
CPC is an amazing church, and I don’t just say that because I work 
here! Last month I celebrated my one year anniversary of being 
on staff, but I’ve known about CPC much longer. I’ve listened to 
the podcast teachings from Mark and our other pastors; we’re 
blessed with solid Biblical teaching here. I want you to imagine 
being a part of a church, like ours, that found itself in a com-
pletely different place. Imagine being a part of a church where a 
JURXS�RI�LQĠXHQWLDO�SHRSOH�VWDUWHG�OHDYLQJ��RSHQO\�FODLPLQJ�WKH\�
had a special insight to Christ the rest of us didn’t have. 

Imagine how this might shake your faith and cause you to doubt 
your personal commitment to Christ. Imagine the impact this 
would have on our body. Imagine the pain of seeing the empty 
seats at your Men’s Fraternity or WBS table. Imagine going to 
your Community Group and seeing the empty couch where 
VRPH�RI�\RXU�FORVHVW�IULHQGV�RQFH�VDW��,PDJLQH�WKH�GLIğFXOW�TXHV-
tions you’d have to answer from your kids or students because 
their leader is no longer around. 

Shortly after their leaving you learned this group of people be-
OLHYHG�-HVXV�GLGQłW�UHDOO\�FRPH�LQ�WKH�ĠHVK�EXW�+H�ZDV�PRUH�RI�
an apparition. Now you’re staying up late puzzled with the state-
PHQWV�WKH\łUH�PDNLQJ��VWDWHPHQWV�OLNH��Ń+H�ZDV�MXVW�D�JKRVWOLNH�
ğJXUH�ZKR�ORRNHG�OLNH�D�PDQ�EXW�GLGQłW�UHDOO\�OLYH�LQ�D�ERG\�ń�7KHLU�
teaching is contrary to everything you’ve ever learned about 
-HVXVŌEHLQJ� IXOO\�PDQ� DQG� IXOO\� *RG�� <RX� EHJLQ� TXHVWLRQLQJ�
your faith and starting to examine what you really believe. You 
VWD\�XS� ODWH� LQWR� WKH�QLJKW��ğQGLQJ�\RXUVHOI�ğ[DWHG�RQ�ğJXULQJ�
RXW�WKH�WUXWK��7KDQNIXOO\��RQH�PRUQLQJ�DW�FKXUFK��D�OHWWHU�LV�UHDG�
from one of the leaders addressing this false teaching.

7KLV�VWRU\�LV�EDVLFDOO\�ZKDW�RFFXUUHG�FDXVLQJ�WKH�$SRVWOH�-RKQ�WR�
ZULWH�)LUVW��6HFRQG�DQG�7KLUG�-RKQ��7KLV�PRUQLQJ�ZHłUH�NLFNLQJ�
RII�RXU�QHZ�VHULHV�WLWOHG�Ń/RYH�/HWWHUVń�ZKHUH�ZHłOO�EH�VWXG\LQJ�
the letters of John. We believe John wrote these letters some-
time after writing his Gospel. Most scholars put authorship 
DURXQG�$'��������SUREDEO\�PDNLQJ�WKHP�WKH�ODVW�RI�WKH�FDQRQ-
ical Scriptures to be written. Since 1 John doesn’t follow a typical 
greeting and isn’t addressed to a particular individual, we’ve 
come to know it as a circular letter; meaning a letter meant to be 
shared among many churches. 

John probably writes all three of these letters from Ephesus. 
Since the destruction of Jerusalem follows the persecution from 
Nero in the mid 60’s Ephesus would have become a natural 
center for the growing church. Unfortunately at this time in 

KLVWRU\��$VLD�0LQRU�ZDV�FKDUDFWHUL]HG�E\�JURVV� LPPRUDOLW\�DQG�
idol worship. Knowing this, it’s not surprising John’s letter insists 
on right moral behavior as the touchstone of true Christian faith. 
7KURXJKRXW�WKHVH�OHWWHUV�\RXłUH�JRLQJ�WR�VHH�-RKQ�DGGUHVV�OLYLQJ�
in the light and avoiding darkness. 

Now you might read the series title and think it’s going to be 
all pleasant, but these aren’t romantic love letters from a love-
VWUXFN�FRXSOH��7KHVH�DUH�PRUH�WRXJK�ORYH�OHWWHUV�DQ�H\HZLWQHVV�
of Christ wrote to a community of believers who had taken on a 
certain belief about the person and work of Christ that John con-
VLGHUHG�XQDFFHSWDEOH��7KHVH�QHZ�EHOLHIV� LQYROYHG�D�GHQLDO� WKDW�
-HVXV�ZDV�WKH�&KULVW��WKH�6RQ�RI�*RG��FRPH�LQ�WKH�ĠHVK��DQG�WKDW�
+LV�GHDWK�ZDV�QHFHVVDU\�IRU�WKH�IRUJLYHQHVV�RI�RXU�VLQV�

7KLV� QHZ� WKLQNLQJ� ZDV� LQWURGXFHG� E\� D� JURXS� RI� LWLQHUDQW�
SUHDFKHUV�WHDFKLQJ�EHOLHYHUV�-HVXV�GLGQłW�UHDOO\�FRPH�LQ�WKH�ĠHVK��
7KH\�RSHQO\� WDXJKW� EHOLHYHUV� LW�ZDV� DFFHSWDEOH� WR� VLQ� DQG� VWLOO�
ORYH�*RG��WKHLU�WHDFKLQJ�LQFOXGHG�D�VHSDUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�ĠHVK�DQG�
the spirit. In their teaching they denied Jesus came by blood, re-
futing the importance of the atoning work Jesus accomplished 
RQ� WKH� FURVV�� 7KH�ERWWRP� OLQH� LV� -RKQ�ZDQWV� WR� DVVXUH� WKH�EH-
lievers by showing how the itinerant preachers are wrong and 
how his readers are living in the truth. John knew that false 
teaching always leads to false living. 

7KLV�FDQ�EH�D�ORW�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WR�WDNH�LQ�EXW�DV�ZH�VWXG\�WKHVH�
letters over the next 13 weeks this information is going to be 
vital in our understanding of the occasion for John writing these 
letters. You’re going to have to keep on your toes because John 
LVQłW�D�OLQHDU�ZULWHU�OLNH�WKH�$SRVWOH�3DXO��-RKQ�LV�JRLQJ�WR�DGGUHVV�
a topic, move to another topic, move to another topic and then 
come back to readdress these topics in greater detail as the letter 
SURJUHVVHV��7KHUH�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�EH�WLPHV�ZKHQ�LW�PD\�VRXQG�UH-
petitive but it’s good to have truth repeated.

The Incarnation of Jesus
That which was from the beginning, which we have 
heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we 
have looked at and our hands have touched—this 
we proclaim concerning the Word of life. The life 
appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we 
proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with 
the Father and has appeared to us (verses 1–2).

2QH�RI�\RXU�ğUVW�WKRXJKWV�PD\�EH��Ń7KLV�VRXQGV�YHU\�VLPLODU�WR�
WKH�*RVSHO�RI�-RKQ�ń�DQG�\RXłUH�ULJKW�� LW�GRHV���7KHUH�DUH�VRPH�
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parallels here but it’s better to think of them as complementary 
to each other, not identical. If you were to think back to the very 
beginning of time, before Genesis 1 was written, the earth was 
formless and void (Genesis 1:1-2). John wants you to think even 
further back in time to when God was and when you get there 
you can imagine Jesus, before anything we see was created, sit-
ting with God. John really wastes no time in his endeavor to re-
fute the false teaching of the gnostics.

-HVXV�ZDV� LQ� WKH� EHJLQQLQJ�� 7KLV� VDPH� -HVXV� LV� WKH� -HVXV�ZKR�
FDOOHG�-RKQ�WKDW�VSULQJ�GD\�RQ�WKH�VKRUH�RI�WKH�6HD�RI�*DOLOHH��+H�
FRQIHVVHV�WR�EHLQJ�D�ğUVW�KDQG�ZLWQHVV�WR�KHDULQJ�WKH�VZHHW�DQG�
VWHUQ�YRLFH�RI�&KULVW��+H�JRHV�RQ�WR�UHPLQG�WKH�UHDGHU�KRZ�KH�
VDZ�&KULVW��KH�SHUVRQDOO\�ODLG�KLV�H\HV�RQ�-HVXV�&KULVW�LQ�WKH�ĠHVK��
It’s interesting because he doesn’t stop with seeing but talks 
DERXW� ORRNLQJ�DW�+LP�DQG�KDYLQJ� touched Jesus with his own 
hands; the same rough hands that once mended nets in the sun.

7KH� ODQJXDJH� -RKQ� XVHV� KHUH� FDQ� VHHP� D� OLWWOH� FOXQN\� EXW� KH�
has a plan. John makes an attempt to appeal to every reader by 
addressing all the different learning styles in our society. Not 
everyone learns in the same way. Some of you are auditory 
learners. You excel in an environment when information is pre-
sented to you by a teacher. Someone can tell you how something 
is done and you got it by just listening. Some of you are visual 
learners and prefer to see things done. Someone could present 
information to you orally but until you can see what is being 
WDXJKW�\RX�ZRQłW�JUDVS�LW��6RPH�RI�\RX�DUH�WDFWLOH�OHDUQHUV��7KH�
best learning environment for you is a place where you get to 
touch everything and work with the material. We all learn in dif-
ferent ways and John addresses all three learning styles. 

Before John uses the name of Jesus he calls him “the Word of 
OLIH�ń�7KH�*UHHN�ZRUG�KHUH�IRU�ŃZRUGń�LV�Logos��'LIIHUHQW�VFKRODUV�
have attempted to translate this expression in different ways. 
Some think John is talking about the Word of life, meaning 
God’s eternal Word revealed to us through Scripture. You may 
have heard someone say something like this: “What did you read 
LQ�WKH�:RUG�WRGD\"ń�PHDQLQJ��ZKDW�GLG�\RX�UHDG�LQ�\RXU�%LEOH"�
Others think John is talking about the Word as the message of 
the Gospel. It’s not a bad attempt but I think both fail. When John 
VKDUHV�WKH�SKUDVH�Ń:RUG�RI�OLIHń�WKH�HPSKDVLV�LV�RQ�OLIH�DQG�ZKR�
HOVH�LV�WKH�:RUG�RI�WKH�PHVVDJH�XQOHVV�LWłV�&KULVW�+LPVHOI�ZKR�
FOHDUO\�VDLG��Ń,�DP�WKH��UHVXUUHFWLRQ�DQG�WKH�OLIHń�LQ�-RKQ���������

In verse 2 we see the emphasis isn’t on word but on life. John 
ventures into a theological conversation here; what we’ve come 
WR�NQRZ�DV�WKH�,QFDUQDWLRQ�RI�-HVXV��7KH�,QFDUQDWLRQ�PHDQV�WKH�
HPERGLPHQW� RI� *RG� WKH� 6RQ� LQ� KXPDQ� ĠHVK� DV� -HVXV� &KULVW��
John is reminding the believers that Jesus came to earth as fully 
*RG�DQG�IXOO\�PDQ��7KLQN�DERXW�VRPH�RI�WKH�DFFRXQWV�RI�-HVXV�
&KULVW� LQ� WKH�*RVSHOV�DIğUPLQJ�KLV�KXPDQLW\�� -HVXV�SUHDFKHV�D�
SKHQRPHQDO� VHUPRQ�RQ� WRS�RI�D�KLOO��$IWHUZDUG�+H�KHDGV�RXW�

DQG�KHDOV�D�IHZ�SHRSOH��:H�QHYHU�VHH�+LP�VWRS�WR�WDNH�D�EUHDN��
While the disciples are traveling across the lake Jesus gets tired 
DQG�IDOOV�DVOHHS�LQ�WKH�ERDW��0DWWKHZ��������

Let’s look at another example. One day Jesus is delivered hor-
ULEOH�QHZV�WKDW�RQH�RI�+LV�FORVHVW�IULHQGV�KDV�GLHG��:KHQ�+H�DU-
rives it’s too late; Lazarus has already been placed in the grave. 
6WDQGLQJ�RXWVLGH�WKH�JUDYH�-HVXV�EUHDNV�LQWR�WHDUV��FU\LQJ�IRU�+LV�
IULHQG��-RKQ���������%HOLHYH� LW�RU�QRW�PRVW�RI�XV�WKLQN�RI�-HVXV�
EHLQJ��������:H�WKLQN�RI�-HVXV�EHLQJ�PRUH�*RG�WKDQ�PDQ��:H�
like the God parts of Jesus but we fail to respect the humanity 
RI�&KULVW��:H�QHHG�WR�UHPHPEHU�-HVXV�SUREDEO\�VWXEEHG�+LV�WRH�
DQG�EOHG�� -HVXV�H[SHULHQFHG�KXQJHU�DQG�\HV��+H�HYHQ�XVHG�WKH�
UHVWURRP��7KH�DXWKRU�RI�+HEUHZV�HYHQ�WHOOV�XV�+H�ZDV�WHPSWHG�
LQ�HYHU\�ZD\�\HW�QHYHU�VLQQHG��+HEUHZV��������-HVXV�ZDV������
*RG�DQG������PDQ��

We just traveled in deep waters right there. Let’s head for the 
VXUIDFH�IRU�D�PLQXWH��WDNH�RXU�PDVNV�RII�DQG�KDYH�D�TXLFN�UHFDS��
'R� \RX� VHH�ZKDW� -RKQ� GLG� KHUH� LQ� WKH� ğUVW� WZR� YHUVHV� RI� WKLV�
letter? John does his best to grab our attention in the beginning 
RI�WKH�OHWWHU�E\�DFWLYHO\�UHIXWLQJ�WKH�JQRVWLFV�WHDFKLQJ��+H�GRHV�
this in simple, yet elaborate, ways assuring believers of their de-
FLVLRQ�WR�IROORZ�&KULVW��+H�UHPLQGV�XV�-HVXV�H[LVWHG�EHIRUH�WLPH��
appeared in the form of man and came to bring eternal life to us 
as a mediator between God and man. Jesus couldn’t have done 
WKLV�LI�+H�ZDVQłW�IXOO\�*RG�DQG�IXOO\�PDQ�

A Personal Relationship with God
$OWKRXJK�-RKQ�LVQłW�D�OLQHDU�ZULWHU�KH�LV�VWLOO�DEOH�WR�GHYHORS�ORJ-
LFDO�WKLQNLQJ�WR�DVVXUH�WKH�EHOLHYHU�-HVXV�LV�WKH�&KULVW��7KHUH�LV�D�
reason he proved Jesus being the Christ initially and we’re going 
to see the reason now.

We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, 
so that you also may have fellowship with us. And 
our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, 
Jesus Christ (v. 3).

-RKQ�DFWXDOO\�XVHV�WKH�ZRUG�ŃSURFODLPń�RQO\�RQFH� LQ�WKH�*UHHN�
but the NIV translators took this verb and applied it to verses 1 
and 2 to help the grammatically incorrect sentence read better 
in our English. John proclaims, or announces, the incarnation of 
&KULVW�VR�WKH�EHOLHYHU�FDQ�H[SHULHQFH�IHOORZVKLS�ZLWK�*RG��7KHUH�
is a reason for the proclamation. 

Fellowship is a word you generally hear used in the local church. 
When was the last time your neighbor invited you over to BBQ, 
ZDWFK�WKH�1LQHUV�DQG�KDYH�IHOORZVKLS"�7KH\�ZRXOGQłW�VD\�LW�OLNH�
WKDW��IHOORZVKLS�LV�D�&KULVWLDQ�WHUP��7KLV�ZRUG�IHOORZVKLS�FRPHV�
from the Greek word ƩƮƨƬƷƬрƠ meaning fellowship. In most 
classical Greek writing țȠȚȞȦȞȓĮ is used to describe the marriage 
relationship, the most intimate bond found in human relation-
ships. John wants the believers to experience fellowship with 
other believers. John also knows this intimate fellowship is only 



SRVVLEOH�WKURXJK�IHOORZVKLS�ZLWK�*RG�DQG�+LV�6RQ�-HVXV�&KULVW��
$QRWKHU�ZD\�,�FRXOG�H[SODLQ�IHOORZVKLS��VLQFH�LWłV�QRW�LQ�RXU�YR-
cabulary, is having a personal relationship with God. 

I have a confession to make this morning. My wife knows this 
sin I struggle with and I want to share it with you. On Saturday 
nights I watch Cops�� ,Q�$PHULFD�ZH�KDYH�D�MXGLFLDO�V\VWHP�ZLWK�
GLIIHUHQW� OHYHOV�RI� VHFXULW\�DQG�RIğFHV� WR�KHOS�SURWHFW�RXU� FLWL-
zens. Generally, the smaller crimes are enforced by local police 
RIğFHUV�DQG�WKHVH�FULPLQDOV�DUH�WDNHQ�WR�FRXQW\�MDLO�ZKHUH�WKH\�
DUH�UHOHDVHG�RU�VSHQG�OHVV�WKDQ�D�\HDU�IRU�D�PLVGHPHDQRU��$V�WKH�
crimes increase so does the enforcement of those crimes. If you 
are arrested and sentenced for a felony, you will typically go to 
SULVRQ�IRU�ORQJHU�WKDQ�D�\HDU��$V�WKH�VHYHULW\�RI�WKH�FULPH�FRP-
mitted increases so does the security around you increase. Most 
people think the worst punishment is capital punishment. I dis-
agree. I think the worst punishment a criminal can experience is 
VROLWDU\�FRQğQHPHQW��:H�ZHUH�FUHDWHG�WR�GR�OLIH�LQ�UHODWLRQVKLS�
and the judicial system knows the worst punishment a person 
can experience is no human contact. 

7KLV�PRUQLQJ�\RX�PD\�IHHO�OLNH�\RXU�&KULVWLDQ�OLIH�LV�EHLQJ�OLYHG�
LQ�VROLWDU\�FRQğQHPHQW��\RXłUH�QRW�H[SHULHQFLQJ�IHOORZVKLS�ZLWK�
*RG�RU�ZLWK�RWKHU�EHOLHYHUV�� 7KHUH� LV� VRPHWKLQJ� VSHFLDO� DERXW�
having Christian fellowship but that fellowship is secondary to 
IHOORZVKLS�ZLWK�*RG��7KLV�PRUQLQJ�PD\�EH�\RXU�ğUVW�WLPH�LQ�D�
church or this could be a regular part of your week. No matter 
where you are in life this morning I want to share three ways you 
FDQ�EUHDN�WKH�IHHOLQJ�RI�VROLWDU\�FRQğQHPHQW�LQ�\RXU�OLIH��

Reading Scripture
One way you can experience fellowship with God is by reading 
6FULSWXUH��7KLQN�DERXW�UHDGLQJ�6FULSWXUH�DV�D�ZD\�RI�VLWWLQJ�GRZQ�
DQG�KDYLQJ�D�SHUVRQDO�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�ZLWK�*RG��7KLV�LV�DQ�RSSRUWX-
QLW\�IRU�\RX�WR�OHDUQ�PRUH�DERXW�WKH�*RG�ZKR�VHQW�+LV�RQO\�6RQ�
to save you from your sins. You learn about the nature and char-
DFWHU�RI�*RG�WKURXJK�+LV�ZULWWHQ�ZRUG��,I�\RX�GRQłW�XQGHUVWDQG�
something you can re-read it to get a better understanding. Now 
if you’ve never sat down and read the Bible on your own start 
with a realistic reading plan. One way you can do this is to start 
with reading a chapter of Proverbs a day. For example, today is 
WKH�ğIWHHQWK�VR�\RX�FRXOG�UHDG�3URYHUEV�����7RPRUURZ�\RX�FDQ�
read Proverbs 16 and continue through the week. Maybe you’d 
prefer to start in the Gospel of John and read a chapter for the 
QH[W����GD\V��2QFH�\RX�ğQLVK�-RKQ�\RX�FRXOG�PRYH�LQWR�$FWV�DQG�
ğQLVK�RXW�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW��7KHUH�DUH�VR�PDQ\�ZD\V�\RX�FDQ�
grow with God through reading Scripture.

Time in prayer
$QRWKHU�ZD\�WR�H[SHULHQFH�IHOORZVKLS�ZLWK�*RG�LV�VSHQGLQJ�WLPH�
in prayer. Prayer is the believers’ personal connection to God. 
You may prefer to set aside some time in the morning for prayer 
or maybe with your schedule it would work better to pray in the 

night. You may have a long commute and instead of yelling at 
other drivers on the road you might choose to pray. Prayer isn’t a 
privilege reserved for the elite Christians; prayer is for everyone 
DQG�FDQ�EH�XVHG�DW�DQ\�WLPH��7KH�QH[W�WLPH�\RXłUH�ZDLWLQJ�LQ�OLQH�
DW� WKH�VWRUH�\RX�FDQ�KDYH�TXLFN�FRQYHUVDWLRQV�ZLWK�*RG�DERXW�
the things on your heart. Whenever you’re praying be sure to 
WDNH�VRPH�WLPH�WR�DOORZ�*RG�WR�UHVSRQG�WR�\RX��$OO�WRR�RIWHQ�,�
think we come to God with a laundry lists of prayer but never 
VWRS�WR�OLVWHQ�IRU�+LV�UHVSRQVH��7KLQN�DERXW�SUD\HU�DV�D�FRQYHU-
sation with your best friend; conversation involves talking and 
listening.

Corporate and personal worship
7KHUH� DUH�PDQ\�ZD\V� WR� H[SHULHQFH� IHOORZVKLS�ZLWK�*RG�� 7KH�
last way I’d like to share is corporate and personal worship like 
what we’ve already experienced this morning. You may want to 
download some songs on your iPhone and go for a walk while 
you listen to the music and worship God. Worship isn’t limited 
to singing. Worship is our opportunity to give God all the praise 
in our lives. You may prefer to drive to the beach and worship 
*RG�IRU�+LV�FUHDWLYH�DELOLW\�LQ�FUHDWLRQ��<RX�PLJKW�ZDQW�WR�JR�RQ�D�
hike and worship God for the beautiful trees and amazing smells 
DOO�DURXQG�\RX��7KLV�LVQłW�DQ�DOO�LQFOXVLYH�OLVW��P\�KRSH�LV�WKLV�ZLOO�
spark some ideas for you to experience the intimate fellowship 
John writes to us about. 

The Incarnation of Christ + Fellowship = Joy 
We started this morning in deep waters talking about the 
LQFDUQDWLRQ�RI�&KULVW�� 7KHQ�ZH�PRYHG� WR� IHOORZVKLS�ZLWK�*RG�
and how to cultivate an intimate relationship with our creator. 
John ends our passage with the combination of them being 
complete joy.

We write this to make our joy complete (v. 4 ).

It’s actually pretty cool language; the thought of having complete 
joy. We need to be careful not to confuse the happiness of the 
world with having complete joy in the Lord. 

Obviously John knew how troubled the recipients of this letter 
were and wanted to help them turn their sadness to joy. I think 
John wants us to know the difference between happiness and 
FRPSOHWH� MR\��+DSSLQHVV� LV�DQ�HPRWLRQ�ZH� IHHO� IRU�D�SHULRG�RI�
time. Let me explain. Last summer we took our daughters to 
'LVQH\ODQG� IRU� WKH� ğUVW� WLPH� DQG�ZH�KDG� D� EODVW�� &KDULW\� KDG�
them all ready in their matching shirts and we ate a good break-
IDVW� VR�ZH� FRXOG� H[SHULHQFH� DOO� 'LVQH\ODQG� KDG� WR� RIIHU� IRU� D�
��\HDU�ROG�DQG���\HDU�ROG��:H�URGH�,WłV�D�6PDOO�:RUOG��'XPER��
WKH�VXEPDULQH�ULGH�DQG�PDQ\�PRUH��7KLV�ZDV�P\�ğUVW�WLPH�WDNLQJ�
RXU�JLUOV�WR�'LVQH\ODQG�DQG�WKHUH�ZDV�KDSSLQHVV�LQ�WKHLU�IDFHV�RQ�
every ride they rode, every character they met and every treat 
WKH\� DWH�� 8QIRUWXQDWHO\�'LVQH\ODQG� FORVHV� DQG� OLWWOH� JLUOV� QHHG�
VOHHS��2XU�GDXJKWHUV�H[SHULHQFHG�KDSSLQHVV�DW�'LVQH\ODQG� ODVW�



7KLV�PHVVDJH�IURP�6FULSWXUH�ZDV�SUHDFKHG�RQ�6XQGD\��6HSWHPEHU����������DW�&HQWUDO�3HQLQVXOD�&KXUFK
�����6KHOO�%RXOHYDUG�_�)RVWHU�&LW\�&$�������_��������������_�ZZZ�FSFZHE�RUJ��$GGLWLRQDO�FRSLHV�DYDLODEOH�RQ�UHTXHVW�
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VXPPHU�EXW�KDSSLQHVV�LV�ĠHHWLQJ��:KHQ�ZH�H[SHULHQFH�WKH�OLIH�
-RKQ�ZULWHV�DERXW�LV�ZKHQ�ZH�ğQG�FRPSOHWH�MR\��

Unfortunately, all too often, most of us don’t experience com-
plete joy in our lives either. We look for happiness in the things 
the world has to offer. We neglect our personal relationship with 
God or we look to material things to bring us happiness. Maybe 
\RXłYH� OLVWHQHG�WR�WHDFKLQJV�FRQWUDU\�WR�6FULSWXUH�DQG�\RX�ğQG�
yourself in a rut longing for joy. Maybe you’ve turned your eyes 
IURP� \RXU� ğUVW� ORYH� DQG� DUH� KRSLQJ�PDWHULDO� WKLQJV�ZLOO� EULQJ�
you joy.

7KHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�PDQ\�WLPHV�LQ�P\�RZQ�OLIH�ZKHQ�P\�VRXO�IHOW�
GU\�DQG�MR\OHVV��WLPHV�ZKHQ�,�JRW�VWXFN�LQ�WKLV�MR\OHVV�VWDWH��7KDWłV�
ZKHQ�,�WXUQ�WR�-HVXV�DQG�FU\�RXW�IRU�+LP�WR�ğOO�PH�ZLWK�+LV�MR\�

DJDLQ��7KLQN�RI�LW�OLNH�D�FKLOG�WXUQLQJ�WR�WKHLU�PRPP\�RU�GDGG\��
We can ask God to lift up our soul and renew our relationship 
ZLWK�+LP��7KLV�LV�H[DFWO\�ZKDW�-RKQ�LV�JHWWLQJ�WR�KHUH��+H�EXLOGV�
HYHU\WKLQJ�ZH�WDONHG�DERXW�DQG�WHOOV�XV�WKH�UHDVRQ�+H�LV�ZULWLQJ�
LV�VR�RXU�MR\�ZLOO�EH�FRPSOHWH��7KLV�PRUQLQJ�LI�\RXłUH�QRW�H[SH-
riencing the joy you once experienced in your relationship with 
Christ I invite you turn your eyes to Christ, let go of the things that 
are bringing you down and hold fast to the truth of Scripture. 

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


