
Last Sunday afternoon I set my DVR to record the Green Bay 
Packer game and I took my daughters into San Francisco. I 
WKRXJKW��QR�WUDIğF��EHDXWLIXO�GD\Ľ�,�ZLOO�ZDWFK�WKH�JDPH�DW�P\�
OHLVXUH�WRQLJKW�DQG�IDVW�IRUZDUG�WKH�FRPPHUFLDOV��7KH�'95�LV�D�
EHDXWLIXO�WKLQJ�

7KH� ğUVW� WKLQJ� ,� OHDUQHG� LV� ��HU� IDQV� OLNH� 3DFNHU� IDQV� SXEOLFO\�
H[SUHVV� WKHLU� IHHOLQJV� DERXW� WKHLU� WHDP��:DONLQJ� RXW� RI� &KLQD�
7RZQ�DQG�GRZQ�WRZDUG�3LHU����ZH�KHDUG�D� URDU��:H�URXQGHG�
D� FRUQHU� DQG� VDZ� UHG�VKLUWHG� IDQV� WKURZLQJ� D� IRRWEDOO� RQ� WKH�
VWUHHW�RXWVLGH�WKH�FRUQHU�EDU��ZLWK�WKH�JDPH�EODULQJ�RXW�LQWR�WKH�
QHLJKERUKRRG��/DWHU�ZKLOH�HDWLQJ�D�ZRQGHUIXO� VXSSHU� ,� ORRNHG�
XS�DQG�LW�ZDV�DERXW������DW�WKLV�WLPH��2QO\�WRXULVWV�ZLOO�EH�KHUH��
QR�SUREOHP��&DOO�PH�QDåYH��$OO� WKHVH� UHG�VKLUWHG�JX\V� UXQQLQJ�
DQG�MXPSLQJ�DQG�SXPSLQJ�WKHLU�ğVWV��1RZ�,łP�QRW�WKH�DOZD\V�WKH�
VKDUSHVW�WRRO�LQ�WKH�ER[��EXW�WKDW�ORRNHG�OLNH�FHOHEUDWLQJ�WR�PH����

6RPH�RI�XV�DV�ZH�ZHUH�KDYLQJ�EUHDNIDVW�WRGD\�ZHUH�ZRQGHULQJ��
Ń:KDW� LV� WKH� ORQJHVW� FKDSWHU� LQ� WKH� %LEOH"ń� 3VDOP� ����� ,W� KDV�
����YHUVHV� DQG�PRVW�RI� WKHP� WHDFK�RQ� WKH� LPSRUWDQFH�RI� WKH�
:RUG�RI�*RG�LQ�VRPH�ZD\�RU�DQRWKHU��6RPH�RI�XV�KDYLQJ�EUHDN�
IDVW�ZHUH� QR� GRXEW�ZRQGHULQJ�� Ń+RZ�PDQ\� OHWWHUV� DUH� LQ� WKH�
+HEUHZ�$OSKDEHW"ń����OHWWHUV��7KHUH�DUH����EORFNV�RI�VFULSWXUH�LQ�
3VDOP�����DQG�'DYLG�EHJDQ�HDFK�YHUVH�ZLWK�D�ZRUG�WKDW�KDV�WKDW�
+HEUHZ�OHWWHU�DW�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�ZRUG�

7KLV�PRUQLQJ� ZH� DUH� ORRNLQJ� DW� WKH� VHFWLRQ� FRUUHVSRQGLQJ� WR�
WKH�+HEUHZ� OHWWHU� Ń0(0�ń� 7KH\� DUH� WKH� HLJKW� YHUVHV� RI� 3VDOP�
������ŋ�����6RPH�RI� \RX�DUH�SUREDEO\� VD\LQJ�� Ń+H\�� ,� DOUHDG\�
NQHZ�WKDW�ń�2YHU�P\�EUHDNIDVW�FHUHDO�WKLV�PRUQLQJ�,�ZDV�ZRQ�
GHULQJ��Ń+RZ�PDQ\�GLIIHUHQW�ZRUGV�DUH�XVHG�WR�GHVFULEH�*RGłV�
:RUG�LQ�WKH�+HEUHZ�/DQJXDJH"ń�7KH�DQVZHU�����

8PPĽ��+HEUHZ�QDPHV� WR� GHVFULEH�*RGłV�:RUGĽ� � ��+HEUHZ�
QDPHV� WLPHV� ��� VHFWLRQVĽ� WKDWłV� ���� YHUVHV�� :RUG�� /DZ��
7HVWLPRQLHV�� 3UHFHSWV�� 6WDWXWHV�� &RPPDQGPHQWV�� -XGJPHQW��
Promise.

7KURXJKRXW� 3VDOP� ���� \RX� ZLOO� VHH� DOO� �� RI� WKHP�� ,Q� �������
DORQH�ZH�ZLOO�VHH���RI�WKHP��VR�RSHQ�XS�\RXU�%LEOHV�WR�WKLV�EHDX�
WLIXO�SRHP�E\�.LQJ�'DYLG�DERXW�:K\�+H�/RYHV�WKH�:RUG�RI�*RG���
6RPH�RI�\RX�PD\�KDYH�EHHQ�DVNLQJ��Ń:K\�ZRXOG�,�UHDG�����%LEOH�
SDVVDJHV�LQ�WKH�QH[W�IRXU�PRQWKV"��$UH�WKH\�VHULRXV"ń�0\�SUD\HU�
LV� WKDW� WKLV� VKRUW�SDVVDJH� LQ�3VDOP�����ZRXOG�JLYH�\RX�VHYHUDO�
PRWLYDWLRQV�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�RXU�(VVHQWLDO�����&KDOOHQJH�

Why Would I Read 100 Bible Passages?

Because the Bible delights

“Oh, how I love your law!” (v. 97a)

'DYLG�ZULWHV�WKLV�LQ�WKH�SUHVHQW�WHQVH��1RW�Ń7KH�ODZ�XVHG�WR�EH�
P\�GHOLJKWń�RU�Ń2QH�GD\�,�KRSH�LW�GHOLJKWV�PH�DJDLQ�ń�,W�LV�SUHVHQW��
UHDO�WLPH��7KH�%LEOH�GHOLJKWV�'DYLG��7KH�ODQJXDJH�LV�OLNH�D�FRP�
SDULVRQ��,�ORYH�WKH�ODZĽ�PRUH�WKDQ�79��PRUH�WKDQ�P\�MRE��PRUH�
WKDQ�WKH�SRZHU�,�SRVVHVV��PRUH�WKDQ�DQ\�UHODWLRQVKLS�RQ�HDUWK��
PRUH�WKDQ�DQ\�RWKHU�LGRO�RXW�WKHUH��,�ORYH�WKH�ODZ�EHFDXVH�QRQH�
RI�WKHVH�RWKHU�WKLQJV�GHOLYHU�GHOLJKW��1RQH�RI�WKHVH�RWKHU�WKLQJV�
GHOLYHU�MR\�

7KH�ODQJXDJH�H[SUHVVHV�D�VWUXJJOH�KH�LV�KDYLQJ�DW�SHQQLQJ�KRZ�
KH�IHHOV�DERXW�*RGłV�:RUG��+H�LV�VD\LQJ��+RZ�GR�,�VD\�LW"��,�FDQłW�
YHUEDOL]H�LW��:KDW�ZRUGV�VKRXOG�,�XVH"�,�ORYH�LW�VR�PXFK��KRZ�GR�
,�JHW�LW�DFURVV�WR�DOO�RI�XV�DW�&3&"�$�SURIHVVRU�RU�%LEOLFDO�VFKRODU�
PD\�UHDG�DQG�XQGHUVWDQG�DQG�HYHQ�H[WHUQDOO\�REH\�WKH�ODZ��EXW�
WKH�EHOLHYHU�ORYHV�LW��+H�OLYHV�LW�DV�LI�KH�FRXOG�QRW�OLYH�ZLWKRXW�LW��
7R�WKH�SURIHVVRU�RU�WKH�VFKRODU�WKH�ZRUG�LV�D�WDVN��D�KDELW�WKDW�LV�
WKHUH�WR�VDWLVI\�WKH�FRQVFLHQFH��UHOLHYH�JXLOW��Ń,�GLG�WKH�ULJKW�WKLQJ��
,�DP�RND\�QRZ��,WłV�JUHDW�OLWHUDWXUH��,W�LV�EHDXWLIXO�ń

%XW�WKH�EHOLHYHU�FDQ�VD\��*RGłV�ZRUG�LV�IRRG�IRU�P\�VWDUYLQJ�VRXO��
PHGLFLQH�IRU�P\�VLFN�VRXO��OLJKW�IRU�WKH�GDUNQHVV�LQ�P\�VRXO��FRP�
IRUW�IRU�P\�DFKLQJ�VRXO��\HV��OLIH�IURP�ZKDW�ZDV�GHDG��,W�LV�OLEHUW\��
IUHHGRP� IURP� ERQGDJH�� IUHHGRP� IURP� IHDU�� IURP� JXLOW�� IURP�
FRQGHPQDWLRQ��0D\EH�OLNH�'DYLG�\RX�DUH�VD\LQJ��Ń,�GLGQłW�HYHQ�
NQRZ�,�ZDV�VWDUYLQJ��VLFN��,�NQHZ�,�ZDV�DFKLQJ��EXW�WKH�:RUG�RI�
*RG�EURXJKW�PH�GHOLJKW�ń�

$V� ,�UHDG�WKLV�SKUDVH�RYHU�DQG�RYHU�DJDLQ�WKLV�ZHHN�� LW� WHOOV�PH�
WKDW�LI�,�GRQłW�KDYH�SDVVLRQ�IRU�WKH�:RUG�RI�*RG��,�ZRQłW�HYHU�EH�
DOO�+H�FUHDWHG�PH�WR�EH��%HFDXVH�WKH�:RUG�QRW�RQO\�WHOOV�XV�DERXW�
*RG��LW�JXLGHV�XV�WR�+LP�DQG�WKHQ�+H�JRHV�ZLWK�XV��

Because the Bible goes with us

“I meditate on it all day long.” (v. 97b)

0HGLWDWLQJ�RQ�WKH�:RUG�RI�*RG�ZDV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�'DYLG��:K\"�
0HGLWDWLRQ�PHDQV�WR�HQJDJH�LQ�WKRXJKW��WR�FRQWHPSODWH��WR�UH�
ĠHFW��7KH�LGHD�LV�WKDW�ZKHQ�ZH�PHGLWDWH�DQG�UHĠHFW�RQ�VFULSWXUH�
ZKDW�ZH� WDNH� LQWR�RXU�PLQGV�GRHVQłW� MXVW� VWD\� LQ�RXU�PLQG�� LW�
VSUHDGV�IURP�RXU�PLQGV�LQWR�RXU�KHDUWV��
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'DYLG�NQHZ�WKDW�LI�KH�PHGLWDWHG�RQ�VFULSWXUH�*RG�ZRXOG�JR�ZLWK�
KLP� WKURXJKRXW� WKH� GD\��0HGLWDWLRQ� EULQJV� D� FRQVLVWHQF\� DQG�
VWDELOLW\�DV�ZH�ZDON�WKURXJK�GDLO\�OLIH��:KHQ�ZH�VHHN�WR�FRQWHP�
SODWH�DQG�UHĠHFW��ZH�DUH�VD\LQJ�WR�*RG��Ń,�KDYH�VR�PXFK�URRP�WR�
JURZ�� ,�ZDQW�P\�KHDUW� WR�EH�HQODUJHG�� ,�ZDQW� WUXWK��JUDFH�DQG�
ORYH�WR�DIIHFW�P\�HQWHUWDLQPHQW��P\�ZRUN��P\�ğQDQFHV��P\�WLPH��
P\�WDOHQWV��P\�UHODWLRQVKLSV����

2QH�RI� WKH�ELJ�EDWWOHV�ZH�&KULVWLDQV� IDFH� LV� WKDW�RXU� IDLWK�JHWV�
FRPSDUWPHQWDOL]HG��:KDW� GR� ,� PHDQ� E\� FRPSDUWPHQWDOL]HG"��
,W�PHDQV�WKDW�ZH�DSSHDU�WR�EH�RQH�ZD\�DW�FKXUFK��DQG�DQRWKHU�
ZD\�DW�RXU� MRE�� DQRWKHU�ZD\�DW�KRPH�� � DQG�DQRWKHU�ZD\�ZLWK�
RXU� IULHQGV�� 6HSDUDWH� FRPSDUWPHQWV�� $QG� ZH� KDWH� LW��:H� DUH�
DVKDPHG�RI�LW��:H�NQRZ�ZH�DUH�QRW�EHLQJ�UHDO�DQG�WUXH�

)RU�PRVW�RI�XV�LW�PHDQV�FRQIHVVLQJ�WKH�VLQ�RI�SULGH��RI�K\SRFULV\��
DQG� YHUEDOL]LQJ� WKDW� WKHUH� LV� DFWXDOO\� D� JDS� EHWZHHQ�ZKDW�ZH�
NQRZ�LQ�RXU�KHDG�DQG�ZKDW�ZH�OLYH�RXW�LQ�RXU�KHDUWV��0RVW�RI�XV�
JHW�GLVFRXUDJHG��'HHS�GRZQ�ZH�DUH�WHUULğHG�WKDW�WKH�WUXWK�DERXW�
XV�ZLOO�EH�UHYHDOHG�DQG�ZH�ZLOO�QR�ORQJHU�EH�ORYHG�RU�DGPLUHG�E\�
WKRVH�ZH�ZDQW�ORYLQJ�DQG�DGPLULQJ�XV��

'DYLG�JHWV�RXU�LVVXHV��+H�LV�VD\LQJ�PHGLWDWH��UHĠHFW�RQ�WKH�:RUG�
RI�*RG�DQG�\RX�FORVH�WKH�JDSV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�KHDG�DQG�WKH�KHDUW��
,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��\RXU�OLIH�FDQ�DFWXDOO\�FKDQJH��

:KDW�GRHV�PHGLWDWLRQ�ORRN�OLNH"�,W�VLPSO\�PHDQV�UHDOL]H�WKH�SUHV�
HQFH�RI�*RG�WKURXJKRXW�\RXU�GD\��/RRN�IRU�KLP�LQ�WKH�HYHQWV�LQ�
\RXU�OLIH��&RQQHFW�ZKDW�\RX�UHDG�LQ�*RGłV�ZRUG�WR�WKH�HYHQWV�LQ�
\RXU�OLIH��/HW�*RGłV�ZRUG�VLPPHU��PD\EH�RQH�WKRXJKW��RQH�YHUVH��
RU�HYHQ�RQH�ZRUG��/HW�LW�FRRN��1RW�LQ�WKH�PLFURZDYH��OHW�LW�VORZ�
FRRN�LQ�WKH�FURFN�SRW��OHW�LW�VORZ�FRRN�DOO�GD\��

$V� &KDUOHV� 6SXUJHRQ� VD\V� WKLV� DERXW�PHGLWDWLRQ�� 7KLQN� DERXW�
WKH� MXVWLFH�� WKH�PHUF\� DQG�JRRGQHVV�RI�*RG�DV� \RXU�ERVV�SXWV�
SUHVVXUH�RQ�\RX��DV�\RXU�FKLOG�H[DVSHUDWHV�\RX��DV�\RXU�ELOOV�DUH�
FRPLQJ� GXH�� 7KLQN� DERXW� WKH� IUDLOW\�� FRUUXSWLRQ�� VLQIXOQHVV� LQ�
\RXU�KHDUW�DQG�\RXU�QHHG� IRU�JUDFH�HYHU\�GD\�DV�\RX�QDYLJDWH�
\RXU�ZD\�WKURXJK�HDFK�GD\��7KLQN�DERXW�ZKDW�*RG�IRUELGV�DQG�
ZK\��7KLQN�DERXW�ZKDW�*RG�EOHVVHV�DQG�ZK\��7KLQN�DERXW�WKDW�
RQH�WDNH�DZD\�WKRXJKW�WKDW�VWXFN�ZLWK�\RX�DV�\RX�ZHQW�WR�FORVH�
\RXU�%LEOH�DIWHU�UHDGLQJ�\RXU�(����SDVVDJH��7KHUH�ZDV�D�UHDVRQ�LW�
ĠHZ�LQWR�\RXU�KHDG��DQG�WKHUH�LV�D�UHDVRQ�LW�GLGQłW�Ġ\�RXW�RI�\RXU�
KHDG�ZKHQ�\RX�FORVHG�WKH�ERRN���

7KH�&KULVWLDQ�OLIH�LV�OLNH�UXQQLQJ��<RX�KDYH�VHHQ�LW�RXWVLGH�WRGD\�
LQ�WKH����PLOH�UXQ�WKDW�LV�WDNLQJ�SODFH�KHUH�LQ�)RVWHU�&LW\��7KRVH�
WKDW�KDYH�WUDLQHG�DUH�UXQQLQJ�DORQJ�DQG�PD\EH�GRQłW�HYHQ�ORRN�
ZLQGHG��7KH\�DUH�DHURELFDOO\�EDODQFHG��7KH�RXWSXW�RI�R[\JHQ�WR�
SURSHO�WKHP�IRUZDUG�LV�PDWFKHG�E\�WKH�LQSXW�WKH\�EUHDWKH�LQ�DV�
WKH\�UXQ��6RPH�ZLOO�HQG�WKH�UDFH�DQG�VD\��Ń1H[W�WLPH�,łP�GRLQJ�D�
KDOI��2U�QH[W�WLPH�,�NQRZ�,�FDQ�UXQ�WKLV�IDVWHU�ń��

7KHQ�ZH�ZLOO�VHH�VRPH�SHRSOH�ZKR�ORRN�OLNH�WKH\�DUH�LQ�WHUULEOH�
SDLQ��7KH\�GLGQłW�WUDLQ�ZHOO�HQRXJK�DHURELFDOO\��7KH\�JRW�WKH�QHZ�
shoes, the fancy shorts and shirt, they run fast off the starting 

OLQH��WKH\�FKXUQ�DORQJ�IRU�D�VKRUW�WLPH�IHHOLQJ�SUHWW\�JRRG��DQG�
WKHQ� VRPHWKLQJ� FKDQJHV� LQ� WKHLU� ERG\�� 7KHLU�PXVFOHV� VWDUW� WR�
DFKH��WKHLU�OHJV�JHW�KHDY\��WKHLU�PXVFOHV�WKHQ�FUDPS��WKHLU�OXQJV�
EXUQ�� 7KDWłV� FDOOHG� DQDHURELF� �ZLWKRXW� R[\JHQ�� UXQQLQJ�� ,WłV�
FDXVHG�E\� D� ERG\�XVLQJ�XS�PRUH�R[\JHQ� WKDQ� LW� WDNHV� LQ�� $QG�
DQDHURELF�H[HUFLVH�LV�JUHDW�LQ�VKRUW�EXUVWV��EXW�FDQłW�EH�VXVWDLQHG�
IRU�D�ORQJ�KDXO��

0DQ\�RI�XV�UHDG�*RGłV�ZRUG�OLNH�DQ�DQDHURELF�H[HUFLVH��:H�KHDU�
D�JRRG�VHUPRQ�RQ�6XQGD\��ZH�UHDG�D�TXLFN�GHYRWLRQDO�DQG�ZH�
DUH�RII�DQG�UXQQLQJ��RQH�FRPSDUWPHQW�WR�WKH�QH[W��:K\�GLG�,�\HOO�
DW�WKDW�SHUVRQ"�:K\�GRHV�QR�RQH�DW�ZRUN�VHH�WKDW�,�DP�GLIIHUHQW"�
:K\"�:KDW�ZDV�WKH�VFULSWXUH�,�UHDG�WKLV�PRUQLQJ�DJDLQ"�,�FDQłW�
HYHQ�UHPHPEHU��%HFDXVH�,�DP�DQ�DQDHURELF�%LEOH�UHDGHU��

0HGLWDWLRQ�DQG�UHĠHFWLRQ�RQ�6FULSWXUH�LV�DQ�DHURELF��0HGLWDWLRQ�
SXWV�XV�RQ�D�GDLO\�SDFH�ZKHUH�RXU�RXWSXW�PDWFKHV�RXU�LQSXWŌ
*RGłV� ZRUGŌQRW� IRU� �� PLQXWHV� EXW� WKURXJKRXW� P\� GD\�� 2I�
FRXUVH�,�FDQłW�ZDON�DURXQG�KROGLQJ�P\�%LEOH�ZKLOH�,�GR�P\�MRE��
%XW�,�FDQ�WKLQN�DERXW�ZKDW�,�NQRZ�DERXW�*RG��P\�VLQ��ZKDW�*RG�
ORYHV��ZKDW�*RG�KDWHV�DQG�WKDW�WKH�RQH�WKRXJKW�WKDW�VWXFN�ZLWK�
PH�IURP�P\�PRUQLQJ�UHDGLQJ�LVQłW�VWXFN�WKHUH�E\�DFFLGHQW��*RG�
SXW�LW�WKHUH�IRU�D�UHDVRQ��

$V�,�PHGLWDWH�,�LQFUHDVH�WKH�VSLULWXDO�R[\JHQ�WR�P\�VRXO��,WłV�LQWHU�
HVWLQJ��WKH�PRUH�,�PHGLWDWH�WKH�PRUH�VSLULWXDO�R[\JHQ�,�WDNH�LQ��
DQG�P\�FDSDFLW\�WR�DSSO\�PRUH�VSLULWXDO�HQHUJ\�WR�OLIH�LQFUHDVHV��
0\�OLIH�FKDQJHV��,�DP�DFWXDOO\�JURZLQJ��0\�OLJKW�VKLQHV�EULJKWHU��
7KH�JDS�EHWZHHQ�ZKDW�,�NQRZ�DQG�ZKDW�GR�VKULQNV�PRUH��,�VHH�
PRUH�VSLULWXDO�IUXLW��

3DVWRU� 5RE� VHQW� RXW� WKLV� ZRQGHUIXO� ,OOXVWUDWLRQ�� ,Q� KHU� ERRN��
Walking in the Dust with Rabbi Jesus��/RLV�7YHUEHUJ�UHWHOOV�WKH�IRO�
ORZLQJ� VWRU\� DERXW� D� IDPRXV� ğUVW� FHQWXU\� UDEEL� QDPHG�5DEEL�
$NLYD��2QH�GD\�DV�5DEEL�$NLYD�ZDV�VKHSKHUGLQJ�KLV�ĠRFNV��KH�QR�
WLFHG�D�WLQ\�VWUHDP�WULFNOLQJ�GRZQ�D�KLOOVLGH��GULSSLQJ�RYHU�D�OHGJH�
RQ�LWV�ZD\�WRZDUG�WKH�ULYHU�EHORZ��%HORZ�ZDV�D�PDVVLYH�ERXOGHU��
6XUSULVLQJO\��WKH�URFN�ERUH�D�GHHS�LPSUHVVLRQ��7KH�GULS��GULS��GULS�
RI�ZDWHU�RYHU�WKH�FHQWXULHV�KDG�KROORZHG�DZD\�WKH�VWRQH��$NLYD�
FRPPHQWHG��Ń,I�PHUH�ZDWHU�FDQ�GR�WKLV�WR�KDUG�URFN��KRZ�PXFK�
PRUH�FDQ�*RGłV�:RUG�FDUYH�D�ZD\�LQWR�P\�KHDUW�RI�ĠHVK"ń�$NLYD�
UHDOL]HG�WKDW� LI� WKH�ZDWHU�KDG�ĠRZHG�RYHU� WKH�URFN�DOO�DW�RQFH��
WKH�URFN�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�XQFKDQJHG��,W�ZDV�WKH�VORZ�EXW�VWHDG\�
LPSDFW�RI�HDFK�VPDOO�GURSOHW��\HDU�DIWHU�\HDU��WKDW�FRPSOHWHO\�UH�
formed the stone.

6KH�FRPPHQWV��Ń:KHQ�,�ğUVW�VWDUWHG�VWXG\LQJ�WKH�%LEOHłV�+HEUDLF�
FRQWH[W��,�ZDQWHG�RQH�FRPPHQWDU\�WKDW�ZRXOG�WHDFK�PH�HYHU\�
WKLQJ��RQH�FODVV�WKDW�ZRXOG�H[SODLQ�LW�DOO��,I�,�FRXOG�OHDUQ�DOO�WKH�
ŁULJKW�DQVZHUVł�LQ�RQH�PDUDWKRQ�HYHQW��DOO�WKH�EHWWHU��,�ğQG�QRZ�
WKDW�*RG�OLNHV�WR�UHYHDO�WUXWK�RYHU�PDQ\�\HDUV��DV�,�VWXG\�DORQJ�
VLGH�RWKHUV��,�UHDOL]H�QRZ�WKDW�ELJ�ŁVSODVKHVł�DUHQłW�XVXDOO\�*RGłV�
ZD\�RI�GRLQJ�WKLQJV��,QVWHDG��WKURXJK�WKH�VORZ�GULS�RI�VWXG\�DQG�



SUD\HU��GD\�DIWHU�GD\��\HDU�DIWHU�\HDU��KH�VKDSHV�XV�LQWR�ZKDW�KH�
ZDQWV�XV�WR�EH�ń

$V�ZH�EHJLQ�WKH�(�����VWDUW�VORZ�DQG�WKHQ�JHW�VORZHU��7KH�JRDO�
IRU� WKH� ğUVW� ZHHN� LV� MXVW� NHHS�PRYLQJ�� 'ULS�� GULS�� GULS�� $� ELJ�
VSODVK�GLGQłW�FKDQJH�WKH�URFN��,W�LV�D�VORZ�GULS��GULS��GULS�RI�*RGłV�
ZRUG�WKDW�ZLOO�FKDQJH�D�KHDUW��

Because the Bible equips us

“Your commands make me wiser than my en-

emies” (v. 98)

7KH� %LEOH� HTXLSV� XV� ZLWK� ZLVGRP�� 7KLV� ZLVGRP� ZLOO� KHOS� XV�
DJDLQVW�RXU�HQHPLHV��RXU�ZHDN�ĠHVK��WULDOV�RU�VWRUPV�WKDW�FRPH�
RXU�ZD\���:KR�VWDUWV�WR�EXLOG�D�VKHOWHU�LQ�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�D�VWRUP"��
7KH�LGHD�LV�WKH�EOHVVLQJV�RI�WKH�6FULSWXUH�ZH�UHDG�DQG�PHGLWDWH�
RQ�WRGD\�ZLOO�QRW�RQO\�KHOS�XV�LQ�WKH�PRPHQW��WKH\�ZLOO�JLYH�XV�
ZLVGRP�DQG� WKH�VWDELOLW\�RI�NQRZLQJ� WKH\�DUH�DOZD\V�ZLWK�PH�
ZKHQ�VWRUPV�KLW��PD\EH�RQHV�ZH�FDQłW�HYHQ�\HW�VHH�IRUPLQJ�RQ�
WKH�KRUL]RQ�

“I have more insight than all my teachers, for I 

meditate on your statues.” (v. 99)

6WXGHQWV�ORYH�YHUVHV�OLNH�WKHVH��%XW�ZKDW�'DYLG�LV�VD\LQJ�LV�SHRSOH�
ZKR�UHDOO\�NQRZ�WKHLU�VFULSWXUH�DUH�QRW�LQWLPLGDWHG�E\�WKRVH�ZKR�
KROG�ZRUOGO\�DXWKRULW\�DQG�SRZHU��+DYH�\RX�NQRZQ�D�IULHQG�WKDW�
ZHQW�LQWR�D�KLJKO\�LQWLPLGDWLQJ�VLWXDWLRQ�DQG�WKH\�FRPH�RXW�DQG�
\RX� ORRN� DW� WKHP�DQG� VD\�� Ń<RX�GLGQłW� HYHQ� VHHP� LQWLPLGDWHG��
7KH\�WULHG�WR�LQWLPLGDWH�\RX�DQG�\RX�ZHUH�QRW�UDWWOHG�ń�<RX�ORRN�
DW�\RXUVHOI�DQG� WKLQN�� Ń0DQ�� ,�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�FXUOHG�XS� LQ�D�
EDOO�VXFNLQJ�P\�WKXPE�ń�<RXU�IULHQG�KDG�WKLV�LQQHU�VWUHQJWK�DQG�
FRQğGHQFH�DQG�WUXVW�

“I have more understanding than the elders, for I 

obey your precepts.” (v. 100) 

,I� WKHUH� LV� DQ\RQH� ZKR� XQGHUVWDQGV� DQG� FRQQHFWV� ZLWK� YHUVH�
���� LWłV� RXU� (OGHUV� DQG�RXU� 3DVWRUDO� 6WDII�� $Q\� SDVWRU� RU� HOGHU�
ZRUWK�WKHLU�ZHLJKW�LQ�VDOW�KXQJHUV�WR�EHFRPH�PRUH�PDWXUH��7R�
EH�WHDFKDEOH�XQWLO�WKH�GD\�-HVXV�WDNHV�WKHP�KRPH��7R�UHDOL]H�WKH\�
GRQłW�KDYH�WKH�FRUQHU�RQ�WUXWK�DQG�ZLVGRP��7R�EHFRPH�VWURQJHU�
LQ�IDLWK��WR�KDYH�JUHDWHU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�DQG�KXPLOLW\�WKDW�OHDGV�WR�
PRUH�DQG�PRUH�REHGLHQFH��

$QG�\HW�LW�VWULNHV�PH��,I�,�UHDG�DQG�PHGLWDWH�RQ�*RGłV�ZRUG��DV�,�
DFFHSW�DQG�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�WKH�(����FKDOOHQJH��,�KDYH�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�
IRU�PRUH�VWDELOLW\�LQ�WKH�VWRUPV�RI�OLIH��PRUH�LQVLJKW��PRUH�XQGHU�
VWDQGLQJ��PRUH�PDWXULW\��:K\�ZRXOGQłW�,�ZDQW�WR�UHDG�����%LEOH�
SDVVDJHV�LQ�WKH�QH[W�IRXU�PRQWKV"

2Q�&KULVWPDV�'D\�P\�ZLIH� -XOLH� DQG� ,� GURYH�GRZQ� WR�2UDQJH�
&RXQW\�� 7KH� QH[W� GD\� ZH� WRRN� VRPH� IDPLO\� PHPEHUV� WR� WKH�
5RQDOG�5HDJDQ�/LEUDU\�DQG�EXULDO�VLWH�LQ�6LPL�9DOOH\��,WłV�D�EHDX�
WLIXO�VSRW��XS�RQ�D�KLOO�ZLWK�D�����GHJUHH�YLHZ�RI�WKH�VXUURXQGLQJ�
YDOOH\V�� 2QH� RI� WKH� FRROHVW� WKLQJV� LV� WKDW� WKH\� KDG� VKLSSHG� LQ�
WKH�DFWXDO�$LU�)RUFH�2QH�SODQH�WKDW�ZDV�LQ�DFWLYH�VHUYLFH�GXULQJ�

WKH�5HDJDQ�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ��7KHUH� LV�ZDV� LQ�WKLV�EHDXWLIXO�JODVV�
KDQJDU�DQG�ZH�FRXOG�WRXU�LW��

$V� ZH� ZDONHG� WKURXJK� DQG� VDZ� WKH� SUHVLGHQWłV� TXDUWHUV�� WKH�
FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�GHVN�ZLWK�WKH�QXFOHDU�IRRWEDOO�ZKHUH�WKH\�NHSW�
WKH� FRGHV�� WKH�SODFHV� IRU� WKH�9,3V�DQG� WKH� FUHZ�DQG� WKH�SUHVV��
,�WKRXJKW��WKHUH�ZHUH�UHDOO\�VPDUW�SHRSOH�WKDW�URGH�WKDW�SODQH��
5HDOO\� VPDUW��ZLVH�� LQVLJKWIXO�� H[SHULHQFHG�� HYHQ�PDWXUH�� 7KHQ�
ZH�UHDG�'DYLGłV�ZRUGV�DQG�KH�VD\V��7KLQN�RI�WKH�VPDUWHVW�SHRSOH�
ZKR�HYHU�URGH�$LU�)RUFH�2QH��,I�\RX�UHDG�DQG�PHGLWDWH�RQ�*RGłV�
ZRUG�\RX�ZLOO�KDYH�PRUH�LQVLJKW�LQWR�KRZ�WKLQJV�ZRUN��KXPDQ�
QDWXUH��WKH�KRSHV�DQG�GUHDPV�RI�SHRSOH��WKH�SHDFH�WKDW�WKH�ZRUOG�
FDQłW�JLYH��WKH�ZD\�WR�QRW�FDUU\�EXUGHQV��WKH�ZD\V�WR�DFWXDOO\�KHOS�
SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�VXIIHULQJ��LQ�SRYHUW\��DGGLFWHG��KRSHOHVV��,W�ZDV�
SUHWW\�KXPEOLQJ�

Because the Bible directs us

:KDW�GR�,�PHDQ�E\�WKDW"�'DYLG�WDXJKW�XV�DERXW�KLV�ORYH�IRU�*RGłV�
ZRUG�LQ�YHUVH����DQG�WKHQ�LQ�YHUVHV��������KH�WDXJKW�XV�DERXW�
KRZ� *RGłV�:RUG� HTXLSV� XV� ZLWK� ZLVGRP�� LQVLJKW� DQG� XQGHU�
VWDQGLQJ��HYHQ�PRUH�RI�LW�WKDQ�SHRSOH�ZKR�ULGH�$LU�)RUFH�2QH��
6R� RXU� DHURELF� ORYH� IRU�*RGłV�:RUG� �UHDGLQJ� DQG�PHGLWDWLQJ��
SURGXFHV�DSSOLHG�NQRZOHGJH��LQVLJKW�DQG�ZLVGRP�PDWXULW\�XQ�
GHUVWDQGLQJ��ZKLFK�LV�WKHQ�DSSOLHG�WR�D�VLWXDWLRQ��FLUFXPVWDQFH��
FKDOOHQJH�LQ�RXU�OLYHV��$QG�ZKDW�GRHV�'DYLG�VD\�FRPHV�RXW�RQ�WKH�
RWKHU�HQG"�2EHGLHQFH��/RRN�DW�YHUVHV���������

“I have kept my feet from every evil path so that I 

might obey your word. I have not departed from 

your laws, for you yourself have taught me.”

0D\EH�VRPH�RI�XV�DUH�VWDUWLQJ�WR�WKLQN��WKLV�LV�WRR�KDUG��0\�IHHW�
HQG�XS�RQ�WKH�HYLO�SDWK�DOO�WKH�WLPH��,�KDYH�WULHG�DQG�WULHG�DQG�
,�REH\�IRU�D�ZKLOH��EXW�VXUH�HQRXJK�,�EORZ�LW�DJDLQ��6RPH�RI�XV�
MXVW�FDQłW�VHHP�WR�VWRS�GRLQJ�WKH�ZURQJ�WKLQJV��$QG�QRW�WR�GLV�
FRXUDJH�\RX��EXW�ZH�FDQłW�FKDQJH��:H�ZRQłW�HYHU�EH�REHGLHQW�
LQ�D�SXUH�VHQVH�LI�ZH�DUH�PRWLYDWHG�WR�FKDQJH�E\�IHDU�RI�SXQLVK�
PHQW��:H�PD\�VWRS�GRLQJ�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�LV�ZURQJ�IRU�D�ZKLOH��
EXW�RXU�KHDUWV�DUH�QRW�LQ�LW�VR�LW�ZRQłW�ODVW��

7KDQN�*RG�WKDW�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�ZDON�LVQłW�MXVW�VWD\LQJ�DZD\�IURP�
WKH�HYLO�SDWK�WR�EH�D�JRRG�&KULVWLDQ��,W�LVQłW�DERXW�ZRUNLQJ�KDUGHU�
RU�GRLQJ�EHWWHU��,WłV�DERXW�HPEUDFLQJ�WKH�ORYH�WKDW�*RG�H[WHQGV�
WR� XV�� /RYH� LV� WKH�PRVW� SRZHUIXO�PRWLYDWRU� IRU� REHGLHQFH� EH�
FDXVH�ORYHłV�PRWLYDWLRQ�LV�DERXW�*RG�RIIHULQJ�XV�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�
WR�HPEUDFH�VRPHWKLQJ�EHWWHU��VRPHWKLQJ�JRRG��VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�
EULQJV�DQ�DEXQGDQW�OLIH��

$V�\RX�DUH�FKDOOHQJHG�WR�REH\�*RGłV�:RUG� LQ�\RXU�(�����NHHS�
WKLQNLQJ�DERXW�KRZ�JRRG�*RG�LV��KRZ�PXFK�KH�ORYHV�\RX��DQG�
WKDW�KLV�SODQV�DUH�IRU�\RX�WR�SURVSHU��$QG�(����LV�D�FKDQFH�WR�JHW�
WR�NQRZ�KLP�EHWWHU��+H�JLYHV�XV�YHUVH�����WR�GULYH�KRPH�ZKDW�
LV�EHWWHU�

“How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter 

than honey to my mouth!”
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'DYLG�ZDV�FRQIURQWHG�ZLWK�WKH�VDPH�NLQGV�RI�ZRUGV�WKH�ZRUOG�
VSHDNV�WR�XV�WR�WULFN�XV�WR�JR�GRZQ�WKH�ZURQJ�SDWK��$QG�KH�VD\V�
WKH�ZRUGV�WKDW�FRPH�IURP�WKH�ZRUOG�DUH�QRW�VZHHW��7KH�ZRUGV�
WKDW�FRPH�IURP�*RG�DUH�VZHHWHU�HYHQ�WKDQ�WKH�EHVW�KRQH\�,�SXW�
RQ�P\�EUHDG��'DYLG�VHHV�*RGłV�:RUG�DV�D�JLIW��VR�WKHUHIRUH�KH�
KXQJHUV�WR�NQRZ�EHWWHU�WKH�JLIW�JLYHU�

,�JRW�WKLV�HPDLO�IURP�D�JURXS�FDOOHG�����)HOORZVKLS��6RPH�JHQ�
HURXV� IDPLO\�DW�&3&�SDLG�P\�ZD\� WR�EH�SDUW�RI� WKLV�SDVWRU�WR�
SDVWRU� FRPPXQLW\� WR� OHDUQ� DQG� JURZ�� 7KH� ���� )HOORZVKLS� LV�
DERXW�HQFRXUDJLQJ�SDVWRUV�WR�IRFXV�RQ�WKH�:RUG�DQG�SUD\HU�DQG�
KDYH�WKH�FRXUDJH�WR�VD\�QR�WR�RWKHU�WKLQJV�WKDW�GLVWUDFW�IURP�D�
SDVWRUłV�FDOOLQJ��'R�\RX�NQRZ�ZKDW�KDSSHQV�ZKHQ�,�JHW�JLIWV�OLNH�
D�3DFNHU�FDQG\�GLVSHQVHU�DQG�D�WLFNHW�WR�MRLQ�D�3DVWRUłV�1HWZRUN�
WKDW�ZLOO�KHOS�PH�JURZ"� ,�ZDQW� WR�JHW� WR�NQRZ�WKH�JLIW�JLYHUV��
7KH\� FDUH� DERXW�PH�� 7KH\� DUH� VKRZLQJ� ORYH�� ,� ZDQW� WR� JHW� WR�
NQRZ� WKHP�EHWWHU�� ,�ZDQW� WR� VD\� WKDQN�\RX�� ,WłV� WKH� VDPH�ZD\�
ZLWK�*RG��:KDWHYHU�LV�JRRG�DQG�SHUIHFW�WKDW�FRPHV�WR�XV�LQ�WKLV�
OLIH�DQG�DIWHU�WKLV�OLIH�LV�D�JLIW�IURP�KLP��,�JHW�WR�NQRZ�*RG�WKH�JLIW�
JLYHU�ZKHQ�,�UHDG�KLV�ZRUG��,�JHW�WR�VD\�WKDQN�\RX��,�NQRZ�*RG�LV�
ZDWFKLQJ�RXW�IRU�PH���

“I gain understanding from your precepts; there-

fore I hate every wrong path.” (v. 104)

6R�LWłV�ORYH��LWłV�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�DQG�LWłV�REHGLHQFH�

Because it’s God speaking

“….for you yourself have taught me.”(v. 102)

6KHUORFN�+ROPHV�DQG�'U��:DWVRQ�JR�RQ�D�FDPSLQJ�WULS��VHW�XS�
WKHLU� WHQW�DQG� IDOO�DVOHHS��6RPH�KRXUV� ODWHU��+ROPHV�ZDNHV�KLV�
IDLWKIXO�IULHQG�

Ń:DWVRQ��ORRN�XS�DW�WKH�VN\�DQG�WHOO�PH�ZKDW�\RX�VHH�ń

:DWVRQ�UHSOLHV��Ń,�VHH�PLOOLRQV�RI�VWDUV�ń

Ń:KDW�GRHV�WKDW�WHOO�\RX"ń�DVNV�+ROPHV�

:DWVRQ� SRQGHUV� IRU� D� PLQXWH�� Ń$VWURQRPLFDOO\� VSHDNLQJ�� LW�
WHOOV�PH� WKDW� WKHUH�DUH�PLOOLRQV�RI�JDOD[LHV� DQG�SRWHQWLDOO\�ELO�
OLRQV�RI�SODQHWV��$VWURORJLFDOO\�� LW�WHOOV�PH�WKDW�6DWXUQ�LV� LQ�/HR��
+RXUORJLFDOO\��LW�DSSHDUV�WR�EH�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�D�TXDUWHU�SDVW�WKUHH�
LQ�WKH�D�P��7KHRORJLFDOO\��LWłV�HYLGHQW�WKH�/RUG�LV�DOO�SRZHUIXO�DQG�
ZH�DUH�VPDOO�DQG�LQVLJQLğFDQW��0HWHRURORJLFDOO\��LW�VHHPV�ZH�ZLOO�
KDYH�D�EHDXWLIXO�GD\�WRPRUURZ�ń

$IWHU�D�SDXVH��:DWVRQ�VD\V��Ń:HOO��+ROPHV��ZKDW�GRHV�LW�WHOO�\RX"ń

+ROPHV�LV�VLOHQW�IRU�D�PRPHQW�DQG�WKHQ�KH�VSHDNV��Ń:DWVRQ��\RX�
WZLW��,W�WHOOV�PH�WKDW�VRPHRQH�KDV�VWROHQ�RXU�WHQW�ń

7KHUH�LV�D�GDQJHU�ZKHQ�ZH�FRPH�WR�6FULSWXUH�WKDW�ZH�ORRN�IRU�
WKH�FRPSOLFDWHG�UDWKHU�WKDQ�ORRNLQJ�IRU�WKH�REYLRXV��,�PXVW�NHHS�
WHOOLQJ�P\VHOI�� NHHS� LW� VLPSOH� VWXSLG�� ,WłV� QRW� WKDW� FRPSOLFDWHG��
5HPHPEHU�ZKDW�\RX�DUH�UHDGLQJ��7KHVH�DUH�WKH�ZRUGV�RI�*RG��
QRW�PHQ��7KH�$SRVWOH�3DXO�JDYH�WKDQNV�WR�*RG�ZKHQ�WKRVH�ZKR�
KHDUG�IURP�KLP�ZKHQ�KH�WDXJKW�KHDUG�KLV�ZRUGV�IRU�ZKDW�WKH\�
ZHUHŌ*RG�VSHDNLQJ��

“And we thank God continually because, when you 

received the word of God, which you heard from 

us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but as 

it actually is, the word of God, which is at work in 

you who believe” (1st Thessalonians 2:13).

:KHQ�,�RSHQ�P\�%LEOH�����WLPHV�WR�UHDG�����SDVVDJHV�LQ�WKH�QH[W�
IRXU�PRQWKV������WLPHV�,�JHW�WKH�SULYLOHJH�WR�KHDU�*RG�VSHDN�

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


