
This morning we’re continuing our study of the letters of John. 
/DVW� ZHHN� ZH� EHJDQ� E\� ORRNLQJ� DW� WKH� ğUVW� IRXU� YHUVHV� RI� ��
John and tried to understand some of the background behind 
WKHVH�OHWWHUV��<RXłOO�UHFDOO�WKDW���������-RKQ�ZHUH�ZULWWHQ�E\�WKH�
Apostle John. He also wrote the Gospel of John and the book 
RI� 5HYHODWLRQ�� ,Q� KLV� JRVSHO�� -RKQ� QHYHU� LGHQWLğHG� KLPVHOI� E\�
QDPH�EXW�FDOOHG�KLPVHOI��ŃWKH�GLVFLSOH�ZKRP�-HVXV�ORYHG�ń�,VQłW�
WKDW�JUHDW"�:H�VKRXOG�DOO� WKLQN�RI�RXUVHOYHV� WKDW�ZD\��+H�ZDV�
DOVR�WKH�ODVW�VXUYLYLQJ�DSRVWOH��OLYLQJ�ZHOO�LQWR�KLV���łV��+H�VSHQW�
PRVW�RI�KLV�ğQDO�\HDUV�LQ�WKH�FLW\�RI�(SKHVXV��SURYLGLQJ�OHDGHUVKLS�
for many of the congregations in the surrounding area of Asia 
0LQRU��<RX�FDQ�MXVW�LPDJLQH�WKH�NLQG�RI�UHYHUHQFH�WKHUH�ZDV�IRU�
-RKQ�DV�WKH�ODVW�RQH�DOLYH�ZKR�KDG�EHHQ�SDUW�RI�WKH�WZHOYH�

There’s a story told by one of the early Church Fathers that at the 
end of his life John became so weak he could no longer preach. 
He had to be carried into the church and when they did that he’d 
DOZD\V�VD\�WKH�VDPH�WKLQJ��Ń/LWWOH�FKLOGUHQ�ń�KHłG�VD\��ŃORYH�RQH�
DQRWKHU�ń�:KHQ� VRPHRQH� DVNHG� KLP� ZK\� KH� NHSW� VD\LQJ� WKH�
VDPH� WKLQJ�� KH� UHVSRQGHG�� Ń%HFDXVH� LWłV� WKH� /RUGłV� FRPPDQG��
DQG�LI�WKLV�LV�DOO�\RX�GR��LWłV�HQRXJK�ń

,�WKLQN�WKDWłV�ZKDW�WURXEOHG�-RKQ�DV�KH�ZURWH�WKHVH�OHWWHUV��<RX�
VHH��DV�\RX�UHDG�WKHVH�OHWWHUV�LWłV�TXLWH�HYLGHQW�QRW�HYHU\RQH�ZDV�
getting along. There was a particular group in these churches 
who were causing unrest and splintering off into their own 
VHFW�� 7KH\� VDZ� WKHPVHOYHV� DV� HVSHFLDOO\� HQOLJKWHQHG� DQG�ZHUH�
WHDFKLQJ�WKLQJV�WKDW�FDXVHG�WKH�PDQ\�LQ�-RKQłV�FKXUFKHV�WR�TXHV-
WLRQ�WKHLU�RZQ�DXWKHQWLFLW\�DV�EHOLHYHUV��-RKQ�ZURWH�WKHVH�OHWWHUV�
to help them deal with this problem and ultimately to assure and 
stabilize them in their faith.

Much of the confusion was around the whole idea of sin. What 
SDUW�GRHV�VLQ�SOD\�LQ�WKH�OLIH�RI�D�IROORZHU�RI�-HVXV"�,V�LW�QR�ORQJHU�
an issue? Does something happen to us that causes sin to not 
HYHQ�EH�D�SUREOHP"�'RHV�LW�HYHQ�PDWWHU"�1RZ�WKDW�,łP�IRUJLYHQ�
DQG�-HVXV�OLYHV�LQ�P\�KHDUW�DQG�,łP�D�QHZ�FUHDWLRQ��GRHV�LW�HYHQ�
PDWWHU�LI�,�VLQ"�$QG�FRXOG�LW�HYHQ�EH�WKDW�VRPH�RI�WKH�WKLQJV�ZH�
call sin aren’t sin at all?

7KHVH�TXHVWLRQV�DUH�UHOHYDQW�IRU�XV�WRGD\��,�UHFHQWO\�UHDG�D�SUD\HU�
WKDWłV�D�VDWLUH�RQ�RXU�VKDOORZ�YLHZ�RI�VLQ��,WłV�D�PRGHUQ�RYHUKDXO�
RI�D�WUDGLWLRQDO�SUD\HU�RI�FRQIHVVLRQ�IURP�WKH�%RRN�RI�&RPPRQ�
3UD\HU�� 7KH� RULJLQDO� SUD\HU� JRHV� OLNH� WKLV�� Ń0RVW�PHUFLIXO�*RG��
ZH� FRQIHVV� WKDW� ZHłYH� VLQQHG� DJDLQVW� \RX� LQ� WKRXJKW�� ZRUG��
DQG�GHHG��E\�ZKDW�ZHłYH�GRQH��DQG�E\�ZKDW�ZHłYH�OHIW�XQGRQH��

:HłYH�QRW�ORYHG�\RX�ZLWK�RXU�ZKROH�KHDUW��ZHłYH�QRW�ORYHG�RXU�
QHLJKERUV�DV�RXUVHOYHV��:HłUH�WUXO\�VRUU\�DQG�ZH�KXPEO\�UHSHQW��
IRU�WKH�VDNH�RI�\RXU�6RQ�-HVXV�&KULVW��KDYH�PHUF\�RQ�XV�DQG�IRU-
JLYH�XV��WKDW�ZH�PD\�GHOLJKW�LQ�\RXU�ZLOO��DQG�ZDON�LQ�\RXU�ZD\V��
WR�WKH�JORU\�RI�\RXU�1DPH��$PHQ�ń�

7KDWłV�D�JUHDW�SUD\HU��EXW�KHUHłV�WKH�PRGHUQ�RYHUKDXO��Ń%HQHYROHQW�
DQG�HDV\�JRLQJ�3DUHQW��:HłYH�RFFDVLRQDOO\�KDG�VRPH�PLQRU�HU-
URUV�RI�MXGJPHQW��EXW�WKH\łUH�QRW�UHDOO\�RXU�IDXOW��'XH�WR�IRUFHV�
EH\RQG�RXU�FRQWURO��ZHłYH�VRPHWLPHV�IDLOHG�WR�DFW�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�
RXU� RZQ� EHVW� LQWHUHVWV�� 8QGHU� WKH� FLUFXPVWDQFHV�� ZH� GLG� WKH�
EHVW�ZH�FRXOG��:HłUH�JODG�WR�VD\�ZHłUH�GRLQJ�RND\��SHUKDSV�HYHQ�
VOLJKWO\�DERYH�DYHUDJH��%H�\RXU�RZQ�VZHHW�6HOI�ZLWK�WKRVH�ZKR�
NQRZ�WKH\łUH�QRW�SHUIHFW��*UDQW�XV�WR�FRQWLQXH�WR�OLYH�D�KDUPOHVV�
and happy life and keep our self-respect. We ask all these things 
DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�XQOLPLWHG�WROHUDQFHV�ZKLFK�ZH�KDYH�D�ULJKW�WR�
H[SHFW�IURP�\RX��$PHQ�ń�

7KDWłV�PD\� MXVW�D�ELW�H[WUHPH��EXW�\RX�JHW� WKH� LGHD��7KLV� LV� WKH�
NLQG� RI� WKLQJ� -RKQ� LV� DGGUHVVLQJ�� 6R� LQ� ���ŋ����� -RKQ� FRUUHFWV�
some of the false assumptions about sin being propagated by 
WKHVH�IDOVH�WHDFKHUV�ZH�FDOO�*QRVWLFV��,Q�GRLQJ�VR��KH�JLYHV�XV�D�
FOHDU�SLFWXUH�RI�ZKDW�DXWKHQWLF�&KULVWLDQLW\�ORRNV�OLNH��HVSHFLDOO\�
in regard to sin.

$IğUPDWLRQ�$ERXW�WKH�&KDUDFWHU�RI�*RG
-RKQ� VWDUWV� RXW� DQG� VD\V� WKH� PHVVDJH� ,łP� JLYLQJ� WR� \RX� KHUH�
comes straight from Jesus. “This is the message we have heard 
from him and declare to you.”�1RWKLQJ�PRUH��QRWKLQJ�OHVV��,łP�
QRW�PDNLQJ� WKLV� XS�� ,łP� QRW� HYHQ� H[WUDSRODWLQJ� RQ� VRPHWKLQJ�
-HVXV�KLQWHG�DW��7KLV�PHVVDJH�FDPH�VWUDLJKW�IURP�KLP��ZH�KHDUG�
it with our own ears. 

$W�WKLV�SRLQW� ,łG�H[SHFW�-RKQ�WR�VD\�VRPHWKLQJ�DERXW�WKH�SURE-
OHPV� DQG� LVVXHV� WKH\� ZHUH� IDFLQJ� LQ� WKHLU� FKXUFKHV�� EXW� KH�
GRHVQłW�GR�WKDW��,QVWHDG��KH�VWDUWV�ZLWK�*RG��+H�VWDUWV�ZLWK�WKH-
ology. Here’s the message: “God is light and in him there is no 
darkness at all.” The most important thing about you is how you 
WKLQN�DERXW�*RG��0RVW�RI�RXU�SUREOHPV�DQG�LVVXHV��HYHQ�ZKHQ�LW�
FRPHV�GRZQ�WR�WKH�QLWW\�JULWW\�GHWDLOV�RI�RXU�OLYHV�OLNH�WKH�FKRLFHV�
ZH�PDNH�HYHU\�GD\��FRPH�GRZQ�WR�RXU�YLHZ�RI�*RG�

:KDW�GRHV� -RKQ�PHDQ�ZKHQ�KH�VD\V�*RG� LV� OLJKW"�5HPHPEHU��
*RG�FUHDWHG�OLJKW��*RG�VDLG�RQ�WKH�ğUVW�GD\�RI�FUHDWLRQ��“Let there 
be light.” With that he separated light from darkness. From that 
WLPH�RQ�� OLJKW�DQG�GDUNQHVV�KDYH�KDG�V\PEROLF�PHDQLQJ��/LJKW�
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V\PEROL]HV� WZR� WKLQJV� DERXW�*RG�� )LUVW�� OLJKW� LOOXPLQDWHV� VR� LW�
symbolizes truth while darkness symbolizes error and ignorance. 
*RG�LV�WKH�2QH�ZKR�UHYHDOV�WUXWK�WR�XV�WKURXJK�KLV�ZRUG��VR�WKH�
SVDOPLVW� FDQ� VD\��“Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on 
my path” �3V������������6HFRQG��OLJKW�V\PEROL]HV�KROLQHVV��ULJK-
WHRXVQHVV��SXULW\�DQG�JRRGQHVV�ZKLOH�GDUNQHVV� V\PEROL]HV� VLQ��
FRUUXSWLRQ� DQG� UHEHOOLRQ�� 6R� LQ� (SKHVLDQV� 3DXO� FRXOG� VD\�� “For 
you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as 
children of light (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, 
ULJKWHRXVQHVV� DQG� WUXWK��DQG�ğQG� RXW�ZKDW�SOHDVHV� WKH� /RUGń�
�(SK�����������

-RKQ�VD\V�WKDWłV� WKH�ğUVW� WKLQJ�\RX�QHHG�WR�NQRZ��*RG� LV� OLJKW��
+HłV�KRO\��ULJKWHRXV�DQG�JRRG��7KHUHłV�QR�GDUNQHVV�DW�DOO�LQ�KLP��
<RX�VHH�HYLO�LQ�WKLV�ZRUOG��<RX�VHH�GDUNQHVV�DQG�LJQRUDQFH��1RQH�
RI�WKRVH�WKLQJV�FRPH�IURP�*RG��7KHUHłV�QR�GDUNQHVV�LQ�KLP��<RX�
VHH�WKHVH�WKLQJV�LQ�\RXU�RZQ�OLIH"�,WłV�QRW�IURP�*RG��

7KDWłV� WKH� IXQGDPHQWDO� DIğUPDWLRQ� RI� WKLV� HQWLUH� OHWWHU��
(YHU\WKLQJ�HOVH�-RKQ�VD\V�ĠRZV�IURP�WKLV��*HW�WKLV�ZURQJ�DQG�WKH�
ZKROH�VXSHUVWUXFWXUH�FUXPEOHV��,WłV�IURP�WKLV�DIğUPDWLRQ�DERXW�
God that John goes on and deals with the false teaching in his 
churches. There were three claims the Gnostics were making and 
John exposes those and brings God’s light to bear on them so 
WKDW�WKH�WUXH�EHOLHYHUV�ZLOO�VWDQG�VWURQJ��

&ODLP�����:H�&DQ�+DYH�)HOORZVKLS�ZLWK�*RG�DQG�
:DON�LQ�WKH�'DUNQHVV
7KH�ğUVW�FODLP�LV�IRXQG�LQ�YHUVH����“If we claim to have fellowship 
with him and yet walk in the darkness we lie and do not live out 
the truth.” 7KHUH�D�FRXSOH�RI�ZRUGV�KHUH�WKDW�DUH�VLJQLğFDQW��+H�
WDONV�DERXW�IHOORZVKLS�ZLWK�*RG��:H�KHDU�WKDW�ZRUG�ŃIHOORZVKLSń�
and we immediately think of a potluck dinner with green jello 
DQG� FDVXDO� FRQYHUVDWLRQ� DERXW� \HVWHUGD\łV� IRRWEDOO� JDPH�� %XW�
IHOORZVKLS�PHDQW�PXFK�PRUH�WKDQ�WKDW�� ,W�ZDV�D�ZRUG�XVHG�WR�
describe close partnerships where you had a common purpose 
DQG�JRDO�� ,WłV� OLNH�EHLQJ�RQ�WKH�VDPH�WHDP��-RKQ�VD\V�\RX�FDQłW�
FODLP� WR�KDYH� WKDW�NLQG�RI�SDUWQHUVKLS�ZLWK�*RG�DQG�\HW�ZDON�
LQ�GDUNQHVV��7KDW�ZRUG�ŃZDONń�LV�DOVR�LPSRUWDQW��,W�SRLQWV�WR�RXU�
HWKLFDO�EHKDYLRU��KRZ�ZH�OLYH�RXU�OLYHV��WKH�FKRLFHV�ZH�PDNH��WKH�
attitudes we nurture. 

3XW�WKLV�DOO�WRJHWKHU�DQG�-RKQ�LV�VD\LQJ��Ń/LVWHQ��\RX�FDQłW�FODLP�
WR�EHORQJ� WR�*RG�DQG�ZDON� LQ�KDELWXDO� VLQ�ń�+RZ�GR�ZH� UHDOO\�
NQRZ�VRPHRQH�EHORQJV�WR�*RG"�<RXU�EHOLHIV�FKDQJH��EXW�VRPH-
WKLQJ�HOVH�FKDQJHV�DV�ZHOO��KRZ�\RX�EHKDYH��<RX�FDQłW�VHSDUDWH�
WKRVH�WZR�WKLQJV��:KHQ�\RX�FRPH�WR�NQRZ�*RG��WKLQJV�FKDQJH��
<RX� FKDQJH�� ,W� GRHVQłW�KDSSHQ�RYHUQLJKW�� <RX�GRQłW� FKDQJH�DOO�
DW�RQFH��,WłV�D�ŃZDONń�DQG�WKDW�ZRUG�LPSOLHV�SURJUHVV��%XW�ZKHQ�
you place your faith in Jesus Christ and you begin a relationship 
ZLWK�WKH�*RG�RI� WKH�XQLYHUVH�\RX�JHW�D�QHZ�KHDUW��/HW�PH�DVN�
\RXŌVLQFH�\RX�PHW�-HVXV��KRZ�KDYH�\RX�FKDQJHG"�

$V�PRVW�RI�\RX�NQRZ��,�PHW�&KULVW�LQ������ZKHQ�,�ZDV�����,�ZDV�
D�W\SLFDO�DGROHVFHQW�\RXQJ�PDQ�RI�WKDW�GD\��,�VPRNHG�SRW��,�ZDV�
LQYROYHG�LQ�VH[XDO�LPPRUDOLW\��,�ZDV�VHOI�FRQVXPHG��)RU����\HDUV�
,�QHYHU�KDG�D�VHFRQG�WKRXJKW�DERXW�DQ\�RI� WKRVH�WKLQJV�� ,�ZDV�
JXLOW�IUHH��%XW�ZKHQ�&KULVW�HQWHUHG�P\�OLIH��,�NQHZ�WKRVH�WKLQJV�
had to change. The light of God’s truth and holiness was now 
VKLQLQJ�RQ�PH��H[SRVLQJ�P\�VLQ��,�NQHZ�LPPHGLDWHO\�,�ZDV�EHLQJ�
FKDQJHG��,WłV�QRW�WKDW�,�QHYHU�VLQQHG�DJDLQ��EXW�,�EHJDQ�D�SURFHVV�
of shedding those things from my life.

6RPH� RI� \RX� KHUH� UHDOO\� GRQłW� NQRZ� ZKDW� ,łP� WDONLQJ� DERXW��
<RX�VD\�\RX�NQRZ�*RG�EXW�\RXłUH�OLYLQJ�LQ�KDELWXDO�VLQ�DQG�\RX�
GRQłW�HYHQ�FDUH��-RKQ�VD\V�WKDWłV�D�OLH��%\�WKH�ZD\��WKDWłV�ZKDW�WKH�
*QRVWLFV�ZHUH�VD\LQJ��7KH\�EHOLHYHG�WKH�ERG\�ZDV�MXVW�DQ�HQYH-
ORSH�IRU�WKH�VSLULW��7KH�ERG\�GRHVQłW�PDWWHU��RQO\�WKH�VSLULW�PDW-
WHUV��:KDW�\RX�GR�ZLWK�\RXU�ERG\�LV�PHDQLQJOHVV��<RX�FDQ�OLYH�D�
totally immoral life—and many of them did—and still claim to 
know God in your spirit.

%XW�-RKQ�GRHVQłW�VWRS�WKHUH��+H�JRHV�RQ�DQG�KH�JLYHV�WKH�SRVLWLYH�
FRUROODU\�WR�WKDW��+H�VD\V��“But if we walk in the light as he is 
in the light...” We can walk in the light. When we do that two 
WKLQJV�KDSSHQ��)LUVW��“we have fellowship with one another.”�,VQłW�
it interesting that sin pushes us apart? The Gnostics who claimed 
to be in fellowship with God were breaking fellowship. When we 
ZDON�LQ�WKH�OLJKW�ZHłOO�GHDO�ZLWK�WKLQJV�LQ�RXU�OLYHV�WKDW�SXVK�XV�
DSDUW��OLNH�VHOğVKQHVV��JRVVLS��UHVHQWPHQW�DQG�MHDORXV\��

The second thing that will happen when we walk in the light is 
ŃWKH�EORRG�RI�-HVXV�SXULğHV�XV�IURP�DOO�VLQ�ń The blood of Jesus 
points to the death of Jesus on the cross. We’ll talk about that 
PRUH�ODWHU��%XW�ZH�PLJKW�DVN��Ń,I�,łP�ZDONLQJ�LQ�WKH�OLJKW��ZKDW�
VLQ�GR�,�QHHG�WR�EH�SXULğHG�IURP"ń�,�EHOLHYH�KHUH�-RKQ�LV�WDONLQJ�
QRW�DERXW�VSHFLğF�DFWV�RI�VLQ��KHłOO�JHW�WR�WKDW�ODWHU��EXW�VLQ�FRO-
OHFWLYHO\��)RU�H[DPSOH��DV�IDU�DV�,�NQRZ�,łP�QRW�VLQQLQJ�ULJKW�QRZ��
EXW�*RG�VHHV�ZKDW�,�FDQłW�VHH�DQG�,łP�VXUH�LI�KH�ZHUH�WR�VFUXWLQL]H�
HYHU\�QRRN�DQG�FUDQQ\�RI�P\�EHLQJ��KHłG�ğQG�SOHQW\�RI�VLQ��,WłV�
LQ�WKDW�VHQVH�KH�VD\V�KHUH�KLV�EORRG�SXULğHV�XV�IURP�DOO�VLQ��,WłV�
LQWHUHVWLQJ�WKDW�KH�XVHV�D�YHUE�WHQVH�WKDW�LQGLFDWHV�WKLV�DFW�RI�SX-
ULI\LQJ�LV�RQJRLQJ�DQG�FRQWLQXRXV�� ,WłV� OLNH�D�FRQVWDQW�FRYHULQJ��
-RKQ�VD\V��LI�ZH�ZDON�LQ�WKH�OLJKW��WKDWłV�ZKDW�KH�GRHV���

&ODLP�����:H�DUH�:LWKRXW�6LQ
7KLV�EULQJV�XV�QDWXUDOO\�WR�WKH�VHFRQG�IDOVH�FODLP�LQ�YHUVH��� “If 
we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is 
not in us.”�1RWLFH�KH�VD\V�ŃVLQń�UDWKHU�WKDQ�ŃVLQV�ń�6LQ�LV�LQ�WKH�VLQ-
gular and the claim here is that they’re basically incapable of sin 
because there’s no sin inherent in their nature. These Gnostics 
EHOLHYHG� WKH\� ZHUH� VR� HQOLJKWHQHG� WKDW� WKH� VLQIXO� QDWXUH� ZDV�
eradicated.

0D\EH�LWłV�KDUG�IRU�XV�WR�LPDJLQH�VRPHRQH�FODLPLQJ�WKLV�WRGD\��
EXW� LI� \RX� UHDOO\� WKLQN�DERXW� LW�� LWłV�QRW� VR� IDU� IHWFKHG��:H� OLYH�
in a society where some psychologists and sociologists explain 



VLQ�DZD\��Ń:HOO�� LWłV�QRW�UHDOO\�VLQ�� LWłV�D�JHQHWLF� LVVXH�RU� LWłV�WKH�
HQYLURQPHQW�LQ�ZKLFK�KH�ZDV�UDLVHG�ń�,�KHDU�SHRSOH�UDWLRQDOL]LQJ�
VLQ�DZD\�DOO�WKH�WLPH��7KHUHłV�HYHQ�D�EUDQG�RI�&KULVWLDQLW\�WRGD\�
ZKHUH�WKH�LGHD�LV�LI�\RX�KDYH�VRPH�NLQG�RI�VSLULWXDO�H[SHULHQFH�
like full surrender or a second blessing you can reach a place 
ZKHUH�\RXłUH�QR� ORQJHU�FDSDEOH�RI�VLQ��7KLV� LV�FDOOHG�Ń&KULVWLDQ�
3HUIHFWLRQLVP�ń

,� ORYH�ZKDW�5�&��6SURXO�VD\V�DERXW�WKLV��Ń,QHYLWDEO\�WKH�HUURU�RI�
SHUIHFWLRQLVP�EUHHGV�RQH��RU�XVXDOO\� WZR��GHDGO\�GHOXVLRQV��7R�
FRQYLQFH� RXUVHOYHV� WKDW� ZHłYH� DFKLHYHG� VLQOHVVQHVV�� ZH� PXVW�
HLWKHU�VXIIHU�IURP�D�UDGLFDO�RYHUHVWLPDWLRQ�RI�RXU�PRUDO�SHUIRU-
PDQFH�RU�ZH�PXVW�VHULRXVO\�XQGHUHVWLPDWH�WKH�UHTXLUHPHQWV�RI�
*RGłV� ODZ�ń�-RKQ�VD\V�LW�D� OLWWOH�GLIIHUHQWO\��+H�VD\V�LI�\RX�FODLP�
WKDW�\RXłUH�MXVW�GHFHLYLQJ�\RXUVHOI��:LWK�WKH�ğUVW�IDOVH�FODLP�KH�
VDLG�\RX�OLH�WR�RWKHUV��EXW�KHUH�KH�VD\V�\RX�OLH�WR�\RXUVHOI�DQG�WKH�
truth isn’t in you.

$JDLQ��-RKQ�GRHVQłW�VWRS�WKHUH�EXW�RIIHUV�WKH�SRVLWLYH�FRUROODU\��
+H� VD\V��“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to for-
give us our sins and purify is from all unrighteousness.” The 
DXWKHQWLF�&KULVWLDQ�OLIH�LVQłW�D�OLIH�ZKHUH�\RX�QHYHU�VLQ��UDWKHU�LWłV�
a life where when you do sin you don’t hide it or deny it but you 
FRQIHVV�LW��$V�\RX�ZDON�LQ�WKH�OLJKW��RQH�RI�WKH�WKLQJV�WKDW�OLJKW�
GRHV�LV�LW�UHYHDOV�PRUH�RI�\RXU�VLQ�RQ�D�GHHSHU�DQG�GHHSHU�OHYHO��
$QG�VR��FRQIHVVLRQ�LV�DQ�RQJRLQJ�GLVFLSOLQH�RI�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�OLIH��
%HIRUH�,�ZDV�D�&KULVWLDQ�,łG�JR�WR�FRQIHVVLRQ�DERXW�RQFH�HYHU\�VL[�
PRQWKV��:KDW�,�UHFDOO�DERXW�WKDW�LV�QRW�EHLQJ�DEOH�WR�UHPHPEHU�
DQ\�VLQV�WR�FRQIHVV��1R�NLGGLQJ��,�ZDOORZHG�LQ�VLQ��EXW�,�ZDV�EOLQG�
WR� LW�� ,�ZDV� LQ�GDUNQHVV�� ,W�ZDV�RQO\�ZKHQ�*RGłV� OLJKW�EHJDQ� WR�
VKLQH�RQ�PH�WKDW�,�VDZ�DQG�FRQIHVVHG�P\�VLQ��

1RWLFH�VHYHUDO�WKLQJV�DERXW�WKLV��1RWLFH�WKH�ZRUG�ŃFRQIHVV�ń�7KDW�
means to say the same thing or to agree with. When you con-
IHVV�\RXU�VLQV�\RXłUH�DJUHHLQJ�ZLWK�*RG�DERXW�ZKDW�\RXłYH�GRQH��
<RXłUH�QRW�UDWLRQDOL]LQJ�LW��H[FXVLQJ�LW�RU�GHQ\LQJ�LW��\RXłUH�VD\LQJ�
WKH�VDPH�WKLQJ�*RG�VD\V�DERXW�LW��7KDWłV�FRQIHVVLRQ��,W�ZDVQłW�D�
ĠLQJ��LW�ZDV�DGXOWHU\��,W�ZDVQłW�D�ğE��LW�ZDV�D�OLH��,W�ZDVQłW�D�VOLS�
RI�WKH�WRQJXH�� LW�ZDV�JRVVLS�� ,WłV� OLNH�*RG�LV�WKH�XPSLUH�DQG�KH�
gets to call the balls and strikes. Confession is when you stop 
DUJXLQJ�ZLWK� WKH�XPSLUH� DQG� VD\�� Ń<RXłUH� ULJKW�� <RX�PDGH� WKH�
ULJKW�FDOO��7KDW�ZDV�D�VWULNH�DQG�,łP�RXW�ń�$QG�FRQIHVVLRQ�LV�PRUH�
WKDQ�MXVW�DGPLWWLQJ�VLQ��EXW�LPSOLHG�LQ�WKLV�LV�WKH�LGHD�RI�WXUQLQJ�
away from it as well. That’s where the idea of repentance comes 
LQ��%\�WKH�ZD\��\RX�FDQłW�UHSHQW�RI�VRPHRQH�HOVHłV�VLQV��6RPH�RI�
XV�DUH�JRRG�DW�WKDW��Ń/RUG��SOHDVH�IRUJLYH�P\�ZLIH�IRU�ORVLQJ�KHU�
WHPSHU�ń�1R��\RX�FDQ�OHW�\RXU�ZLIH�FRQIHVV�KHU�RZQ�VLQV��\RX�MXVW�
confess your sins.   

1RWLFH�DOVR�ZKR�LW�LV�ZH�FRQIHVV�WR��,W�GRHVQłW�UHDOO\�WHOO�XV�KHUH�EXW�
WKH�FOHDU�LPSOLFDWLRQ�LV�ZH�FRQIHVV�SULPDULO\�WR�WKH�2QH�ZHłYH�RI-
IHQGHG��6LQ�LV�ğUVW�DQ�RIIHQVH�DJDLQVW�*RG��VR�ZH�FRQIHVV�ğUVW�WR�
KLP��%XW�WKHUH�DUH�DOVR�WLPHV�ZKHQ�LWłV�ULJKW�DQG�DSSURSULDWH�WR�

confess our sins to one another. James tells us to confess our sins 
WR�HDFK�RWKHU���������7KHUH�DUH�WLPHV�ZKHQ�,łYH�KXUW�RU�RIIHQGHG�
VRPHRQH�DQG�,�QHHG�WR�JR�WR�WKHP�DQG�VD\��Ń,�VLQQHG�DJDLQVW�\RX��
,�ZDV�ZURQJ�DQG�,łP�VRUU\�ń�

1RWLFH�DOVR�ZKDW�LW�LV�ZH�FRQIHVV��+H�GRHVQłW�VD\�WR�FRQIHVV�\RXU�
ŃVLQń�EXW�\RXU�ŃVLQV�ń�+HłV�WDONLQJ�DERXW�VSHFLğF�VLQV�ZH�FRPPLW�
DV�ZH�JR�WKURXJK�OLIH��7KHVH�FDQ�EH�WKRXJKWV��ZRUGV�RU�DFWLRQV��
'RQłW�FRPH�WR�*RG�DQG�VD\��Ń/RUG��,�FRQIHVV�WKDW�VRPHWLPHV�,łP�
VHOğVK�ń�2U�� Ń*RG�� ,� FRQIHVV� VRPHWLPHV� ,� VD\� WKLQJV� ,� VKRXOGQłW�
VD\�ń�2U��,�KHDU�WKLV�D�ORW��Ń*RG��,�FRQIHVV�,�KDYHQłW�EHHQ�SHUIHFW�
WRGD\�ń�:KHQ�*RG�KHDUV�WKDW�VRUW�RI�WKLQJ��GR�\RX�NQRZ�ZKDW�KH�
VD\V"�+H�VD\V��Ń&RXOG�\RX�SOHDVH�EH�D�ELW�PRUH�VSHFLğF"�'HWDLOV��
SOHDVH�ń�,WłV�QRW�OLNH�KH�GRHVQłW�NQRZ��EXW�\RX�QHHG�WR�VD\�LW�DQG�
your willingness to say it shows a desire to deal with it. So tell 
KLP��Ń*RG��,�FRQIHVV�,�OLHG�WR�0DU\�ZKHQ�,�WROG�KHU�,�KDG�DQRWKHU�
FRPPLWPHQW�ń�Ń*RG��,�FRQIHVV�,�FKRVH�WR�WXUQ�RQ�WKH�FRPSXWHU�
DQG�ZDWFK�SRUQRJUDSK\�ń� Ń*RG�� ,łYH�KDUERUHG�ELWWHUQHVV�DW�P\�
KXVEDQG�EHFDXVH�,�IHHO�XQDSSUHFLDWHG�ń

:KDW�KDSSHQV�ZKHQ�ZH�FRQIHVV"�-RKQ�VD\V��“he is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins...” )RUJLYHQHVV� KHUH� PHDQV� VLQ� QR�
longer comes between us in a relational sense. When we be-
FRPH�D�&KULVWLDQ� WKURXJK� IDLWK� LQ�&KULVW��ZHłUH� MXVWLğHG��ZHłUH�
GHFODUHG�ŃQRW�JXLOW\ń�RI�DOO�VLQ��%XW��DV�ZH�JR�WKURXJK�OLIH��ZH�VLQ�
and that impacts our relationship with God. The only way for 
that relationship to be restored is ongoing confession and for-
JLYHQHVV��%XW� WKHUHłV�PRUH��1RW�RQO\�GRHV�KH� IRUJLYH�XV�EXW�KH�
also ŃSXULğHV�XV�IURP�DOO�XQULJKWHRXVQHVV�ń Do you know that 
IHHOLQJ�RI�EHLQJ�GLUW\"� ,WłV� OLNH�WKH�ğUVW�WKLQJ�\RX�ZDQW�WR�GR� LV�
WDNH�D�VKRZHU��EXW�QR�VKRZHU�FDQ�FOHDQ�\RXU�KHDUW��2QO\�*RG�FDQ�
scrub your heart clean and that’s what he does. And he does it 
EHFDXVH�KHłV�ERWK�IDLWKIXO�DQG�MXVW��+H�SURPLVHG�WR�IRUJLYH�DQG�
he’s faithful to keep his promise. He’s also just. As we’ll see in a 
PRPHQW��KH�GRHVQłW�MXVW�ORRN�WKH�RWKHU�ZD\��+H�GHDOV�ZLWK�RXU�
VLQ�LQ�D�ZD\�WKDW�IXOğOOV�KLV�MXVWLFH��

&ODLP�����:H�+DYH�1RW�6LQQHG
7KH�WKLUG�FODLP�-RKQ�UHIXWHV�LV�YHU\�VLPLODU�WR�WKH�VHFRQG��,Q�YHUVH�
���KH�VD\V��“If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to 
be a liar and his word is not in us.” The only difference here is 
they’re not saying they’re incapable of sin in their nature but they 
no longer sin in practice. Charles Spurgeon was confronted by a 
PDQ�ZKR�PDGH�WKLV�YHU\�FODLP��6SXUJHRQ�LQYLWHG�KLP�WR�GLQQHU��
'XULQJ� WKH�PHDO��KH�SLFNHG�XS�KLV�JODVV�RI�ZDWHU�DQG� WKUHZ� LW�
LQ�WKH�JX\łV�IDFH��8QGHUVWDQGDEO\��WKH�PDQ�ZDV�TXLWH�DQJU\�DQG�
ĠHZ�RII�WKH�KDQGOH��7KHQ�6SXUJHRQ�ORRNHG�DW�KLP�DQG�VDLG��Ń$K��
\RX�VHH��WKH�ROG�PDQ�ZLWKLQ�\RX�LVQłW�GHDG��+HłG�VLPSO\�IDLQWHG�
DQG�FRXOG�EH�UHYLYHG�ZLWK�D�JODVV�RI�ZDWHU�ń

-RKQ�VD\V�LI�ZH�VD\�ZH�KDYHQłW�VLQQHG�ZH�PDNH�*RG�RXW�WR�EH�D�
OLDU��+HłV�FHUWDLQO\�FRYHUHG�DOO�WKH�EDVHV��,Q�WKH�ğUVW�FODLP�ZH�OLH�
WR�RWKHUV��LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�FODLP�ZH�OLH�WR�RXUVHOYHV��DQG�KHUH�ZH�



7KLV�PHVVDJH�IURP�6FULSWXUH�ZDV�SUHDFKHG�RQ�6XQGD\��6HSWHPEHU����������DW�&HQWUDO�3HQLQVXOD�&KXUFK
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make God out to be a liar because God has said in his word that 
ZHłYH�DOO�VLQQHG��

7KDWłV�ZKHUH�-RKQ�WXUQV�QH[W��7KH�SRVLWLYH�FRUROODU\�WR�WKLV�FODLP�
LV�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�ğUVW�WZR�YHUVHV�RI�FKDSWHU����+H�VD\V��“My dear 
children, I am writing this to you so that you will not sin...” 
That’s important because that should be our desire. He didn’t 
VD\�DOO�WKDW�VWXII�DERXW�IRUJLYHQHVV�VR�ZH�FRXOG�MXVW�JR�RXW�DQG�
VLQ��,łYH�KHDUG�WKDW�NLQG�RI�WKLQNLQJ��,łYH�HYHQ�WULHG�WR�XVH�LW��Ń,�FDQ�
JR�RXW�DQG�VLQ�EHFDXVH�,�NQRZ�*RG�ZLOO�EH�WKHUH�WR�IRUJLYH�PH�
ZKHQ�LWłV�DOO�RYHU�ń�-RKQ�VD\V��GRQłW�WKLQN�WKDW�ZD\��,I�\RX�WKLQN�
WKDW�ZD\� VRPHWKLQJ� LV�ZURQJ��(YHU\WKLQJ� ,łP�VD\LQJ�KHUH� LV� WR�
NHHS�\RX� IURP�VLQQLQJ��:KHQ�\RX�JR�RXW�DQG�SOD\�EDVNHWEDOO��
\RX� WU\� WR�PDNH� HYHU\� VKRW�� ULJKW"� <RX�PD\� NQRZ� \RX� ZRQłW�
PDNH�HYHU\�VKRW��EXW�WKDWłV�ZKDW�\RX�WU\�WR�GR��,WłV�WKH�VDPH�ZD\�
LQ�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�OLIH��<RX�GRQłW�VHW�RXW�WR�VLQ��\RX�VHW�RXW�WR�QRW�
VLQ��$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��\RX�NQRZ�\RX�ZLOO�VLQ�DQG�ZKHQ�\RX�GR�
you know what to do. 

-RKQ�VD\V��“But, if anybody does sin, we have an advocate with 
the Father, Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning sac-
ULğFH�IRU�RXU�VLQV��DQG�QRW�RQO\�IRU�RXUV�EXW�DOVR�IRU�WKH�VLQV�RI�
the whole world.” This is one of the great statements in all the 
%LEOH�DERXW�WKH�ZRUN�RI�&KULVW�IRU�XV��(YHU\WKLQJ�-RKQ�KDV�VDLG�
DERXW�EHLQJ�IRUJLYHQ�DQG�SXULğHG�LV�EDVHG�RQ�WKLV��7KLV�VD\V�WZR�
WKLQJV�DERXW�KLV�ZRUN�ZKHQ�ZH�VLQ��)LUVW��KHłV�RXU�DGYRFDWH�ZLWK�
WKH�)DWKHU��$Q�DGYRFDWH�LV�RQH�FDOOHG�DORQJVLGH�XV�WR�VSHDN�LQ�RXU�
defense. He’s described as the Righteous One—the One who is 
righteous stands before the Father on behalf of those who aren’t 
ULJKWHRXV�� 2XU� DGYRFDWH� GRHVQłW� SOHDG� WKDW� ZHłUH� LQQRFHQW� RU�
JLYH�H[FXVHV�IRU�RXU�EHKDYLRU��EXW�KH�DGPLWV�RXU�JXLOW�DQG�SUHV-
HQWV�DQRWKHU�JURXQG� IRU�RXU�DFTXLWWDO��7KH�JURXQG� IRU�RXU�DF-
TXLWWDO�LV�WKH�VHFRQG�WKLQJ�KH�VD\V�DERXW�&KULVWłV�ZRUN��+HłV�WKH�
DWRQLQJ�VDFULğFH�IRU�RXU�VLQV��7KDW�PHDQV�KH�SDLG�WKH�SULFH�IRU�
RXU�VLQV�DQG�WKDW�WRWDOO\�VDWLVğHG�WKH�MXVWLFH�RI�*RG��7KDWłV�ZK\�
HDUOLHU�KH�FRXOG�VD\��“...he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins...” His justice demanded payment. What’s great about this 
LV�KHłV�QRW�D�*RG�ZKR�UHOXFWDQWO\�IRUJLYHV�XV�EHFDXVH�KH�LV�IRUFHG�

to or somehow Christ talks him into it. He’s the One who sent his 
6RQ�LQ�WKH�ğUVW�SODFH��“For God so loved the world...”   

/HW�PH�WU\�WR�VXPPDUL]H�DOO�WKLV�IRU�\RX��,W�VHHPV�WR�EH�WKDW�-RKQ�
is saying the authentic Christian life is one in which three things 
DUH�WUXH��)LUVW��ZH�ZDON�LQ�WKH�OLJKW��2XU�OLYHV�KDYH�EHHQ�FKDQJHG�
DQG�ZH�GRQłW�ZDON�LQ�KDELWXDO�VLQ�WKDWłV�QRW�UHSHQWHG�RI��6HFRQG��
we confess our sins. We will sin and when we do God will shine 
his light on us and we then can bring that sin to him in confes-
VLRQ�DQG�UHSHQWDQFH��7KLUG��ZH�ORRN�WR�DQG�WUXVW�LQ�WKH�ZRUN�RI�
&KULVW�DV�*RGłV�SURYLVLRQ�IRU�RXU�IRUJLYHQHVV�DQG�SXULğFDWLRQ��

,Q�D�VHQVH��WKH�DXWKHQWLF�&KULVWLDQ�OLIH�LV�RQH�LQ�ZKLFK�ZHłUH�LQ-
FRQVLVWHQWO\�FRQVLVWHQW��,łYH�KHDUG�SHRSOH�WDON�DERXW�EHLQJ�FRQ-
VLVWHQWO\� LQFRQVLVWHQW��EXW� ,� OLNH�WKH� LGHD�EHWWHU�RI�EHLQJ� LQFRQ-
VLVWHQWO\�FRQVLVWHQW��:KDW�GR�,�PHDQ�E\�WKDW"�:HłUH�FRQVLVWHQW�
LQ�RXU�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�ZDON�LQ�WKH�OLJKW�DQG�QRW�WR�VLQ��EXW�ZHłUH�
also inconsistent in our success. We’re consistent in our willing-
QHVV�WR�FRQIHVV�RXU�VLQV��EXW�ZHłUH�DOVR�LQFRQVLVWHQW�LQ�RXU�DELOLW\�
WR�RYHUFRPH�VLQ��)LQDOO\��ZHłUH�FRQVLVWHQW�LQ�RXU�ORRNLQJ�WR�&KULVW�
WR�SD\�IRU�RXU�VLQ��EXW�LQFRQVLVWHQW�LQ�ORRNLQJ�WR�KLP�WR�HUDGLFDWH�
LW�IURP�RXU�OLYHV�

,WłV�DSSURSULDWH� IRU�XV� WR�HQG�E\�KDYLQJ�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\� WR� MXVW�
FRQIHVV�RXU�VLQV��,Q�D�PRPHQW�ZHłOO�KDYH�VRPH�WLPH�IRU�ERWK�SHU-
sonal confession but then also corporate confession as we pray 
WKDW�����\HDU�ROG�SUD\HU�IURP�WKH�%RRN�RI�&RPPRQ�3UD\HU��

“Most merciful God, we confess that we’ve sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have 
left undone. We’ve not loved you with our whole heart; we’ve not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. We’re truly sorry and we humbly repent, 
for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory 
of your Name. Amen.”

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


