
How come when bad things happen we love to blame others? 
Just the other night we were at our house eating dinner at the 
kitchen table. Charity got Leah, our youngest daughter, a glass of 
juice to drink. To set the scene: like many 3-year-olds Leah snuck 
a toy to the table that night. I was sitting directly across from her 
watching the entire event unfold. As Leah moved her toy from 
one side of the table to the other, I had a front row seat to see the 
DSSOH�MXLFH�VSLOOLQJ�DOO�RYHU�WKH�ĠRRU��

1RZ�,�GLGQłW�VD\�DQ\WKLQJ�EXW�P\�ğUVW�WKRXJKW�ZDV��Ń:KDW�ZDV�
my wife thinking giving Leah a cup of juice?”  In my mind it was 
Charity’s fault that Leah spilled her juice. It wasn’t Leah’s fault 
for breaking our family rule and bringing her toy to the table. It 
wasn’t Leah’s fault for not paying attention; no, it was my wife’s 
fault for giving her such a full cup! How come I blamed my wife 
for my daughter’s actions?

The blame game has been going on for years; it shouldn’t shock 
us we love to blame others. It started with Adam and Eve in the 
garden of Eden. Adam and Eve had a unique relationship with 
God and then one day they ate the forbidden fruit. God ques-
tions Adam about what happened and immediately Adam points 
KLV�ğQJHU�DW�(YH��VD\LQJ��Ń7KH�ZRPDQ�\RX�JDYH�PH�GLG�LW�ń��7KH�
start of the blame game. In our E100 reading last week we saw 
Joseph’s brothers blame their actions on a wild animal; lying to 
their father about the plight of their young brother. 

My internal response to my daughter spilling her juice is the 
ZD\�PDQ\�RI�XV�UHVSRQG�WR�*RG�ZKHQ�EDG�WKLQJV�KDSSHQ��:KHQ�
we encounter problems and we can’t handle the pain, we defer 
responsibility, making it someone else’s problem in an attempt 
WR�PDNH�RXUVHOYHV�IHHO�EHWWHU��:KHQ�ZDV�WKH�ODVW�WLPH�\RX�HQ-
FRXQWHUHG�D�GLIğFXOW�VLWXDWLRQ�DQG�\RXU�NQHH�MHUN�UHVSRQVH�ZDV�
WR�VKLIW�WKH�EODPH�WR�VRPHRQH�HOVH"�:KHQ�ZDV�WKH�ODVW�WLPH�\RX�
HQFRXQWHUHG�DQ�H[WUHPHO\�GLIğFXOW�VLWXDWLRQ�DQG�IRXQG�\RXUVHOI�
blaming God for your trial instead of seeking Him in your pain? 
Open your Bible to 1 Kings 17 and let’s see what happens when 
(OLMDK�ğQGV�KLPVHOI�EHLQJ�EODPHG�

The Blame Game
Our story begins in 1 Kings 17:17 with these simple words: 
“Some time later...”  meaning we need a quick recap on what’s 
already happened. God called Elijah, a normal man, to confront 
King Ahab on his actions. The King of Israel, Ahab, had married 
Jezebel and followed the immoral ways of Baal worship. After 
confronting Ahab, Elijah heads to the Kerith Ravine where he is 

fed by ravens and drinks from the brook. Once the brook dries 
up God leads him to a pagan nation to live in the home of a 
ZLGRZ�ZKHUH�*RG�GDLO\� SURYLGHV� IRU� KLP�� JLYLQJ� ĠRXU� DQG� RLO�
to make bread. Elijah has already encountered a few different 
seasons in his soul and he’s about to enter a new season and a 
new opportunity to exercise his faith. 

:H�WKLQN�(OLMDK�KDV�EHHQ� OLYLQJ� LQ� WKH�KRPH�RI� WKLV�ZLGRZ�IRU�
DOPRVW�WZR�\HDUV��KHQFH�WKH�ZRUGV�ŃVRPH�WLPH�ODWHU�ń

Some time later the son of the woman who owned 
the house became ill. He grew worse and worse, 
DQG�ğQDOO\� VWRSSHG�EUHDWKLQJ�� 6KH� VDLG� WR� (OLMDK��
Ń:KDW�GR�\RX�KDYH�DJDLQVW�PH��PDQ�RI�*RG"�'LG�
\RX�FRPH�WR�UHPLQG�PH�RI�P\�VLQ�DQG�NLOO�P\�VRQ"ń�
(1 Kings 17:17–18).

At some point during Elijah’s stay the widow’s boy becomes ill 
DQG�HYHQWXDOO\�VWRSV�EUHDWKLQJ��,Q�WKH�+HEUHZ�LW�VD\V�ŃVWRSSHG�
EUHDWKLQJ�ń�,Q�(QJOLVK�ZH�ZRXOG�VD\�ŃKH�GLHG�ń�6R�*RG�KDV�EHHQ�
faithfully providing just enough food for this widow and her son 
during the drought and now the boy dies.

3XW�\RXUVHOI�LQ�WKH�VKRHV�RI�WKH�ZLGRZ�IRU�D�PLQXWH��6KH�DOUHDG\�
lost her husband, the father of her child. It’s highly likely this is 
her only son and possibly could be her only living family member. 
In addition to loosing her son she just lost her only hope of being 
FDUHG�IRU�LQ�KHU�ROG�DJH��6KH�GRHVQłW�KDYH�D�5RWK�,5$�RU�D�6RFLDO�
6HFXULW\�FKHFN�FRPLQJ�WR�KHU�KRXVH�HYHU\�PRQWK��6KH�MXVW�ORVW�
her son and tied to the loss, she loses the hope of being taken 
care of when she becomes elderly. There’s a reason James writes 
to us in the New Testament to make sure we take care of orphans 
and widows because they’ve lost the hope of relatives taking care 
of them; they need the local church (James 1:27). 

I don’t imagine the widow calmly blamed Elijah. No, it’s more 
RI�DQ�HSLF�EORZ�RXW�ğJKW�ZLWK�KHU�\HOOLQJ�DW�KLP�WKURXJK�WHDUV�
and distress. In an emotionally charged encounter I imagine her 
walking out of her son’s room in shock carrying his lifeless body. 
7HDUV�DUH�VWUHDPLQJ�GRZQ�KHU�IDFH�DQG�KHU�VSHHFK�LV�GLIğFXOW�WR�
understand through her screaming. All her hope in this life is lost 
and Elijah is the one to blame; ultimately blaming Elijah’s God. 
:HłYH�DOO�EHHQ�LQ�VLWXDWLRQV�ZKHUH�ZH�EODPHG�VRPHRQH�IRU�RXU�
suffering and said things we didn’t mean, so understanding her 
loss makes the story all the harder to hear. This is more than a 
story penned on pages in ink; this is the real life pain of a hope-
less mother. 
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As a pastor I’ve been given the opportunity to see some amazing 
things and be a part of joyous family moments. As a pastor I’ve 
also had a front row seat to the pain, suffering and death families 
HQFRXQWHU��%HLQJ�D�6WXGHQW�0LQLVWULHV�3DVWRU�IRU�DOPRVW�D�GHFDGH�
WKH�ZHLJKW� RI� GHDWK� LV� LQWHQVLğHG�ZKHQ�D�PLQRU�SDVVHG� DZD\��
Thankfully I haven’t had to do many funerals for kids but I’ll 
never forget attending Drew’s funeral. Drew was a sophomore 
in high school who suddenly and unexpectedly died near the end 
RI�WKH�VFKRRO�\HDU��,�ZDVQłW�RIğFLDWLQJ�DW�WKH�IXQHUDO�EXW�DWWHQGHG�
to support many of my students who knew Drew. As I waited 
in the lobby, the hearse pulled up and his casket was wheeled 
into the church. I’ll never forget the sight of his mom throwing 
herself on the casket. To this day I can still hear her wailing and 
sobbing uncontrollably at the loss of her only son; it rocked me 
as a young father. Through all the emotions I was experiencing I 
had to remain calm because I was there to help my students, and 
if I was a mess I would be no help at all. 

Elijah’s Gentleness
Just like I needed to remain calm in the church that afternoon, 
Elijah needed to remain calm in his home. If Elijah were to freak 
RXW�LW�ZRXOGQłW�KHOS�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�RQH�ELW��6R�KRZ�GRHV�D�SURSKHW�
respond to suffering?

Ń*LYH�PH� \RXU� VRQ�ń� (OLMDK� UHSOLHG�� +H� WRRN� KLP�
IURP� KHU� DUPV�� FDUULHG� KLP� WR� WKH� XSSHU� URRP�
ZKHUH� KH� ZDV� VWD\LQJ�� DQG� ODLG� KLP� RQ� KLV� EHG��
7KHQ�KH�FULHG�RXW�WR�WKH�/RUG��Ń/RUG�P\�*RG��KDYH�
\RX� EURXJKW� WUDJHG\� HYHQ� RQ� WKLV� ZLGRZ� ,� DP�
VWD\LQJ�ZLWK��E\�FDXVLQJ�KHU�VRQ�WR�GLH"ń�7KHQ�KH�
VWUHWFKHG�KLPVHOI�RXW�RQ�WKH�ER\�WKUHH�WLPHV�DQG�
FULHG�RXW�WR�WKH�/RUG��Ń/RUG�P\�*RG��OHW�WKLV�ER\łV�
OLIH�UHWXUQ�WR�KLP�ń

7KH�/RUG�KHDUG�(OLMDKłV� FU\��DQG� WKH�ER\łV� OLIH� UH-
WXUQHG�WR�KLP��DQG�KH�OLYHG��YHUVHV���ŋ����

Elijah has been in training here in Zarephath preparing in this 
season God has him in. Elijah’s response is an example of what 
God had been doing in his life—teaching him lessons in gentle-
QHVV��,�ORYH�ZKDW�&KDUOHV�6ZLQGROO�VD\V�LQ�UHIHUHQFH�WR�(OLMDKłV�UH-
VSRQVH��Ń7KHUH�WKH�ZRPDQ�VWDQGV��KROGLQJ�WKH�OLPS��OLIHOHVV�ERG\�
of her only child. Her world has come crashing down, suddenly 
and unexpectedly. And Elijah simply says: ‘Give him to me’... He 
simply asks her to place her burden in his arms.”  

It was impossible for Elijah to believe God would daily provide 
the right amount of food for this family only to allow the boy 
to die from an unknown illness. In full gentleness Elijah bears 
the widow’s burden and carries the lifeless body upstairs to his 
URRP��,WłV�LQWULJXLQJ�(OLMDK�FDUULHV�KLP�XS�WR�KLV�EHGURRP��:KDWłV�
VR�VSHFLDO�DERXW�WKLV�URRP"�6RPH�SHRSOH�WKLQN�WKLV�LV�WKH�SODFH�
where Elijah spent hours with the Lord; this is the room where 
God was preparing the heart of the prophet for his ministry. This 
is the room where Elijah spent hours in prayer with his Lord; the 

URRP�ZKHUH�(OLMDK�PHGLWDWHG�RQ�6FULSWXUH�DQG�VRXJKW�WKH�IDFH�RI�
The Lord. Elijah knew if he was going to get God involved in this 
situation he needed to go where he met with God. Do you have 
a place like this in your home? Do you have a place where you go 
to meet with God? A place you run to and cry out to God when 
tragedy strikes? A place where you sit to meet with God, a place 
where you read His word and a place where you sit to listen to 
*RGłV�YRLFH"�,I�\RX�GRQłW��,�HQFRXUDJH�\RX�WR�ğQG�D�SODFH�OLNH�WKLV��
a place to meet with God. 

:KLOH� (OLMDK� UHPDLQHG� FDOP� EHIRUH� WKH�ZLGRZ� GRZQVWDLUV� KLV�
demeanor changes when he enters his room. It’s in the privacy 
RI�KLV�URRP�ZKHUH�(OLMDK�KDV�WKH�EROGQHVV�WR�DVN�*RG�WKH�GLIğFXOW�
questions about the family he’s staying with. This morning you 
PD\�EH�IDFLQJ�D�GLIğFXOW�VLWXDWLRQ�RU�ğQG�\RXUVHOI�LQ�WKH�PLGVW�RI�
suffering. Do you know that God is big enough to handle your 
questions? Do you know that it’s ok to ask God the tough ques-
tions you’re struggling with? Asking these questions provides 
an opportunity for your faith to grow and for God to continue 
VKDSLQJ�\RX�LQWR�WKH�SHUVRQ�+H�NQRZV�\RX�FDQ�EH���:KHQ�\RX�DVN�
the tough questions you must be prepared for God’s response. 

Going back to Elijah, you have to understand the situation Elijah 
placed himself in here. In Leviticus we read about rules for priests 
or for the men of God. Leviticus 21 tells us it was forbidden for 
a man of God to even be around a dead body, let alone touch a 
dead body. It was unfathomable that a man of God would carry 
the dead body of a pagan boy and place him on the bed. Elijah 
is willfully making himself unclean; breaking all the rules here, 
showing the love of God and demonstrating God’s compassion 
for all people.

Elijah then stretches himself out over the boy’s dead body three 
WLPHV�DQG�SUD\V�D�VLPSOH�\HW�SRZHUIXO�SUD\HU��Ń/RUG�P\�*RG��OHW�
WKLV�ER\łV�OLIH�UHWXUQ�WR�KLP�ń��:KDW�D�SUD\HU�RI�IDLWK���2QH�QLJKW�
in Bible College we began talking in class about faith. Our pro-
fessor was talking about the Apostle Paul and his leadership in 
&RULQWK��6RPHKRZ�WKH�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�WXUQHG�WR�IDLWK�DQG�DW�RQH�
SRLQW�P\�SURIHVVRU�SRVHG�WKH�TXHVWLRQ��Ń+RZ�GR�\RX�VSHOO�IDLWK"ń��
After asking the question I wanted to raise my hand and say F-A-
I-T-H but he turned around and wrote his answer on the white 
ERDUG�RQH� OHWWHU� DW� D� WLPH��5�,�6�.�� -XVW�EHFDXVH�P\�SURIHVVRU�
gave the example doesn’t mean it’s always true. Faith isn’t always 
VSHOOHG�5�,�6�.�DQG�HYHU\�ULVN�LVQłW�DQ�DFW�RI�)�$�,�7�+�EXW�WKHUH�LV�
DQ�HOHPHQW�RI�ULVN�KHUH�LQ�(OLMDKłV�IDLWK�ğOOHG�SUD\HU�

That year in Zarephath God had been growing Elijah’s faith and 
it was time for it to be exercised. You may be wondering why 
Elijah stretched himself over the boy three times. The truth is we 
don’t exactly know why he stretched himself over the dead body 
WKUHH�WLPHV�GXULQJ�WKLV�SUD\HU��6RPH�VFKRODUV�WKLQN�LW�PLJKW�EH�
a foreshadowing of Jesus raising from the dead after spending 
three days in the grave and another scholar thinks God may have 



spoken this to Elijah while he was praying. It could have been 
Elijah praying over the boy, seeing no change and stretching 
himself over the lifeless body again in prayer until his life was 
restored. Elijah had faith God would heal him and this motivated 
his prayer. Elijah knew if God was able to intervene from heaven 
DQG�ğOO�WKH�MDU�ZLWK�RLO�DQG�ĠRXU��*RG�PXVW�EH�DEOH�WR�UHVWRUH�OLIH�
to the boy. Elijah models an important lesson for us here:  trust 
in God’s faithfulness, especially in your suffering.

This is a risky prayer. Elijah is going out on a limb here by asking 
God to do something no one has seen before. Elijah didn’t have 
a copy of the New Testament but the words of Jesus ring true 
in this instance. “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you 
ZLOO�ğQG��NQRFN�DQG�WKH�GRRU�ZLOO�EH�RSHQHG�WR�\RXń (Matthew 
7:7). Even though Elijah had no previous record of someone’s life 
being restored to them after dying he had the faith to ask God to 
do something miraculous.

Evidence God Listens  
You’re probably wondering how the story ends. Let’s read verses 
22–24.

7KH�/RUG�KHDUG�(OLMDKłV� FU\��DQG� WKH�ER\łV� OLIH� UH-
WXUQHG�WR�KLP��DQG�KH� OLYHG��(OLMDK�SLFNHG�XS�WKH�
child and carried him down from the room into 
WKH� KRXVH�� +H� JDYH� KLP� WR� KLV�PRWKHU� DQG� VDLG��
Ń/RRN��\RXU�VRQ�LV�DOLYH�ń

7KHQ�WKH�ZRPDQ�VDLG�WR�(OLMDK��Ń1RZ�,�NQRZ�WKDW�
\RX�DUH�D�PDQ�RI�*RG�DQG�WKDW�WKH�ZRUG�RI�WKH�/RUG�
IURP�\RXU�PRXWK�LV�WKH�WUXWK�ń

7KLV�LV�WKH�ğUVW�DFFRXQW�ZH�KDYH�LQ�6FULSWXUH�RI�VRPHRQH�EHLQJ�
UDLVHG�IURP�WKH�GHDG��:H�KDYH�HYLGHQFH��ULJKW�KHUH��WKDW�*RG�OLV-
tens to our prayers when we cry out to Him. As Meyer observed: 
Ń7KH�PLJKW\�JUHDW�FDUHV�DERXW�WKH�PLJKW\�VPDOO�ń��(OLMDK�WDNHV�WKH�
boy, calmly walks downstairs and hands him back to his mother 
ZLWK�D�VLPSOH��\HW�SRZHUIXO��VWDWHPHQW��Ń/RRN��\RXU�VRQ�LV�DOLYH�ń��
The widow started out blaming God for her son dying and now 
VKH� LV� FRQIHVVLQJ� *RG� LV� WUXWK�� :KDW� EHWWHU� UHVSRQVH� IURP� D�
mother could we expect?

Do you see the humility of Elijah in this story? Elijah doesn’t 
FRPH�GRZQ�IURP�WKH�URRP�DQG�VD\�� Ń7KDQNIXOO\� ,�ZDV�KHUH� WR�
SUD\�IRU�KLP�RU�HOVH�KH�ZRXOG�VWLOO�EH�GHDGń�RU�Ń/RRN�ZKDW�,�GLG���
The boy is alive.”  Elijah makes no attempts to take the credit for 
himself. Instead he makes sure all the glory for restoring life goes 
to God. Elijah wants credit to go where credit is due and credit is 
attributed to the Lord in this story. 

It’s important to understand the pagan culture of the time pe-
riod and the local deities of Phoenicia. The people of Phoenicia 
worshipped Baal, the same Baal Jezebel had introduced in Israel. 
Baal was supposedly the god of rain and fertility but Ancient 
Near Eastern thought tells us Baal had to submit to a greater 
JRG��RQH�QDPHG�Ń0RW�ń�0RW�ZDV�WKH�JRG�RI�GHDWK�DQG�DW�WLPHV�

Mot would require Baal to submit to him for a period of time. 
The people in Phoenicia thought this was one of those periods of 
WLPH��:KHQ�WKH�ZLGRZ�KROGV�KHU�VRQłV�ZDUP�ERG\�DJDLQVW�KHU�
chest she knows the God of Israel is the true, living, active God. 
This God does not submit to Baal or Mot and she is convinced of 
WKH�WUXWK�(OLMDK�KDV�EHHQ�OLYLQJ�RXW�LQ�KHU�KRPH��,DLQ�:��3URYDQ�
SXWV� LW� OLNH� WKLV�� Ń,Q�RQH�VHQVH�VKH�DOUHDG\�EHOLHYHG� LW��EXW�QRZ�
that she has seen death transformed into life, she knows it.”

It’s easy for us to see how important this day was for the widow 
and how obvious the power of God working through Elijah was. 
:KHQ�\RX�WDNH�LQWR�DFFRXQW�WKH�FXOWXUH�RI�3KRHQLFLD�DQG�IDFWRU�
in God’s power over death it takes the strength of God to another 
level. This story gives hope to a hopeless woman and is a bold 
statement of God’s power. It reveals God is not a distant God 
who is uninterested in the daily lives of mankind but a God who 
cares about us. This morning you may be wondering if God is lis-
tening to the prayers you’ve laid before Him; this story is a strong 
UHPLQGHU�WKDW�*RG�OLVWHQV��:H�FDQ�NQRZ�DOO�RI�WKLV�EXW�\RX�PD\�
still be wondering: How does this story apply to my life?

As we close this chapter in 1 Kings, we’ve seen God at work in 
PDUYHORXV� ZD\V�� ZLWK� DQ� RYHUDUFKLQJ� WKHPH� KHUH� EHLQJ� Ń7KH�
:RUG�RI�7KH�/RUG�ń�$V�ZH�ZUDS�XS�WKH�PHVVDJH�OHWłV�ORRN�DW�IRXU�
different lessons we’ve seen from Elijah and apply them to our 
OLYHV�DV�ZH�IROORZ�&KULVW�RQ�WKH�3HQLQVXOD��7KH�ğUVW�OHVVRQ�RI�IDLWK�
we learn from Elijah is: Elijah rested in his position. As you’re in 
the place God has you, UHVW�LQ�\RXU�SRVLWLRQ trusting God to pro-
YLGH�DOO�\RXU�QHHGV��:KHQ�*RG�FDOOHG�(OLMDK�WR�D�IRUHLJQ�FRXQWU\�
where he had no debit card to buy food, no money to pay rent, or 
any friends, he didn’t freak out. Elijah rested in his position and 
trusted God in this season of his soul. 

1H[W��(OLMDK�UHPDLQHG�FDOP��:KHQ�(OLMDK�FRXOG�KDYH�IUHDNHG�RXW��
lashed out or joined in the blame game he chose to remain calm 
and humble in the position God put him in. The next time you 
ğQG�\RXUVHOI� LQ�D�SODFH�WKDW�FRXOG�VKDNH�\RXU�IDLWK�WDNH�D�SDJH�
from Elijah’s playbook and remain calm��:H�DOO�HQFRXQWHU�VLWX-
ations, maybe on a daily basis, that are going to test our patience 
DQG�KXPLOLW\��:KHQ�ZH�HQFRXQWHU�WKHVH�VLWXDWLRQV�LWłV�D�FKDQFH�
to remain calm. Take, for example, the next time you’re driving 
and someone cuts you off. If your natural response is to raise 
your voice use this as an opportunity to remain calm; your wife 
will thank you for your humble response in front of the kids. 

:KHQ�\RX�UHPDLQ�FDOP�LWłV�UHDOO\�\RX�VD\LQJ�,�WUXVW�*RG��HYHQ�
LI�DOO�KRSH�LV�ORVW. Elijah prayed a risky prayer and took a huge 
step of faith trusting God to answer him in his time of need. No 
one in this room has stopped breathing right now; we are all 
SK\VLFDOO\�DOLYH��6RPH�LQ�WKLV�URRP��KRZHYHU��DUH�VSLULWXDOO\�GHDG��
6RPH�RI�\RX�DUH�OLNH�WKH�OLWWOH�ER\�LQ�\RXU�VSLULW��SK\VLFDOO\�\RX�
are breathing but spiritually you’re dead. You’re like the boy; you 



7KLV�PHVVDJH�IURP�6FULSWXUH�ZDV�SUHDFKHG�RQ�6XQGD\��)HEUXDU\���������DW�&HQWUDO�3HQLQVXOD�&KXUFK
�����6KHOO�%RXOHYDUG�_�)RVWHU�&LW\�&$�������_��������������_�ZZZ�FSFZHE�RUJ��$GGLWLRQDO�FRSLHV�DYDLODEOH�RQ�UHTXHVW�

 © 2014 Central Peninsula Church, Foster City, CA
Catalog  No. 1396–3FC  

have more life to live and God isn’t done with you. There is a 
reason you’re here this morning!  I invite you to turn your eyes to 
the Lord, and to trust God with your whole heart. You don’t need 
to pray a fancy prayer but a homespun prayer like Elijah. A prayer 
addressing God in a personal way where you cry out to Him and 
share what’s on your heart. A simple prayer of repentance, con-
fessing you’re going to trust Him. 

Trusting God is going to look different for every single one of 
us. For those of you who’ve already trusted God with your life, I 
invite you to trust God in new ways. This could be trusting God 
WR�SHQHWUDWH�QHZ�DUHDV�LQ�\RXU�OLIH��DUHDV�\RXłYH�OHIW�ŃRII�OLPLWVń�
until now. You’re living but there are dead spots in your soul, 
DUHDV�\RXłYH�GHHPHG�ŃRII�OLPLWVń�WR�*RG��7KLV�FRXOG�ORRN�OLNH�PRUH�
time in the secret place with God, praying homespun prayers. In 
these prayers you’re trusting God to impact those areas of im-
SDWLHQFH�� MR\OHVVQHVV��SULGH�� VHOğVKQHVV��ELWWHUQHVV�RU� WKH�JUHHG�
you’ve concealed. This means addressing the burden you’ve been 
carrying and exercising the faith God has been growing in you. 
This morning I invite you to remain in the season God has you in, 

to continue to learn the lessons God is teaching you and to trust 
Him more in this season. 

7KH�ğQDO� OHVVRQ�ZH�OHDUQ� LV�(OLMDK�JDYH�*RG�WKH�JORU\��:KHQ�LW�
would have been easy to point the spotlight on himself, Elijah 
turned the focus to God. I want to encourage all of us to ORRN�IRU�
RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�JLYH�*RG�WKH�JORU\. Look for opportunities at 
home, at the store, in your job and at the gym to give God the 
glory. As we work together to give God the glory for His working 
in our lives, it’s going to make space for those around us to see 
God. The coolest part about this is, this is exactly what Vision 
2020 is about. It’s about God using CPC to do amazing things on 
the Peninsula and when these opportunities arise we get to give 
God all the glory.

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


