
Good morning CPC. I’m Dan Reid. I’m the new Community Life 
JX\�� ,WłV�EHHQ�D�YHU\�EXV\�ğUVW�ZHHN� WU\LQJ� WR�DFFOLPDWH� WR� OLIH�
DW�&3&�� ,�PXVW�VD\� ,�DP�VOHHSLQJ�ZHOO��:KHQ�P\�KHDG�KLWV� WKH�
SLOORZ��,łP�RXW�

$PHULFDQ�ZULWHU� DQG� LQWHOOHFWXDO� 'DYLG� )RVWHU�:DOODFH�ZDV� DW�
WKH�WRS�RI�KLV�SURIHVVLRQ��+H�ZDV�DQ�DZDUG�ZLQQLQJ�EHVW�VHOOLQJ�
QRYHOLVW�ZKR�FRPPLWWHG�VXLFLGH�LQ�������%XW�EHIRUH�KLV�GHDWK�KH�
JDYH�D�IDPRXV�FRPPHQFHPHQW�DGGUHVV�LQ�ZKLFK�KH�VDLG�WKLV�WR�
WKH�JUDGXDWLQJ�FODVV�

Ń%HFDXVH� KHUHłV� VRPHWKLQJ� HOVH� WKDWłV� WUXH�� ,Q� WKH� GD\�WR�GD\�
WUHQFKHV�RI�DGXOW�OLIH��WKHUH�LV�DFWXDOO\�QR�VXFK�WKLQJ�DV�DWKHLVPĽ�
(YHU\ERG\�ZRUVKLSV��7KH�RQO\�FKRLFH�ZH�JHW�LV�ZKDW�WR�ZRUVKLS��
$QGĽ�SUHWW\�PXFK� DQ\WKLQJ� \RX�ZRUVKLS�ZLOO� HDW� \RX� DOLYH�� ,I�
\RX�ZRUVKLS�PRQH\�DQG�WKLQJVŌLI�WKH\�DUH�ZKHUH�\RX�WDS�UHDO�
PHDQLQJ� LQ� OLIHŌWKHQ� \RX�ZLOO� QHYHU� KDYH� HQRXJKĽ�:RUVKLS�
\RXU�RZQ�ERG\�DQG�EHDXW\�DQG�VH[XDO�DOOXUH�DQG�\RX�ZLOO�DOZD\V�
IHHO�XJO\��DQG�ZKHQ�WLPH�DQG�DJH�VWDUW�VKRZLQJ��\RX�ZLOO�GLH�D�
PLOOLRQ�GHDWKV�EHIRUH�WKH\�ğQDOO\�SODQW�\RXĽ�:RUVKLS�SRZHUŌ
\RX�ZLOO�IHHO�ZHDN�DQG�DIUDLG��DQG�\RX�ZLOO�QHHG�HYHU�PRUH�SRZHU�
RYHU�RWKHUV�WR�NHHS�WKH�IHDU�DW�ED\��:RUVKLS�\RXU�LQWHOOHFW��EHLQJ�
VHHQ�DV�VPDUWŌ\RX�ZLOO�HQG�XS�IHHOLQJ�VWXSLG��D�IUDXG��DOZD\V�RQ�
WKH�YHUJH�RI�EHLQJ�IRXQG�RXW��$QG�VR�RQĽń

:KDW�ZH�ZRUVKLS�GRHV�PDWWHU��:KDW�ZH�ZRUVKLS�ZLOO�FRQVXPH�
XV��ZKDWHYHU�LW�LV��-HVXV�XQGHUVWDQGV�WKH�SDLQIXO�FRQVHTXHQFHV�RI�
DOLJQLQJ�RXUVHOYHV�ZLWK�IDOVH�EHOLHIV�

,�KDG�WKH�SULYLOHJH�RI�YLVLWLQJ�WKH�+RO\�/DQG�WKUHH�\HDUV�DJR��2QH�
GD\�ZH�ZHQW�WR�D�SODFH�FDOOHG�&DHVDUHD�3KLOLSSL�QRUWK�RI�WKH�6HD�
RI�*DOLOHH��,Q�WKLV�SODFH�ZDV�D�WHPSOH�FDUYHG�RXW�RI�D�URFN\�FOLII�
VLGH��,Q�WKH�WLPH�DQG�SODFH�ZKHUH�-HVXV�OLYHG��ZH�JHW�WKH�LGHD�WKDW�
WKHUH�ZHUH� -HZV��*HQWLOHV� DQG� -HVXV�� %XW� UHDOO\�� WKHUH�ZHUH� DOO�
NLQGV�RI�UHOLJLRQV�UHSUHVHQWHG�ZLWK�*UHHN�DQG�5RPDQ�LQĠXHQFH�
IRU�VXUH��,Q�&DHVDUHD�3KLOLSSL�WKHUH�ZDV�WKLV�WHPSOH�GHGLFDWHG�WR�
WKH�P\WKRORJLFDO�JRG�3DQ��<RX�FDQ�ZDON�ULJKW�XS�WR�WKH�JURWWR�
ZKHUH� WKH\�ZRXOG� WKURZ� WKHLU� OLYH� VDFULğFHV� LQWR� WKH�ZDWHU� WR�
DSSHDVH�WKLV�3DQ�JRG��,I�WKH�VDFULğFH�GLHG��LW�ZDV�D�JRRG�VDFULğFH��
,I�LW�GLGQłW�GURZQ��LW�ZDV�WKURZQ�LQ�DJDLQ�DQG�DJDLQ�XQWLO�LW�GURZQ�
in the grotto. 

3DQ�ZDV�WKH�JRG�RI�QDWXUH��,W�ZDV�WKH�EHOLHI�WKDW�*RG�ZDV�IRXQG�
LQ�DOO�WKLQJV�QDWXUDO��DQG�UXUDOŌURFNV��WUHHV��GLUW��ZDWHU�DQG�DQL�
PDOV��*RG�ZDV�WKH�FUHDWXUH��WKH�PDWHULDO�ZRUOG��DQG�WKHUH�ZDV�
QR�FUHDWRU�RU�VDYLRU��3DQ�ZDV�MXVW�RQH�RI�PDQ\�JRGV�RU�VSLULWV�WKDW�
KDG�LQĠXHQFH�LQ�-HVXVł�GD\��3DQ�ZDV�D�KDOI�JRDW��KDOI�PDQ�ğJXUH��

SUHWW\�FUHHS\�ORRNLQJ��,W�ZDV�ZHOO�NQRZQ�WKDW�SHRSOH�ZRXOG�EULQJ�
WKHLU� DQLPDO� VDFULğFHV� WR� WKH� JURWWR�� DQG� ZH� ğQG� LQ� WKH� 1HZ�
7HVWDPHQW�RQH�RFFXUUHQFH�ZKHUH�-HVXV�DQG�KLV�GLVFLSOHV�YLVLWHG�
WKH�JURWWR��,Q�0DWWKHZ����1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�VFKRODUV�EHOLHYH�WKDW�
-HVXV�VWRRG�DW�WKH�JURWWR��RU�PD\EH�RQ�WKH�FOLII�DERYH�LW��ZLWK�KLV�
GLVFLSOHV�DQG�VDLG��

“When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea 
Philippi, he asked his disciples, ‘Who do people 
say the Son of Man is?’ They replied, ‘Some say 
John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, 
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’”

“‘But what about you?’  He asked. ‘Who do you say 
that I am?’  Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.’” 

“Jesus replied, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of 
Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, 
but by my Father in heaven” (Matthew 16:13–17).

:KR�GR�ZH�VD\�-HVXV�LV"��:H�OLYH�LQ�D�VRFLHW\�PXFK�OLNH�WKH�RQH�
-HVXV�OLYHG�LQ��1R�JURWWRV�GHGLFDWHG�WR�3DQ�WKDW�,�DP�DZDUH�RI�\HW��
EXW�D�ZKROH�EXQFK�RI�RWKHU�REMHFWV�RI�ZRUVKLS��:H�DOO�VHH�LW��:H�
DUH�QRW�EOLQG�WR�LW��2XU�FXOWXUH�ZDQWV�WR�ZRUVKLS�ZKR�DQG�KRZ�
WKH\�ZDQW��(YHQ�ZLWKLQ�&KULVWLDQ�FKXUFKHV��WKHUH�LV�D�SXOO�WR�EHQG�
DQG�FRQWRUW�WKH�SHUVRQ�DQG�QDWXUH�RI�*RG�WR�ORRN�DQG�GR�DQG�VD\�
ZKDWHYHU�ZH�ZDQW�*RG�WR�ORRN�DQG�GR�DQG�VD\��

'R� ,� VHHN� WR�ZRUVKLS� WKH�*RG�RI� WKH�%LEOH�DV� UHYHDOHG� LQ� -HVXV�
&KULVW�LQ�WKH�%LEOH��RU�GR�,�VHHN�WR�ZRUVKLS�D�ğJPHQW�RI�P\�GH�
VLUHV��WZLVWLQJ�DQG�UHVKDSLQJ�-HVXV�XQWLO�KH�ORRNV�OHVV�OLNH�WKH�*RG�
RI�WKH�%LEOH�DQG�PRUH�OLNH�D�*XPE\�WR\"�:H�PXVW�UHVLVW�WKH�XUJH�
WR�WZLVW�OLNH�RQH�ZRXOG�WZLVW�D�*XPE\�WR\��

%HQGLQJ� DQG� FRQWRUWLQJ� -HVXV� LV� QRWKLQJ� QHZ� XQGHU� WKH� VXQ��
7KRVH�ZKR� WDNH� WUXWK� VHULRXVO\� KDYH�ZRUULHG� DERXW� JHWWLQJ� LW�
ZURQJ�� 7KURXJKRXW� KLVWRU\�� SHRSOH� DWWHPSWHG� WR� RXWOLQH� DQG�
XQGHUVWDQG�VFULSWXUH��*UHDW�V\VWHPDWLF�WKHRORJLHV�ZHUH�ZULWWHQ�
WR�KHOS�&KULVWLDQV�DOLJQ�ZLWK�WUXWK��*HWWLQJ�GRFWULQH�ULJKW�UHDOO\�
GLG�PDWWHU�� <HW� ,� KDYH� QRWLFHG� WKDW� WUXWK� VHHPV� WR�PDWWHU� OHVV�
DQG�OHVV��,�KDYH�VHHQ�D�*XPE\�OLNH�TXDOLW\�DWWDFKHG�WR�-HVXV�EH�
FRPH�PRUH�DQG�PRUH�FRPPRQ��WKDW�ZH�FDQ�KDYH�-HVXV�RXU�ZD\��
,�IRXQG�D�OLVW�WKDW�LOOXVWUDWHV�WKH�*XPE\�QDWXUH�RXU�VRFLHW\�KDV�
LPSRVHG�RQ�WKH�-HVXV�RI�WKH�%LEOH�

5HSXEOLFDQ� -HVXVŌZKR� LV� DJDLQVW� WD[� LQFUHDVHV� DQG� DFWLYLVW�
MXGJHV��IRU�IDPLO\�YDOXHV�DQG�RZQLQJ�ğUHDUPV�
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'HPRFUDW�-HVXVŌZKR�LV�DJDLQVW�:DOO�6WUHHW�DQG�:DO�0DUW��DQG�
IRU�UHGXFLQJ�RXU�FDUERQ�IRRWSULQW�

7KHUDSLVW�-HVXVŌZKR�KHOSV�XV�FRSH�ZLWK�OLIHłV�SUREOHPV��KHDOV�
RXU�SDVW��WHOO�XV�KRZ�YDOXDEOH�ZH�DUH�DQG�WR�QRW�EH�VR�KDUG�RQ�
RXUVHOYHV�

6WDUEXFNV� -HVXVŌZKR� GULQNV� IDLU� WUDGH� FRIIHH�� ORYHV� VSLULWXDO�
FRQYHUVDWLRQV��GULYHV�D�K\EULG��DQG�JRHV�WR�ğOP�IHVWLYDOV�

7RXFKGRZQ� -HVXVŌZKR� KHOSV� DWKOHWHV� UXQ� IDVWHU� DQG� MXPS�
KLJKHU�WKDQ�QRQ�&KULVWLDQV�

*HQWOH�-HVXVŌZKR�ZDV�PHHN�DQG�PLOG��ZLWK�KLJK�FKHHNERQHV��
ĠRZLQJ�KDLU��DQG�ZDONV�DURXQG�EDUHIRRW��ZHDULQJ�D�VDVK�ZKLOH�
ORRNLQJ�YHU\�6FDQGLQDYLDQ�

+LSSLH� -HVXVŌZKR� WHDFKHV� HYHU\RQH� WR� JLYH� SHDFH� D� FKDQFH��
LPDJLQHV�D�ZRUOG�ZLWKRXW�UHOLJLRQ��DQG�KHOSV�XV�UHPHPEHU�WKDW�
ŃDOO�\RX�QHHG�LV�ORYH�ń

<XSSLH� -HVXVŌZKR� HQFRXUDJHV� XV� WR� UHDFK� RXU� IXOO� SRWHQWLDO��
UHDFK�IRU�WKH�VWDUV��DQG�EX\�D�ERDW�

6SLULWXDOLW\� -HVXVŌZKR� KDWHV� UHOLJLRQV�� FKXUFKHV�� SDVWRUV��
SULHVWV��DQG�GRFWULQH��DQG�ZRXOG�UDWKHU�KDYH�SHRSOH�RXW� LQ�QD�
WXUH�� ğQGLQJ� ŃWKH� JRG� ZLWKLQń� ZKLOH� OLVWHQLQJ� WR� DPELJXRXVO\�
VSLULWXDO�PXVLF�

3ODWLWXGH�-HVXVŌJRRG�IRU�&KULVWPDV�VSHFLDOV��JUHHWLQJ�FDUGV��DQG�
EDG�VHUPRQV��LQVSLULQJ�SHRSOH�WR�EHOLHYH�LQ�WKHPVHOYHV�

5HYROXWLRQDU\�-HVXVŌZKR�WHDFKHV�XV�WR�UHEHO�DJDLQVW�WKH�VWDWXV�
TXR��VWLFN�LW�WR�WKH�PDQ��DQG�EODPH�WKLQJV�RQ�ŃWKH�V\VWHP�ń

%R\IULHQG� -HVXVŌZKR� ZUDSV� KLV� DUPV� DURXQG� XV� DV� ZH� VLQJ�
DERXW�KLV�LQWR[LFDWLQJ�ORYH�LQ�RXU�VHFUHW�SODFH�

$QG� WKHQ� WKHUHłV� -HVXV� &KULVW�� WKH� 6RQ� RI� WKH� /LYLQJ�*RG��1RW�
MXVW�DQRWKHU�SURSKHW�RU�WHDFKHU�RU�PLUDFOH�ZRUNHU��KH�ZDV�WKH�
RQH�WKH\�KDG�EHHQ�ZDLWLQJ�IRU���WKH�6RQ�RI�'DYLG�DQG�$EUDKDPłV�
FKRVHQ� VHHG�� 7KH�:RUG� RI� *RG�PDGH� ĠHVK� WR� HVWDEOLVK�*RGłV�
UHLJQ�RQ�HDUWK��WR�KHDO�WKH�VLFN��JLYH�VLJKW�WR�WKH�EOLQG��IUHHGRP�WR�
WKH�SULVRQHUV�DQG�SURFODLP�WKH�JRRG�QHZV�WR�WKH�SRRU��WKH�ODPE�
RI�*RG�ZKR�FDPH�WR�WDNH�DZD\�WKH�VLQV�RI�WKH�HDUWK��

,Q�KLV�ERRN��The Gospel According to Starbucks�/HRQDUG�6ZHHW�WHOOV�
WKH�VWRU\�RI�(G�)DXEHUW��)DXEHUW� LV�ZKDW�\RX�FDOO�D�ŃFXSSHU�ń� ,Q�
OD\PHQ� WHUPV�� KHłV� D� FRIIHH� WDVWHU�� +H� LV� WKH� EHVW� DW� ZKDW� KH�
GRHV��+LV�WDVWH�EXGV�DUH�OHJHQGDU\��WKH\�DUH�LQVXUHG�E\�/OR\GV�RI�
/RQGRQ��6R�VSHFLDO�LV�KLV�WDVWH�IRU�FRIIHH�WKDW�HYHQ�ZKLOH�EOLQG�
IROGHG�KH�FDQ�WDNH�RQH�VLS�RI�FRIIHH�DQG�WHOO�\RX�QRW�MXVW�WKDW�LW�
LV�IURP�*XDWHPDOD��EXW�IURP�ZKDW�VWDWH�LW�FRPHV�IURP��DW�ZKDW�
DOWLWXGH�LW�ZDV�JURZQ��DQG�RQ�ZKDW�PRXQWDLQ�

John’s Call to be Ethical and Love Cuppers
,Q���-RKQ�*RG�FDOOV�XV�DV�&KULVWLDQV�QRW�WR�EH�FXSSHUV�RI�FRIIHH��
EXW�WR�FXOWLYDWH�RXU�VSLULWXDO�WDVWH�EXGV��,Q�WKH�ğUVW�WKUHH�FKDS�
WHUV� -RKQ� WDXJKW� XV� WKDW� ZH� FDQ� NQRZ� ZKR� NQRZV� *RG� DQG�

ZKR�FRPHV�IURP�*RG�E\�WKHLU�HWKLFV�DQG�WKHLU�ORYH��:H�DUH�WR�
EH� VSLULWXDOO\� VHQVLWLYH� WR� GRLQJ� ULJKW� DQG� ORYLQJ� ULJKW�� (WKLFDO�
&XSSHUV�DQG�/RYH�&XSSHUV�VR�WR�VSHDN��:KLOH�GULYLQJ�KHUH�IURP�
:LVFRQVLQ�,�VWUHDPHG�VHYHUDO���-RKQ�VHUPRQV�IURP�WKH�SDVWRUV�
DW�&3&��-RKQ�GURYH�KRPH�WR�XV�WKDW�HWKLFV�PDWWHU�WR�*RG�DQG�ORYH�
PDWWHUV�WR�*RG��WKDW�RXU�VSLULWXDO�WDVWH�EXGV�DUH�WR�EH�VHQVLWLYH�
WR�HWKLFV�DQG�ORYH�HYHU\�GD\����-RKQ������VXPPDUL]HV�WKLV�SUHWW\�
ZHOO��

“This is how we know who the children of God are 
and who the children of the devil are:  Anyone who 
does not do what is right is not a child of God; nor 
is anyone who does not love his brother.” 

7KH� WH[W�ZH�DUH� LQ� WKLV�PRUQLQJ� UHYHDOV�DQRWKHU�FDOO� WKDW� -RKQ�
JLYHV�XV���7KLV�LV�WKH�FDOO�WR�EH�7UXWK�&XSSHUV�

John’s Call to be Truth Cuppers
“Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test 
the spirits to see whether they are from God, be-
cause many false prophets have gone out into the 
world” (4:1).

$V�(XJHQH�3HWHUVRQ�WUDQVODWHG�LW��The Message�WUDQVODWLRQ���Ń'RQłW�
EHOLHYH�HYHU\WKLQJ�\RX�KHDU�ń� �'RQłW�EHOLHYH�HYHU\� VSLULW��:KDW�
GRHV� -RKQ�PHDQ� KHUH� E\� VSLULW"� ,W� FDQ� EH� WUDQVODWHG� DV� Ń'RQłW�
EHOLHYH�HYHU\�XQVHHQ�VSLULWXDO� LQĠXHQFH�ń�7KHUH�DUH�EHOLHIV�WKDW�
FRQWUDGLFW�*RG��WKDW�FRPH�VWUDLJKW�IURP�WKH�JURWWR�WKDW�DUH�UH�
YHDOHG� LQ� VRPH� WHDFKHUV�� VRPH� SURSKHW� WKURXJK� WKHLU� VSHHFK��
WKHLU�DFWLRQV�RU�WKHLU�SDVVLRQV��(YHQ�LI�LW�VRXQGV�JRRG��GRQłW�MXVW�
DXWRPDWLFDOO\�EHOLHYH�LW�WR�EH�WUXWK��7KH\�ZLOO�VRXQG�JRRG��:KDW�
IDOVH�SURSKHW�LV�QRW�JRLQJ�WR�WU\�WR�HVWDEOLVK�D�IROORZLQJ�E\�QRW�
VRXQGLQJ�JRRG"��6SLULWV�DUH�SOXUDO��)DOVH�SURSKHWV�DUH�SOXUDO��<RX�
FDQłW�WXUQ�RQ�\RXU�FRPSXWHU��79�RU�UDGLR�ZLWKRXW�EXPSLQJ�LQWR�
one. 

7KHUHłV�D�VWRU\�RI�D�\RXQJ�$PHULFDQ�HQJLQHHU�ZKR�ZDV�VHQW�WR�
,UHODQG�E\�KLV�FRPSDQ\�� ,W�ZDV�D� WZR�\HDU�DVVLJQPHQW��+H�KDG�
DFFHSWHG�LW�EHFDXVH�LW�ZRXOG�HQDEOH�KLP�WR�HDUQ�HQRXJK�PRQH\�
WR�PDUU\�KLV�ORQJ�WLPH�JLUOIULHQG��6KH�KDG�D�MRE�QHDU�KHU�KRPH�LQ�
7HQQHVVHH��7KHLU�SODQ�ZDV�WR�SXW�WKHLU�PRQH\�WRJHWKHU�DQG�SXW�D�
GRZQ�SD\PHQW�RQ�D�KRXVH�ZKHQ�KH�UHWXUQHG��7KH\�ZURWH�RIWHQ��
EXW�DV�WKH�ORQHO\�ZHHNV�ZHQW�E\��WKH�JLUOIULHQG�EHJDQ�H[SUHVVLQJ�
GRXEWV�DERXW�KLV�EHLQJ�WUXH��H[SRVHG�DV�KH�ZDV�WR�WKH�EHDXWLIXO�
,ULVK�ODVVHV�

7KH�\RXQJ�HQJLQHHU�ZURWH�EDFN��+H�GHFODUHG�ZLWK�VRPH�SDVVLRQ�
WKDW�KH�ZDV�SD\LQJ�DEVROXWHO\�QR�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�WKH� ORFDO�JLUOV�� Ń,�
DGPLW�ń�KH�ZURWH��ŃWKDW�VRPHWLPHV�,łP�WHPSWHG��%XW�,�ğJKW�LW��,łP�
NHHSLQJ�P\VHOI�IRU�\RX�ń�,Q�WKH�QH[W�PDLO��WKH�HQJLQHHU�UHFHLYHG�D�
SDFNDJH��,W�FRQWDLQHG�D�QRWH�IURP�KLV�JLUO�DQG�D�KDUPRQLFD��Ń,łP�
VHQGLQJ�WKLV�WR�\RX�ń�VKH�ZURWH��ŃVR�\RX�FDQ�OHDUQ�WR�SOD\�LW�DQG�
KDYH�VRPH�WLPH�WR�WDNH�\RXU�PLQG�RII�WKRVH�JLUOV�ń

7KH�HQJLQHHU�UHSOLHG��Ń7KDQNV�IRU�WKH�KDUPRQLFD��,łP�SUDFWLFLQJ�
LW�HYHU\�QLJKW�DQG�WKLQNLQJ�RI�\RX�ń



$W�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�WZR�\HDUV��WKH�HQJLQHHU�ZDV�WUDQVIHUUHG�EDFN�
WR�FRPSDQ\�KHDGTXDUWHUV��+H�WRRN�WKH�ğUVW�SODQH�WR�7HQQHVVHH�
WR�EH�UHXQLWHG�ZLWK�KLV�JLUO��+HU�ZKROH�IDPLO\�ZDV�ZLWK�KHU��EXW�
DV�KH�UXVKHG�IRUZDUG�WR�HPEUDFH�KHU��VKH�KHOG�XS�D�UHVWUDLQLQJ�
KDQG�DQG�VDLG�VWHUQO\��Ń-XVW�KROG�RQ�WKHUH�D�PLQXWH��%HIRUH�DQ\�
VHULRXV�NLVVLQł�DQG�KXJJLQł�JHWV�VWDUWHG�KHUH��OHW�PH�KHDU�\RX�SOD\�
WKDW�KDUPRQLFD�ń��

7HVWLQJ�LV�KDUG��-XVW�WKH�WKRXJKW�RI�TXHVWLRQLQJ�VRPHRQHłV�EHOLHI�
V\VWHP�PDNHV�XV�XQFRPIRUWDEOH��:KR�DUH�ZH�WR�HYDOXDWH�ZKDW�
RWKHUV� EHOLHYH"� %XW� LW� PXVW� EH� LPSRUWDQW� EHFDXVH� -RKQ� FRP�
PDQGV�XV�WR�GR�WKLV��7UXWK�PDWWHUV�WR�*RG��DQG�LW�VKRXOG�PDWWHU�
WR�XV��/HW�PH�VKRZ�\RX�D�SDUWLFXODUO\�VWURQJ�VWDQG�WKDW�*RG�WDNHV�
RQ�WKRVH�ZKR�FODLP�WR�KDYH�WUXWK�LQ�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW��7KLV�ZLOO�
VHHP�KDUVK�WR�\RX��EXW�FRQVLGHU�WKH�VDGQHVV�RI�VHHLQJ�VRPHRQH�
WDNHQ�FDSWLYH�E\�D�ZRUOG�SKLORVRSK\�DQG�WKHQ�EH�HDWHQ�XS�E\�LW�
DV�WKH\�ZRUVKLS�LW�

“…. and if the sign or wonder of which he has 
spoken takes place, and he says, ‘Let us follow 
other gods’ (gods you have not known) ‘and let us 
worship them,’ you must not listen to the words 
of that prophet or dreamer. The LORD your God 
LV� WHVWLQJ� \RX� WR� ğQG�RXW�ZKHWKHU� \RX� ORYH�KLP�
with all your heart and with all your soul. It is the 
LORD your God you must follow, and him you 
must revere. Keep his commands and obey him; 
serve him and hold fast to him. That prophet 
or dreamer must be put to death, because he 
preached rebellion against the Lord your God, 
who brought you out of Egypt and redeemed you 
from the land of slavery; he has tried to turn you 
from the way the Lord your God commanded you 
to follow” (Deut. 13:1–5a).

<HV��7UXWK�PDWWHUV�WR�*RG�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�LW�VKRXOG�PDWWHU�WR�XV��,V�
WKHUH�D�VSHFLğF�FULWHULRQ�IRU�WHVWLQJ�LI�VRPHRQH�LV�WZLVWLQJ�-HVXV�
OLNH�D�*XPE\�WR\"�-RKQ�JLYHV�XV�WKDW�VWDUWLQJ�LQ�-RKQ�������

“Those who claim to speak the truth about God, 
will speak correctly about Jesus. This is how you 
can recognize the Spirit of God:  Every spirit that 
acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the 
ĠHVK�LV�IURP�*RG��EXW�HYHU\�VSLULW�WKDW�GRHV�QRW�DF-
knowledge Jesus is not from God. That is the spirit 
of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming 
and even now is already in the world.”

(YDOXDWH� DOO� VSHDNHUV�� WHDFKHUV� DQG� SUHDFKHUV�� :KDW� GR� WKH\�
WHDFK�DERXW�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�-HVXV�&KULVW"�-RKQ�LV�WHOOLQJ�XV�WR�EH�RQ�
WKH� ORRNRXW� IRU�DQ\�WHDFKLQJ�WKDW�PLQLPL]HV� WKH�DXWKRULW\�DQG�
SHUVRQ�RI� -HVXV�&KULVW�� Ń-HVXV�&KULVW�KDV� FRPH�ń� ,� ORYH� WKH� ULFK�
PHDQLQJ�KHUH��,W�PHDQV�WKDW�WKH�DQRLQWHG�RQH�FDPH�IURP�KLV�H[�
DOWHG�SODFH�LQ�KHDYHQ��WRRN�RQ�ĠHVK�DQG�EHFDPH�-HVXV�&KULVW�WKH�
*RG�PDQŌ�����KXPDQ�DQG������GLYLQH��)RUHYHU�FKDQJHG��+H�
GLGQłW�MXVW�DSSHDU�KXPDQ��KH�GLGQłW�MXVW�DSSHDU�GLYLQH�OLNH�D�PL�
UDJH�LQ�WKH�GHVHUW��KH�EHFDPH�DQG�DOZD\V�ZLOO�EH�ERWK�*RG�DQG�
0DQ��(PPDQXHO��*RG�ZLWK�8V�� -HVXV�RI�1D]DUHWK� LV� WKH�GLYLQH�

ZRUG�RI�*RG��ZKR�UHYHDOV�WKH�)DWKHU�WR�XV��ZKR�DORQH�DWRQHV�IRU�
RXU�VLQV��ZKR�ORYHV�XV�VR�PXFK�KH�EHFDPH�RQH�RI�XV���

)DOVH�WHDFKHUV�ZLOO�GHQ\�WKLV�WUXWK�DERXW�-HVXV��7UXWK�WHOOHUV�ZLOO�
ZLWQHVV�WR�WKLV�WUXWK�DERXW�-HVXV��)DOVH�WHDFKHUV�ZLOO�FODLP�VRPH�
NLQG�RI�QHZ�WHDFKLQJ��3HWHU�ZDUQV�XV�DERXW�WKLV���“But there were 
also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false 
teachers among you. They will secretly introduce heresies, even 
denying the sovereign Lord bought them”����3HWHU�������

4XHVWLRQLQJ�LI�KH�LV�UHDOO\�ZKR�KH�VD\V�KH�LV��RU�LI�KLV�ZRUG�LV�UHOL�
DEOH�LV�DV�ROG�DV�$GDP�DQG�(YH��2XU�HQHP\��WKH�WHDFKLQJV�RI�WKH�
ZRUOG��DQG�RI�WKH�DQWLFKULVW�GLVWRUW�DQG�GHQ\�*RGłV�ZRUG��2IWHQ�
WLPHV�WKHVH�IDOVH�WHDFKHUV�DUH�VWURQJ�DWWUDFWLYH�OHDGHUV��7KH\�IRRO�
SHRSOH�ZLWK�WKHLU�SURPLVHV��7KLV�SDVW�)ULGD\�,�KDG�GLQQHU�DQG�D�
PRYLH�ZDV�VRPH�QHZ�IULHQGV�DW�&3&��,�DVNHG�ZKR�RXU�FRQJUHVV�
SHUVRQ�ZDV�KHUH�� ,W� WRRN�D�ZKLOH�WR�GHWHUPLQH�ZKR�LW�ZDV��EXW�
WKHQ�RQH�DVNHG� LI� ,� UHPHPEHUHG�/HR�5\DQ�� ,�GLG�� ,�ZDV� LQ�KLJK�
VFKRRO� LQ�2UDQJH�&RXQW\�ZKHQ� -LP� -RQHV� DPEXVKHG�KLP�DQG�
GHFHLYHG�����RI�KLV�IROORZHUVŌPHQ��ZRPHQ�DQG�FKLOGUHQŌWR�
FRPPLW�VXLFLGH�LQ�*X\DQD��

)DOVH�WHDFKHUV�WHQG�WR�KDYH�DQ�H[FOXVLYH�VSLULW��7KDW�WKH\�KDYH�D�
FRUQHU�RQ�WKH�WUXWK�DQG�GRQłW�QHHG�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�FKXUFK�WR�ZRUN�
WKURXJK�WKHLU�IDLWK�ZLWK�D�FRPPXQLW\�RI�EHOLHYHUV�WKDW�WKH\�FDQ�
OHDUQ� WR� VXEPLW� WR�DQG�EH�DFFRXQWDEOH� WR��7KH\�ZLOO�SXOO� DZD\�
IURP�RWKHU�JURXSV�ZKHUH�WKH\�ZRXOG�UXQ�LQWR�DFFRXQWDELOLW\�DQG�
EH�FKDOOHQJHG��-RKQ�VSRNH�DERXW�WKDW�EDFN�LQ�FKDSWHU���

“They went out from us, but they didn’t really 
belong to us. For if they had belonged to us, they 
would have remained with us; but their going 
showed that none of them belonged to us” (v. 19).

6RPH� RI� XV� PLJKW� EH� VD\LQJ�� Ń<RX� NQRZ� DOO� WKLV� WDON� DERXW�
IDOVH�WHDFKHUV�� ,�GRQłW�NQRZ�PXFK�� ,łP�QR�ELEOH�VFKRODU�� ,�GRQłW�
VWXG\�WKLV�VWXII��LW�LVQłW�P\�WKLQJ��7KLV�RWKHU�IDOVH�SURSKHW�VWXII�
LV�FUHHSLQJ�PH�RXW�� ,WłV� VFDU\�ń�2QH�RI� WKH� IHHOLQJV� WKDW�ZH�FDQ�
IHHO�LV�IHDU��:LOO�,�EH�DEOH�WR�VWDQG�ğUP"�,V�WKH�WUXWK�UHDOO\�VWURQJ�
LQ�PH"�$QG�\RX�NQRZ�ZKDW"�-RKQ�XQGHUVWDQGV�WKDW�IHHOLQJ��+H�
VD\V��Ń<RX���DOO�RI�XV��GHDU�FKLOGUHQ�ZKR�NQRZ�*RG��NQRZ�ZLWK�
FRQğGHQFH�*RG�LV�JUHDWHU�ń�+H�JLYHV�XV�YHUVH���DV�D�JLIW��

“You, dear children,����WLPHV�LQ�WKLV� OHWWHU�� LW�PHDQV�
UHDOO\�OLVWHQ�QRZ� are from God and have overcome 
them, because the one who is in you is greater than 
the one who is in the world. They are from the 
world and therefore speak from the viewpoint of 
the world, and the world listens to them” (4: 4-5).

Jesus said, “I have told you things, so that in me 
you may have peace. In this world you will have 
trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the 
world”  (16:33).

+RZ�PDQ\�WLPHV�KDYH�ZH�UHOLHG�RQ�WKLV�SURPLVH�WKDW�-HVXV�KDV�
RYHUFRPH� WKH�ZRUOG�ZKHQ� IDFLQJ� DQ� LOOQHVV�� D� MRE� ORVV�� D� UHOD�
WLRQVKLS� SUREOHP�� D� EXVLQHVV� SUREOHP�� D� ZD\ZDUG� FKLOG"� $QG�



7KLV�PHVVDJH�IURP�6FULSWXUH�ZDV�SUHDFKHG�RQ�6XQGD\��1RYHPEHU����������DW�&HQWUDO�3HQLQVXOD�&KXUFK
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KRZ�PDQ\� WLPHV�KDV� WKLV�SURPLVH�EHHQ�FRPPXQLFDWHG� WR�\RX�
E\�SHRSOH�ZKR�XQGHUVWRRG�EHFDXVH�WKH\�KDG�OLYHG�LW"�7KH\�KDYH�
DOUHDG\�ZDONHG�WKH�URDG�\RX�DUH�ZDONLQJ"��

0\�ğUVW�PHQłV� HYHQW� DIWHU�PRYLQJ� WR�:LVFRQVLQ�ZDV� D�ğVKLQJ�
HYHQW�RQ�D�ORFDO�ODNH��1RZ�IRU�\RX�ZKR�KDYH�OLYHG�LQ�WKH�XSSHU�
0LGZHVW�� ,�ZDQW�\RX�WR�WKLQN�IRU�D�PRPHQW��7KLV�ğVKLQJ�HYHQW�
ZDV�LQ�)HEUXDU\��6R�,�EXQGOH�XS��DQG�,�GULYH�WR�WKH�ODNH��,�NQHZ�
WKDW�ZH�DUH�LFH�ğVKLQJ�DQG�,�ZDV�NLQG�RI�XQHDV\�DERXW�ZDONLQJ�
RXW�RQ�WKH�LFH��%XW�KH\��WKHVH�DUH�JX\V�*RG�EURXJKW�LQWR�P\�OLIH��
DQG�,�FDQ�GR�WKLV��6R�,�DUULYH�DW�WKH�VKRUH�DQG�D�IHZ�RWKHU�JX\V�DUH�
WKHUH�ZLWK�WKHLU�WUXFNV��,�JHW�RXW�DQG�VD\��Ń2ND\��,�FDQ�GR�WKLV��OHWłV�
ZDON�RQ�IUR]HQ�ZDWHU�ń� � Ń+H\�ZKDW�DUH�\RX�GRLQJ"�:H�DUH�QRW�
JRLQJ�WR�ZDON�RQ�WKLV�LFH��,WłV�D�ELJ�ODNH��:H�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�GULYH�RQ�
WKH�ODNH�ń�Ń1R�ZD\��DUH�\RX�VHULRXV"ń�%H�DZDUH��%H�DOHUW��EXW�GRQłW�
EH�DIUDLG�� Ń2K�\HV��$QG�XQIDVWHQ�\RXU�VHDW�EHOW�DQG�RSHQ�\RXU�
WUXFN�GRRU��DQG�VWD\�LQ�P\�WUDFNV�ń�,�ZDV�UHDOO\�RND\�EHFDXVH�WKLV�
FRPPXQLW\�RI�JX\V�KDG�OLYHG�LW��DQG�WKH\�ORYHG�PH�DQG�ZDONHG�
WKLV�&DOLIRUQLD�ER\�LQWR�VRPH�SUHWW\�JUHDW�IHOORZVKLS�RXW�RQ�WKH�
LFH��$�ORW�RI�PLQLVWU\�WRRN�SODFH�VWDQGLQJ�RXW�WKHUH�RQ�WKH�ODNH�RQ�
D�IHZ�6DWXUGD\V�HDFK�ZLQWHU�

6R�-RKQ�LQ�YHUVHV�����VWDUWV�ZLWK�WKRVH�WHDFKHUV��7HVW�WKHP��WUXWK�
PDWWHUV��7KHQ�LQ�YHUVH���KH�VD\V�Ń\RXń�ZKLFK�UHIHUV�WR�DOO�RI�XV��
'RQłW�EH�DIUDLG��KH�WHOOV�XV��UHPHPEHU�ZKR�LV�LQ�\RX��,�DP�DQG�,�
KDYH�RYHUFRPH�WKH�ZRUOG��6WD\�LQ�P\�WUDFNV�

,Q�YHUVH���KH�HQGV�WKLV�VHFWLRQ�E\�WDONLQJ�DERXW�KLPVHOI�DQG�RWKHUV�
WKDW�KDYH�ZDONHG�ZLWK�-HVXV�DQG�KDYH�UHFRUGHG�ZKDW�-HVXV�VDLG�
DQG�GLG��,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV�KH�HQGV�WKLV�VHFWLRQ�ORRNLQJ�DW�KLPVHOI�
DQG�WKH�RWKHU�ZULWHUV�RI�WKH�%LEOH�

“We are from God, and whoever knows God lis-
tens to us; but whoever is not from God does not 
listen to us. This is how we recognize the Spirit of 
truth and the spirit of falsehood” (4:6).

&RQVLGHU�WKLV��,WłV�SUREDEO\�KDSSHQHG�WR�PRVW�RI�XV��<RX�KDYH�D�
IULHQG�ZKR� LV� UHDOO\�H[FLWHG�DERXW�D�ERRN��D�VSHDNHU��D� OLIHVW\OH�
WKH\�KDYH�IRXQG��7KH\�DUH�H[FLWHG�WR�VKDUH�LW�ZLWK�\RX��<RX�DUH�
KDSS\�EHFDXVH�\RXU�IULHQG�VHHPV�VR�KDSS\��%XW�ZKHQ�\RXU�IULHQG�
WHOOV�\RX�DERXW�LW��LWłV�VRPHWKLQJ�\RX�NQRZ�OLWWOH�DERXW��6R�-RKQ�LV�
WHOOLQJ�PH�WKDW�,�QHHG�WR�WHVW�LW�EHFDXVH�WUXWK�PDWWHUV��,V�LW�WUXWK�
IURP�*RG�RU�LV�LW�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�DV�-RKQ�VD\V��Ń6SHDNV�IURP�WKH�
YLHZSRLQW�RI�WKH�ZRUOGń�"�

+HUH�LV�ZKDW�-RKQ�WHOOV�XV�WR�GR��*RG�VD\V�SD\�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�ZKR�
LV�IROORZLQJ�WKLV��$UH�WKH�SHRSOH�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKLV�SHRSOH�ZKR�KDYH�
SODFHG� WKHLU� WUXVW� LQ� -HVXV�&KULVW"� �$UH� WKH\�SHRSOH�ZKR�NQRZ�

-HVXV��DQG�ZKR�DUH�FRPPLWWHG�WR�IROORZLQJ�-HVXV"��3HRSOH�ZKR�
NQRZ�*RG�ZLOO�UHMHFW�WKH�YLHZSRLQW�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��

Jesus says, “The watchman opens the gate for him, 
and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own 
sheep by name and leads them out. When he has 
brought all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and 
his sheep follow him because they know his voice” 
(10:3-4).

Why Does Being a Truth Cupper Matter?
:H�DUH�FDOOHG�WR�DFFXUDWHO\�JLYH�YRLFH�WR�WKH�RQH�WUXH�*RG�DPRQJ�
D�SDQWKHRQ�RI�PDQ\�JRGV��:H� FDQ�GR� WKLV�� (DFK�RQH�RI�XV� DV�
ZH�OHDUQ�PRUH�DERXW�-HVXV�DQG�IROORZ�-HVXV�DQG�LQWHUQDOL]H�WKH�
WUXWKV�DERXW�-HVXV�KDYH�EHHQ�JLYHQ�DQ�XQEHOLHYDEOH�RSSRUWXQLW\�
WR�VHH�ZKDW�*RG�LV�UHDOO\�OLNH��:H�KDYH�DQ�HYHU�LQFUHDVLQJ�VHQVL�
WLYLW\�WR�ZKDW�LV�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�WR�KLP��7KURXJK�KLV�ORYLQJ�UH�
ODWLRQVKLSV�ZH�FDQ�NQRZ�KLV�KHDUW�IRU�SHRSOH��:H�FDQ�NQRZ�WKH�
ORYH��FRPSDVVLRQ�DQG�IRUJLYHQHVV�WKDW�*RG�SURYLGHV��17�:ULJKW�
SXW� LW�ZHOO�� Ń-HVXV� SURYLGHV� DQ� H[HJHVLV� RI�*RG��'DUH� WR� VKDSH�
\RXU�YLHZ�RI�WUXWK�DURXQG�WKH�SHUVRQ�RI�-HVXV�ń��

6R�ZKDW�GR�,�GR�ZKHQ�P\�IULHQGV�FKDOOHQJH�P\�EHOLHI�DERXW�ZKR�
-HVXV�LV"��,�PDNH�VXUH�,�DP�OHDUQLQJ�PRUH�DQG�PRUH�WUXWK�DERXW�
KLP�DQG�DERXW�KRZ�KH�UHVFXHG�PH�IURP�GHDWK��IURP�FRQGHP�
QDWLRQ��IURP�D�OLIH�ZLWKRXW�SXUSRVH��7KHQ�,�DP�WR�ğQG�ZD\V�RI�
PDNLQJ�KLP�NQRZQ�PRUH�FOHDUO\� LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�DURXQG�PH��$V� ,�
NQRZ�KLP�PRUH�FOHDUO\��WKHQ�,�FDQ�PDNH�KLP�NQRZQ�PRUH�FOHDUO\�
DQG�FDUHIXOO\��WR�ĠXVK�RXW�HUURU�ZLWKRXW�FRQGHPQLQJ�DOO�WKLQJV�
different.

,I�\RX�DUH� OLNH�PH�\RX�QHHG�WR�EH�UHPLQGHG�WKDW�WUXWK� LV�QRW�D�
FOXE�,�DP�WR�XVH�WR�KDPPHU�SHRSOH�LQWR�DJUHHPHQW��*RG�KDV�QRW�
FDOOHG�PH�WR�EH�KDUVK�RU�FULWLFDO�RU�QLWSLFN�� ,�KDYH� OHDUQHG�WKDW�
*RG�ZDQWV�PH�WR�PDMRU�RQ�WKH�PDMRUV�DQG�OHW�WKH�OLWWOH�FKXUFK\�
WKLQJV�JR��+H�KDV�FDOOHG�PH�WR�OHW�WKH�ORYH�RI�&KULVW�WKURXJK�PH�
JDLQ�PH�D�YRLFH�LQ�D�GDUNHQLQJ�ZRUOG��VR�WKDW�P\�OLIH�FDQ�EH�DQ�
LOOXVWUDWLRQ�RI�ZKR�KH�LV�DQG�ZKDW�KH�KDV�GRQH��WKDW�,�FDQ�EH�D�
VROXWLRQ�WR�D�EURNHQ�ZRUOG��7KLV�ZDV�P\�SUD\HU�GULYLQJ�WKURXJK�
QRUWKHUQ�1HYDGD�

7R� EH� WUXWK� FXSSHUV� PHDQV� WR� EH� ZLQVRPH� KDSS\� ZDUULRUV�
RI� WUXWK�� 3OHDVH� KROG�PH� DFFRXQWDEOH� WR� WKLV�� ,� DP� FRQYLQFHG�
WKLV� LV�KRZ�*RG�FDQ�XVH�PH�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH�WR�UHDFK�SHRSOH�ZKR�
GRQłW� NQRZ�KLP��$V� \RX�KROG�PH� DFFRXQWDEOH�� ,�ZLOO� KROG� \RX�
DFFRXQWDEOH�

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


