
7KLV�PRUQLQJ�ZH� FRPH� WR� WKH� ğQDO� SDVVDJH� LQ� RXU� VWXG\� RI� ��
-RKQ��DQG�,�WKLQN�\RXłOO�DJUHH�WKH�ZD\�-RKQ�HQGV�WKLV�ğUVW�OHWWHU�
LV� TXLWH� LQWULJXLQJ�� ,Q� IDFW�� ,�ZDQW� WR� VWDUW� WRGD\�ZLWK� WKH� YHU\�
ODVW�WKLQJ�-RKQ�VD\V��/RRN�DW�������“Dear children, keep yourselves 
from idols.” 7KDW�YHUVH�KDV�SHUSOH[HG�%LEOH�VFKRODUV�IRU�FHQWXULHV��
,I�\RX�ORRN�DW�KRZ�RWKHU�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�OHWWHUV�HQG��\RXłOO�VHH�
ZKDW�,�PHDQ��0RVW�RI�WKHP�HQG�ZLWK�VRPH�NLQG�RI�EOHVVLQJ�RU�
SUD\HU��DPRXQWLQJ�WR�VRPHWKLQJ�OLNH�D�ğQDO�HQFRXUDJHPHQW�IRU�
WKRVH�UHDGLQJ�WKH�OHWWHU��-RKQ�HQGV�WKLV�OHWWHU�QRW�ZLWK�D�EOHVVLQJ�
RU�D�SUD\HU��EXW�ZLWK�D�ZDUQLQJ��Ń'HDU�FKLOGUHQ��NHHS�\RXUVHOYHV�
IURP�LGROV�ń

,WłV�DOVR�SHUSOH[LQJ�EHFDXVH�QRZKHUH�LQ�WKLV�OHWWHU�KDV�-RKQ�PHQ-
WLRQHG�LGROV��,WłV�QRW�WKHUH��,WłV�QRW�LQ�KLV�RWKHU�WZR�OHWWHUV�HLWKHU�
RU�LQ�KLV�*RVSHO��:K\�KHUH"�:K\�QRZ"�:K\�DOO�RI�D�VXGGHQ�DW�
WKH�HQG�GRHV�KH�MXVW�FORVH�WKLV�OHWWHU�ZLWK�VXFK�D�ZDUQLQJ�DJDLQVW�
LGRODWU\"�

,I� ZH� UHDG� WKLV� LQ� WKH� 2OG� 7HVWDPHQW� LW� ZRXOG� PDNH� SHUIHFW�
VHQVH��<RX�GRQłW�KDYH�WR�JR�IDU�LQ�UHDGLQJ�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�WR�
VHH�ZKDW�D�ELJ�GHDO� LGRODWU\�ZDV��*RG�JDYH�KLV�SHRSOH� WKH�7HQ�
&RPPDQGPHQWV��7KH�ğUVW�WZR�GHDOW�ZLWK�WKH�LVVXH�RI� LGRODWU\��
*HW� WKLV�� :KLOH� 0RVHV� ZDV� RQ� 0W�� 6LQDL� JHWWLQJ� WKRVH� FRP-
PDQGPHQWV��WKH�SHRSOH�RI�,VUDHO�ZHUH�GRZQ�PDNLQJ�DQ�LGRO�WKDW�
ORRNHG�OLNH�D�FRZ��0RVHV�FDPH�GRZQ�WKH�PRXQWDLQ�ZLWK�WKH�WZR�
VWRQH� WDEOHWV��DQG�$DURQ�KDG�WKH�DXGDFLW\� WR� WHOO�KLP�� Ń*ROO\�� ,�
WKUHZ�WKLV�VWXII�LQ�WKH�ğUH�DQG�ORRN�ZKDW�FDPH�RXW�ń�,W�ZDVQłW�MXVW�
WKHP��LW�ZDV�6RORPRQ�DQG�D�ORQJ�OLQH�RI�.LQJV��<RX�UHDG�WKH�2OG�
7HVWDPHQW�DQG�WKLV�ZDUQLQJ�PDNHV�VHQVH�

%XW�QRW�KHUH��QRW� LQ��� -RKQ��6R�ZKDW�GR�ZH�GR�ZLWK� WKLV"�7KH�
PRUH�,łYH�WKRXJKW�DERXW�LW��WKH�PRUH�LW�PDNHV�VHQVH��,łYH�FRPH�
WR�WKLQN�LQ�WKLV�RQH�YHUVH�-RKQ�VXPPDUL]HV�KLV�HQWLUH�OHWWHU��:H�
NQRZ� WKH�SHRSOH�KH�ZDV�ZULWLQJ� WR�ZHUH�XQGHU�DWWDFN��7KH\łG�
EHHQ�SUH\HG�XSRQ�E\� IDOVH� WHDFKHUV� FDOOHG� WKH�*QRVWLFV�� 7KHVH�
SHRSOH�FODLPHG�D�VXSHULRU�NQRZOHGJH�RI�*RG��WKH\�GHQLHG�-HVXV�
ZDV�WKH�6RQ�RI�*RG�ZKR�FDPH�LQ�WKH�ĠHVK�DQG�GLHG�IRU�RXU�VLQV��
DQG� WKH\� OHIW� WKH� FKXUFK� DQG� WRRN�PDQ\�ZLWK� WKHP��0DQ\� RI�
\RX�DUH�FRPPLWWHG�WR�D�VPDOO�JURXS�RI�EHOLHYHUV�\RX�PHHW�ZLWK�
UHJXODUO\�� ,PDJLQH� LI� RQH� GD\�KDOI� WKH� JURXS� OHIW� EHFDXVH� WKH\�
FODLPHG�\RX�ZHUHQłW�VSLULWXDO�� WUXVWLQJ�-HVXV�ZDVQłW�HQRXJK�� ,Q�
HVVHQFH��WKHVH�*QRVWLFV�VDLG�VDOYDWLRQ�GLGQłW�FRPH�WKURXJK�IDLWK�
LQ�-HVXV�EXW�WKURXJK�NQRZOHGJH��7KHLU� LGRO�ZDV�NQRZOHGJH��6R�
ZKHQ�-RKQ�VD\V� “Dear children, keep yourselves from idols,”�KHłV�
WKLQNLQJ�RI�WKDW��+HłV�ZDUQLQJ�WKHP�IURP�UHSODFLQJ�WKHLU�IDLWK�LQ�

-HVXV�ZLWK�IDLWK�LQ�NQRZOHGJH��,W�PLJKW�VHHP�VWUDQJH�VRPHRQH�
ZRXOG�GR� WKDW��EXW�ZH�GR� LW�DOO� WKH� WLPH�� ,W�GRHVQłW�KDYH� WR�EH�
NQRZOHGJH��LW�FDQ�EH�DQ\WKLQJ�

1R�RQH�KDV�ZULWWHQ�PRUH�LQVLJKWIXOO\�DERXW�PRGHUQ�GD\�LGRODWU\�
WKDQ�7LP�.HOOHU�� ,Q�KLV�ERRN��Counterfeit Gods�KH�VD\V�DQ� LGRO� LV�
ŃDQ\WKLQJ�PRUH� LPSRUWDQW� WR�\RX� WKDQ�*RG��DQ\WKLQJ� WKDW�DE-
VRUEV�\RXU�KHDUW�DQG�LPDJLQDWLRQ�PRUH�WKDQ�*RG��DQ\WKLQJ�\RX�
VHHN� WR�JLYH� \RX�ZKDW�RQO\�*RG� FDQ�JLYH��$� FRXQWHUIHLW� JRG� LV�
DQ\WKLQJ� VR� FHQWUDO� DQG� HVVHQWLDO� WR� \RXU� OLIH� WKDW�� VKRXOG� \RX�
ORVH�LW��\RXU�OLIH�ZRXOG�IHHO�KDUGO\�ZRUWK�OLYLQJ�ń�:H�WHQG�WR�WKLQN�
LGROV�DUH�EDG�WKLQJV��EXW�WKDWłV�UDUHO\�WKH�FDVH��7KH�EHWWHU�VRPH-
WKLQJ�LV��WKH�PRUH�OLNHO\�ZH�WKLQN�LW�FDQ�VDWLVI\�RXU�GHHSHVW�QHHGV��
$Q\WKLQJ�FDQ�EH�DQ� LGRO�� HVSHFLDOO\� WKH�YHU\�EHVW� WKLQJV��7KHVH�
DUHQłW�LGROV�PDGH�RI�ZRRG�DQG�VWRQH��WKH\łUH�LGROV�RI�WKH�KHDUW�

.HOOHU� VD\V�ZH� FDQ� LGHQWLI\�RXU� LGROV�E\�DVNLQJ�RXUVHOYHV� WKUHH�
TXHVWLRQV��)LUVW��ZKDW�GR�ZH�ORYH"�:KDWHYHU�ZH�GD\GUHDP�DERXW��
ZKDWHYHU�ZH�HQMR\�LPDJLQLQJ��ZKDWHYHU�FDSWXUHV�RXU�DIIHFWLRQV�
DQG�SURYLGHV�XV�ZLWK�D�VHQVH�RI�VLJQLğFDQFH�DQG�ZRUWK�FDQ�EH�
DQ�LGRO��6HFRQG��ZKDW�GR�ZH�WUXVW"�:KDWHYHU�ZH�ORRN�WR�JLYH�XV�
D�VHQVH�RI�VHFXULW\��FRQWURO�DQG�FRQğGHQFH�FDQ�EH�DQ�LGRO��2IWHQ�
WKH�WKLQJ�ZH�IHDU�ORVLQJ�WKH�PRVW�FDQ�EH�DQ�LGRO��)LQDOO\��ZKDW�GR�
ZH�REH\"�*RG�VKRXOG�EH�RXU�RQO\�/RUG�DQG�0DVWHU��EXW�ZKDW-
HYHU�ZH� ORYH� DQG� WUXVW�ZH� DOVR� VHUYH��:KDWHYHU� FRQWUROV� XV� LV�
RXU�PDVWHU��7KH�SHUVRQ�ZKR�VHHNV�SRZHU�LV�FRQWUROOHG�E\�SRZHU��
7KH�SHUVRQ�ZKR�VHHNV�DFFHSWDQFH�LV�FRQWUROOHG�E\�WKH�SHRSOH�KH�
ZDQWV�WR�SOHDVH��:H�GRQłW�FRQWURO�RXUVHOYHV��:HłUH�FRQWUROOHG�E\�
WKH�ORUG�RI�RXU�OLYHV��7KH�*QRVWLFV�ZHUH�HQDPRUHG�ZLWK�DQG�FRQ-
WUROOHG�E\�NQRZOHGJH��<RX�PLJKW�EH�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�VRPHWKLQJ�HOVH�

<RX�FDQ�HYHQ�PDNH�&KULVWPDV�DQ� LGRO��:H�DOO�NQRZ�&KULVWPDV�
LV� VXSSRVHG� WR�EH�DERXW� WKH�ELUWK�RI�&KULVW��EXW�KRZ�RIWHQ�GR�
ZH� ORRN� WR�&KULVWPDV� WR�SURYLGH�D� VHQVH�RI� MR\�DQG�SHDFH�DQG�
IDPLO\� WRJHWKHUQHVV"�:H� FDUU\� VR�PDQ\� H[SHFWDWLRQV� LQWR� WKLV�
VHDVRQ��:HłOO�GR�DOPRVW�DQ\WKLQJ�WR�VHH�WKHP�UHDOL]HG��:HłOO�JR�
LQWR�GHEW��:HłOO�WUDYHO�JUHDW�GLVWDQFHV��:HłOO�FUDP�ZD\�WRR�PXFK�
LQWR�RXU�VFKHGXOH���

6R�ZKHQ�-RKQ�VD\V��“Dear Children, keep yourselves from idols,” 
WKLV�PDNHV�SHUIHFW�VHQVH��QRW�RQO\�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�-RKQłV�OHWWHU�
EXW� DOVR� LQ� RXU� RZQ� OLYHV�� $QG� -RKQ�ZDQWV� WR� JLYH� KLV� UHDGHUV�
VRPH� WRROV� WR� GHDO� ZLWK� WKDW�� ,Q� HVVHQFH�� KH� WHOOV� WKHP� WKHLU�
NQRZOHGJH�LV�EHWWHU�WKDQ�WKH�*QRVWLFV��+H�ZDQWV�WKHP�WR�NQRZ�
WKDW� WKH\� NQRZ� WKH� RQH� WUXH� *RG� EHFDXVH� KHłV�PDGH� KLPVHOI�
NQRZQ�WR�XV�LQ�&KULVW��
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We Know We Have Eternal Life
,I�\RX�ORRN�DW�WKH�HLJKW�YHUVHV�WKDW�SURFHHG�WKLV�ZDUQLQJ��\RXłOO�
ğQG�VHYHUDO�WKLQJV�ZH�NQRZ�WKDW�IDU�VXUSDVV�DQ\WKLQJ�RXU�LGROV�
FDQ�RIIHU��/RRN�DW�YHUVH����

I write these things to you who believe in the name 
of the Son of God so that you may know that you 
have eternal life.

7KH�ğUVW�WKLQJ�ZH�NQRZ�LV�ZH�KDYH�HWHUQDO�OLIH��-RKQ�HYHQ�VD\V�
WKLV�LV�ZK\�KHłV�ZULWWHQ�WKHP�WKLV�OHWWHUŌKH�ZDQWV�WKHP�NQRZ�
LI�WKH\�EHOLHYH�LQ��WUXVW��WKH�QDPH�RI�WKH�6RQ�RI�*RG�WKH\�KDYH�
WKLV��7R�EHOLHYH�LQ�KLV�QDPH�LV�WKH�VDPH�WKLQJ�DV�EHOLHYLQJ�LQ�KLV�
SHUVRQ�

(WHUQDO�OLIH��:KDW�HOVH�FRXOG�SRVVLEO\�RIIHU�XV�HWHUQDO�OLIH"�7KDWłV�
QRW�MXVW�WDONLQJ�DERXW�WKH�GXUDWLRQ�RI�OLIH��EXW�DOVR�WKH�TXDOLW\�RI�
OLIH��(WHUQDO�OLIH�LVQłW�MXVW�HYHUODVWLQJ�OLIH��LWłV�VKDULQJ�LQ�WKH�YHU\�
OLIH�RI�*RG��7KLV�SDVW�ZHHN�P\����\HDU�ROG�GDG�KDV�EHHQ�WROG�KH�
RQO\�KDV�GD\V��PD\EH�ZHHNV��WR�OLYH��$V�\RX�FDQ�LPDJLQH��LWłV�EHHQ�
DQ�HPRWLRQDO�WLPH�IRU�P\�IDPLO\��,łYH�EHHQ�ZRQGHULQJ��KRZ�GR�,�
VD\�JRRGE\H�WR�P\�GDG"�+RZ�GR�,�GR�WKLV�ZHOO"�2QH�RI�WKH�WKLQJV�
,�NHHS�RQ�FRPLQJ�EDFN�WR�LV�WKLV��,łP�VR�JODG�P\�GDG�NQRZV�-HVXV��
,łP�VR�JODG�KH�FDPH�WR�IDLWK����\HDUV�DJR��+LV�OLIH�KDV�EHHQ�VR�GLI-
IHUHQW�HYHU�VLQFH��%XW�WKH�JUHDWHVW�WKLQJ�LV��ZKHQ�,�VD\�JRRGE\H��
LWłV�MXVW�JRRGE\H�IRU�QRZ��EHFDXVH�,łP�JRLQJ�WR�VHH�KLP�DJDLQ��

:KDW�LGRO�FDQ�JLYH�\RX�WKDW"�:KDW�LGRO�FDQ�JLYH�\RX�WKH�VXUH�DQG�
FHUWDLQ�KRSH�WKDW�\RXłOO�OLYH�QRW�MXVW�IRUHYHU��EXW�IRUHYHU�ZLWK�*RG�
LQ�D�SODFH�ZKHUH�WKHUHłV�QR�PRUH�FU\LQJ�RU�SDLQ�RU�GHDWK"�

We Know He Answers Our Prayers
7KH�VHFRQG�WKLQJ�ZH�NQRZ�LV�KH�KHDUV�DQG�DQVZHUV�RXU�SUD\HUV��
/RRN�DW�YHUVHV���ŋ���

7KLV� LV� WKH� FRQğGHQFH� ZH� KDYH� LQ� DSSURDFKLQJ�
God: that if we ask anything according to his will, 
he hears us. And if we know that he hears us—
whatever we ask—we know that we have what we 
asked of him.

7KDW� ZRUG� ŃFRQğGHQFHń� PHDQV� EROGQHVV�� (DUOLHU� LQ� WKLV� OHWWHU�
-RKQ�VDLG�ZH�FRXOG�KDYH�FRQğGHQFH�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH�GD\�RI�MXGJH-
PHQW��EXW�KHUH�KH�WDONV�DERXW�D�FRQğGHQFH�RU�EROGQHVV�ZH�KDYH�
ULJKW�QRZ�LQ�SUD\HU��:H�FDQ�FRPH�LQWR�KLV�SUHVHQFH�DQG�EULQJ�
RXU�UHTXHVWV�DW�DQ\�WLPH��:KHQ�ZH�GR�WKDW��KH�VD\V�ZH�NQRZ�QRW�
RQO\�GRHV�KH�KHDU�XV�EXW�KH�JLYHV�XV�ZKDWHYHU�ZH�DVN��

%XW�WKLV�LVQłW�MXVW�D�EODQNHW�SURPLVH��7KHUHłV�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�TXDOL-
ğFDWLRQ��+H�VD\V��“...if we ask anything according to his will.” 
3UD\HU� LVQłW� D� FRQYHQLHQW�GHYLFH� IRU� JHWWLQJ�ZKDW�ZH�ZDQW�RXW�
RI�*RG��EXW� LWłV� D�ZD\�RI�EHQGLQJ�RXU�ZLOO� WR�KLV�� 6R� LQ�SUD\HU�
ZH�VHHN�*RGłV�ZLOO��HPEUDFH�LW�DQG�DOLJQ�RXUVHOYHV�ZLWK�LW��(YHU\�
WUXH�SUD\HU�LV�D�YDULDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�WKHPH��Ń<RXU�ZLOO�EH�GRQH�ń�-HVXV�
WDXJKW�XV�WR�VD\�WKLV�LQ�ZKDW�ZH�FDOO�WKH�/RUGłV�3UD\HU��Ń2XU�)DWKHU�
LQ�KHDYHQ��KDOORZHG�EH�\RXU�QDPH�� \RXU�NLQJGRP�FRPH�� \RXU�
ZLOO�EH�GRQH��RQ�HDUWK�DV�LW�LV�LQ�KHDYHQ�ń�+H�DOVR�OLYHG�WKLV�RXW�LQ�

WKH�JDUGHQ�RI�*HWKVHPDQH��+H�ZDV�FRPSOHWHO\�KRQHVW�ZLWK�*RG�
DERXW�ZKDW� KH�ZDQWHG� �Ń7DNH� WKLV� FXS� IURP�PHń�� EXW� KH� DOVR�
ERZHG�KLV�ZLOO�WR�KLV�)DWKHUłV��ŃQRW�P\�ZLOO�EXW�\RXUV�EH�GRQHń���

7KLV��E\�WKH�ZD\��LV�ZKDW�LW�PHDQV�ZKHQ�ZH�VD\�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�RXU�
SUD\HUV�� Ń,Q�-HVXVł�QDPH��$PHQ�ń�6R�RIWHQ�ZH�VD\�WKDW�ZLWKRXW�
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�ZKDW�LW�PHDQV��3DUW�RI�ZKDW�LW�PHDQV�LV�ZH�PDNH�
RXU� UHTXHVWV�QRW�EDVHG�RQ�RXU�RZQ�PHULW�EXW�RQ� WKH�PHULW�RI�
-HVXV�DQG�KLV�ZRUN�RQ�WKH�FURVV��%XW� LW�DOVR�PHDQV�RXU�SUD\HUV�
VKRXOG� UHĠHFW� KLV� YDOXHV� DQG�SXUSRVHV��2XU� SUD\HUV� VKRXOG� EH�
JRYHUQHG�E\�KLV�NLQJGRP�DJHQGD��)RU�WKDW�WR�KDSSHQ�RXU�PLQGV�
DQG�KHDUWV�PXVW�EH�VKDSHG�E\�6FULSWXUH��6RPHWLPHV�ZH�MXVW�QHHG�
WR�VWRS�DQG�DVN��ZKDW�GRHV�*RG�UHDOO\�ZDQW�LQ�WKLV�VLWXDWLRQ"�

7KH�JUHDW�WKLQJ�DERXW�WKLV�LV��KH�NQRZV�ZKDWłV�EHVW�IRU�XV��DQG�
KH�ZDQWV�WKDW�IRU�XV��DQG�ZKHQ�ZH�SUD\�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKDW��ŃZH�
NQRZ�WKDW�ZH�KDYH�ZKDW�ZH�DVNHG�IURP�KLP�ń�:H�DOUHDG\�KDYH�LW�
HYHQ�WKRXJK�ZH�PLJKW�QRW�VHH�WKH�UHVXOWV�ULJKW�DZD\��,WłV�OLNH�\RX�
JR�RXW�DQG�EX\�D�&KULVWPDV�JLIW�IRU�RQH�RI�\RXU�NLGV�EHFDXVH�\RX�
NQRZ�ZKDW�WKH\�ZDQW��%XW�\RX�JR�WR�WKHP�DQ\ZD\�DQG�DVN�WKHP��
:KDW�GR�\RX�ZDQW�IRU�&KULVWPDV"�7KH\�WHOO�\RX�DQG�LWłV�H[DFWO\�
ZKDW�\RX�DOUHDG\�ERXJKW�IRU�WKHP��7KDWłV�QR�VXUSULVH�WR�\RX��\RX�
NQHZ�ZKDW�WKH\�ZDQWHG�DQG�\RX�ZHUH�KDSS\�WR�JHW�LW�IRU�WKHP��
,Q�D�VHQVH��WKHLU�UHTXHVW�KDV�EHHQ�JUDQWHG�DQG�WKH\�KDYH�LW��EXW�
WKH\�MXVW�FDQłW�HQMR\�LW�XQWLO�&KULVWPDV��7KLV�LV�RXU�FRQğGHQFH�LQ�
SUD\HU��WKLV�LV�ZKDW�ZH�NQRZ��:KDW�LGRO�FDQ�GR�WKDW"�:KDW�LGRO�
KDV�WKH�SRZHU�DQG�WKH�ORYH�WR�JUDQW�\RXU�UHTXHVWV"

1RZ�-RKQ�JRHV�RQ�DQG�KH�DSSOLHV�ZKDW�KHłV�VDLG�DERXW�SUD\HU�WR�
D�VSHFLğF�VLWXDWLRQ��+H�PRYHV�IURP�WDONLQJ�DERXW�SUD\HU�LQ�JHQ-
HUDO�WR�LQWHUFHVVRU\�SUD\HU��SUD\HU�IRU�RWKHUV��7KLV�ZDV�D�TXHVWLRQ�
WKH\�ZHUH�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�EHFDXVH�WKHUH�ZHUH�SHRSOH�ZKRłG�OHIW�WKH�
FKXUFK� DQG�ZHUH� QRZ�GHQ\LQJ�&KULVW�� 7KHUH�ZHUH� DOVR� SHRSOH�
ZKR�ZHUH�VWLOO�LQ�WKH�FKXUFK�EXW�VWUXJJOLQJ�LQ�WKHLU�ZDON��$ERXW�
SUD\LQJ�IRU�WKHP��-RKQ�VD\V�

If you see any brother or sister commit a sin that 
GRHV�QRW� OHDG�WR�GHDWK��\RX�VKRXOG�SUD\�DQG�*RG�
will give them life. I refer to those whose sin does 
not lead to death. There is a sin that leads to death. 
,�DP�QRW�VD\LQJ�WKDW�\RX�VKRXOG�SUD\�DERXW�WKDW��
All wrongdoing is sin, and there is sin that does not 
lead to death (verses 16–17).

7KHVH�WZR�YHUVHV�DUH�DQ�LOOXVWUDWLRQ�RI�D�UHTXHVW�WKDWłV�LQ�WKH�ZLOO�
RI�*RG�LQ�FRQWUDVW�ZLWK�RQH�WKDW� LVQłW��+H�VWDUWV�ZLWK�WKH�SRVL-
WLYH��:KDW�GR�\RX�GR�ZKHQ�\RX�VHH�D�EURWKHU�RU�VLVWHU�LQ�&KULVW�
FRPPLW�D�VLQ"�<RX�SUD\�IRU�KLP��+H�GRHVQłW�WHOO�XV�ZKDW�WR�SUD\�
IRU��EXW�LW�VHHPV�\RXłG�SUD\�IRU�WKDW�SHUVRQ�WR�KDYH�DQ�DWWLWXGH�RI�
FRQIHVVLRQ�DQG�UHSHQWDQFH��7KDWłV�LQ�WKH�ZLOO�RI�*RG��5HPHPEHU��
ZH�VDZ�LQ������“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and 
will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” 
:KHQ�ZH�SUD\�IRU�WKHP�LQ�WKDW�ZD\��LW�VD\V�*RG�ZLOO�DQVZHU�RXU�
SUD\HU� DQG� JLYH� WKHP� OLIH��:HłYH� DOUHDG\� OHDUQHG� DV� EHOLHYHUV�
ZH�KDYH�WKLV� OLIH� LQ�XV��EXW� ,�EHOLHYH�WKLV� LV�VD\LQJ�WKDW�WKURXJK�



FRQIHVVLRQ�WKH\łOO�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�KDYH�WKDW�OLIH��6R�WKLV�LV�ZKDW�
\RX�GR�IRU�D�IHOORZ�EHOLHYHU�ZKR�IDOOV�LQWR�VLQ��\RX�SUD\�IRU�WKHP��

%XW�QRWLFH�WKHUHłV�D�TXDOLğFDWLRQ�DQG�WKLV�LV�WKH�QHJDWLYH�H[DPSOH��
-RKQ�VD\V�WKLV�RQO\�DSSOLHV�WR�WKH�RQH�ZKR�FRPPLWV�ŃD�VLQ�WKDW�
GRHV�QRW�OHDG�WR�GHDWK�ń�7KHUH�LV�VLQ�WKDW�GRHV�OHDG�WR�GHDWK�DQG�
KHłV�QRW�VD\LQJ�WR�SUD\�DERXW�WKDW��+H�GRHVQłW�FRPH�ULJKW�RXW�DQG�
VD\�not�WR�SUD\�DERXW�LW��KH�GRHVQłW�IRUELG�LW��EXW�KH�GRHVQłW�DG-
YLVH�LW�HLWKHU��,W�ZRXOG�VHHP�WKDW�WKH�ŃVLQ�ZKLFK�OHDGV�WR�GHDWKń�LV�
WKH�NLQG�WR�ZKLFK�*RG�KDV�GHWHUPLQHG�XSRQ�D�FHUWDLQ�UHVSRQVH�
DQG�QR�SUD\HU�LV�JRLQJ�WR�FKDQJH�KLV�PLQG��VR�LWłV�QRW�LQ�*RGłV�ZLOO�
WR�SUD\�DERXW�WKDW��

7KH�ELJ�TXHVWLRQ�KHUH�LV��ZKDWłV�WKH�VLQ�WKDW�OHDGV�WR�GHDWK"�$QG�
ZKDW�NLQG�RI�GHDWK�LV�KH�WDONLQJ�DERXW"�3K\VLFDO�GHDWK�RU�VSLULWXDO�
GHDWK"� ,V� KH� WDONLQJ� DERXW� EHOLHYHUV� RU� XQEHOLHYHUV"� 7KHUH� DUH�
VHYHUDO�H[SODQDWLRQV�IRU�ZKDW�WKLV�PHDQV��2QH�YLHZ�UHJDUGV�LW�DV�
VRPH�VSHFLğF�VLQ�ZKLFK�LV�VR�WHUULEOH�DV�WR�EH�XQIRUJLYDEOH��VXFK�
DV� VXLFLGH��PXUGHU�� RU� DGXOWHU\�� 7KLV� YLHZ� FUHDWHG� WKH�&DWKROLF�
GLVWLQFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�PRUWDO�DQG�YHQLDO�VLQV�� �$�VHFRQG�YLHZ�UH-
ODWHV�WKLV�WR�ZKDW�-HVXV�VDLG�DERXW�EODVSKHP\�DJDLQVW�WKH�+RO\�
6SLULW��$�WKLUG�YLHZ�VD\V�WKLV�LV�WDONLQJ�DERXW�WKH�SK\VLFDO�GHDWK�RI�
D�EHOLHYHU��7KHUH�DUH�H[DPSOHV�LQ�WKH�%LEOH�RI�EHOLHYHUV�ZKR�GLHG�
DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�EODWDQW�VLQ��OLNH�$QDQLDV�DQG�6DSSKLUD�

$�EHWWHU�DSSURDFK�LV�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKLV� LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�ZKDW�
ZDV�JRLQJ�RQ�LQ���-RKQ��6LQ�WKDW�OHDG�WR�GHDWK�LV�WKH�VLQ�RI�WKH�
SHRSOH�ZKRłG�OHIW�-RKQłV�FKXUFKHV�DQG�UHMHFWHG�WKH�WUXWK�RI�WKH�
JRVSHO�WKDW�-HVXV�ZDV�WKH�6RQ�RI�*RG�ZKR�GLHG�RQ�WKH�FURVV�WR�
SD\�IRU�RXU�VLQV��7KHVH�DUHQłW�SHRSOH�ZKR�ZHUH�RQFH�VDYHG�EXW�
QRZ�KDYH�ORVW�WKHLU�VDOYDWLRQ��+H�GRHVQłW�FDOO�WKHP�D�EURWKHU�RU�
VLVWHU�LQ�&KULVW��7KH\�PLJKW�KDYH�PDGH�D�SURIHVVLRQ�RI�IDLWK�EXW�
WKH\�QHYHU�HQWHUHG�LQWR�QHZ�ELUWK�LQ�&KULVW��$QG�VR�DIWHU�EHLQJ�
D�SDUW�RI�WKH�IHOORZVKLS�RI�EHOLHYHUV�DQG�KHDULQJ�WKH�JRVSHO�DQG�
VHHLQJ�*RG�DW�ZRUN�WKH\�KDUGHQHG�WKHLU�KHDUW�DQG�WXUQHG�DZD\�
IURP� LW�� ,� WKLQN� WKHVH� DUH� WKH� VDPH� NLQGV� RI� SHRSOH� WKH�ZULWHU�
RI�+HEUHZV�ZDV�WDONLQJ�DERXW�ZKHQ�KH�GHVFULEHV�WKRVH�“...who 
have once been enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly 
gift and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit, and have 
tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, 
and then have fallen away, it is impossible to renew them again 
to repentance...” �+HEUHZV� �������� 1RZ�ZH� VKRXOG� EH� FDUHIXO�
DERXW�PDNLQJ�WKLV�MXGJPHQW�RQ�VRPHRQH�WRR�UDVKO\��*RGłV�PHU-
FLHV�DUH�JUHDW�

%XW�WKDWłV�QRW�WKH�IRFXV�KHUH��7KH�IRFXV�LV�RQ�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�DQG�
WKH� UHVSRQVLELOLW\�ZH�KDYH� WR�SUD\� IRU�RXU�EURWKHUV�DQG�VLVWHUV�
LQ�&KULVW��7KURXJKRXW�WKLV�ERRN�-RKQ�KDV�WDONHG�DERXW�WKH�JUHDW�
FRPPDQGPHQW�WR�ORYH�RXU�EURWKHUV�DQG�VLVWHUV�LQ�&KULVW��:HOO��
WKLV�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�ZD\V�\RX�ORYH�WKHP��<RX�SUD\�IRU�WKHP�ZKHQ�
WKH\� IDOO� LQWR� VLQ�� <RX�SUD\� WKH\łG� UHFRJQL]H� WKHLU� VLQ� DQG� VHHN�
IRUJLYHQHVV�DQG�WXUQ�IURP�LW���*RG�ZLOO�DQVZHU�WKDW�SUD\HU��,W�UH-
PLQGV�PH�RI�ZKDW�-HVXV�VDLG�WR�6LPRQ�3HWHU��%HIRUH�KLV�DUUHVW��

-HVXV�WROG�3HWHU�KHłG�VRRQ�GHQ\�KLP�WKUHH�WLPHV��+HUHłV�ZKDW�KH�
VDLG�WR�KLP��“Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of you as 
wheat. But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not 
fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers” 
�/XNH������������<RX�VHH��WKLV�LV�ZKDW�-HVXV�GLG�IRU�3HWHU��DQG�WKLV�
LV�ZKDW�ZH�NQRZ�KH�FDQ�GR�IRU�RWKHUV�WKURXJK�RXU�SUD\HUV��

We Know We’re of the True God and are Kept Safe 
from the Evil One
7KH�WKLUG�WKLQJ�ZH�NQRZ�LV�IRXQG�LQ�YHUVHV���ŋ���

We know that anyone born of God does not con-
WLQXH�WR�VLQ��WKH�2QH�ZKR�ZDV�ERUQ�RI�*RG�NHHSV�
them safe, and the evil one cannot harm them. We 
know that we are children of God, and that the 
whole world is under the control of the evil one. 
We know also that the Son of God has come and 
has given us understanding, so that we may know 
him who is true. And we are in him who is true by 
being in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God 
and eternal life.

1RWLFH�KRZ�-RKQ�VD\V�WKUHH�WLPHV��Ń:H�NQRZ���ń�+H�VD\V�VHYHUDO�
WKLQJV�ZH�NQRZ��EXW�,�ZDQW�WR�WUHDW�WKHVH�WRJHWKHU�DV�RQH��,Q�HV-
VHQFH�KH�VD\V�ZH�NQRZ�ZH�EHORQJ�WR�WKH�WUXH�*RG�DQG�DUH�NHSW�
VDIH�IURP�WKH�HYLO�RQH��3D\�SDUWLFXODU�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�ZKDW�KH�VD\V�
LQ�YHUVH�����“The One who was born of God (Jesus) keeps them 
(anyone born of God) safe, and the evil one (the devil) cannot 
harm them.” 2QH�RI� WKH� WKLQJV�ZH�RIWHQ� ORRN� WR�RXU� LGROV� IRU�
LV�D�VHQVH�RI�VHFXULW\��:H�DOO�ORQJ�WR�IHHO�VHFXUH��:H�NQRZ�WKHUH�
DUH�VR�PDQ\�WKLQJV�LQ�WKLV�ZRUOG�WKDW�WKUHDWHQ�XV��VR�PDQ\�WKLQJV�
WKDW�FDQ�WULS�XV�XS��-RKQ�PHQWLRQV�KRZ�WKH�ZKROH�ZRUOG�LV�XQGHU�
WKH�FRQWURO�RI�WKH�HYLO�RQH��:HOO��ZH�OLYH�LQ�WKDW�ZRUOG��:H�OLYH�
LQ�D�ZRUOG�WKDW�OLHV�WR�XV�DOO�WKH�WLPH�DERXW�ZKDWłV�WUXH�DQG�LP-
SRUWDQW��<RX�VHH� LW�HYHU\ZKHUH��:KHQ�\RXłUH�ZDWFKLQJ�D�FRP-
PHUFLDO�RQ�79��MXVW�VWRS�IRU�D�PLQXWH�DQG�DQDO\]H�ZKDW�LWłV�UHDOO\�
FRPPXQLFDWLQJ��/RRN�DW�WKH�ELOOERDUGV�DORQJ������ZKDW�DUH�WKH\�
UHDOO\�VD\LQJ"�$QG�EHKLQG�DOO�RI�WKLV�WKHUHłV�D�PDOHYROHQW�SRZHU�
FDOOHG�6DWDQ��ZKR�PDNHV�LW�DOO�ORRN�YHU\�DWWUDFWLYH�

7KHQ�ZH�KDYH�WR�GHDO�ZLWK�RXU�RZQ�ĠHVK��RXU�RZQ�SURSHQVLW\�
WRZDUGV�VHOğVKQHVV��6RPHWLPHV�ZH�MXVW�IHHO�OLNH�ZHłUH�ğJKWLQJ�D�
ORVLQJ�EDWWOH��6RPHWLPHV�ZH�ZDQW�WR�MXVW�JLYH�XS��%XW�-RKQ�VD\V��
\RX�EHORQJ� WR� WKH� WUXH�*RG�DQG�KHłV�JLYHQ�\RX�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�
WR�NQRZ�DQG�EHOLHYH�LQ�KLV�6RQ�DQG�EHFDXVH�RI�WKDW�WKH�HYLO�RQH�
FDQłW�KDUP�\RX��6XUH��\RX�PD\�IDOO�LQWR�VLQ�RFFDVLRQDOO\��EXW�\RX�
ZRQłW�FRQWLQXH�LQ�VLQ�EHFDXVH�-HVXV�ZLOO�NHHS�\RX�VDIH��'R�\RX�
EHOLHYH� WKDW"�'R� \RX� EHOLHYH� KHłOO� NHHS� \RX� VDIH� IURP� WKH� HYLO�
RQH"�&KDUOHV�6SXUJHRQ�XVHG�WR�VD\�KH�ZDV�VR�VHFXUH�LQ�KLV�VDOYD-
WLRQ�WKDW�KH�FRXOG�JUDE�RQWR�D�FRUQ�VWDON�DQG�VZLQJ�RXW�RYHU�WKH�
ğUHV�RI�KHOO��ORRN�VWUDLJKW�LQWR�WKH�GHYLOłV�IDFH�DQG�VLQJ��Ń%OHVVHG�
$VVXUDQFH��-HVXV�LV�PLQH�ń�7KDWłV�VHFXULW\��
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7KH�FXUH�IRU�LGRODWU\�LV�WR�NQRZ�ZKDW�ZH�NQRZ��5HPHPEHU�WKDW�
ROG�79�VKRZ��Leave it to Beaver"�%HDYHU�ZDV�WKLV�FODVVLF�NLG�ZKRłG�
FRPH�RXW�ZLWK�VRPH�JUHDW�RQH�OLQHUV��2QH�RI�P\�IDYRULWHV�ZDV�
ZKHQ�KHłG�EH�WU\LQJ�WR�FRQYLQFH�VRPHRQH�RI�VRPHWKLQJ�DQG�WKH\�
ZRXOG�TXHVWLRQ�KLP�DQG�KHłG�VD\��Ń6XUH�,łP�VXUH�ń�,Q�PDQ\�ZD\V�
WKDWłV�ZKDW�-RKQ�ZDQWV�IRU�XV�LQ�WKLV�OHWWHU��+H�ZDQWV�XV�WR�EH�VXUH�
ZHłUH�VXUH��+H�ZDQWV�XV�WR�EH�VXUH�DERXW�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKURXJK�
IDLWK�LQ�-HVXV�ZH�KDYH�HWHUQDO�OLIH��+H�ZDQWV�XV�WR�EH�VXUH�ZH�KDYH�
FRQğGHQW�DFFHVV�LQWR�KLV�SUHVHQFH�DQG�KHłOO�DQVZHU�RXU�SUD\HUV��
+H�ZDQWV�XV�WR�EH�VXUH�WKDW�DV�FKLOGUHQ�RI�*RG�ZH�NQRZ�KLP�ZKR�
LV�WUXH�DQG�KHłOO�NHHS�XV�VDIH�IURP�WKH�HYLO�RQH�XQWLO�WKH�YHU\�HQG�

7LP� .HOOHU� VD\V� WKH� FXUH� IRU� LGRODWU\� LVQłW� WR� UHPRYH� WKH� LGROV�
IURP�RXU� OLYHV�� EXW� UDWKHU� LW� LV� WR� UHSODFH� WKHP��5HSODFH� WKRVH�
WKLQJV�WKDW�\RX�ORYH�DQG�WUXVW�DQG�REH\��UHSODFH�WKH�LGROV�RI�\RXU�
KHDUW�ZLWK�WKH�*RG�ZKR�DORQH�JLYHV�HWHUQDO�OLIH��ZKR�DORQH�ZLOO�
DQVZHU�\RXU�SUD\HUV��DQG�ZKR�DORQH�NHHSV�\RX�VDIH�IURP�WKH�HYLO�
RQH��/RRN�DJDLQ�DW�WKH�ODVW�OLQH�RI�YHUVH�����ŃAnd we are in him 
who is true by being in His Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God 
and eternal life.”�'RQłW�MXVW�UHPRYH�\RXU�LGROV��UHSODFH�\RXU�LGROV�
ZLWK�KLPŌ-HVXV�&KULVWŌWKH�WUXH�*RG�DQG�HWHUQDO�OLIH�

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


