
It’s been said, “Spectacular achievement is always preceded by 

unspectacular preparation.” No one believed this more than 

5RDOG�$PXQGVHQ��,Q�������KH�EHFDPH�WKH�ğUVW�SHUVRQ�WR�OHDG�D�
successful expedition to the South Pole. He was famous for his 

commitment to prepare. In his late twenties, he traveled 2,000 

miles from Norway to Spain for a two-month sailing trip to earn 

D�PDVWHUłV�FHUWLğFDWH��7R�SUHSDUH��KH�URGH�KLV�ELNH�

He then experimented with eating raw dolphin meat to deter-

mine its usefulness as an energy supply. After all, he reasoned, 

VRPHGD\�KH�PLJKW�EH�VKLSZUHFNHG��ğQGLQJ�KLPVHOI�VXUURXQGHG�
E\�GROSKLQV��VR�KH�PLJKW�DV�ZHOO�NQRZ�LI�KH�FRXOG�HDW�RQH�

It was all part of building a foundation for his quest, training his 

ERG\�WR�OHDUQ�ZKDW�ZRUNHG��+H�HYHQ�PDGH�D�SLOJULPDJH�WR�DS-

SUHQWLFH�ZLWK�(VNLPRV��+H� OHDUQHG�KRZ�WKH\�XVHG�GRJV� WR�SXOO�
sleds and how they never hurried, moving slowly to avoid ex-

cessive sweat that could turn to ice in sub-zero temperatures. 

He prepared himself for every situation he might encounter en 

route to the Pole.

His philosophy: Don’t wait until you’re in an unexpected storm 

to discover you need more endurance. Don’t wait until you’re 

VKLSZUHFNHG�WR�GHWHUPLQH�LI�\RX�FDQ�HDW�UDZ�GROSKLQ��'RQłW�ZDLW�
XQWLO�\RXłUH�LQ�$QWDUFWLFD�WR�EHFRPH�D�VXSHUE�VNLHU�DQG�GRJ�KDQ-

dler. Prepare with intensity, so when conditions turn against you, 

you’re ready.

,� WKLQN�RI� VR�PDQ\�2O\PSLF� DWKOHWHV�ZKRłYH� VSHQW� WKH� ODVW� IRXU�
years preparing for what may be just a few minutes of competi-

WLRQ��7KH\�XQGHUVWDQG�ZKDW�$EH�/LQFROQ�VDLG��Ń*LYH�PH�VL[�KRXUV�WR�
FKRS�GRZQ�D�WUHH�DQG�,łOO�VSHQG�WKH�ğUVW�IRXU�VKDUSHQLQJ�WKH�D[H�ń�
$OO�RI�WKLV�EHJV�WKH�TXHVWLRQ��+RZ�GRHV�*RG�SUHSDUH�XV�VSLULWXDOO\"�

/DVW�ZHHN�ZH� EHJDQ� WR� ORRN� DW� WKH� SURSKHW� (OLMDK�� (OLMDK� OLYHG�
LQ� D� YHU\� GDUN� WLPH�� *RGłV� SHRSOH� ZHUH� GLYLGHG� LQWR� WZR� QD-

WLRQV��,VUDHO�WR�WKH�QRUWK�DQG�-XGDK�WR�WKH�VRXWK��7KH�QRUWKHUQ�
NLQJGRP�RI� ,VUDHO�KDG�EHHQ�RQ�D� VSLULWXDO�GHFOLQH� IRU�GHFDGHV��
7KH\�ZHUH� OHG� E\� WKH�PRVW� HYLO� FRXSOH� LPDJLQDEOH�� $KDE� DQG�
KLV�ZLIH�-H]HEHO��7KLV�FRXSOH�SOXQJHG�,VUDHO�LQWR�XQSUHFHGHQWHG�
sin and idolatry. Jezebel was from Phoenicia and a devoted fol-

ORZHU�RI�WKH�&DQDDQLWH�IHUWLOLW\�*RG��%DDO��,W�ZDVQłW�ORQJ�EHIRUH�
Ahab followed suit and even built a temple and an altar where 

%DDO�FRXOG�EH�ZRUVKLSSHG��%DDO�ZRUVKLS�UHSODFHG�WKH�ZRUVKLS�RI�
Yahweh as the state religion of Israel. 

,Q�WKH�PLGVW�RI�WKLV��*RG�FDOOHG�(OLMDK�WR�EH�KLV�VSRNHVPDQ��(OLMDK�
was a nobody from nowhere, but he barged into Ahab’s palace 

and announced there’d be no more rain in the next few years 

H[FHSW�E\�KLV�ZRUG��7KHUH�ZDV�D�NLQG�RI�EOXQW�IHDUOHVVQHVV�WR�WKLV�
guy. I can just imagine the adrenaline pumping through his body 

DV�KH�ZDONHG�RXW�RI�WKDW�SDODFH��+H�PXVW�KDYH�ZRQGHUHG��Ń2ND\��
*RG��ZKDWłV� QH[W"ń�2Q� WKH�RQH�KDQG��KH�PXVW�KDYH�KDG�JUHDW�
expectations. Maybe his pronouncement would result in Israel’s 

UHSHQWDQFH� DQG� UHWXUQ� WR�*RG��0D\EH�KHłG� HYHQ� EH� SURSHOOHG�
into the limelight and lead a national revival with sweeping re-

IRUPV��%XW��RQ�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��KH�PXVW�KDYH�VRPH�JUHDW�IHDUV�DV�
ZHOO��$KDE�ZDV�D�SRZHUIXO�PDQ��KLV�ZLIH�ZDV�ZRUVH��<RX�GLGQłW�
MXVW�EDUJH�LQWR�WKHLU�SDODFH�DQG�PDNH�DQ�DQQRXQFHPHQW�OLNH�WKDW�
DQG�VWUXW�DZD\��,Q�IDFW��ZH�NQRZ�IURP�FKDSWHU����WKDW�$KDE�SXW�D�
FRQWUDFW�RQ�(OLMDKłV�KHDG�DQG�-H]HEHO�EHJDQ�V\VWHPDWLFDOO\�NLOOLQJ�
RII�WKH�/RUGłV�SURSKHWV�

*RG�ZDVQłW�ğQLVKHG�ZLWK�(OLMDK��+H�VWLOO�KDG�D�ORW�RI�ZRUN�IRU�KLP�
WR�GR��%XW�IRU�QRZ�*RG�KDG�D�SODQ�IRU�KLP�,łP�VXUH�ZDV�D�VXU-
SULVH��*RG�ZRXOG�VSHQG�WKH�QH[W�������\HDUV�VSLULWXDOO\�SUHSDULQJ�
Elijah for even greater confrontations to come. He does that 

through leading Elijah to two different places; places I’m sure he 

QHYHU�H[SHFWHG�WR�JR��/HWłV�SLFN�XS�WKH�VWRU\�ULJKW�DIWHU�KLV�ZRUG�
to King Ahab.

Then the word of the Lord came to Elijah: “Leave 
here, turn eastward and hide in the Kerith Ravine, 
east of the Jordan. You will drink from the brook, 
and I have directed the ravens to supply you with 
food there.”

So he did what the Lord had told him. He went to 
the Kerith Ravine, east of the Jordan, and stayed 
there. The ravens brought him bread and meat in 
the morning and bread and meat in the evening, 
and he drank from the brook.

Some time later the brook dried up because there 
had been no rain in the land. Then the word of the 
Lord came to him: “Go at once to Zarephath in the 
region of Sidon and stay there. I have directed a 
widow there to supply you with food.” So he went 
to Zarephath. When he came to the town gate, a 
widow was there gathering sticks. He called to her 
and asked, “Would you bring me a little water in 
a jar so I may have a drink?” As she was going to 
get it, he called, “And bring me, please, a piece of 
bread.”

“As surely as the Lord your God lives,” she replied, 
Ń,�GRQłW�KDYH�DQ\�EUHDGŌRQO\�D�KDQGIXO�RI�ĠRXU�LQ�
a jar and a little olive oil in a jug. I am gathering a 

VHULHV��7KH�&URZQ�DQG�WKH�)LUH���
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few sticks to take home and make a meal for my-
self and my son, that we may eat it—and die.”

Elijah said to her, “Don’t be afraid. Go home and 
GR�DV�\RX�KDYH�VDLG��%XW�ğUVW�PDNH�D�VPDOO�ORDI�RI�
bread for me from what you have and bring it to 
me, and then make something for yourself and 
your son. For this is what the Lord, the God of 
,VUDHO��VD\V��Ł7KH�MDU�RI�ĠRXU�ZLOO�QRW�EH�XVHG�XS�DQG�
the jug of oil will not run dry until the day the Lord 
sends rain on the land.’”

She went away and did as Elijah had told her. So 
there was food every day for Elijah and for the 
ZRPDQ� DQG� KHU� IDPLO\�� )RU� WKH� MDU� RI� ĠRXU� ZDV�
not used up and the jug of oil did not run dry, in 
keeping with the word of the Lord spoken by Elijah.

Some time later the son of the woman who owned 
the house became ill. He grew worse and worse, 
DQG�ğQDOO\�VWRSSHG�EUHDWKLQJ����.LQJV�����ŋ����

The Pattern of Preparation
Again, we see here two strange places Elijah will spend the next 

������\HDUV��7KH�ğUVW�LV�WKH�.HULWK�5DYLQH��ZKLFK�ZH�PLJKW�FDOO�
(OLMDKłV�ERRW�FDPS��7KH�VHFRQG�LV�=DUHSKDWK��ZKLFK�ZDV�KLV�DG-

YDQFHG�WUDLQLQJ��%XW�LQ�HDFK�RI�WKHVH�VFHQHV�WKHUHłV�D�VLPLODU�SDW-
tern to the preparation.  

)LUVW�� LQ�HDFK�VFHQH� WKHUHłV�D� FRPPDQG�� ,Q�YHUVH��� WKH�ZRUG�RI�
WKH�/RUG�FRPHV�WR�(OLMDK�DQG�WHOOV�KLP�WR�OHDYH�DQG�JR�HDVW�DQG�
hide in the Kerith Ravine. And then, probably about a year later, 

WKH�ZRUG�RI�WKH�/RUG�FRPHV�WR�KLP�DJDLQ�DQG�FRPPDQGV�KLP�WR�
JR�WR�=DUHSKDWK�DQG�VWD\�WKHUH��7KH�ZRUG�RI�WKH�/RUG�SOD\V�D�YHU\�
prominent role in this story. It all began in verse 1 with Elijah de-

OLYHULQJ�WKH�ZRUG�RI�WKH�/RUG�WR�$KDE��7KHQ�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�VWRU\�
in verse 24, the widow says, “Now I know that you are a man of 
God and that the word of the Lord from your mouth is the truth.” 
,Q�EHWZHHQ��WKH�ZRUG�RI�WKH�/RUG�GHWHUPLQHV�(OLMDKłV�LWLQHUDU\��

Second, in each scene there’s a promise of provision. In both 

FDVHV� WKLV� SURYLVLRQ�ZRXOG� FRPH� IURP� DQ� XQOLNHO\� SODFH�� )LUVW��
*RG� SURPLVHV� (OLMDK� KHłG� GULQN� IURP� WKH� EURRN� DW� .HULWK� DQG�
UDYHQV�ZRXOG�EULQJ�KLP�EUHDG�DQG�PHDW��/DWHU��ZKHQ�*RG�FRP-

PDQGV�KLP� WR�JR� WR�=DUHSKDWK��*RG�SURPLVHV� WR�SURYLGH� IRRG�
WKURXJK�DQRWKHU�XQOLNHO\�VRXUFHŌD�ZLGRZ�

7KLUG��LQ�HDFK�VFHQH�WKHUHłV�DQ�REHGLHQW�UHVSRQVH��,Q�YHUVH���ZH�
read, “So he did what the Lord told him.” In verse 10, “So he went 
to Zarephath.” No questions. No procrastination. No arguments. 

Just obedience. We even see an obedient response in the widow. 

,Q�YHUVH����LW�VD\V��“So she went away and did as Elijah told her.” 

)LQDOO\�� LQ�HDFK�SODFH� WKHUHłV� IXOğOOPHQW�RI�*RGłV�SURPLVH��*RG�
comes through just as he said he would. In verse 6 the ravens 

bring him bread and meat in both the morning and the evening. 

*RVK��WKDWłV�HYHQ�EHWWHU�WKDQ�WKH�,VUDHOLWHV�KDG�LQ�WKH�ZLOGHUQHVV��
7KH\�MXVW�KDG�EUHDG�DQG�PHDW�LQ�WKH�PRUQLQJ�DQG�WKDW�KDG�WR�GR�
WKHP�IRU�DOO�GD\��(OLMDK�JHWV� IHG� WZLFH��$QG� WKHQ�� LQ�=DUHSKDWK�

(OLMDK�DQG�WKH�ZLGRZ�PDNH�ĠDSMDFNV�IURP�WKH�ERZO�RI�ĠRXU�DQG�
the jar of oil which don’t run dry “in keeping with the word of 
the Lord.”

The Purpose of Preparation
,WłV�REYLRXV�RQH�RI� WKH� WKLQJV�*RG�ZDV�GRLQJ�GXULQJ� WKLV� WLPH�
ZDV�NHHSLQJ�(OLMDK�VDIH��KLGLQJ�KLP�IURP�$KDE�DQG�-H]HEHO��7KLV�
ZDV� *RGłV�ZLWQHVV� SURWHFWLRQ� SURJUDP�� %XW� WKDWłV� QRW� DOO� *RG�
ZDV�GRLQJ��*RG�ZDV�GRLQJ�D�GHHS�ZRUN�RI�SUHSDUDWLRQ�LQ�(OLMDKłV�
KHDUW��7KH�TXHVWLRQ�LV��:KDW�ZDV�*RG�WU\LQJ�WR�DFFRPSOLVK�LQ�KLV�
OLIH"�3UHSDUDWLRQ�LV�QHYHU�SRLQWOHVV��7KHUHłV�DOZD\V�D�JRDO�LQ�PLQG��
7KHUHłV� DOZD\V� D� WDUJHW��:KDWłV� WKH� WDUJHW"� ,� DVN� WKLV� TXHVWLRQ�
IXOO\�FRQYLQFHG�WKDW�*RGłV�SXUSRVH�DQG�PHWKRGV�DUH�QR�GLIIHUHQW�
for us than they were for Elijah. I believe the target (purpose) 

RI� WKLV� WLPH�ZDV� WR� WHDFK� (OLMDK� WR� WUXVW�*RG� DQG�QRW� KLPVHOI��
7KDW� VRXQGV�SUHWW\� VLPSOH��EXW�ZHłOO�XQSDFN� WKDW� LGHD�PRUH� LQ�
D� PLQXWH�� 7KH� PHWKRGV� *RG� XVHG� WR� DFFRPSOLVK� WKDW� FDQ� EH�
VHHQ�LQ�WKH�WZR�SODFHV�KH�ZDV�VHQW��.HULWK�DQG�=DUHSKDWK��.HULWK�
means “to cut.” It can mean to cut off or to cut down. It has the 

LGHD�RI�ZKLWWOLQJ�DZD\�DW�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO�RU�DQ�REMHFW��7KLV�LV�ZKDW�
ZRXOG�KDSSHQ�WR�(OLMDK�DW�.HULWK��*RG�ZRXOG�ZKLWWOH�DZD\�DW�KLV�
OLIH��FXW�KLP�GRZQ��7KH�RWKHU�SODFH�ZDV�FDOOHG�=DUHSKDWK��7KDW�
QDPH�PHDQV� ŃWR� UHğQH�ń�*RG�ZDV� DOVR� UHğQLQJ� (OLMDK�� EXUQLQJ�
away the dross.

7KHUH�LW�LV��.HULWKŌWR�FXW��=DUHSKDWKŌWR�UHğQH��

3UHSDUDWLRQ� LVQłW� DOZD\V� D� ORW� RI� IXQ�� ,W�PHDQV�ZRUN�KDV� WR� EH�
done now that won’t pay off until later. We live in a society that 

wants the goodies now. When it comes to our spiritual lives, we 

want to see growth and impact now��EXW�*RG� LVQłW� LQ�D�KXUU\��
*RG�ZLOO�RIWHQ�FKRRVH� WR� VORZO\�ZKLWWOH�DZD\�DQG�PHOW�DOO� WKH�
WKLQJV�ZH�ZRXOG�GHSHQG�RQ�EXW�KLP��7KLV�LV�ZKDW�KHłV�GRLQJ�LQ�
our lives and this is what he was doing in Elijah’s life.

7KLV�SURFHVV�RI�FXWWLQJ�DQG�UHğQLQJ�LV�GHVLJQHG�WR�WHDFK�XV�VHY-

HUDO� OHVVRQV�ZLWK�WKH�SXUSRVH�RI�EXLOGLQJ�WUXVW� LQ�*RG�DQG�GLV-
WUXVW�LQ�RXUVHOYHV��:KDW�DUH�WKRVH�OHVVRQV"

Trust is built on listening to and obeying God’s word
Elijah didn’t just do anything; “He did what the LORD had told 
him.” Sometimes we’re so busy he can’t get our attention long 

enough to tell us what he really wants us to do. We have to learn 

WR�KHDU�*RGłV�YRLFH�

7KH� ğUVW� DQG� PRVW� DXWKRULWDWLYH� ZD\� *RG� WHOOV� XV� KLV� ZLOO� LV�
WKURXJK�WKH�%LEOH��7KH�%LEOH�RIIHUV�XV�WKH�JRRG�QHZV�WKDW�*RG�
loves us and sent his Son to die for us, but it also teaches us how 

WR�OLYH��7KHUH�DUH�VRPH�WKLQJV�\RX�GRQłW�KDYH�WR�SUD\�DERXW��<RX�
GRQłW�KDYH�WR�SUD\�LI�*RG�ZDQWV�\RX�WR�GR�WKLV�RU�WKDW�EHFDXVH�LWłV�
very clear in his word. Just do what it says. As a new Christian, 

I said to my friends, “I’m interested in growing as a disciple, but 

,�GRQłW�ZDQW�WR�EUHDN�XS�ZLWK�P\�JLUOIULHQG�ZKR�LVQłW�D�EHOLHYHU��
&DQłW�,�VWLOO�KROG�RQ�WR�WKH�OLIHVW\OH�,łP�XVHG�WR�OLYLQJ"ń�,�ZDV�WU\LQJ�
WR�FRQYLQFH�P\VHOI��EXW�,�NQHZ�,�ZDV�ZURQJ�EHFDXVH�*RGłV�ZRUG�



ZDV� FOHDU��:KHQ� \RX� VD\�� Ń,łOO� FDOO� -HVXV� /RUG� DQG� EXW� ,łOO� RQO\�
follow him if I agree with where he wants me to go,” you don’t 

XQGHUVWDQG� ORUGVKLS��/RUGVKLS�PHDQV�ZH�VXUUHQGHU�RXU�ZLOO� WR�
*RG�LQ�D�OLIH�RI�WUXVW�

$ORQJ�ZLWK� WKH� %LEOHŌEXW� QHYHU� LQ� FRQĠLFW�ZLWK� LWŌ*RG�ZLOO�
sometimes tell us what to do through the leading of his Spirit 

LQ� RXU�PLQGV� DQG� KHDUWV�� $V� KH� GLG�ZLWK� (OLMDK�� *RG�ZKLVSHUV�
ZKDW�WR�GR��+H�GRHVQłW�MXVW�VSHDN�WKLV�ZD\�WR�WKH�JUHDW�KHURHV�RI�
WKH�%LEOH��+H�GRHV�VR�IRU�DQ\RQH�ZLOOLQJ�WR�OLVWHQ��7KH�VDPH�*RG�
ZKR�VSRNH�WR�(OLMDK�ZLOO�VSHDN�WR�XV��7KH�NH\�WR�KHDULQJ�*RG�LV�
RSHQLQJ�WKH�6FULSWXUHV��SUD\LQJ�IRU�JXLGDQFH�DQG�WDNLQJ�WLPH�WR�
OLVWHQ��-RKQ�&DOYLQ�VDLG��Ń7KHUHłV�QR�ZRUVH�VFUHHQ�WR�EORFN�RXW�WKH�
+RO\�6SLULW�WKDQ�FRQğGHQFH�LQ�RXU�RZQ�LQWHOOLJHQFH�ń�

7UXVW�LV�OLVWHQLQJ�WR�*RG�DQG�GRLQJ�ZKDW�KH�WHOOV�\RX�WR�GR��:KDWłV�
GLIğFXOW� DERXW� WKLV� LV� VRPHWLPHV�ZKDW�*RG� VD\V� WR� GR� GRHVQłW�
PDNH�VHQVH��7UXVW�PD\�KDYH�WR�OLYH�ZLWK�D�ORW�RI�TXHVWLRQV��DQG�
*RG�RIWHQ�GRHV�QRW�JLYH�D�ORW�RI�H[SODQDWLRQ��7KLQN�RI�WKH�FUD]\�
WKLQJV�*RG�WROG�(OLMDK�WR�GR��)LUVW��*RG�WHOOV�KLP�WR�JR�KLGH�LQ�WKH�
GHVHUW�DQG�VLW�E\�D�EURRN�DQG�ZDLW�IRU�UDYHQV�WR�FRPH�DQG�IHHG�
KLP��5DYHQV��5DYHQV�DUH�VFDYHQJHUV��7KH\�GRQłW�VKDUH�IRRG�ZLWK�
anyone. Sometimes they don’t even feed their own young. Not 

RQO\�WKDW��UDYHQV�ZHUH�DPRQJ�WKH�XQFOHDQ�IRRGV�*RG�VD\V�QRW�WR�
WRXFK�RU�HDW�LQ�WKH�ERRN�RI�/HYLWLFXV��+RZ�FRXOG�*RG�XVH�UDYHQV"

%XW� WKDWłV� QRW� DOO�� $IWHU� WKH� EURRN� GULHG� XS�� *RG� VD\V� JR� WR�
=DUHSKDWK� LQ� WKH�UHJLRQ�RI�6LGRQ��'R�\RX�NQRZ�ZKHUH�WKDW� LV"�
7KDWłV�LQ�3KRHQLFLD��7KDWłV�WKH�DUHD�-H]HEHO�ZDV�IURP��7DON�DERXW�
ZDONLQJ�ULJKW�LQWR�WKH�OLRQłV�PRXWK��:H�DOO�VDZ�KRZ�LPSRUWDQW�
KRPH� ğHOG� DGYDQWDJH� ZDV� ODVW� 6XQGD\�� ULJKW"�:HOO�� *RG� WHOOV�
(OLMDK�WR�IRUJHW�DERXW�KRPH�ğHOG�DGYDQWDJH�DQG�JR�WR�%DDOłV�ğHOG��
No place could be more dangerous for Elijah. Not only that, he 

tells him to go there because a widow is going to feed him. A 

ZLGRZ��7KH\łUH� WKH�SRRUHVW� RI� WKH� SRRU��+RZ� FRXOG�*RG�SUR-

YLGH�WKURXJK�D�ZLGRZ"�*RGłV�OHDGLQJ�LV�RIWHQ�VXUSULVLQJ��'RQłW�
DQDO\]H�LW��MXVW�IROORZ��7UXVW�LV�EXLOW�RQ�OLVWHQLQJ�WR�DQG�REH\LQJ�
*RGłV�ZRUG�

Trust is built in obscurity
,W�EHJDQ�LQ�WKH�ZLOGHUQHVV��-XVW�(OLMDK�DQG�*RG�DQG�D�IHZ�ELUGV��
7KH�ZLOGHUQHVV� LV� WKH�EHVW�SODFH� LQ� WKH�ZRUOG� WR� OHDUQ� WR� WUXVW�
*RG��,VUDHO�VSHQW�WLPH�WKHUH��6R�GLG�0RVHV��'DYLG��-HVXV�DQG�3DXO��
7KH�ZLOGHUQHVV�LV�D�SODFH�RI�VRXO�PDNLQJ��:H�GRQłW�PDNH�D�PDUN�
on the world by intellect, education, humor, personal charisma, 

DSSHDUDQFH�RU�FKDUP��,QĠXHQFH�FRPHV�IURP�ZLWKLQ��,WłV�D�PDWWHU�
RI�WKH�KHDUW�� ,W�FDQłW�EH�DFFRPSOLVKHG�E\�D�ğYH�VWHS�SURFHVV�RU�
D�ZHHNHQG�VHPLQDU��,WłV�WKH�UHVXOW�RI�*RG�GRLQJ�D�ZRUN�LQ�\RXU�
VRXO��DQG�WKDW�ZRUN�LV�DOZD\V�GRQH�LQ�VHFUHW��-HVXV�VDLG��“Go into 
your room, close the door and pray to your Father who is unseen. 
Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward 
you” (Matt. 6:6). 

Jesus did this. He’d often escape from the crowds to be alone 

ZLWK�KLV�)DWKHU��/XNH��������6RPHWLPHV�KH�HYHQ�LQYLWHG�KLV�GLVFL-
SOHV�WR�FRPH�ZLWK�KLP�DQG�ğQG�D�TXLHW�SODFH�WR�UHVW��0DUN��������
7RR�RIWHQ�ZH�WKLQN�RI�WKH�/RUG�DV�VR�EXV\��,WłV�WUXH�KH�KDG�D�ELJ�
MRE�WR�GR��EXW�KH�QHYHU�VHHPHG�VWUHVVHG�RU�EXV\��Ń%XV\�&KULVWLDQ�ń�
-RKQ�:KLWH�VDLG��RXJKW�WR�VRXQG�OLNH�ŃDGXOWHURXV�ZLIHń�WR�XV��7KH�
WZR�LGHDV�DUH�WKDW�LQFRQJUXHQW��%XV\QHVV�LVQłW�D�&KULVWLDQ�YLUWXH�
and spiritual maturity isn’t measured by the length of our to-do 

OLVW��,Q�WKH�ZLOGHUQHVV�ZH�OHDUQ�DFWLYLW\�LV�XVHOHVV�DSDUW�IURP�*RG��
+LV�ZRUN�LV�GRQH�“not by might, not by power, but by his Spirit” 
�=HFK����������

%HLQJ�LQ�WKH�ZLOGHUQHVV�LV�KXPEOLQJ��<RXłUH�RXW�RI�WKH�OLPHOLJKW��
<RX�IHHO�OLNH�*RG�KDV�VHW�\RX�DVLGH��SODFHG�\RX�RQ�WKH�VKHOI��PDGH�
\RX� H[SHQGDEOH�� 7KH�ZLOGHUQHVV� LV� D� SODFH� RI� GLVDSSRLQWPHQW��
VKDPH��WHPSWDWLRQ�DQG�DEVROXWH�GHSHQGHQFH�� ,� OLNH�ZKDW�$�:��
3LQN�VDLG�DERXW�WKLV��Ń7KH�SURSKHW�QHHGHG�IXUWKHU�WUDLQLQJ�LQ�VH-

FUHW� LI�KH�ZDV�WR�EH�SHUVRQDOO\�ğWWHG�WR�VSHDN�DJDLQ�IRU�*RG�LQ�
SXEOLF����7KH�PDQ�ZKRP�WKH�/RUG�XVHV�KDV�WR�EH�NHSW�ORZ��VHYHUH�
GLVFLSOLQH�KDV�WR�EH�H[SHULHQFHG�E\�KLP����7KUHH�PRUH�\HDUV�PXVW�
EH�VSHQW�E\�WKH�SURSKHW�LQ�VHFOXVLRQ��+RZ�KXPEOLQJ��$ODV��KRZ�
little is man to be trusted: how little is he able to bear being put 

LQWR�WKH�SODFH�RI�KRQRU��+RZ�TXLFNO\�VHOI�ULVHV�WR�WKH�VXUIDFH��DQG�
the instrument is ready to believe he’s something more than an 

LQVWUXPHQW��+RZ�VDGO\�HDV\�LW�LV�WR�PDNH�RI�WKH�YHU\�VHUYLFH�*RG�
entrusts us with a pedestal on which to display ourselves.”

7KH�YHU\�VDPH�OHVVRQ�ZDV�OHDUQHG�LQ�=DUHSKDWK��+H�ZDVQłW�DORQH�
any longer, but he spent the next two years with just two people. 

Not people of importance. Not people whose names you might 

GURS�DW�D�VRFLDO�RFFDVLRQ��-XVW�D�ZLGRZ�ZLWK�D�OLWWOH�ER\��%\�WKH�
end of the story you can see Elijah’s impact on them would for-

HYHU�FKDQJH�WKHLU�OLYHV��%XW�WKHUH�PXVW�KDYH�EHHQ�WLPHV�KH�IHOW��
Ń/RUG��\RXłYH�FDOOHG�PH�WR�ELJJHU�WKLQJV�WKDQ�WR�KDQJ�RXW�ZLWK�
WKRVH�WZR�QRERGLHV��/RUG��,łYH�EHHQ�JLIWHG�DQG�FDOOHG�WR�VR�PXFK�
PRUH�ń�*RG�VD\V��Ń1R��(OLMDK��7KLV�LV�\RXU�PLVVLRQ�ğHOG�ULJKW�QRZ��
$�ZLGRZ�DQG�KHU�VRQ��2QH�RU�WZR�LVQłW�WRR�IHZ�IRU�PH�ń�1XPEHUV�
PHDQ� QRWKLQJ�� VXEVWDQFH� PHDQV� HYHU\WKLQJ�� 7KDWłV� ZKDW� \RX�
learn in obscurity.

:KHQ�,�ZDV�LQ�P\�ODWH�WZHQWLHV��*RG�GLUHFWHG�XV�RXW�RI�D�WKULYLQJ�
youth ministry in Pleasanton to seminary in Denver. I went to 

VFKRRO�DQG�ZRUNHG�DV�D�ZDLWHU��0\�ZLIH�ZRUNHG�DW�D�EDQN��2XU�
GDXJKWHU�ZHQW�WR�SUHVFKRRO��,�XVHG�WR�GURS�P\�ZLIH�RII�DW�ZRUN�
LQ�P\�SDMDPDV��6KH�ZRUNHG�ZLWK�D�EXQFK�RI�ELJ�VKRWV� LQ�WKUHH�
SLHFH�VXLWV�DQG�,�IHOW�OLNH�VXFK�D�ORVHU��:H�ZHQW�WR�D�FKXUFK�ZKHUH�
QR�RQH�NQHZ�PH��,�IHOW�VHW�DVLGH�E\�*RG��/LWWOH�GLG�,�NQRZ�KH�ZDV�
preparing me through obscurity. 

Trust is built progressively day by day
'LG�\RX�QRWLFH�*RG�QHYHU�WROG�(OLMDK�ZKDW�WKH�QH[W�VWHS�ZRXOG�EH�
XQWLO�KHłG�WDNHQ�WKH�ğUVW�VWHS"�*RG�SURYLGHG�DW�WKH�EURRN�DQG�WKHQ�
LW�GULHV�XS��7KH�/RUG�GLGQłW�WHOO�KLP�LQ�DGYDQFH�WKH�EURRN�ZRXOG�
GU\�XS��LW�MXVW�GLG��DQG�WKHQ�WKH�/RUG�WROG�KLP�ZKDW�WR�GR�QH[W��,WłV�



7KLV�PHVVDJH�IURP�6FULSWXUH�ZDV�SUHDFKHG�RQ�6XQGD\��-DQXDU\����������DW�&HQWUDO�3HQLQVXOD�&KXUFK
�����6KHOO�%RXOHYDUG�_�)RVWHU�&LW\�&$�������_��������������_�ZZZ�FSFZHE�RUJ��$GGLWLRQDO�FRSLHV�DYDLODEOH�RQ�UHTXHVW�
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OLNH�*RG�WROG�KLP�ZKDW�WR�GR�ZKHQ�LW�ZDV�WLPH�IRU�KLP�WR�NQRZ��
and not before.

I’m learning this in my own life. I love what I get to do here at CPC. 

,�KRSH�WKH�/RUG�OHWV�PH�GR�LW�IRU�PDQ\�PRUH�\HDUV��%XW�WKH�UHDOLW\�
LV�,łP�����,�FDQłW�GR�WKLV�IRUHYHU��7KHUH�DUH�WLPHV�,�ZRQGHU��Ń/RUG��
ZKDW�ZRXOG�,�GR�ZLWKRXW�&3&"�+RZ�ZRXOG�,�VXUYLYH"ń�,�ZDQW�*RG�
to show me now so I can plan and prepare; I want a blueprint for 

P\�ZKROH�OLIH��EXW�,łP�OHDUQLQJ�*RG�GRHVQłW�ZRUN�WKDW�ZD\��:KHQ�
LWłV�WLPH�IRU�PH�WR�NQRZ�,łOO�NQRZ�ZKDW�WR�GR��*RG�ZLOO�VKRZ�PH�
ZKHQ�,�QHHG�WR�NQRZ��DQG�QRW�EHIRUH��*HRUJH�0DF'RQDOG�ZURWH��
Ń:H�GRQłW�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�QH[W�SDJH�RI�*RGłV� OHVVRQ�ERRN��:H�
only see the one before us. Nor shall we be allowed to turn the 

OHDI�XQWLO�ZHłYH�OHDUQHG�LWV�OHVVRQ�ń�$IWHU�D�\HDU�DW�.HULWK��WKH�/RUG�
VD\V��Ń2ND\��(OLMDK��\RXłUH�UHDG\�IRU�WKH�QH[W�OHVVRQ�

7UXVW� LV�EXLOW�GD\�E\�GD\��DQG� LWłV�D�SURJUHVVLYH�WKLQJ�ZLWK�HDFK�
VWHS�SUHSDULQJ�XV�IRU�WKH�QH[W��7KH�QH[W�OHVVRQ�ZRXOG�EH�KDUGHU�
IRU�(OLMDK�� ,Q�WKH�ğUVW�KH�ZDV�SDVVLYH��+H� MXVW�VDW� WKHUH�DQG�WKH�
UDYHQV�EURXJKW�KLP�EUHDNIDVW� LQ�EHG��%XW� LQ�=DUHSKDWK�KH�KDV�
to act; he has to initiate. When he gets there, he meets a widow. 

*RG�KDG�WROG�KLP�KHłG�SURYLGH�WKURXJK�D�ZLGRZ��EXW�KRZ�GLG�KH�
NQRZ�WKLV�ZDV�WKH�RQH"�6KHłV�MXVW�JDWKHULQJ�D�IHZ�VWLFNV�IRU�KHU�
ODVW�PHDO�ZLWK�KHU� VRQ��+H�DVNV�KHU�� Ń+H\��FRXOG�\RX�EULQJ�PH�
D� OLWWOH�ZDWHU"ń�:KHQ�KH� VHHV�KHU�ZLOOLQJQHVV��KH�DGGV�� Ń$QG�D�
piece of bread, too.” She tells him of her plight, and then he chal-

OHQJHV�KHU�WR�WDNH�ZKDW�VKH�KDV�OHIW�IRU�KHU�ODVW�PHDO�ZLWK�KHU�
VRQ�DQG�JLYH�LW�WR�KLP��+H�SURPLVHV�LI�VKH�GRHV�WKDW�VKH�DQG�KHU�
son will have more than enough to survive the long drought. She 

WRRN�KLP�DW�KLV�ZRUG��&DQ�\RX�LPDJLQH�JLYLQJ�him her last meal 

DQG�QRW�KHU�VRQ"�6RPHWLPHV�*RG�FDOOV�XV�WR�UDGLFDO�JLYLQJ�WKDW�
GRHVQłW�PDNH�DQ\�VHQVH�DW�DOO��6KH�WUXVWHG�*RG�DQG�JDYH�WR�KLP�
ğUVW��:KHQ�ZH�GR�WKDW��ZH�QHYHU�UXQ�RXW��/RRN�ZKDW�KDSSHQHG��
Day by day ŃWKH�MDU�RI�ĠRXU�ZDV�QRW�XVHG�XS�DQG�WKH�MXJ�RI�RLO�
did not run dry.” I’m sure Elijah and this widow would have pre-

IHUUHG�D� URRPIXO�RI� VDFNV�RI�ĠRXU�DQG�EDUUHOV�RI�RLO��EXW� WKDWłV�
UDUHO\�*RGłV�ZD\��+LV�ZD\�LV�GD\�E\�GD\��-HVXV�WDXJKW�XV�WR�SUD\�
for our “daily bread.” When we live this way, we’re constantly 

reminded of our dependence in him. 

Trust is only as good as its object
*RG�LV�WKH�VRYHUHLJQ�*RG�RI�FUHDWLRQ��5HPHPEHU�%DDO�ZDV�FRQ-

sidered to be the god who controlled the rainfall and the fertility 

RI�WKH�ODQG��+HUH�*RG�LV�WHDFKLQJ�(OLMDK�DQG�DOO�,VUDHO�WKDW�<DKZHK�
FRQWUROV�WKH�IRUFHV�RI�QDWXUH��+H�FDQ�GLUHFW�UDYHQV��+H�FDQ�FDXVH�
WKH�ĠRXU�DQG�RLO� WR�QHYHU� UXQ�RXW��7KH�KHUR�RI� WKLV� VWRU\� LVQłW�
(OLMDK�� LWłV� *RG�� 7KH�PRVW� LPSRUWDQW� SDUW� RI� SUHSDUDWLRQ� LV� WR�
OHDUQ�ZKR�*RG�LV��$QG�ZH�RQO\�OHDUQ�ZKR�*RG�LV�ZKHQ�ZH�WDNH�
him at his word and trust him. I was reminded of this as I went 

WKURXJK�P\�(����UHDGLQJV�WKLV�ZHHN��,�KDG�WR�UHPLQG�P\VHOI�WKDW�
WKH�SRLQW�LVQłW�WR�JHW�WKURXJK�WKH�UHDGLQJV��7KH�SRLQW�LV�WR�JHW�WR�
NQRZ�WKH�OLYLQJ�*RG��7KH�SRLQW�LV�WR�EH�GUDZQ�LQWR�ZRUVKLS�DQG�
to love him more. 

7UXVW� OLVWHQV� DQG�REH\V�*RGłV�ZRUG�� 7UXVW� LV� EXLOW� LQ� REVFXULW\��
7UXVW�LV�EXLOW�SURJUHVVLYHO\�GD\�E\�GD\��7UXVW�LV�RQO\�DV�JRRG�DV�LWV�
REMHFW��,Q�KLV�ERRN Your God Is Too Safe��0DUN�%XFKDQDQ�GHVFULEHV�
KRZ� WKH� VWDII� DW� %ULGJHU�:LOGHUQHVV� 3DUN� LQ�:\RPLQJ� SRVWHG�
VRPH�RI� WKH� VXJJHVWLRQV� WKDW�KDG�EHHQ�PDGH�E\�SDUN� YLVLWRUV��
Here are a few:

Ŋ�7UDLOV�QHHG�WR�EH�UHFRQVWUXFWHG��SOHDVH�DYRLG�PDNLQJ�WUDLOV�WKDW�
go uphill.

Ŋ�7RR�PDQ\�EXJV�DQG�OHHFKHV�DQG�VSLGHUV�DQG�VSLGHU�ZHEV��3OHDVH�
spray the wilderness to rid the area of these pests.

» Chairlifts are needed in some places so we can get to won-

GHUIXO�YLHZV�ZLWKRXW�KDYLQJ�WR�KLNH�

Ŋ� 7KH� FR\RWHV� PDGH� WRR� PXFK� QRLVH� ODVW� QLJKW� DQG� NHSW� PH�
DZDNH��3OHDVH�HUDGLFDWH�WKHVH�DQQR\LQJ�DQLPDOV�

Ŋ�$�VPDOO�GHHU�FDPH�LQWR�P\�FDPS�DQG�VWROH�P\�MDU�RI�SLFNOHV��,V�
WKHUH�D�ZD\�,�FDQ�EH�UHLPEXUVHG"

» A McDonald’s would be nice at the trailhead.

Ŋ�7RR�PDQ\�URFNV�LQ�WKH�PRXQWDLQ�

7KRVH�VXJJHVWLRQV�UHYHDO�WKH�NLQG�RI�OLIH�ZH�ZDQW��(OLMDKłV�VWRU\�
shows us clearly if we’re going to be prepared, we’re going to 

KDYH�WR�VWRS�ORRNLQJ�IRU�FKDLUOLIWV��ORQJLQJ�IRU�%LJ�0DFV��ZKLQLQJ�
DERXW�WKH�EXJV��DQG�JULSLQJ�DERXW�WKH�URFNV��:HłUH�JRLQJ�WR�KDYH�
WR�ORYH�WKH�ZLOG�PDMHVW\�RI�IROORZLQJ�DQG�WUXVWLQJ�WKH�OLYLQJ�*RG��
7KHUH� DUH� QR� VKRUWFXWV� RU� HVFDODWRUV�� ,W� WDNHV� WUXVWŌWKH� NLQG�
WKDW�RYHUFRPHV�WKH�REMHFWLRQV�DQG�REVWDFOHV��*RG�ORYHV�LW�ZKHQ�
ZH�GR�ZKDW�KHłV�WROG�XV�WR�GR�EHFDXVH�ZH�WUXVW�LQ�KLP��)UDQFRLV�
)ÒQHORQ�VDLG�� Ń7KHUHłV�RQO\�RQH�ZD\�WR� ORYH�*RG�� WR� WDNH�QRW�D�
single step without him, and to follow with a brave heart wher-

ever he leads.”

*R�EDFN�WR�WKDW�VLPSOH�SDWWHUQ�RI�SUHSDUDWLRQ��)LUVW��*RG�FRP-

PDQGV��6HFRQG��*RG�SURPLVHV� WR�SURYLGH��1H[W��ZH�UHVSRQG� LQ�
REHGLHQFH��)LQDOO\��*RG�SURYLGHV��,V�WKDW�SDWWHUQ�DW�ZRUN�LQ�\RXU�
OLIH"�:KDWłV�*RG�FRPPDQGLQJ�\RX�WR�GR"�:KDWłV�KLV�SURPLVH"�
:KDW� VWHS�RI�REHGLHQFH�GR�\RX�QHHG� WR� WDNH"�:KDW�SURYLVLRQ�
DUH�\RX�ZDLWLQJ�IRU"�

*RGłV�ZD\�LV�WKH�ZD\�RI�(OLMDK��,WłV�WKH�ZD\�RI�-HVXV��,WłV�WKH�ZD\�
of truth and trust. It is the way of real life, great adventure, and 

*RGłV�SUHVHQFH��,WłV�WKH�ZD\�WR�EH�SUHSDUHG�

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


