
I’m sure most of you are familiar with the story, The Phantom 

of the Opera. It’s about a man named Erik who lives in shame 

and darkness and isolation in the cellars of an opera house 

DQG�ZHDUV�D�PDVN�EHFDXVH�RI�D�IDFLDO�GLVğJXUHPHQW��%XW�LQ�WKH�
FRXUVH� RI� WKH� VWRU\�� KH� IDOOV� LQ� ORYH� ZLWK� D� \RXQJ� SHUIRUPHU�
named Christine, and he becomes obsessed with her. At one 

point, he even dares to take his mask off so Christine can see his 

GLVğJXUHG�IDFH��EXW�XQIRUWXQDWHO\�VKHłV�UHSHOOHG�DQG�WKDW�GULYHV�
KLP�GHHSHU�LQWR�KLGLQJ�

:KDWłV�IXQQ\�LV�WKHUHłV�D�VWRU\�YHU\�PXFK�OLNH�WKLV�LQ�WKH�%LEOH��
,�ZDV�UHPLQGHG�RI�LW�DV�,�ZDV�UHDGLQJ�D�OLWWOH�RYHU�D�ZHHN�DJR�LQ�
([RGXV�����,WłV�D�VWRU\�DERXW�0RVHV�DQG�WKH�,VUDHOLWHV��<RX�PLJKW�
recall Moses spent a lot of time up on Mt Sinai in the presence 

of God. It was up on Sinai he received the Ten Commandments. 

It was up there he pleaded with God not to destroy the Israelites 

DIWHU� WKH\� PDGH� WKH� JROGHQ� FDOI�� ,W� ZDV� XS� WKHUH� 0RVHV� ZDV�
DEOH�WR�FDWFK�D�JOLPSVH�RI�*RGłV�JORU\��7KH�ZULWHU�HYHQ�VD\V�WKDW�
Moses spoke with God “face to face.” And it was because of that 

Moses was forced to wear a mask or a veil of his own. Look at 

Exodus 34:29–35.

When Moses came down from Mount Sinai with 
the two tablets of the covenant law in his hands, 
he was not aware that his face was radiant because 
he had spoken with the Lord. When Aaron and all 
the Israelites saw Moses, his face was radiant, and 
they were afraid to come near him. But Moses 
called to them; so Aaron and all the leaders of the 
community came back to him, and he spoke to 
WKHP�b$IWHUZDUG�DOO�WKH�,VUDHOLWHV�FDPH�QHDU�KLP��
and he gave them all the commands the Lord had 
given him on Mount Sinai.

:KHQ�0RVHV� ğQLVKHG� VSHDNLQJ� WR� WKHP�� KH� SXW�
a veil over his face. But whenever he entered the 
Lord’s presence to speak with him, he removed the 
veil until he came out. And when he came out and 
told the Israelites what he had been commanded, 
they saw that his face was radiant. Then Moses 
would put the veil back over his face until he went 
in to speak with the Lord.

0RVHV�KDG�WKLV�JORU\�RU�JORZ�RQ�KLV�IDFH�IURP�EHLQJ�LQ�WKH�SUHV-
HQFH�RI�*RG�RQ�WKH�PRXQWDLQ��DQG�ODWHU�DW�WKH�WHQW�RI�PHHWLQJ��
$QG� WKDW� FDXVHG�D�JRRG�GHDO�RI� IHDU� DPRQJ� WKH�SHRSOH��*RGłV�
JORU\� LVQłW� VRPHWKLQJ� \RX� MXVW� GHDO� ZLWK� FDVXDOO\�� WKH\� ZHUH�
DIUDLG��%XW�0RVHV�ZDQWV�WR�VSHDN�WR�WKHP��+H�ZDQWV�WR�SDVV�RQ�
the commands of the Lord. Then we read about this veil he wore. 

$W� ğUVW� JODQFH� LW� DSSHDUV�0RVHV�ZRUH� WKH� YHLO� WR� DOOHYLDWH� WKH�
fears of the people, but notice it says he only wore the veil after 

he spoke with the people and before he met with the Lord. So 

he talks to God and the veil comes off, and it remains off when 

he comes down the mountain and talks to the Israelites. All the 

ZKLOH�KLV�IDFH�LV�UDGLDQW��%XW�ZKHQ�KH�OHDYHV�WKH�SHRSOH��KH�SXWV�
WKH�YHLO�EDFN�RYHU�KLV�IDFH�XQWLO�KH�JRHV�EDFN�WR�VSHDN�ZLWK�WKH�
Lord. 

7KH� TXHVWLRQ� LV��:KDWłV�0RVHV� FRYHULQJ� XS� DQG�ZK\"�:KDWłV�
KH� VR�DVKDPHG�RI"�7R�DQVZHU� WKDW�TXHVWLRQ��ZH�KDYH� WR�JR� WR�
the New Testament book of 2 Corinthians. In chapter 3 the 

$SRVWOH� 3DXO� KDV� EHHQ� WDONLQJ� DERXW� WKH�2OG�&RYHQDQW� YV�� WKH�
1HZ�&RYHQDQW��7KH�2OG�&RYHQDQW�ZDV� WKH�DUUDQJHPHQW�PDGH�
EHWZHHQ�*RG�DQG�WKH�,VUDHOLWHV��*RG�JDYH�WKHP�KLV�ODZ�RQ�VWRQH�
tablets and commanded them to keep it in order to have life. 

7KH�2OG�&RYHQDQW� LV� VXFK� WKDW��ZKHQ� LW� FRPHV� WR� OLYLQJ� XS� WR�
*RGłV�VWDQGDUGV��HYHU\WKLQJ� LV�XS�WR�XV��*RG�JLYHV�XV� WKH�UXOHV�
and it’s up to us to keep them. The New Covenant is different. 

It’s bound up with the cross of Jesus Christ whereby our sins are 

IRUJLYHQ�DQG�ZH�UHFHLYH�IURP�*RG�DV�D�IUHH�JLIW�WKH�ULJKWHRXV-
QHVV�RI�&KULVW��WKHUHłV�QR�FRQGHPQDWLRQ�EHFDXVH�LQ�&KULVW�ZHłUH�
GHFODUHG�QRW�JXLOW\��,Q�WKH�1HZ�&RYHQDQW�HYHU\WKLQJ�FRPHV�IURP�
*RG�DQG�QRWKLQJ�FRPHV�IURP�XV��

The New Covenant has a Greater Glory than the Old 
Covenant
$QG�� DV� ZHłOO� VHH�� WKLV� KHOSV� H[SODLQ� ZKDW� ZDV� JRLQJ� RQ� ZLWK�
Moses and the veil. Look at 2 Corinthians 3:7–11.

Now if the ministry that brought death, which 
was engraved in letters on stone, came with glory, 
so that the Israelites could not look steadily at 
the face of Moses because of its glory, transitory 
WKRXJK�LW�ZDV�bZLOO�QRW�WKH�PLQLVWU\�RI�WKH�6SLULW�EH�
even more glorious? If the ministry that brought 
condemnation was glorious, how much more glo-
rious is the ministry that brings righteousness! For 
what was glorious has no glory now in comparison 
with the surpassing glory. And if what was tran-
sitory came with glory, how much greater is the 
glory of that which lasts!

The key word in this section is glory. It’s repeated ten times. The 

JORU\�DQG�VSOHQGRU�RI�WKH�1HZ�&RYHQDQW�IDU�RXWVKLQHV�WKH�ROG��
7KH�2OG�&RYHQDQW�GLG�KDYH�D� FHUWDLQ�JORU\��7KDWłV�ZK\�0RVHVł�
IDFH� ZDV� VKLQLQJ� ZKHQ� KH� FDPH� GRZQ� IURP� WKH� PRXQWDLQ��

Central 
Peninsula
Church

…to make and mature more followers of Christ

Removing the Veil

Exodus 34:29–35; 2 Corinthians 3:7–18

Mark Mitchell

February 23, 2014



There’s a certain attractiveness to the Old Covenant. The law 

LWVHOI� LV� DWWUDFWLYH� DQG� VR� LV� WKH� FKDOOHQJH� RI� WU\LQJ� WR� NHHS� LW��
7KHUHłV�VRPHWKLQJ�LQ�HDFK�RQH�RI�XV�WKDW�WKLQNV�ZH�FDQ�GR�LW�DQG�
JORULHV�LQ�WU\LQJ��%\�WKH�ZD\��WKDWłV�ZK\�VR�PDQ\�FXOWV�HPSKDVL]H�
OLYLQJ�D�PRUDO�OLIH�DQG�WKDW�KROGV�D�FHUWDLQ�DWWUDFWLRQ��7KDWłV�WKH�
JORU\�RI�WKH�2OG�&RYHQDQW���

%XW� 3DXO� VD\V� LI� WKH� 2OG� &RYHQDQW� KDG� VRPH� JORU\�� WKH� 1HZ�
&RYHQDQW� KDV� VR� PXFK� PRUH�� ,Q� IDFW�� WKH� JORU\� RI� WKH� 1HZ�
&RYHQDQW�LV�VR�PXFK�JUHDWHU�WKDQ�WKH�ROG�WKDW�WKH�JORU\�RI�WKH�ROG�
KDV�EHFRPH�REVROHWH��0\�JUHDW�JUDQGIDWKHU�ZDV�D�EODFNVPLWK�DW�
WKH�WXUQ�RI�WKH�FHQWXU\�LQ�6DQ�)UDQFLVFR��+H�PDGH�ZDJRQ�ZKHHOV��
%XW� DIWHU� WKH� DXWRPRELOH� ZDV� LQYHQWHG� DQG� PRUH� DQG� PRUH�
SHRSOH�ERXJKW�FDUV��KLV�WUDGH�EHFDPH�REVROHWH��1RERG\�QHHGHG�
ZDJRQ� ZKHHOV� DQ\PRUH� EHFDXVH� WKH� JORU\� RI� WKH� DXWRPRELOH�
VXUSDVVHG�WKH�JORU\�RI�KRUVH�GUDZQ�FDUULDJHV��7KH�JORU\�RI�WKH�
New Covenant surpasses the old and makes it obsolete.

We see this in the effects each of these covenants have on us. 

3DXO�FDOOV� WKH�2OG�&RYHQDQW� ŃWKH�PLQLVWU\� WKDW�EURXJKW�GHDWK�ń�
/DWHU�KH�VD\V�LW�ŃEURXJKW�FRQGHPQDWLRQ�ń�7KH�2OG�&RYHQDQW�DO-
ways results in condemnation because none of us can live up 

to its demands. It’s not that the law is bad, but we’re bad, and 

so the harder we try to keep it, the more we fail. The result is 

VSLULWXDO�GHDWK��DOLHQDWLRQ�IURP�*RG���%XW�WKH�1HZ�&RYHQDQW�LV�
FDOOHG�ŃWKH�PLQLVWU\�WKDW�EULQJV�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�ń�*RG�JLYHV�XV�KLV�
ULJKWHRXVQHVV�DV�D�JLIW��:HłUH�DFFHSWHG�E\�KLP�EDVHG�RQ�ZKDW�KLV�
Son has done on our behalf. If that which condemns and kills has 

JORU\��KRZ�PXFK�PRUH�JORU\�GRHV�WKDW�ZKLFK�EULQJV�ULJKWHRXV-
QHVV�DQG�OLIH�KDYH"�

7KH�1HZ�&RYHQDQW�DOVR�VXUSDVVHV�WKH�ROG�LQ�LWV�VWD\LQJ�SRZHU��8S�
LQ�YHUVH���3DXO�PHQWLRQV�WKH�JORU\�RQ�0RVHVł�IDFH�ZDV�WUDQVLWRU\��
,W�ZDV� IDGLQJ� DZD\��:H�GLGQłW� NQRZ� WKDW� IURP�RXU� UHDGLQJ�RI�
([RGXV�����EXW�3DXO�NQHZ��,Q�FRQWUDVW�WR�WKDW��KH�VD\V�WKH�JORU\�RI�
WKH�1HZ�&RYHQDQW�ODVWV��LW�GRHVQłW�IDGH�DZD\��:KDW�ZRXOG�\RX�
UDWKHU�KDYH��VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�IDGHV�DZD\�RU�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�ODVWV"

Moses Wore a Veil to Hide the Fading Glory of the 
Old Covenant
This leads Paul to reveal a secret about Moses we didn’t know. It 

has to do with his veil.

Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very 
bold. We are not like Moses, who would put a veil 
over his face to prevent the Israelites from seeing 
the end of what was passing away (verses 12–13).

The word “bold” really means “open.” It was to describe someone 

whose words and actions were open for all to see. To be open re-

TXLUHV�FRXUDJH�DQG�FRQğGHQFH��7KLV�LV�ZKHUH�WKH�LGHD�RI�EROGQHVV�
comes in. It’s not easy at times to be open. Our fears and insecu-

ULWLHV�JHW�LQ�WKH�ZD\��%XW�WKLV�TXDOLW\�RI�RSHQQHVV�DQG�EROGQHVV�LV�
WUXH�RI�WKRVH�ZKR�OLYH�XQGHU�WKH�1HZ�&RYHQDQW��7KLV�FRQğGHQFH�
LVQłW�LQ�RXU�RZQ�DELOLWLHV��$V�ORQJ�DV�WKH�EDVLV�IRU�RXU�FRQğGHQFH�

LV�LQ�RXU�RZQ�DELOLWLHV��ZHłOO�DOZD\V�FRPH�XS�VKRUW��(YHQ�WKRXJK�
ZH�PD\�DFW�EROG�DQG�RSHQ��GHHS�GRZQ�ZHłOO�EH�RSHUDWLQJ�RXW�RI�
IHDU��%XW�ZKHQ�RXU�KRSH�LV�LQ�*RG��QRW�LQ�RXUVHOYHV��ZH�FDQ�EH�
VXSUHPHO\�FRQğGHQW�DQG�RSHQ�

3DXO� WKHQ� XVHV�0RVHV� DV� D� QHJDWLYH� LOOXVWUDWLRQ��0RVHV�ZDVQłW�
EROG��KH�ZDVQłW�RSHQ��0RVHV�KDG�DQ�XOWHULRU�PRWLYH�LQ�ZHDULQJ�
that veil—he wanted to hide the fact that the shine on his face 

ZDV�IDGLQJ�DZD\��7KDW�IDGLQJ�JORU\�V\PEROL]HG�WKH�2OG�&RYHQDQW�
ZDV�IDGLQJ�DZD\��LW�ZDVQłW�SHUPDQHQW��LW�ZDV�EHFRPLQJ�REVROHWH��
7KH�2OG�&RYHQDQW�ZDV�QHYHU�PHDQW�WR�EH�D�SHUPDQHQW�DUUDQJH-

PHQW��LW�ZDV�GHVLJQHG�WR�VKRZ�XV�RXU�RZQ�GHSUDYLW\�DQG�LQDELOLW\�
WR�EH�ULJKWHRXV�RQ�RXU�RZQ�� ,W�ZDV�GHVLJQHG�WR�SUHSDUH�XV� IRU�
Christ. It seems Moses sensed this, but he didn’t want to let on to 

WKH�SHRSOH��3HUKDSV�KH�ZDV�DIUDLG�WKLQJV�ZRXOG�JHW�RXW�RI�KDQG��
Perhaps they’d doubt his leadership. And so, he covered up.

8QGHU� WKH�1HZ�&RYHQDQW� 3DXO�ZDV� RSHQ�� FRQğGHQW� DQG� EROG��
while under the Old Covenant Moses was fearful, closed and 

veiled. When we live under the Old Covenant today we’re forced 

WR�GR�WKH�VDPH�WKLQJ�0RVHV�GLG��:H�SXW�RQ�D�YHLO��$�YHLO�LV�DQ\-

WKLQJ�ZH�GR�WR�KLGH�WKH�UHDOLW\�RI�WKH�IDGLQJ�JORU\�RI�WKH�ODZ��7KH�
ODZ�ZDV�GHVLJQHG�WR�EULQJ�XV�WR�WKDW�SRLQW�RI�KHOSOHVVQHVV�ZKHUH�
ZH�NQRZ�ZHłUH�QRW�DEOH�WR�NHHS�LW��%XW�LQVWHDG�RI�DFNQRZOHGJLQJ�
that, we cover our inadequacy up. We try to pretend all is well. 

We try harder to be what deep down we know we can never 

EHŌOLNH�WKH�DJLQJ�PRYLH�VWDU�ZKR�WULHV�WR�FRYHU�XS�KHU�DJH�ZLWK�
make-up or face-lifts. When we look to ourselves as the source 

RI�RXU�FRQğGHQFH�DQG�DGHTXDF\��ZHłOO�DOZD\V�OLYH�LQ�IHDU�RI�EHLQJ�
IRXQG�RXW��ZHłOO� DOZD\V�EH� WU\LQJ� WR�SURYH� WR�RXUVHOYHV�DQG� WR�
RWKHUV�DQG�PD\EH�HYHQ�WR�*RG�ZHłUH�VRPHWKLQJ�ZH�NQRZ�GHHS�
down we can never be by ourselves.  

'DYLG�/HWWHUPDQ�XQGHUVWDQGV�WKLV��+H�RQFH�VDLG�RI�EHLQJ�D�WDON�
VKRZ�KRVW��Ń(YHU\�QLJKW�\RXłUH�WU\LQJ�WR�SURYH�\RXU�VHOI�ZRUWK��
,WłV� OLNH�PHHWLQJ� \RXU� JLUOIULHQGłV� IDPLO\� IRU� WKH�ğUVW� WLPH�� <RX�
ZDQW�WR�EH�WKH�DEVROXWH�EHVW��ZLWWLHVW��VPDUWHVW��PRVW�FKDUPLQJ��
EHVW�VPHOOLQJ�YHUVLRQ�RI�\RXUVHOI��,I�,�FDQ�PDNH�SHRSOH�HQMR\�WKH�
H[SHULHQFH�DQG�KDYH�D�KLJKHU�UHJDUG�IRU�PH�ZKHQ�,łP�ğQLVKHG��
it makes me feel like an entire person. If I’ve come up short of 

WKDW��,łP�QRW�KDSS\��+RZ�WKLQJV�JR�IRU�PH�HYHU\�QLJKW�LV�KRZ�,�
IHHO�DERXW�P\VHOI�IRU�WKH�QH[W����KRXUV�ń�:KDW�D�JUHDW�H[DPSOH�
RI�WKH�W\UDQQ\�RI�OLYLQJ�DSDUW�IURP�WKH�IUHHGRP�DQG�FRQğGHQFH�
*RG�JLYHV��8QGHU�WKH�1HZ�&RYHQDQW�ZHłUH�IUHH�WR�EH�RSHQ�DQG�
honest about who and what we are. Sometimes that’s not a very 

pretty picture, but under the New Covenant we’re accepted and 

ZHłUH�EHLQJ�FKDQJHG�E\� WKH�UHDOLW\�RI� WKH� OLYLQJ�*RG�ZKR� LV�DW�
work in our lives. 

7KH�VDG�WKLQJ�LV�PDQ\�RI�XV��ZKR�RXJKW�WR�EH�OLYLQJ�XQGHU�WKH�
freedom of the New Covenant, live as if we were under the old. 

We who’ve been accepted in Christ can fall into this same trap 

E\�WU\LQJ�WR�KLGH�WKH�UHDOLW\�RI�RXU�LQDGHTXDF\�WR�OLYH�XS�WR�*RGłV�



VWDQGDUGV��&KULVWLDQV�ZHDU� YHLOV� WRR��:HłUH� H[SHUWV� DW�ZHDULQJ�
veils. It usually starts out with a desire to please God. We want to 

EH�KRO\��ZH�ZDQW�WR�EH�ORYLQJ��$QG�VR�ZH�VHW�XS�VRPH�JXLGHOLQHV�
for our behavior that will help us live this way. Some of these 

JXLGHOLQHV�DUH� ULJKW� IURP� WKH�%LEOHŌGRQłW� VWHDO��GRQłW� FRPPLW�
DGXOWHU\��GRQłW�PXUGHU��GRQłW�JHW�GUXQN�ZLWK�ZLQH��DQG�VR�IRUWK��
6RPHWLPHV�ZH�JR�HYHQ�IXUWKHU�DQG�DGG�RWKHUV�RI�RXU�RZQ�MXVW�
WR�EH�VDIHŌQR�GDQFLQJ��QR�GULQNLQJ��UHDG�\RXU�%LEOH�HYHU\�GD\��
WLWKH�� WKH� OLVW�JRHV�RQ��7KH� IRFXV�RI�RXU�&KULVWLDQ� OLIH�EHFRPHV�
NHHSLQJ�WKH�OLVW�UDWKHU�UHFHLYLQJ�WKH�JUDFH�RI�*RG��7KDW�XVXDOO\�
UHVXOWV�LQ�RQH�RI�WZR�WKLQJV��,I�RXU�OLVW�LV�WRR�GHPDQGLQJ�DQG�XQ-

UHDOLVWLF��ZH�HQG�XS� OLYLQJ� LQ�D�SHUSHWXDO�VWDWH�RI�GHIHDW��7KHUH�
are a lot of defeated Christians because deep down they know 

WKH\łUH�QRW�NHHSLQJ�WKHLU�OLVW��%XW�WKHUHłV�DQRWKHU�WKLQJ�WKDW�FDQ�
KDSSHQ��DQG�LWłV�HYHQ�ZRUVH��<RX�FDQ�JHW�SUHWW\�JRRG�DW�NHHSLQJ�
\RXU� OLVW�� <RX� FDQ� EHJLQ� WR� IHHO� JRRG� DERXW� \RXUVHOI�� <RX� FDQ�
EHFRPH�SURXG��<RXłUH� FDUHIXO� WR�JLYH�DOO� WKH�JORU\� WR�*RG��EXW�
there’s a subtle pride that develops in your spirit which sooner or 

ODWHU�ZLOO�UHYHDO�LWVHOI�RXWZDUGO\��,W�XVXDOO\�FRPHV�RXW�LQ�D�MXGJ-

mental, critical spirit towards others who don’t live up to your 

VWDQGDUGV��$QG�ZRUVW�RI�DOO��ZHłUH�EOLQG�WR�WKH�RQH�WKLQJ�WKDW�*RG�
KDWHV�WKH�PRVWŌSULGH��'R�\RX�VHH�KRZ�VXEWOH�LW�FDQ�EH"�

<HDUV�DJR�GXULQJ�WKH�-HVXV�0RYHPHQW�D�VRQJZULWHU�QDPHG�-RKQ�
)LVFKHU� ZURWH� D� VRQJ� WKDWłV� D� KXPRURXV� WDNH�RII� RQ� WKH� YHLOV�
HYDQJHOLFDO�&KULVWLDQV�RIWHQ�ZHDU�WR�FRYHU�XS�RXU�LQDGHTXDF\�WR�
NHHS�WKH�/DZ��,W�JRHV�OLNH�WKLV�

(YDQJHOLFDO�YHLO�SURGXFWLRQV��3LFN�RQH�XS�DW�TXLWH�D�UHGXFWLRQ�

*RW�DOO�NLQGV�RI�VKDSHV�DQG�VL]HV��LQWURGXFWRU\�ERQXV�SUL]HV�

6SHFLDO�TXDOLW\��RQH�ZD\�VHH�WKURXJK��\RX�FDQ�VHH�WKHP�EXW�WKH\��
 can’t see you.

1HYHU�KDYH�WR�VKRZ�\RXUVHOI�DJDLQ�

-XVW�UHOHDVHG��D�0RVHV�PRGHO��FRPHV�ZLWK�VKLQH�LQ�D��SODVWLF�� �
 bottle,

,W�PDNHV�\RX�ORRN�OLNH�\RXłYH�MXVW�VHHQ�WKH�/RUG�

-XVW�RQH�GDLO\�DSSOLFDWLRQ�DQG�\RXłOO�IRRO�WKH�FRQJUHJDWLRQ�

*XDUDQWHHG�WR�ODVW�WKH�ZKROH�ZHHN�WKURXJK�

Got a back-from-the-summer-camp veil, with a mountain-top  

 look that’ll never fail,

$V�ORQJ�DV�\RX�UHQHZ�LW�HYHU\�\HDU�

Lots of special Jesus freak smiles, everyone comes with a   

 permanent smile,

One way button and a sticker for your car.

<RXłUH�SURWHFWHG���

The Veil is Taken Away as We Turn to Christ
7KDWłV� D� IXQQ\� VRQJ�� EXW�ZKDW� D� VDG� FRPPHQWDU\� RQ�ZKDW� LQ�
many churches is the normal state of affairs. You’d think we’d 

VHH�WKURXJK�LW�DOO��$V�D�PDWWHU�RI�IDFW��\RXłG�WKLQN�WKH�,VUDHOLWHV�

ZRXOG� VHH� WKURXJK� LW� LQ�0RVHV�� %XW� 3DXO� VD\V� WKH\� KDG�PLQGV�
hardened and a veil of their own. Look at verses 14–16.

But their minds were made dull, for to this day the 
same veil remains when the old covenant is read. 
It has not been removed, because only in Christ is 
it taken away. Even to this day when Moses is read, 
a veil covers their hearts. But whenever anyone 
turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.

7KH\�ZHUH�XQDEOH�WR�VHH�WKH�ODZ�ZDV�RQO\�WHPSRUDU\��D�IDGLQJ�
JORU\��,W�ZDVQłW�DOO�0RVHVł�IDXOW��WKH\łG�EHFRPH�EOLQG�DQG�GXOOHG�
to the reality that the law couldn’t save them. The same veil lies 

RYHU� WKH� UHDGLQJ� RI� WKH�2OG� &RYHQDQW� WR� WKLV� GD\�� 6RPHWLPHV�
ZH�ZRQGHU��Ń+RZ�FDQ�WKH�-HZV�IDLO�WR�VHH�WKH�UHDOLW\�RI�&KULVW�LQ�
WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW"�+RZ�FDQ�WKH\�IDLO�WR�VHH�LQ�WKHLU�RZQ�%LEOH�
WKDW�WKH�ODZ�QHYHU�VDYHG�,VUDHO"ń�,WłV�EHFDXVH�D�YHLO�OLHV�RYHU�WKHLU�
hearts. Yet, Paul always held out hope for individual Jews like 

KLPVHOI��:KHQ�DQ\RQH�WXUQV�WR�&KULVW��WKH�YHLO�LV�UHPRYHG��MXVW�
like Moses in Exodus 34. Whenever Moses went into the Lord’s 

presence he took the veil off. In the same way today when 

someone turns� WR�WKH�/RUG�WKH�YHLO� LV�UHPRYHG��7XUQLQJ�WR�WKH�
/RUG�PHDQV�FRPLQJ� WR� -HVXV�&KULVW� IRU� VDOYDWLRQ�� ,WłV�D� WXUQLQJ�
DZD\�IURP�WU\LQJ�WR�VDYH�RXUVHOYHV�E\�EHLQJ�JRRG��DQG�D�WXUQLQJ�
towards Christ as our sin-bearer and savior. That’s how the veil is 

UHPRYHG��E\�WXUQLQJ�WR�WKH�/RUG��

When the Veil is Removed and We’re Free to be 
Transformed
In verse 17 Paul says:

Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of 
the Lord is, there is freedom.

When we turn to the Lord we experience his Spirit in our lives. 

7KH�+RO\�6SLULW�FRPLQJ�LQWR�RXU�OLYHV�LV�WKH�JUHDWHVW�EOHVVLQJ�RI�
WKH�1HZ�&RYHQDQW��+H�EULQJV�XV�IUHHGRP�EHFDXVH�*RG�KDV�DF-

FHSWHG�XV�LQ�&KULVW��:HłUH�QR�ORQJHU�LQ�ERQGDJH�WR�D�ODZ�V\VWHP�
ZKLFK�NHHSV�XV�JXLOW\�DQG�FRQGHPQHG��ZHłUH�IUHH�WR�EH�RXUVHOYHV�
EHIRUH�ERWK�*RG�DQG�PDQ��:H�GRQłW�KDYH�WR�ZHDU�D�YHLO��:H�FDQ�
FRPH�LQWR�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�*RG��FRQIHVVLQJ�RXU�VLQ��WUXVWLQJ�WKDW�
WKURXJK�&KULVW�ZHłUH�IXOO\�DFFHSWHG��:H�FDQ�VWDQG�EHIRUH�RWKHUV��
ZLWKRXW�DQ\�IDOVH�IURQWV��DFNQRZOHGJLQJ�RXU�RZQ�LQDGHTXDFLHV��
WUXVWLQJ�WKDW�WKH�6SLULW�RI�*RG�LV�GRLQJ�KLV�ZRUN�RI�FKDQJLQJ�XV�
IURP�WKH�LQVLGH�RXW��$W�RXU�0HQłV�5HWUHDW�WKLV�PRUQLQJ�RXU�PHQ�
DUH�KDYLQJ�D� WLPH�RI�RSHQ� VKDULQJ�ZKHUH�D� ORW�RI�JX\V�ZLOO�EH�
WDNLQJ� WKHLU� YHLOV� RII� IRU� WKH� ğUVW� WLPH�� 3UD\� IRU� WKHP�� WKDWłV� D�
powerful experience. 

Look what happens when the veil is removed:

And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate 
the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his 
image with ever-increasing glory, which comes 
from the Lord, who is the Spirit (v. 18).

When the veil is removed we’re free to be transformed. The word 

KH�XVHV�KHUH�LV�RQH�IURP�ZKLFK�ZH�JHW�RXU�ZRUG�metamorphosis. It 



7KLV�PHVVDJH�IURP�6FULSWXUH�ZDV�SUHDFKHG�RQ�6XQGD\��)HEUXDU\����������DW�&HQWUDO�3HQLQVXOD�&KXUFK
�����6KHOO�%RXOHYDUG�_�)RVWHU�&LW\�&$�������_��������������_�ZZZ�FSFZHE�RUJ��$GGLWLRQDO�FRSLHV�DYDLODEOH�RQ�UHTXHVW�
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PHDQV�WR�EH�FKDQJHG�LQWR�DQRWKHU�IRUP��7KH�1HZ�&RYHQDQW�LVQłW�
DERXW�XV� WU\LQJ� WR� FKDQJH�RXUVHOYHV�� EXW� LWłV�QRW� DERXW�XV� MXVW�
VWD\LQJ�WKH�VDPH�HLWKHU��)UHHGRP�PHDQV�WKH�IUHHGRP�WR�EHFRPH�
ZKDW�ZH�ORQJ�IRU��:KR�ZDQWV�WR�VWD\�WKH�VDPH"�$V�EHOLHYHUV�ZH�
ZDQW�WR�EH�PRUH�KRO\��PRUH�ORYLQJ��EXW�KRZ�GRHV�WKDW�KDSSHQ"�
+HUH�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�FOHDUHVW�VWDWHPHQWV�RQ�WKLV�LQ�DOO�RI�6FULSWXUH��

Paul says, “We all, who with unveiled faces...” +HłV� QRW� MXVW�
WDONLQJ� DERXW� 0RVHV�� $Q\RQH� ZKR� WKURXJK� &KULVW� KDV� WDNHQ�
the veil off is free to be transformed. It doesn’t matter what 

\RXłYH�GRQH�RU�ZKR�\RX�DUH��LI�\RXłYH�WXUQHG�WR�&KULVW��\RX�FDQ�
EH�FKDQJHG��+H�DOVR�WHOOV�XV�ZKDW�ZHłUH�EHLQJ�WUDQVIRUPHG�LQWR��
“We’re being transformed into his image with ever increasing 
glory.”�+HłV�WDONLQJ�DERXW�WKH�JORULRXV�LPDJH�RI�*RG��*RG�ZDQWV�
WR�PDNH�XV�PRUH�OLNH�KLP��7KLV�LV�DQ�RQJRLQJ�SURFHVV��,W�GRHVQłW�
KDSSHQ�RYHUQLJKW��LW�KDSSHQV�JUDGXDOO\��1RWLFH�DOVR�ZKR�GRHV�WKH�
FKDQJLQJ��:H�GRQłW�FKDQJH�RXUVHOYHV��ZHłUH�ŃEHLQJ�WUDQVIRUPHGń�
by someone else. At the end of the verse he tells this “comes from 
the Lord, who is the Spirit.” The Spirit of the Lord is the One 

ZKR�FKDQJHV�XV��$QG�DOO�RI�WKLV�WDNHV�SODFH�DV�ZH�“contemplate 
the Lord’s glory.” The word means “to look into a mirror.” Moses 

EHKHOG�WKH�/RUG�DQG�KLV�IDFH�ZDV�FKDQJHG��ZH�EHKROG�WKH�/RUG�
and we’re transformed. The difference is while Moses saw the 

/RUG�IDFH�WR�IDFH�ZH�MXVW�VHH�KLP�LQ�D�PLUURU��

:H� FKDQJH�E\�EHKROGLQJ� WKH� JORU\�RI� WKH� /RUG� DV� LQ� D�PLUURU��
:KDW�D�FRQWUDVW�WR�KRZ�ZH�QRUPDOO\�WKLQN�DERXW�FKDQJH��6RPH�
RI�XV�EHOLHYH�WKH�NH\�WR�FKDQJH�LV�NQRZOHGJH��:H�OLYH�LQ�WKH�LQ-

IRUPDWLRQ�DJH��DQG�VR�RIWHQ�ZH�WKLQN�FKDQJH�ZLOO� WDNH�SODFH� LI�
we can only access and master more information. Some of us 

EHOLHYH�WKH�NH\�WR�FKDQJH�LV�WKHUDSHXWLF��,I�,�FDQ�MXVW�OHDUQ�PRUH�
DERXW�P\� RZQ� SDVW� ,� FRXOG� FKDQJH� WKLV� RU� WKDW� DERXW�P\VHOI��
6RPH�RI�XV�EHOLHYH�WKH�NH\�WR�FKDQJH�LV�VHOI�GLVFLSOLQH��,I�,�FRXOG�
MXVW�EH�PRUH�GLVFLSOLQHG�,łG�EH�D�GLIIHUHQW�SHUVRQ��7KHVH�DOO�FDQ�EH�
JRRG�WKLQJV��WKH\�FDQ�LPSURYH�RXU�OLYHV��EXW�WKH\�FDQłW�WUDQVIRUP�
XV�DW�WKH�FRUH�RI�RXU�EHLQJ�LQWR�WKH�LPDJH�RI�*RG��7KDW�RQO\�KDS-

pens as we take the veil off and behold the Lord. 

+RZ�GR�ZH�GR�WKDW"�2EYLRXVO\�ZH�FDQłW�VHH�*RG�ZLWK�RXU�H\HV��6R�
ZKDW�GRHV�KH�PHDQ"�,I�\RX�IROORZ�WKH�ORJLF�RI�WKH�SDVVDJH��“be-
holding the glory of the Lord”�LV�VLPSO\�WKH�VDPH�WKLQJ�DV�WXUQLQJ�
WR�DQG�WUXVWLQJ� LQ�-HVXV�DQG�NHHSLQJ�RXU�KHDUWV�DQG�PLQGV�IR-

FXVHG�RQ�KLP��,WłV�DV�ZH�ORRN�WR�&KULVW�DQG�H[SHULHQFH�KLV�OLYLQJ�
SUHVHQFH�LQ�RXU�OLYHV�WKURXJK�WKH�6SLULW�WKDW�ZHłUH�FKDQJHG��<RX�
PLJKW�VD\��Ń:H�EHFRPH�ZKDW�ZH�ORRN�DW�ń� ,I�\RX�ORRN�DW�-HVXV��
\RXłUH� JRLQJ� WR� EHFRPH� OLNH� -HVXV�� 5HPHPEHU� KRZ� 3HWHU� VDZ�
-HVXV�ZDONLQJ�RQ� WKH�ZDWHU�DQG�KH�ZDQWHG� WR� WU\� LW� WRR"� -HVXV�

VDLG��Ń&RPH�RQ��3HWHU�ń�$QG�3HWHU�JRW�RXW�RI�WKH�ERDW�DQG�VWDUWHG�
ZDONLQJ�RQ�WKH�ZDWHU��%XW�WKHQ�KH�VWDUWHG�ORRNLQJ�DURXQG�DW�WKH�
wind and the waves and as soon as he did he started to sink. 

:KDW� ZDV� WKH� SUREOHP"� +H� WRRN� KLV� H\HV� RII� -HVXV�� ,WłV� WKDW�
simple. Keep your eyes on Jesus and not only will you not sink, 

EXW�\RXłOO�EH�FKDQJHG�IRUHYHU�

0LNH�<DFRQHOOL�ZULWHV��Ń6SLULWXDOLW\�LV�QRW�D�IRUPXOD��LWłV�QRW�D�WHVW��
,WłV�D�UHODWLRQVKLS��6SLULWXDOLW\�LVQłW�DERXW�FRPSHWHQF\��LWłV�DERXW�
LQWLPDF\�� 6SLULWXDOLW\� LVQłW� DERXW� SHUIHFWLRQ�� LWłV� DERXW� FRQQHF-

WLRQ��7KH�ZD\�RI�WKH�VSLULWXDO�OLIH�EHJLQV�ZKHUH�ZH�DUH�QRZ�LQ�WKH�
PHVV�RI�RXU�OLYHV��$FFHSWLQJ�WKH�UHDOLW\�RI�RXU�EURNHQ��ĠDZHG�OLYHV�
LV�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�VSLULWXDOLW\��QRW�EHFDXVH�WKH�VSLULWXDO�OLIH�ZLOO�
UHPRYH�RXU�ĠDZV��EXW�EHFDXVH�ZH� OHW�JR�RI�VHHNLQJ�SHUIHFWLRQ�
DQG�LQVWHDG�VHHN�*RG��WKH�RQH�ZKR�LV�SUHVHQW�LQ�WKH�WDQJOHGQHVV�
RI�RXU�OLYHV��6SLULWXDOLW\�LVQłW�DERXW�EHLQJ�ğ[HG��LWłV�DERXW�*RGłV�
EHLQJ�SUHVHQW�LQ�WKH�PHVV�RI�RXU�XQğ[HGQHVV�ń

  

There’s a powerful scene towards the end of the The Phantom of 

the Opera. Erik kidnaps Christine and tries to force her to marry 

KLP��+H� VD\V� LI� VKH� UHIXVHV�� KHłOO� XVH� H[SORVLYHV� WR� GHVWUR\� WKH�
HQWLUH� RSHUD� KRXVH�� &KULVWLQH� UHIXVHV�� XQWLO� VKH� UHDOL]HV� LI� VKH�
doesn’t marry him everyone in the opera house will be killed, 

LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�PDQ�VKH�ORYHG��6R�&KULVWLQH�DJUHHV�WR�PDUU\�(ULN��
When Erik is alone with her, he lifts his mask to kiss her on her 

forehead, and out of pity she actually kisses him back. Erik reveals 

that he’s never received a kiss (not even from his own mother) or 

KDV�EHHQ�DOORZHG�WR�JLYH�RQH�DQG�LV�RYHUFRPH�ZLWK�HPRWLRQ��+H�
OHWV�&KULVWLQH�JR�DQG�WHOOV�KHU��Ń*R�DQG�PDUU\�WKH�ER\�ZKHQHYHU�
you wish. I know you love him.” She leaves on the condition that 

when he dies she’ll come back and bury him.

I love that scene because it communicates a powerful truth 

about the Gospel. When we turn to Jesus Christ and trust in him, 

ZH�HQFRXQWHU� SHUIHFW� ORYH�� %HFDXVH�&KULVW� KDV�PDGH�XV� FOHDQ��
our mask comes off and we’re fully embraced by the Father. And 

WKURXJK�WKH�SRZHU�RI�KLV�6SLULW�WKH�GLVğJXUHPHQW�RI�RXU�KHDUW�
is transformed into his likeness. That’s the power of the New 

&RYHQDQW��%XW�ZH�KDYH� WR� WDNH� WKH�PDVN�RII��:H�KDYH� WR� VWRS�
SUHWHQGLQJ�ZHłUH� VRPHWKLQJ�ZHłUH�QRW��:H�KDYH� WR� FKXFN�RXU�
list and invite Jesus into the mess of our broken lives and let him 

transform us.

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


