
Ahaziah son of Ahab became king of Israel in 
Samaria in the seventeenth year of Jehoshaphat 
king of Judah, and he reigned over Israel two years.

After Ahab’s death, Moab rebelled against Israel. 
Now Ahaziah had fallen through the lattice of his 
upper room in Samaria and injured himself. So he 
sent messengers, saying to them, “Go and consult 
Baal-Zebub, the god of Ekron, to see if I will recover 
from this injury.”

But the angel of the Lord said to Elijah the Tishbite, 
“Go up and meet the messengers of the king of 
Samaria and ask them, ‘Is it because there is no 
God in Israel that you are going off to consult Baal-
Zebub, the god of Ekron?’ Therefore this is what 
the Lord says: ‘You will not leave the bed you are 
lying on. You will certainly die!’” So Elijah went.

When the messengers returned to the king, he 
asked them, “Why have you come back?”

“A man came to meet us,” they replied. “And he 
said to us, ‘Go back to the king who sent you and 
tell him, “This is what the Lord says: Is it because 
there is no God in Israel that you are sending mes-
sengers to consult Baal-Zebub, the god of Ekron? 
Therefore you will not leave the bed you are lying 
on. You will certainly die!”’”

The king asked them, “What kind of man was it 
who came to meet you and told you this?”

They replied, “He had a garment of hair and had a 
leather belt around his waist.”

The king said, “That was Elijah the Tishbite.”

Then he sent to Elijah a captain with his company 
RI�ğIW\�PHQ��7KH� FDSWDLQ�ZHQW�XS� WR�(OLMDK��ZKR�
was sitting on the top of a hill, and said to him, 
“Man of God, the king says, ‘Come down!’”

Elijah answered the captain, “If I am a man of God, 
PD\� ğUH� FRPH� GRZQ� IURP� KHDYHQ� DQG� FRQVXPH�
\RX�DQG�\RXU�ğIW\�PHQ�ń�7KHQ�ğUH�IHOO�IURP�KHDYHQ�
and consumed the captain and his men.

At this the king sent to Elijah another captain with 
KLV�ğIW\�PHQ��7KH�FDSWDLQ�VDLG�WR�KLP��Ń0DQ�RI�*RG��
this is what the king says, ‘Come down at once!’”

Ń,I� ,� DP� D�PDQ� RI�*RG�ń� (OLMDK� UHSOLHG�� ŃPD\� ğUH�
come down from heaven and consume you and 
\RXU� ğIW\� PHQ�ń� 7KHQ� WKH� ğUH� RI� *RG� IHOO� IURP�
KHDYHQ�DQG�FRQVXPHG�KLP�DQG�KLV�ğIW\�PHQ�

6R�WKH�NLQJ�VHQW�D�WKLUG�FDSWDLQ�ZLWK�KLV�ğIW\�PHQ��
This third captain went up and fell on his knees be-
fore Elijah. “Man of God,” he begged, “please have 
UHVSHFW�IRU�P\�OLIH�DQG�WKH�OLYHV�RI�WKHVH�ğIW\�PHQ��
\RXU�VHUYDQWV��6HH��ğUH�KDV�IDOOHQ�IURP�KHDYHQ�DQG�
FRQVXPHG�WKH�ğUVW�WZR�FDSWDLQV�DQG�DOO�WKHLU�PHQ��
But now have respect for my life!”

The angel of the Lord said to Elijah, “Go down with 
him; do not be afraid of him.” So Elijah got up and 
went down with him to the king.

He told the king, “This is what the Lord says: Is it 
because there is no God in Israel for you to consult 
that you have sent messengers to consult Baal-
Zebub, the god of Ekron? Because you have done 
this, you will never leave the bed you are lying on. 
You will certainly die!” So he died, according to the 
word of the Lord that Elijah had spoken.

Because Ahaziah had no son, Joram succeeded 
him as king in the second year of Jehoram son of 
Jehoshaphat king of Judah. As for all the other 
events of Ahaziah’s reign, and what he did, are 
they not written in the book of the annals of the 
kings of Israel? (1 Kings 22:51–2 Kings 1:1–18).

The apple didn’t fall far from the tree. After the death of Ahab, 
Ahaziah, Ahab’s son, became king over Israel and reigned for two 
short years. Like his father and mother, Ahaziah, “Did evil in the 
eyes of the Lord. He served and worshipped Baal.” But maybe we 
shouldn’t be so hard on the new king. After all, he was facing a 
serious pressure on several fronts. There were political tensions 
with the kingdom of Moab who used the death of King Ahab to 
rebel against Israel. Economically, Ahaziah attempted to go into 
the shipping business with Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, but God 
intervened and stopped the alliance by wrecking the ships. And 
now, personally, Ahaziah has suffered a tragic fall from his upper 
room. We don’t know how badly Ahaziah was injured, but it was 
enough for him to question if he would recover or not.

Out of fear for his own life, taking a page out of his parent’s play-
book, he sent messengers to consult with the god of Ekron, Baal-
Zebub. Ekron was a major city of the Philistines along the coast 
of the Mediterranean Sea. The city’s god, Baal-Zebub, literally 
means, “Lord of the Flies” and was known for its power to tell the 
future. Some believed it had the power to heal as well. If Ahaziah 
were alive today, he’d visit the local psychic on El Camino and ask 
if he would live or die.
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At this point in the story, you may be wondering to yourself, 
“What’s the big deal? If Ahaziah wants to consult an object made 
of stone, who are we to judge him? We all know that there is 
nothing behind this silly image. People back then were primi-
tive and didn’t know any better either, right?” Wrong. This was 
a disastrous decision to consult Baal-Zebub. By the time of Jesus’ 
ministry this name, this god, would evolve to Beelzebub and be 
synonymous with Satan himself. In the Gospel of Matthew the 
Pharisees accuse Jesus of using demonic power to heal people. 
They said, “It is only by Beelzebul, the prince of demons, that this 
fellow drives out demons.” Jesus denied their false claim and said, 
“But if it is by the Spirit of God that I drive out demons, then the 
kingdom of God has come upon you” (Matthew 12:24, 28).

As you can see, there was more to this idol made of stone than 
PHHWV� WKH� H\H�� %HKLQG� %DDO�=HEXE� ZDV� WKH� VDWDQLF� LQĠXHQFH�
of the demonic world. This is why God despised acts of witch-
craft and sorcery because they were fronts for demonic activity. 
Unfortunately these practices were all too common in the 
kingdom of Israel. That’s why God gave several stern warnings 
to his people: “Do not turn to mediums or seek out spiritist, for 
\RX�ZLOO�EH�GHğOHG�E\�WKHP��,�DP�WKH�/25'�\RXU�*RGń (Leviticus 
19:31). “I will set my face against anyone who turns to mediums 
and spiritist to prostitute themselves by following them, and I 
will cut them off from their people” (Leviticus 20:6).

:KHQ�\RX�ZHUH� D� NLG�� GLG� \RX� OLNH�SOD\LQJ�ZLWK�ğUH"� ,� GLG�� ,łOO�
QHYHU� IRUJHW� WKH� WLPH� ,� WRRN�KXQGUHGV�RI�ğUHFUDFNHUV�� HPSWLHG�
WKH�SRZGHU�RQWR�P\�GULYHZD\�DQG�OLW�WKHP�RQ�ğUH��7KH�H[SORVLRQ�
almost seared my eyebrow hairs off! Ahaziah, by consulting Baal-
=HEXE��LV�SOD\LQJ�ZLWK�VSLULWXDO�ğUH��+H�GRHVQłW�FDUH�QRU�GRHV�KH�
understand how dangerous and foolish his decision would be.

It’s here in our passage today where we get to take a good hard 
ORRN�DW�RXUVHOYHV��:H�DUH�MXVW�OLNH�$KD]LDK��:H�SOD\�ZLWK�ğUH�DOO�
WKH�WLPH��EHOLHYLQJ�ZH�ZRQłW�JHW�EXUQHG��:H�RIWHQ�SOD\�ZLWK�ğUH�
during those times of trials, testing, or when things in our life 
just aren’t working toward our advantage. When the pressure 
is turned up in your life, when everything seems to be going 
ZURQJ��ZKHUH�GR�\RX�WXUQ�ğUVW"�:KDW�GR�\RX�UXQ�WR�ZKHQ�DOO�
else fails? Who do you go to when nothing seems to be working 
RXW"�+RZ�ZH�DQVZHU�WKRVH�TXHVWLRQV�UHYHDO�ZKR�ZH�WUXVW�DQG�
ZKR�ZH�XOWLPDWHO\�VHUYH��3OD\LQJ�ZLWK�ğUH�XVXDOO\�FRPHV�LQ�WKH�
form of idolatry. The problem in Israel is the people wanted to 
serve both Yahweh and Baal. We too want to serve both God and 
our idols. Elijah will demand an either/or decision.

Like Ahaziah, we may not worship Baal-Zebub, but we all have 
rival gods, hidden idols, in the hearts of every single one of us. 
,W�VKRXOG�EH�QR�VXUSULVH�WKH�ğUVW�RI�WKH�7HQ�&RPPDQGPHQWV�LV��
“You shall have no other gods before me”��([RGXV��������5HIRUPHU�
Martin Luther famously said we never break any of the other 
FRPPDQGPHQWV�ZLWKRXW�EUHDNLQJ�WKH�ğUVW�RQH��%HFDXVH�DW�WKH�

core of all sin is idolatry. It’s always the reason we do anything 
wrong. Whatever you feel you must have to make you happy is 
usually more important to your heart than God himself.

)RU�H[DPSOH��ZH�OLH�EHFDXVH�VRPHWKLQJ�HOVH�LV�PRUH�LPSRUWDQW�
than God’s grace. We don’t take a Sabbath rest because some-
thing else is more valuable to our hearts than God’s favor. Pastor 
Tim Keller wrote, “Idolatry is not just a failure to obey God, it 
is a setting of the whole heart on something besides God.” For 
Ahaziah, he wanted the security of knowing the future, whether 
he would live or die. That was his idol. It came in the form of 
%DDO�=HEXE��$QG�VR�KH�EHJDQ�SOD\LQJ�ZLWK�WKH�ğUH�RI�LGRO�ZRUVKLS�
and consulting mediums. God responds by lovingly stopping him 
dead in his tracks. Let’s look again at the story.

God’s Judgement on Ahaziah
Instead of trusting God with his injury, instead of asking God 
for healing, King Ahaziah ignores God’s warnings and sends 
messengers to consult Baal-Zebub. When the Lord saw what 
the ruler of his people was about to do, he commands Elijah to 
confront the king’s messengers. When they meet, Elijah asks 
a rhetorical question, one that is repeated for emphasis three 
times throughout the story, “Is it because there is no God in 
Israel that you are going off to consult Baal-zebub, the god of 
Ekron?” Think about that question for a moment. The answer, 
especially for Ahaziah, should have been crystal clear. Yes, there 
LV�D�*RG�LQ�,VUDHO��+H�LV�WKH�VDPH�*RG�ZKR�FRQIURQWHG�KLV�IDWKHU�
$KDE�RQ�0W��&DUPHO�LQ�DQ�DPD]LQJ�GLVSOD\�RI�SRZHU��5HPHPEHU�
that? The priests of Baal were proved powerless frauds. God sent 
GRZQ�ğUH� WR� FRQVXPH� WKH�ZDWHU�GUHQFKHG� RIIHULQJ� DQG� (OLMDK�
killed every priest of Baal. Elijah then prayed and rain poured 
down from heaven ending years of drought. Yes, there is a God 
in Israel and this God revealed himself to Ahab and to all Israel. 
8QIRUWXQDWHO\��$KDEłV�IDLWK�ĠRXQGHUHG�DQG�KLV�VRQ�$KD]LDK�FRQ-
tinued in his family’s evil practices.

Ahaziah wanted to know if he would live or die, but instead 
of consulting Baal-Zebub, God himself, through Elijah, gave 
Ahaziah the answer to his question, “‘You will not leave the bed 
you are lying on. You will certainly die!’” The messengers were 
no dummies. Instead of continuing on their journey to Ekron, 
they return immediately to tell Ahaziah the news. Ahaziah isn’t 
YHU\�WKULOOHG�DERXW�WKH�RUDFOH�RI�KLV�GHDWK��+H�GHPDQGV�WR�NQRZ�
who they met with and who told them the bad news. The mes-
sengers, not knowing it was Elijah, said, “Some hairy man who 
was really intense and serious!” The king immediately knew it 
was Elijah the Tishbite, the same man of God who confronted 
his dear old dad.

,Q� DQJHU�� $KD]LDK� VHQGV� ��� RI� KLV� ğJKWLQJ� PHQ� WR� LQWLPLGDWH�
(OLMDK��7KH�PHQ�ğQG�(OLMDK�VLWWLQJ�RQ�WRS�RI�D�KLOO�DQG�WKH�FDSWDLQ�
asks the man of God to come down. Elijah responds by calling 
RQ�ğUH� WR� FRPH�GRZQ� IURP�KHDYHQ�DQG�GHVWUR\� WKH�PHQ��7KH�



NLQJ�LVQłW�LPSUHVVHG�DQG�VHQGV�DQRWKHU����PHQ��2QFH�DJDLQ��ğUH�
from heaven and the death of 50 men. The hairy man on the 
mountain was not someone to take lightly! It’s tempting to look 
at this entire scene and wonder why God would be so harsh and 
ambivalent with the lives of 100 men. But remember what is at 
stake here. The king of God’s people is a card-carrying idolater 
and toying around with the realm of demonic powers. God alone 
deserves worship. Like his father, Ahaziah must be stopped.

The third captain was the wisest of the three. In humility and 
reverence, he begs Elijah to come down from the mountain and 
PHHW�ZLWK�WKH�NLQJ��(OLMDK�ğQDOO\�DJUHHV�DQG�PHHWV�IDFH�WR�IDFH�
with Ahab. Picture the drama unfolding. Elijah is escorted down 
WKH�KLOO�ZLWK����ZHOO�DUPHG�PHQ��+H�LV�EURXJKW�LQWR�WKH�SUHVHQFH�
of the young but powerful king. Elijah stands face to face, alone 
with a man who wants nothing more than to kill him. There is 
no doubt Ahaziah could have killed him with one thrust of the 
spear. But that’s not what happens. Without any fear, without 
any worry of the risk he was taking, with unwavering faith, Elijah 
confronts Ahaziah and for the third time tells the king, “This is 
ZKDW�WKH�/25'�VD\V��,V�LW�EHFDXVH�WKHUH�LV�QR�*RG�LQ�,VUDHO�IRU�\RX�
to consult that you have sent messengers to consult Baal-zebub, 
the god of Ekron? Because you have done this, you will never 
leave the bed you are lying on. You will certainly die!” Elijah was 
so committed to the Lord and so convinced of what he had to 
do that he risked his own life to obey God. Ahaziah had three 
chances to repent, to confess his wicked sin and lead Israel back 
to the worship of the one true God. Sadly, Ahaziah’s heart was 
hardened beyond repair and he died according to the Word of 
the Lord. Story over, fade to black.

Eight years ago when my family moved from Las Vegas to 
3DVDGHQD�WR�ğQLVK�P\�JUDGXDWH�ZRUN�DW�)XOOHU�6HPLQDU\��ZH�GH-
cided to keep the house we own and rent it out to my wife’s 
parents. We thought it was a great decision until the housing 
market tanked but thankfully we have been able to keep the 
house and bless my in-laws. They in turn keep the house in great 
shape and are ideal tenants. A few weeks ago, I got a call from my 
mother-in-law who wanted to check the AC unit before summer 
ZKHUH� LW�DYHUDJHV�����GHJUHHV��8QIRUWXQDWHO\�� WKH�ğUVW� WHFKQL-
cian told her that we needed to replace the entire outside unit. I 
called another company for a second opinion and they said the 
same thing but added that we also needed to replace the furnace 
inside the house, in total about $8000. I was stunned. I’m not 
sharing this story for sympathy but to show you how idolatry 
works in my life.

An interesting thing took place within my own spirit that I am 
sure you can appreciate. Everything inside of me wanted to get 
on the phone, call other companies, get competing offers and 
JHW�WKLV�WKLQJ�ğJXUHG�RXW�IRU�FKHDSHU��$Q[LHW\�DOVR�EHJDQ�WR�FUHHS�
in as I kissed our summer vacation plans good bye. But, there was 
DQRWKHU�SDUW�RI�PH�WKDW�ZDQWHG�WR�JR�WR�*RG�ğUVW��SUD\�DERXW�

what to do and trust him with this issue. On that Monday, the 
WZR�GHVLUHV�ZHUH�LQ�D�GRJ�ğJKW�ZLWKLQ�P\�RZQ�KHDUW�

I was able to pray about it and I did trust God. I had a peace about 
the whole thing. I also made a few phone calls and thankfully the 
work was done by a Christian friend of a friend for $2600, not 
$8000. We could afford that and it ended up not being a huge 
GHDO�IRU�XV�ğQDQFLDOO\��7KH�WKLQJ�,�DP�FRQVWDQWO\�OHDUQLQJ�LV�WKH�
very same thing that has plagued Christian leaders for centuries. 
When the pressure is turned up in your life, when everything 
VHHPV�WR�EH�JRLQJ�ZURQJ��ZKHUH�GR�\RX�WXUQ�ğUVW"�:KDW�GR�\RX�
run to when all else fails? Who do you go to when nothing seems 
to be working out? Again, how we answer those questions reveal 
who we trust and who we ultimately serve. This passage teaches 
XV� RQH� YHU\� LPSRUWDQW� WUXWKŌJR� WR�*RG�ğUVW�� 7UXVW� DQG� REH\�
him only.

While the story is over for Ahaziah, the pull of idolatry is very 
real in the lives of Christians today. Like Israel, we try to serve 
both God and our hidden idols. The idol that I was struggling 
with last week was the idol of security and comfort. I didn’t like 
having to deal with an AC unit problem. I wanted the security 
of having enough disposable income in the bank to draw from 
DQG�ğ[�WKH�SUREOHP��,I�,�GLG�KDYH�������OD\LQJ�DURXQG��,�ZRXOG�
have never prayed about the decision and would have sent the 
ğUVW�FRPSDQ\�D�FKHFN�VR�,�FRXOG�JHW�EDFN�WR�P\�OLIH��,QVWHDG�,�ZDV�
forced to look at my own heart and pinpoint why I felt unhappy 
DQG�DQ[LRXV�DERXW�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�

Tim Keller wrote a wonderful book about modern day idols 
called, Counterfeit Gods. Allow me to borrow liberally from his 
WKRXJKWV�RQ�WKH�LVVXH��+H�ZULWHV��Ń,W�LV�LPSRVVLEOH�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�
your own heart or your culture if you do not discern the counter-
IHLW�JRGV�WKDW�LQĠXHQFH�WKHPĽ�7KH�VHFUHW�WR�FKDQJH�LV�DOZD\V�WR�
identify and dismantle the basic idols of the heart.” In the notes 
section of Counterfeit Gods, Keller includes a helpful list of 10 idol 
categories:

Theological idols – Doctrinal errors that produce such distorted 
views of God that we end up worshipping a false god.

Sexual idols – Addictions such as pornography that promise but 
don’t deliver a sense of intimacy and acceptance; ideals of phys-
ical beauty in yourself and/or your partner; romantic idealism.

Magic/ritual idols – Witchcraft and the occult. All idolatry is 
in the end a form of magic that seeks to rebel against the order 
of transcendent reality rather than submitting to it in love and 
wisdom.

Political/economic idols – Ideologies of the left, right, and lib-
ertarian that absolutize some aspect of political order and make 
it the solution.

Racial/national idols� ŋ� 5DFLVP�� PLOLWDULVP�� QDWLRQDOLVP�� RU�
ethnic pride that turns bitter or oppressive.
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Relational idols – Dysfunctional family systems of codepen-
dency; “fatal attraction”; living your life through your children.

Religious idols – Moralism and legalism; idolatry of success and 
JLIWV��UHOLJLRQ�DV�D�SUHWH[W�IRU�DEXVH�RI�SRZHU�

Philosophical idols – Systems of thought that make some 
created thing the problem with life (instead of sin) and some 
human product or enterprise the solution to our problems (in-
stead of God’s grace).

Cultural idols� ŋ� 5DGLFDO� LQGLYLGXDOLVP�� DV� LQ� WKH� :HVW�� WKDW�
PDNHV�DQ�LGRO�RXW�RI�LQGLYLGXDO�KDSSLQHVV�DW�WKH�H[SHQVH�RI�FRP-
munity; shame cultures that make an idol out of family and clan 
DW�WKH�H[SHQVH�RI�LQGLYLGXDO�ULJKWV�

Deep idols – Motivational drives and temperaments made into 
absolutes:

ō� Power idolatry: “Life only has meaning/I only have worth 
LI�ŋ�,�KDYH�SRZHU�DQG�LQĠXHQFH�RYHU�RWKHUV�ń

ō� Approval idolatry: “Life only has meaning/I only have worth 
if – I am loved and respected by __________.”

ō� Comfort idolatry: “Life only has meaning/I only have worth 
LI� ŋ� ,� KDYH� WKLV� NLQG� RI� SOHDVXUH� H[SHULHQFH�� D� SDUWLFXODU�
quality of life.”

ō� Control idolatry: “Life only has meaning/I only have worth 
if – I am able to get mastery over my life in the area of 
__________.”

If idols are hidden in the hearts of every one of us, which they 
are, the question becomes, What do we do about them? Keller 
encourages us to do two things. First identify your idols. Which 
category and which idols are hidden in your heart? To identify 
our idols ask yourself these questions: What do you think about 
to get joy and comfort in the privacy of your own heart? What 
do you daydream about? Another way to identify your idols is 
WR�ORRN�DW�KRZ�\RX�VSHQG�\RXU�PRQH\��<RXU�PRQH\�ĠRZV�HDVLO\�
towards your heart’s greatest love. You can also pinpoint an 
idol by looking at how you respond to unanswered prayers and 

frustrated hopes. If God doesn’t answer your prayer do you get 
upset? Finally, look at your most uncontrolled emotions. If you 
are angry, ask, “Is there something here too important to me, 
something I am telling myself I have to have at all costs?” Do the 
VDPH�WKLQJ�ZLWK�IHDU��DQ[LHW\�DQG�JXLOW��,I�\RX�DUH�D�ZRUNDKROLF��
ask yourself, “Why do I work so hard? What am I really trying 
to get?”

$IWHU�LGHQWLI\LQJ�\RXU�LGROV��.HOOHU�HQFRXUDJHV�XV�QH[W�WR�replace 
them. Anyone who has ever tried to stop a bad habit knows that 
one of the best ways to do that is to replace it with a good habit. 
Instead of eating ice cream at night, which I love to do, you’ll 
RIWHQ�ğQG�PH�FKHZLQJ�RQ�VXQĠRZHU�VHHGV��,łYH�UHSODFHG�D�EDG�
habit with a decent one.

+RZ�GR�ZH�UHSODFH�WKHVH�LGROV"�$SRVWOH�3DXO�WHOOV�XV�LQ�&RORVVLDQV�
3 to “put to death” the evil desires of the heart which includes 
“sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which 
is idolatry.” Sheer will power and even repentance will not re-
place your idols. Apostle Paul tells us to set our hearts and minds 
on things above where our life is “hidden with Christ in God.” 
That means we appreciate, rejoice and rest in what Jesus has 
done for us. We worship joyfully because we want more of Jesus. 
We pray eagerly because Jesus has become more beautiful to 
our imagination and more attractive to our heart than our idols. 
We must not only uproot the idols of our hearts, but we need to 
replace them with more of Jesus. If we don’t plant the love, grace 
and truth of Jesus, the idol will grow back.

The reality is this process takes a lifetime. We identify an idol. 
By God’s grace, we replace it by knowing Jesus more deeply and 
walking with him more closely. This process happens over and 
over again for a lifetime. So we need to be patient. For today, go 
WR�*RG�ğUVW��WUXVW�KLP�DQG�REH\�KLP�RQO\��7KHUH�LV�D�*RG�LQ�,VUDHO�
and he loves you.

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


