
$�JDUDJH�LV�D�VDFUHG�SODFH�IRU�D�PDQ�DQG�FDQ�EH�D�UHĠHFWLRQ�RI�
ZKDW� LV� LPSRUWDQW� WR� KLP�� )RU� H[DPSOH��P\� GDGłV� JDUDJH�ZDV�
ğOOHG�ZLWK�WKLQJV�WKDW�ZHUH�LPSRUWDQW�WR�KLP�DQG�EHFDXVH�WKH\�
ZHUH�LPSRUWDQW�WR�KLP��WKH\�EHFDPH�LPSRUWDQW�WR�PH��1RZ�WR�
EH�KRQHVW��WKH�JDUDJH�ZDV�D�OLWWOH�FUHHS\�EHFDXVH�LW�ZDV�SRRUO\�
OLW�DQG�,łG�VHHQ�P\�GDG�NLOO�EODFN�ZLGRZV�LQ�WKHUH��7KDQNIXOO\�LW�
GLGQłW� KLQGHU�PH� IURP� VSHQGLQJ� WLPH� LQ� WKHUH� JHWWLQJ� ğVKLQJ�
SROHV�UHDG\�IRU�WKH�QH[W�ğVKLQJ�WULS�RU�WDNLQJ�GRZQ�FDPSLQJ�VXS-
SOLHV�VWDFNHG�RQ�WKH�VKHOYHV��

7LPH� LQ� WKH� JDUDJH� KDV� FKDQJHG� VLQFH� P\� FKLOGKRRG�� +DYLQJ�
D� VPDOOHU� JDUDJH�QRZ�GRHVQłW� SURYLGH� WKH� URRP�ZH�RQFH�KDG��
+RQHVWO\��HYHQ� LI� WKHUH�ZDV� URRP�� WKH� ORQJHU�ZHłYH�EHHQ�PDU-
ULHG��WKH�IXOOHU�RXU�JDUDJH�KDV�EHFRPH��:H�VWLOO�KDYH�ğVKLQJ�SROHV�
EXW�VRPH�DUH�QRZ�SLQN�%DUELH�SROHV�IRU�P\�GDXJKWHUV�DQG�WKH�
FDPSLQJ�VXSSOLHV�DUH�PLQLPDO��)URP�ER[HV�VWDFNHG�RQ�VKHOYHV�WR�
SLQN�ELNHV��SLQN�VFRRWHUV�DQG�SLQN�WULF\FOHV��WKHUH�MXVW�LVQłW�PXFK�
URRP� LQ� RXU� JDUDJH�� 7KH� JDUDJH� EHJDQ� DV� D� SODFH� WR�ZRUN� RQ�
WKLQJV��EXW�LW�VHHPV�LW�KDV�WXUQHG�LQWR�D�PRGHUQ�GD\�VWRUDJH�XQLW�

7XUQ� WR� &RORVVLDQV� ��� 2XU� FXUUHQW� VHULHV� LV� FDOOHG� Ń%XLOGLQJ� D�
+RPH�� 2QH� 5RRP� DW� D� 7LPH�ń� DQG� WKLV�PRUQLQJ� ZHłUH� LQ� WKH�
JDUDJH��%HLQJ�)DWKHUłV�'D\��ZH�IHOW�OLNH�WKH�JDUDJH�ZDV�WKH�EHVW�
URRP�IRU�XV� WR�ZRUN� LQ�DQG�ZH�ZDQW� WR� IRFXV�RQ�HQFRXUDJLQJ�
GDGV��,�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�VD\�WKDW�,łP�JRLQJ�WR�IRFXV�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�
P\�DWWHQWLRQ�RQ�GDGV� WKLV�PRUQLQJ�EXW� WKLV� GRHVQłW�PHDQ� WKH�
PHVVDJH�ZRQłW�EH�DSSOLFDEOH� WR� HYHU\RQH�� 6RPH�RI� WKH�SULQFL-
SOHV�ZHłUH�JRLQJ�WR�DGGUHVV�UHDOO\�KDYH�WR�GR�ZLWK�UHODWLRQVKLSV��
5HODWLRQVKLSV�DUH�VRPHWKLQJ�ZH�FDQ�DOZD\V�EH�OHDUQLQJ�DERXW��

:H�DOVR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�WRSLF�RI�ŃIDWKHUń�PD\�QRW�IDUH�ZHOO�ZLWK�
HYHU\RQH�� &XUUHQWO\� LQ� WKH� 8QLWHG� 6WDWHV�� URXJKO\� ��� PLOOLRQ�
FKLOGUHQ�XQGHU�WKH�DJH�RI����JR�WR�EHG�DW�QLJKW�ZLWK�QR�IDWKHU�
SUHVHQW��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�8�6��&HQVXV�%XUHDX�����PLOOLRQ�FKLOGUHQ�
LQ�$PHULFD��RQH�RXW�RI�HYHU\�WKUHH��OLYH�LQ�IDWKHU�DEVHQW�KRPHV��
$�ODFN�RI�D�IDWKHU�KDV�LPSDFWHG�VR�PDQ\�RI�XV��6RPH�SHRSOH�KDYH�
QR�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�WKHLU�IDWKHU�ZKLOH�RWKHUV�KDYH�DQ�DPD]LQJ�
UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�WKHLU�GDG�

:KHUHYHU� \RX� IDOO� LQ� \RXU� UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK� \RXU� IDWKHU��ZKDW�
3DXO�ZULWHV�WR�WKH�FKXUFK�LQ�&RORVVDH�LV�ğWWLQJ�IRU�XV�WR�IRFXV�RQ�

Fathers, do not embitter your children, or they will 
become discouraged (Col. 3:21).

,Q� WKLV� ODUJHU� VHFWLRQ� 3DXO� DGGUHVVHV� WKH� UHODWLRQVKLS� EHWZHHQ�
ZLYHV�DQG�KXVEDQGV��FKLOGUHQ�DQG�SDUHQWV��DQG�ğQDOO\�VODYHV�DQG�
PDVWHUV��)DWKHUV��ZH�DUH�VSHFLğFDOO\�FDOOHG� WR�QRW�HPELWWHU�RXU�

FKLOGUHQ��NQRZLQJ�LW�ZLOO�GLVFRXUDJH�WKHP��:KDW�GRHV�3DXO�PHDQ�
ZKHQ�KH�WDONV�DERXW�HPELWWHULQJ�RXU�FKLOGUHQ"�The Message�VD\V�
LW�OLNH�WKLV��Ń3DUHQWV��GRQłW�FRPH�GRZQ�WRR�KDUG�RQ�\RXU�FKLOGUHQ�
RU�\RXłOO�FUXVK�WKHLU�VSLULWV�ń�/HWłV�GLJ�D�OLWWOH�GHHSHU�WR�VHH�ZKDW�
HOVH�ZH�FDQ�ğQG�RXW��3DXO�DFWXDOO\�XVHV�WKH�*UHHN�ZRUG�İȡİșȓȗȦ 
�HUHWKL]ú��� İȡİșȓȗȦ� LV� XVHG� RQO\� WZLFH� LQ� WKH� 1HZ� 7HVWDPHQW��
+HUH� LQ�&RORVVLDQV� LW�PHDQV� WR� HPELWWHU�� EXW� LW� FDQ� DOVR�PHDQ�
WR�ŃVWLU�XSń�RU�ŃSURYRNH�ń�,I�ZH�UHDG�WKH�YHUVH�XVLQJ�RQH�RI�WKHVH�
V\QRQ\PV�� LW� UHDGV�� Ń)DWKHUV�� GR�QRW� SURYRNH� \RXU� FKLOGUHQ�� RU�
WKH\�ZLOO�EHFRPH�GLVFRXUDJHG�ń�

7KH� ZD\� 3DXO� XVHV� WKLV� ZRUG� LV� H[WUHPHO\� LPSRUWDQW�� ,WłV� D�
SUHVHQW�� DFWLYH�� LPSHUDWLYH�ZRUG�PHDQLQJ� IDWKHUV�ZHUH� HPELW-
WHULQJ�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ��3DXO�XVHV�WKLV�IRUP�RI�WKH�ZRUG�DV�D�FRP-
PDQG��RU�VWURQJ�H[KRUWDWLRQ��,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��3DXO�LV�VD\LQJ�Ń6WRS�
HPELWWHULQJ�\RXU�FKLOGUHQ�ń�)DWKHUV�PD\�KDYH�EHHQ�HPELWWHULQJ�
WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�E\�FRQVWDQWO\�SLFNLQJ�DW�WKHP��SHUKDSV�UHIXVLQJ�WR�
DFNQRZOHGJH� WKHLU� HIIRUWV�� 7KH� FKLOGUHQ�PLJKW�KDYH� FRQFOXGHG�
WKH\�ZHUH�QRW�JRRG�HQRXJK��,I�FRUUHFWLRQ�ZDV�QHHGHG��LW�VKRXOG�
KDYH�EHHQ�WRZDUG�WKH�EHKDYLRU�RI�WKH�FKLOG��QRW�WKH�FKLOGłV�SHU-
VRQKRRG�� DQG� LW� VKRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ� HQIRUFHG�TXLFNO\��'LVFLSOLQH�
ZDV�QRW�WR�EH�SURORQJHG�VR�WKDW�QDJJLQJ�RFFXUUHG�

Three Ways to Embitter Our Children 
7KHUH� DUH� WLPHV� ,łYH�SURYRNHG�P\� FKLOGUHQ� DQG� FRPH�GRZQ�
WRR�KDUG�DQG�WRR� ORQJ��/HWłV� ORRN�DW� WKUHH�ZD\V�ZH�FDQ�HP-
ELWWHU�RXU�FKLOGUHQ�

Being overbearing
)DWKHUV��LQVWHDG�RI�WDNLQJ�WKH�WLPH�WR�H[SODLQ�WKLQJV�LQ�D�FDULQJ�
ZD\� WR� \RXU� NLGV� MXVW� EH� RYHUEHDULQJ� LQ� DOO� \RXU� DFWLRQV�� *LYH�
\RXU�FKLOGUHQ� VWULFW� UXOHV�ZLWK� OLWWOH�DIIHFWLRQ��$� ODG\�RQFH� WROG�
PH�DERXW�KHU�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�KHU�GDG�DQG�KRZ�KLV�RYHUEHDULQJ�
DWWLWXGH�LQ�KHU�GDLO\�FKRUHV�LQFLWHG�ELWWHUQHVV�WRZDUGV�KLP��+HU�
GDG�ZRXOG�JLYH�KHU�FKRUHV�WR�GR��EXW�LW�VHHPHG�OLNH�VKH�ZDV�QHYHU�
DEOH�WR�GR�WKH�WDVN�FRUUHFWO\��DQG�DV�KDUG�DV�VKH�WULHG�WR�SOHDVH�
KHU�IDWKHU�VKH�ZDV�XQDEOH�WR�GR�WKLQJV�H[DFWO\�KRZ�KH�ZDQWHG�
WKHP�GRQH��7KLV�JULHI�VKH�H[SHULHQFHG�LQ�KHU�LQDELOLW\�WR�SOHDVH�
KLP�HPELWWHUHG�KHU��

Being permissive
7KLV� LV�WKH�RSSRVLWH�HQG�RI�WKH�VSHFWUXP�IURP�WKH�RYHUEHDULQJ�
GDG�� 7KLV� LV� WKH� GDG�ZKR� VHWV� QR� ERXQGDULHV� IRU� KLV� FKLOG�� 7R�
PDNH�KLV�FKLOG�KDSS\��KH�DOORZV�KLV�VL[�\HDU�ROG�GDXJKWHU�WR�HDW�
DQ\WKLQJ�VKH�ZDQWV�IRU�GLQQHU��ŃIRUJHW�DERXW�QXWULWLRQDO�YDOXH��,�
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GRQłW�KDYH�WLPH�WR�IRFXV�RQ�WKDW�ń�7KLQN�DERXW�KRZ�WKH�ODFN�RI�
VWUXFWXUH�ZLOO�LPSDFW�KLV�VHYHQWHHQ�\HDU�ROG�VRQ�ZKR�EUHDNV�KLV�
ZHHNHQG�FXUIHZ�DQG�VWXPEOHV�LQ�WKH�KRXVH�GUXQN�IRU�WKH�ğUVW�
WLPH��7KLV�IDWKHU�LV�VR�OD[�LQ�KLV�SDUHQWLQJ�KH�ZRQłW�HQJDJH�KLV�VRQ�
ZKR�GHVSHUDWHO\�QHHGV�FRUUHFWLRQ��,WłV�D�KRPH�ZLWK�ORWV�RI�ORYH�
EXW�QR�UXOHV��&KLOGUHQ�QHHG�UXOHV� WR� OLYH�E\�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�WKH\�
EHFRPH�HPELWWHUHG�

Being inconsistent
,QFRQVLVWHQF\�LQ�D�KRPH�LV�ZKHUH�WKH�UXOHV�FKDQJH�DOO�WKH�WLPH��
ZKLFK�FRXOG�EH�EDVHG�RQ�H[WHUQDO�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�RU�MXVW�ĠDW�RXW�
RQ�KRZ�\RXłUH�IHHOLQJ��6RPHWLPHV�\RX�PLJKW�EH�RYHUO\�VWULFW�DQG�
FUDFN� GRZQ� RQ� D� FHUWDLQ� EHKDYLRU�� DQG� VRPHWLPHV� \RXłUH� WRR�
OHQLHQW� EHFDXVH� \RX� MXVW� GRQłW� KDYH� WKH� HQHUJ\� WR� HQJDJH� WKH�
EHKDYLRU�\RX�ZDQW�WR�FRUUHFW��7KLV�FDQ�EH�SOD\HG�RXW�LQ�IRUFLQJ�
\RXU�FKLOG�WR�GR�WKHLU�KRPHZRUN�DW�D�FHUWDLQ�WLPH�HYHU\�GD\�IRU�
RQH�PRQWK��EXW�GXULQJ�WKH�QH[W�PRQWK�WDNLQJ�QR�LQWHUHVW�LQ�WKHLU�
VFKRRO�ZRUN�� ,W�PLJKW�PHDQ�LJQRULQJ�WKHLU�GLUW\�FORWKHV�RQ�WKH�
ĠRRU�IRU�PRQWKV��DQG�WKHQ�\HOOLQJ�DW�WKHP�IRU�WKH�QH[W�ZHHN�WR�
SLFN�XS�WKHLU�FORWKHV��7KH� LQFRQVLVWHQF\�FRQIXVHV�WKH�FKLOG�DQG�
HYHQWXDOO\�HPELWWHUV�WKHP�

7KHVH�DUH�RQO\�D� IHZ�VHOHFW�H[DPSOHV�RI�KRZ�ZH�FDQ�HPELWWHU�
RXU�FKLOGUHQ��7KHVH�H[DPSOHV�DUH�DSSOLFDEOH�QRW�RQO\�WR�IDWKHU-
KRRG�EXW�FDQ�EH�DSSOLHG�WR�DOO�RXU�UHODWLRQVKLSV��+RSHIXOO\�WKLV�
SURYLGHV�D�EHWWHU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�IDWKHUKRRG�EDVHG�RQ�3DXOłV�
ZULWLQJ�DERXW�QRW�HPELWWHULQJ�RXU�FKLOGUHQ��ZKLFK�OHDGV�WR�GLV-
FRXUDJLQJ�WKHP�

:H�DOO�NQRZ�WKH�RSSRVLWH�RI�GLVFRXUDJHPHQW�LV�HQFRXUDJHPHQW��
/HWłV�QRZ�WXUQ�RXU�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�WKH�SRVLWLYH�LPSDFW�IDWKHUV�FDQ�
KDYH�E\� ORRNLQJ�DW� WKUHH�ZD\V�ZH�FDQ�HQFRXUDJH�RXU�FKLOGUHQ��
:KDW�ZH� ORRN�DW�QH[W� LV� JRLQJ� WR�EH�EDVHG�RQ� WKLV� VWDWHPHQW��
(QJDJHG�IDWKHUV�HQFRXUDJH�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ��QRW�HPELWWHU�WKHP�

Three Ways to Encourage Our Children 
1RZ�ZHłUH�JRLQJ�WR�H[DPLQH�ZD\V�IRU�IDWKHUV�WR�HQFRXUDJH�WKHLU�
FKLOGUHQ�

Being present
%HLQJ� SUHVHQW� LV� PRUH� WKDQ� MXVW� EHLQJ� WKHUH�� LW� PHDQV� EHLQJ�
SUHVHQW�SK\VLFDOO\�DQG�PHQWDOO\��$V�DQ�HQJDJHG�IDWKHU��\RX�ZDQW�
WR�GR�\RXU�EHVW�WR�HQFRXUDJH�\RXU�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�EHLQJ�SUHVHQW�LV�
WKH�ğUVW�VWHS�

7KLUW\�ğYH�\HDU�ROG�-DPHV�ZDV�SOD\LQJ�ZLWK�KLV�NLGV�DW�WKH�SDUN��
:KLOH�UXQQLQJ�DURXQG�WKH�SOD\�VWUXFWXUH��D�\RXQJ�JLUO�DERXW�ğYH�
\HDUV� ROG� ORRNHG� LQTXLVLWLYHO\� DW� KLV� EHKDYLRU�� 6KH� WKHQ� DVNHG�
-DPHV��Ń:KDW�DUH�\RX�GRLQJ"ń�+LV�TXLFN�UHVSRQVH�ZDV��Ń3OD\LQJ�
ZLWK�P\� NLGV�ń� 7R�ZKLFK� VKH�TXLFNO\� UHSOLHG�� Ń&DQ� ,� SOD\"ń� 6KH�
MRLQHG�LQ�SOD\LQJ�ZLWK�D�FRPSOHWH�VWUDQJHU�DQG�KLV�FKLOGUHQ�ZKLOH�
KHU�IDWKHU�VDW�RQ�WKH�EHQFK�ZLWK�KLV�IDFH�JOXHG�WR�WKH�VFUHHQ�RI�
KLV�SKRQH�

-DPHV� FRQWLQXHG� UXQQLQJ� DURXQG� WKH� SDUN� FKDVLQJ� KLV� NLGV��
SOD\LQJ� KLGH� DQG� VHHN�� DQG� SXVKLQJ� WKHP� RQ� D� VZLQJ� ZKHQ�
D� JUDQGPRWKHU� DSSURDFKHG� KLP�� 6KH� KDG� D� JRRG� H\H� RQ� KHU�
JUDQGVRQ�ZKLOH�VKH�EHJDQ�WR�HQFRXUDJH�KLP��,I�,�UHPHPEHU�WKH�
VWRU\�FRUUHFWO\��VKH�VDLG�VRPHWKLQJ�OLNH�WKLV�WR�KLP��Ń7KDQN�\RX�
IRU�SOD\LQJ�ZLWK�\RXU�NLGV��,WłV�DPD]LQJ�\RX�DUH�UXQQLQJ�DURXQG�
ZLWK�WKHP�OLNH�\RX�DUH��,�DP�VKRFNHG�DW�KRZ�PDQ\�SDUHQWV�FRPH�
WR�WKLV�SDUN�DQG�DOPRVW�FRPSOHWHO\�LJQRUH�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�WR�EH�RQ�
WKHLU�FHOO�SKRQH�ń

<RXU� EHLQJ� SK\VLFDOO\� SUHVHQW� ZLWK� \RXU� NLGV� FRPPXQLFDWHV�
PRUH� WKDQ� \RX� WKLQN�� 7KLV�ZHHN�RQ� )DFHERRN� ,� DVNHG�SHRSOH�
WR�VKDUH�VRPH�RI�WKHLU�IDYRULWH�FKLOGKRRG�PHPRULHV�WKH\�KDYH�
ZLWK�WKHLU�GDG��DQG�KHUH�WKH\�DUH��SOD\LQJ�FDWFK��EDNLQJ�EUHDG��
SOD\LQJ� VRFFHU�� JRLQJ� ğVKLQJ�� SOD\LQJ� PLQLDWXUH� JROI�� KDYLQJ�
\RX� VKDUH� ZKDW� \RX� OHDUQHG� LQ� \RXU� %LEOH�� ULGLQJ� GRZQ� WKH�
VWUHHW�LQ�WKH�WUXFN��KRZ�H[FLWHG�KH�ZDV�RSHQLQJ�XS�KLV�SUHVHQW��
JRLQJ�FDPSLQJ��SOD\LQJ�EDVHEDOO�ZLWK�DOO�WKH�JLUOV�LQ�WKH�VWUHHW��
JRLQJ�RXW�IRU�D�FLQQDPRQ�UROO��VZLPPLQJ�WRJHWKHU�LQ�WKH�SRRO��
)DWKHUV��,�QHHG�\RX�WR�KHDU�WKLVŋ\RXU�SUHVHQFH�LQ�\RXU�NLGłV�OLIH�
LV�D�ELJ�GHDO��

%HLQJ�SUHVHQW�WKURXJKRXW�RXU�FKLOGUHQłV�OLYHV�LV�D�ELJ�GHDO��:KHQ�
WKH\łUH�\RXQJ�RXU�SUHVHQFH�VKRZV�ZH�FDUH��EXW�KRZ�GR�ZH�UH-
VSRQG�ZKHQ� WKH\� EHJLQ�PDNLQJ� WKHLU� RZQ� GHFLVLRQV"�:KDW� LI�
WKHVH�DUH�GHFLVLRQV�WKDW�GRQłW�DOLJQ�ZLWK�ZKDW�ZH�NQRZ�LV�EHVW�
IRU�WKHP"�,Q�/XNH����ZH�VHH�D�VWRU\�RI�D�IDWKHU�ZKR�VHWV�D�JUHDW�
H[DPSOH� IRU� XV� RI� VLPSO\� EHLQJ� SUHVHQW� WKURXJK� QHJDWLYH� DQG�
SRVLWLYH�GHFLVLRQV�KLV�VRQ�PDGH�

-HVXV�WHOOV�XV�WKHUH�ZDV�D�IDWKHU�ZKR�KDG�WZR�VRQV��2QH�GD\�KLV�
\RXQJHVW�VRQ�DSSURDFKHG�KLV�IDWKHU�DQG�DVNHG�IRU�KLV�VKDUH�RI�WKH�
LQKHULWDQFH��$IWHU�FDVKLQJ�WKH�FKHFN�DW�WKH�EDQN��WKLV�VRQ�ZHQW�WR�
D�GLVWDQW�ODQG��SUREDEO\�/DV�9HJDV��ZKHUH�KH�VSHQW�HYHU\WKLQJ�KH�
KDG�RQ�ERR]H��SDUWLHV��ğQH�IRRG�DQG�ORRVH�ZRPHQ��$IWHU�ORVLQJ�
HYHU\WKLQJ�KH�KDG��KH�ğQDOO\�FDPH�WR�KLV�VHQVHV�DQG�GHFLGHG�WR�
KHDG�KRPH�DQG�EHJ�KLV�IDWKHU�WR�VLPSO\�KLUH�KLP�DV�D�ZRUNHU��7KH�
ZKROH�ZD\�KRPH�KH�SUHSDUHG�KLV�VSHHFK�WR�KLV�IDWKHU��EXW�ZKHQ�
KLV�GDG�VDZ�KLP�RII�LQ�WKH�GLVWDQFH�KH�UDQ�WR�KLV�VRQ��WKUHZ�KLV�
DUPV� DURXQG�KLP�� NLVVHG�KLP�DQG�ZHOFRPHG�KLP�EDFN�KRPH��
,PPHGLDWHO\�KH�IHG�KLP�DQG�SURYLGHG�ZKDW�KH�ZDV�ODFNLQJ�

7KH�ROGHU�EURWKHU�RI�WKLV�VRQ�EHFDPH�DQJU\�DQG�UHVHQWHG�KLV�ID-
WKHU�IRU�DFWLQJ�WKLV�ZD\��+LV�IDWKHU�ZDV�DOZD\V�SUHVHQW�ZLWK�KLP�
EXW�WKH�ROGHU�EURWKHU�FRXOGQłW�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�ORYH�DQG�FRPSDV-
VLRQ�KH�GLVSOD\HG�WR�KLV�ZLOG�VRQ��/LVWHQ�WR�ZKDW�WKH�IDWKHU�VD\V�WR�
KLV�VRQ��b“‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and 
everything I have is yours. But we had to celebrate and be glad, 
because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was 
lost and is found’”��/XNH������ŋ����

7KH�NH\�SKUDVH�LV��Ń\RX�DUH�DOZD\V�ZLWK�PH�ń�,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��WKH�
GDG� LV� VD\LQJ�� Ń6RQ�� ,�DP�ZLWK�\RX��GR�\RX�VHH�P\�SUHVHQFH� LQ�



\RXU� OLIH"ń� 7KLV� IDWKHU�ZDV�SUHVHQW�SK\VLFDOO\� DQG�PHQWDOO\� IRU�
ERWK�RI�KLV�VRQV��QR�PDWWHU�ZKDW�WKHLU�OLIH�VLWXDWLRQ�ZDV�

Engage emotionally
7KH� VHFRQG�ZD\�ZH� FDQ� HQFRXUDJH� RXU� FKLOGUHQ� DQG� QRW� HP-
ELWWHU�WKHP�LV�E\�HQJDJLQJ�HPRWLRQDOO\��%HLQJ�SUHVHQW�LV�WKH�ODUJH�
DPRXQW�RI� WLPH�\RX� VSHQG�ZLWK� \RXU� FKLOG� WKDW� DOORZV� \RX� WR�
KDYH�WKH�PRPHQWV�WR�HQJDJH�HPRWLRQDOO\��,Q�KLV�ERRN��As For Me 
and My Crazy House� %ULDQ�%HUU\�ZULWHV� Ń4XDOLW\� WLPH� LV� DQ� DF-
FLGHQW�WKDW�KDSSHQV�LQ�TXDQWLW\�WLPH�ń�%HLQJ�D�IDWKHU�EULQJV�D�ORW�
RI�EOHVVLQJ��D�ORW�RI�MR\��DQG�D�ORW�RI�IXQ�DQG�ODXJKWHU��%XW�LW�LV�DOVR�
TXLWH�FRVWO\�WR�EH�D�IDWKHU��7KH�ELJJHVW�FRVW�LV�QRW�ğQDQFLDO��LW�LV�
HPRWLRQDO��)DWKHUV�PXVW�PDNH�DQ�HPRWLRQDO�LQYHVWPHQW�LQ�WKHLU�
NLGV��.LGV�QHHG�DIğUPDWLRQ��HQFRXUDJHPHQW��DQG�H[SUHVVLRQV�RI�
ORYH��0RVW�RI�DOO�NLGV�QHHG�WR�EH�SDUGRQHG�DQG�IRUJLYHQ�

7KLQN�EDFN�WR�\RXU�FKLOGKRRG��'R�\RX�KDYH�D�VSHFLğF�PHPRU\�RI�
\RXU�GDG�WKDW�\RXłYH�QHYHU�EHHQ�DEOH�WR�UHPRYH�IURP�\RXU�PLQG"�
$�PHPRU\�VR�YLYLG�LWłV�DOPRVW�OLNH�\RXłUH�VWLOO�WKHUH"�0LQH�FRPHV�
IURP�ZKHQ�,�ZDV�DERXW�HLJKW�\HDUV�ROG��,�ZDV�SOD\LQJ�RXWVLGH�DQG�
JRW�KXUW�� ,�ZDV� FU\LQJ�� WHDUV� UXQQLQJ�GRZQ�P\� IDFH� FU\LQJ� IRU�
P\�GDG�WR�KHOS�PH��7KURXJK�P\�WHDUV�,�NHSW�VFUHDPLQJ��Ń'DGG\��
KHOS�PH�ń�,�ZLOO�QHYHU�IRUJHW�P\�GDG�FRPLQJ�WR�P\�UHVFXH��DQG�
WKH�UHVFXH�PLVVLRQ�FKDQJHG�ZKHQ�KH�ORRNHG�PH�ULJKW�LQ�WKH�H\HV�
DQG�VDLG��Ń'RQłW�FDOO�PH�GDGG\�DJDLQ��,�DP�\RXU�GDG��6WRS�FU\LQJ��
PHQ�GRQłW�FU\�ń�,�ZDV�KHDUWEURNHQ�EXW�REH\HG�P\�GDG��,�VWDUWHG�
FDOOLQJ�KLP�GDG�DQG�KDYH�GRQH�P\�EHVW�WR�QRW�FU\�VLQFH��ZKLFK�
LV�H[WUHPHO\�XQKHDOWK\�HPRWLRQDOO\��0\�GDG�QHYHU�DVNHG�PH�WR�
IRUJLYH�KLP�IRU�KLV�DFWLRQV��

,Q�DOO�KRQHVW\��WKH�%LEOH�JLYHV�XV�D�ZKROH�EXQFK�RI�H[DPSOHV�RI�LQ-
DGHTXDWH�IDWKHUV��1RDK�ZDVQłW�D�SHUIHFW�IDWKHU��KH�JRW�VR�GUXQN�
KH�SDVVHG�RXW�DQG�KLV�FKLOGUHQ�KDG�WR�FRYHU�XS�KLV�QDNHG�ERG\��
-DFRE� KDG�PXOWLSOH� ZLYHV� DQG� H[KLELWHG� VXFK� LPPHQVH� IDYRU-
LWLVP�WR�RQH�VRQ�WKDW�KLV�EURWKHUV�WKUHZ�-RVHSK�LQ�D�SLW�DQG�VROG�
KLP�LQWR�VODYHU\��'DYLG�IDLOHG�WR�GLVFLSOLQH�KLV�ROGHVW�VRQ��FUHDWLQJ�
D�UHEHOOLRXV�FKLOG�ZKR�DWWHPSWHG�WR�WDNH�WKH�NLQJGRP�IURP�KLV�
IDWKHU�DQG�HYHQWXDOO\�GLHG��

5HDOLVWLFDOO\�� WKHUH� LV� QR� H[DPSOH� RI� D� SHUIHFW� IDWKHU� KHUH� RQ�
HDUWK��7R�ğQG�D�SHUIHFW�IDWKHU��ZH�QHHG�WR�WXUQ�RXU�H\HV�WR�*RG�
WKH�)DWKHU��0RYH�WR�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�DQG�ZH�ğQG�LW�ZDV�D�ELJ�
GD\�IRU�-HVXV�DV�KH�ZDONHG�GRZQ�WR�WKH�-RUGDQ�5LYHU�WR�EH�EDS-
WL]HG��$V�KH�FDPH�RXW�RI�WKH�ZDWHU��6FULSWXUH�UHFRUGV�ZKDW�KDS-
SHQHG�QH[W��“As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the 
water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit 
of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice 
from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am 
well pleased”��0DWW������ŋ����

6SHDNLQJ�IURP�KHDYHQ��*RG�WKH�)DWKHU�PDNHV�D�EROG�GHFODUDWLRQ�
WR�WKH�ZRUOG�VD\LQJ��Ń7KLV�LV�P\�6RQ�ń�,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��KHłV�VD\LQJ��
Ń1R�RQH�PDNH� D�PLVWDNH� DERXW� LW�� KH�EHORQJV� WR�PH�� ,� DP�KLV�
)DWKHU�DQG�KH�LV�P\�6RQ�ń�*RG�WKH�)DWKHU�PDNHV�QR�DPELJXLW\�

VXUURXQGLQJ�+LV�UHODWLRQVKLS�WR�-HVXV�&KULVW��*RG�ZDV�DIğUPLQJ�
&KULVW�GXULQJ�D�PRQXPHQWDO�WLPH�LQ�WKH�OLIH�RI�+LV�VRQ��

7KH�DIğUPDWLRQ�GRHVQłW�VWRS�ZLWK�*RG�EROGO\�GHFODULQJ�-HVXV�LV�
KLV�6RQ��*RG�JRHV�RQ��Ń7KLV�LV�P\�6RQ��ZKRP�,�ORYH��ZLWK�KLP�,�
DP�ZHOO�SOHDVHG�ń�$IğUPDWLRQ�LV�SRZHUIXO�DQG�ZH�DOO�GHVSHUDWHO\�
QHHG�LW��5LJKW�KHUH�*RG�WHOOV�WKH�ZRUOG�WKDW�KH�ORYHV�-HVXV�DQG�
LV�ZHOO�SOHDVHG�ZLWK�KLP��7KLQN�DERXW� WKLV��$W� WKLV�SRLQW� LQ�KLV�
OLIH�-HVXV�KDV�QRW�\HW�SUHDFKHG�D�VHUPRQ��KHDOHG�WKH�VLFN��UDLVHG�
WKH�GHDG��FDVW�RXW�DQ\�GHPRQV��FDOOHG�DQ\�GLVFLSOHV��RU�GRQH�DQ\�
PLUDFOHV��+RZHYHU�*RG�WKH�)DWKHU�YDOLGDWHV�-HVXV�QRW�IRU�ZKDW�
KH�KDV�GRQH�RU�IRU�WKH�IXWXUH�ZRUNV�KH�ZLOO�GR��7KH�)DWKHU�DI-
ğUPV�-HVXV�VROHO\�EHFDXVH�RI�ZKR�KH�LVŌKLV�EHORYHG�6RQ��:KDW�
DQ�HQFRXUDJHPHQW�

,I�\RXłYH�H[SHULHQFHG�D�ODFN�RI�HQFRXUDJHPHQW�IURP�\RXU�IDWKHU�
JURZLQJ�XS��SOHDVH�GRQłW�KROG�EDFN�HQFRXUDJHPHQW�LQ�\RXU�FKLO-
GUHQłV�OLIH��7KH�SRZHU�RI�RXU�ZRUGV�FDQ�EULQJ�OLIH�WR�RXU�FKLOGUHQ��
)DWKHUV�ZLWK�ROGHU�FKLOGUHQ��NHHS�LQ�PLQG�WKH�DJH�RI�-HVXV�DW�KLV�
EDSWLVP��*RG�UHPDLQHG�HQJDJHG�LQ�-HVXVł�OLIH�WKURXJK�HYHU\�VWHS�
DQG�HYHU\�VWDJH�RI�KLV�OLIH��

Lead spiritually
7KH� WKLUG�ZD\�ZH� VHH� WR� HQFRXUDJH� RXU� FKLOGUHQ� DQG�QRW� HP-
ELWWHU�WKHP�LV�OHDG�VSLULWXDOO\��'DG��\RX�KDYH�D�OHDGHUVKLS�UROH�LQ�
\RXU�KRPH�QR�RQH�HOVH�FDQ�ğOO��*RG�KDV�FDOOHG�\RX�WR�OHDG�\RXU�
IDPLO\�� ,Q� WKHLU� ERRN�� The Family: A Christian Perspective on the 
Contemporary Home�-DFN�DQG�-XGLWK�%DOVZLFN�ZULWH��Ń)RU�WKH�PRVW�
SDUW��EXV\�PRGHUQ�IDPLOLHV�KDYH�UHOLQTXLVKHG�WKH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�
RI� WHDFKLQJ�PRUDO�EHOLHIV�DQG�YDOXHV� WR� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� WR�RWKHU�
LQVWLWXWLRQV��FKXUFK�DQG�VFKRRO��ń

)DWKHUV��QRZ�LV�WKH�WLPH�WR�OHDG�VSLULWXDOO\��:KHUH�FDQ�ZH�OHDUQ�
WKLV�UROH�RI�VSLULWXDO�OHDGHU"�/HWłV�EHJLQ�ZLWK�7KH�/RUGłV�3UD\HU��,Q�
0DWWKHZ�����-HVXV�VWDUWV�KLV�SUD\HU�ZLWK�WKHVH�IDPLOLDU�ZRUGV��
“Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.”� )DWKHUV�� ,łP�
QRW�VD\LQJ�\RX�VKRXOG�UHTXLUH�\RXU�FKLOGUHQ�WR�NHHS�\RXU�QDPH�
KDOORZHG��,QVWHDG��WKLV�YHUVH�UHĠHFWV�WKH�PRVW�EDVLF�SULRULW\�\RX�
KDYH�DV�D�IDWKHU��IRU�WKH�QDPH�RI�*RG�WR�EH�KDOORZHG�LQ�\RXU�OLIH��
:KHQ�ZH�VD\�ŃKDOORZHG�EH�\RXU�QDPH�ń�ZHłUH�DVNLQJ�WKDW�*RG�
EH�VHW�DSDUW�DV�KRO\�LQ�RXU�OLYHV��,W�PHDQV�ZH�GRQłW�WU\�WR�ZKLWWOH�
KLP�GRZQ�WR�VL]H��,W�PHDQV�ZH�DFNQRZOHGJH�WKHUH�LV�QR�RQH�HOVH�
OLNH�KLP��,W�PHDQV�ZH�NQRZ�KH�LV�DERYH�DOO�RWKHU�WKLQJV��+H�DORQH�
LV�JORULRXV��LQğQLWH��HWHUQDO��ULJKWHRXV��SXUH�DQG�MXVW��

)DWKHUV��LI�ZH�DVNHG�\RXU�NLGV��ZKDW�ZRXOG�WKH\�VD\�LV�PRVW�LP-
SRUWDQW�WR�\RX"�1RW�ZKDW�you�ZRXOG�VD\��EXW�ZKDW�they�ZRXOG�
VD\"�,V�WKH�QDPH�RI�*RG�WKH�KDOORZHG�WKLQJ�LQ�\RXU�OLIH"�6RPHRQH�
RQFH�VDLG�� ŃWUXWK� LV�FDXJKW�� UDWKHU� WKDQ� WDXJKW�ń�<RX�PLJKW�VD\�
*RG�LV�WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�WKLQJ�LQ�\RXU�OLIH��EXW�\RXU�NLGV�VHH�
EHQHDWK�WKH�VXUIDFH��7KH\�ZLOO�ŃFDWFKń�ZKDWłV�UHDOO\�LPSRUWDQW�WR�
\RX�E\�ZKDW�\RX�VD\��WKH�FKRLFHV�\RX�PDNH�ZLWK�\RXU�WLPH�DQG�
\RXU�PRQH\��ZKDW�\RX�WDON�DERXW�WKH�PRVW��VHHLQJ�ZKDW�JHWV�\RX�
H[FLWHG�DQG��ZKDW�\RX�VD\�EHKLQG�SHRSOHłV�EDFNV��
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/HDGLQJ�VSLULWXDOO\�PD\�PHDQ�PDNLQJ�PLQRU�RU�VHULRXV�DGMXVW-
PHQWV� LQ� \RXU� OLIH� DQG�HPEUDFLQJ�GLVFLSOLQH� IURP� WKH�/RUG� IRU�
\RXU�DFWLRQV��,Q�WKH�ERRN�RI�3URYHUEV��6RORPRQ�ZULWHV�DERXW�WKH�
/RUGłV�GLVFLSOLQH��“My son, do not despise the Lord’s discipline, 
and do not resent his rebuke, because the Lord disciplines those 
he loves, as a father the son he delights in” �3URY������ŋ����

'LVFLSOLQH� FRPHV� LQ�PDQ\� IRUPV�DQG� LV� D� VSHFLğF� FRQVHTXHQFH�
LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�D�VSHFLğF�DFWLRQ��,I�\RX�ğQG�\RXUVHOI�XQGHU�WKH�GLV-
FLSOLQH�RI�WKH�/RUG��\RX�DUH�LQ�D�JRRG�SODFH��2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��
\RX�PD\�QHHG� WR�PDNH�DGMXVWPHQWV� LQ� WKH�ZD\�\RXłUH� OHDGLQJ�
\RXUVHOI��7KLV�FRXOG�VRXQG�OLNH�D�VFDU\�WKLQJ��EXW�6RORPRQ�WHOOV�
XV�*RG�GLVFLSOLQHV�WKRVH�KH�ORYHV��:KDW�FRPIRUW�D�YHUVH�OLNH�WKLV�
FDQ� SURYLGH� LQ� WKH� VSLULWXDO� JURZWK� SURFHVV� RI� D� IDWKHU�� %HLQJ�
GLVFLSOLQHG�E\�*RG� LV� WKH� VDIHVW� NLQG�RI�GLVFLSOLQH�\RX�FDQ�ğQG�
\RXUVHOI� LQ�� 7KH�ZULWHU�RI�+HEUHZV�DIğUPV� WKLV��“No discipline 
seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it 
produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have 
been trained by it” �+HE����������7KH�JUHDWHVW�WKLQJ�\RX�FDQ�RIIHU�
\RXU�FKLOGUHQ�LV�D�KHDOWK\�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�WKH�/RUG�

,I�\RX�KDYH�QHYHU�OHDG�\RXU�FKLOGUHQ�VSLULWXDOO\�EHIRUH��LW�PLJKW�
VHHP�DZNZDUG��$�SRZHUIXO�VWDUW�LV�UHDGLQJ�WKH�%LEOH�ZLWK�\RXU�
FKLOGUHQ�LQ�WKH�PRUQLQJ��,W�PD\�UHTXLUH�\RX�WR�ZDNH�XS�HDUOLHU��
EXW� LWłV�ZRUWK� LW�� 7R�PDNH� D� GHHSHU� LPSDFW�� DIWHU� UHDGLQJ�� DVN�
WKHP�ZKDW�WKH\�OHDUQHG�DQG�ZKDW�WKH\�WKLQN�DERXW�WKH�VWRU\�\RX�
MXVW�UHDG��$QRWKHU�LGHD�LV�WR�SUD\�ZLWK�\RXU�FKLOGUHQ��7KLV�ZRUNV�
IRU� IDWKHUV�ZLWK� IRXU�\HDU�ROGV�DQG� IRUW\�\HDU�ROGV�� 3UD\�EDVHG�

RQ� WKH� FRQYHUVDWLRQV�\RXłYH�EHHQ�KDYLQJ�ZLWK� WKHP�UHJDUGLQJ�
ZKDW�LV�KDSSHQLQJ�LQ�WKHLU�OLIH��$�ğQDO�LGHD�LV�WR�VHUYH�DORQJVLGH�
WKHP��:H�KDYH�VR�PDQ\�GLIIHUHQW�SODFHV�\RX�FDQ�VHUYH�ZLWK�\RXU�
IDPLO\�DW�&3&��7KHVH�DUH�MXVW�D�IHZ�LGHDV�IRU�IDWKHUV�WR�FRQWLQXH�
OHDGLQJ�VSLULWXDOO\�

:H�GLG�D�ORW�RI�ZRUN�LQ�WKH�JDUDJH�WKLV�PRUQLQJ��OHDUQLQJ�KRZ�
WR� HQFRXUDJH� RXU� FKLOGUHQ� DQG� QRW� HPELWWHU� WKHP�� )DWKHUV��
\RX�QHHG�WR�OHDYH�KHUH�NQRZLQJ�\RX�KDYH�DQ�LQYDOXDEOH�UROH�LQ�
\RXU�FKLOGUHQłV� OLIH�GHFLVLRQV�DQG�VSLULWXDO�JURZWK��7KH�ERG\�RI�
&KULVW�QHHGV�\RX�WR�IRFXV�RQ�HQJDJLQJ�ZLWK�\RXU�FKLOGUHQ��7KH�
3HQLQVXOD�ZLOO�EHFRPH�D�EHWWHU�SODFH�EHFDXVH�\RX�HQJDJH�ZLWK�
\RXU�FKLOGUHQ��HYHQ�ZKHQ�\RX�GRQłW�XQGHUVWDQG�ZK\�\RXU�VHYHQ�
\HDU�ROG�LV�FU\LQJ�RU�ZK\�\RXU�WHHQDJH�GDXJKWHU�OLNHV�WKDW�ER\��
<RXU� FKLOGUHQ�ZLOO� KDYH�PRUH� VWDELOLW\� EHFDXVH� RI� WKH� VSLULWXDO�
H[DPSOH�\RX�PRGHO� IRU� WKHP��<RXU�GHVLUH� WR�DYRLG�VLQ�DQG�DF-
FHSW�WKH�GLVFLSOLQH�RI�WKH�/RUG�FDQ�JLYH�WKHP�FRQğGHQFH�WR�VWDQG�
VWURQJ�IRU�WKH�/RUG� LQ�ZKDW�FRXOG�HQG�XS�EHLQJ�FRPSURPLVLQJ�
VLWXDWLRQV��7KH�EHVW�WKLQJ�DERXW�DOO�RI�WKLV�LV�WKDW�LI�ZH�GR�WKHVH�
WKLQJVŌLQ� WKH�PLGVW� RI� RXU� LPSHUIHFWLRQ�� RXU� ĠDZV�� RXU�PLV-
WDNHV��RXU� LQDGHTXDF\��DQG�RXU�VLQVŌZH�FDQ�EH�D�UHĠHFWLRQ�RI�
RXU�FKLOGUHQłV�SHUIHFW�+HDYHQO\�)DWKHU�

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


