
Today is the last of nine messages in our series called The Songs 
RI�6XPPHU��:HłYH�EHHQ�ORRNLQJ�DW�WKH�ğUVW�QLQH�SVDOPV��ZKLFK�
PHDQV�DIWHU� WRGD\�ZH�RQO\�KDYH�����PRUH� WR� VWXG\��%XW�HYHQ�
WKRXJK�ZHłUH� JRLQJ� WR� VWDUW� D� QHZ� VHULHV� LQ� WZR�ZHHNV� LQ� WKH�
OHWWHUV�RI�-RKQ��,�KRSH�E\�VWXG\LQJ�WKHVH�ğUVW�QLQH�SVDOPV�\RXłYH�
GHYHORSHG�D�WDVWH�IRU�WKH�SVDOPV�DQG�\RXłOO�EH�PRUH�PRWLYDWHG�WR�
XVH�WKHP�LQ�\RXU�RZQ�SUD\HU�OLIH��

:H� VWDUWHG� LQ�3VDOPV���DQG����ZKLFK�DUH� OLNH� WZLQ�SLOODUV� WKDW�
IXQFWLRQ�DV�WKH�HQWUDQFH�WR�WKH�ZKROH�SVDOWHU��%RWK�RI�WKHP�WDON�
DERXW�WKH�EOHVVHG�OLIH��3VDOP���GRHV�WKDW�IURP�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO�SHU-
VSHFWLYH��,W�VD\V�WKH�EOHVVHG�OLIH�LV�RQH�ZKLFK�LV�JRYHUQHG�E\�WKH�
ZRUG�RI�*RG��“Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with 
the wicked or stand in the way that sinners take or sit in the 
company of mockers, but whose delight is in the law of the Lord, 
and who meditates on his law day and night.”�3VDOP���GRHV�LW�
IURP�D�ZRUOGZLGH�SHUVSHFWLYH��,W�VD\V�D�SHRSOH�DUH�EOHVVHG�ZKHQ�
they submit to and trust in the King of kings and Lord of lords. 
“Blessed are all who take refuge in him.” 

7KHQ�ZH� ORRNHG� DW� 3VDOPV� �ŋ��� 7KHVH� DUH� DOO� VRQJV� RI� ODPHQW�
ZULWWHQ� E\� 'DYLG�� ,VQłW� LW� IDVFLQDWLQJ� WKDW� LPPHGLDWHO\� XSRQ�
HQWHULQJ�WKLV�JUDQG�VWUXFWXUH�ZH�FDOO� WKH�ERRN�RI�3VDOPV�ZHłUH�
FOREEHUHG�ZLWK�WKH�KDUVK�UHDOLWLHV�RI�OLIH"�“Deliver me, my God! 
Strike all my enemies on the jaw; break the teeth of the wicked” 
�3VDOP� ������ “Lead me, Lord, in your righteousness because of 
my enemies...”��3VDOP�������“Arise, Lord, in your anger; rise up 
against the rage of my enemies...”� �3VDOP������� ,Q�WKH�PLGVW�RI�
WKHVH�KDUVK�UHDOLWLHV�ZHłYH�OHDUQHG�WR�UXQ�WR�*RG�DQG�PDNH�KLP�
our refuge. “But let all who take refuge in you be glad; let them 
ever sing for joy....”��3VDOP��������“Lord my God, I take refuge in 
you; save and deliver me from all who pursue me...”��3VDOP������

7KHQ�ZH�FDPH�WR�3VDOP����)LQDOO\��ZH�OHIW�WKH�FU\�URRP�DQG�HQ-
WHUHG�D�PXFK�KDSSLHU�SODFH��:H�GHFODUHG�WKH�PDMHVW\�RI�*RG�DV�
seen in both the universe he’s created and human beings made 
LQ�KLV�LPDJH�ZLWK�GLJQLW\�DQG�ZRUWK��“Lord, our Lord, how ma-
jestic is your name in all the earth!”�+RQHVWO\��,�WKRXJKW�ZHłG�EH�
DEOH�WR�HQMR\�WKH�H[SDQVH�RI�WKDW�JORULRXV�PRRG�IRU�DZKLOH��EXW�
WRGD\�ZH�FRPH�WR�3VDOP���DQG�ZHłUH�ULJKW�EDFN�LQ�WKH�SUHVHQFH�
RI�RXU�HQHPLHV��-XVW�OLNH�OLIH��LVQłW�LW"�<RX�WKLQN�\RXłYH�ğQDOO\�JRW�
LW�OLFNHG��\RX�WKLQN�\RXłYH�JRW�\RXU�KHDG�DERYH�ZDWHU��DQG�EHIRUH�
\RX�NQRZ�LW�\RXłUH�ULJKW�EDFN�ğJKWLQJ�IRU�\RXU�OLIH�

%XW�WKHUHłV�VRPHWKLQJ�GLIIHUHQW�DERXW�KRZ�'DYLG�GHDOV�ZLWK�WKDW�
EDWWOH�LQ�3VDOP����3VDOP���WHDFKHV�XV�KRZ�DQG�ZK\�WR�SUDLVH�*RG�

ULJKW�LQ�WKH�PLGVW�RI�WKH�EDWWOH��7KH�KDUVK�UHDOLW\�LV�IRXQG�LQ�ZKDW�
KH�VD\V� LQ�YHUVH�����“Lord, see how my enemies persecute me!” 
<HW�� LQ� WKH�PLGVW�RI� WKDW��KH�PDQDJHV� WR�EHJLQ� WKH�SVDOP�ZLWK�
SUDLVH��

The Praise the Lord Deserves
I will give thanks to you, Lord, with all my heart;

bbbb,�ZLOO�WHOO�RI�DOO�\RXU�ZRQGHUIXO�GHHGV�

I will be glad and rejoice in you;

bbbb,�ZLOO�VLQJ�WKH�SUDLVHV�RI�\RXU�QDPH��2�0RVW�+LJK

�����YHUVHV��ŋ���

/RRN�DW�KRZ�KH�EHJLQV��7KHUH�DUH�VHYHUDO�WKLQJV�WKDW�VWDQG�RXW�
KHUH��7KH�PRVW�JODULQJ�WUXWK�LV�ZH�FDQ�DQG�ZH�PXVW�JLYH�WKDQNV�
DQG�SUDLVH�LQ�WKH�PLGVW�RI�RXU�SDLQ��RXU�WURXEOHV�DQG�RXU�EDWWOHV��
$QG�WKH�SUDLVH�GRHVQłW�MXVW�HQG�KHUH�LQ�YHUVHV���DQG����+H�GRHVQłW�
VWDUW�RXW�ZLWK�D�EDQJ�DQG�WKHQ�VORZO\�WKH�DLU�OHDNV�RXW�RI�KLV�ZRU-
VKLS�XQWLO�KHłV�OHIW�ZLWK�QRWKLQJ�DW�WKH�HQG��+H�DOVR�VD\V�LQ�YHUVH�
���� “Sing the praises of the Lord enthroned in Zion, proclaim 
among the nations what he has done.”�<RX�VHH��WKDWłV�SUHFLVHO\�
why�ZH�FDQ�SUDLVH� WKH�/RUG� LQ� WKH�PLGVW�RI�RXU� WURXEOHVŌWKH�
/RUG� LV�HQWKURQHG� LQ�=LRQ��7KH�/RUG� LV� VWLOO�RQ�KLV� WKURQH��+HłV�
VWLOO�UXOLQJ��KHłV�VWLOO� LQ�FRQWURO��'R�\RX�NQRZ�WKDW"�6R�PXFK�RI�
RXU�SUREOHP�LV�ZHłYH�IRUJRWWHQ�WKDW�RU�SHUKDSV�HYHQ�ZHłYH�EHHQ�
WDONHG�RXW�RI�LW��'R�\RX�EHOLHYH�*RG�UXOHV�RYHU�WKH�DIIDLUV�RI�\RXU�
OLIH"�'R�\RX�EHOLHYH�KHłV�QRW�RQO\�VRYHUHLJQ�EXW�KHłV�JRRG"�'R�
\RX�EHOLHYH�WKH�2QH�ZKR�IHHGV�WKH�VSDUURZ�DQG�FORWKHV�WKH�OLO\�
ZRXOG�HYHU�IRUJHW�RU�DEDQGRQ�KLV�EHORYHG�VRQ�RU�GDXJKWHU"�

6R� WKH� ğUVW� WKLQJ�ZH�PXVW� GR� LV� UHVHW� RXU� IRFXV� RQ� KLP�� 7KLV�
LVQłW� DERXW� RXU� IHHOLQJV�� <RX� GRQłW�ZDLW� WR� GR� WKLV� XQWLO� \RXłUH�
LQ�WKH�PRRG��7KLV�LV�DQ�DFW�RI�WKH�ZLOO��6RPHWLPHV�LWłV�HYHQ�OLNH�
JHWWLQJ�XS�DQG�JRLQJ� WR�ZRUN�� \RX� MXVW�GR� LW��+H� VD\V��“I WILL 
give thanks... I WILL tell of all your wonderful deeds. I WILL be 
glad and rejoice in you. I WILL sing the praises of your name...” 
+RZ�PDQ\�WLPHV�PXVW�KH�VD\�LW��Ń,�:,//�ń�+DYH�\RX�VDLG�WKDW"�
+DYH�\RX�GHWHUPLQHG�WR�JLYH�WKDQNV�DQG�SUDLVH�KLV�QDPH"�+RZ�
LV� LW� WKDW�3DXO�DQG�6LODV��KDYLQJ� MXVW�EHHQ�VWULSSHG�DQG�VHYHUHO\�
ĠRJJHG��FDQ�VLW� LQ�D�GDUN�SULVRQ�FHOO�ZLWK�WKHLU�IHHW�IDVWHQHG�LQ�
WKH�VWRFNV��DQG�SUD\�DQG�VLQJ�K\PQV�WKURXJK�WKH�QLJKW"�,�GRXEW�
6LODV�VDLG�WR�3DXO��Ń2K�JHH��3DXO��LVQłW�WKLV�IXQ"�'RQłW�\RX�MXVW�IHHO�
OLNH�VLQJLQJ�D�IHZ�VRQJV"ń�1R��7RJHWKHU��E\�DQ�DFW�RI�WKH�ZLOO��WKH\�
VDLG��Ń:H�ZLOO���ń���

1RWLFH� DOVR� 'DYLG� VD\V� KHłOO� GR� WKLV� “with all of my heart.” 
:KDW� NHHSV� XV� IURP� GRLQJ� WKDW"�:H� IRFXV�ZD\� WRR�PXFK� RQ�
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I WILL Praise!
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6HSWHPEHU��������



RXU�SUHIHUHQFHV� LQ�ZRUVKLS�VW\OH�� Ń2K�� ,� OLNH�K\PQV�ń�2U�� Ń,� OLNH�
ORXG�� URFNLQł�ZRUVKLS�PXVLF�ń�2U�� Ń,� OLNH� WR� UDLVH�P\�KDQGV�DQG�
MXPS�DURXQG�ń�7KDWłV�QRW� WKH� LVVXH��7KH� LVVXH� LV�RXU�KHDUW��$UH�
\RX�ZRUVKLSSLQJ�KLP�ZLWK�WKH�WRWDOLW\�RI�\RXU�EHLQJ"�)RU�VRPH�
RI�XV�ZRUVKLS�LV�D�URXWLQH�IRUPDOLW\��:H�ZRUVKLS�ZLWK�DERXW�DV�
PXFK�SDVVLRQ� DV� D� JX\�ZDWFKLQJ� D� ODVW� SODFH�EDVHEDOO� WHDP� LQ�
6HSWHPEHU��DQG�ZH�DOO�NQRZ�ZKDW�WKDWłV�OLNH���

)RU�RWKHUV��ZH�ZRUVKLS�OLNH�KDOIKHDUWHG�SDUWLFLSDQWV��%HIRUH�WKH�
HQG�RI�RXU�ZRUVKLS�JDWKHULQJV��,�JR�WR�WKH�EDFN�RI�WKH�DXGLWRULXP�
VR�,�FDQ�VOLS�LQWR�WKH�OREE\�DQG�PHHW�D�IHZ�RI�\RX�DV�\RX�H[LW��,�
FDQłW�KHOS�EXW�ZDWFK�SHRSOH�DV�WKH\łUH�VLQJLQJ�WKDW�ODVW�VRQJ�DQG�
,łP�DOZD\V�VXUSULVHG�DW�KRZ�PDQ\�DUH�MXVW�VWDQGLQJ�WKHUH�ZLWK�
WKHLU�KDQGV�LQ�WKHLU�SRFNHWV�DQG�D�ORRN�RI�FRPSOHWH�ERUHGRP�RQ�
WKHLU�IDFH��,I�\RXU�OLSV�DUH�HYHQ�PRYLQJ�,łG�QHHG�D�PLFURVFRSH�WR�
see it. Some even beat me out the door and race out of here like 
WKH\łUH�ODWH�IRU�D�SODQH��&RPH�RQ��:HłUH�ZRUVKLSSLQJ�EHIRUH�WKH�
WKURQH�RI�*RG��'DYLG�VD\V� “I will SING...”�:H�VD\��Ń%XW�,�GRQłW�
IHHO�OLNH�VLQJLQJ�ń�1R��Ń,�ZLOO�VLQJ�ń�:H�VD\��Ń%XW�,�VRXQG�DZIXO�ń�
1R��Ń,�ZLOO�VLQJ�ń�:H�VD\��Ń%XW�,�GRQłW�OLNH�WKH�PXVLF�ń�1R��Ń,�ZLOO�
VLQJ�ń�<RX�VD\��Ń%XW�,łP�QRW�VXUH�,�HYHQ�EHOLHYH�WKDW�VWXII�ń�,I�WKDWłV�
WKH�FDVH��\RX�GRQłW�KDYH�WR�VLQJ��EXW�LI�ZH�EHOLHYH�LW��OHWłV�RSHQ�RXU�
mouths and sing�LW��

7KLV� RXJKW� WR� LPSDFW� XV�ZKHQ�ZH� DUULYH� KHUH� DV�ZHOO��:RXOG�
\RX�VKRZ�XS�ODWH�WR�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�DSSRLQWPHQW�ZLWK�\RXU�ERVV��
PXFK�OHVV�WKH�3UHVLGHQW"�:RXOG�\RX�FRPH�XQSUHSDUHG�WR�VXFK�
D�PHHWLQJ"�:RXOGQłW�\RX�PDNH�DOORZDQFH�IRU�WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�RI�
WUDIğF��SDUNLQJ�DQG�ZDONLQJ�IURP�\RXU�FDU�WR�WKH�PHHWLQJ"�:K\�
GR�ZH�VRPHWLPHV�WUHDW�WKLV�WLPH�ZLWK�VXFK�LQGLIIHUHQFH"�

'R� \RX� NQRZ� DERXW� WKH� OHWWHU� -HVXV� VHQW� WR� WKH� FKXUFK� DW�
/DRGLFHD"�+H� VDLG� “...you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you 
were either one or the other!” All of us like a cold drink on a hot 
GD\��RU�ZH� OLNH�D�KRW�GULQN�RQ�D�FROG�GD\��EXW� WKHUHłV� UHDOO\�QR�
GD\�IRU�D�OXNHZDUP�GULQN��:KR�ZDQWV�WKDW"�6R�-HVXV�VD\V�WR�WKDW�
FKXUFK��“...because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I 
am about to spit you out of my mouth.” 

7KH�UHDVRQ�ZH�VKRXOGQłW�EH�OXNHZDUP�LV�ZKR�KH�LV�DQG�ZKDW�KHłV�
GRQH��+H�VD\V� LQ�YHUVH����“I will tell of your wonderful deeds.” 
7KDWłV�ZKDW�KHłV�WDONLQJ�DERXW�GRZQ�LQ�YHUVHV���Eŋ���ZKHQ�KH�
VD\V��“Have mercy and lift me up from the gates of death, that 
I may declare your praises in the gates of Daughter Zion...” The 
JDWHV�RI�D�FLW\�DUH�D�YHU\�SXEOLF�SODFH�ZKHUH�FRPH�DQG�JR��'DYLG�
VD\V�� Ń7KDWłV�ZKHUH� ,łOO� GHFODUH� \RXU� SUDLVHV�ń� +RZ� DERXW� \RX"�
7KLQN�RI�ZKDW�KHłV�GRQHŌIRU�\RX��:KDW�DUH�WKH�EOHVVLQJV�\RX�
HQMR\�WRGD\"�'R�\RX�KDYH�D�MRE"�'R�\RX�KDYH�VRPH�PHDVXUH�RI�
KHDOWK"�'R�\RX�KDYH�ORYHG�RQHV"�'R�\RX�KDYH�IRRG��VKHOWHU�DQG�
FORWKLQJ"�+DYH�\RX�VHHQ�KLP�ZRUN�LQ�\RXU�OLIH"�+DV�KH�DQVZHUHG�
SUD\HU"�(YHQ�LI�\RX�KDYH�D�KDUG�WLPH�DQVZHULQJ�\HV�WR�VRPH�RI�
WKRVH�TXHVWLRQV��,�FDQ�WKLQN�RI�VRPH�RWKHUV�\RX�can say yes to. 
'R�\RX�KDYH�D�6DYLRU"�'R�\RX�KDYH� WKH�SURPLVHV�RI�D� IDLWKIXO�

*RG"�7KH� IRUJLYHQHVV�RI� VLQV"�7KH�SUHVHQFH�RI� WKH�+RO\�6SLULW"�
7KH�KRSH�RI�HWHUQDO�OLIH"�&KLOG�RI�*RG��\RX�KDYH�DOO�WKHVH�WKLQJV�
DQG�PXFK�PRUH��VR�SUDLVH�KLP��

1RW�RQO\�GRHV�'DYLG� WKDQN� WKH� /RUG� DQG� WHOO� RI� KLV�ZRQGHUIXO�
GHHGV��EXW�KH�DOVR�MXVW�UHMRLFHV�LQ�KLP��“I will be glad and rejoice 
in you. I will sing the praises of your name...”� ,WłV� OLNH�� Ń/RUG��
HYHQ�LI�,�KDYH�QRQH�RI�WKRVH�WKLQJV��,�KDYH�\RX�ń�,WłV�OLNH��Ń:KDW�GR�
\RX�ZDQW�WR�GR�WRQLJKW��KRQH\"�'R�\RX�ZDQW�WR�JR�RXW"�0D\EH�D�
IDQF\�UHVWDXUDQW�RU�D�VKRZ"�0D\EH�ZH�FDQ�JR�VKRSSLQJ�DQG�,łOO�
EX\�\RX�D�JLIW"ń�Ń1RWKLQJ��GHDU��,�MXVW�ZDQW�WR�EH�ZLWK�\RX��7KDWłV�
HQRXJK�IRU�PH��,�MXVW�ZDQW�\RX�ń��

The Power the Lord Displays
:HłYH�WDNHQ�D�ORQJ�WLPH�WR�WDON�RI�WKH�SUDLVH�WKH�/RUG�GHVHUYHV��
1H[W�� 'DYLG� PRYHV� IURP� WKH� SUDLVH� WKH� /RUG� GHVHUYHV� WR� WKH�
SRZHU�KH�GLVSOD\V�

0\�HQHPLHV�WXUQ�EDFN�

bbbbWKH\�VWXPEOH�DQG�SHULVK�EHIRUH�\RX�

)RU�\RX�KDYH�XSKHOG�P\�ULJKW�DQG�P\�FDXVH�

bbbbVLWWLQJ�HQWKURQHG�DV�WKH�ULJKWHRXV�MXGJH�

You have rebuked the nations and destroyed the 
wicked;

bbbb\RX�KDYH�EORWWHG�RXW�WKHLU�QDPH�IRU�HYHU�DQG��
� HYHU�

Endless ruin has overtaken my enemies,

bbbb\RX�KDYH�XSURRWHG�WKHLU�FLWLHV�

bbbbHYHQ�WKH�PHPRU\�RI�WKHP�KDV�SHULVKHG�

7KH�/RUG�UHLJQV�IRUHYHU�

bbbbKH�KDV�HVWDEOLVKHG�KLV�WKURQH�IRU�MXGJPHQW�

+H�UXOHV�WKH�ZRUOG�LQ�ULJKWHRXVQHVV

bbbbDQG�MXGJHV�WKH�SHRSOHV�ZLWK�HTXLW\��YHUVHV��ŋ���

2QH�RI�WKH�UHDVRQV�KH�SUDLVHV�WKH�/RUG�ZLWK�DOO�KLV�KHDUW�LV�ZKDW�
WKH�/RUG�ZLOO�GR�WR�KLV�HQHPLHV��DQG�QRW�RQO\�KLV�RZQ�HQHPLHV�
EXW� DOO� WKRVH�ZKR� RSSRVH�*RG��'DYLG� VHHV�*RG� DV� KLV� UHVFXHU�
DQG�VLQJV�RI�KLP�DV� WKH� ULJKWHRXV� MXGJH��1RWLFH�KRZ�KLV�PLQG�
OHDSV�DKHDG�IURP�KLV�RZQ�VWRU\�ZKHUH�KH�WDONV�DERXW�“MY en-
emies” and “MY right and MY cause”�WR�ZKDW�*RG�ZLOO�GR�RQ�D�
much larger scale. He’ll rebuke the nations. He reigns forever and 
UXOHV� WKH�ZKROH�ZRUOG� LQ� ULJKWHRXVQHVV��+H� VSHDNV� LQ� WKH�SDVW�
WHQVH�DQG�LW�VRXQGV�DOPRVW�DV�LI�WKH�/RUG�KDV�DOUHDG\�GRQH�WKLV��
DQG�ZH�ZRQGHU�KRZ�WKDW�FDQ�EH�ZKHQ�WKHUHłV�VWLOO�VR�PXFK�HYLO�
DQG�LQMXVWLFH�LQ�RXU�ZRUOG��6FKRODUV�WHOO�XV�'DYLG�LV�HPSOR\LQJ�D�
common feature of the Old Testament literature in describing 
FRPLQJ�HYHQWV�DV�LI�WKH\łYH�DOUHDG\�KDSSHQHG��DQG�WKLV�LV�D�ZD\�
RI�FRPPXQLFDWLQJ�KRZ�FHUWDLQ�WKHLU�IXOğOOPHQW�LV��

1HYHUWKHOHVV��WKLV�LVQłW�VRPHWKLQJ�,�KHDU�XV�GRLQJ�D�ORW�WKHVH�GD\V��
,�GRQłW�KHDU�SHRSOH� VLQJLQJ�DQG�SUDLVLQJ�*RG� IRU�KLV� ULJKWHRXV�
MXGJPHQW��7KHUHłV�D�UHDVRQ�IRU�WKDW��7KH�DQFLHQW�-HZV�WKRXJKW�RI�
*RGłV�MXGJPHQW�OLNH�DQ�HDUWKO\�FRXUW�RI�MXVWLFH��7KH�GLIIHUHQFH�LV�
ZH�SLFWXUH�WKH�FDVH�DV�D�FULPLQDO�FDVH�LQ�ZKLFK�ZH�RXUVHOYHV�DUH�



WKH�DFFXVHG��DQG�WKDWłV�KDUGO\�VRPHWKLQJ�WR�UHMRLFH�RYHU��%XW�WKH�
SVDOPLVW�SLFWXUHG�LW�DV�D�FLYLO�FDVH�ZLWK�KLPVHOI�DV�WKH�SODLQWLII��,Q�
WKH�ğUVW�FDVH��\RX�KRSH�IRU�DFTXLWWDO�RU�SDUGRQ��EXW�LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�
FDVH�\RX�KRSH�IRU�MXVWLFH�ZLWK�KHDY\�GDPDJHV�DJDLQVW�WKH�GHIHQ-
GDQW��:HłYH�DOO�VHHQ�WKH� MXELODWLRQ�LQ�D�FRXUWURRP�IRU�D�IDPLO\�
ZKHQ�D� ULJKWHRXV� MXGJPHQW�KDV�EHHQ�PDGH� LQ� WKHLU� IDYRU�DQG�
ğQDOO\�MXVWLFH�LV�GRQH��6R�ZH�VKRXOGQłW�EH�VXUSULVHG�LI�WKH�3VDOPV�
DUH�IXOO�RI�WKH�ORQJLQJ�IRU�MXGJPHQW��DQG�UHJDUG�LW�DV�JRRG�QHZV��
0LOOLRQV�RI� SHRSOH� LQ� WKH�KLVWRU\�RI� WKH�ZRUOG�ZKR�KDYH�EHHQ�
VWULSSHG�RI�DOO�WKH\�SRVVHVV�DQG�KDYH�MXVWLFH�HQWLUHO\�RQ�WKHLU�VLGH�
ZLOO�DW�ODVW�EH�KHDUG��7KH\łUH�QRW�DIUDLG�RI�MXGJPHQW��7KDWłV�WKHLU�
KRSH��

'R�\RX�ORQJ�IRU�DQG�UHMRLFH�LQ�WKH�ULJKWHRXV�MXGJPHQWV�RI�*RG"�
6RPH�RI�\RX�XQGHUVWDQG�WKLV��<RX�NQRZ�ZKDW�LW�LV�WR�EH�YLFWLP-
L]HG� DW� WKH� KDQGV� RI� FUXHO� DQG� XQMXVW� SHRSOH�� ,I� \RXłUH� RQH� RI�
WKHP��\RX�FDQ�EH�FRPIRUWHG�DQG�HYHQ�JLYH�WKDQNV�DQG�SUDLVH�WR�
*RG�EHFDXVH�“He rules the world in righteousness and judges the 
peoples with equity.”   

The Protection the Lord Provides
7KLV�LGHD�OHDGV�YHU\�QDWXUDOO\�WR�WKH�QH[W�WKLQJ�LQ�WKLV�SVDOP�IRU�
ZKLFK�'DYLG�SUDLVHV�*RG�DQG�WKDWłV�WKH�SURWHFWLRQ�KH�SURYLGHV�

7KH�/RUG�LV�D�UHIXJH�IRU�WKH�RSSUHVVHG�

bbbbD�VWURQJKROG�LQ�WLPHV�RI�WURXEOH�

Those who know your name trust in you,

bbbbIRU�\RX��/RUG��KDYH�QHYHU�IRUVDNHQ�WKRVH�ZKR��
� VHHN�\RX�

6LQJ�WKH�SUDLVHV�RI�WKH�/RUG��HQWKURQHG�LQ�=LRQ�

bbbbSURFODLP�DPRQJ�WKH�QDWLRQV�ZKDW�KH�KDV�GRQH�

For he who avenges blood remembers;

bbbbKH�GRHV�QRW�LJQRUH�WKH�FULHV�RI�WKH�DIĠLFWHG�

/RUG��VHH�KRZ�P\�HQHPLHV�SHUVHFXWH�PH�

bbbb+DYH�PHUF\�DQG�OLIW�PH�XS�IURP�WKH�JDWHV�RI��
 death,

WKDW�,�PD\�GHFODUH�\RXU�SUDLVHV

bbbbLQ�WKH�JDWHV�RI�'DXJKWHU�=LRQ�

bbbbDQG�WKHUH�UHMRLFH�LQ�\RXU�VDOYDWLRQ�

7KH�QDWLRQV�KDYH�IDOOHQ�LQWR�WKH�SLW�WKH\�KDYH�GXJ�

bbbbWKHLU�IHHW�DUH�FDXJKW�LQ�WKH�QHW�WKH\�KDYH�KLGGHQ�

7KH�/RUG�LV�NQRZQ�E\�KLV�DFWV�RI�MXVWLFH�

bbbbWKH�ZLFNHG�DUH�HQVQDUHG�E\�WKH�ZRUN�RI�WKHLU��
� KDQGV�

7KH�ZLFNHG�JR�GRZQ�WR�WKH�UHDOP�RI�WKH�GHDG�

bbbbDOO�WKH�QDWLRQV�WKDW�IRUJHW�*RG�

%XW�*RG�ZLOO�QHYHU�IRUJHW�WKH�QHHG\�

b b b b WKH� KRSH� RI� WKH� DIĠLFWHG� ZLOO� QHYHU� SHULVK 
� �YHUVHV��ŋ����

<RX�VHH��WKH�/RUGłV�MXGJPHQW�FXWV�ERWK�ZD\V��,WłV�D�VFDU\�WKLQJ�IRU�
WKH�RSSUHVVRU��EXW� LWłV�D�UHOLHI� IRU�WKH�RSSUHVVHG��+HłV�D�UHIXJH��
+HłV�D�VWURQJKROG��+H�GRHVQłW�LJQRUH�WKH�FULHV�RI�WKH�DIĠLFWHG��+H�
ZRQłW�IRUJHW�WKH�QHHG\��

'RHV� WKDW� LQ� DQ\�ZD\� GHVFULEH� \RX� WKLV�PRUQLQJ"�'R� \RX� IHHO�
RSSUHVVHG"�'R�\RX�IHHO�DIĠLFWHG"�$UH�\RX�WURXEOHG"�,W�FRXOG�EH�LQ�
\RXU�ZRUN�RU�PDUULDJH�RU�VRPHWKLQJ�UHJDUGLQJ�\RXU�FKLOGUHQ��,W�
FRXOG�EH�LQ�VFKRRO�RU�LQ�D�SDUWLFXODUO\�GLIğFXOW�UHODWLRQVKLS��,�ORYH�
ZKDW�KH�VD\V�LQ�YHUVH�����“Those who know your name trust in 
you...” *RG�JDYH�KLV�QDPH�WR�0RVHV�DQG�WKURXJK�KLP�WR�DOO�WKH�
-HZLVK�SHRSOH��+LV�QDPH� LV�<DKZHK�DQG� WKDW�QDPH�FRPPXQL-
FDWHV�KLV�FKDUDFWHU�DV�2QH�ZKR�LV�IRUHYHU�IDLWKIXO�WR�KLV�FRYHQDQW�
SHRSOH�� 'R� \RX� NQRZ� KLV� QDPH"� +HłV�PDGH� SURPLVHV� WR� \RX��
“I will never leave you nor forsake you.”�'R�\RX�NQRZ�KLP�DV�
IDLWKIXO�DQG�WUXH"�/RRN�ZKDW�KH�VD\V�LQ�WKH�UHVW�RI�YHUVH���� “...for 
you, Lord, have never forsaken those who seek you.”

,Q�������D�GRFXPHQWDU\�FDPH�RXW�FDOOHG�Man on Wire��,WłV�DERXW�
D� WLJKW�URSH�ZDONHU� QDPHG�3KLOLSSH� 3HWLW�� ,Q� ������ 3HWLW� KDG� D�
VHFUHW�SODQ�WR�H[WHQG�D�VWHHO�ZLUH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WZR�WRZHUV�RI�WKH�
:RUOG�7UDGH�&HQWHU�LQ�1HZ�<RUN��$IWHU�PXFK�SODQQLQJ�DQG�SUDF-
WLFH��KH�DQG�KLV�IHOORZ�FRQVSLUDWRUV�VQXFN�WR�WKH�WRS�RI�WKH�EXLOG-
LQJV��VKRW�D�ZLUH�DFURVV�WKH�YDVW�TXDUWHU�PLOH�KLJK�FDQ\RQ�WKDW�
VHSDUDWHG�WKH�WZR�7RZHUV��DQG�3HWLW�ZHQW�WR�ZRUN��:KHQ�DOO�ZDV�
VDLG�DQG�GRQH��KH�ZDV�RQ�WKH�ZLUH� IRU����PLQXWHV��7KRXVDQGV�
JDWKHUHG�EHORZ�WR�ZDWFK�KLP��2Q�HDFK�HQG�RI�WKH�ZLUH��SROLFH�
ZDLWHG��+H�PDGH�HLJKW�SDVVHV�EHIRUH�ğQDOO\�FRPLQJ�LQ�

3HWLW�QRZ�OLYHV� LQ�1HZ�<RUNłV�&DWVNLOO�0RXQWDLQV��+H�VWLOO�SUDF-
tices several hours a day. He told a Newsweek�UHSRUWHU�LW�ŃQHYHU�
RFFXUUHG�WR�PH�WR�XVH�D�VDIHW\�QHWń�ZKHQ�ZDONLQJ�WKH�ZLUH��+H�
DGGHG�� Ń,�QHYHU� IDOO��%XW�\HV�� ,�KDYH� ODQGHG�RQ� WKH�HDUWK�PDQ\��
PDQ\�WLPHV�ń�

:KDW� DQ� LQWHUHVWLQJ� VWDWHPHQW�� ,WłV� D� SUHWW\� JRRG� ZD\� RI� GH-
VFULELQJ�WKH�EHOLHYHUłV�H[SHULHQFH�LQ�WURXEOH��:H�QHYHU�IDOO��EXW�
ZH�ODQG�RQ�WKH�HDUWK�PDQ\�WLPHV��,WłV�QRW�WKDW�EDG�WKLQJV�QHYHU�
KDSSHQ�WR�XV��ZH�DOO�NQRZ�WKH\�GR��%XW�ZH�KDYH�WKLV�SURPLVH��“...
for you, Lord, have never forsaken those who seek you.” 'DYLG�
LV�VD\LQJ��Ń7KRVH�ZKR�VHHN�\RX�ZLOO�QHYHU�IDOO��:H�PD\�ODQG�RQ�
HDUWK�PDQ\�WLPHV��EXW�ZHłOO�QHYHU�IDOO�ń�

The Prayers the Lord Receives
:HłYH�VHHQ�WKH�SUDLVH�WKH�/RUG�GHVHUYHV��WKH�SRZHU�WKH�/RUG�GLV-
SOD\V��WKH�SURWHFWLRQ�WKH�/RUG�SURYLGHV��)LQDOO\��'DYLG�HQGV�WKLV�
3VDOP�ZLWK�D�SUD\HU�LQ�YHUVHV���ŋ���

$ULVH��/RUG��GR�QRW�OHW�PRUWDOV�WULXPSK�

bbbbOHW�WKH�QDWLRQV�EH�MXGJHG�LQ�\RXU�SUHVHQFH�

Strike them with terror, Lord;

bbbbOHW�WKH�QDWLRQV�NQRZ�WKH\�DUH�RQO\�PRUWDO�

,Q�3VDOP���ZH� OHDUQHG�RI� WKH�GLJQLW\�RI�PDQ��'DYLG� VDLG��“You 
have crowned him with glory and honor,” but here he reminds 
XV�ZHłUH�PHUH�PRUWDOV��“Do not let mortals triumph... Let the 
nations know they are only mortal.” This is the fundamental 
SUREOHP�ZLWK�SHRSOH�WRGD\ŌZH�GRQłW�UHDOO\�XQGHUVWDQG�ZHłUH�
MXVW�PRUWDOV�� *RG� FHUWDLQO\� NQRZV� LW�� ,Q� 3VDOP� ������ŋ��� WKH�
SVDOPLVW�VD\V��“For he knows how we are formed, he remembers 



7KLV�PHVVDJH�IURP�6FULSWXUH�ZDV�SUHDFKHG�RQ�6XQGD\��6HSWHPEHU���������DW�&HQWUDO�3HQLQVXOD�&KXUFK
�����6KHOO�%RXOHYDUG�_�)RVWHU�&LW\�&$�������_��������������_�ZZZ�FSFZHE�RUJ��$GGLWLRQDO�FRSLHV�DYDLODEOH�RQ�UHTXHVW�
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WKDW�ZH�DUH�GXVW��7KH�OLIH�RI�PRUWDOV�LV�OLNH�JUDVV��WKH\�ĠRXULVK�
OLNH�D�ĠRZHU�RI�WKH�ğHOG��WKH�ZLQG�EORZV�RYHU�LW�DQG�LW�LV�JRQH��
and its place remembers it no more.”�*RG�NQRZV�LW��7KH�SUREOHP�
LV� VR�RIWHQ�ZH�GRQłW�DOZD\V�NQRZ� LW��6RPHRQH�ZURWH�� Ń:H�DUH�
DOZD\V�FRPSODLQLQJ�WKDW�RXU�GD\V�DUH�IHZ�DQG�DFWLQJ�DV�WKRXJK�
WKHUH�ZRXOG�EH�QR�HQG�RI�WKHP�ń

,WłV� OLNH�WKH�JX\�ZKR�ZHQW� LQ�IRU�KLV�DQQXDO�FKHFNXS�DQG�JRW�D�
SKRQH�FDOO�IURP�KLV�GRFWRU�D�FRXSOH�RI�GD\V�ODWHU��7KH�GRFWRU�VDLG��
Ń,łP�DIUDLG�,�KDYH�VRPH�EDG�QHZV�IRU�\RX�ń

Ń:KDWłV�WKH�QHZV"ń�WKH�PDQ�DVNHG��

Ń:HOO��\RX�KDYH�RQO\����KRXUV�WR�OLYH�ń

Ń7KDW�LV�EDG�QHZV�ń�VDLG�WKH�VKRFNHG�SDWLHQW�

Ń,łP�DIUDLG�,�KDYH�HYHQ�ZRUVH�QHZV�ń�WKH�GRFWRU�FRQWLQXHG�

Ń:KDW�FRXOG�EH�ZRUVH�WKDQ�WKDW"ń�WKH�SDWLHQW�VWDPPHUHG�

7KH�GRFWRU�UHSOLHG��Ń,łYH�EHHQ�WU\LQJ�WR�FDOO�\RX�VLQFH�\HVWHUGD\�ń

,WłV�D�JRRG�WKLQJ�IRU�XV�DOO�WR�EH�UHPLQGHG�RI�RXU�RZQ�PRUWDOLW\��
-DPHV�ZURWH��“You do not know what your life will be like to-
morrow. You are just a vapor that appears for a little while 
and then vanishes away”� �-DPHV� ������� ,WłV� LURQLF� WKDW� 6WHYH�
-REV�SUHDFKHG�WKH�VDPH�WKLQJ�� ,Q�D�FRPPHQFHPHQW�DGGUHVV�DW�
6WDQIRUG�LQ������KH�VDLG��Ń5HPHPEHULQJ�WKDW�,łOO�EH�GHDG�VRRQ�LV�
WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�WRRO�,łYH�HYHU�HQFRXQWHUHG�WR�KHOS�PH�PDNH�
WKH�ELJ�FKRLFHV� LQ� OLIH��%HFDXVH�DOPRVW�HYHU\WKLQJŌDOO�H[WHUQDO�
H[SHFWDWLRQV�� DOO� SULGH�� DOO� IHDU� RI� HPEDUUDVVPHQW� RU� IDLOXUHŌ
WKHVH�WKLQJV�MXVW�IDOO�DZD\�LQ�WKH�IDFH�RI�GHDWK��OHDYLQJ�RQO\�ZKDW�
LV�WUXO\�LPSRUWDQW�ń�

$W�WKH�RXWVHW�RI�::,,��ZKHQ�*UHDW�%ULWDLQ�ZDV�EHLQJ�ERPEHG�
DQG�GHIHQGLQJ�LWVHOI�DJDLQVW�1D]L�*HUPDQ\��&�6��/HZLV�SUHDFKHG�
D�VHUPRQ�DW�KLV�FKXUFK�LQ�2[IRUG��+H�VDLG��Ń:DU�GRHV�GR�VRPH-
WKLQJ�WR�GHDWK��,W�IRUFHV�XV�WR�UHPHPEHU�LW��7KH�RQO\�UHDVRQ�ZK\�
WKH�FDQFHU�DW����RU�WKH�SDUDO\VLV�DW����GR�QRW�ERWKHU�XV�LV�WKDW�ZH�
IRUJHW�WKHP��:DU�PDNHV�GHDWK�UHDO�WR�XV��DQG�WKDW�ZRXOG�KDYH�
EHHQ�UHJDUGHG�DV�RQH�RI�LWV�EOHVVLQJV�E\�PRVW�RI�WKH�&KULVWLDQV�RI�
WKH�SDVW��7KH\�WKRXJKW�LW�JRRG�IRU�XV�WR�EH�DOZD\V�DZDUH�RI�RXU�
PRUWDOLW\��,�DP�LQFOLQHG�WR�WKLQN�WKH\�ZHUH�ULJKW��$OO�WKH�DQLPDO�
OLIH� LQ�XV��DOO�VFKHPHV�RI�KDSSLQHVV�WKDW�FHQWHUHG�LQ�WKLV�ZRUOG��
ZHUH� DOZD\V� GRRPHG� WR� D� ğQDO� IUXVWUDWLRQ�� ,Q� RUGLQDU\� WLPHV�
RQO\�D�ZLVH�PDQ�FDQ�UHDOL]H�LW��1RZ�WKH�VWXSLGHVW�RI�XV�NQRZV��
:H�VHH�XQPLVWDNDEO\�WKH�VRUW�RI�XQLYHUVH�LQ�ZKLFK�ZH�KDYH�DOO�
DORQJ�EHHQ� OLYLQJ�� DQG�PXVW� FRPH� WR� WHUPV�ZLWK� LW�� ,I�ZH�KDG�
IRROLVK�XQ�&KULVWLDQ�KRSHV�DERXW�KXPDQ�FXOWXUH��WKH\�DUH�QRZ�
VKDWWHUHG��,I�ZH�WKRXJKW�ZH�ZHUH�EXLOGLQJ�XS�D�KHDYHQ�RQ�HDUWK��
LI�ZH� ORRNHG�IRU�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�ZRXOG�WXUQ�WKH�SUHVHQW�ZRUOG�

IURP�D�SODFH�RI�SLOJULPDJH�LQWR�D�SHUPDQHQW�FLW\�VDWLVI\LQJ�WKH�
VRXO�RI�PDQ��ZH�DUH�GLVLOOXVLRQHG��DQG�QRW�D�PRPHQW�WRR�VRRQ�ń

5HDOO\��WKDWłV�ZKDW�'DYLG�LV�SUD\LQJ�KHUH��/HW�WKHVH�SHRSOH�ZKR�
VWUXW�DURXQG�DQG�WKLQN�WKH\�FDQ�OLYH�WKHLU�OLYHV�DSDUW�IURP�*RG�
EH�VWUXFN�ZLWK�WHUURU��'RQłW�OHW�WKHVH�SHRSOH�WULXPSK�ZKR�WKLQN�
WKH\�FDQ�EXLOG�D�FLW\�WKDW�VDWLVğHV�WKH�VRXO�RI�PDQ�LQGHSHQGHQW�
IURP�WKHLU�&UHDWRU��7KDWłV�KLV�SUD\HU�DQG�LW�VKRXOG�EH�RXU�SUD\HU�
DV�ZHOO��

7KLV� PRUQLQJ� RQ� HDFK� RI� RXU� FDPSXVHV� ZHłUH� FRPLQJ� WR� WKH�
/RUGłV�7DEOH��,łYH�EHHQ�WKLQNLQJ�DERXW�KRZ�SRLJQDQW�WKLV�SVDOP�
LV�DV� LW� UHODWHV� WR�ZKDW� WKH�&RPPXQLRQ� WDEOH� LV�DOO�DERXW��7KLV�
KDV�RIWHQ�EHHQ�FDOOHG�WKH�(XFKDULVW��ZKLFK�PHDQV�WKDQNVJLYLQJ��
3VDOP���EHJDQ�ZLWK�SUDLVH�DQG�WKDQNVJLYLQJ��:H�KDYH�HYHQ�PRUH�
FDXVH�WR�RIIHU�*RG�SUDLVH�DQG�WKDQNVJLYLQJ�WKDQ�'DYLG�GLG�EH-
FDXVH�ZH�KDYH�EHIRUH�XV�V\PEROV�RI�WKH�ERG\�RI�&KULVW�EURNHQ�IRU�
XV��,W�UHDOO\�GRHVQłW�PDWWHU�ZKDWłV�JRLQJ�RQ�LQ�RXU�OLIH��ZH�DOZD\V�
have this to thank him for. 

1RW�RQO\�WKDW��WKH�&RPPXQLRQ�WDEOH�LV�D�V\PERO�RI�*RGłV�SRZHU�
RYHU�RXU�HQHPLHV��1RW�ORQJ�EHIRUH�KH�ZDV�FUXFLğHG��-HVXV�VDLG�WR�
KLV�GLVFLSOHV��“Now judgment is upon this world; now the ruler 
of this world will be cast out”��-RKQ���������+H�ZDV�WDONLQJ�DERXW�
RXU� XOWLPDWH� HQHP\Ō6DWDQ��+LV� QDPH�PHDQV�adversary or ac-
cuser. The death of Jesus defeated him; silenced him. Paul says 
WKURXJK�KLV�GHDWK��“He forgave us all our sins, having canceled 
the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against us and 
condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross. And 
having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public 
spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross”� �&RO��
����Eŋ����� ,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��*RGłV� ODZ�QR� ORQJHU� FDQ�FRQGHPQ�
XV��EHFDXVH�&KULVW�KDV�FDQFHOHG�RXU�GHEW��WKXV�6DWDQ�KDV�QR�PRUH�
grounds to accuse us.

1RW�RQO\�WKDW��MXVW�DV�ZH�VHH�LQ�WKLV�SVDOP��WKHUHłV�SURWHFWLRQ�IRU�
WKRVH�ZKR�SXW�WKHLU�WUXVW�LQ�KLP�DQG�KLP�DORQH��7KLV�WDEOH�LV�WKH�
XOWLPDWH�SODFH�RI�UHIXJH��7KLV�WDEOH�LV�D�VWURQJKROG�OLNH�QR�RWKHU��
7KRVH�ZKR�DUH�EHDWHQ�GRZQ�DQG�ZHDU\�IURP�VLQ�DQG�D�VHQVH�RI�
FRQGHPQDWLRQ�EHIRUH�*RG�FDQ�UXQ�WR�WKLV�WDEOH�DQG�ğQG�SURWHF-
WLRQ��UHVW�DQG�VDIHW\��7KRVH�ZKR�DUH�JULSSHG�ZLWK�D�VHQVH�RI�WKHLU�
RZQ�IUDLOW\��WKRVH�ZKR�NQRZ�WKH\łUH�EXW�D�YDSRU�FDQ�FRPH�WR�WKLV�
WDEOH�DQG�ğQG�HYHUODVWLQJ�OLIH��7KDWłV�ZK\�ZH�FDQ�SUDLVH�DQG�JLYH�
thanks in the midst of our enemies. 

 

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


