
We’ve said going through 1 John is like climbing a spiral staircase 

in which we keep coming around to the same things, but each 

time we do we get a little higher and see things we didn’t see the 

last time around. Remember, the apostle John is trying to bring 

VRPH�DVVXUDQFH�WR�KLV�ĠRFN��7KH\łUH�XQGHU�DWWDFN��3HRSOH�ZHUH�
leaving their church, claiming a special knowledge of God others 

didn’t have, and that shook them. John cares deeply for them 

and he wants them to know that they, not the others who’ve left, 

DUH�*RGłV�WUXH�FKLOGUHQ��7R�KHOS�WKHP�KH�JLYHV�WKHP�WKUHH�WHVWV�RU�
criteria by which they could judge. 

First, the doctrinal test: Do you believe Jesus is the Son of God, 

*RG�LQ�WKH�ĠHVK��ZKR�FDPH�LQWR�WKH�ZRUOG�WR�GLH�IRU�RXU�VLQV"�<RX�
can’t claim to know God and deny that.  

6HFRQG��WKH�PRUDO�WHVW��'R�\RX�REH\�WKH�FRPPDQGV�RI�*RG"�1R�
one obeys them perfectly, but you can’t claim to know God and 

just disregard his commandments. 

7KLUG��WKH�UHODWLRQDO�WHVW��'R�\RX�ORYH�\RXU�EURWKHUV�DQG�VLVWHUV�LQ�
&KULVW"��7KLV�ZDV�WKH�SULPDU\�FRPPDQG�-HVXV�JDYH�KLV�IROORZHUV��
7KH�SHRSOH�ZKR�KDG� OHIW�GLGQłW� ORYH� WKHLU�EURWKHUV�DQG�VLVWHUV��
WKH\�UHMHFWHG�WKHP��+RZ�FRXOG�WKH\�EH�RI�*RG"�

Repeatedly, as he goes upwards on this spiral staircase, John 

comes back to these three tests. His purpose isn’t to bring doubt 

over where they stand with God, but to bring assurance and 

FRQğGHQFH��

7RGD\�ZHłUH�ORRNLQJ�DW�D�SDVVDJH�WKDW�EHJLQV�LQ���-RKQ�����DQG�
ends in 5:5. In this passage, all three of these tests show up, but 

WKH�IRFXV�LV�RQ�WKH�WKLUG�WHVW��WKH�ORYH�WHVW��7KH�ZRUG�ŃORYHń�VKRZV�
XS�QR�OHVV�WKDQ����WLPHV�LQ�WKLV�WH[W��7KUHH�WLPHV�ZHłUH�WROG�WR�
ORYH�RQH�DQRWKHU��YHUVHV�������������7KLV�LVQłW�WKH�ğUVW�WLPH�KHłV�
WDONHG�DERXW�ORYH��+HłV�DOUHDG\�WDONHG�DERXW�LW�EDFN�LQ����ŋ���DQG�
����ŋ����:KDW�FRXOG�KH�SRVVLEO\�VD\�DERXW�ORYH�WKDW�KH�KDVQłW�
VDLG�EHIRUH"��

A lot! In this passage, John leads us up to the very pinnacle of 

love. It’s like he stands on Mt. Everest and gazes around for just a 

few moments. It’s a clear day and he can see for miles and miles. 

What he’s able to see that he hasn’t seen before isn’t just the 

importance of love, but the origin of love, the manifestation of 

love, the perfection of love and the power of love. And each of 

WKHVH�LGHDV�KDYH�DW�WKHLU�YHU\�FHQWHU�WKH�SHUVRQ�RI�*RG��7KH�ZRUG�
Ń*RGń� LV�DOO�RYHU� WKLV�SDVVDJH��*RG� LV�PHQWLRQHG���� WLPHV��:H�

also hear of the Spirit of God and the Son of God so we have a 

7ULQLWDULDQ�SDVVDJH�DV�ZHOO�

It’s almost like the deeper we get into this letter, the more we 

OHDUQ�DERXW� ORYH��QRW�RXU� ORYH�IRU�RWKHUV�EXW�*RGłV� ORYH�IRU�XV��
5HDOO\�� WKDWłV� WKH� IRXQGDWLRQ� IRU� HYHU\WKLQJ�� LVQłW� LW"� $W� VRPH�
point in your life you’ll be faced with the question of if God really 

loves you. Someone close to you will have an accident, or you’ll 

lose your job, or a child will walk away from the faith, or your 

ministry will fail. And you’ll ask, where was this God who loves 

PH�ZKHQ�WKDW�KDSSHQHG"�-RKQ�ZLOO�DQVZHU�WKDW�TXHVWLRQ�

The Origin of Love 
John begins by saying God is the origin and source of love. Look 

DW�YHUVHV��ŋ��

Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes 
from God. Everyone who loves has been born of 
God and knows God. Whoever does not love does 
not know God, because God is love.

:K\�VKRXOG�ZH� ORYH�RQH�DQRWKHU"�%HFDXVH�RI�ZKR�*RG� LV��+H�
VD\V� LW� WZLFHŌğUVW�� IRU� ORYH� FRPHV� IURP�*RG� DQG� VHFRQG�� EH-

cause God is love. So, not only does all true love come from God, 

KHłV�ORYH�LQ�KLV�LQPRVW�EHLQJ��7KHUH�DUH�WKUHH�RWKHU�VWDWHPHQWV�LQ�
WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�WKDW�WHOO�XV�ZKDW�*RG�LV��*RG�LV�VSLULW��-RKQ�
�������*RG�LV�OLJKW����-RKQ�������*RG�LV�D�FRQVXPLQJ�ğUH��+HEUHZV�
��������7KHVH�VWDWHPHQWV�DOO� WHOO�XV�VRPHWKLQJ�DERXW�*RGłV�HV-
sential nature. All these things are true of God at the same time. 

7KH�2QH�ZKR�LV�VSLULW��OLJKW�DQG�ğUH�LV�ORYH�DV�ZHOO�

2QH�RI�WKH�FULWLFLVPV�0XVOLPV�KDYH�RI�&KULVWLDQLW\�LV�WKDW�E\�EH-

OLHYLQJ�LQ�WKH�7ULQLW\�ZH�EHOLHYH�LQ�WKUHH�*RGV��7KDWłV�QRW�WUXH��RI�
course. We believe in one God who manifests himself in three 

SHUVRQV��<RX�VHH��LI�LWłV�WUXH�WKDW�*RG�LV�/RYH��WKH�7ULQLW\�PDNHV�
perfect sense. For love to exist there needs someone who is doing 

WKH�ORYLQJ��DQG�VRPHRQH�ZKR�LV�EHLQJ�ORYHG��<RX�FDQłW�ORYH�ZKHQ�
you’re just by yourself. Focusing only on myself is egotism, not 

ORYH��<HV��WKHUHłV�RQO\�RQH�*RG�EXW�WKLV�*RG�LV�UHODWLRQDO�EHFDXVH�
he is love. So there needs to be interaction of giving and receiving 

ZLWKLQ�WKH�*RGKHDG��7KDWłV�ZK\�WKH�7ULQLW\�PDNHV�VHQVH���

Let’s face it, this idea that God is love is often misunderstood. 

7KH�%LEOH�VD\V�*RG�LV�ORYH��EXW�LW�GRHVQłW�VD\�ORYH�LV�*RG��$V�ZHłOO�
VHH� LQ� D�PRPHQW�� ORYH� GRHVQłW� GHğQH� *RG�� *RG� GHğQHV� ORYH��
/RYH� GRHVQłW� HYHQ� H[LVW� RXWVLGH� RI�*RG��2XU� VRFLHW\�ZRUVKLSV�
ZKDW�WKH\�FDOO�ŃORYHń�EXW�ZKDW�WKH\�FDOO�ŃORYHń�KDV�QRWKLQJ�WR�GR�
with God. God’s love is a holy love. Even in his judgment, there’s 
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love. If you’ve ever disciplined your child, you know how that 

can be true.

:KHQ�ZHłUH� LQ� WKH�PLGVW� RI� GLIğFXOW� WLPHV��ZHłUH� WHPSWHG� WR�
GRXEW� *RGłV� ORYH�� 2XU� HQHP\� ORYHV� WR� DGG� IXHO� WR� WKH� ğUH� E\�
ZKLVSHULQJ�LQ�RXU�HDU��Ń,I�*RG�UHDOO\�ORYHG�\RX��KH�ZRXOGQłW�DOORZ�
WKDW�WR�KDSSHQ�ń�%XW�LWłV�SUHFLVHO\�LQ�WKRVH�WLPHV�WKH�UHDOLW\�WKDW�
God is love can sustain us. 

,Q�WKH�IDOO�RI�������GRFWRUV�GLDJQRVHG�3DVWRU�(G�'REVRQ�ZLWK�$/6�
�/RX�*HKULJłV�GLVHDVH���DQ�LQFXUDEOH�DQG�IDWDO�GLVHDVH��7KH\�JDYH�
KLP�WZR�WR�ğYH�\HDUV� WR� OLYH�DQG�VDLG�KHłG�VSHQG�PRVW�RI� WKDW�
time disabled. After he was diagnosed, Ed wanted someone to 

anoint him with oil and pray for healing. So he invited a pastor-

friend who had regular healing services, to come and pray for 

KLP��+HUHłV�KRZ�(G�GHVFULEHG�ZKDW�KDSSHQHG��Ń,W�ZDV�RQH�RI�WKH�
most moving evenings of my entire life. He began by telling sto-

ries of people he had prayed for who were miraculously healed. 

He also told stories about people he’d prayed for who weren’t 

KHDOHG�DQG�KDG�SDVVHG�DZD\�� UHFHLYLQJ� WKDW�XOWLPDWH�DQG�ğQDO�
KHDOLQJ��%HIRUH�KH�SUD\HG�IRU�PH�KH�JDYH�PH�VRPH�DGYLFH��Ł'RQłW�
become obsessed with getting healed, Ed. If you get obsessed 

[with getting healed], you’ll lose your focus. Get lost in the 

ZRQGHU�RI�*RG��DQG�ZKR�NQRZV�ZKDW�KHłOO�GR�IRU�\RX�łń�'REVRQ�
ZULWHV��Ń7KLV�LV�VRPH�RI�WKH�EHVW�DGYLFH�,łYH�HYHU�UHFHLYHG��6LQFH�
that night, I’ve been trying to get—and stay—lost in the wonder 

RI�*RG�ń�7KH�WKLQJ�WKDW�ZLOO�JHW�\RX�WKURXJK�WKH�WRXJKHVW�WLPHV��
is to get lost in the wonder of God’s love.  

The Manifestation of Love
%XW�WKHQ�-RKQ�PRYHV�IURP�*RGłV�HWHUQDO�QDWXUH�DV�ORYH�WR�WKH�ZD\�
that love has been manifested by God. He moves from eternity 

WR�KLVWRU\��7KH�*RG�ZKR�LV�ORYH��ORYHG�XV��/RRN�DW�YHUVHV��ŋ���

This is how God showed his love among us: He sent 
his one and only Son into the world that we might 
live through him. This is love: not that we loved 
God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an 
DWRQLQJ� VDFULğFH� IRU� RXU� VLQV��'HDU� IULHQGV�� VLQFH�
God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.

So, again, our call to love one another is rooted in God. In this 

FDVH�� LWłV� URRWHG� LQ�*RGłV�GHPRQVWUDWLRQ�RI� ORYH� LQ�KLVWRU\��7KH�
sending of God’s only Son was both the revelation of his love 

�7KLV�LV�KRZ�*RG�VKRZHG�KLV�ORYH�����DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�YHU\�HVVHQFH�
RI�ORYH�LWVHOI��7KLV�LV�ORYH������1RWLFH�LWłV�QRW�RXU�ORYH�WKDW�JRW�WKLV�
thing started. It’s not like we reached out to God in love and he 

UHVSRQGHG��1R��*RGłV�ORYH�FDPH�ğUVW��+LV�ORYH�LV�IUHH��XQFDXVHG�
and spontaneous, and our love is just a response.

+RZ� GR� \RX� NQRZ� VRPHRQH� ORYHV� \RX"� %HFDXVH� WKH\� WHOO� \RX�
WKH\�ORYH�\RX"�7KH�RQO\�UHDVRQ�ZH�NQRZ�*RG�LV�ORYH�LV�EHFDXVH�RI�
ZKDW�KH�GLG�LQ�KLVWRU\��:KDW�GLG�KH�GR"�7KLV�LV�FDSWXUHG�LQ�WKUHH�
WKLQJV� -RKQ� VD\V�� )LUVW�� ŃKH� VHQW�KLV�RQH�DQG�RQO\�6RQ� LQWR� WKH�
ZRUOG�ń�*RG�KDG�QR�RWKHU�6RQ�EXW�-HVXV��+HłV�FRPSOHWHO\�XQLTXH��

7KHUHłV�QR�JUHDWHU�JLIW�*RG�FRXOG�JLYH��7KDWłV�ZK\�3DXO�FDOOV�KLP�
Ń*RGłV� LQGHVFULEDEOH� JLIWń� ��� &RU�� ������� %XW� WKDWłV� QRW� DOO�� 1RW�
only did he send his Son, he sent his Son to die for us. John says 

KH�VHQW�KLV�6RQ�LQWR�WKH�ZRUOG�DV�DQ�ŃDWRQLQJ�VDFULğFH�WKDW�ZH�
PLJKW�OLYH�WKURXJK�KLP�ń�+H�GLHG�RQ�WKH�FURVV�WR�SD\�IRU�RXU�VLQV�
so we might live, not just exist, but live! He’s talking about spiri-

tual life—eternal life—which starts now! Finally, the greatness 

of his love is seen in who it is God sent his Son to die for. He gave 

his Son to die for undeserving little rebels who wanted nothing 

to do with him. God loves those who are unworthy of his love 

and really deserved judgement. 

In all relationships—marriage, parent-child, co-workers—

DW� VRPH�SRLQW� \RX� JHW� LQWR� D� FRQYHUVDWLRQ� OLNH� WKLV�� Ń<RXłUH� WR�
EODPH�ń�Ń1R��LWłV�\RXU�IDXOW�ń�Ń1R��LWłV�\RX�ń�Ń1R��LW�LVQłW��,WłV�\RX�ń�
:KDWłV�KDSSHQLQJ"�7KH�UHODWLRQVKLS�LV�IDOOLQJ�DSDUW�EHFDXVH�QR�
RQH�ZLOO�WDNH�WKH�EODPH��1HLWKHU�VLGH�ZLOO�DGPLW�ZURQJ�RU�GURS�
defenses. And as long as our defenses are up, the relationship 

stays broken.

%XW� WKHQ� VRPHWLPHV� WKLV� KDSSHQV�� Ń<RXłUH� WR� EODPH�ń� Ń1R�� LWłV�
\RXU�IDXOW�ń� Ń1R�� LWłV�\RX�ń� Ń1R�� LW� LVQłW�� LWłV�\RX�ń� Ń2ND\�� LWłV�PH��
,�ZDV�ZURQJ�ń�2QH�SHUVRQ�GURSV�GHIHQVHV��7KH�UHODWLRQVKLS�FDQ�
KHDO�EHFDXVH�VRPHRQH�LV�ZLOOLQJ�WR�VLQFHUHO\�VD\��Ń<HDK��LWłV�PH��
,łP�WR�EODPH�KHUH�ń�2QH�SHUVRQ�PDNHV�KLPVHOI�YXOQHUDEOH��DQG�
the relationship is restored. It can even become deeper and more 

LQWLPDWH�WKDQ�EHIRUH��:K\�ZRXOG�D�SHUVRQ�GR�WKDW"�%HFDXVH�RI�
love. In the midst of all the hostility, he decides he wants the other 

SHUVRQ�EDFN��+H�ZDQWV�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�WR�EH�UHVWRUHG��7KH�RQO\�
way to do that is take down the shield and become vulnerable. 

&��6��/HZLV�VDLG��Ń/RYH�DQ\WKLQJ�DQG�\RXU�KHDUW�ZLOO�EH�ZUXQJ�DQG�
possibly broken. If you want to make sure of keeping it intact, 

you must give it to no one, not even an animal. Wrap it carefully 

URXQG�ZLWK�KREELHV�DQG�OLWWOH�OX[XULHV��DYRLG�DOO�HQWDQJOHPHQWV��
/RFN�LW�XS�VDIH�LQ�WKH�FDVNHW�RU�FRIğQ�RI�\RXU�VHOğVKQHVV��%XW�LQ�
that casket, safe, dark, motionless, airless, it will change. It will 

QRW�EH�EURNHQ�� LW�ZLOO�EHFRPH�XQEUHDNDEOH�� LPSHQHWUDEOH�� LUUH-

GHHPDEOH��7R�ORYH�LV�WR�EH�YXOQHUDEOH�ń

7KH�JRVSHO� VD\V� WKDWłV�ZKDW�*RG�GLG��$OPLJKW\�*RG�FDPH� LQWR�
the world as a baby and then died on the cross. God became 

breakable and fragile. God became someone we could hurt. 

:K\"� %HFDXVH� RI� ORYH�� +H�ZDQWHG� XV� EDFN�b $QG�ZKDW� -RKQ� LV�
saying is if you believe this and take in the truth of what he did 

IRU�\RXŌKRZ�ORYHG�DQG�DIğUPHG�\RX�DUHŌ\RXłOO�EH�DEOH�WR�OHW�
GRZQ�\RXU�GHIHQVHV�LQ�\RXU�RZQ�UHODWLRQVKLSV�ZLWK�RWKHUV��<RX�
ZRQłW�DOZD\V�QHHG�WR�JXDUG�\RXU�KRQRU��<RXłOO�EH�DEOH�WR�OHW�WKH�
EDUULHUV�GRZQ��<RXłOO�EH�DEOH�WR�ORYH��

The Perfection of Love 
7KLV�LV�ZKDW�-RKQ�JHWV�LQWR�QH[W�DV�KH�WDONV�DERXW�WKH�SHUIHFWLRQ�
RI�ORYH�LQ�YHUVHV���ŋ����-RKQ�KDV�JRQH�IURP�WKH�HWHUQDO�WR�WKH�
historical and now he focuses on the continuous activity of love 



in and through us, what I’m calling the perfection of love. I call 

it that because twice in these verses John speaks of God’s love 

EHLQJ�FRPSOHWHG�RU�SHUIHFWHG�LQ�XV��7KH�ğUVW�WLPH�ZH�VHH�LW�LV�LQ�
verses 12-16.

No one has ever seen God; but if we love one an-
other, God lives in us and his love is made complete 
in us.

This is how we know that we live in him and he 
LQ�XV��+H�KDV�JLYHQ�XV�RI�KLV� 6SLULW�b$QG�ZH�KDYH�
seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to 
be the Savior of the world. If anyone acknowledges 
that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in them and 
WKH\�LQ�*RG��$QG�VR�ZH�NQRZ�DQG�UHO\�RQ�WKH�ORYH�
God has for us.

God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and 
God in them.

7KLV�LV�-RKQłV�ORJLF��1R�RQH�KDV�HYHU�VHHQ�*RG�LQ�KLV�HVVHQFH��,Q�
WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�SHRSOH�PD\�KDYH�VHHQ�*RGłV�JORU\�RU�D�PDQL-
festation of God as the angel of the Lord, but no one has seen 

KLP�DV�KH�LV�LQ�KLPVHOI��%XW�-RKQ�PDNHV�DQ�DVWRXQGLQJ�FODLP��,I�
we love one another, the unseen God reveals himself in us, and 

,�EHOLHYH�ZKHQ�KH�VD\V�ŃXVń�KH�PHDQV�LQ�RXU�OLIH�WRJHWKHU�DV�KLV�
people. God’s love for us is only perfected when it’s reproduced 

among us. And notice how the Holy Spirit is involved in this. John 

says he’s given us of his Spirit and in that sense he lives in us and 

ZH� OLYH� LQ�KLP��%XW�KRZ�GR�ZH�NQRZ�WKDW"� �+RZ�GR�ZH�NQRZ�
WKDWłV� WUXH� RI� XV"� %HFDXVH�ZHłYH� FRPH� WR� VHH� DQG�EHOLHYH� WKDW�
-HVXV�LV�WKH�6RQ�RI�*RG�DQG�WKH�6DYLRU�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��<RX�VHH��ORYH�
DQG�WUXWK�JR�WRJHWKHU��%XW�QRW�RQO\�WKDW��ZH�DOVR�NQRZ�EHFDXVH�
ZH�ORYH�RQH�DQRWKHU��5HPHPEHU��WKH�IUXLW�RI�WKH�6SLULW�LVĽ�ZKDW"�
Love is at the beginning of that list for a reason. 

So this is how God’s love is perfected. It’s like giving someone a 

JLIW��,WłV�QRW�HQRXJK�MXVW�WR�JLYH�WKHP�D�JLIW��<RX�LQWHQG�IRU�WKHP�
WR�RSHQ�WKH�JLIW�DQG�WR�HQMR\�WKH�JLIW��7KDWłV�WKH�FRPSOHWLRQ�DQG�
WKH�SHUIHFWLRQ�RI� WKH�JLIW�� <RX�JLYH� VRPHRQH�D� VKLUW� DQG�ZKDW�
KDSSHQV�LI�\RX�QHYHU�VHH�WKHP�ZHDU�LW"�<RX�WKLQN��WKH\�GLGQłW�OLNH�
WKDW�VKLUW��7KH\�VDLG�WKH\�OLNHG�LW��WKH\�SUHWHQGHG�WR�OLNH�LW��EXW�,�
never see him wear it. God has given us the gift of his love in the 

person of his Son, and the completion and the perfection of that 

gift comes only when we love one another. 

%XW� WKDWłV�QRW�DOO��*RGłV� ORYH� LV� DOVR�SHUIHFWHG� LQ�XV� LQ�DQRWKHU�
ZD\��/RRN�DW�YHUVHV���ŋ���

This is how love is made complete among us so that 
ZH�ZLOO�KDYH�FRQğGHQFH�RQ�WKH�GD\�RI� MXGJPHQW��
In this world we are like Jesus. There is no fear in 
love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear 
has to do with punishment. The one who fears is 
not made perfect in love.

:H�ORYH�EHFDXVH�KH�ğUVW�ORYHG�XV��:KRHYHU�FODLPV�
to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. 
For whoever does not love their brother and sister, 

whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom 
WKH\�KDYH�QRW�VHHQ��$QG�KH�KDV�JLYHQ�XV�WKLV�FRP-
PDQG��$Q\RQH�ZKR�ORYHV�*RG�PXVW�DOVR�ORYH�WKHLU�
brother and sister.

1RWLFH�DJDLQ�KH�WDONV�DERXW�KRZ�ORYH�LV�FRPSOHWHG�RU�SHUIHFWHG�LQ�
XV��/RYH�LV�FRPSOHWHG�LQ�XV�ZKHQ�ZH�KDYH�FRQğGHQFH�LQ�WKH�GD\�
of judgement. Love is completed in us when we no longer fear 

*RGłV� SXQLVKPHQW�� ,W� LV� ULJKW� WR� UHYHUHQFH�*RG�� 7KH� %LEOH� WDONV�
DERXW�D�KHDOWK\�IHDU�RI�*RG�WKDW�LV�DNLQ�WR�UHYHUHQFH��%XW�WKHUHłV�
DQRWKHU�NLQG�RI�IHDU��D�FULQJLQJ��FRZHULQJ�NLQG�RI�IHDU��DQG�WKDW�
isn’t healthy. God’s perfect love drives out that kind of fear. 

I have a little dog named Daisy. Daisy was a rescue dog. We got 

Daisy in Richmond but before that she lived on the streets of 

/RQJ�%HDFK��$V�IDU�DV�ZH�FDQ�WHOO��'DLV\�KDG�D�URXJK�VWDUW��:H�
know she had a litter of puppies, but we also know because every 

time we approach her she cowers and cringes, like we’re going to 

KLW�KHU��%XW�ZH�GRQłW�KLW�RXU�GRJ��:H�ORYH�RXU�GRJ��:H�EURXJKW�
her into our house. We feed her and bathe her. She sleeps in our 

URRP�DW�QLJKW��:H�WDNH�KHU�RQ�ZDONV��%XW�ZKHQ�,�DSSURDFK�KHU��
VKH�VWLOO�FULQJHV��VKH�VWLOO�FRZHUV��$QG�LQ�WKDW�VHQVH�RXU�ORYH�IRU�
Daisy has not been completed or perfected.

God wants us to know that his Son took all the punishment that 

was required. We no longer need to cringe and cower in his pres-

ence. He wants us to know that, “in this world we are like Jesus” 
�Y����E���,�WDNH�WKDW�WR�PHDQ�LQ�RXU�VWDQGLQJ�EHIRUH�*RG��ZHłUH�
like him. We don’t always act like him as we should, but God sees 

us in him. We’re sons and daughters of God through him. Jesus 

FDOOHG�KLP�)DWKHU��DQG�VR�PD\�ZH��:H�KDYH�WKH�VDPH�FRQğGHQFH�
before God he had because we’re in him. And, again, when that 

ORYH�LV�SHUIHFWHG�LQ�XV�VR�ZH�KDYH�WKDW�FRQğGHQFH�WKDW�ZLOO�IUHH�
us up to love not only God but others. 

The Power of Love
Finally, this brings us to what I will call the power of love. Look at 

WKH�ğUVW�IHZ�YHUVHV�RI�FKDSWHU���

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is 
born of God, and everyone who loves the father 
ORYHV�KLV�FKLOG�DV�ZHOO�b7KLV� LV�KRZ�ZH�NQRZ�WKDW�
we love the children of God: by loving God and 
carrying out his commands. In fact, this is love for 
*RG�� WR� NHHS� KLV� FRPPDQGV�� $QG� KLV� FRPPDQGV�
are not burdensome, for everyone born of God 
overcomes the world. This is the victory that has 
RYHUFRPH�WKH�ZRUOG��HYHQ�RXU�IDLWK�b:KR�LV�LW�WKDW�
overcomes the world? Only the one who believes 
that Jesus is the Son of God (verses 1–5).

Here you can see how the three tests I spoke of when I started 

DUH�ZRYHQ� WRJHWKHU��<RX�FDQłW� VHSDUDWH� ORYLQJ�RWKHUV� IURP�EH-

lieving in Jesus and you can’t separate believing in Jesus from 

NHHSLQJ�KLV�FRPPDQGV��7ZLFH�-RKQ�PHQWLRQV�WKH�LGHD�RI�EHLQJ�
ERUQ�RI�*RG��+RZ�GR�\RX�JHW�WR�EH�ERUQ�RI�*RG"�7KURXJK�IDLWK�LQ�



7KLV�PHVVDJH�IURP�6FULSWXUH�ZDV�SUHDFKHG�RQ�6XQGD\��1RYHPEHU����������DW�&HQWUDO�3HQLQVXOD�&KXUFK
�����6KHOO�%RXOHYDUG�_�)RVWHU�&LW\�&$�������_��������������_�ZZZ�FSFZHE�RUJ��$GGLWLRQDO�FRSLHV�DYDLODEOH�RQ�UHTXHVW�
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-HVXV��+RZ�GR�ZH�NQRZ�ZH�KDYH�IDLWK�LQ�-HVXV"�%\�ORYLQJ�RWKHUV�
who have been born of God and keeping his commands.

7KHQ�KH�PDNHV�DQ�LQWULJXLQJ�VWDWHPHQW��KLV�FRPPDQGV�DUH�QRW�
EXUGHQVRPH��:K\"� ,V� LW� EHFDXVH� WKH\łUH� HDV\� WR� NHHS"� ,� GRQłW�
think so. Jesus didn’t lower the bar, he raised it. He even said, 

“Be perfect...as your heavenly Father is perfect” (Matthew 

�������7KH\łUH�QRW�EXUGHQVRPH�EHFDXVH�WKH\łUH�HDV\��EXW�UDWKHU�
EHFDXVH�*RG�KLPVHOI�HTXLSV�XV�WR�NHHS�WKHP��7KURXJK�IDLWK�LQ�
-HVXV�\RXłUH�ERUQ�RI�*RG��7KDW�PHDQV�\RX�EHFRPH�D�QHZ�SHUVRQ��
7KDW�PHDQV�\RX�NQRZ�WKLV�ORYH�KH�KDV�IRU�\RX��7KDW�PHDQV�KHłV�
placed his Spirit within you. And through all that you overcome 

the world. Remember how John described the world in chapter 

WZR��7KH�OXVW�RI�WKH�H\HV��WKH�OXVW�RI�WKH�ĠHVK�DQG�WKH�SULGH�RI�
OLIH"�+RZ�GR�\RX�RYHUFRPH�WKDW"�%\�IDLWK�LQ�-HVXV�EHFDXVH�ZKHQ�
you have faith in Jesus you get a new heart and a new source of 

SRZHU��7KDWłV�WKH�SRZHU�RI�*RGłV�ORYH�LQ�\RXU�OLIH��6R�\RX�GRQłW�
KDYH� WR�ZDON�DURXQG�DV�D�GHIHDWHG�&KULVWLDQ��<RX�FDQ� ORYH� WKH�
way God loved you. 

Last weekend I saw this at work in my own life. Lynn and I were 

back in Chicago, where our son is playing football at Wheaton 

&ROOHJH�� 1RZ� :KHDWRQ� LV� D� ğQH� HYDQJHOLFDO� LQVWLWXWLRQ�� %LOO\�
Graham was once the president there. It’s like the blue blood 

FHQWHU� IRU� HYDQJHOLFDOV�� %XW� EHIRUH� WKH� IRRWEDOO� JDPH� WKHUHłV� D�
tradition where all the parents gather and pray and then form a 

WXQQHO�IRU�WKH�WHDP�WR�FRPH�RXW�RQ�WKH�ğHOG��:HOO��ODVW�6DWXUGD\�
I noticed there was a priest hanging out with the parents. He 

had the robes on and the whole nine yards. I thought that was 

a little odd but I knew a few of the kids on the team were from 

that background. He seemed to be very much at home, kind of 

hobnobbing with everyone, and then when we all gathered to 

pray someone asked him to pray.

1RZ�\RX�KDYH�WR�XQGHUVWDQG��,�ZDV�UDLVHG�LQ�WKH�&DWKROLF�FKXUFK�
so it’s not like I’ve never met a priest before, or even heard one 

SUD\��%XW�,�ZDV�VWLOO�PRUH�WKDQ�D�OLWWOH�ELW�VXUSULVHG�WKDW�WKLV�JX\�
was hanging out at a Wheaton College football game, and now 

he was going to lead the whole gang in prayer! So all my pride 

buttons are being pushed. I mean, they could have asked me to 

SUD\��,łOO�JLYH�WKHP�D�UHDO�HYDQJHOLFDO�SUD\HU��%XW�WKHQ�KH�SUD\HG�
and when he prayed I realized this is my brother in Christ. It was 

D�EHDXWLIXO��KHDUWIHOW�SUD\HU�ğOOHG�ZLWK�IDLWK�DQG�ORYH�IRU�-HVXV��
7KHQ�DIWHU�WKH�JDPH�/\QQ�DQG�,�HQGHG�XS�VLWWLQJ�ZLWK�KLP�DW�WKH�
banquet for senior players, and he was just like the greatest guy 

who kind of oozed Jesus the whole time. 

+RQHVWO\�� ,� FRXOGQłW�KHOS�EXW� ORYH� WKH�JX\��2QFH� ,�JRW�RYHU�P\�
stupid pride, it wasn’t burdensome to love him at all. I’m sure 

there are lots of things we disagree on, but not Jesus. God’s love 

LQ�PH�RYHUFDPH�P\�SULGH��7KLV�LV�ZKDW�-RKQ�LV�VD\LQJ��:HłUH�WR�
ORYH�WKH�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�IDPLO\��ZKHUHYHU�WKH\�DUH��2XU�EURWKHU�
is he who shares the life of Jesus, who is born of God, who be-

lieves Jesus is the Christ. As John says, “Everyone who believes 
that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves the 
father loves his child as well.” 

7KH�WUXWK�LV��WKH�PRUH�ZH�H[SHULHQFH�DQG�NQRZ�*RGłV�ORYH��WKH�
easier it will be to love others who know him too. It doesn’t 

matter if they’re Catholic or homeless or whatever. What we 

have to do is practice what I would call spiritual breathing. Every 

GD\�ZH�KDYH�WR�OHDUQ�WR�EUHDWK�LQ�*RGłV�ORYH�IRU�XV��7KDW�VKRXOG�
EH�WKH�ğUVW�RUGHU�RI�EXVLQHVV�IRU�\RX�HDFK�GD\��6SHQG�WLPH�ZLWK�
*RG�DQG�UHPLQG�\RXUVHOI�RI�KLV� ORYHŌEUHDWK� LW� LQ��7KHUH� LV�QR�
IHDU�LQ�WKDW�ORYH��1R�FULQJLQJ��QR�FRZHULQJ�EHIRUH�*RG��+H�ORYHV�
\RX��KH�GLHG�IRU�\RX��(YHQ�LQ�WKH�PLGVW�RI�WKH�KDUGHVW�WULDO��WKDWłV�
true because God is love and God never changes. And don’t just 

GR�LW�LQ�WKH�PRUQLQJ��GR�LW�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�GD\��%XW�WKHQ�EUHDWK�
out, and breathing out is like letting that love he has for you be 

directed towards others. Don’t try to love them on your own. 

/RYH� WKHP�ZLWK� WKH�VDPH� ORYH�ZLWK�ZKLFK�KHłV� ORYHG�\RX��7KH�
more we experience his love, the easier it will be to love others 

who know him too. 

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


