
On Tuesday, Transparency International released its Global 
Corruption Barometer 2013, a worldwide survey that analyzes 
FRUUXSWLRQ� LQ�����FRXQWULHV��+HUH�DUH�ğYH�RI� WKH�ZRUOGłV�PRVW�
corrupt institutions:

1) The Police.�,Q�PDQ\�FRXQWULHV�LI�\RX�KDYH�D�SUREOHP�ZLWK�WKH�
law, avoid the police because you might end up with more prob-
lems. In Mexico alone, drug cartels pay local police an estimated 
$100 million every month!

2) Judges. There are 20 countries that think the judiciary is the 
PRVW�FRUUXSW� LQVWLWXWLRQ��7KH�UXOH�RI� ODZ�GLVDSSHDUV�ZKHQ�\RX�
cannot trust the justice system.

3) 3XEOLF�2IğFLDOV�DQG�&LYLO�6HUYDQWV. Government employees 
LQ� FKDUJH�RI� ODQG�� UHJLVWU\��KHDOWK�� DQG�HGXFDWLRQ�KDYH�D�SULYL-
leged position controlling access to certain grants or assistance. 
7KDW�PHDQV�WKH\�FDQ�HDVLO\�DVN�IRU�EULEHV��7KLV�VRUW�RI�FRUUXSWLRQ�
KDV�PRVWO\�DIIHFWHG�FRXQWULHV�OLNH�$IJKDQLVWDQ��&DPERGLD��,UDT��
Liberia, Sierra Leone, Venezuela, Mexico, and Colombia.

4) 3ROLWLFDO�3DUWLHV��&LWL]HQV�RI�$UJHQWLQD��*UHHFH��&RORPELD��WKH�
United States, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Israel, Uruguay, and Jamaica 
VKDUH�RQH�EHOLHI��7KH\�WKLQN�SROLWLFDO�SDUWLHV�DUH�WKHLU�FRXQWU\łV�
most corrupt institutions.

5) &LWL]HQV�� 2QH� RI� WKH� ODUJHVW� SUREOHPV� ZKHQ� GHDOLQJ� ZLWK�
public corruption is the people themselves.

Transparency International reports, “When there is widespread 
EHOLHI�WKDW�FRUUXSWLRQ�SUHYDLOV�DQG�WKDW�WKH�SRZHUIXO�LQ�SDUWLFXODU�
DUH�DEOH�WR�JHW�DZD\�ZLWK�LW��SHRSOH�ORVH�IDLWK�LQ�WKRVH�HQWUXVWHG�
with power.” 

I think the problem goes much deeper than that. When the 
SRZHUIXO�JHW�DZD\�ZLWK�JUHDW�HYLO��PDQ\�RI�XV�ORVH�IDLWK�LQ�*RG��
:H�DUH�OHIW�ZRQGHULQJ��LV�*RG�UHDOO\�DOO�SRZHUIXO"�:K\�GR�HYLO�
SHRSOH�VHHP�WR�SURVSHU"�:K\�GRHVQłW�*RG�VHHP�WR�GR�DQ\WKLQJ�
DERXW� LQMXVWLFH�� SRYHUW\�� KXPDQ� WUDIğFNLQJ�� ZDU�� IDPLQH�� DQG�
FRUUXSWLRQ"�$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKLV�VWXG\��WKH�ZRUOG�LV�JHWWLQJ�ZRUVH��
QRW�EHWWHU��:RUOG�HYHQWV�RIWHQ�OHDYH�PH�IHHOLQJ�SRZHUOHVV�DQG�
DSDWKHWLF��:KDW�FDQ�,�UHDOO\�GR�LQ�OLJKW�RI�WKHVH�SUREOHPV"�3VDOP�
��JLYHV�XV�D�WKHRORJLFDO�SHUVSHFWLYH�IRU�LQWHUSUHWLQJ�ZRUOG�HYHQWV��
,QVWHDG�RI�DSDWK\�DQG�IHDU��ZH�DUH�UHPLQGHG�RI�D�JUHDW�KRSH�WR�
FRPH��7KH�ZULWHU�RI�3VDOP���VHHV�WKH�ZRUOG�LQ�D�VWDWH�RI�DEVROXWH�
rebellion against God.

The Nations are Plotting Against the Lord
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3VDOP���DQG���DUH�FRQVLGHUHG�DQ�LQWURGXFWLRQ�WR�WKH�HQWLUH�FRO-
OHFWLRQ�RI�3VDOPV��3VDOP���LV�WKH�PRVW�TXRWHG�3VDOP�E\�ZULWHUV�
RI�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW��7KDW�PHDQV�LW�KDV�VRPHWKLQJ�YHU\�LPSRU-
WDQW�WR�VD\��,Q�3VDOP����ZH�VDZ�WZR�SDWKVŌWKH�ZD\�RI�WKH�JRGO\�
DQG�WKH�ZD\�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��,W�ZDV�PRUH�IRFXVHG�RQ�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO��
7KH�ZD\� RI� WKH�ZRUOG� FRQWLQXHV� LQ� 3VDOP� �� DQG� QRZ� H[WHQGV�
EH\RQG�DQ� LQGLYLGXDO� WR�D� FRVPLF� UHYROW�RI� WKH�QDWLRQV�DJDLQVW�
*RG�DQG�KLV�DQRLQWHG��,W�EHJLQV�ZLWK�D�TXHVWLRQ��“Why do the na-
tions conspire and the people’s plot in vain?” 7KH�ZULWHU�GRHVQłW�
VHHP�ZRUULHG�RU� VXUSULVHG�E\� WKH� UHEHOOLRQ�RI� WKH�QDWLRQV��+H�
NQRZV�OLIH�LV�FRPSOLFDWHG�DQG�WKH�ZRUOG�LV�D�GDQJHURXV�SODFH��$V�
ZH�HQWHU� WKH�ZRUOG�RI�3VDOP����ZH�VHH�VXIIHULQJ�� LQMXVWLFH�DQG�
KDWUHG�IRU�*RG��,WłV�WKH�ZRUOG�DW�LWV�ZRUVW��,WłV�D�ZRUOG�LQ�UHEHOOLRQ�
against God and anyone who belongs to Jesus Christ will get his 
enemies in the bargain.

The nations conspire, rage and plot in vain against God. The 
word plot� LV� WKH�VDPH�ZRUG�IRU�meditate. Just as the godly me-
GLDWH� RQ�KLV� ODZ� LQ� 3VDOP���� WKH� HQHPLHV� RI�*RG�PHGLWDWH� RQ�
KRZ�WR�RYHUWKURZ�*RG�DQG�KLV�ZD\V��:KLOH�ZH�SUD\�IRU�*RGłV�
NLQJGRP�WR�FRPH�RQ�HDUWK�DV�LW�LV�LQ�KHDYHQ��WKH\�SUD\�IRU�*RGłV�
NLQJGRP�WR�IDLO��7KH�NLQJV�ULVH�XS�QRW�RQO\�DJDLQVW�WKH�/RUG�EXW�
also his anointed. They band together and give each other advice 
RQ�KRZ�WR�EHVW�LQĠXHQFH�WKH�ZRUOG�ZLWK�WKHLU�ZD\V��,WłV�KHOSIXO�
to remember Israel was surrounded by pagan world powers 
that boasted impressive temples, gods, armies and libraries. The 
%DE\ORQLDQV��$VV\ULDQV��DQG�(J\SWLDQV�ZHUH�GHVWUXFWLYH�DQG�RS-
SUHVVLYH� IRUFHV� UXOLQJ�ZKLOH� WKLV� 3VDOP�ZDV�ZULWWHQ�� ,Q� WKH�DQ-
cient world these kings even considered themselves to be divine 
OHDGHUV��7KH\�ZHUH�JRGV��+RZ�GRHV�D�IROORZHU�RI�*RG�UHVSRQG�WR�
WKHVH�UXOHUV"

$V�ZH� VWHS�EDFN�DQG� ORRN�DW� WKH�SHRSOH� LQ� WKLV� 3VDOP�� WKH\�DOO�
seem very impressive. They are the nations, the rulers, the kings 
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DQG� WKH� SRZHUIXO�� 7KHVH� SHRSOH� QRW� RQO\� UHMHFW� *RG� EXW� WKH\�
WXUQ� WKDW� UHMHFWLRQ� LQWR�D�ZRUOG�SRZHU��7KH\� UXQ� WKH�DUPLHV�RI�
WKH�ZRUOG�� GLUHFW� WKH� DGYDQFHV� RI� VFLHQFH�� UXQ� VFKRRO� V\VWHPV��
OHDG�JRYHUQPHQWV��DQG�UXOH�LQ�WKH�PDUNHWSODFHV��,I�WKLV�LV�DOO�WUXH��
WKHQ�ZKDW�GLIIHUHQFH�FDQ�ZH�&KULVWLDQV�PDNH"�:KDW�FKDQFH�GRHV�
D� OLWWOH� ŃWUHHń�PHGLWDWLQJ� LQ� 3VDOP���KDYH�ZLWK� WKH�PRYHUV� DQG�
VKDNHUV�RI�WKLV�ZRUOG"�7KDWłV�WKH�WHQVLRQ�EHLQJ�EXLOW�LQ�3VDOP���

,I� *RG� LV� JRRG� DQG� ORYLQJ� WKHQ�ZK\� GR� QDWLRQV� UHEHO"� ,WłV� WKH�
VDPH� ZLWK� WKH� KXPDQ� KHDUW�� WKH\� GRQłW� ZDQW� WR� EH� UXOHG� E\�
+LP��7KH�QDWLRQV�GRQłW�ZDQW�WR�EH�VXEMHFW�WR�*RG��7KH\�ZDQW�WR�
OLYH�WKHLU�RZQ�ZD\��*RGłV� ODZ�DQG�KLV�ZD\V�DUH� OLNH�FKDLQV�DQG�
VKDFNOHV�SLQQLQJ�GRZQ�WKHLU�IUHHGRP�WR�GR�ZKDW�WKH\�ZDQW��7KH�
IUHHGRP�WKDW�FRPHV�IURP�OLYLQJ�IRU�*RG�DQG�ZDONLQJ�LQ�REHGL-
HQFH�LV�VODYHU\�WR�WKHP��7KH�FRYHU�RI�Time magazine this month 
UHDG��Ń7KH�PH��PH��PH�JHQHUDWLRQ�ń�7KDWłV�ZKDW�VLQ�LV�DW�LWV�FRUH��
LWłV�GHQ\LQJ�*RGłV�UXOH�LQ�IDYRU�RI�VHOI�UXOH��(YHU\�RQH�RI�XV�KDV�D�
KHDUW�ZKRVH�QDWXUDO�WHQGHQF\�LV�WR�UHEHO�DJDLQVW�*RG��,WłV�EHHQ�
WKDW�ZD\�VLQFH�WKH�YHU\�EHJLQQLQJ�LQ�WKH�*DUGHQ�RI�(GHQ�ZKHQ�
PDQ�PDGH�D�GHOLEHUDWH�GHFLVLRQ�WR�FKRRVH�WKH�ZD\�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�
DQG�QRW�WKH�ZD\�RI�*RG��

The problem is not only within us; there is something at work 
behind the scenes. The picture being described here is an unseen 
VSLULWXDO� EDWWOH�� (SKHVLDQV� ����� GHVFULEHV� LW� WKLV� ZD\�� “For our 
VWUXJJOH� LV�QRW�DJDLQVW�ĠHVK�DQG�EORRG��EXW�DJDLQVW� WKH� UXOHUV��
DJDLQVW� WKH�DXWKRULWLHV�� DJDLQVW� WKH�SRZHUV� RI� WKLV� GDUN�ZRUOG�
DQG�DJDLQVW�WKH�VSLULWXDO�IRUFHV�RI�HYLO�LQ�WKH�KHDYHQO\�UHDOPV�ń�
The world is hostile to Jesus and his people. We are in a struggle 
against the Devil, the rulers, authorities, powers and spiritual 
IRUFHV�RI�HYLO��-HVXVł�HQHPLHV�DUH�QRZ�RXU�HQHPLHV��$QG�WKH�ZRUOG�
described in the Bible are the unseen powers behind the thrones 
RI�LQVWLWXWLRQV�OLNH�ODZ��SROLWLFV��EXVLQHVV��DQG�LQGXVWULHV�WKDW�DUH�
RSSRVHG�WR�*RGłV�UXOH�DQG�*RGłV�ZD\��7KH\�ZRUN�WRJHWKHU�WR�JHW�
ULG�RI�*RG��

:H�VHH�WKLV�LQ�RXU�ZRUOG�WRGD\��,Q�WKH�ZDNH�RI�WKH������/RQGRQ�
ULRWV��ZKLFK�LQFOXGHG�GD\V�RI�XQFRQWUROODEOH�ORRWLQJ�DQG�YLROHQFH��
*UHDW�%ULWDLQłV�FKLHI�UDEEL�-RQDWKDQ�6DFNV�GHFULHG�WKH�ŃPRUDO�GLV-
LQWHJUDWLRQń�RI�WKH�ZHVWHUQ�ZRUOG�LQ�D�Wall Street Journal article:

Ń>7KH� ULRWHUV@� DUH� WKH� YLFWLPV� RI� WKH� WVXQDPL� RI�ZLVKIXO�
thinking that washed across the West saying that you can 
KDYH�VH[�ZLWKRXW�WKH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�RI�PDUULDJH��FKLOGUHQ�
ZLWKRXW� WKH� UHVSRQVLELOLW\� RI� SDUHQWKRRG�� VRFLDO� RUGHU�
ZLWKRXW� WKH� UHVSRQVLELOLW\�RI� FLWL]HQVKLS�� OLEHUW\�ZLWKRXW�
WKH� UHVSRQVLELOLW\� RI� PRUDOLW\�� DQG� VHOI�HVWHHP� ZLWKRXW�
WKH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�RI�ZRUN�DQG�HDUQHG�DFKLHYHPHQW�

“What has happened morally in the West is what has 
KDSSHQHG� ğQDQFLDOO\� DV� ZHOO�� *RRG� DQG� RWKHUZLVH� VHQ-
sible people were persuaded that you could spend more 
than you earn, incur debt at unprecedented levels and 

FRQVXPH� WKH� ZRUOGłV� UHVRXUFHV� ZLWKRXW� WKLQNLQJ� DERXW�
who will pay the bill.

Ń7KHUH� DUH� ODUJH� SDUWV� RI� %ULWDLQ�� (XURSH�� DQG� HYHQ� WKH�
8QLWHG� 6WDWHV�ZKHUH� UHOLJLRQ� LV� D� WKLQJ� RI� WKH� SDVW�� DQG�
WKHUH� LV�QR� FRXQWHU�YRLFH� WR� WKH� FXOWXUH�RI�EX\� LW�� VSHQG�
LW��ZHDU�LW��ĠDXQW�LW��EHFDXVH�\RXłUH�ZRUWK�LW��7KH�PHVVDJH�
LV�WKDW�PRUDOLW\�LV�SDVVÒ��FRQVFLHQFH�LV�IRU�ZLPSV��DQG�WKH�
VLQJOH� RYHUULGLQJ� FRPPDQG� LV� Ł7KRX� VKDOW� QRW� EH� IRXQG�
RXW�łń

7KDWłV� H[DFWO\� WKH� NLQG� RI� ZRUOG� WKH� ZULWHU� RI� 3VDOP� �� LV� GH-
VFULELQJ��:KDWłV�*RGłV�UHVSRQVH"�,WłV�TXLWH�VXUSULVLQJ�

Jesus is the True King!
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+H�UHEXNHV�WKHP�LQ�KLV�DQJHU
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� � � � �YHUVHV��ŋ��

God Laughs
:KDW�LV�*RGłV�UHDFWLRQ�IURP�KHDYHQ�WR�WKH�SULGHIXO�DUURJDQFH�RI�
WKH�QDWLRQV�RI�WKH�HDUWK"�+H�LV�QRW�DIUDLG��+H�LV�QRW�ZRUULHG��+H�
GRHVQłW�HYHQ�JHW�XS�IURP�KLV�WKURQH��,QVWHDG��KH�ODXJKV��7KH�ğUVW�
WKLQJ�ZH�KHDU�IURP�*RG�LQ�WKH�ERRN�RI�3VDOPV�LV�ODXJKWHU��7KLV�
is the only place in the entire Bible where God is said to laugh. 
%XW��LWłV�QRW�MR\IXO�ODXJKWHU��,WłV�D�ODXJK�RI�PRFNHU\��,W�H[SUHVVHV�
ULGLFXOH�DW�WKH�QDWLRQV�EHFDXVH�*RG�NQRZV�WKHLU�HQG��+H�FRQğ-
dently laughs at these supposed great threats to his kingdom. 
$V�D�GDG�ZLWK�WKUHH�\RXQJ�FKLOGUHQ��,�JHW�WR�ZUHVWOH�ZLWK�WKHP�D�
lot. When my son Levi was much younger he would occasionally 
JHW�UHDOO\�PDG�DW�PH�DQG�KLW�PH�LQ�DQJHU�EHFDXVH�RI�RXU�LQWHQVH�
wrestling battles. I would try so hard not to laugh and hurt his 
IHHOLQJV�HYHQ�PRUH��1RZ�KH�FDQ�UHDOO\�KXUW�PH��%XW�WKDWłV�NLQG�
RI�WKH�LPDJH�KHUH��DQ�DQJU\�OLWWOH�FKLOG�KLWWLQJ�KLV�GDG�WKLQNLQJ�KH�
is causing him great pain. 

:K\�GRHV�*RG� ODXJK"� ,W� VHHPV�D� OLWWOH� HJRFHQWULF� DQG�XQNLQG��
7KHUHłV� VRPHWKLQJ� DERXW� ODXJKWHU� WKDW� UHVWRUHV� SHUVSHFWLYH��
(YHU�ğJKW�ZLWK� \RXU� VSRXVH�DQG� WKH�DUJXPHQW� LV� VR� ULGLFXORXV�
\RX�HQG�XS� ODXJKLQJ�DQG�PDNLQJ�XS"�6RPHWLPHV�ZH� WDNH� WKH�
ZRUOGłV�DUURJDQFH�WRR�VHULRXVO\��:H�UHDG�DERXW�ZRUOG�HYHQWV�DQG�



with anxiety wonder what our world is coming to. The world 
KDV�DOZD\V�EHHQ�D�IHDUIXO�SODFH��7KLV�LV�QRWKLQJ�QHZ�WR�*RG��1RW�
only does God laugh, I think he wants us to join him and laugh 
WRR��'RHV� WKDW� VRXQG�ZHLUG� WR�\RX"� ,Q� ODXJKWHU�ZH� UHPHPEHU�
God is still God! He is still the mighty king even when the world 
seems to be overtaking His kingdom. God laughs because he 
KDV�DOUHDG\�LQVWDOOHG�WKH�ULJKWIXO�NLQJ��$IWHU�*RG�ODXJKV��KLV�6RQ�
speaks. 

The Son Speaks
When God wanted to show the world how his rule was greater 
WKDQ� DQ\� RWKHU� QDWLRQ�� KH� FKRVH�PHQ� IURP� ORFDO� IDPLOLHV� DQG�
DQRLQWHG�WKHP�ZLWK�RLO��7KH\�ZHUH�WKH�NLQJV�DQG�MXGJHV�RI�,VUDHO�
DQG�-XGDK��7KH�Ń$QRLQWHG�2QHń�UHIHUV�WR�DQ\�DQRLQWHG�NLQJ�ZKR�
ZDV�VHDWHG�RQ�WKH�WKURQH�RI�'DYLG��,Q�OLJKW�RI�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�
we see this pointed to Jesus.

%HIRUH�ORQJ��*RG�KLPVHOI�LQYDGHG�KXPDQ�KLVWRU\�LQ�WKH�SHUVRQ�
RI� -HVXV� &KULVW�� *RG� FDPH� LQ� WKH� ĠHVK�� 7KH� 0HVVLDK�� D� WHUP�
PHDQLQJ� WKH�$QRLQWHG�2QH�� GLG�QRW� FRPH� UXOLQJ�ZLWK� DQ� LURQ�
ğVW��+H�FDPH�KXPEO\�DQG�PHHN�� ULGLQJ�RQ�D�GRQNH\��+H�FDPH�
SURFODLPLQJ�SHDFH��QRW�ZDU��-HVXV�RIIHUHG�D�QHZ�ZD\��

3VDOP���LV�QRW�RQO\�DERXW�-HVXV��EXW�KH�KLPVHOI�VSHDNV�LQ�YHUVHV�
7–9. These words were used to coronate King David and all the 
RWKHU�NLQJV�WKDW�ZRXOG�DVFHQG�RQ�WKH�WKURQH�RI�,VUDHO��*RG�KDV�
SODFHG�KLV�NLQJ�RQ�WKH�WKURQH�LQ�=LRQ��LQ�-HUXVDOHP��,WłV�*RGłV�NLQJ�
LQ�KLV�ZRUOG�WKDW�ZLOO�UXOH��(YHQ�WKRXJK�WKH�ZRUOG�RIWHQ�VHHPV�
to be winning the battle, the Bible describes exactly what will 
happen when the true king, Jesus Christ returns to the earth 
again, ŃDW�WKH�QDPH�RI�-HVXV�HYHU\�NQHH�VKRXOG�ERZ��LQ�KHDYHQ�
DQG�RQ�HDUWK�DQG�XQGHU�WKH�HDUWK��DQG�HYHU\�WRQJXH�DFNQRZO-
HGJH� WKDW� -HVXV� &KULVW� LV� /RUG�� WR� WKH� JORU\� RI� *RG� WKH� )DWKHUń�
�3KLOLSSLDQV�����ŋ����

Jesus, the Messiah, will one day rule all the nations with an iron 
VFHSWHU��5HY���������+H� LV�ERUQ� LQ� WKH� OLQH�RI�'DYLG��KH�KDV� WKH�
ULJKW�WR�'DYLGłV�WKURQH��KH�LV�WKH�6RQ�RI�*RG�LQ�D�XQLTXH�ZD\�DQG�
ZLOO�XOWLPDWHO\�VXEGXH�DOO�HQHPLHV�XQGHU�KLV�IHHW��6LQFH�*RG�LV�
WKH�5XOHU�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��KLV�NLQJGRP�H[WHQGV�WR�ŃWKH�HQGV�RI�WKH�
HDUWK�ń�� 7KH�QDWLRQV�DUH�WKH�)DWKHUłV�WR�JLYH�WR�KLV�VRQ�DQG�WR�KLV�
FKXUFK��8VLQJ�WKH�VDPH�ODQJXDJH�RI�WKLV�3VDOP��WKH�ULVHQ�&KULVW�
promises that the church will share in his rule,�Ń7R�WKH�RQH�ZKR�
LV�YLFWRULRXV�DQG�GRHV�P\�ZLOO� WR�WKH�HQG�� ,�ZLOO�JLYH�DXWKRULW\�
RYHU�WKH�QDWLRQVŌWKDW�RQH�ŁZLOO�UXOH�WKHP�ZLWK�DQ�LURQ�VFHSWHU�
DQG�ZLOO�GDVK�WKHP�WR�SLHFHV�OLNH�SRWWHU\łŌMXVW�DV�,�KDYH�UHFHLYHG�
DXWKRULW\�IURP�P\�)DWKHU�b,�ZLOO�DOVR�JLYH�WKDW�RQH�WKH�PRUQLQJ�
star”��5HYHODWLRQ�����ŋ�����7KH�0HVVLDK�ZLOO�EULQJ�VWDELOLW\�DQG�
SHDFH�WR�WKH�QDWLRQV�HYHQ�WKRXJK�KH�KDV�WR�XVH�IRUFH��/LNH�FOD\�
pots, he will smash all opposition to his rule. 

:KDW�GRHV�DOO� WKLV�PHDQ�IRU�XV"�:H�WRR�KDYH�D�SDUW�WR�SOD\� LQ�
*RGVł�NLQJGRP��7KHUH�LV�DQ�REOLJDWLRQ�KHUH�WR�WHOO�RWKHUV�DERXW�
-HVXV�&KULVW��WKH�NLQJ��7KH�%LEOH�XUJHV�HYHU\�RQH�RI�XV�WR�PDNH�

GLVFLSOHV�RI�DOO�QDWLRQV��WULEHV�DQG�WRQJXHV��9HUVH���VSHDNV�RI�*RG�
in the past tense; he has established his King on Zion. But, verses 
�ŋ��VSHDN�LQ�D�IXWXUH�WHQVH��Ń,�ZLOO�PDNH�WKH�QDWLRQV���<RX�ZLOO�
UXOH���\RX�ZLOO� GDVK���ń That day is coming and until that day, 
our assignment is to carry the message that Jesus reigns to all 
WKH�QDWLRQV��:H�DUH�DOO�PLVVLRQDULHV��(YHQ�WKRXJK�PDQ\�SHRSOH�
today resist his rule, we are to lovingly remind them Jesus is the 
ULJKWIXO�NLQJ��7KH�ğUVW�DQG�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�SODFH�KH�ZDQWV�WR�UXOH�
LV�\RXU�KHDUW��:KRłV�LQ�FKDUJH�RI�\RXU�OLIH"�<RX�RU�PLJKW\�NLQJ�
-HVXV"

,Q� WKH�ğQDO� VHFWLRQ�RI� WKLV�3VDOP�� WKH�DXWKRU�VSHDNV�DJDLQ��EXW�
this time he uses a gentle, loving, and tender voice.

Follow the Way of Blessing

7KHUHIRUH��\RX�NLQJV��EH�ZLVH�

bbbbEH�ZDUQHG��\RX�UXOHUV�RI�WKH�HDUWK�

6HUYH�WKH�/RUG�ZLWK�IHDU

bbbbDQG�FHOHEUDWH�KLV�UXOH�ZLWK�WUHPEOLQJ�

.LVV�KLV�VRQ��RU�KH�ZLOO�EH�DQJU\

bbbbDQG�\RXU�ZD\�ZLOO�OHDG�WR�\RXU�GHVWUXFWLRQ�

IRU�KLV�ZUDWK�FDQ�ĠDUH�XS�LQ�D�PRPHQW�

bbbb%OHVVHG�DUH�DOO�ZKR�WDNH�UHIXJH�LQ�KLP

� � � � �YHUVHV���ŋ���

God takes no pleasure in judging the world. He would rather 
save people than judge them. In response to rebellious human 
beings he tells them to: “be wise,” “be warned,” “serve the Lord 
ZLWK� IHDU�ń� DQG� ŃFHOHEUDWH� KLV� UXOH�ń�0RVW� LPSRUWDQWO\� KH� WHOOV�
WKHP�WR�ŃNLVV�WKH�VRQ�ń�*RG�RIIHUV�SHDFH��QRW�ZDU��%XW��KH�ZLOO�QRW�
IRUFH�KLV�ORYH�DQG�PHUF\�XSRQ�WKRVH�ZKR�UHEHO��7R�ŃNLVV�WKH�VRQń�
means humbly approaching the great king and submitting to his 
UXOH�DQG�UHLJQ�LQ�RXU�OLYHV��%RZ�\RXU�NQHH�RU�KH�ZLOO�ERZ�LW�IRU�
you. The hands we are told to kiss are the same ones nails where 
GULYHQ�LQWR��+H�ZDV�FUXFLğHG�LQ�\RXU�SODFH�IRU�\RXU�VLQV��+H�GLHG�
DQG�WKUHH�GD\V�ODWHU�URVH�IURP�WKH�JUDYH�FRQTXHULQJ�VLQ��6DWDQ�
and death. One day, he will come again to judge the living and 
WKH�GHDG��2Q�WKDW�GD\�WKH�ZLFNHG�ZLOO�ğQDOO\�EH�SXQLVKHG��EXW�LW�
ZLOO�DOVR�EH�D�GD\�RI�JUDFH�IRU�WKRVH�ZKR�WDNH�UHIXJH�LQ�KLP��,WłV�
RQO\�E\� WDNLQJ� UHIXJH� LQ� -HVXV� WKDW� WKH� MXGJPHQW�DZDLWLQJ� WKH�
wicked can be avoided.

3VDOP� �� EHJDQ� ZLWK� WKH� ZRUG� blessed� DQG� 3VDOP� �� HQGV� ZLWK�
blessed. Those who allow their lives to be ruled by God, those 
ZKR�WDNH�UHIXJH�LQ�KLP��ZLOO�OLYH�OLYHV�WKDW�DUH�EOHVVHG��3VDOP���
WHOOV�XV�WR�EHFRPH�D�WUHH�SODQWHG�E\�VWUHDPV�RI�ZDWHU��SXWWLQJ�RXU�
URRWV�GRZQ�GHHS�LQWR�WKH�:RUG�RI�*RG��,Q�3VDOP����ZH�VHH�-HVXV�
&KULVW��WKH�0HVVLDK��*RG�KLPVHOI�EHLQJ�SHUVRQDOO\�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�
ZRUOG��RIWHQ�EHKLQG�WKH�VFHQHV��EXW�VWLOO�WKHUH�UXOLQJ��

,WłV�HDV\�WR�EH�LQWLPLGDWHG�DQG�IHHO�ZHDN�DJDLQVW�WKHVH�SRZHUV��
The world intimidates us into hiding. It makes us believe we can 
do nothing and have no power. But, we can pray. We can learn 
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KRZ� WR� WUXVW�*RG��:H� FDQ� ODXJK�ZLWK�KLP��$QG�ZH� FDQ� VKDUH�
WKH�OLIH�JLYLQJ�PHVVDJH�RI�-HVXV�ZLWK�RWKHUV��,I�ZH�KDYH�D�VPDOO�
YLHZ�RI�*RG��WKHQ�WKHUHłV�QRWKLQJ�ZH�FDQ�GR��%XW��LI�RXU�YLHZ�RI�
*RG�LV�ELJ�� LI�ZH�EHOLHYH�KH� LV� WUXO\�VRYHUHLJQ�DQG�LQ�FRQWURO�RI�
everything, our prayers take on much more power! God is not 
RQO\�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�\RXU�RZQ�OLIH��KHłV�DOVR�YHU\�DFWLYH�LQ�WKH�FLWLHV�
DQG�QDWLRQV�RI�RXU�ZRUOG��+H�ZDQWV�WR�LQYDGH�DQG�UHGHHP�HYHU\-
where we live, where we go to school, go to work, and play. The 
best part is he wants you to join him in his great rescue plan.

-RKQ�3KLOOLSV�LQ�KLV�FRPPHQWDU\�VKDUHV�D�VWRU\�DERXW�5LFKDUG�WKH�
/LRQ�+HDUW�WKDW�,łG�OLNH�WR�HQG�ZLWK�

Ń5LFKDUG�ZDV�D�ERUQ�OHDGHU�RI�PHQŌJHQHUDO��ğJKWHU��ZUHV-
tler, runner, poet, and the courtliest knight who ever put 
on shining armor. He was thirty-two when he came to the 
WKURQH��+H�OHG�WKH�7KLUG�&UXVDGH�GHWHUPLQHG�WR�WDNH�WKH�(DVW�
WKH�PRVW�SRZHUIXO�DQG�EHVW�HTXLSSHG�DUP\�ZKLFK�KDG�HYHU�
crossed the seas.

Ń%XW�ZKLOH�KH�ZDV�DZD\�WURXQFLQJ�6DODGLQ��KLV�NLQJGRP�IHOO�
RQ�KDUG�WLPHV��+LV�FKDQFHOORU�DEXVHG�KLV�RIğFH�DQG�5LFKDUGłV�
EURWKHU� -RKQ� SORWWHG� WR� VHL]H� WKH� WKURQH�� -RKQ�ZDV� VHOğVK�
DQG�FUXHO��FUDIW\�DQG�F\QLFDO��OXVWIXO�DQG�IDOVH��

Ń:KHQ�QHZV�FDPH�WR�(QJODQG�WKDW�5LFKDUG�KDG�EHHQ�LPSULV-
RQHG�DQG�KHOG�IRU�UDQVRP�E\�/HRSROG�RI�$XVWULD��-RKQ�ZDV�
GHOLJKWHG��:RUNLQJ�ZLWK� WKH�.LQJ�RI� )UDQFH�� -RKQ�SODQQHG�
WR�VHL]H�(QJODQG�IRU�KLPVHOI�ZKLOH�WKH�SHRSOH�VXIIHUHG�DQG�
ORQJHG� IRU� WKH� UHWXUQ� RI� WKH� NLQJ�� 5LFKDUGłV� FRPLQJ� ZDV�
delayed.

Ń7KHQ� RQH� GD\� 5LFKDUG� FDPH�� +H� ODQGHG� LQ� (QJODQG� DQG�
marched straight to his throne. Great Richard laid claim 
to his realm and none dared stand in his path. The people 
shouted their delight. The Lion was back! Long live the king!

“One day a greater King than Richard will lay claim to a 
JUHDWHU�UHDOP�WKDQ�(QJODQG��7KRVH�ZKR�KDYH�DEXVHG�+LV�DE-
sence, seized His vast estates, mismanaged His world, will all 
EH�VZHSW�DVLGH��7KH�ZRUOG�KDV�QRW�\HW�VHHQ�WKH�ODVW�RI�-HVXV�ń

7KLV�LV�D�3VDOP�RI�JUHDW�KRSH��*RGłV�SHRSOH�ORRN�IRUZDUG�WR�WKH�
GD\�ZKHQ�DOO�RI�*RGłV�HQHPLHV�ZLOO�EH�UHPRYHG��ZKHQ�-HVXV�ZLOO�
sit on his throne, when the world will be made right, and where 
SHDFH� DQG� YLFWRU\�ZLOO� SUHYDLO�� +HUHłV� WKH� SURPLVH� RI� 3VDOP� ���
(YHQ�WKRXJK�*RGłV�UXOH�LV�FRQVWDQWO\�RSSRVHG��*RG�VWLOO�UHLJQV�
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please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


