
Have you ever noticed how encouraging a handwritten letter 
can be to someone?  When I was a young boy I remember my 
grandma getting letters in the mail from her sister in Germany. It 
ZDV�P\�MRE�WR�JHW�WKH�PDLO�DW�WKH�SRVW�RIğFH��0\�JUDQGPD�ZRXOG�
pull up outside at the curb and I would get out of her 1977 VW 
Bug. She would sit there, with the car still running, while I darted 
XS�WKH�VWDLUV�LQWR�WKH�SRVW�RIğFH��,Q�WKH�GRRUV�,łG�KHDG�WR�WKH�OHIW�
DQG�PDNH�D�ULJKW�GRZQ�WKH�ğUVW�URZ�ZKHUH�DW�WKH�HQG��QHDU�WKH�
bottom was P.O. Box 1299.

8VXDOO\�,�ZRXOG�JHW�WKH�FRPER�ULJKW�WKH�ğUVW�WLPH��EXW�LI�,�WULHG�
to clear it too quickly I would have to start all over. After getting 
the small metal door open I would pull out the letters and see 
ZKR�HDFK�RQH�ZDV�DGGUHVVHG�WR��0DNLQJ�VXUH�,�KDG�HDFK�SLHFH�RI�
mail held tightly in my hands I would close the door to the P.O. 
Box and race back out to my grandma. She would glance over the 
mail and usually expressionless acknowledge the bills we had to 
pay. There were the rare times when the white envelope with 
the red and blue horizontal lines would appear in my hand; these 
were the days she smiled on the drive home.

0\�JUDQGPD�ZRXOG� SDUN� KHU� FDU� LQ� WKH� GULYHZD\�� QRW� WKH� JD-
rage, and we would walk inside our house where she would im-
mediately sit down at the kitchen table to read the letter from 
*HUPDQ\��,�FRXOGQłW�UHDG�*HUPDQ��DOWKRXJK�,�ZLVK�,�ZDV�WDXJKW�
WKH�ODQJXDJH��EXW�,�FRXOG�UHDG�WKH�H[SUHVVLRQ�RQ�P\�JUDQGPDłV�
face. I could see the encouragement the letters brought the 
woman who had left her home, lost her oldest daughter to a 
drunk driver, and was widowed and caring for her grandkids. 

Those letters assured my grandma her family frequently thought 
DERXW�KHU��PLVVHG�KHU�DQG�ORYHG�KHU�GHDUO\�b,Q�WKH�VDPH�ZD\��-RKQ�
wants his readers to be assured in their relationship with God. 
+HłV�GHFODUHG�WKDW�*RG�LV�OLJKW�DQG�KHłV�WROG�WKHP�ZKDW�LW�ORRNV�
OLNH�WR�ZDON�LQ�WKH�OLJKW��%XW�KH�DOVRbZDQWV�WKHP�WR�EH�HQFRXUDJHG�
to keep walking in the light. Encouragement can take two forms. 
You can encourage someone by comforting them, but you can 
also encourage someone by exhorting them do so something, 
DOPRVWbOLNHbD�ZDUQLQJ��-RKQ�RIIHUV�ERWK�NLQGV�RI�HQFRXUDJHPHQW�
LQ�WKLV�SDVVDJH�b�7XUQ�LQ�\RXU�%LEOH�WR���-RKQ������

Encouragement to Believers
/HWłV�VWDUW�ZLWK�WKH�HQFRXUDJHPHQW�-RKQ�JLYHV�WR�WKHVH�EHOLHYHUV�
ZKR�DUH�VWUXJJOLQJ��%HIRUH�ZH�UHDG���-RKQ�ZH�KDYH�WR�UHPHPEHU�
the early church was battling doubt from the lies of the gnostic 

teachers; the gnostics claimed to have special revelation about 
-HVXV� WKDW�QR�RQH�HOVH�KDG�PDNLQJ� WKLV�HQFRXUDJHPHQW�DOO� WKH�
more important.

I am writing to you, dear children,

bbbbEHFDXVH�\RXU�VLQV�KDYH�EHHQ�IRUJLYHQ�RQ�DFFRXQW

� �RI�KLV�QDPH�

,�DP�ZULWLQJ�WR�\RX��IDWKHUV�

bbbbEHFDXVH�\RX�NQRZ�KLP�ZKR�LV�IURP�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�

I am writing to you, young men,

bbbbEHFDXVH�\RX�KDYH�RYHUFRPH�WKH�HYLO�RQH�

I write to you, dear children,

bbbbEHFDXVH�\RX�NQRZ�WKH�)DWKHU�

,�ZULWH�WR�\RX��IDWKHUV�

bbbbEHFDXVH�\RX�NQRZ�KLP�ZKR�LV�IURP�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�

I write to you, young men,

bbbbEHFDXVH�\RX�DUH�VWURQJ�

bbbbDQG�WKH�ZRUG�RI�*RG�OLYHV�LQ�\RX�

bbbbDQG�\RX�KDYH�RYHUFRPH�WKH�HYLO�RQH

 (1 John 2:12–14)

The fact the NIV prints this section in what we consider to be a 
SRHWLF�IRUP�LOOXVWUDWHV�-RKQ�LV� ORRNLQJ�EDFN�RQ�ZKDW�KH�KDV�DO-
ready written in the letter.

<RX�PLJKW�KDYH�FDXJKW�WKH�VL[�WLPHV�-RKQ�WHOOV�XV�KH�HLWKHU�KDV��
DOUHDG\�ZULWWHQ�RU� LV�ZULWLQJ��$W�ğUVW�JODQFH�ZH�KDYH�WKUHH�GLI-
IHUHQW�JURXSV�-RKQ�LV�DGGUHVVLQJ�LQ�WKLV�OHWWHU��GHDU�FKLOGUHQ��ID-
thers and young men. Each group appears to receive two unique 
HQFRXUDJHPHQWV� VSHFLğFDOO\�ZULWWHQ� WR� WKHLU� VLWXDWLRQ��/RRNLQJ�
GHHSHU�LQWR�-RKQłV�XVH�RI�ODQJXDJH�LQ�WKLV�OHWWHU�ZH�ğQG�D�EHWWHU�
understanding of who these different groups represent. Since 
-RKQłV�IDYRULWH�ZD\�WR�DGGUHVV�KLV�UHDGHUV�LV�E\�FDOOLQJ�WKHP�ŃGHDU�
FKLOGUHQń�LWłV�SUHIHUDEOH�WR�WKLQN�RI�WKLV�HQFRXUDJHPHQW�DSSO\LQJ�
WR�HYHU\RQH�ZKR�ZRXOG� UHDG� WKH� OHWWHU�� Ń'HDU� FKLOGUHQń� LVQłW� D�
VSHFLğF� JURXS�EXW�ZRXOG� UHIHU� WR� DOO� WKH� EHOLHYHUV� UHDGLQJ� WKH�
letter. 

,I�ŃGHDU�FKLOGUHQń�DSSOLHV�WR�DOO�EHOLHYHUV�WKHQ�ZH�QHHG�WR�ğQG�RXW�
ZKR�WKH�RWKHU�WZR�WLWOHV�UHIHU�WR��:H�WKLQN�ŃIDWKHUVń�LV�D�UHIHU-
ence to believers who are spiritually mature; believers who have 
been following Christ for a long period of time. Knowing this it 
VHHPV� WKH� WLWOH�RI� Ń\RXQJ�PHQń�ZRXOG� OHDG�XV� WR�EHOLHYH� -RKQ�
LV� UHIHUULQJ� WR� WKRVH�ZKR�DUH� \RXQJ�EHOLHYHUV�� -RKQ� LVQłW�XVLQJ�
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these titles as gender inclusive, only writing to males, completely 
leaving out females in this encouragement. 

Dear Children
Ń'HDU� FKLOGUHQń� UHIHUV� WR� DOO� EHOLHYHUV� DQG� DOO� EHOLHYHUV� DUH� HQ-
FRXUDJHG�LQ�WZR�ZD\V��WR�NQRZ�WKHLU�VLQV�KDYH�EHHQ�IRUJLYHQ�RQ�
DFFRXQW�RQ�KLV�QDPH�DQG�WKDW�WKH\�NQRZ�WKH�IDWKHU��-RKQ�DOUHDG\�
WROG�XV�LQ���-RKQ�����RXU�VLQV�DUH�IRUJLYHQ��<RX�PD\�ğQG�\RXUVHOI�
VWUXJJOLQJ�ZLWK�KRZ�DUH�\RXU�VLQV�IRUJLYHQ��-RKQ�WHOOV�XV�\RXU�VLQV�
DUH� IRUJLYHQ�RQ�DFFRXQW�RI�+LV�QDPH��:KDW� LV� ŃKLV�QDPH"ń�+LV�
QDPH�LV�-HVXV�&KULVW��WKH�VRQ�RI�*RG�

-RKQ�ZDV� DQ� H\H�ZLWQHVV�ZKHQ�&KULVW�ZDV� FUXFLğHG� DQG� DIWHU�
Christ ascended into heaven the disciples continued preaching 
+LV�QDPH��-RKQ�ZDV�HYHQWXDOO\�DUUHVWHG�IRU�SUHDFKLQJ�WKH�QDPH�
RI�-HVXV�DQG�WDNHQ�EHIRUH�WKH�6DQKHGULQ��:KLOH�JLYLQJ�GHIHQVH�WR�
KLV�DFFXVHUV��3HWHU�EROGO\�FODLPHG��“Salvation is found in no one 
else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind 
by which we must be saved”��$FWV��������3HWHU�LV�FOHDUO\�VSHDNLQJ�
DERXW�-HVXV�&KULVW�ZKR�E\�+LV�VKHG�EORRG�RQ�WKH�FURVV�DWRQHG�
for our sins. Through their relationship with Christ they have a 
personal relationship with God and no one claiming a special, 
false, teaching can take this relationship away from them. 

0DWXUH�%HOLHYHUV
The mature believers would have felt the pressure from the 
JQRVWLFV�WR�DEDQGRQ�WKHLU� IDLWK��%RWK�WLPHV�-RKQ�DGGUHVVHV�WKH�
PDWXUH�EHOLHYHUV�KH�XVHV�WKH�H[DFW�VDPH�ZRUGV��\RX�NQRZ�KLP�
who is from the beginning. This description of Christ points us 
EDFN� WR� WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI� WKH� OHWWHU� DQG� UHPLQGV�XV�RI�&KULVWłV�
pre-existence and eternal deity. When these mature believers 
DUH� WROG� -HVXV� LV� WKH� KXPDQ� VRQ� RI� -RVHSK�� WKDW� WKH� 6SLULW� RI�
Christ came upon him at his baptism and left him before His 
FUXFLğ[LRQ��WKH�IDWKHUV�DUH�HTXLSSHG�WR�UHIXWH�WKH�IDOVH�WHDFKLQJ��
Not only did they refute the teaching but they taught truth to the 
young believers!

This is the model the Church has used for 2,000 years—mature 
believers, with right teaching, teaching younger believers. This is 
going on right now in CPCKids, our elementary-aged ministry. 
Our Element ministry knows the value of young believers being 
poured into by older believers. Our leaders come early, pray for 
WKHLU�JURXSV�DQG�JHW�UHDG\�WR�VSHQG�DQ�KRXU�DQG�ğIWHHQ�PLQXWHV�
investing into these kids. Our kids are taught a lesson in a large 
JURXS�VHWWLQJ�DQG�WKHQ�EUHDN� LQWR�DJH�VSHFLğF�VPDOO�JURXSV� WR�
talk more about this lesson with their small group leader. Right 
now kindergarten to fourth graders are meeting with a small 
group leader to talk about the Bible; mature believers are in-
vesting into younger believers!

'DYLG�-DFNPDQ�ZULWHV�� Ń+RZ�LPSRUWDQW� LW� LV� WKHQ�WKDW� ŁIDWKHUVł�
LQ�WKH�FKXUFK�VKRXOG�WHDFK�WKH�Ł\RXQJ�PHQł�LQ�WKH�:RUG�RI�*RG��

Nothing matters more for the future health and strength of 
&KULVWłV�ERG\�ń��2XU�(OHPHQW�0LQLVWU\�LVQłW�WKH�RQO\�SODFH�WKLV�LV�
going on at CPC; we have mature believers teaching young be-
OLHYHUV�DW�DOO�WKUHH�RI�RXU�FDPSXVHV�ULJKW�QRZ��,I�\RXłUH�D�PRUH�
mature believer and looking for a way to invest in young be-
OLHYHUV��,łG�OLNH�WR�WDON�ZLWK�\RX�DQG�JLYH�\RX�D�IHZ�LGHDV�RI�ZKHUH�
you can serve here at CPC.

<RXQJ�%HOLHYHUV
7KH�ğQDO�HQFRXUDJHPHQW�JLYHQ� LV� WR�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�\RXQJHU� LQ�
their faith—the young believers who are trying to discern right 
WHDFKLQJ�� ,�GRQłW�ZDQW�WR�HOHYDWH�DQ\�RI�WKHVH�HQFRXUDJHPHQWV�
above the other but have you noticed how far a little encour-
DJHPHQW�JRHV�ZLWK�D�\RXQJ�SHUVRQ"� � -RKQłV�HQFRXUDJHPHQW� LV�
exactly what a young believer needs to hear; you are strong, the 
word of God lives in you and you have overcome the evil one! 
Who do you think the evil one is?  The evil one is none other 
than the devil himself, the one the Bible describes as roaming 
WKURXJKRXW�WKH�HDUWK�ORRNLQJ�IRU�VRPHRQH�WR�GHYRXU��-RE�������
a thief and a liar.

Young believers are in a constant battle against the evil one. You 
PD\�KDYH�VHHQ�WKLV�LQ�\RXU�RZQ�OLIH�DV�D�\RXQJ�&KULVW�IROORZHU��
OLIH�LV�JRLQJ�MXVW�ğQH�EXW�RQFH�\RX�DFFHSW�&KULVW�DV�\RXU�SHUVRQDO�
6DYLRU� WKLQJV�FKDQJH��7KH�HYLO�RQH�GLGQłW�PHVV�ZLWK�\RX�PXFK�
because he had you just where he wanted you, not focused on 
God. Once you became interested in Christ he started doing ev-
erything he could to get you back. The young believers are not 
only enjoying the forgiveness of sin and fellowship with other 
EHOLHYHUV�EXW�DUH�VWLOO�DFWLYHO\�ğJKWLQJ�DJDLQVW�WKH�HYLO�RQH�

,�YLYLGO\�UHPHPEHU�ZKHQ�,�ğUVW�VXUUHQGHUHG�P\�OLIH�WR�&KULVW�� ,�
ZDV�OLYLQJ�LQ�EHDXWLIXO�6DQ�'LHJR��,�ZDV�OLYLQJ�LQ�WKH�KHDUW�RI�D�
FROOHJH�WRZQ��MXVW�EORFNV�DZD\�IURP�6DQ�'LHJR�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\��
The party life was active all around me and I was constantly 
plagued with the temptation to leave my new found faith. The 
GHVLUHV�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�ZHUH�DW�WKH�WLSV�RI�P\�ğQJHUV�DQG�,�QHHGHG�
WR�ğJXUH�RXW�D�VROLG�SODQ�WR�VWD\�VREHU�DQG�SXUH��2QH�QLJKW��DW�
church, the pastor was preaching and in his message he referred 
WR�3VDOP��������+H�SRVHG�WKH�6FULSWXUH�LQ�WKH�IRUP�RI�D�TXHVWLRQ�
,łYH�QHYHU�IRUJRWWHQ��+RZ�FDQ�D�\RXQJ�SHUVRQ�VWD\�RQ�WKH�SDWK�
of purity?  By living according to your word. One way a young 
believer can continue to battle the temptation of the evil one is 
WR�PHPRUL]H�6FULSWXUH��WR�KLGH�*RGłV�ZRUG�LQ�WKHLU�KHDUW�

:H�GRQłW�MXVW�QHHG�HQFRXUDJHPHQW��ZH�QHHG�ZDUQLQJ��:H�GRQłW�
just need a pat on the back telling us everything is going to be ok; 
WKHUH�DUH�WLPHV�ZH�DOVR�QHHG�D�NLFN�LQ�WKH�SDQWV�b-RKQ�JRHV�RQ�
and warns the believers about the emptiness of loving the world.

'R�QRW�ORYH�WKH�ZRUOG�RU�DQ\WKLQJ�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��,I�
DQ\RQH�ORYHV�WKH�ZRUOG��ORYH�IRU�WKH�)DWKHU�LV�QRW�LQ�
WKHP��)RU�HYHU\WKLQJ�LQ�WKH�ZRUOGŌWKH�OXVW�RI�WKH�



ĠHVK�� WKH� OXVW�RI� WKH�H\HV��DQG�WKH�SULGH�RI� OLIHŌ
FRPHV�QRW�IURP�WKH�)DWKHU�EXW�IURP�WKH�ZRUOG��7KH�
ZRUOG�DQG�LWV�GHVLUHV�SDVV�DZD\��EXW�ZKRHYHU�GRHV�
WKH�ZLOO�RI�*RG�OLYHV�IRUHYHU��YHUVHV���ŋ����

Warning About Loving the World
:H�VHH�-RKQ�GLVSOD\�WKH�KHDUW�RI�D�SDVWRU�ZLWK�VXFK�HQFRXUDJH-
ment given and in the next line his transition to warning the 
EHOLHYHUV�DERXW�HPSWLQHVV�RI�ORYLQJ�WKH�ZRUOG��7KLV� LVQłW�D�QHZ�
PHVVDJH�IURP�-RKQ��-RKQłV�OHWWHUV�KDYH�EHHQ�GHVFULEHG�DV�EHLQJ�
like a spiral staircase; you see the same things as you ascend but 
you see them from a new angle. The message of not loving the 
world is the same message the Christian community has already 
heard but presented in a new way to appeal to the reader.

<RX�SUREDEO\�QRWLFHG�-RKQ�GRHVQłW�HQFRXUDJH�XV�WR�ŃQRW�ORYH�WKH�
world” but commands believers to not love the world! Of the 
VL[�WLPHV�KH�PHQWLRQV�ŃZRUOGń�WKH\�DOO�UHIHU�WR�WKH�VDPH�WKLQJ��
EXW�OHWłV�ORRN�DW�WKH�PHDQLQJ��-RKQ�XVHV�WKH�*UHHN�ZRUG��țȩıȝȠȢ�
ZKLFK�ZKHQ�WUDQVODWHG�WR�(QJOLVK�PHDQV�ŃZRUOG�ń�,V�-RKQ�UHIHU-
ring to the physical world—the earth—or it could be the world 
meaning the human race?  The fact is� țȩıȝȠȢ has different 
VKDGHV�RI�PHDQLQJ� LQ�6FULSWXUH�DQG� LI�ZH�GRQłW�ğJXUH� WKLV�RXW�
LW�ZH�PLJKW�PLVV� WKH�PHVVDJH��:KHQ�-HVXV�ZDV�VSHDNLQJ�ZLWK�
1LFRGHPXV�+H�VDLG��“For God so loved the world that He gave His 
one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish 
but have eternal life”��-RKQ��������+HUH��LQ�-RKQłV�*RVSHO��ZH�ğQG�
WKH� VDPH�ZRUG�XVHG� IRU� ŃZRUOGń�DV�ZH�ğQG� LQ� WKLV� OHWWHU��%RWK�
times refer to the world not as physical matter but as an orga-
nized system of human activity which is opposed to God and 
alienated from Him. This is exactly why verse 15 is such a direct 
command to not love the world. 

Unfortunately, at times, we all think we can love the world just 
a little bit. We think we are strong enough to not succumb to 
the temptations of the world. We think we are stronger than 
WKH�IRUFHV�RI�HYLO�ZHłUH�HQFRXUDJHG�WR�RYHUFRPH�EXW�WKH�UHDOLW\�LV�
none of us are strong enough.

For eight years I served at a church in Las Vegas, Nevada leading 
a growing high school ministry. Part of my role was to lead 
missions for the church. One day I received a call from our de-
QRPLQDWLRQ�DVNLQJ�PH�LI�,�FRXOG�PHHW�ZLWK�WKH�1DWLRQDO�0LVVLRQV�
'LUHFWRU�� ,�ZDV�D�ELW�DODUPHG�EXW�,�ğJXUHG�KH\�� LWłV�D�IUHH�OXQFK�
VR�ZK\�QRW��$IWHU�OXQFK�,�YROXQWHHUHG�WR�WDNH�'DYLG�WR�WKH�DLU-
SRUW��8QIRUWXQDWHO\�,�PLVVHG�P\�WXUQ�DQG�HQGHG�XS�WDNLQJ�'DYLG�
GRZQ�WKH�ğUVW�EORFN�RI�WKH�/DV�9HJDV�6WULS��,�ZDV�VR�HPEDUUDVVHG�
as I drove this older man down the most sinful road in town. As 
we drove down the strip I pointed out the billboard advertising 
for people who wanted to star in a porno; all you had to do was 
call the number listed. The next billboard featured six topless 
women who would be performing tonight. When I thought 
the embarrassment was almost over there was one more as we 

WXUQHG�RQ�WKH�VWUHHW�OHDGLQJ�WR�WKH�DLUSRUW��,�SRLQWHG�RXW�WR�'DYLG�
the mobile advertising truck with an almost naked lady on the 
VLGH�ERDVWLQJ�ŃKRW�JLUOV�GLUHFW�WR�\RX�ń�

I turned up the air conditioner to cool my embarrassment and 
,�UHDOL]HG�WKLV�ZDV�MXVW�ZKDW�'DYLG�QHHGHG�WR�VHH��KH�QHHGHG�WR�
VHH�/DV�9HJDV�DV�D�PLVVLRQ�ğHOG��$V�ZH�DSSURDFKHG�WKH�DLUSRUW�,�
invited him to pray for our church and pray for Las Vegas. I asked 
him the next time he heard the newly released Christian song, 
God of this City if he would pray for me. For months I received 
��OHWWHU� WH[W� PHVVDJHV� VLPSO\� VD\LQJ� ŃSUD\LQJ�ń� 7KH� /DV� 9HJDV�
6WULS�LV�D�SULPH�H[DPSOH�RI�D�SODFH�VR�ğOOHG�ZLWK�WKH�ORYH�RI�WKH�
world that there is no room for the love of God. When we at-
tempt to love the world just a little bit we actively develop real 
estate in our heart where God is unwelcome. Have you ever 
thought about it like that? 

-RKQ�ZDV� NHHQO\� DZDUH�RI� WKH� HIIHFWV� ORYLQJ� WKH�ZRUOG�KDV�RQ�
D�EHOLHYHU��VR�PXFK�VR�LQ�YHUVH����KH�WDNHV�WKH�WLPH�WR�OLVW�RXW�
three major distractions Christ-followers will have to be aware 
RIŌWKH�OXVW�RI�WKH�ĠHVK��WKH�OXVW�RI�WKH�H\HV��DQG�WKH�SULGH�RI�OLIH��
None of these come from a loving God but from a world radically 
RSSRVHG� WR�*RG��'LG� \RX�QRWLFH�KRZ� -RKQ�GRHVQłW� OLVW� VSHFLğF�
things but instead he addresses our personal attitude toward the 
WKLQJV�RI�WKH�ZRUOG���7KH�OLVW�LVQłW�D�QHZ�OLVW��LWłV�VRPHWKLQJ�ZHłYH�
seen for thousands of years. The list can actually be seen as a 
summary of what happened with Adam and Eve in the garden 
ZKHQ�WKH\�ğUVW�VLQQHG�LQ�*HQHVLV����6DGO\�$GDP�DQG�(YH�OLVWHQHG�
to the lies of the evil one and broke their perfect relationship 
with God. 

This same list of temptations was presented to Christ in the wil-
derness but thankfully this time Christ rose as the victor over the 
HYLO�RQH��/HWłV� ORRN�DW�KRZ�WKHVH�VWUXJJOHV�DUH� OLYHG�RXW� LQ�RXU�
OLYHV�VWDUWLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�OXVW�RI�WKH�ĠHVKŌWKH�WKLQJV�WKDW�LQGXOJH�
RXU�DSSHWLWHV��/HWłV�VWDUW�ZLWK�D�VLPSOH�H[DPSOH�ZH�FDQ�DOO�UHODWH�
WRŌHDWLQJ� D�PHDO��2I� FRXUVH� HDWLQJ� D�PHDO� LVQłW� D� VLQ� EXW�ZH�
can probably think of a time when the food tasted so good we 
ate to a point where we lost control and it turned to gluttony. It 
GRHVQłW�VWRS�ZLWK�D�PHDO��)RU�PDQ\�RI�XV�LWłV�QRW�HQRXJK�WR�MXVW�
have one drink; we need to have four. We could take it one step 
further. Think about the drug addict who started with just trying 
pot. The problem here is our fallen, sinful desires often demand 
D�OHYHO�RI�VDWLVIDFWLRQ�ZKLFK�OHDG�WR�EUHDNLQJ�*RGłV�FRPPDQGV�

6HFRQGO\� -RKQ�PHQWLRQV� WKH� OXVW�RI� WKH�H\HV��2XU�H\HV�DUH� WKH�
FRQQHFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�RXU�ĠHVK�DQG�WKH�RXWVLGH�ZRUOG��7KLV�LV�RQH�
we can easily identify with the increased availability of pornog-
raphy. Clearly in our consumer society this is no way for a person 
to live, constantly longing to view more porn. The lust of the 
eyes is seen in more than just a sexual way. This is also the realm 
ZKHUH�DGYHUWLVHPHQW�KDV� WKH�QLFKH�� LWłV� WKHLU� MRE� WR�JHW�\RX�WR�
ZDQW�ZKDW�\RX�VHH��-XVW�ODVW�\HDU�6DPVXQJ�VSHQW�RYHU����ELOOLRQ�



7KLV�PHVVDJH�IURP�6FULSWXUH�ZDV�SUHDFKHG�RQ�6XQGD\��2FWREHU����������DW�&HQWUDO�3HQLQVXOD�&KXUFK
�����6KHOO�%RXOHYDUG�_�)RVWHU�&LW\�&$�������_��������������_�ZZZ�FSFZHE�RUJ��$GGLWLRQDO�FRSLHV�DYDLODEOH�RQ�UHTXHVW�
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GROODUV�RQ�DGYHUWLVLQJ��0DUNHWHUV�NQRZ�WKH�PLQGVHW�RI�FRYHWLQJ��
Ń,� VHH� LW�� ,�ZDQW� LW�� ,łP�JRLQJ� WR�GR�DQ\WKLQJ� ,�KDYH� WR� VR� ,� FDQ�
KDYH�LW�ń�-RKQ�H[SHULHQFHG�WKHVH�VDPH�VWUXJJOHV�DQG�NQHZ�KRZ�
important it was to warn believers about this mindset. Someone 
RQFH�VDLG��Ń6LQ�ZLOO�WDNH�\RX�IDUWKHU�WKDQ�\RX�ZDQW�WR�JR��NHHS�
you longer than you want to stay, and cost you more than you 
ZDQW�WR�SD\��Ń

)LQDOO\�-RKQ�VSHDNV�RI�WKH�SULGH�RI�OLIHŌWKH�ERDVWLQJ�RI�PDQNLQG��
7KH�SULGH�RI�OLIH�FDQ�EH�WKH�PRVW�GLIğFXOW�WR�EULQJ�H[DPSOHV�WR�
because they are multi-layered. All of these examples deal with 
KHDUW�LVVXHV�EXW�WKLV�RQH�FDQ�EH�HDV\�WR�PDVN�ZLWK�OLQHV�OLNH��Ń,łP�
MXVW�WU\LQJ�WR�SURYLGH�IRU�P\�IDPLO\ń�RU�Ń,�QHHG�WR�ZRUN�KDUGHU�VR�
I can get this position at the company.” Other ways we see this 
expressed is from that person who always one-ups the stories of 
WKHLU�IULHQGV��7KH�FRQYHUVDWLRQV�ORRNV�VRPHWKLQJ�OLNH�WKLV��Ń<RX�
JRW�D�QHZ�+RQGD"�*UHDW��,�JRW�D�QHZ�/H[XV�ń�RU�Ń<RXłUH�WKH�93�DW�
\RXU�FRPSDQ\"� ,łP�WKH�SUHVLGHQW�DW�PLQH�ń�:H�FRXOG�SUHDFK�D�
whole sermon on each of these topics! 

7KH�FXOPLQDWLRQ�RI�-RKQłV�H[KRUWDWLRQ�FRPHV�LQ�YHUVH����ZKHUH�
ZH�ğQG�D�VLPSOH�\HW�SURIRXQG�VWDWHPHQW��“The desires of this life 
will pass away but the person who does the will of God will live 
forever.”  /HW�PH�VD\�WKLV�EOXQWO\��/RYH�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�GLVSODFHV�ORYH�
IRU�*RG��/HW�PH�VD\� WKLV� LQ�D�GLIIHUHQW�ZD\�EHFDXVH� ,� WKLQN� LWłV�
LPSRUWDQW��.QRZLQJ�WKH�ZRUOG�DQG�LWV�GHVLUHV�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�SDVV�
away ultimately exposes the hopelessness of living for worldly 
GHVLUHV� DQG�H[HPSOLğHV� WKH�EOHVVLQJ�RI�KDYLQJ�D�SHUVRQDO� UHOD-
WLRQVKLS�ZLWK�&KULVW��-RKQ�DFWXDOO\�VKDUHV�ZLWK�XV�D�ODZ�RI�SK\VLFV�
that applies to our soul. No two objects can occupy the same 

space at the same time; one thing must displace the other. Ian 
0RUJDQ�&URQ�ZURWH��Ń,I�\RXU�KHDUWłV�FUDPPHG�WLJKW�ZLWK�PDWH-
ULDO�WKLQJV�DQG�D�WKLUVW�IRU�ZHDOWK�WKHUHłV�QR�VSDFH�OHIW�IRU�*RG�ń�

,I�ZHłUH�JRLQJ�WR�NHHS�ZDONLQJ�LQ�WKH�OLJKW��ZH�QHHG�WR�NQRZ�ZKR�
ZH�EHORQJ�WR�DQG�ZH�QHHG�WR�NQRZ�ZKDW�ZHłUH�XS�DJDLQVW��:KDW�
GR�\RX�QHHG�PRUH�RI�WRGD\"�0D\EH�\RX�QHHG�DVVXUDQFH�LQ�\RXU�
walk with Christ. What you are doing is important. The prayers 
you pray are heard and God will answer them in His time. Stop 
VWUHVVLQJ�� \RXU� VLQV� DUH� IRUJLYHQ�� 7KH� WLPH� \RXłUH� VSHQGLQJ�
studying Scripture is changing your heart; just relax and notice 
LW��<RX�PDGH�WKH�ULJKW�FKRLFH�E\�IROORZLQJ�&KULVW��GRQłW�TXHVWLRQ�
WKDW�� ,� NQRZ� LWłV� QRW� HDV\� WR� IROORZ�&KULVW� EXW� \RX� NQRZ�GHHS�
LQ� \RXU� KHDUW� LWłV�ZRUWK� LW�� 6WD\� VWURQJ�� OHDYH� HQFRXUDJHG� WKLV�
morning at your choice to follow the Lord.

0D\EH�\RX�QHHG�ZDUQLQJ�LQ�\RXU�OLIH�WKLV�PRUQLQJ��<RX�QHHG�WR�
VWRS�ORRNLQJ�DW�WKH�WKLQJV�\RXłYH�EHHQ�ORRNLQJ�DW�ZKHQ�\RX�WKLQN�
QR�RQH�LV�ZDWFKLQJ��<RX�QHHG�WR�VWRS�RYHULQGXOJLQJ��LWłV�KXUWLQJ�
\RX��'HHS� LQ�\RXU�KHDUW�\RX�NQRZ�\RXłYH�EHFRPH�FRPSODFHQW�
in your walk with Christ; your love for God has grown cold and 
SDVVLRQOHVV�� <RX�QHHG� WR� VWRS� WU\LQJ� WR� ğQG� VDWLVIDFWLRQ� LQ� WKH�
WKLQJV�RI� WKLV�ZRUOG�� LWłV�QHYHU�JRLQJ� WR�PHDVXUH�XS� WR� WKH� MR\�
of following Christ. You need to stop coveting the things of this 
world and spend more energy cultivating your relationship with 
the Lord.

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


