
God’s servants are found in some of the most surprising places. 

We’ve been looking at the life of Elijah. He served in a very dark 

time in the history of God’s people. King Ahab and his wife 

Jezebel were in charge. They were worshippers of a god named 

Baal. This was a violent and degraded religion with everything 

IURP�WHPSOH�SURVWLWXWHV�WR�FKLOG�VDFULğFH��7KH�ğHU\�SURSKHW�(OLMDK�
appeared out of nowhere and confronted the King on behalf of 

God. He announced there’d be no rain or dew in the land except 

by his word. 

Then Elijah just disappeared. He vanished into thin air and took 

the rain with him. Just like that, the weather report in Israel was 

the same every day—clear skies, lots of sunshine, not a cloud in 

VLJKW��VWLĠLQJ�KHDW��0HDQZKLOH��*RG�VHQW�(OLMDK�IDU�DZD\�LQWR�WKH�
mountains east of the Jordan River. For a while he drank from 

a trickling brook and was fed by of all things ravens. Then the 

brook dried up and God sent him to a town called Zarephath to 

be provided for by a poor widow. This was outside of Israel in 

the heartland of Baal worship where Jezebel was from. What a 

strange place for God to send his prophet! 

All this time Ahab was scouring the nation looking for Elijah. I’m 

VXUH�WKH�ğUVW�IHZ�PRQWKV�ZHUHQłW�VR�EDG��<RX�FRXOG�VWLOO�ğQG�D�
little water if you knew where to look. But as the days passed the 

UHSRUWV� FDPH� LQŌğHOGV� WXUQLQJ�EURZQ�� VRLO� EHFRPLQJ� FUDFNHG�
and hard, no crops, emaciated donkeys and cows. Slowly the 

storehouses emptied and people began to starve. The King had 

WR�GR�VRPHWKLQJ��+H�VWRSSHG�DW�QRWKLQJ�WR�ğQG�(OLMDK��+H�HYHQ�
sent soldiers on a manhunt to the surrounding nations. He never 

thought to look in Zarephath.

7KHQ��ğQDOO\��WKH�ZRUG�RI�WKH�/RUG�FDPH�DJDLQ�WR�(OLMDK�

After a long time, in the third year, the word of the 
Lord came to Elijah: “Go and present yourself to 
Ahab, and I will send rain on the land.” So Elijah 
went to present himself to Ahab (1 Kings 18:1-2a).

I wonder how Elijah felt about that. On the one hand, he under-

stood the danger, but I think he was glad to get on with it. Elijah 

was a man of action. During those three years in hiding, he must 

have wondered why he was twiddling his thumbs at a widow’s 

house while wickedness spread among God’s people. He must 

have prayed, “God, do something!” But to his credit he waited 

until God gave him a green light to go back.

%XW�LW�ZDVQłW�$KDE�KH�PHW�ğUVW��$V�KH�WUDYHOHG�IURP�=DUHSKDWK�WR�
Samaria he met a man named Obadiah. In almost every way you 

can think of he was different from Elijah, but Obadiah was also a 

servant of God. And like Elijah he served God in a very surprising 

place. 

Obadiah Was a Good Man in a Hard Place 
We’re introduced to Obadiah in verses 2b–6.

Now the famine was severe in Samaria, and Ahab 
had summoned Obadiah, his palace administrator.
(Obadiah was a devout believer in the Lord. While 
Jezebel was killing off the Lord’s prophets, Obadiah 
had taken a hundred prophets and hidden them 
LQ�WZR�FDYHV��ğIW\�LQ�HDFK��DQG�KDG�VXSSOLHG�WKHP�
with food and water.) Ahab had said to Obadiah, 
“Go through the land to all the springs and valleys. 
0D\EH�ZH�FDQ�ğQG�VRPH�JUDVV�WR�NHHS�WKH�KRUVHV�
and mules alive so we will not have to kill any of 
our animals.” So they divided the land they were 
to cover, Ahab going in one direction and Obadiah 
in another.

Obadiah is a very intriguing character. We learn several things 

about him here. First, he was Ahab’s chief of staff, his right hand 

man, the guy who kept things running smoothly. Here at CPC we 

have guy named Charlie Royce who’s our palace administrator. 

He does a tremendous job. We’d all be lost around here without 

him. Obadiah was that guy for Ahab. He must have had consid-

erable talent because he had a ton of responsibility. He oversaw 

the servants, the waiters, and the King’s appointments. No doubt 

Ahab trusted Obadiah. He knew if you get the wrong person in 

WKDW� MRE�\RXłUH� LQ�ELJ�WURXEOH��2EDGLDK�ZDV� OLNH�0U��&DUVRQ�RQ�
Downton Abbey. He was the guy behind the scenes who made it 

all happen.

Another thing we learn about Obadiah is he was a devout be-

OLHYHU�LQ�WKH�/RUG��/DWHU�LQ�WKH�VWRU\�KH�VD\V�KHłV�ZRUVKLSSHG�WKH�
/RUG�VLQFH�KLV�\RXWK��<RX�KDYH�WR�ZRQGHU�KRZ�VXFK�D�JRGO\�PDQ�
could end up in charge of the palace for a wicked couple like 

Ahab and Jezebel. And not just how he could end up there, but 

how he could continue being a part of what was going on there? 

In fact, there are some reliable commentators who see Obadiah 

as an example of spiritual compromise and a watered down 

faith. If he was a real man of God like Elijah, he wouldn’t put up 
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with Ahab and Jezebel. But I don’t agree. God often places his 

servants in the darkest of places.

» Joseph was placed at the right hand of Pharaoh, King of Egypt; 

not an easy place to be for a believer, but God used him to supply 

food for the family of God.

» Esther was placed in the court of King Ahasuerus, King of 

Persia; but through her God’s people would be delivered from 

a holocaust.

» Daniel was placed in the court of King Nebuchadnezzar of 

Babylon. Imagine how hard that was, but God used Daniel to 

LQWURGXFH�WKDW�NLQJ�WR�WKH�/LYLQJ�*RG�

» In the New Testament we meet a woman named Joanna, who 

ZDV� .LQJ�+HURGłV� KRXVHKROG�PDQDJHU� �/XNH� ������ -RDQQD�ZDV�
one of the women who went to Jesus’ tomb on Easter morning. 

Imagine working in Herod’s palace, they very place John the 

Baptist was beheaded!

» In his letter to the Philippians, Paul greets those who are of 

&DHVDUłV� KRXVHKROG� �3KLO�� ������� 7KHUH� ZHUH� EHOLHYHUV� LQ� WKH�
highest levels of the Roman Empire, a very dark place indeed. 

How did they get into these positions? They were gifted, and 

trustworthy, and somehow, in the midst of it, they were godly.

$V�\RX�FDQ�VHH��2EDGLDK�ZDVQłW�WKH�ğUVW�GHYRXW�EHOLHYHU�*RG�SXW�
LQ�D�GDUN�SODFH��<RX�VHH��GLIIHUHQW�EHOLHYHUV�KDYH�GLIIHUHQW�FDOO-
ings. Elijah was called to overtly confront evil from the outside 

while Obadiah was called to subversively work to overcome it 

from within. I’d guess that most of you have callings more like 

2EDGLDK� WKDQ� (OLMDK�� 0D\EH� \RXłUH� ZRUNLQJ� LQ� D� SODFH� ZKHUH�
things go on you’re not comfortable with. 

» Those who teach in public school wonder, “How can I support 

a school where I can’t even mention God? How can I teach this 

curriculum that contradicts my own convictions?”

» A lawyer asks, “How can I in good conscience uphold this law 

when I think it’s wrong?”

» A doctor may wonder, “How can I serve in this hospital when 

there are procedures performed here I know God detests?

» A banker may ask, “How can I be part of an institution that 

invests in companies that do things I know are wrong?”

» A politician may wonder, “How can I be a part of this adminis-

tration when compromises are made that I abhor?” 

7KLV�OLVW�JRHV�RQ�DQG�RQ��DQG�WKHVH�DUH�JRRG�TXHVWLRQV��<RX�PD\�
HYHQ�ZRQGHU��Ń$V�D�&KULVW�IROORZHU��VKRXOG�,�HYHQ�EH�WKHUH"�0D\EH�
I should go to seminary and become a pastor or a missionary. 

0D\EH�,�VKRXOG�WHDFK�LQ�D�&KULVWLDQ�VFKRRO��0D\EH�,�VKRXOG�VWDUW�
a Christian company.” It’s not easy to live in Obadiah’s shoes, but 

this is the real world in which we live. Obadiah’s calling placed 

him in a position of tension. He had to both obey Ahab and obey 

WKH�/RUG��$W�WLPHV�KH�PXVW�KDYH�ZRQGHUHG�LI�KH�ZDV�ZKHUH�KH�

was supposed to be. How do we manage this tension? There are 

no easy answers. As long as we live in this world, we’ll have to 

participate, at least indirectly, in evil. But there’s a difference be-

WZHHQ�GLUHFW�DQG�LQGLUHFW�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�HYLO��<RX�VKRXOG�DYRLG�
WKH�IRUPHU��EXW�\RX�FDQłW�DYRLG�WKH�ODWWHU��<RX�PLJKW�ZRUN�IRU�D�
software company that sells a product that can be used in im-

moral ways; you can’t really help that. We live in a fallen world 

with fallen people. 

2EDGLDKłV�FDUHHU�DV�$KDEłV�FKLHI�RI�VWDII�LV�RI�KXJH�VLJQLğFDQFH�
to every follower of Christ who struggles with these questions. 

He shows us God places his servants in surprising places, dark 

places, to make a difference for him. Wherever you are, you’re 

QRW�WKHUH�E\�DFFLGHQW��*RG�FDQ�XVH�\RX�WR�PDNH�D�GLIIHUHQFH��<RX�
do have to be wise about it. I’d even say you have to be a little 

VQHDN\��,WłV�OLNH�\RXłUH�ZRUNLQJ�XQGHUFRYHU�IRU�*RG��0D\EH�WKLV�LV�
what Jesus was talking about when said to be shrewd as serpents 

and innocent as doves. And Obadiah did make a difference.

This is the last thing we learn about him. He made a difference in 

a dark place. When he was given a chance to act, he was willing 

WR�ULVN�KLV�QHFN�IRU�WKH�/RUG��7KRXJK�WKH�GURXJKW�ZDV�GHVLJQHG�
to soften the hearts of Ahab and Jezebel, it had the reverse ef-

IHFW��-H]HEHO�EHJDQ�NLOOLQJ�WKH�/RUGłV�SURSKHWV��6R�2EDGLDK�EHJDQ�
to hide them from her and fed them with food and water at a 

time when it was quite scarce. Obadiah wasn’t just a believer by 

profession. He walked his talk. He’s willing to step out and take 

a risk. Jezebel is killing God’s prophets, and her husband’s chief 

of staff is hiding them in caves! Obadiah was willing to put his 

neck on the line so God’s Word through these prophets could 

stay alive in Israel. If Jezebel found out what he was doing, he’d 

be dead meat.

2EDGLDK� UHPLQGV�PH�RI�&RUULH� WHQ�%RRP��0DQ\�RI� \RX� NQRZ�
her story. She was an unmarried Christian women who lived 

ZLWK�KHU�VLVWHU�DQG�IDWKHU��,Q������VKH�EHFDPH�WKH�ğUVW�OLFHQVHG�
female watchmaker in the Netherlands. In 1942 a well-dressed 

Jewish woman came to her home with a suitcase in hand and 

told them German authorities had visited her. She was afraid 

to go back. The ten Boom’s believed God was calling them to 

help. They invited her to stay with them. The family began hiding 

Jewish refugees in their home and saved many lives. Eventually, 

Corrie and her family were arrested and placed in a concentra-

WLRQ�FDPS��+HU�IDWKHU�DQG�VLVWHU�GLHG�WKHUH��EXW�&RUULH�ZDV�ğQDOO\�
released after ten months. She later found out her release was 

the result of a clerical error. She said, “God doesn’t have prob-

lems—only plans.” 

I think Obadiah understood that. God had a plan when he placed 

him in that dark place. His calling to work undercover for God 

within an evil regime allowed him to make a difference. If he 

was a prophet like Elijah he couldn’t have done that. And when 

push came to shove he was willing to take a great risk; a risk that 



took faith and courage. He was a good man in a hard place who 

did the right thing when it mattered most. God has placed us 

where we are for a purpose. Are we willing to trust him and take 

a risk when the opportunity presents itself? 

6R�$KDE�VHQGV�2EDGLDK�RQ�D�PLVVLRQ�WR�ğQG�JUDVV�IRU�KLV�DQLPDOV��
I guess he’d been praying to Baal long enough; now he takes mat-

ters into his own hands. Obadiah goes one way and Ahab goes 

another. It’s revealing that while people are starving to death, 

and while the prophets of God are being murdered, Ahab is wor-

ried about his horses and mules! That’s probably because horses 

were at the heart of his national defense. But that’s the kind of 

man he was—more concerned with horses than people.  

Elijah Needed Obadiah, but Misunderstood Him
While Obadiah was searching for grass, he runs into none 

other than the prophet Elijah. How do you think these two 

ZRXOG�JHW�DORQJ"�/HWłV�SLFN�XS� WKH�VWRU\�DQG�VHH�ZKDW�KDS-

pens in verses 7–15.

As Obadiah was walking along, Elijah met him. 
Obadiah recognized him, bowed down to the 
ground, and said, “Is it really you, my lord Elijah?”

“Yes,” he replied. “Go tell your master, ‘Elijah is 
here.’”

“What have I done wrong,” asked Obadiah, “that 
you are handing your servant over to Ahab to be 
put to death? As surely as the Lord your God lives, 
there is not a nation or kingdom where my master 
has not sent someone to look for you. And when-
ever a nation or kingdom claimed you were not 
WKHUH�� KH� PDGH� WKHP� VZHDU� WKH\� FRXOG� QRW� ğQG�
you. But now you tell me to go to my master and 
say, ‘Elijah is here.’ I don’t know where the Spirit 
of the Lord may carry you when I leave you. If I go 
DQG�WHOO�$KDE�DQG�KH�GRHVQłW�ğQG�\RX��KH�ZLOO�NLOO�
me. Yet I your servant have worshiped the Lord 
VLQFH�P\�\RXWK�b+DYHQłW�\RX�KHDUG��P\�ORUG��ZKDW�
I did while Jezebel was killing the prophets of the 
Lord? I hid a hundred of the Lord’s prophets in two 
FDYHV��ğIW\� LQ�HDFK��DQG�VXSSOLHG�WKHP�ZLWK�IRRG�
and water. And now you tell me to go to my master 
DQG�VD\��Ł(OLMDK�LV�KHUH�ł�+H�ZLOO�NLOO�PH�ń

Elijah said, “As the Lord Almighty lives, whom I 
serve, I will surely present myself to Ahab today.”

7KHUHłV�D�ORW�RI�WHQVLRQ�LQ�WKLV�PHHWLQJ��<RX�JHW�WKH�IHHOLQJ�(OLMDK�
isn’t sure what to do with this guy. Elijah says to go tell your 

master, “Elijah is here.” It seems Elijah wants to pigeonhole 

Obadiah as Ahab’s servant, but Obadiah sees himself differently. 

He bows down to Elijah and he calls himself Elijah’s servant in 

YHUVH����+H�DOVR�PDNHV�LW�FOHDU�WKDW�KH�ZRUVKLSV�WKH�/RUG�*RG�RI�
Israel, just as Elijah does. 

Elijah needs Obadiah to go back and arrange the meeting with 

Ahab. It’s clear Obadiah fears going back to Ahab with news he’s 

found Elijah. This could cost him his life. Ahab had an APB out 

on Elijah for three years. Obadiah’s thinking, “And now you want 

PH�WR�WHOO�$KDE�,�IRXQG�\RX��DQG�\RX�ZDQW�WR�VHH�KLP"�<RX�KDYH�D�
habit of disappearing, Elijah. Where have you been the last three 

years? What if the Spirit of God just wisps you away again and 

I’m left with my pants down? And by the way, haven’t you heard 

KRZ� ,łYH�ZRUVKLSSHG� WKH� /RUG� VLQFH�P\� \RXWK� DQG� KDYH� EHHQ�
KLGLQJ�WKH�/RUGłV�SURSKHWV�IURP�-H]HEHO"�:K\�ZRXOG�\RX�ZDQW�
WR�JHW�PH�NLOOHG"�,�ORYH�WKH�/RUG�MXVW�OLNH�\RX�GR�ń��

(OLMDK�UHDVVXUHV�KLP��Ń$V�WKH�/RUG�$OPLJKW\�OLYHV��ZKRP�,�VHUYH��
I will surely present myself to Ahab today.” The brevity of his 

words are in stark contrast to Obadiah’s rather lengthy speech, 

and it hints at the difference between these two men. Obadiah 

is a God-fearing man who lives in the complexities of the real 

world. Some have criticized him for being afraid, but he’s already 

shown he’s willing to die for what he believes; he just doesn’t 

want to die for no reason at all. Elijah, on the other hand, is the 

ğHUFHO\� LQGHSHQGHQW�VHUYDQW�RI�*RG�ZKR�ZRQłW�EDFN�GRZQ�IRU�
anyone, and he can’t understand why anyone would. 

It’s helpful to think of how Elijah felt. Imagine yourself in his 

VKRHV��*RG�KDV�FDOOHG�\RX�WR�FRQIURQW�HYLO��<RX�IHHO�DOO�DORQH�LQ�
this and now here’s a guy who is supposed to be your ally, and 

\RX�ğQG�RXW�KHłV�ZRUNLQJ�IRU�WKH�NLQJ�ZKRłV�RXW�WR�GHVWUR\�\RX��
If you’re Elijah you want to say to Obadiah, “What are you doing 

working in that palace? How can you possibly serve a king who’s 

done so much evil?”

Spurgeon wrote, “I suspect Elijah didn’t think very much of 

Obadiah. He doesn’t treat him with any great consideration, 

but addresses him more sharply than one would expect from a 

fellow-believer. Elijah was the man of action—bold, always to 

the front, with nothing to conceal; Obadiah was a quiet believer, 

WUXH�DQG�VWHDGIDVW��EXW�LQ�D�YHU\�GLIğFXOW�SRVLWLRQ��DQG�WKHUHIRUH�
driven to perform his duty in a less open manner. His faith in the 

/RUG�VZD\HG�KLV�OLIH��EXW�GLGQłW�GULYH�KLP�RXW�RI�WKH�FRXUW�ń

That makes good sense to me. I wonder if sometimes our de-

sire to judge other believers stems not from spiritual insight but 

from differences in personality and callings. God gave these men 

different temperaments and different callings, yet they’re on the 

same side.

/RRN�DW�LW�WKLV�ZD\��,Q�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�WKH�/RUG�XVHV�SURSKHWV��
SULHVWV�DQG�SROLWLFLDQV��NLQJV���3URSKHWV�DUH�FDOOHG�E\�*RG�WR�VSHDN�
the hard truth. They condemn sin and call people to righteous-

ness. Priests are called to comfort hurting people and intercede 

for them before God. Politicians are called to lead and negotiate 

DQG�ğQG�ZD\V� WR�DSSO\�*RGłV� WUXWK� LQ� WKH�UHDO�ZRUOG��&RQVLGHU�
KRZ�WKHVH�WKUHH�FDOOLQJV�PLJKW�DSSURDFK�D�GLIğFXOW�PRUDO�LVVXH�
like abortion. The prophet will denounce it. The priest will min-

LVWHU�WR�WKRVH�KXUW�E\�LW��$QG�WKH�SROLWLFLDQ�ZLOO�WU\�WR�ğJXUH�RXW�
KRZ�WR�EULQJ�*RGłV�WUXWK�WR�EHDU�LQ�WKH�UHDO�ZRUOG��0\�H[SHULHQFH�
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is prophets rarely appreciate priests, and priests don’t appreciate 

prophets, and neither appreciates politicians! Prophets often 

look at priests as soft and weak, while priests see prophets as 

harsh and uncaring. They both see politicians as compromised. 

%XW�DOO�WKUHH�DUH�FDOOHG�E\�WKH�/RUG�DQG�KDYH�LPSRUWDQW�MREV�WR�
do.

It would be simplistic to say, “Can’t we all just get along?” But if 

we can’t always work together, at least we can hold our convic-

tions in love, understanding not everyone is called to do what 

we’re called to do. Paul says in Romans 14:4, “Who are you to 

condemn someone else’s servants? Their own master will judge 

whether they stand or fall. And with the Lord’s help, they will 

stand and receive his approval.” 

Elijah should have been comforted to know there were others 

ZKR�KDG�QRW�FDYHG�LQWR�%DDO�ZRUVKLS��/DWHU�LQ�FKDSWHU����KHłOO�
FRPSODLQ� WR� WKH�/RUG�KHłV� WKH�RQO\�RQH� OHIW�ZKR�ZRUVKLSV� WKH�
/RUG��EXW�WKDWłV�QRW�WUXH��+H�IRUJRW�DERXW�2EDGLDK�DQG�WKRVH�����
prophets he had saved. Elijah needed Obadiah whether he knew 

it or not. It was Obadiah who paved the way for the prophet to 

meet the king again.  

And so it was that Obadiah took another risky step of faith and 

UHWXUQHG�WR�$KDE��/RRN�DW�YHUVH����

So Obadiah went to meet Ahab and told him, and 
Ahab went to meet Elijah.

We’ll see what happens next time when the two get together, 

but for now let’s just stop there.  

God’s servants are found in some of the most surprising places. 

When I say that I can’t help but think of Jesus Christ. The Bible 

VD\V� WKH�HWHUQDO�:RUG�EHFDPH�ĠHVK�DQG�GZHOW�DPRQJ�XV��/LNH�
Obadiah, he didn’t confront sin from the outside; he became one 

RI�XV�DQG�ZRUNHG�IURP�ZLWKLQ��/LNH�2EDGLDK��KH�ZDV�PLVXQGHU-
VWRRG��/LNH�2EDGLDK��KH�UHVFXHG�PDQ\��+H�GLGQłW�MXVW�SXW�KLV�OLIH�
on the line; he gave up his life; he even bore the burden of our sin 

through his own death. 

If you’re trying to serve God in a dark place and juggle your com-

mitment to God and your obligation to your superiors, Jesus said 

some things to help you. First, he said, “No one can serve two 

masters” �0DWWKHZ��������6R�\RX�KDYH�WR�GHFLGH�XS�IURQW��Ń,�KDYH�
RQO\�RQH�0DVWHU��,�FDQłW�KDYH�WZR��-HVXV�LV�P\�/RUG��+H�FDOOV�WKH�
shots. I won’t disobey a direct charge from him. If there are con-

sequences, so be it.”

But he also said a second thing. He said, “Give to Caesar what be-

longs to Caesar, and give to God what belongs to God”��0DWWKHZ�
��������+DYLQJ�GHFLGHG�ZH�KDYH�RQO\�RQH�0DVWHU��WKHUHłV�DQRWKHU�
responsibility we have—to Caesar. We have responsibilities to 

the job we work at, and we have responsibilities to the laws of 

our land. As God’s servant, not juggling two masters, we still 

need to live out our life making hard decisions about what’s right 

and wrong.

When I was in seminary, I worked as a waiter. It wasn’t the 

greatest job in the world, but it helped support my wife and 

daughter. There were a lot of things that went on in the restau-

rant I worked in that were wrong and hard to be around. I served 

alcohol to those who drank too much. I served food to those who 

ate too much. I helped create a romantic atmosphere for couples 

that had no business being together. But I pretty much kept my 

mouth shut and did my job. I suppose there are some followers 

of Christ who’d never work at a place like that, and would judge 

someone like me who did. But I needed the job and tried to make 

a difference. But one day my boss came to me and told me to 

stop claiming all my tips as income because if my reported tips 

were always much more than the others the IRS would catch 

on that they were lying. I was putting them in jeopardy of being 

busted. I told him I couldn’t lie, and if I had to lie to keep my job, 

KHłG�KDYH�WR�ğQG�DQRWKHU�ZDLWHU��+H�GLGQłW�OLNH�WKDW��EXW�KH�NQHZ�
I was a hard worker and he never brought it up again. 

God’s servants are found in some of the most surprising places. 

If that’s you, don’t forget you have only one master, and he’s 

placed you where you are for a purpose. Others may not un-

derstand, but he does. He’s been there. If that’s not you, try to 

refrain from judging your brother or sister. Give them the ben-

HğW�RI�WKH�GRXEW��<RX�PD\�QRW�NQRZ�WKLV��EXW�\RX�QHHG�WKHP�DV�
much as they need you. 

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


