
Every now and then someone will ask me about my favorite 
ZULWHUV��7KH�ğUVW�QDPH� WKDW�DOZD\V�FRPHV� WR�PLQG� LV�:HQGHOO�
%HUU\��0RVW�RI�WKH�WLPH��ZKHQ�,�VD\�KLV�QDPH�,�JHW�D�ORRN�RI�FRQ-
IXVLRQ�� OLNH��:KR�LV�:HQGHOO�%HUU\"�%HUU\�ZDV�ERUQ� LQ������ LQ�
+HQU\� &RXQW\�� .HQWXFN\�� +H� HDUQHG� D� EDFKHORUłV� GHJUHH� IURP�
WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�.HQWXFN\�LQ�������7ZR�\HDUV�ODWHU�KH�UHFHLYHG�
D�:DOODFH�6WHJQHU�)HOORZVKLS�IURP�6WDQIRUG��+H�DOVR�WDXJKW�DW�
6WDQIRUG�DQG�PDQ\�RWKHU�XQLYHUVLWLHV��+HłV�WKH�DXWKRU�RI�PRUH�
WKDQ����ERRNV��+HłV�ZRQ�QXPHURXV�DZDUGV�DQG�KRQRUV��The New 
York Times KDV�FDOOHG�KLP�WKH�ŃSURSKHW�RI�UXUDO�$PHULFD�ń�

,Q�������%HUU\�PRYHG�WR�D� IDUP�KH�ERXJKWŌ/DQHłV�/DQGLQJŌ
DQG�EHJDQ�JURZLQJ�FRUQ�DQG�VPDOO�JUDLQV�RQ�ZKDW�HYHQWXDOO\�EH-
FDPH�D�����DFUH�KRPHVWHDG��/DQHłV�/DQGLQJ�LV�QHDU�3RUW�5R\DOH��
.HQWXFN\��ZKHUH�KLV�SDUHQWV�ZHUH�ERUQ��+HłV� OLYHG�DQG�IDUPHG�
DQG�ZULWWHQ�WKHUH�IRU�DOPRVW����\HDUV��+LV�ZULWLQJ�LV�JURXQGHG�LQ�
WKH�QRWLRQ�WKDW�RQHłV�ZRUN�RXJKW�WR�EH�URRWHG�LQ�DQG�UHVSRQVLYH�
WR�RQHłV�SODFH��7KH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�SODFH�LV�D�UHFXUUHQW�WKHPHŌ
SODFH�HPEUDFHG�DQG�ORYHG��XQGHUVWRRG�DQG�KRQRUHG��

,łYH�DOZD\V�IHOW�:HQGHOO�%HUU\�LV�D�JXLGH�WR�EHLQJ�D�SDVWRU�EHFDXVH�
SDVWRULQJ�LV�D�ORW�OLNH�IDUPLQJ��<RX�FDQ�SORZ�ğHOGV�DQG�SODQW�VHHGV�
DQG�UHDS�D�KDUYHVW�LQ�D�FRQJUHJDWLRQ�RI�SHRSOH�DV�ZHOO�DV�D�IDUP��
7R�GR�LW�ZHOO��\RX�KDYH�WR�NQRZ�DQG�VWD\�FRPPLWWHG�WR�WKDW�SODFH��
%HUU\łV�FKDUDFWHU�-D\EHU�&URZ�VD\V��Ń7R�IHHO�DW�KRPH�LQ�D�SODFH��
\RX�KDYH�WR�KDYH�VRPH�SURVSHFW�RI�VWD\LQJ�WKHUH�ń�

,� JXHVV� WKDWłV�ZK\� ,� DSSUHFLDWH� WKH� VWRU\�ZHłUH� ORRNLQJ� DW� WKLV�
PRUQLQJ�LQ���.LQJV�����������,łYH�FDOOHG�WKLV�VWRU\��Ń/HDYLQJ�WKH�
)DUPń�EHFDXVH� LWłV� DERXW�D� IDUPHU�� /LNH�:HQGHOO�%HUU\� IDUPHG�
ODQG�WKDW�KDG�EHHQ�LQ�KLV�IDPLO\�IRU�JHQHUDWLRQV��,łG�OLNH�WR�WKLQN�
this farmer felt the same way about his farm as Berry feels about 
KLV��%XW�*RG�KDG�GLIIHUHQW�SODQV�IRU�KLP��,�JXHVV�\RX�FRXOG�VD\�
*RG� ZDV� FDOOLQJ� KLP� WR� JURZ� SHRSOH� UDWKHU� WKDQ� FURSV�� 7KH�
PDQłV�QDPH�ZDV�(OLVKD��

Elisha Leaves the Farm to Follow the Prophet Elijah
/DVW�ZHHN�ZH�VDZ�KRZ�*RG�JDYH�WKH�SURSKHW�(OLMDK�DQ�DVVLJQ-
PHQW��+H�ZDV� WR� DQRLQW� WKUHH�PHQ�ZKRłG� EH� WKH� LQVWUXPHQWV�
RI�MXGJPHQW�RQ�,VUDHO��+D]DHO��.LQJ�RI�6\ULD��-HKX��.LQJ�RI�,VUDHO��
DQG�(OLVKD��ZKR�ZRXOG�VXFFHHG�KLP�DV�SURSKHW��,W�VHHPV�(OLMDK�
GHHPHG�WKH�HQOLVWPHQW�RI�(OLVKD�WR�EH�WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�RUGHU�
RI�EXVLQHVV�EHFDXVH�ORRN�ZKDW�KH�GLG��

So Elijah went from there and found Elisha son 
of Shaphat. He was plowing with twelve yoke of 
oxen, and he himself was driving the twelfth pair. 

Elijah went up to him and threw his cloak around 
KLP�b(OLVKD�WKHQ�OHIW�KLV�R[HQ�DQG�UDQ�DIWHU�(OLMDK��
“Let me kiss my father and mother goodbye,” he 
said, “and then I will come with you.”

“Go back,” Elijah replied. “What have I done to 
you?”

So Elisha left him and went back. He took his yoke 
of oxen and slaughtered them. He burned the 
plowing equipment to cook the meat and gave it to 
the people, and they ate. Then he set out to follow 
Elijah and became his servant (1 Kings 19:19–21).

(OLMDK� WUDYHOHG� IURP�0W�� 6LQDL� WR�$EHO�0HKRODK�� D� WRZQ� LQ� WKH�
-RUGDQ�9DOOH\��+H�IRXQG�(OLVKD�EXV\�SORZLQJ�KLV�ğHOG�ZLWK�WZHOYH�
\RON�RI�R[HQ��0RVW� OLNHO\��KH�ZDV�GULYLQJ�RQO\� WKH� WZHOIWK�SDLU�
ZKLOH�RWKHU�ZRUNHUV�GURYH�WKH�UHPDLQLQJ�HOHYHQ��,W�ZDV�FRPPRQ�
SUDFWLFH�EDFN� WKHQ� IRU� VHYHUDO� WHDPV�RI�R[HQ� WR�ZRUN� WRJHWKHU�
LQ� D� URZ�� HDFK�ZLWK� LWV� RZQ�SORZ� DQG�GULYHU�� $IWHU� OHWWLQJ� WKH�
RWKHUV�SDVV��(OLMDK�WKUHZ�KLV�FORDN�DURXQG�WKH� ODVW�PDQ��(OLVKD��
7KLV�FORDN�ZDV�WKH�RIğFLDO�GUHVV�RI�SURSKHWV�DQG�VR�WKH�PHVVDJH�
ZDV� FOHDU��&RQJUDWXODWLRQV��<RX�JHW� WR�EH�P\� VXFFHVVRU�� (OLVKD�
VHHPHG�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�EHFDXVH�LPPHGLDWHO\�KH�OHIW�KLV�SORZ�DQG�
UDQ�DIWHU�(OLMDK��%XW�ğUVW�KH�KDV�D�UHTXHVW��+H�ZDQWV�WR�NLVV�KLV�
PRWKHU�DQG�IDWKHU�JRRG�E\H��(OLMDKłV�UHVSRQVH�VRXQGV�D�OLWWOH�OLNH�
KHłV�VWLOO�LQ�D�EDG�PRRG��Ń*R�EDFN�ń�KH�VD\V��Ń:KDW�KDYH�,�GRQH�
WR�\RX"ń�7KDWłV�QRW�H[DFWO\� WKH�ZD\� WR� UHFUXLW�JUHDW� WDOHQW��%XW�
PRVW�VFKRODUV�DJUHH�ZKDW�KH�PHDQW�ZDV�WKLV��Ń*R�EDFN��,�KDYH�QR�
SUREOHP�ZLWK�WKDW��-XVW�UHPHPEHU�\RXłUH�VXSSRVHG�WR�IROORZ�PH�
DIWHUZDUG�ń�6R�(OLVKD�ZHQW�KRPH��,łP�VXUH�KH�GLG�NLVV�KLV�PRP�
DQG� GDG� JRRG�E\H�� EXW�PRUH� LPSRUWDQWO\� KH� WKUHZ� KLPVHOI� D�
JRRG�E\H�%%4��+H�VODXJKWHUHG�KLV�R[HQ��EXUQHG�KLV�SORZ�WR�FRRN�
the meat, and shared it all with the town. In doing that he was 
SXEOLFO\�GHFODULQJ�D�FRPSOHWH�EUHDN�ZLWK�KLV�SDVW��7KHQ�KH�IRO-
ORZHG�(OLMDK�DQG�EHFDPH�KLV�VHUYDQW�RU�DWWHQGDQW��

God Calls Each of Us to Follow Him Wholeheartedly
,WłV�D�JUHDW�VWRU\��EXW�ZKDW�GRHV�LW�PHDQ�IRU�XV"�,�WKLQN�LWłV�REYLRXV�
WKLV�LV�D�VWRU\�DERXW�WKH�FDOO�RI�*RG�LQ�D�SHUVRQłV�OLIH�DQG�ZKDW�LW�
PHDQV�WR�UHVSRQG�WR�WKDW�FDOO��*RG�FDOOHG�(OLVKD�WR�OHDYH�KLV�IDUP�
DQG�VHUYH�KLP�ZKROHKHDUWHGO\�DV�D�SURSKHW�RI�*RG��

:H�WHQG�WR�WKLQN�D�FDOOLQJ�OLNH�WKDW�LV�RQO\�IRU�D�VHOHFW�IHZ��OLNH�
SDVWRUV�DQG�PLVVLRQDULHV��,�GRQłW�EHOLHYH�WKDW��,I�\RXłUH�D�IROORZHU�
RI�-HVXV��\RXłUH�DPRQJ�WKH�FDOOHG��3DXO�XUJHG�WKH�(SKHVLDQV�“to 
live a life worthy of the calling they have received” �(SKHVLDQV�
������3HWHU�ZURWH��“just as he who called you is holy, so be holy 
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in all you do”� ���3HWHU��������7KRVH�ZRUGV�UHIHU� WR�DOO�RI�XV�DV�
EHOLHYHUV��1RZ�ZKDW� WKDW� ORRNV� OLNH� IRU� HDFK�RI�XV�ZLOO� EH�GLI-
IHUHQW��6RPH�DUH�FDOOHG�WR�VHUYH�KLP�DV�D�PDUULHG�SHUVRQ��RWKHUV�
DV� VLQJOH�� 6RPH�DUH� FDOOHG� WR� VHUYH�KLP� LQ�YRFDWLRQDO�PLQLVWU\��
RWKHUV�LQ�WKH�PDUNHWSODFH��5HJDUGOHVV�RI�KRZ�DQG�ZKHUH�\RXłUH�
FDOOHG�WR�VHUYH��\RXłUH�FDOOHG�WR�VHUYH�DQG�IROORZ�KLP�ZLWK�\RXU�
whole heart.

2QH�RQH�RFFDVLRQ��WKHUH�ZDV�D�ODUJH�FURZG�IROORZLQJ�-HVXV��+H�
turned to them and said, “If anyone comes to Me, and does not 
hate his own father and mother and wife and children and 
brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My 
disciple. Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after 
Me cannot be My disciple”� �/XNH� ����������� 7KRVH� DUH� KDUG�
ZRUGV��+H�GRHVQłW�PHDQ�ŃKDWHń�LQ�WKH�ZD\�ZH�QRUPDOO\�WKLQN�RI�
KDWH��+H�PHDQV�KDWH�LQ�FRPSDULVRQ�WR�PH��+H�PHDQV�QRW�OHWWLQJ�
DQ\WKLQJ��HYHQ�\RXU�SDUHQWV��JHW�LQ�WKH�ZD\�RI�IROORZLQJ�PH��

$QRWKHU�WLPH�VRPHRQH�FDPH�XS�WR�KLP�DQG�VDLG��Ń,�ZLOO�IROORZ�
<RX�ZKHUHYHU�<RX�JR�ń� ,I� ,�ZHUH� -HVXV� ,łG�SUREDEO\�VD\�� Ń*UHDW��
-XVW� VLJQ� \RXU� QDPH� ULJKW� KHUH�ń� %XW� -HVXV� ORRNHG� DW� KLP� DQG�
said, “The foxes have holes and the birds of the air have nests, 
but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head”��/XNH�����������
6RPHWLPHV�ZH�KDYH�WKH�ZURQJ�H[SHFWDWLRQV��:H�WKLQN�RI�VHUYLQJ�
KLP� LQ� JORULRXV� WHUPV�� EXW� KH�ZDQWV� XV� WR� NQRZ�ZH�ZRQłW� EH�
VWD\LQJ�DW�WKH�5LW]��

Now, the idea of wholehearted devotion, to anyone or anything, 
PDNHV�VRPH�RI�XV�XQFRPIRUWDEOH��,WłV�ULVN\��,WłV�OLNH�ZHłUH�RXW�RQ�D�
OLPE��:KDW�LI�WKH�SHUVRQ�ZH�FRPPLW�WR�OHWV�XV�GRZQ"�:KDW�LI�WKH�
FDXVH�WXUQV�RXW�WR�EH�QRW�DV�ZRUWK\�DV�ZH�WKRXJKW"�$QG�WKHUHłV�
D�ORW�WR�EH�VDLG�IRU�FDXWLRQ��*RG�LVQłW�FDOOLQJ�XV�WR�EH�VWXSLG��+H�
GRHVQłW�ZDQW�XV� WR� MXVW� UXVK� LQWR� WKLQJV�ZLWKRXW� FRXQWLQJ� WKH�
FRVW��%XW�RQFH�ZHłYH�GLVFHUQHG�ZKDW�*RG�LV�FDOOLQJ�XV�WR�GR��WKHQ�
ZKDW�KH�ZDQWV�LV�ZKROHKHDUWHG�IROORZHUV�ZKR�ZRQłW�ORRN�EDFN�
ZKHQ�WKLQJV�JHW�KDUG��+H�ZDQWV�GLVFLSOHV�VR�FRPPLWWHG�WR�KLP�
WKDW� WKH\łOO� EXUQ� WKHLU� EULGJHV�� WKH\łOO� NLOO� WKHLU� FRZV� DQG� EXUQ�
WKHLU�SORZV��

2Q�$SULO�����������WKH�6SDQLVK�H[SORUHU�+HUQDQGR�&RUWH]�VDLOHG�
LQWR�WKH�KDUERU�RI�9HUD�&UX]��0H[LFR��+H�EURXJKW�ZLWK�KLP�DERXW�
����PHQ�� DQG� \HW� RYHU� WKH�QH[W� WZR� \HDUV� KLV� YDVWO\� RXWQXP-
EHUHG� IRUFHV� GHIHDWHG�0RQWH]XPD� DQG� DOO� WKH�ZDUULRUV� RI� WKH�
$]WHF�HPSLUH��+H�GLG�WKLV�DIWHU�WZR�SULRU�H[SHGLWLRQV�KDG�IDLOHG�
HYHQ�WR�HVWDEOLVK�D�FRORQ\�RQ�0H[LFDQ�VRLO��:KDW�ZDV�KLV�VHFUHW"�
&RUWH]�NQHZ�IURP�WKH�YHU\�EHJLQQLQJ�KH�DQG�KLV�PHQ�IDFHG�LQ-
FUHGLEOH�RGGV��+H�NQHZ�WKH�URDG�EHIRUH�WKHP�ZRXOG�EH�WUHDFK-
HURXV�� +H� NQHZ� KLV�PHQ�ZRXOG� EH� WHPSWHG� WR� DEDQGRQ� WKHLU�
PLVVLRQ�DQG�UHWXUQ�WR�6SDLQ��$QG�VR��DV�VRRQ�DV�&RUWH]�DQG�KLV�
PHQ�KDG�FRPH�DVKRUH�DQG�XQORDGHG�WKHLU�SURYLVLRQV��KH�RUGHUHG�
WKHLU�HQWLUH�ĠHHW�RI�HOHYHQ�VKLSV�GHVWUR\HG��+LV�PHQ�VWRRG�RQ�WKH�
VKRUH�DQG�ZDWFKHG�DV�WKHLU�RQO\�SRVVLELOLW\�RI�UHWUHDW�EXUQHG�DQG�
VDQN��)URP�WKDW�SRLQW�RQ��WKH\�NQHZ�WKHUH�ZDV�QR�WXUQLQJ�EDFN��

1RWKLQJ� OD\� EHKLQG� WKHP�EXW� HPSW\� RFHDQ�� 7KHLU� RQO\� RSWLRQ�
was to go forward.

<RX� MXVW�FDQQRW�KDYH�RQH�IRRW� LQ�DQG�WKH�RWKHU�RXW��:H�NQRZ�
WKLV�LV�WUXH�LQ�RWKHU�DUHQDV��:K\�GR�ZH�WKLQN�LWłV�GLIIHUHQW�LQ�RXU�
UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�*RG"�:KR�ZDQWV�WR�EH�LQ�D�PDUULDJH�ZKHUH�WKH�
FRPPLWPHQW� LV� KDOI�KHDUWHG"�:KR�ZDQWV� WR� KHDU� \RXU� IXWXUH�
VSRXVH�VD\�RQ�\RXU�ZHGGLQJ�GD\��Ń,łOO�PDUU\�\RX�EXW�,łP�NHHSLQJ�
P\�RSWLRQV�RSHQ�HOVHZKHUHń"�2U��IRU�D�SHUVRQ�ZKR�ZDQWV�WR�JHW�
VREHU�DQG�HQWHU� LQWR�UHFRYHU\��KRZ�ZHOO�GRHV� LW�ZRUN�WR�VD\�� Ń,�
ZDQW�WR�JHW�VREHU�EXW�RQFH�D�PRQWK�,�MXVW�ZDQW�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�KDYH�
D�FRXSOH�RI�GULQNVń"�:K\�WKHQ�GR�ZH�WKLQN�WKDW�ZRUNV�ZLWK�*RG"

+DYH�\RX�VODXJKWHUHG�\RXU�FRZV�DQG�EXUQHG�\RXU�SORZV"�2U�DUH�
\RX�VWLOO�ZHLJKLQJ�\RXU�RSWLRQV��VWLOO�WU\LQJ�WR�KDYH�LW�ERWK�ZD\V"�
$UH�\RX�WU\LQJ�WR�VHUYH�*RG�MXVW�HQRXJK�WR�NHHS�KLP�KDSS\��MXVW�
HQRXJK�WR�NHHS�\RXU�FRQVFLHQFH�TXLHW��ZKLOH�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�
DEVRUEHG�ZLWK�WKH�WKLQJV�RI�WKH�ZRUOG"�-HVXV�ZRXOG�UDWKHU�\RX�
EH�D�ZKROHKHDUWHG�SDJDQ��$W�OHDVW�WKHQ�WKHUHłV�KRSH�IRU�\RXU�UH-
SHQWDQFH��$�KDOI�KHDUWHG�� VR�FDOOHG� Ń&KULVWLDQń�QDXVHDWHV�*RG��
-HVXV�WROG�WKH�FKXUFK�DW�/DRGLFHD��“I know your deeds, that you 
are neither cold nor hot; I wish that you were cold or hot. So be-
cause you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you 
out of My mouth”��5HYHODWLRQ�����������:KR�ZDQWV�WR�GR�WKDW"�
:KR�ZDQWV�WR�PDNH�*RG�VLFN"

7KHUH�DUH�D�QXPEHU�RI�WKLQJV�LQ�WKLV�VWRU\�RI�(OLVKDłV�FDOO�WKDW�KHOS�
XV�ĠHVK�RXW�ZKDW�WKH�FDOO�RI�*RG�ORRNV�OLNH�LQ�RXU�OLYHV��

God’s Call Comes Surprisingly
2QH�WKLQJ�,�QRWLFH�LV�*RGłV�FDOO�FDPH�VXUSULVLQJO\�DQG�VXGGHQO\��
,�KDYH�QR�GRXEW�(OLVKD�ZDV�RQH�RI�WKRVH�������ZKRłG�QRW�ERZHG�
GRZQ�WR�%DDO��EXW�KH�ZDVQłW�D�SULHVW��+H�ZDVQłW�LQ�VFKRRO�JHWWLQJ�
KLV�3K�'��LQ�SURSKHF\��+H�ZDV�D�IDUPHU��+H�ZDV�D�ZRUNLQJ�PDQ�
ZLWK� FDOORXVHV� RQ� KLV� KDQGV�� %XW� KH� VKRXOGQłW� KDYH� EHHQ� VXU-
SULVHG��DQG�QHLWKHU�VKRXOG�ZH��0RVHV�ZDV�KHUGLQJ�VKHHS�ZKHQ�
*RG�FDOOHG�KLP��DQG�VR�ZDV�.LQJ�'DYLG��*LGHRQ�ZDV� WKUHVKLQJ�
ZKHDW�ZKHQ�*RG� FDOOHG�KLP�� -DPHV� DQG� -RKQ�ZHUH� UXQQLQJ� D�
FRPPHUFLDO�ğVKLQJ�EXVLQHVV���

7KHUHłV�D�SULQFLSOH�LQ�6FULSWXUH�WKDW�ZKHQ�ZHłUH�IDLWKIXO�LQ�VPDOO�
WKLQJV� *RG�ZLOO� SXW� XV� LQ� FKDUJH� RI� JUHDWHU� WKLQJV� �0DWWKHZ�
��������$OO�RI�WKHVH�SHRSOH�,�MXVW�PHQWLRQHG�ZHUH�IDLWKIXO�LQ�VPDOO�
WKLQJV��<HDUV�DJR�D�\RXQJ�,WDOLDQ�PDQ�WRRN�D�ZDON�WKURXJK�WKH�
FRXQWU\��+H�GHFLGHG�WR�VWHS�LQWR�D�FKDSHO�WR�SUD\��,Q�WKH�PLGGOH�
RI�KLV�SUD\HU��KH�KHDUG�&KULVW�VSHDN�WR�KLP��Ń*R�DQG�UHSDLU�P\�
KRXVH�ń�7KLV�ZDV�LQ�WKH�����łV�DQG�PDQ\�RI�WKH�FKXUFKHV�ZHUH�
QHJOHFWHG��7KLV�RQH�ZDV�LQ�GLVUHSDLU��WKH�ZDOOV�ZHUH�FUXPEOLQJ��
WKH�SULHVW�ZKR�VHUYHG�WKHUH�GLGQłW�HYHQ�KDYH�HQRXJK�PRQH\�WR�
EX\�RLO� IRU� WKH� ODPSV��7KH�JX\�ZDV�VWXQQHG��+HłG�QHYHU�H[SH-
ULHQFHG�*RG�VSHDNLQJ�WR�KLP��+H�YRZHG�WR�FDUU\�RXW�WKH�FRP-
PDQG��+H�IRXQG�PDVRQU\��PRUWDU��WURZHOV��DQG�RWKHU�VXSSOLHV��
DQG�EHJDQ�UHSDLULQJ�WKH�FKXUFK�KHłG�EHHQ�SUD\LQJ�LQ��7KH�VXU-
SULVLQJ� WKLQJ� LV� KH� ODWHU� EHFDPH� D� NH\� ğJXUH� LQ� WKH� UHYLYDO� RI�



WKH�FKXUFK�DOO�RYHU�(XURSH��7KH�FKXUFK�ZDV�UDFNHG�ZLWK�PRUDO�
FRUUXSWLRQ�IURP�WKH�SRSH�WR�WKH�ORFDO�SULHVW��$W�OHDVW�IRU�D�WLPH��
KH�ZDV�DEOH�WR�VWHP�WKH�WLGH�RI�WKDW��:H�NQRZ�KLP�WRGD\�DV�6W��
)UDQFLV��+LV�JUHDW�ZRUN�RI�UHIRUP�VWDUWHG�ZLWK�UHSDLULQJ�WKH�OLWWOH�
FKDSHO� ULJKW� LQ� IURQW�RI�KLP��$� ORW�RI� WLPHV�ZH�ZLVK�ZH�FRXOG�
FKDQJH�WKH�ZRUOG��EXW�VR�RIWHQ�WKDW� MXVW�VWDUWV�ZLWK�GRLQJ�WKH�
VLPSOH�WKLQJ�ULJKW�LQ�IURQW�RI�XV��7KRVH�IDLWKIXO�LQ�VPDOO�WKLQJV�
will be entrusted with greater things.

,łP�VXUH�(OLVKD�KDG�QR�LGHD�ZKDW�WKLV�GD\�ZRXOG�EULQJ�ZKHQ�KH�
woke and headed for another day of work. But in a few hours the 
HQWLUH�WUDMHFWRU\�RI�KLV�OLIH�ZRXOG�EH�DOWHUHG��2I�FRXUVH��WKH�FDOO�RI�
*RG�PD\�EH�D�VXUSULVH�WR�XV�EXW�LWłV�QRW�WR�*RG��5HPHPEHU��*RG�
KDG�GLVFORVHG� WR�(OLMDK�DW�0W��6LQDL�KLV�GHFLVLRQ� WR�PDNH�(OLVKD�
KLV�VXFFHVVRU��*RG�KDG�GHFLGHG�DOO�RI�WKLV�EHIRUH�(OLVKD�KDG�WKH�
IDLQWHVW�LGHD�KHłG�HYHU�GR�DQ\WKLQJ�EXW�UXQ�WKH�IDPLO\�IDUP��EXW�
*RG�ZDV�SUHSDULQJ�KLP��,W�MXVW�UHPLQGV�XV�*RG�KDV�WKH�ULJKW�WR�
LQWHUUXSW�RXU�OLYHV�DW�DQ\�WLPH��'R�\RX�JLYH�*RG�WKDW�ULJKW"�:KDW�
ZRXOG�LW�WDNH�IRU�KLP�WR�FDOO�\RX�RXW�RI�ZKDW�\RXłUH�GRLQJ"�

God’s Call Comes Severely
$QRWKHU�WKLQJ�,�QRWLFH�LV�*RGłV�FDOO�FDPH�VHYHUHO\��:KDW�,�PHDQ�
by that is he had to sever ties. He had to make a severe break 
ZLWK�KLV�SDVW��+H�KDG�WR�GR�WKLV�ğUVW�LQ�UHODWLRQVKLS�WR�KLV�SDU-
HQWV��+H�DVNV�SHUPLVVLRQ�WR�NLVV�KLV�IDWKHU�DQG�PRWKHU�JRRG�E\H��
+H�NQHZ�JRLQJ�DIWHU�(OLMDK�ZRXOG�FKDQJH�KLV�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�
them forever. 

,W� UHPLQGV�PH�RI� WKH� JX\�ZKR� FDPH�XS� WR� -HVXV� RQH�GD\� DQG�
said, Ń,�ZLOO�IROORZ�<RX��/RUG��EXW�ğUVW�SHUPLW�PH�WR�VD\�JRRG�E\H�
to those at home.”�7R�KLP��-HVXV�VDLG��“No one, after putting his 
KDQG�WR�WKH�SORZ�DQG�ORRNLQJ�EDFN��LV�ğW�IRU�WKH�NLQJGRP�RI�*RGń�
�/XNH� ����������:K\� GRHV� -HVXV� VHHP� WR� LPSO\� LW� ZDV� ZURQJ�
IRU�WKLV�JX\�WR�JR�EDFN�DQG�VD\�JRRG�E\H�WR�KLV�SDUHQWV�ZKHQ�LW�
VHHPHG�WR�EH�RND\�IRU�(OLVKD�WR�GR�WKDW"�7KH�DQVZHU�LV�WKDW�*RG�
NQRZV�RXU�KHDUW��DQG�ZKDWłV�LQ�RXU�KHDUW�PDWWHUV�PRVW��7KH�LVVXH�
LVQłW�LI�\RX�VKRXOG�VD\�JRRG�E\H��WKH�LVVXH�LV�ZKHUH�\RXU�OR\DOW\�
DQG�KLJKHVW�DIIHFWLRQ�OLHV��(OLVKD�SXW�IROORZLQJ�*RGłV�FDOO�EHIRUH�
SOHDVLQJ�KLV�SDUHQWV��'RQłW�JHW�PH�ZURQJ��ZH�VKRXOG�KRQRU�RXU�
SDUHQWV��EXW�*RG�FRPHV�ğUVW��:KHQ�,�WROG�P\�SDUHQWV�ZKDW�*RG�
ZDV�FDOOLQJ�PH�WR�GR��WKH\�ORRNHG�DW�HDFK�RWKHU�DQG�VDLG��Ń:KHUH�
GLG�ZH�JR�ZURQJ"ń�7KH\�QRW�RQO\�WULHG�WR�WDON�PH�RXW�RI�LW��WKH\�
WULHG�WR�WDON�P\�ğDQFÒ�RXW�RI�PDUU\LQJ�PH��)RUWXQDWHO\�IRU�PH�
VKH�GLGQłW�OLVWHQ�WR�WKHP��7KLV�UHPLQGV�PH�DOVR�WKDW�DV�D�SDUHQW��
ZH�GRQłW�KDYH�WKH�ULJKW�WR�GLFWDWH�ZKHUH�RXU�DGXOW�FKLOGUHQ�OLYH�RU�
ZKDW�WKH\�GR�IRU�D�OLYLQJ��:H�VKRXOG�ZDQW�WKHP�WR�IROORZ�*RGłV�
FDOO�RQ�WKHLU�OLYHV��

Elisha also had to sever ties with his money. His family owned 
WZHOYH�SDLUV�RI�R[HQ�DQG� WKDW� VWURQJO\� VXJJHVWV� D� FRPIRUWDEOH�
OHYHO�RI�ZHDOWK��-HVXV�VDLG��“No servant can serve two masters; for 
either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be de-
voted to one and despise the other.” Then he added, “You cannot 

VHUYH�ERWK�*RG�DQG�PRQH\ń��/XNH���������,WłV�LPSRVVLEOH�WR�VHUYH�
*RG�DQG�PRQH\�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�EHFDXVH�WKHUHłV�RQO\�URRP�LQ�
\RXU�KHDUW�IRU�RQH�FRQVXPLQJ�SDVVLRQ��<RXłYH�KHDUG�RI�WKH�ULFK�
\RXQJ�UXOHU��-HVXV�WROG�KLP�WR�VHOO�HYHU\WKLQJ�KH�RZQHG�DQG�JLYH�
WKH�SURFHHGV�WR�WKH�SRRU�DQG�WKHQ�IROORZ�KLP��7KH�\RXQJ�PDQ�
was sad and walked away and we never hear about him again. 
-HVXV�GRHVQłW�FDOO�HYHU\RQH�WR�GR�WKDW��EXW�KH�GRHV�FDOO�HYHU\RQH�
WR�EH�ZLOOLQJ�WR�GR�WKDW��$JDLQ��LWłV�DQ�LVVXH�RI�WKH�KHDUW�

'R� \RX�NQRZ�ZKDW� WKH� VLJQ� DQG� V\PERO� LV�ZHłUH� VHYHULQJ� WLHV�
ZLWK�HYHU\RQH�DQG�HYHU\WKLQJ�WKDW�ZRXOG�KROG�XV�EDFN�IURP�IRO-
ORZLQJ�&KULVW"�,WłV�EDSWLVP��6RPH�RI�\RX�KDYHQłW�\HW�EHHQ�EDS-
WL]HG��HYHQ�WKRXJK�\RXłYH�WUXVWHG�&KULVW��7KHUH�DUH�PDQ\�UHDVRQV�
ZK\�SHRSOH� KHVLWDWH� WR� EH� EDSWL]HGŌFRQFHUQ� IRU�ZKDW� RWKHUV�
ZLOO�WKLQN��HYHQ�ZKDW�WKHLU�IDPLO\�ZLOO�WKLQN��IHDU�RI�JRLQJ�XQGHU�
WKH�ZDWHU��D�UHOXFWDQFH�WR�EH�XS�LQ�IURQW�RI�D�JURXS�RI�SHRSOH��
1R�SUHVVXUH��EXW�ZH�GR�KDYH�D�EDSWLVP�FRPLQJ�XS�RQ�(DVWHU��<RX�
VHH��WKHUHłV�D�UHDVRQ�-HVXV�JDYH�XV�WKLV�SUDFWLFH��%DSWLVP�LV�D�VWDNH�
LQ�WKH�JURXQG��,WłV�D�ZD\�RI�SXEOLFO\�EXUQLQJ�RXU�ERDWV��RI�V\P-
EROLFDOO\�GHVWUR\LQJ�RXU�ZD\�RI�UHWUHDW�� ,WłV�D�ZD\�RI�VROLGLI\LQJ�
RXU� FRPPLWPHQW� WR�&KULVW� VR�ZHłOO� EH� OHVV� OLNHO\� WR� WXUQ� DVLGH�
IURP�IROORZLQJ�+LP�ZKHQ�WKH�JRLQJ�JHWV�WRXJK��,Q�EDSWLVP��ZH�
SURFODLP�WR�WKH�ZKROH�ZRUOG��RQFH�DQG�IRU�DOO��Ń,łP�D�&KULVW�IRO-
ORZHU�ń�-HVXV�FRPPDQGV�XV�WR�EH�EDSWL]HG�IRU�WKH�VDPH�UHDVRQ�
&RUWH]�RUGHUHG�KLV�VKLSV� WR�EH�EXUQHG�� ,W�KHOSV�XV� WR�VHYHU� WLHV�
DQG�VWD\�WKH�FRXUVH�

God’s Call Encompasses Service to Others
7KH� ODVW� WKLQJ� ,� QRWLFH� LV� *RGłV� FDOO� HQFRPSDVVHV� VHUYLFH� WR�
RWKHUV��:KHQ�*RGłV�FDOO�FDPH�� LW�ZDV�D�FDOO� WR�VHUYH��9HUVH����
says, “Then he set out to follow Elijah and became his servant.” 
:DLW�D�PLQXWH��,�WKRXJKW�KH�ZDV�FDOOHG�WR�EH�D�SURSKHW"�:HOO��KH�
ZDV�FDOOHG�WR�EH�D�SURSKHW��EXW�KH�KDG�WR�VWDUW�RXW�DV�VRPHRQH�
HOVHłV�VHUYDQW��

$� IHZ�\HDUV� ODWHU�DIWHU�(OLMDK�ZDV�JRQH��.LQJ� -HKRVKDSKDW�ZDV�
ORRNLQJ�IRU�D�SURSKHW�RI�WKH�/RUG��2QH�RI�KLV�RIğFHUV�DQVZHUHG��
“Elisha son of Shaphat is here. He used to pour water on the hands 
of Elijah”����.LQJV��������,�ORYH�WKDW��)LUVW�KH�SORZHG�ğHOGV��7KHQ�
*RG�FDOOHG�KLP��DQG�ZKDW�GLG�KH�GR"�:ULWH�ERRNV�DQG�VSHDN�DW�
SURSKHF\� FRQIHUHQFHV"�1R��+H�ZDVKHG�KLV�PDVWHUłV� KDQGV��+H�
ZDV�D�VHUYDQW��,łP�VXUH�KH�ZRQGHUHG��Ń+RZ�ORQJ�DP�,�JRLQJ�WR�GR�
WKLV"�:KHQ�ZLOO�,�JHW�WKH�UHFRJQLWLRQ�,�GHVHUYH"�:KHQ�ZLOO�,�OHDG�D�
ELJ�PLQLVWU\"�:KHQ�ZLOO�VRPHRQH�ZDVK�my�KDQGV"ń

6WHYH�)DUUDU�ZULWHV�DERXW�KRZ�KH�OHDUQHG�WKLV�DV�D�IDWKHU��Ń:HłUH�
DOO� VHOğVK�� 6HOğVK� WR� WKH� FRUH��*RG� VRPHWLPHV� FKRRVHV� WR� GHDO�
ZLWK� RXU� VHOğVKQHVV� E\� JLYLQJ� XV� VRPHRQH� WR� FDUH� IRU�ZKR� LV�
LQğQLWHO\�PRUH� VHOğVK� WKDQ� XV�� %DELHV� DUH� QRW� RQO\� WKH� FXWHVW�
FUHDWXUHV�RQ�WKH�IDFH�RI�WKH�HDUWK��EXW�WKH\�DUH�E\�IDU�WKH�PRVW�
VHOğVK����7KH�ZD\�*RG�GHDOV�ZLWK�P\�RZQ�VHOğVKQHVV�LV�E\�JLYLQJ�
PH�VRPHRQH�WR�VHUYH�ZKR�KDV�]HUR�LQWHUHVW�LQ�VHUYLQJ�PH�����1RW�
WRR�PDQ\�SHRSOH�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�FDQ�RXW�VHOğVK�PH�RQH�RQ�RQH��%XW�



7KLV�PHVVDJH�IURP�6FULSWXUH�ZDV�SUHDFKHG�RQ�6XQGD\��0DUFK����������DW�&HQWUDO�3HQLQVXOD�&KXUFK
�����6KHOO�%RXOHYDUG�_�)RVWHU�&LW\�&$�������_��������������_�ZZZ�FSFZHE�RUJ��$GGLWLRQDO�FRSLHV�DYDLODEOH�RQ�UHTXHVW�
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HYHU\�WLPH�ZHłYH�KDG�D�EDE\��,łYH�PHW�P\�PDWFK��(DFK�RI�P\�NLGV�
resembled me. That meant that somebody in the family would 
KDYH�WR�JURZ�XS��*XHVV�ZKR�ZDV�QRPLQDWHG"ń

,�ZDV�ZDWFKLQJ� WKLV� VKRZ�RQ�SXEOLF�79� WKH�RWKHU�QLJKW� FDOOHG��
Happy�� ,W�ZDV�D�VWXG\�RI�ZKDW�PDNHV�SHRSOH�KDSS\��7KH\�ZHQW�
DOO�RYHU� WKH�ZRUOG�DQG�VWXGLHG�KDSSLQHVV� IURP�D�SK\VLRORJLFDO��
VRFLDO�� VSLULWXDO�DQG�SV\FKRORJLFDO�SHUVSHFWLYH�� ,�GLGQłW�EX\� LQWR�
PRVW� RI� WKHLU� FRQFOXVLRQV� EXW� RQH� WKLQJ� WKH\� NHSW� GLVFRYHULQJ�
VWRRG�RXW� WR�PH��7KH�KDSSLHVW�SHRSOH�RQ�HDUWK�DUH� WKRVH�ZKR�
JLYH�WKHPVHOYHV�LQ�VHUYLFH�WR�RWKHUV��WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�VRPHWKLQJ�
bigger than themselves to live for. I was thinking about that and 
LW�VWUXFN�PH�,�FRXOG�KDYH�VDYHG�WKHP�D�ORW�RI�WLPH��,�FRXOG�KDYH�
MXVW�SRLQWHG�WKHP�WR�ZKDW�-HVXV�VDLG��“It is more blessed to give 
than to receive”��$FWV������������

6R�*RG�FDOOV�DOO�RI�XV�WR�VHUYH�KLP�ZKROHKHDUWHGO\��1RWKLQJ�FDQ�
JHW� LQ� WKH�ZD\� RI� IROORZLQJ� KLP�� 6RPH�� OLNH� (OLVKD�� DUH� FDOOHG�
WR�OHDYH�WKH�IDUP��2WKHUV�� OLNH�:HQGHOO�%HUU\�DUH�FDOOHG�WR�VWD\�
WKHUH��,WłV�QRW�DOZD\V�D�PDWWHU�RI�ZKHUH�\RX�JR��EXW�RI�ZKR�\RXłUH�
following. 

In his book Pursuing Justice��.HQ�:\VWPD� WHOOV� WKH� VWRU\�RI� DQ�
$IULFDQ�&KULVWLDQ�OHDGHU�ZKR�KDV�VSHQW�WKH�ODVW����\HDUV�KHOSLQJ�
VRPH�RI�WKH�PRVW�YXOQHUDEOH�SHRSOH�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��+H�ZDV�ERUQ�
and raised in what is one of the most war-torn regions on the 

JOREH�WRGD\ŌHDVWHUQ�&RQJR��+LV�OLIH�LV�UHJXODUO\�WKUHDWHQHG��DQG�
KH�IDFHV� WKH�VHHPLQJO\� LPSRVVLEOH� WDVN�RI� WU\LQJ�WR�UHVWRUH�YLO-
ODJHV�GHFLPDWHG�E\�UDSH��PXUGHU��DQG�SOXQGHU��6RPH�YLVLWLQJ�H[-
HFXWLYHV�IURP�D�ODUJH��ZHOO�NQRZQ�JOREDO�UHOLHI�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�RQFH�
WRXUHG� WKH� UHJLRQ�� 7KH\� QRWLFHG�ZKDW� DQ� HIIHFWLYH� MRE� KH�ZDV�
GRLQJ��DQG�RIIHUHG�KLP�D�SRVLWLRQ�DV�WKH�OHDGHU�RI�WKHLU�&RQJR�
RSHUDWLRQV��2Q�SDSHU�LW�ZDV�WKH�NLQG�RI�RIIHU�\RX�FDQłW�UHIXVHŌ
KLJKHU�SD\��PRUH�VHFXULW\��JUHDW�LQĠXHQFHŌD�GUHDP�SURPRWLRQ�
IRU�PRVW�:HVWHUQHUV��%XW�KH�UHIXVHG�IRU�D�VLPSOH�UHDVRQ��Ń*RG�
JDYH�PH�WKH� MRE� ,�KDYH��KHłV�KHOSHG�PH�EXLOG�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLSV�
DQG� WKH� UHVSHFW� ,� KDYH��+HłV�RSHQHG� WKH�GRRU� IRU�PH�DOO� WKHVH�
\HDUV�DQG�NHSW�PH�VDIH�RQ�HYHU\�WULS�RXW�LQWR�WKH�EXVK��,łP�ULJKW�
ZKHUH�*RG�KDV� FDOOHG�PH� WR�EH�� VR�ZK\�ZRXOG� ,� JR�DQ\ZKHUH�
HOVH"�,�GRQłW�MXVW�ZDQW�WR�GR�JRRG��,�ZDQW�WR�EH�ZKHUH�*RG�ZDQWV�
PH�WR�EH�ń

/LNH�(OLMDK��*RG�PD\�FDOO�\RX�WR�OHDYH�WKH�IDUP��RU�OLNH�:HQGHOO�
%HUU\�KH�PD\�FDOO�\RX�WR�VWD\��(LWKHU�ZD\��WKLV�WH[W�LV�FKDOOHQJLQJ�
XV�WR�OLYH�WKH�NLQG�RI�OLYHV�ZKHUH�ZH�FDQ�VD\�ZLWK�KLP��Ń,�GRQłW�
MXVW�ZDQW�WR�GR�JRRG��,�ZDQW�WR�EH�ZKHUH�*RG�ZDQWV�PH�WR�EH�ń�

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


