
We’re continuing our study today in the book of Psalms. We’ve 
ZRUNHG�RXU�ZD\�WKURXJK�WKH�ğUVW�ğYH�SVDOPV�DQG�WRGD\�ZH�FRPH�
WR�3VDOP����3VDOP���LV�DQRWKHU�SUD\HU�DWWULEXWHG�WR�.LQJ�'DYLG��
2QH�RI� WKH� WKLQJV� ,�KRSH�ZHłUH� OHDUQLQJ� WRJHWKHU� LQ� WKLV� VWXG\�
LV� KRZ� WR� UHDOO\� SUD\�� /HDUQLQJ� WR� SUD\� LV� NLQG� RI� OLNH� OHDUQLQJ�
language. Babies come into the world with strong desires and 
QHHGV��7KH\łUH�YHU\�FDSDEOH�RI�H[SUHVVLQJ�WKHP�LQ�JUXQWV��JXUJOHV��
VTXHDOV�DQG�VREV��EXW�\RX�FDQłW�UHDOO\�FDOO�WKDW�ODQJXDJH��,W�ZRXOG�
be tragic if at the age of 18 that was still the way they communi-
cated. It would be even worse if at age 18 they were still asking 
for the things they wanted when they were four months old! But 
ZKDW�KDSSHQV�DV�D�FKLOG�JURZV"�7KH\�OHDUQ�ODQJXDJH��7KDW�KDS-
SHQV�DV�WKH\�WDNH�LQ�DQG�OLVWHQ�WR�WKH�VRXQGV�WKHLU�SDUHQWV�PDNH�
DQG�PLPLF�WKHP��(YHQWXDOO\��WKH\�DWWDFK�PHDQLQJ�WR�ZRUGV�DQG�
ZHDYH�ZRUGV� WRJHWKHU� LQWR� VHQWHQFHV�� $V� WKH\� OHDUQ� ODQJXDJH��
WKHLU�SHUVSHFWLYH�RQ�WKH�ZRUOG�FKDQJHV��/DQJXDJH�VKDSHV�XV��DQG�
ZH�XVH�ODQJXDJH�WR�VKDSH�RWKHUV�

,Q�VRPH�ZD\V��OHDUQLQJ�WR�SUD\�LV�OLNH�WKDW��,W�EHJLQV�ZLWK�XV�EHLQJ�
DEOH�WR�KHDU�*RG�DQG�OLVWHQ�WR�*RG��*RG�VSHDNV�WR�XV�WKURXJK�KLV�
ZRUG��EXW�WKHQ�ZH�KDYH�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�VSHDN�EDFN�WR�*RG�
DQG�WKDWłV�FDOOHG�SUD\HU��2XU�SUD\HUV�DUH�VKDSHG�E\�WKH�:RUG�RI�
*RG�� %RQKRHIIHU� RQFH� VDLG�� Ń7KH� ULFKQHVV� RI� WKH�ZRUG� RI�*RG�
RXJKW� WR�GHWHUPLQH�RXU�SUD\HU��QRW� WKH�SRYHUW\�RI�RXU�KHDUW�ń�
6R�ZKHQ�ZH�SUD\�WKH�SVDOPV��LWłV�OLNH�ZHłUH�OHDUQLQJ�*RGłV�ODQ-
JXDJH��ZHłUH�OHDUQLQJ�WR�SUD\�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�*RGłV�ZRUG�WR�XV��/LNH�
QR�RWKHU�ERRN�RI�WKH�%LEOH��WKH�SVDOPV�DUH�ERWK�*RGłV�ZRUG�WR�
XV�DQG�RXU�ZRUG�WR�*RG��(YHQ�-HVXV�SUD\HG�WKH�SVDOPV��6HYHUDO�
WLPHV� DV� -HVXV� KXQJ� RQ� WKH� FURVV� KH� SUD\HG� WKH� SVDOPV�� “My 
God, my God...” is a quote from Psalm 22:1. “Father, into your 
hands...” is from Psalm 31:5. 

/HWłV�IDFH�LW��ZKHQ�\RX�RSHQ�WKH�3VDOPV�DQG�VWDUW�WU\LQJ�WR�SUD\�
WKHP�\RX�GLVFRYHU�VRPH�RI�WKHP�DUH�KDUG�WR�SUD\��$JDLQ��LWłV�OLNH�
ZHłUH� OHDUQLQJ� D� QHZ� ODQJXDJH�� 7KHUH� DUH� SVDOPV� WKDW� H[SUHVV�
WKLQJV�,�FDQłW�UHODWH�WR��,Q�3VDOP������'DYLG�SUD\V��“Vindicate me, 
Lord, for I have led a blameless life...” ,�KDYH�D�KDUG�WLPH�SUD\LQJ�
WKDW��,�KDYHQłW�OHG�D�EODPHOHVV�OLIH��2U�KRZ�DERXW�ZKHQ�KH�SUD\V�
his enemies would be “blotted out of the book of life” (Ps. 69:28). 
,�KDYH�SUD\HG�that one a few times!

%XW�PRVW� RI� XV� OLNH� WR� SLFN� DQG� FKRRVH� RXU� SVDOPV��:H� UHDG�
WKH�SVDOPV� OLNH�ZH�GR�DQ�ROG�KLJK� VFKRRO� \HDUERRN�� WKXPELQJ�
WKURXJK�LW�DQG�ORRNLQJ�RQO\�IRU�WKH�SLFWXUHV�RI�RXUVHOYHV�DQG�RXU�
IULHQGV��%XW�LI�ZH�VWLFN�ZLWK�WKH�SVDOPV��SUD\LQJ�QRW�RQO\�WKH�RQHV�

ZH�UHODWH�WR�EXW�WKH�RQHV�ZH�GRQłW�UHODWH�WR��VRPHWKLQJ�KDSSHQV�
WR� XV�� 7KH�SVDOPV� FKDQJH� DQG� HQODUJH� RXU� KHDUWV�� FRQIRUPLQJ�
them more and more into alignment with God’s character and 
SXUSRVH�� ,WłV� OLNH� WKH�SVDOPV�DUH� WUDLQLQJ�ZKHHOV�RQ�RXU�SUD\HU�
ELNH��WKH�RQO\�GLIIHUHQFH�EHLQJ�ZH�GRQłW�JURZ�RXW�RI�WKHP��2QH�
ZULWHU�VDLG��Ń:KHQ�,�IHHO�,�FDQQRW�PDNH�KHDGZD\�LQ�GHYRWLRQ��,�
RSHQ�WKH�3VDOPV�DQG�SXVK�LQ�P\�FDQRH��DQG�OHW�P\VHOI�EH�FDUULHG�
DORQJ�LQ�WKH�VWHDP�RI�GHYRWLRQ�ZKLFK�ĠRZV�WKURXJK�WKH�ZKROH�
ERRN��7KH�FXUUHQW�DOZD\V�VHWV�WRZDUGV�*RG��DQG�LQ�PRVW�SODFHV�
LV�VWURQJ�DQG�GHHS�ń�

1RZ�WKDWłV�D�KHOSIXO�SHUVSHFWLYH� WR�KDYH�DV�ZH�FRPH�WR�3VDOP�
���3VDOP���LV�DQRWKHU�ODPHQW�SVDOP�DQG�LWłV�WKH�PRVW�LQWHQVH�RI�
DOO�WKH�ODPHQW�SVDOPV�ZHłYH�ORRNHG�DW��,WłV�D�SVDOP�ZKHUH�'DYLG�
H[SUHVVHV�VRPH�RI�WKH�GHHSHVW�VRUURZ�ZH�FDQ�LPDJLQH��,WłV�OLNH�KH�
KDV�D�EURNHQ�KHDUW�DQG�KDV�EHJXQ�WR�FU\�DQG�KH�MXVW�FDQłW�VWRS.

Lord, do not rebuke me in your anger

bbbbRU�GLVFLSOLQH�PH�LQ�\RXU�ZUDWK�

+DYH�PHUF\�RQ�PH��/RUG��IRU�,�DP�IDLQW�

bbbbKHDO�PH��/RUG��IRU�P\�ERQHV�DUH�LQ�DJRQ\�

0\�VRXO�LV�LQ�GHHS�DQJXLVK�

bbbb+RZ�ORQJ��/RUG��KRZ�ORQJ"

7XUQ��/RUG��DQG�GHOLYHU�PH�

bbbbVDYH�PH�EHFDXVH�RI�\RXU�XQIDLOLQJ�ORYH�

$PRQJ�WKH�GHDG�QR�RQH�SURFODLPV�\RXU�QDPH�

bbbb:KR�SUDLVHV�\RX�IURP�WKH�JUDYH"

,�DP�ZRUQ�RXW�IURP�P\�JURDQLQJ�

$OO�QLJKW�ORQJ�,�ĠRRG�P\�EHG�ZLWK�ZHHSLQJ

bbbbDQG�GUHQFK�P\�FRXFK�ZLWK�WHDUV�

0\�H\HV�JURZ�ZHDN�ZLWK�VRUURZ�

bbbbWKH\�IDLO�EHFDXVH�RI�DOO�P\�IRHV�

$ZD\�IURP�PH��DOO�\RX�ZKR�GR�HYLO�

bbbbIRU�WKH�/RUG�KDV�KHDUG�P\�ZHHSLQJ�

7KH�/RUG�KDV�KHDUG�P\�FU\�IRU�PHUF\�

bbbbWKH�/RUG�DFFHSWV�P\�SUD\HU�

$OO�P\�HQHPLHV�ZLOO�EH�RYHUZKHOPHG�ZLWK�VKDPH�
DQG�DQJXLVK�

bbbbWKH\�ZLOO�WXUQ�EDFN�DQG�VXGGHQO\�EH�SXW�WR�VKDPH�

,Q�WKH�VFUHHQ�DGDSWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�FODVVLF�FKLOGUHQłV�ERRN��Where the 
Wild Things Are�ZH�IROORZ�WKH�DGYHQWXUHV�RI�0D[��DQ� LPDJLQD-
tive child who feels neglected by his mother and older sister. 
+H�HVFDSHV� LQWR�D�IDQWDV\�ZRUOG�RI�KDLU\��PRQVWURXV�FUHDWXUHV��
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2QFH�WKHVH�ŃZLOG�WKLQJVń�WKUHDWHQ�WR�GHYRXU�KLP��0D[�SUHWHQGV�
WR�SRVVHVV�PDJLFDO�SRZHUV�DQG�FRQYLQFHV�WKH�PRQVWHUV�WR�PDNH�
KLP�WKHLU�NLQJ��7KH�FUHDWXUHV�FRPH�WR�EHOLHYH�0D[�KDV�EHHQ�VHQW�
WR�DEROLVK�VXIIHULQJ� LQ� WKHLU�ZRUOG�DQG�WR�HVWDEOLVK�SHUPDQHQW�
SHDFH�DQG�KDSSLQHVV��6R�WKH\�DVN�KLP��Ń:LOO�\RX�NHHS�RXW�DOO�WKH�
VDGQHVV"ń� 6WLOO� SOD\DFWLQJ� KLV� UROH� DV� NLQJ� DQG�PLUDFOH� ZRUNHU��
0D[�GHFODUHV��Ń,�KDYH�D�VDGQHVV�VKLHOG�WKDW�NHHSV�RXW�DOO�WKH�VDG-
QHVV��DQG�LWłV�ELJ�HQRXJK�IRU�DOO�RI�XV�ń

$V�ZH�UHDG�WKLV�3VDOP��LWłV�FOHDU�'DYLG�KDG�QR�VXFK�VKLHOG�WR�FKDVH�
DZD\�DOO�KLV�JULHI�DQG�VRUURZ��/HWłV�ORRN�FORVHU�DW�WKH�FRQGLWLRQ�
he was in.

The Condition He Was In
7KURXJKRXW� WKLV� SVDOP�KH�XVHV� D� YDULHW\�RI� H[SUHVVLRQV� WR�GH-
VFULEH�KLPVHOI�DV�RQH�LQ�LPPHQVH�SDLQ��,Q�YHUVH���KH�VD\V��“I am 
faint.” 7KDWłV�D�ZRUG�WKDW�ZDV�XVHG�RI�SODQWV�ZLWKHULQJ�IURP�D�
ODFN�RI�ZDWHU��,Q�WKH�VDPH�YHUVH�KH�VD\V� “My bones are in agony.” 
7KHUHłV�D�SK\VLFDO�GLPHQVLRQ�WR�KLV�SDLQ��)RU�WKDW�UHDVRQ��LWłV�YHU\�
SRVVLEOH� DW� OHDVW� D� SDUW� RI� KLV� SUREOHP� LV� KHłV� VXIIHULQJ� IURP�
VRPH�NLQG�RI�OLQJHULQJ�LOOQHVV��%XW�LWłV�QRW�MXVW�SK\VLFDO��,Q�YHUVH�
��KH�VD\V��“My soul is in deep anguish.” That describes a kind 
RI�VKDNLQJ�LQ�GLVPD\��D�WUHPEOLQJ�IHDU��,Q�YHUVH���KH�VD\V��“I am 
ZRUQ�RXW�IURP�P\�JURDQLQJ��$OO�QLJKW�ORQJ�,�ĠRRG�P\�EHG�ZLWK�
weeping and drench my couch with tears.”�+HłV�XVLQJ�K\SHUEROH�
KHUH��+HłV�QRW�UHDOO\�VZLPPLQJ�LQ�KLV�RZQ�WHDUV��EXW�LW�IHHOV�WKDW�
ZD\��+HłV�XVHG�XS�D�FRXSOH�RI�ER[HV�RI�.OHHQH[�DQG�KDV�QRWKLQJ�
OHIW�WR�GU\�KLV�H\HV��6R�KH�VD\V�LQ�YHUVH����“My eyes grow weak 
with sorrow; they fail because of my foes.” His eyes are bloodshot 
DQG�SXII\�IURP�D�FRQVWDQW�ĠRZ�RI�WHDUV��

1RWLFH�KH�PHQWLRQV�KLV�IRHV�KHUHŌKLV�HQHPLHV��,WłV�YHU\�SRVVLEOH�
WKHVH�IRHV�ZHUH�SHRSOH�DURXQG�KLP�ZKR�WRRN�D�NLQG�RI�VDGLVWLF�
GHOLJKW�LQ�'DYLGłV�LOOQHVV��+H�PLJKW�HYHQ�EH�WDONLQJ�DERXW�SHRSOH�
he once counted on as friends. It’s very much like what we see in 
WKH�ERRN�RI�-RE��-REłV�ERG\�ZDV�DIĠLFWHG�ZLWK�ERLOV�IURP�KHDG�WR�
WRH��+HłG�ORVW�KLV�VKHHS�DQG�FDPHOV��:RUVW�RI�DOO��DOO�KLV�FKLOGUHQ�
KDG�EHHQ�NLOOHG�LQ�D�WRUQDGR��7KH�PDQ�LV�FRPSOHWHO\�XQGRQH��WKH�
wheels have come off. His wife tells him to curse God and die. 
+LV� VR�FDOOHG� ŃIULHQGVń� VKRZ�XS� DW� KLV� GRRUVWHS� DQG� VD\�� Ń*HH��
ZH� UHDOO\� IHHO� EDG� IRU� \RX�� -RE��:H� WKRXJKW� \RX�ZHUH� D� JRRG�
guy but it’s clear from all this tragedy that you’ve sinned against 
*RG��6WXII� OLNH�WKLV�GRHVQłW�KDSSHQ�WR�*RG�IHDULQJ�SHRSOH��-RE��
6R� VHDUFK�\RXU�KHDUW�DQG�FRQIHVV�\RXU� VLQ�ń�7KDWłV�ZKDW�'DYLG�
ZDV�H[SHULHQFLQJ��

7KHUH�DUH�D�IHZ�WKLQJV�IRU�XV�WR�OHDUQ�IURP�WKLV��)LUVW��LWłV�MXVW�D�
UHPLQGHU�ZH� OLYH� LQ� D� IDOOHQ�ZRUOG�� 7KLV�ZRUOG� LV�EHQW�� ĠDZHG��
WDLQWHG�� EURNHQ� DQG� PDLPHG�� :H� NQRZ� RQH� GD\� *RG� ZLOO�
straighten out this bent world. We know Jesus is alive and at 
ZRUN�LQ�WKLV�ZRUOG��HYHQ�WRGD\��%XW�WKDW�ZRUN�LVQłW�ğQLVKHG��DQG�
PHDQZKLOH� QR� RQH� HVFDSHV� WKH� EURNHQQHVV�� 6R� IURP� WLPH� WR�
WLPH�ZH� VKRXOG�H[SHFW� WR�ğQG�RXUVHOYHV� LQ�D� FRQGLWLRQ� VLPLODU�

WR�'DYLGłVŌFRPSOHWHO\�XQGRQH��:H� OLYH� LQ� D�ZRUOG�ZKHUH�ZH�
JHW�VLFN��ZKHUH�ORYHG�RQHV�GLH��ZKHUH�PDUULDJHV�FUXPEOH��ZKHUH�
SHRSOH�OHW�XV�GRZQ�DQG�ZH�OHW�RWKHUV�GRZQ��ZKHUH�FKLOGUHQ�JHW�
RII�WUDFN��ZKHUH�KXUULFDQHV�DQG�HDUWKTXDNHV�NLOO�SHRSOH��ZKHUH�
FRUUXSW�SHRSOH�LQ�SRZHU�JHW�ULFKHU�DQG�WKH�SRRU�JHW�SRRUHU��DQG�
ZKHUH�WZR�\HDU�ROGV�JHW�VKRW�E\�UDQGRP�JXQğUH��2Q�WRS�RI�DOO�
WKDW��ZH�KDYH�RXU�RZQ�VLQ�WR�GHDO�ZLWK��

2QH�RI�WKH�WKLQJV�ZH�VKRXOG�DVN�RXUVHOYHV�KHUH�LV��$UH�ZH�UHDOO\�
ZLOOLQJ�WR�IDFH�DQG�DGPLW�RXU�GHHS�SDLQ"�6RPHWLPHV�&KULVWLDQV�
DUH� WKH�ZRUVW� DW� WKLV��:H�SXW� D� VPLOH� RQ� RXU� IDFH� DQG� ŃSUDLVH�
*RGń�RQ�RXU�OLSV�DQG�JR�RQ�RXU�PHUU\�ZD\��7KLV�LV�QRWKLQJ�QHZ��
$ERXW�����\HDUV�DJR�%ODLVH�3DVFDO�ZURWH��Ń$V�PHQ�DUH�QRW�DEOH�WR�
ğJKW�DJDLQVW�GHDWK��PLVHU\�DQG�LJQRUDQFH��WKH\�KDYH�WDNHQ�LW�LQWR�
WKHLU�KHDGV��LQ�RUGHU�WR�EH�KDSS\��QRW�WR�WKLQN�RI�WKHP�DW�DOO�ń�%XW�
sometimes the sheer force of the harsh realities we have to face 
DUH�VXFK�WKDW�ZH�FDQłW�KHOS�EXW�WKLQN�RI�WKHP�DQG�WKH\�GR�XV�LQ��
,łP�QRW� WDONLQJ�DERXW�ZDOORZLQJ� LQ� VHOI� SLW\�� ,łP� WDONLQJ�DERXW�
EHLQJ�UHDO�DERXW�\RXU�SDLQ��

,�ZRQGHU� LI�ZH�KDYH�D� FKXUFK�ZKHUH�SHRSOH�FDQ�EH� UHDO�DERXW�
WKHLU� SDLQ�� DERXW� WKHLU� VWUXJJOH�� DERXW� WKHLU� VLQ�� DERXW� WKHLU�
GRXEW"�$UH�ZH�UHDO�ZLWK�*RG"�$UH�ZH�UHDO�ZLWK�RQH�DQRWKHU"�'R�
ZH�KDYH�WR�FRPH�LQWR�WKLV�URRP�DQG�ZLSH�RQ�D�VPLOH\�IDFH�ZKLOH�
LQVLGH�ZHłUH�G\LQJ"�,�OLNH�LW�ZKHQ�SHRSOH�DVN�WKH�VHFRQG�TXHVWLRQ��
You know what I mean: 

Ń+RZ�\RX�GRLQJ"ń�

<RX� XVXDOO\� JHW� WKH� VWDQGDUG� DQVZHU�� Ń,łP� GRLQJ� ğQH�� WKDQNV��
<RX"ń�

Ń1R��KRZ�DUH�\RX�GRLQJ��UHDOO\"ń���

,V� WKLV� D� SODFH� ZKHUH� SHRSOH� JHW� DVNHG� WKH� VHFRQG� TXHVWLRQ"�
+RZ�DUH�\RX�GRLQJ��UHDOO\"�,V�WKLV�D�SODFH�ZKHUH�\RX�FDQ�VD\�KRZ�
\RXłUH�UHDOO\�GRLQJ�ZLWKRXW�EHLQJ�JLYHQ�SDW�DQVZHUV��TXLFN�VROX-
WLRQV�DQG�OLWWOH�%LEOH�YHUVHV"�

Joe Bayly was an author who lost two sons. After his second son 
GLHG�� KH� VDLG�� Ń,�ZDV� VLWWLQJ� WRUQ� E\� JULHI�� 6RPHRQH� FDPH� DQG�
WDONHG�WR�PH�RI�*RGłV�GHDOLQJV��RI�ZK\�LW�KDSSHQHG��RI�KRSH�EH-
\RQG�WKH�JUDYH��+H�WDONHG�FRQVWDQWO\��KH�VDLG�WKLQJV�,�NQRZ�ZHUH�
WUXH�� ,�ZDV�XQPRYHG�� H[FHSW� WR�ZLVK�KH�ZHQW� DZD\��+H�ğQDOO\�
did. Another came and sat beside me. He didn’t ask any leading 
TXHVWLRQV��+H�MXVW�VDW�EHVLGH�PH�IRU�DQ�KRXU�DQG�PRUH��OLVWHQHG�
ZKHQ�,�VDLG�VRPHWKLQJ��DQVZHUHG�EULHĠ\��SUD\HG�VLPSO\�DQG�OHIW��
,�ZDV�PRYHG��,�ZDV�FRPIRUWHG��,�KDWHG�WR�VHH�KLP�JR�ń�+H�QHHGHG�
VRPHRQH�WR�EH�ZLWK�KLP��DQG�LQ�WLPHV�OLNH�WKHVH�VR�GR�ZH��

The Requests He Made
7KLV�ZDV�WKH�FRQGLWLRQ�'DYLG�ZDV�LQ��/RRN�QH[W�DW�WKH�UHTXHVWV�KH�
PDGH��EHFDXVH�UHPHPEHU��WKLV�LV�D�SUD\HU��'DYLG�IHOW�IUHH�WR�SRXU�
his heart out to God and come to him with some requests. 

+H�VWDUWV�RXW�LQ�YHUVH���DQG�DVNV��“Lord, don’t rebuke me in your 
anger or discipline me in your wrath.” It’s this request that’s 



FDXVHG�WKLV�SVDOP�WR�EH�OLVWHG�DV�RQH�RI�VHYHQ�SHQLWHQWLDO�SVDOPV�
DORQJ�ZLWK�3VDOPV����������������������DQG������3HUKDSV�'DYLG�
VHHV�KLV�VXIIHULQJ�DV�D�NLQG�RI�GLVFLSOLQH�IURP�WKH�KDQG�RI�*RG��+H�
GRHVQłW�VD\�GRQłW�GLVFLSOLQH�PH�DW�DOO��EXW�UDWKHU�GRQłW�GLVFLSOLQH�
PH�LQ�\RXU�ZUDWK��$Q\�IDWKHU�RU�PRWKHU�NQRZV�WKH�GLIIHUHQFH��
ULJKW"�+RZ�PDQ\�WLPHV�GR�ZH�GLVFLSOLQH�RXU�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�ZUDWK"�
7KH�IDFW�LV��*RG�GLVFLSOLQHV�DOO�RI�KLV�FKLOGUHQ��EXW�QRW�LQ�ZUDWK��
+LV�GLVFLSOLQH�DULVHV�RXW�RI�KLV�ORYH�DQG�KLV�GHVLUH�WR�VHH�XV�JURZ�
DQG�PDWXUH�LQWR�ZKROH�SHRSOH��$V�D�FKLOG�RI�*RG��ZKDWHYHU�VXI-
IHULQJ�\RXłUH�H[SHULHQFLQJ��LW�LVQłW�UHWULEXWLYH��LWłV�FRUUHFWLYH��,WłV�
IURP�WKH�KDQG�RI�D�ORYLQJ�)DWKHU�ZKR�ZDQWV�WR�PDNH�\RX�PRUH�
into the image of Jesus.

Then starting in verse 2 he asks for something that goes with 
WKDW��“Have mercy on me, Lord.” He’s not asking God to give him 
what he deserves. He doesn’t come to God like we go to an ATM 
PDFKLQH��NQRZLQJ�ZHłYH�JRW�PRQH\� WR�GUDZ� IURP��+HłV�EDQN-
UXSW��+H�FRPHV�WR�*RG�IRU�PHUF\��+H�NQRZV�KHłV�ERWK�QHHG\�DQG�
XQGHVHUYLQJ��EXW�RXU�*RG�LV�D�*RG�RI�PHUF\��*RG�VDLG�WKURXJK�
,VDLDK��“Can a mother forget the baby at her breast and have no 
compassion on the child she has borne? Though she may forget, I 
will not forget you!” (Isaiah 49:15). 

$QG�LWłV�EHFDXVH�KH�NQRZV�*RG�LV�PHUFLIXO�DQG�FRPSDVVLRQDWH�KH�
FDQ�DVN�DJDLQ�LQ�WKH�ODVW�SDUW�RI�YHUVH��� “Heal me, Lord.” Then 
KH�DGGV�LQ�YHUVH����“Turn, Lord and deliver me; save me because 
of your unfailing love.”�:KHQ�KH�DVNV�IRU�WKH�/RUG�WR�WXUQ�LWłV�
OLNH�KH�DVNV�KLP�WR�UHWXUQ��DV�LI�*RG�KDG�GHVHUWHG�KLP��:KHQ�KH�
asks for God to deliver him it’s like he’s drowning and begs God 
to snatch him out of the water and save him. These are requests 
SXQFWXDWHG�E\�KHDYLQJ�VREV�

%XW�KH�PDQDJHV�WR�RIIHU�*RG�WZR�UHDVRQV�IRU�KLV�UHTXHVWV��)LUVW��
KH�VD\V��“Save me because of your unfailing love.” God’s unfailing 
love is his hesed. Hesed� PHDQV� *RGłV� OR\DO�� IDLWKIXO� FRPPLWWHG�
ORYH�IRU�KLV�FRYHQDQW�SHRSOH��+HłV�UHPLQGLQJ�*RG�RI�KLV�FRYHQDQW�
SURPLVHV��7KDWłV�ZK\�LQ�WKH�PLGVW�RI�WKHVH�UHTXHVWV�UHSHDWHGO\�
KH�DGGUHVVHV�*RG�DV�/25'��'LG�\RX�QRWLFH�WKDW"�“LORD, do not 
rebuke me in your anger... Have mercy on me, LORD... Heal me, 
LORD... How long, LORD...Turn, LORD...” �:KHQ�\RX�VHH�/25'�
LQ� FDSLWDO� OHWWHUV� WKDW� PHDQV� KHłV� DGGUHVVLQJ� *RG� DV� <DKZHK��
That’s the covenant name God gave to Moses at the burning 
bush. It’s a reminder not only that he’s the great I AM but that 
ZHłUH�KLV�SHRSOH�� WKH�VKHHS�RI�KLV�SDVWXUH��+HłOO�QHYHU� OHDYH�XV�
QRU�IRUVDNH�XV��:KHQ�\RX�FRPH�WR�*RG��UHPLQG�KLP�RI�WKDW��

%XW�WKHQ�KH�JLYHV�D�VHFRQG�UHDVRQ��+H�VD\V��“Among the dead no 
one proclaims your name. Who praises you from the grave?” I’ll 
bet you never thought of that as a reason for God to save you 
IURP�GHDWK��6FKRODUV�WHOO�XV�WKDW�WKH�-HZLVK�SHRSOH�GLGQłW�KDYH�D�
ZHOO�GHYHORSHG�LGHD�RI�KHDYHQ�XQWLO�ODWHU��6R�'DYLG�KDV�WKLV�LGHD�
WKDW�ZKHQ�\RXłUH�LQ�WKH�JUDYH��6KHRO���\RXłUH�LQ�D�NLQG�RI�VWDWH�RI�
OLPER�ZKHUH�\RX�ODFN�WKH�ULFKQHVV�RI�D�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�*RG��%XW�

ZKDWłV�LPSRUWDQW�DERXW�WKLV�LV�WKDW�WKH�RQH�WKLQJ�'DYLG�VHHPHG�
WR�OLYH�IRU�ZDV�WR�SUDLVH�DQG�SURFODLP�*RGłV�QDPH��DQG�KHłV�DIUDLG�
WKDW�LI�KH�GLHV�KH�ZRQłW�JHW�WR�GR�WKDW�DQ\PRUH��,WłV�OLNH��Ń/RUG��LI�
\RX�OHW�PH�GLH�RQ�WKLV�EHG�,łOO�QHYHU�JHW�WR�GR�WKDW�DJDLQ�ń�7KDWłV�
WKH�JUHDWHVW�ORVV�KH�FRXOG�WKLQN�RI��+H�GRHVQłW�VD\��Ń/RUG��LI�,�GLH�
,łOO�QHYHU�JHW�WR�ZDON�P\�GDXJKWHU�GRZQ�WKH�DLVOH�ń�2U��Ń/RUG��LI�
,�GLH� ,łOO�QHYHU�JHW� WR� VHH�P\�JUDQGFKLOGUHQ�ń�$� ORQJ� WLPH�DJR� ,�
ZDV�D�\RXWK�SDVWRU�DQG�ZKHQHYHU�ZH�ZRXOG�WDON�DERXW�GHDWK�RU�
HYHQ�DERXW�-HVXV�FRPLQJ�EDFN�WKH\łG�EH�OLNH��Ń,�KRSH�WKDW�GRHVQłW�
KDSSHQ�VRRQ��,�ZDQW�WR�JHW�PDUULHG�ğUVW��,�ZDQW�WR�KDYH�VH[�ğUVW�ń�
%XW�WKH�JUHDWHVW�ORVV�'DYLG�FDQ�WKLQN�RI�LV�QRW�EHLQJ�DEOH�WR�SUDLVH�
God’s name.

<RX�NQRZ��WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�WKLQJ�DERXW�\RXU�SUD\HU�OLIH�LV�KRZ�
\RX�WKLQN�RI�*RG��'R�\RX�WKLQN�RI�*RG�DV�RQH�ZKR�ORYHV�\RX�ZLWK�
DQ�XQIDLOLQJ�ORYH"�'R�\RX�WKLQN�RI�*RG�DV�RQH�ZKRVH�QDPH�\RX�
ORYH�WR�SUDLVH"�7KLV�JRHV�EDFN�WR�VRPHWKLQJ�ZH�VHH�RIWHQ�LQ�WKH�
SVDOPV�DQG�WKDWłV�WKH�LGHD�WKDW�ZH�DVN�ZKDW�ZH�DVN�EHFDXVH�RI�KLV�
name or for his name’s sake. Psalm 23:3: “He restores my soul. He 
leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.” Psalm 
25:11: “For your name’s sake, O LORD, pardon my guilt, for it is 
great.” Psalm 31:3: “For you are my rock and my fortress; and for 
your name’s sake you lead me and guide me.” Psalm 79:9: “Help 
us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of your name; deliver us, 
and atone for our sins, for your name’s sake!” I could go on and 
RQ��7KH�SRLQW�LV�WKH�PRUH�\RX�FDQ�XQGHUVWDQG��DSSUHFLDWH��ORYH�
DQG�JORU\� LQ� WKH�QDPH�� UHSXWDWLRQ�DQG� WKH�SHUVRQ�RI�*RG�� WKH�
PRUH�SRZHU�DQG�SXUSRVH�\RXłOO�KDYH�LQ�\RXU�SUD\HU�OLIH���

The Solution He Found
:HłYH� VHHQ� WKH� FRQGLWLRQ� KH� ZDV� LQ�� WKH� UHTXHVWV� KH� PDGH��
)LQDOO\��ZH�FRPH�WR�WKH�VROXWLRQ�KH�IRXQG��<RX�GRQłW�KDYH�WR�EH�
D�ELEOH�VFKRODU� WR�VHH� WKDW�VRPHWKLQJ�KDSSHQHG�WR�'DYLG�ULJKW�
DURXQG� YHUVH� ��� ,WłV� OLNH� WKH� WHDUV� KDYH� VWRSSHG� DQG� KH� VD\V��
“Away from me all you who do evil...” Now he’s not talking to 
*RG�� KHłV� WDONLQJ� WR� KLV� HQHPLHV�� 6RPHWKLQJ� KDV� JLYHQ� KLP� D�
QRWH�RI�FODULW\�DQG�FRQğGHQFH��+H�WKHQ�VD\V��“...for the Lord has 
heard my weeping. The Lord has heard my cry for mercy; the Lord 
accepts my prayer. All my enemies will be overwhelmed with 
shame and anguish...” This is what’s changed him. He’s come 
WR�DQ�DVVXUDQFH�*RG�KDV�VHHQ�KLV�ZHHSLQJ�DQG�KHDUG�KLV�SUD\HUV�
and will answer them. 

%XW�KRZ�GLG�KH�FRPH�WR�WKLV�DVVXUDQFH"�7KHUHłV�UHDOO\�QRWKLQJ�LQ�
WKLV�SVDOP�WR�WHOO�KRZ�'DYLG�FDPH�WR�WKDW�DVVXUDQFH��6RPH�VD\�
'DYLG�ZHQW�WR�WKH�SODFH�RI�SXEOLF�SUD\HU�DQG�WKHUH�PHW�D�SULHVW�
RU�D�SURSKHW�ZKR�JDYH�KLP�D�ZRUG� IURP� WKH�/RUG��'XULQJ�KLV�
\HDUV�RI�UHEHOOLRQ��6W��$XJXVWLQHłV�GHYRXW�PRWKHU��0RQLFD��ZHQW�
WR�D�ELVKRS�DQG�EHJJHG�KLP�WR�WDON�WR�KHU�VRQ�DQG�WU\�WR�JHW�KLP�
to change his ways. He refused and said her son wasn’t ready 
\HW��%XW�0RQLFD�ZRXOGQłW�OHW�XS��$XJXVWLQH�VDLG�VKH�ŃXUJHG�KLP�
ZLWK�UHSHDWHG�HQWUHDWLHV�DQG�ĠRRGV�RI�WHDUV�WR�VHH�PH���ń�7KHQ�



7KLV�PHVVDJH�IURP�6FULSWXUH�ZDV�SUHDFKHG�RQ�6XQGD\��$XJXVW����������DW�&HQWUDO�3HQLQVXOD�&KXUFK
�����6KHOO�%RXOHYDUG�_�)RVWHU�&LW\�&$�������_��������������_�ZZZ�FSFZHE�RUJ��$GGLWLRQDO�FRSLHV�DYDLODEOH�RQ�UHTXHVW�
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WKH�ELVKRS�ZKR�KDG�ORVW�KLV�SDWLHQFH�VDLG��Ń*R�\RXU�ZD\��DV�VXUH�
DV� \RX� OLYH�� LW� LV� LPSRVVLEOH� WKDW� WKH� VRQ� RI� WKHVH� WHDUV� VKRXOG�
SHULVK�ń�,łP�VXUH�0RQLFD�ZDONHG�DZD\�HQFRXUDJHG��0D\EH�'DYLG�
got similar assurance.

$OWKRXJK�WKDWłV�SRVVLEOH��,�WKLQN�LWłV�VRPHWKLQJ�HOVH��,�WKLQN�LW�ZDV�
SUD\HU�LWVHOI�WKDW�FKDQJHG�'DYLG��,�WKLQN�ZKHQ�ZH�FRPH�LQWR�WKH�
SUHVHQFH�RI�*RG�DQG�SRXU�RXU�KHDUW�RXW�WR�KLP��KROGLQJ�QRWKLQJ�
EDFN��QRW�RQO\�GRHV�KH�KHDU�XV�EXW�KH�JLYHV�XV�WKH�DVVXUDQFH�KHłV�
heard us. It’s rather mysterious; you might even call it mystical. 
,WłV�GHğQLWHO\�D�+RO\�6SLULW�WKLQJ��7KH�%LEOH�VD\V�LQ���&RULQWKLDQV�
����WKDW�RXU�)DWKHU�“comforts us in all our troubles.” How does 
KH�GR�WKDW"�3DXO�ZULWHV�LQ�5RPDQV�����ŋ���DERXW�WKH�6SLULW�ZKR�
FULHV�IURP�ZLWKLQ�XV��“Abba, Father.”�7KHQ�KH�VD\V��“The Spirit 
KLPVHOI�WHVWLğHV�ZLWK�RXU�VSLULW�WKDW�ZH�DUH�*RGłV�FKLOGUHQ�ń So 
ZH�FRPH�WR�RXU�)DWKHU�DQG�WKH�6SLULW�RI�*RG�PLQLVWHUV�GHHS�LQ�
our heart and gives us the assurance that we’re his children and 
he hears us. 

,WłV�OLNH�D�NLG�ZKR�LV�RXW�RQ�WKH�VRFFHU�ğHOG�DQG�HYHU\�WLPH�KH�NLFNV�
the ball or makes a tackle he looks to the sidelines for his dad. He 
ZDQWV�WR�PDNH�VXUH�KLV�GDG�VHHV��$QG�HYHU\�WLPH�KH�ORRNV��VXUH�
enough dad is there and gives him a little nod or wave. It’s the 
VDPH�ZD\�ZLWK�XV��:H�FRPH�WR�SUD\HU�DQG�ZH�ğQG�WKDW�KH�VHHV�
and not only does he see but he cares and not only does he care 
but he understands.    

The greatest evidence God understands is to look to Jesus. In 
0DUN� ��� -HVXV� SUD\HG� D� SUD\HU�PXFK� OLNH� 3VDOP� ��� +H�ZDV� LQ�
WKH� JDUGHQ� DQG�KH�ZDV� RYHUFRPH�ZLWK� JULHI��0DUN�ZULWHV�� “...
he began to be deeply distressed and troubled.” He then said to 
KLV�IULHQGV��“My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of 
death.” 7KHQ�KH�ZHQW�D�ELW�IXUWKHU�LQWR�WKH�JDUGHQ�DQG�LW�VD\V��
“he fell to the ground and prayed” �0DUN������ŋ����� <RX� VHH��
ZKHQ�\RXłUH�FRPSOHWHO\�XQGRQH�DQG�\RX�JR� WR�SUD\� WKDWłV� WKH�
RQH�WKDW�JUHHWV�\RX��RQH�ZKR�JHWV�LW�

,Q� KHU� ERRN�� The God Who Hung on the Cross journalist Ellen 
9DXJKQ� UHWHOOV� D� VWRU\�RI�KRZ� WKH�*RVSHO� FDPH� WR�D� VPDOO� YLO-
ODJH�LQ�&DPERGLD��,Q������3DVWRU�7X\�6HQJ��QRW�KLV�UHDO�QDPH��
WUDYHOHG� WR� .DPSRQJ� 7KRP� 3URYLQFH� LQ� QRUWKHUQ� &DPERGLD��

0RVW� YLOODJHUV� WKHUH� KDG� FDVW� WKHLU� ORW�ZLWK� %XGGKLVP�RU� VSLU-
LWLVP��&KULVWLDQLW\�ZDV�YLUWXDOO\�XQKHDUG�RI��%XW�PXFK�WR�6HQJłV�
VXUSULVH��ZKHQ�KH�DUULYHG�LQ�RQH�VPDOO��UXUDO�YLOODJH�WKH�SHRSOH�
warmly embraced him and his message about Jesus. When he 
DVNHG� WKH� YLOODJHUV� DERXW� WKHLU� RSHQQHVV� WR� WKH� JRVSHO�� DQ� ROG�
ZRPDQ�VKXIĠHG�IRUZDUG��ERZHG��DQG�JUDVSHG�6HQJłV�KDQGV�DV�
VKH�VDLG��Ń:H�KDYH�EHHQ�ZDLWLQJ�IRU�\RX�IRU����\HDUV�ń�7KHQ�VKH�
told him the story of the mysterious God who had hung on the 
cross. 

,Q�WKH�����V�WKH�.KPHU�5RXJH�� WKH�EUXWDO��&RPPXQLVW�OHG�UH-
JLPH� WRRN� RYHU� &DPERGLD�� GHVWUR\LQJ� HYHU\WKLQJ� LQ� LWV� SDWK��
:KHQ�WKH�VROGLHUV�ğQDOO\�GHVFHQGHG�RQ�WKLV�UXUDO��QRUWKHUQ�YLO-
ODJH��WKH\�LPPHGLDWHO\�URXQGHG�XS�WKH�YLOODJHUV�DQG�IRUFHG�WKHP�
WR�VWDUW�GLJJLQJ�WKHLU�RZQ�JUDYHV��$IWHU�WKH�YLOODJHUV�KDG�ğQLVKHG�
GLJJLQJ�� WKH\� SUHSDUHG� WKHPVHOYHV� WR� GLH�� 6RPH� VFUHDPHG� WR�
%XGGKD��RWKHUV�VFUHDPHG�WR�GHPRQ�VSLULWV�RU�WR�WKHLU�DQFHVWRUV��
2QH�RI�WKH�ZRPHQ�VWDUWHG�WR�FU\�IRU�KHOS�EDVHG�RQ�D�FKLOGKRRG�
memory—a story her mother told her about a God who had 
KXQJ�RQ�D�FURVV��7KH�ZRPDQ�SUD\HG�WR�WKDW�XQNQRZQ�*RG�RQ�D�
FURVV��6XUHO\��LI�WKLV�*RG�KDG�NQRZQ�VXIIHULQJ��KHłG�KDYH�FRPSDV-
VLRQ�RQ�WKHLU�SOLJKW��6XGGHQO\��KHU�VROLWDU\�FU\�EHFDPH�RQH�JUHDW�
ZDLO� DV� WKH� HQWLUH� YLOODJH� VWDUWHG� SUD\LQJ� WR� WKH�*RG�ZKR�KDG�
suffered and hung on a cross. As they continued facing their own 
JUDYHV�� WKH�ZDLOLQJ� VORZO\� WXUQHG� WR� D�TXLHW� FU\LQJ�� 7KHUH�ZDV�
DQ�HHULH� VLOHQFH� LQ� WKH�PXJJ\� MXQJOH�DLU�� 6ORZO\�� DV� WKH\�GDUHG�
WR�WXUQ�DURXQG�DQG�IDFH�WKHLU�FDSWRUV��WKH\�GLVFRYHUHG�WKDW�WKH�
VROGLHUV�ZHUH�JRQH��$V�WKH�ROG�ZRPDQ�ğQLVKHG�WHOOLQJ�WKLV�VWRU\��
she told Pastor Seng that ever since that humid day 20 years ago 
WKH�YLOODJHUV�KDG�EHHQ�ZDLWLQJ��ZDLWLQJ�IRU�VRPHRQH�WR�FRPH�DQG�
share the rest of the story about the God who had hung on a 
cross.

,Q�WKH�PLGVW�RI�RXU�WHDUV��HYHQ�RXU�JUHDW�ZDLOLQJ��WKDWłV�WKH�*RG�
ZH�SUD\�WRŌWKH�*RG�ZKR�KXQJ�RQ�WKH�FURVV��:KHQ�\RX�FDQłW�
VWRS�FU\LQJ��FRPH�WR�KLP�DQG�UHPHPEHU�KLV�XQIDLOLQJ�ORYH��

 

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


