the log out of your own eye. 
)LQDOO\��RQFH�\RXłYH�SUD\HG��ORRNHG�IRU�ZD\V�WR�VHH�WKH�FRQĠLFW�DV�
DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�JORULI\�*RG��ORYH�RWKHUV�DQG�JURZ�OLNH�&KULVW��
2QFH�\RXłYH�RZQHG�\RXU�VOLFH�RI�WKH�FRQĠLFW�SLH��WKHQ�\RX�FDQ�
ZRUN�WRZDUG�JHQWOH�UHVWRUDWLRQ��

*HQWO\�UHVWRUH
0DWWKHZ��������D� FODVVLF� WH[W�RQ�FRQĠLFW� VD\V��Ń,I�\RXU�EURWKHU�
RU�VLVWHU�VLQV��JR�DQG�SRLQW�RXW�WKHLU�IDXOW��MXVW�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WZR�
RI�\RX��,I�WKH\�OLVWHQ�WR�\RX��\RX�KDYH�ZRQ�WKHP�RYHU�ń Resolving 
FRQĠLFW�UHTXLUHV�DQ�HIIRUW�WR�KHOS�RWKHUV�XQGHUVWDQG�KRZ�WKH\�
KDYH�FRQWULEXWHG�WR�WKH�FRQĠLFW��%XW��ZH�QHHG�WR�ZDON�FDUHIXOO\��
-HVXV�GRHV�QRW�ZDQW�XV�WR�JR�WRH�WR�WRH�ZLWK�VRPHRQH�DERXW�WKHLU�
sin. In context, the preceding passage is about a loving shepherd 
ZKR�JRHV�RXW�WR�ORRN�IRU�WKH�RQH�ZDQGHULQJ�VKHHS��7KH�IROORZLQJ�
passage is about the unmerciful servant who doesn’t forgive the 
debt of his fellow servant. The point is clear—ultimately in con-
ĠLFW�ZH�ZDQW� WR�ZRUN� WRZDUGV� UHVWRUDWLRQ��QRW� FRQGHPQDWLRQ��
We want to display the grace and mercy of God at all times. 

1RWLFH� -HVXV� WHOOV� XV� WR� JR� GLUHFWO\� WR� WKH� SHUVRQ� ZH� KDYH� DQ�
issue with. We don’t need to put it out on the prayer chain, 
ZH�VKRXOGQłW�JRVVLS�DERXW�WKHP��ZH�GHDO�ZLWK�LW�DV�WZR�SHRSOH�
LQ�&KULVW�� RQH�RQ�RQH�� ,I� WKH\�GRQłW� OLVWHQ�� WKHQ� \RX�EULQJ�RQH�
other person. If they don’t listen again, then you bring it to the 
OHDGHUV�RI�WKH�FKXUFK��*DODWLDQV�����VD\V��Ń%URWKHUV�DQG�VLVWHUV��
LI�VRPHRQH�LV�FDXJKW�LQ�D�VLQ��\RX�ZKR�OLYH�E\�WKH�6SLULW�VKRXOG�
UHVWRUH� WKDW� SHUVRQ� JHQWO\�� %XW� ZDWFK� \RXUVHOYHV�� RU� \RX� DOVR�
PD\�EH�WHPSWHG�ń�7KH�JRDO�IRU�FRQĠLFW�LV�WKH�UHVWRUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�
relationship. 

,Q�D������Leadership Journal DUWLFOH��*RUGRQ�0DF'RQDOG�VKDUHV�
the moving story about his friends, Dr. Paul and Edith Rees. 
:KHQ�WKH�5HHVł�ZHUH�LQ�WKHLU���V��0DF'RQDOG�DVNHG�LI�WKH\�VWLOO�
IRXJKW�DIWHU����SOXV�\HDUV�RI�PDUULDJH�

“Oh, sure we do,” Dr. Rees responded. “Yesterday morning 
was a case in point. Edith and I were in our car, and she was 
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driving. She failed to stop at a stop sign, and it scared me 
half to death.”

Ń6R�ZKDW�GLG�\RX�GR"ń�0DF'RQDOG�DVNHG�

“Well, I’ve loved Edith for all these years, and I have learned 
how to say hard things to her. But I must be careful because 
ZKHQ�(GLWK�ZDV�D�OLWWOH�JLUO��KHU�IDWKHU�DOZD\V�VSRNH�WR�KHU�
KDUVKO\��$QG�WRGD\�ZKHQ�VKH�KHDUV�D�PDQO\�YRLFH�VSHDN�LQ�
anger—even my voice—she is deeply, deeply hurt.”

Ń%XW��3DXO�ń�0DF'RQDOG�VDLG��Ń(GLWK�LV����\HDUV�ROG��$UH�\RX�
telling me that she remembers a harsh voice that many 
years ago?”

“She remembers that voice more than ever,” Rees said.

0DF'RQDOG�DVNHG��Ń6R�KRZ�GR�\RX�KDQGOH�WKDW�GULYLQJ�VLWX-
ation from the other day?”

“Ah,” he said, “I simply said, ‘Edith, darling, after we’ve had 
our nap this afternoon, I want to discuss a thought I have for 
\RX�ń�$QG�ZKHQ�WKH�QDS�ZDV�RYHU�,�GLG��,�ZDV�FDOP��VKH�ZDV�
ready to listen, and we solved our little problem.”

0DF'RQDOG�FRQFOXGHG��Ń7KHVH�DUH�WKH�ZRUGV�RI�D�PDQ�ZKR�
KDV�OHDUQHG�WKDW�FRQĠLFW�LV�QHFHVVDU\��FDQ�EH�SURGXFWLYH��EXW�
must be managed with wisdom and grace. By the time I 
UHDFK�����,�KRSH�WR�EH�MXVW�OLNH�KLP�ńŢ

,�KRSH�WR�EH�OLNH�KLP�WRR�

,łYH� EHHQ� UHDGLQJ� D� JUHDW� ERRN� WKLV� ZHHN� E\� *DU\� &KDSPDQ��
(YHU\ERG\�:LQV��7KH�&KDSPDQ�*XLGH�WR�6ROYLQJ�&RQĠLFWV�:LWKRXW�
Arguing. &KDSPDQłV� ERWWRP� OLQH� LV� WKLV�� Ń&RQĠLFW� UHVROXWLRQ�
UHTXLUHV� OLVWHQLQJ�� OLVWHQLQJ� OHDGV� WR� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�� XQGHU-
standing leads to resolution, and resolution leads to harmony.” 
When you get into the doghouse, listening and understanding 
are your way out.

________________

��These three points come from, 7KH�3HDFHPDNHU��$�%LEOLFDO�*XLGH�WR�5HVROYLQJ�3HUVRQDO�&RQĠLFW by Ken Sande

��from the sermon, Let the Blames Begin by Andy Stanley

��*RUGRQ�0DF'RQDOG��Ń:KHQ�%DG�7KLQJV�+DSSHQ�WR�*RRG�5HODWLRQVKLSV�ń�Leadership Journal��:LQWHU������

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


