
Have you ever been to a place that completely took your breath 
DZD\"�,łOO�QHYHU�IRUJHW�WKH�ğUVW�WLPH�,�ZHQW�WR�WKH�*UDQG�&DQ\RQ��
$V�,�VWDUHG�RXW�RYHU�WKH�LPPHQVH�FDQ\RQ��DOO�,�FRXOG�GR�ZDV�VWDUH�
DQG�VWD\�VLOHQW��,�VDW�WKHUH�VSHHFKOHVV��VWXQQHG�DW�*RGłV�FUHDWLRQ��
2U�,�WKLQN�DERXW�WKH�GD\�,�VSHQW�LQ�*XDP��$�PLVVLRQDU\�IULHQG�
WRRN�XV�VQRUNHOLQJ�RQ�D�ZKLWH�VDQG�EHDFK�RQO\�WKH�ORFDOV�NQRZ�
DERXW��,W�ZDV�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�JRUJHRXV�EHDFKHV�,łYH�HYHU�EHHQ�
RQ�DQG�ZH�ZHUH�WKHUH�DORQH��,W�ZDV�LQFUHGLEOH��+RZ�GR�\RX�SLF-
WXUH�KHDYHQ"� ,� WKLQN�KRZ�\RX�DQVZHU� WKDW� LV� UHDOO\� LPSRUWDQW�
WR�KRZ�\RX�OLYH�WRGD\��'RHV�ZKDW�\RX�SLFWXUH�WDNH�\RXU�EUHDWK�
DZD\�RU�GRHV�LW�ERUH�\RX"�,I�KHDYHQ�LV�D�SODFH�ZKHUH�\RX�ĠRDW�
DURXQG� RQ� FORXGV� VLQJLQJ� .XPED\D� IRU� HWHUQLW\�� WKDW� VRXQGV�
ERULQJ��,WłV�QR�ZRQGHU�HYHU\ERG\�ZDQWV�WR�JR�WR�KHDYHQ�EXW�QR-
ERG\�ZDQWV�WR�GLH�

%XW��ZKDW�LI�KHDYHQ�LV�VR�PXFK�PRUH�WKDQ�WKDW"�:KDW�LI�KHDYHQ�
LV�PRUH� UHDO��PRUH�EHDXWLIXO�� DQG�PRUH�H[FLWLQJ� WKDQ�\RX�HYHU�
GDUHG�WR�LPDJLQH"�)RU�PRVW�RI�XV��ZH�GRQłW�WKLQN�DERXW�KHDYHQ�
D�ZKROH�ORW��:H�DUH�EXV\�HQRXJK�ZLWK�RXU�OLYHV�RQ�HDUWK��:KDW�
,�ZDQW�WR�GR�WRGD\�LV�HQFRXUDJH�\RX�WR�WKLQN�DERXW�KHDYHQ�PRUH�
DQG�LQ�ZD\V�WKDW�PD\�EH�QHZ�WR�\RX��%HFDXVH�LQ�GRLQJ�VR��,�EH-
OLHYH�\RXłOO�ğQG�VWUHQJWK��KRSH�DQG�HQFRXUDJHPHQW�WR�SUHVV�RQ�
WKURXJK�OLIHłV�GLIğFXOWLHV�WRGD\��

The Meanings of Heaven
,WłV�(DVWHU�6XQGD\��:H�DUH�FHOHEUDWLQJ�WKH�JUHDWHVW�HYHQW� LQ�DOO�
KXPDQ� KLVWRU\ŌWKH� UHVXUUHFWLRQ� DQG� YLFWRU\� RI� -HVXV� &KULVW�
RYHU�VLQ��6DWDQ�DQG�GHDWK��$V�IROORZHUV�RI�-HVXV��ZH�EHOLHYH�WKDW�
RQH� GD\��ZKHQ�KH� UHWXUQV� WR� WKLV� HDUWK��ZH� WRR�ZLOO� EH� UDLVHG�
ERGLO\�IURP�RXU�JUDYHV��:HłOO�H[SHULHQFH�RXU�RZQ�UHVXUUHFWLRQ��
%XW��ZKDW�KDSSHQV�DIWHU�WKDW"�:KHUH�GR�ZH�JR�DQG�ZKDW�DUH�ZH�
JRLQJ�WR�GR�DIWHU�WKH�UHVXUUHFWLRQ"�:HłOO�JR�WR�KHDYHQ��%XW��EH-
IRUH�ZH�VWDUW�WDONLQJ�DERXW�KHDYHQ��LWłV�ğUVW�LPSRUWDQW�WR�GHğQH�
ZKDW�KHDYHQ�ZH�DUH�WDONLQJ�DERXW�

7KH�%LEOH�XVHV�WKH�ZRUG�ŃKHDYHQń�LQ�VL[�GLIIHUHQW�ZD\V��6RPHWLPHV�
WKH�ZRUG�KHDYHQ�LV�XVHG�WR�GHVFULEH�WKH�HQWLUH�XQLYHUVH��3VDOP�
������ VD\V� “When I consider your heavens, the work of your 
ğQJHUV��WKH�PRRQ�DQG�WKH�VWDUV��ZKLFK�\RX�KDYH�VHW�LQ�SODFH����
ZKDW�LV�PDQNLQG�WKDW�\RX�DUH�PLQGIXO�RI�WKHP��KXPDQ�EHLQJV�
WKDW�\RX�FDUH�IRU�WKHP"ń�:KHQ�\RX�ORRN�XS�DW�WKH�VWDUV�DW�QLJKW��
\RX�FRXOG�VD\��Ń7KH�KHDYHQV�DUH�RQ�IXOO�GLVSOD\�WRQLJKW�ń�+HDYHQ�
LV�DOVR�XVHG�WR�GHVFULEH�WKH�VSLULWXDO�UHDOP��WKH� LQYLVLEOH�UHDOLW\�
RI� DQJHOV� DQG� GHPRQV� WKDW� ZH� FDQQRW� VHH�� /LVWHQ� WR� $SRVWOH�
3DXOłV�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�WKLV�UHDOP��Ń)RU�RXU�VWUXJJOH�LV�QRW�DJDLQVW�

ĠHVK�DQG�EORRG��EXW�DJDLQVW�WKH�UXOHUV��DJDLQVW�WKH�DXWKRULWLHV��
DJDLQVW�WKH�SRZHUV�RI�WKLV�GDUN�ZRUOG�DQG�DJDLQVW�WKH�VSLULWXDO�
IRUFHV�RI�HYLO�LQ�WKH�KHDYHQO\�UHDOPVń��(SKHVLDQV��������

+HDYHQ�LV�DOVR�XVHG�WR�GHVFULEH�WKH�GZHOOLQJ�SODFH�RI�*RG��:KHQ�
P\�\RXQJHU�NLGV�DVN�PH�ZKHUH�GRHV�*RG�OLYH�� ,�VD\�� LQ�KHDYHQ��
*RG�� VSHDNLQJ� WKURXJK� WKH�SURSKHW� ,VDLDK� VDLG��Ń+HDYHQ� LV�P\�
WKURQH��DQG�WKH�HDUWK�LV�P\�IRRWVWRROń��,VDLDK�����D���7KHQ��WKHUH�
LV�WKH�SUHVHQW�KHDYHQ�RU�ZKDW�WKHRORJLDQV�FDOO�WKH�LQWHUPHGLDWH�
KHDYHQ��7KLV�LV�WKH�SODFH�ZKHUH�&KULVWLDQV�ZKR�GLH�JR�ULJKW�QRZ�
WR�EH�LQ�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�-HVXV��7KLV�LV�DQ�LQWHUPHGLDWH�SODFH�IRU�
SHRSOH�WR�JR�EHIRUH�&KULVWłV�VHFRQG�UHWXUQ�WR�HDUWK��$SRVWOH�3DXO�
WHOOV�XV�DERXW� WKLV�KHDYHQ��Ń)RU�ZH�EHOLHYH� WKDW� -HVXV�GLHG�DQG�
URVH�DJDLQ��DQG�VR�ZH�EHOLHYH�WKDW�*RG�ZLOO�EULQJ�ZLWK�-HVXV�WKRVH�
ZKR� KDYH� IDOOHQ� DVOHHS� LQ� KLPń� ��� 7KHVVDORQLDQV� ������� 8VLQJ�
WKH�HXSKHPLVP�ŃIDOOHQ�DVOHHS�ń�3DXO�VSHDNV�RI�WKRVH�&KULVWLDQV�
ZKR�KDYH�GLHG��+HłV�DQVZHULQJ�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�DERXW�ZKHUH�WKRVH�
SHRSOH�JR�ZKR�KDYH�ŃIDOOHQ�DVOHHS�LQ�&KULVW�ń�+LV�DQVZHU�LV��WKH\�
JR�WR�WKH�SUHVHQW�KHDYHQ�

,WłV�OLNH�ERRNLQJ�D�SODQH�WLFNHW�WR�1HZ�<RUN��,I�\RX�GR�WKDW��\RX�
PLJKW�KDYH�D�OD\RYHU�LQ�$WODQWD��%XW��ZKHQ�\RX�FKHFN�LQ�DW�6)2�
DQG�WKH�WLFNHW�FRXQWHU�DVNV�ZKHUH�\RX�DUH�JRLQJ��\RX�VD\�1HZ�
<RUN��QRW�$WODQWD��%HIRUH�-HVXV�UHWXUQV��DOO�WKRVH�ZKR�NQRZ�-HVXV�
SHUVRQDOO\�ZLOO�KDYH�D�ŃOD\RYHUń�LQ�WKH�SUHVHQW�KHDYHQ�

$QG�WKLV�JHWV�XV�WR�WKH�ğQDO�XVH�RI�WKH�ZRUG�KHDYHQ�LQ�WKH�%LEOH��
WKH�RQH�,łOO�EH�UHIHUULQJ�WR�IRU�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�VHUPRQ��0RVW�RIWHQ�
ZKHQ�ZH� WDON� DERXW� KHDYHQ��ZH�PHDQ� WKH� IXWXUH� KHDYHQ�� WKH�
ğQDO� GHVWLQDWLRQ� IRU� WKRVH�ZKR� NQRZ�DQG� IROORZ� -HVXV�&KULVW��
7KLV�LV�RIWHQ�GHVFULEHG�DV�WKH�ŃQHZ�KHDYHQV�DQG�WKH�QHZ�HDUWK�ń�
:KDW�LV�WKLV�KHDYHQ�OLNH"�

What is Heaven Like?
7KH�EHVW�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�KHDYHQ�LV�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�ODVW�ERRN�RI�WKH�
%LEOH��5HYHODWLRQ��������)URP�WKLV�SDVVDJH��,�ZDQW�WR�VKDUH�ZLWK�
\RX�VHYHQ�GHVFULSWLRQV�RI�ZKDW�KHDYHQ�LV�JRLQJ�WR�EH�OLNH��

Heaven is a real place
6RPH�SHRSOH�WKLQN�RI�KHDYHQ�DV�D�VWDWH�RI�PLQG�RU�D�QRQ�SK\VLFDO�
UHDOP��,WłV�QRW�VRPHZKHUH�\RX�JR��EXW�VRPH�HVRWHULF��XQGHğQHG�
UHDOLW\��$SRVWOH�-RKQ�GHVFULEHV�VRPHWKLQJ�UHDO��+H�ZULWHV��

Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for 
WKH� ğUVW� KHDYHQ� DQG� WKH� ğUVW� HDUWK� KDG� SDVVHG�
away, and there was no longer any sea. I saw the 
Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
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heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully 
dressed for her husband (Revelation 21:1–2).

+HDYHQ�ZLOO�EH�D�UHDO�FLW\��/DWHU�RQ�WKH� LQ� WKH�FKDSWHU�ZH�UHDG�
DERXW�VWRQHV��JHPV��DQG�VWUHHWV�RI�JROG�ğOOLQJ�WKH�FLW\��7KHUH�DUH�
DOVR�ZDOOV�DQG�JDWHV��7KHUH�DUH�IUXLW�WUHHV�DQG�D�ULYHU��+HDYHQ�LV�D�
UHDO�SODFH�ZKHUH�RXU�UHDO�UHVXUUHFWHG�ERGLHV�ZLOO�JR�

,� ZDQW� \RX� WR� QRWLFH� WKDW� KHDYHQ� ZLOO� FRPH� GRZQ� WR� HDUWK��
+HDYHQ� LV�QRW� MXVW�D�SODFH�ZH�ZLOO�JR� WR�� LW�ZLOO� FRPH�GRZQ�WR�
XV��7KH�HDUWK�ZH�FXUUHQWO\� OLYH�RQ�ZLOO�EH�FRPSOHWHO\� UHQHZHG�
DQG�UHVWRUHG�DQG�SXW�EDFN�LQWR�LWV�RULJLQDO�FRQGLWLRQ�EHIRUH�WKH�
)DOO�RI�$GDP�DQG�(YH��%HFDXVH�RI�WKH�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�RI�-HVXV��ZHłOO�
DOVR�JHW�QHZ�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�ERGLHV��+HDYHQ�ZLOO�QRW�EH�D�SODFH�IRU�
VRXOV�WR�ĠRDW�DURXQG��,WłV�D�UHDO�SODFH�ZLWK�UHDO�JORULğHG�ERGLHV��
5HPHPEHU� ZKDW� -HVXVł� ULVHQ� ERG\� ZDV� OLNH"� 3HRSOH� VDZ� KLP��
7KH\�WRXFKHG�KLP��)OHVK�DQG�EORRG��6FDUV�DQG�DOO��3HRSOH�WDONHG�
ZLWK�-HVXV�DQG�HYHQ�DWH�ZLWK�KLP��,W�ZDV�KLV�VDPH�ERG\�EXW�QHZ�
DQG�GLIIHUHQW��2XU�KHDYHQO\�ERGLHV�ZLOO�EH�WKH�VDPH��7KH\�ZLOO�EH�
UHDO��+HDYHQ�ZLOO�EH�UHDO��

Heaven is a holy place
5HYHODWLRQ������VD\V�

And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
“Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the 
people, and he will dwell with them. They will be 
his people, and God himself will be with them and 
be their God.”

:KDW�GRPLQDWHV�WKH�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�KHDYHQ�LV�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�*RG��
+HUH�RQ�HDUWK�ZH�JHW�D�WDVWH�RI�KHDYHQ�DQG�*RGłV�SUHVHQFH�HYHU\�
QRZ�DQG�WKHQ��:KHQ�ZH�VLQJ�ZRUVKLS�VRQJV�ZH�VHQVH�KLV�SUHV-
HQFH��:KHQ�ZH�UHDG�KLV�:RUG��ZH�IHHO�FORVHU�WR�KLP��6RPHWLPHV�
IRU�QR�UHDVRQ�DW�DOO��ZH�H[SHULHQFH�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�-HVXV��%XW��LQ�
KHDYHQ��*RGłV�SUHVHQFH�ZLOO�EH�WKLFN�������*RG�KLPVHOI�ZLOO�OLYH�
ZLWK�KLV�SHRSOH��:H�ZLOO�IRUHYHU�EH�LQ�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�*RG��-RKQ�
ZULWHV�ODWHU�WKDW�WKHUH�ZDV�QR�7HPSOH�LQ�WKH�FLW\�DQG�QR�QLJKW��
EHFDXVH�*RG�ZLOO�EH�WKH�WHPSOH�DQG�WKH�OLJKW��6R��WR�EH�LQ�WKH�FLW\��
WR�EH�LQ�KHDYHQ��LV�WR�EH�LQ�*RG�KLPVHOI��7KDWłV�PLQG�EORZLQJ��,łP�
QRW�VXUH�ZH�FDQ�HYHQ�UHDOO\�JUDVS�ZKDW�WKDW�LV�JRLQJ�WR�EH�OLNH��
+HDYHQ�LV�D�KRO\�SODFH�EHFDXVH�*RG�LV�WKHUH���

Heaven is a safe place
$OO�RI�XV�OLYH�ZLWK�D�FHUWDLQ�DPRXQW�RI�IHDU��$Q\WKLQJ�FDQ�KDSSHQ�
WR�XV��-XVW�UHDG�WKH�QHZV��WKLV�ZRUOG�LV�IXOO�RI�WKLQJV�WKDW�EULQJ�XV�
DQ[LHW\�DQG�SDLQ�� /LVWHQ� WR� WKLV�ZRQGHUIXO�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�ZKDW�
*RG�ZLOO�GR�IRU�XV�LQ�KHDYHQ�

“He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will 
be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, 
for the old order of things has passed away” (v. 4).

'LG�\RX�KHDU�WKDW"�1R�WHDUV��1R�GHDWK��1R�PRXUQLQJ��1R�FU\LQJ�
RU�SDLQ��:K\�ZLOO�WKDW�EH�WUXH"�%HFDXVH�WKHUH�ZLOO�EH�QR�PRUH�VLQ�
RU�FULPH��QR�OLWWHU�RU�VPRJ��QR�RLO�VSLOOV��QR�VLFNQHVV�RU�GLVHDVH��
QR�JRVVLS�RU�ğJKWLQJ��QR�SDLQ�RU�GHDWK�DQG�QR�PRUH�KHDUWDFKH��

+HDYHQ�LV�D�VDIH�SODFH�EHFDXVH�LQ�WKH�QHZ�KHDYHQV�DQG�QHZ�HDUWK�
ŃWKHUH�ZDV�QR� ORQJHU� DQ\� VHDń� �Y�� ����:DLW� D� VHFRQG�� QR�PRUH�
VHD"� 7KDWłV� D� EXPPHU�� ,� ORYH� WKH�RFHDQ��%XW�� LQ� WKH�%LEOH�� WKH�
VHD�UHSUHVHQWV�WKH�IRUFHV�RI�FKDRV��,WłV�XQSUHGLFWDEOH��,W�FDQ�ULVH�
XS�DQG�ZLSH�RXW�WKRXVDQGV�RI�SHRSOH�OLNH�ZHłYH�VHHQ�LQ�UHFHQW�
\HDUV��7R�VD\�WKHUH�ZDV�QR�VHD�LV�WR�VD\�WKDW�WKH�IRUFHV�RI�FKDRV�
DUH�JRQH��1R�PRUH�WVXQDPLV�DQG�HDUWKTXDNHV��1R�PRUH�MXPER�
MHWV� SOXQJLQJ� LQWR� WKH� RFHDQ�� 1R� PRUH� GLVJUXQWOHG� WHHQDJHUV�
PRZLQJ�GRZQ�WKHLU�FODVVPDWHV�ZLWK�DQ�DXWRPDWLF�ULĠH��+HDYHQ�
LV�D�VDIH�SODFH��

Heaven is a big place
9HUVH����VD\V�

“The city was laid out like a square, as long as it 
was wide. He measured the city with the rod and 
found it to be 12,000 stadia in length, and as wide 
and high as it is long.”

7KRVH�PHDVXUHPHQWV� DUH� URXJKO\� ������ VTXDUH�PLOHV�� WKH� GLV-
WDQFH� IURP� 0H[LFR� WR� &DQDGD� RU� IURP� WKH� $SSDODFKLDQV� WR�
&DOLIRUQLD�� $OO� ZKR� FRPH� WR� -HVXV� ZLOO� EH� DFFRPPRGDWHG� LQ�
KHDYHQ��'LGQłW�-HVXV�VD\��Ń,Q�P\�)DWKHUłV�KRXVH��WKHUH�DUH�PDQ\�
GZHOOLQJ� SODFHVń� �-RKQ� �����"� +HDYHQ� ZLOO� DOVR� EH� ğOOHG� ZLWK�
SHRSOH�IURP�HYHU\�QDWLRQ��WULEH�DQG�WRQJXH��$OO�GLIIHUHQW�SHRSOH�
JURXSV�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�ZLOO�EH�UHSUHVHQWHG�WKHUH��+HDYHQ�ZLOO�ELJ�
HQRXJK�IRU�WKH�IXOO�UDQJH�RI�WKH�ZRUOGłV�HWKQLF�DQG�FXOWXUDO�GL-
YHUVLW\��7KRVH�FXOWXUDO�GLVWLQFWLRQV�ZRQłW�GLYLGH�XV�WKH�ZD\�WKH\�
GR�WRGD\��7KH\�ZLOO�EH�FHOHEUDWHG�DQG�DSSUHFLDWHG���

Heaven is a serving place
,Q�5HYHODWLRQ�����E�LW�VD\V�

“The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the 
city, and his servants will serve him.”

<RX�NQRZ�ZKDW�WKDW�PHDQV"�:H�ZLOO�ZRUN�LQ�KHDYHQ��)RU�VRPH�
RI�\RX�ZRUN�GRHV�QRW�VRXQG�YHU\�H[FLWLQJ��:H�WKLQN�WKDW�KHDYHQ�
ZLOO�EH�RXU�XOWLPDWH�UHWLUHPHQW�SODQ��:H�ZDQW�WR�UHWLUH�EHFDXVH�
ZRUN� LV� WLULQJ�� %XW�ZH� QHHG� WR� UHPHPEHU� WKDW� *RG� QHYHU� LQ-
WHQGHG�RXU�ZRUN�WR�EH�H[KDXVWLQJ��,W�ZDV�D�UHVXOW�RQFH�DJDLQ�RI�
WKH�)DOO�WKDW�ZRUN�EHFDPH��ZHOO��ZRUN��2XU�ZRUN�LQ�KHDYHQ�ZLOO�
EH�JRRG�� VDWLVI\LQJ�DQG�KHOSIXO�� 7KHUH�ZLOO�EH�QR� ŃEDGń� MREV� LQ�
KHDYHQ�DQG�*RG�ZLOO�EH�RXU�ERVV��&DQ�\RX�LPDJLQH�D�ERVV�WKDW�LV�
QHYHU�FULWLFDO�DQG�QHYHU�GHPHDQLQJ"�$�ERVV�ZKR�LV�IXQ��HQFRXU-
DJLQJ��ZKR�OHDGV�ZHOO��DQG�FKDOOHQJHV�\RX�WR�EH�\RXU�EHVW"�:RUN�
VWUHWFKHV�XV�LQ�ZD\V�WKDW�PDNH�XV�VPDUWHU��ZLVHU��DQG�PRUH�IXO-
ğOOHG���:RUN�LQ�KHDYHQ�ZRQłW�EH�IUXVWUDWLQJ�RU�IUXLWOHVV��LQVWHDG�LW�
ZLOO�EH�FRPSOHWHO\�IXOğOOLQJ��:KDW�MRE�GR�\RX�WKLQN�*RG�ZLOO�JLYH�
\RX"�,�EHW�LW�ZLOO�EH�RQH�WKDW�ğWV�\RX�SHUIHFWO\�DQG�RQH�\RXłOO�HQMR\�
JUHDWO\��,�FDOO�GLEV�RQ�EHLQJ�D�ğVKHUPDQ�LQ�KHDYHQ��,łP�JRLQJ�WR�
EH�RQ�WKDW�ULYHU�FDWFKLQJ�\RXU�GLQQHU�

Heaven is a satisfying place
-RKQ�GHVFULEHV�KRZ�DEXQGDQW�*RG�SURYLGHV�LQ�KHDYHQ�



“Then the angel showed me the river of the water 
RI�OLIH��DV�FOHDU�DV�FU\VWDO��ĠRZLQJ�IURP�WKH�WKURQH�
of God and of the Lamb down the middle of 
the great street of the city. On each side of the 
river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops 
of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the 
leaves of the tree are for the healing of the na-
tions” (Revelation 22:1-2).

1RW�RQO\�ZLOO�KHDYHQ�QRW�KDYH�loss��LW�ZLOO�QRW�KDYH�lack��7KHUHłV�
DEXQGDQW�ZDWHU�DQG�IUXLW��<RXłOO�EH�VDWLVğHG�ZLWK�*RG�KLPVHOI��
7KLQN�DERXW�WKLV��HYHU\�QHHG�LQ�KHDYHQ�ZLOO�EH�PHW��7RGD\������
PLOOLRQ�SHRSOH�ZLOO�JR�WR�VOHHS�KXQJU\��RQH�LQ�VL[�SHRSOH�LQ�WKH�
ZRUOG�ZLOO�OLYH�LQ�H[WUHPH�SRYHUW\��XQGHU����D�GD\��7KHVH�WKLQJV�
ZLOO�QRW�EH� LQ�KHDYHQ��+HDYHQ�ZLOO�EH�D�SODFH�RI� OLIH�� IUXLW��DQG�
IXOOQHVV��WKHUH�ZLOO�EH�QR�ODFN��QR�ORQJLQJ��QR�KDYH�QRWV��$OO�ZLOO�
EH�VDWLVğHG�LQ�KHDYHQ��

Heaven is a hopeful place
7KLV�(DVWHU��KRSH�VHHPV�WR�EH�RQ�VKRUW�VXSSO\��-XVW� LQ�WKH�SDVW�
IHZ�\HDUV�ZHłYH�VHHQ�GHYDVWDWLQJ�QDWXUDO�GLVDVWHUV�DOO�RYHU� WKH�
ZRUOG��LQWHQVH�SROLWLFDO�FRQĠLFWV��ZDU��DQG�DQ�XQVWDEOH�HFRQRP\��
6RPH�RI�\RX�KDYH�HQGXUHG�DQ�H[WUHPHO\�KDUG�\HDU�RI�MRE�FXWV��
KHDOWK�FRQFHUQV��PDUULDJH�LVVXHV��DQG�SDUHQWLQJ�WULDOV��+RZ�GRHV�
KHDYHQ�JLYH�XV�KRSH"�+HDYHQ�UHPLQGV�XV�WKH�EHVW�LV�\HW�WR�FRPH�

-RQL�(DUHFNVRQ�7DGD��ZKR�EHFDPH�D�TXDGULSOHJLF�DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�D�
GLYLQJ�DFFLGHQW�RYHU����\HDUV�DJR��KDV�H[SHULHQFHG�PRUH�WKDQ�KHU�
VKDUH�RI�SDLQ�DQG�KHDUWDFKH��0RVW�UHFHQWO\�VKHłV�EHHQ�ğJKWLQJ�
FDQFHU��6KH�ZURWH�� Ń+HDYHQ�KDV�EHFRPH�P\�KHDUWłV�KRPH�� WKH�
SODFH�ZKHUH� ,�ZLOO� ğQDOO\� EHORQJ�� 7KH� SODFH�ZKHUH� ,�ZLOO� JHW� D�
EUDQG�QHZ�ERG\Ľ,Q�WKH�ZRUOGłV�ğQDOH�VRPHWKLQJ�VR�JORULRXV�LV�
JRLQJ�WR�KDSSHQ�WKDW�LW�ZLOO�DWRQH�IRU�HYHU\�VLQJOH�WHDU�ZHłYH�HYHU�
FULHG��*RG�LV�JRLQJ�WR�JLYH�XV�WKH�NH\�WKDW�ZLOO�PDNH�VHQVH�RXW�RI�
ZKDW�QRZ�VHHPV�WR�EH�VXFK�VHQVHOHVV�VXIIHULQJ��+HDYHQ�LV�JRLQJ�
WR�EH�D�SODFH�RI�QR�PRUH�GLVDSSRLQWPHQW��QR�PRUH�JULHI�EXW�MR\��
+HDYHQłV�MR\�ń

+HDYHQ�LV�D�KRSHIXO�SODFH�IRU�-RQL�DQG�IRU�XV�EHFDXVH�WKH�SURPLVH�
RI�KHDYHQ�LV�*RG�ZLOO�PDNH�DOO�WKLQJV�QHZ�DQG�ZH�ZLOO�EH�FKDQJHG�
LQ�WKH�EOLQN�RI�DQ�H\H��,Q�DQRWKHU�RQH�RI�KLV�OHWWHUV�$SRVWOH�-RKQ�
ZURWH��ŃĽZKHQ�KH�DSSHDUV��ZH�VKDOO�EH�OLNH�KLP��IRU�ZH�VKDOO�VHH�
KLP�DV�KH�LVń����-RKQ�������6R�VHHLQJ�-HVXV�ZLOO�FKDQJH�XV�LQWR�KLV�
OLNHQHVV�DQG�EHLQJ�FKDQJHG�ZLOO�DOORZ�XV�WR�FRQWLQXH�WR�VHH�KLP�
IDFH� WR� IDFH��1RWKLQJ�FDQ�EH�PRUH�VDWLVI\LQJ�DQG�KRSHIXO� WKDQ�
EHFRPLQJ�PRUH�OLNH�-HVXV��

Can You Know You are Going to Heaven? 
7KHUHłV�D�QHZ�PRYLH�RXW�FDOOHG��Heaven Is For Real��,�KDYHQłW�VHHQ�
WKH�PRYLH��EXW� ,� UHDG�WKH�ERRN�� ,W�ZDV�DW� WKH� WRS�The New York 
Times OLVW�RI�EHVWVHOOHUV�IRU�VRPH�WLPH��Heaven Is For Real LV�ZULWWHQ�
E\�SDVWRU�7RGG�%XUSR�DQG�LW�WHOOV�WKH�VWRU\�RI�KLV�VRQ�&ROWRQ�ZKR��
DW�DJH����VXSSRVHGO\�YLVLWHG�KHDYHQ��+LV�YLVLW�FDPH�ZKLOH�KH�ZDV�
RQ� WKH� RSHUDWLQJ� WDEOH� DIWHU� VXIIHULQJ� D� EXUVW� DSSHQGL[�� 7KH�
ERRN�LV�YHU\�HQJDJLQJ�DQG�HPRWLRQDO��EXW�,�DOVR�WKLQN�ZH�QHHG�WR�

EH�FDUHIXO�ZLWK�ERRNV�DQG�PRYLHV�OLNH�WKLV��:H�VKRXOGQłW�QHHG�D�
��\HDU�ROG�WR�WHOO�XV�LI�KHDYHQ�LV�IRU�UHDO��WKH�%LEOHłV�EHHQ�VD\LQJ�
WKDW�IRU�WKRXVDQGV�RI�\HDUV�

7KDW�EHLQJ�VDLG��WKHUH�LV�D�SRZHUIXO�VWRU\�LQ�WKH�ERRN�,�ZDQW�WR�
VKDUH��&ROWRQłV�GDG��3DVWRU�7RGG�%XUSR��WRRN�KLV�IDPLO\�WR�D�IX-
QHUDO�KH�ZDV�SUHVLGLQJ�RYHU��:KHQ�WKH\�JRW�WR�WKH�GRRU�RI�WKH�
VDQFWXDU\��&ROWRQ�DVNHG�KLV�GDG�ZKDW�WKH�ER[�ZDV�E\�WKH�VWDJH��
7RGG�ZULWHV�

,�WULHG�WR�NHHS�LW�VLPSOH��Ń7KDWłV�WKH�FDVNHW��7KH�PDQ�ZKR�
GLHG�LV�LQVLGH�LW�ń

6XGGHQO\�� &ROWRQłV� IDFH� JDWKHUHG� LQWR� WKDW� VDPH� NQRW� RI�
LQWHQVH� FRQFHUQ��+H� VODPPHG�KLV� ğVW� RQ�KLV� WKLJKV�� WKHQ�
SRLQWHG�RQH�ğQJHU�DW�WKH�FDVNHW�DQG�VDLG�LQ�D�QHDU�VKRXW��
Ń'LG�WKDW�PDQ�KDYH�-HVXV"�ń

6RQMDłV�H\HV�SRSSHG�ZLGH��DQG�ZH�ERWK�JODQFHG�DW�WKH�VDQF-
WXDU\�GRRUZD\�� WHUULğHG� WKH� IDPLO\� LQVLGH� FRXOG�KHDU�RXU�
VRQ�

Ń+H�+$'� WR��+H�+$'� WR�ń�&ROWRQ�ZHQW�RQ�� Ń+H� FDQłW� JHW�
LQWR�KHDYHQ�LI�KH�GLGQłW�KDYH�-HVXV�LQ�KLV�KHDUW�ń

6RQMD�JUDEEHG�&ROWRQ�E\�WKH�VKRXOGHUV�DQG�WULHG�WR�VKXVK�
KLP�� %XW� KH� ZDV� QRW� VKXVK�DEOH�� 1RZ� QHDUO\� LQ� WHDUV��
&ROWRQ�WZLVWHG�LQ�KHU�DUPV�DQG�\HOOHG�DW�PH��Ń+H�+$'�WR�
NQRZ�-HVXV��'DG�ń��SJ������

&DQ�\RX�NQRZ�IRU�VXUH�\RX�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�KHDYHQ"�7KH�%LEOHłV�DQ-
VZHU�LV�D�UHVRXQGLQJ�yes��$SRVWOH�3DXO�ZURWH�WKH�ERRN�RI�5RPDQV�
DQG� LQ� FKDSWHU�����������KH� VXPPDUL]HV�H[DFWO\�KRZ� WR�JR� WR�
KHDYHQ��Ń,I�\RX�FRQIHVV�ZLWK�\RXU�PRXWK�WKDW�-HVXV�LV�/RUG�DQG�
EHOLHYH�LQ�\RXU�KHDUW�WKDW�*RG�UDLVHG�KLP�IURP�WKH�GHDG��\RX�ZLOO�
EH� VDYHG�� )RU�ZLWK� WKH�KHDUW� RQH� EHOLHYHV� DQG� LV� MXVWLğHG�� DQG�
ZLWK�WKH�PRXWK�RQH�FRQIHVVHV�DQG�LV�VDYHG��)RU�WKH�6FULSWXUH�VD\V��
Ł(YHU\RQH�ZKR�EHOLHYHV�LQ�KLP�ZLOO�QRW�EH�SXW�WR�VKDPH�łń�&ROWRQ�
ZDV�ULJKW��7KH�WLFNHW�WR�KHDYHQ�LV�KDYLQJ�D�SHUVRQDO�UHODWLRQVKLS�
ZLWK�-HVXV�&KULVW��

7KH�JRRG�QHZV�RI�&KULVWLDQLW\��ZKDW�ZH�FDOO�WKH�*RVSHO��LV�WKDW�
\RX�DQG�,�DUH�VLQQHUV��:H�DUH�GHHSO\�ĠDZHG�SHRSOH��7KH�SUREOHP�
LV� DFFRUGLQJ� WR� WKH� %LEOH� RQO\� SHUIHFW� SHRSOH� JHW� LQWR� KHDYHQ��
$Q\RQH�KHUH�SHUIHFW"�6HH��QR�RQH�KDV�OLYHG�XS�WR�KLV�RU�KHU�RZQ�
SHUVRQDO�VWDQGDUGV�DQG�PRUDOLW\��\HW�DORQH�*RGłV�KRO\�VWDQGDUG�
RI�SHUIHFWLRQ��:HłYH�DOO�PLVVHG�WKH�PDUN��DQG�WKH�%LEOH�VD\V�WKDW�
WKH�SHQDOW\�IRU�VLQ�LV�HWHUQDO�GHDWK�DQG�VHSDUDWLRQ�IURP�*RG��%XW�
*RG��LQ�KLV�ORYH�DQG�PHUF\��SURYLGHG�D�ZD\�RXW��D�UHVFXH�SODQ��+H�
VHQW�KLV�RQH�DQG�RQO\�6RQ�LQWR�WKH�ZRUOG��WR�GLH�LQ�RXU�SODFH�IRU�
RXU�VLQ�DQG�WR�SD\�WKH�SULFH�RI�VLQ�WKDW�ZH�FRXOG�QRW�SD\��:H�FDOO�
WKDW�UHGHPSWLRQ��-HVXV�ZDV�WKH�SHUIHFW�DQG�ğQDO�VDFULğFH�IRU�VLQ�
IXOO\�SD\LQJ�WKH�GHEW�ZH�RZHG�WR�*RG��+H�ZDV�EXULHG�LQ�D�WRPE�
DQG�LQ�WKUHH�GD\V�KH�URVH�IURP�WKH�JUDYH��7KH�WRPE�ZDV�HPSW\��
KLV�ERG\�ZDV�JRQH�



7KLV�PHVVDJH�IURP�6FULSWXUH�ZDV�SUHDFKHG�RQ�6XQGD\��$SULO����������DW�&HQWUDO�3HQLQVXOD�&KXUFK�1RUWK
����3LHGPRQW�$YHQXH�_�6DQ�%UXQR��&$�������_��������������_�ZZZ�FSFZHE�RUJ��$GGLWLRQDO�FRSLHV�DYDLODEOH�RQ�UHTXHVW�
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,I�\RX�DUH�QRW�D�&KULVWLDQ��WKHUH�DUH�RQO\�WKUHH�WKLQJV�*RG�ZDQWV�
\RX�WR�GR�WKLV�PRUQLQJ��)LUVW��DFFHSW�KLV�ORYH�IRU�\RX��3XW�GRZQ�
\RXU�JXDUG�DQG�DFFHSW�ZKDW�-HVXV�GLG�IRU�\RX��-HVXV�loves�\RX��
<RX�DUH�QRW�KHUH�E\�DFFLGHQW�WKLV�PRUQLQJ��6HFRQG��EHOLHYH�WKDW�
-HVXV�GLHG�DQG�URVH�IURP�WKH�GHDG��7KDW�LV�ZKDW�LW�PHDQV�WR�KDYH�
IDLWK�LQ�-HVXV�&KULVW��,WłV�WUXVWLQJ�LQ�ZKR�*RG�LV�DQG�ZKDW�KH�GLG�
IRU�\RX�LQ�-HVXV��7KLUG��FRPPLW�\RXU�OLIH�WR�-HVXV��,�DP�QRW�WDONLQJ�
DERXW�EHFRPLQJ�PRUH�UHOLJLRXV�� ,�DP�WDONLQJ�DERXW�D�SHUVRQDO�
UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK� -HVXV�&KULVW�� 7RGD\� \RX� FDQ� LQYLWH� -HVXV� LQWR�
\RXU�OLIH�WR�EH�/RUG�DQG�6DYLRU��,I�\RX�GR�WKDW��KHDYHQ�ZLOO�EH�\RXU�
KRPH�IRUHYHU��

,�ZDQW�WR�FORVH�ZLWK�D�FKDOOHQJH�IRU�XV�DOO��3DVWRU�-RKQ�3LSHU�VD\V�
VRPHWKLQJ�UHDOO\�LPSRUWDQW�DERXW�KHDYHQ�WKDW�,łOO�HQG�ZLWK��+H�
ZULWHV��Ń7KH�FULWLFDO�TXHVWLRQ�IRU�RXU�JHQHUDWLRQŌDQG�IRU�HYHU\�
JHQHUDWLRQŌLV�WKLV��,I�\RX�FRXOG�KDYH�KHDYHQ��ZLWK�QR�VLFNQHVV��
DQG�ZLWK�DOO�WKH�IULHQGV�\RX�HYHU�KDG�RQ�HDUWK��DQG�DOO�WKH�IRRG�

\RX�HYHU�OLNHG��DQG�DOO�WKH�OHLVXUH�DFWLYLWLHV�\RX�HYHU�HQMR\HG��DQG�
DOO�WKH�QDWXUDO�EHDXWLHV�\RX�HYHU�VDZ��DOO�WKH�SK\VLFDO�SOHDVXUHV�
\RX�HYHU�WDVWHG��DQG�QR�KXPDQ�FRQĠLFW�RU�DQ\�QDWXUDO�GLVDVWHUV��
FRXOG�\RX�EH�VDWLVğHG�ZLWK�KHDYHQ��LI�&KULVW�ZHUH�QRW�WKHUH"�ń

7KH�EHVW�SDUW�DERXW�KHDYHQ�LV�ZH�ZLOO�ğQDOO\�EH�ZLWK�-HVXV��<RX�
NQRZ�ZKDW�WKH�ğUVW�WKLQJ�,�DP�JRLQJ�WR�GR�ZKHQ�,�JHW�WR�KHDYHQ"�
,łP�JRLQJ�WR�UXQ�LQWR�KLV�DUPV��+RZ�DERXW�\RX"�

 

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


