
When was the last time you said to yourself, “I am glorious?” 
What would you say if I told you that Psalm 8 says you have been 
crowned with glory? Is that hard to believe? Do you believe that 
you deserve such a description? 

Today as we look at Psalm 8, I’m going to show you how there 
is a crown of glory bestowed on you when the Majestic Lord is 
known. 

Lord, our Lord,

  how majestic is your name in all the earth!

� <RX�KDYH�VHW�\RXU�JORU\bLQ�WKH�KHDYHQV�

Through the praise of children and infants

 you have established a stronghold against your  
 enemies,

� bWR�VLOHQFH�WKH�IRH�DQG�WKH�DYHQJHU�

:KHQ� ,� FRQVLGHU� \RXU�KHDYHQV�b WKH�ZRUN�RI� \RXU�
ğQJHUV��

� WKH�PRRQ�DQG�WKH�VWDUV�bZKLFK�\RX�KDYH�VHW�LQ��
 place,

� ZKDW�LV�PDQNLQG�WKDW�\RX�DUH�PLQGIXO�RI���
� WKHP�bKXPDQ�EHLQJV�WKDW�\RX�FDUH�IRU�WKHP"

You have made them a little lower than the an-
JHOVbDQG�FURZQHG�WKHP�ZLWK�JORU\�DQG�KRQRU�

<RX� PDGH� WKHP� UXOHUV� RYHU� WKH� ZRUNV� RI� \RXU�
KDQGV�b\RX�SXW�HYHU\WKLQJ�XQGHU�WKHLU�IHHW�

� DOO�ĠRFNV�DQG�KHUGV�bDQG�WKH�DQLPDOV�RI�WKH�ZLOG�

� WKH�ELUGV�LQ�WKH�VN\�bDQG�WKH�ğVK�LQ�WKH�VHD�bDOO��
� WKDW�VZLP�WKH�SDWKV�RI�WKH�VHDV�

/RUG��RXU� /RUG�bKRZ�PDMHVWLF� LV� \RXU�QDPH� LQ�DOO�
the earth!

Psalm 8 begins with a verse that’s been made famous through 
hymn writers and singer Michael W Smith in the 1980’s. “LORD, 
our Lord, How majestic is your name in all the earth! You have 
set your glory in the heavens” (v. 1). 

6SHFLğFDOO\�� /25'��RXU�/RUG� LV� WUDQVODWHG� -HKRYDK��RXU�$GRQDL��
PHDQLQJ�WKH�JUHDW�*RG�RI�HYHU\WKLQJ��WKH�2QH�ZH�DUH�VXEPLV-
sive to. 

3HWHU�/LN�LV�D�VHOI�WDXJKW�$XVWUDOLDQ�ODQGVFDSH�SKRWRJUDSKHU��,Q�
'HFHPEHU�������KLV�SKRWRJUDSK�Ń2QHń�VROG�IRU�������������2Q�
May 3, 2011 “Ghost” was inducted into an exhibition of nature 
photography at the Smithsonian Institution National Museum 
of Natural History. In March 2011 Peter starred in a reality TV 

show called From the Edge with Peter Lik. His photos reveal the 
majesty of God.

In verse 3 it says, ŃZLWK�\RXU�ğQJHUV�\RX�PDGH�WKH�KHDYHQV�ń That 
means he did it easily. It was so easy for him he didn’t even have 
WR�XVH�KLV�ZKROH�KDQG�RU�DQ�DUP��MXVW�KLV�ğQJHUV��*RG�LV�PDMHVWLF�

:KHQ� ,� FRQVLGHU� \RXU�KHDYHQV�� WKH�ZRUN�RI� \RXU�
ğQJHUV�� WKH�PRRQ�DQG� WKH� VWDUV��ZKLFK� \RX�KDYH�
VHW�LQ�SODFH�

In verses 7–8 it says “with your hands you made the animals and 
ğVK�ń�7KLV�PDGH�PH�WKLQN�RI�P\�UHFHQW�ğVKLQJ�WULS�WR�&DQDGD��
5HPHPEHU� ,� WROG�\RX� ,�KDG�KLJK�H[SHFWDWLRQV� IRU�FDWFKLQJ� ORWV�
RI�ğVK��,�EURXJKW�VRPH�SKRWRV��+HUH�LV�RQH�RI�0LFKDHOłV�ğVK��1RW�
very majestic, is it? Now here’s one of mine—now that’s ma-
MHVWLF��,Q�WKH�KDQGLZRUN�DQG�FUHDWLYLW\�RI�DQLPDOV�DQG�ğVK�ZH�FDQ�
see the majesty of God’s creation.  

$OO�ĠRFNV�DQG�KHUGV��DQG�WKH�DQLPDOV�RI�WKH�ZLOG��
WKH�ELUGV�LQ�WKH�VN\��DQG�WKH�ğVK�LQ�WKH�VHD��DOO�WKDW�
VZLP�WKH�SDWKV�RI�WKH�VHD��

What does the word “majestic” mean? Lofty dignity, grand, su-
perior to mundane matters. The Hotel Majestic in San Francisco 
LV� WLPHOHVV� HOHJDQFH�� VRSKLVWLFDWHG� VHUYLFH�� 5RPDQFH� WKULYHV� DW�
the Hotel Majestic. We reserve the use of the word majestic for 
something truly spectacular. When Psalm 8 describes the cre-
ation of God, his creation is described as majestic because he is 
majestic. He stands alone, outside creation, as the truly glorious, 
holy and perfect being. 

In light of the majesty and the wonder and the glory and the 
holiness of God, what’s the place of mankind in everything? It’s 
a fair question, isn’t it? When we look at the amazing, diverse, 
XQLTXH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�*RG��ZKHUH�GR�ZH�ğW�LQ"�

This is one of the central questions of life: Who are you and how 
do you know? The answer to this question swings from extreme 
to extreme. Some people think way too much of themselves. 
They think their opinion, instead of God’s, is the best. We all 
know people like this: 

      -- The co-worker who always asserts their opinion 

      -- The boss who bosses but never listens 

      -- The spouse who criticizes 

      -- The parent who always knows best 

���������7KH�ğVKHUPDQ�ZKR�FDXJKW�WKH�ELJJHVW�ğVK
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These are all examples of people who think way too much of 
themselves. 

This last week I was talking with a surgeon in our church—
-RH� 5REHUVRQŌZKR� RSHUDWHV� RQ� WKH� EUDLQ�� WKH� LQQHU� HDU� DQG�
the skull. He was telling me how different he was from fellow 
surgeons because of his faith in God. It’s most common for a 
surgeon to think too much of themselves. In fact, they think of 
WKHPVHOYHV�DV�JRG�OLNH��$V�D�&KULVWLDQ��-RH�UHFRJQL]HV�WKDW�WKHUH�
is a Majestic God and he is not it. Perhaps you know someone 
who thinks too much of themselves. Perhaps you think too much 
of yourself. 

2Q� WKH�RWKHU�HQG�RI� WKLV�H[WUHPH�� LQ� FRQWUDVW� WR� WKLV�JURXS�RI�
people are people who think way too little of themselves. They 
think they offer next to nothing helpful to others or the world. 
We all know people like this: 

      -- The co-worker who’s tearing themselves down all the time 

      -- The boss who’s so insecure they never give direction 

      -- The spouse who’s lost himself in self-pity 

  -- The parent who questions every rule and lacks the 
 fortitude to enforce the ones that exist 

These people have a voice that whispers in their ear, “You are 
dumb. You’re a failure. You’re worthless.” 

I bet all of us can relate to both of these extremes to some degree. 
There have been many times when I was completely sold on my 
opinion; at times when I’ve struggled with self-doubt. What’s 
the answer? Who are we and how do we know? In attempts 
WR�ğQG�DQ�DQVZHU�LI�ZH�RQO\�ORRN�DW�RQH�DQRWKHU�DQG�RXUVHOYHV�
we’re like a balloon blowing in the wind, shifting according to 
our immediate circumstances. 

With all of God’s majestic creation in mind verse 4 says, “What 
is mankind that you are mindful of them, human beings that 
you care for them?”  The crucial question, “what is man,” occurs 
elsewhere in the scriptures. “LORD, what are human beings that 
you care for them, mere mortals that you think of them?” (Psalm 
144:3); “What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a 
little while and then vanishes”��-DPHV��������“What is mankind 
that you make so much of them, that you give them so much at-
tention?”��-RE�������

Thankfully Psalm 8 answers this question in a very surprising 
way in verses 5–6.

You have made them a little lower than the angels 
DQG�FURZQHG�WKHP�ZLWK�JORU\�DQG�KRQRU��

<RX� PDGH� WKHP� UXOHUV� RYHU� WKH� ZRUNV� RI� \RXU�
KDQGV��\RX�SXW�HYHU\WKLQJ�XQGHU�WKHLU�IHHW�

In answer to the question, “Who are you and how do you know?” 
*RG�DQVZHUV��Ń$OWKRXJK�\RX�DUH�PHUH�VSHFNV�LQ�P\�XQLYHUVH��\RX�

KDYH�EHHQ�FUHDWHG�ZLWK�D� VLJQLğFDQFH�DQG�KRQRU�DERYH�HYHU\-
thing else that’s been created.” 

David makes this point in two striking ways in these verses. First, 
he uses the word glory when he says in verse 5, “We have been 
FURZQHG�ZLWK�JORU\�ń�This word glory is the same word used to 
describe God himself in verse 1, “You have set your glory in the 
KHDYHQV�ń�Secondly, David emphasizes the importance of man-
kind by speaking in verse 6 of his role as ruler over the world and 
LWV� FUHDWXUHV�� 5XOH� LV� QRUPDOO\� VRPHWKLQJ� DVFULEHG� WR�*RG� DQG�
here it’s saying that God is sharing this rule with us. 

&DQ�ZH�MXVW�SDXVH�IRU�D�PRPHQW�WR�FRQWHPSODWH�WKLV"�*RG�KDV�
a glory that is spectacular, so breathtaking that he is described 
as majestic. So vast that with all the advances in science and 
medicine and art, we are barely scratching the surface of under-
VWDQGLQJ�KLV�FUHDWLRQ��$QG�KLV�UXOH�LV�FRPSOHWH��7KHUH�LV�QR�RQH��
HYHU�ZKR�HVFDSHV�KLV�VRYHUHLJQ�UXOH��$QG�*RG�KDV�FURZQHG�\RX�
with his glory and made you a ruler. 

&RQVLGHU�WKH�LPSOLFDWLRQV�RI�WKLV��:KLOH�ZH�DUH�QRWKLQJ�LQ�FRP-
parison to God, we are also the most important creation that 
God has made. If this is true, why is there so much despair in 
the world? Why are there people overly prideful? Why is anyone 
confused about his or her identity? It seems that we don’t have 
glory. It seems that we don’t really rule over much. 

The theme of confusion and pointlessness is prominent in the hit 
song, Some Nights by the band Fun. This song hit #3 in Billboard’s 
Top 100 and hit #1 in the United Kingdom. Listen to these lyrics 
and consider how confused this singer is.  

 Some nights, I stay up cashing in my bad luck. 

 Some nights, I call it a draw. 

 Some nights, I wish that my lips could build a castle 

 Some nights, I wish they’d just fall off 

 But I still wake up, I still see your ghost 

� 2K�/RUG��,łP�VWLOO�QRW�VXUH�ZKDW�,�VWDQG�IRU�RK�

 What do I stand for? What do I stand for? 

 Most nights, I don’t know anymore... oh woah, oh   
 woah, oh woah oh oh. 

� 2K�ZRDK��RK�ZRDK��RK�ZRDK�RK�RK

In concerts, crowds of thousands will boisterously sing this song. 
It’s like their anthem that resonates with their souls. “What do I 
stand for? What do I stand for? Most nights, I don’t know any-
more.” How does this attitude of futility and hopelessness rec-
oncile with the truths of Psalm 8? How can verse 5 say that we 
are crowned with glory and honor? How can verse 6 say that we 
UXOH�RYHU�DOO�FUHDWLRQ"�$QG�\HW��VR�PDQ\�H[SHULHQFH�WKH�RSSRVLWH"



7KH�DQVZHU� LV�VDG�DQG�VREHULQJ��$OWKRXJK�*RG�PDGH�PDQNLQG�
in his image and crowned us with his glory and shared his ruling 
power with us, men and women turned their backs on God. 
Mankind indeed was crowned with glory and honor at creation. 
He was given dominion over the earth. But the entrance of sin 
turned the tables, placing man under a curse. That curse is ex-
perienced through death, destruction, deceit and an utter hope-
lessness in our souls. Sin works as a block against the glory and 
honor God gave mankind. Sin works as a block against the rule 
that God gave mankind. So in order to regain these, sin and the 
curse from sin must be eliminated. 

Before I talk about the implications of this on our lives today, 
let’s gaze into the future and think about a time when sin will 
EH� FRPSOHWHO\� HOLPLQDWHG�� $W� WKH� HQG� RI� WLPH��ZKHQ� -HVXV� UH-
WXUQV�KH�ZLOO�FRPSOHWHO\�HOLPLQDWH�VLQ��5HYHODWLRQ����WHOOV�XV�WKDW�
GHDWK�DQG�KHOO�ZLOO�EH�WKURZQ�LQWR�WKH�ODNH�RI�ğUH�DQG�GHVWUR\HG�
IRUHYHU��$W�WKDW�WLPH��WKH�IXOO�PDMHVW\�DQG�JORU\�DQG�KROLQHVV�RI�
*RG�ZLOO�EH�VHHQ��ZLWKRXW�ğOWHU��(YHU\RQH�ZKR�FDOOV�-HVXV�&KULVW�
their Savior will experience the full glory and honor that God 
bestowed on mankind at creation. That will be an amazing time. 

Until that time, we’re living under the curse of sin. This curse has 
robbed us of our glory and honor and muddled our role as rulers. 
%XW� LWłV� WKURXJK� D� UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK� -HVXV�&KULVW� WKDW� D� SHUVRQ�
can partially undo the effects of this curse. It’s only through a 
UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK� -HVXV� &KULVW� WKDW� ZH� FDQ� NQRZ� WKH�0DMHVWLF�
*RG�RI�WKH�XQLYHUVH��,WłV�RQO\�WKURXJK�D�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�-HVXV�
&KULVW�WKDW�ZH�FDQ�NQRZ�ZKR�ZH�DUH�DQG�ZKDW�ZH�ZHUH�GHVLJQHG�
IRU��,WłV�RQO\�WKURXJK�D�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�-HVXV�&KULVW�WKDW�ZH�FDQ�
know what being crowned with glory and honor is like. 

'RHVQłW� WKDW� VRXQG� DPD]LQJ"� $� UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK� -HVXV� &KULVW�
remedies all of that. Then why do so many reject a relationship 
with him? I think the answer is hinted at in verse 2.

Through the praise of children and infants you 
have established a stronghold against your en-
HPLHV��WR�VLOHQFH�WKH�IRH�DQG�WKH�DYHQJHU�

In this verse children and infants are praising God. This seems 
to be a disconnected concept to include in a Psalm about God’s 
majesty and the questions of mankind’s identity. But it is con-
QHFWHG��&KLOGUHQ�DUH�RIWHQ�XVHG� LQ� VFULSWXUH� WR� VHUYH�DV�DQ�H[-
ample to adults of how to know God. While adults are trying to 
ğJXUH�HYHU\WKLQJ�RXW�RQ�WKHLU�RZQ��FKLOGUHQ�ZLOO�TXLFNO\�WXUQ�WR�
someone else for help. While adults are sure about their inde-
SHQGHQFH��D�FKLOGłV�HQWLUH�H[LVWHQFH� LV�GHğQHG�E\�EHLQJ�GHSHQ-
dent on someone else. 

God is telling us in verse 2 that if you want to experience the ma-
jestic creator God of the universe, if you want to partially reclaim 

your glory and honor, then be like a child. Look to him for help. 
Stop living independently and lean on him. This bristles against 
our pride and attempts at being independent. 

Let me close with a story. I showed you some pictures earlier of 
P\�&DQDGLDQ�ğVKLQJ�WULS��7KH�IXOOHU�VWRU\�RI�WKDW�WULS�LV�WKDW�ZH�
GLGQłW�FDWFK�YHU\�PDQ\�ğVK��,W�ZDV�IUXVWUDWLQJ�DQG�GLVDSSRLQWLQJ��
2Q�RXU�ğUVW� GD\�� DIWHU� VWDQGLQJ� DQG� FDVWLQJ� IRU� VHYHQ�KRXUV�� ,�
still hadn’t caught a keeper. I was tired and my back was sore so I 
went to the boat to lie down. While I was lying down our guide, 
+DQV��JRW�D�ğVK�RQ�KLV�OLQH��D�JRRG�RQH��(YHU\RQH�ZDV�H[FLWHG��,�
ZDVQłW��:KR�FDUHV� LI�+DQV�FDWFKHV�D�ğVK"� ,�ZDQW� WR�FDWFK�RQH��
I decided the polite thing to do was to walk down there to be 
SDUW�RI�WKH�H[SHULHQFH��3HRSOH�ZHUH�WDNLQJ�SLFWXUHV�ZLWK�WKH�ğVK��
We started texting the pictures out, creating the illusion to our 
IULHQGV�DQG�IDPLO\�WKDW�ZH�FDXJKW�WKH�ğVK��7KHQ�+DQV�VDLG�WR�PH��
Ń7KLV�ğVK�LV�IRU�\RX�ń�

I told him, “Thank you but you don’t have to do that. You caught 
it.” He insisted. So I accepted, but I wasn’t excited.

$W�WKH�YHU\�HQG�RI�WKH�GD\�,�ZDV�ZRQGHULQJ�ZK\�,�ZDVQłW�PRUH�H[-
cited about taking home a great Spring Salmon. You know what 
bothered me? I didn’t catch it myself. The whole point of the trip 
ZDV�WR�FDWFK�P\�RZQ�ğVK��,�ZDV�D�FRPSOHWH�IDLOXUH�DQG�WKH�RQO\�
ğVK�,�KDG�ZDV�D�JLIW�IURP�VRPHRQH�HOVH��,�GLGQłW�ZDQW�KLV�JLIW��,�
ZDQWHG�P\�RZQ�ğVK��,�GLGQłW�ZDQW�WR�EH�D�FKDULW\�FDVH��,�ZDQWHG�
to earn it myself. That’s what was bothering me. 

$QG�WKHQ�LW�KLW�PH��7KDWłV�MXVW�OLNH�WKH�ORYH�WKDW�-HVXV�RIIHUV��(DFK�
person is a complete failure and the only salvation comes as a 
JLIW�IURP�-HVXV��(DFK�RI�XV�WULHV�WR�HDUQ�WKLV�LQ�YDULRXV�ZD\V�EXW�
we’re striving vainly. 

You can try to do life on your own but it will never happen. You 
FDQ�WU\�WR�ğJXUH�RXW�\RXU�SXUSRVH�RQ�\RXU�RZQ�EXW�LW�ZLOO�QHYHU�
happen. You can try to build your own glory but it will never 
happen. You only experience all of this amazing stuff through 
D�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�-HVXV��$QG�WKH�ğUVW�VWHS�WR�NQRZLQJ�-HVXV�LV�
admitting you are completely dependent on him doing all the 
ZRUN�IRU�\RX��+DYH�\RX�GRQH�WKLV"�+DYH�\RX�WXUQHG�WR�-HVXV"�$UH�
\RX�WU\LQJ�GHVSHUDWHO\�WR�ğQG�\RXU�LGHQWLW\�RQ�\RXU�RZQ"�,Q�\RXU�
FDUHHU"� ,Q�\RXU�PDUULDJH"�<RX�ZLOO�QHYHU�ğQG� LW� WKHUH��:H�FDQ�
only understand our inherent glory and honor by submitting to 
D�JORULRXV�*RG��-HVXV�&KULVW��

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.
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