
Have you ever been invited to a dinner held in your honor? Like 
your family hosting a birthday or a graduation dinner for you? 
Those are such fun and memorable occasions that we’ve all 
hopefully enjoyed. Just recently my wife and kids made a fan-
tastic dinner at home for my birthday complete with gifts and 
an ice cream cake from Baskin-Robbins. It was a really fun and 
wonderful night. I felt loved and honored.

What if the same dinner was hosted by a group of people who 
society had turned its back on and was not my family? These 
ZHUH�D�JURXS�RI�PLVğWV��RXWFDVWV�DQG�GDQJHURXV�SHRSOH��:KDW�
if the dinner host had an infectious disease? What if one of the 
GLQQHU�JXHVWV�UHFHQWO\�OD\�URWWLQJ�LQ�D�JUDYH��GHDG�EXW�VRPHKRZ�
miraculously brought back to life? There will also be a man at 
the dinner who is a notorious thief and a liar. He is used as a 
pawn for Satan himself. And that’s only three of the characters at 
this dinner! Not to mention the dinner will be rudely interrupted 
by a woman who does something way out of bounds culturally 
speaking. How would I respond to such an invitation on my 
birthday? It sounds like something we’d see on The Maury Povich 
Show! We are going to see all this drama unfold this morning as 
we continue our study of the biography of Jesus written by his 
best friend John.

Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, 
where Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had raised from 
the dead. Here a dinner was given in Jesus’ honor. 
Martha served, while Lazarus was among those 
reclining at the table with him. Then Mary took 
about a pint of pure nard, an expensive perfume; 
she poured it on Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet with 
KHU� KDLU�� $QG� WKH� KRXVH� ZDV� ğOOHG� ZLWK� WKH� IUD-
grance of the perfume.

But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was 
later to betray him, objected, “Why wasn’t this 
perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It 
was worth a year’s wages.” He did not say this be-
cause he cared about the poor but because he was 
a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to help 
himself to what was put into it.

“Leave her alone,” Jesus replied. “It was intended 
that she should save this perfume for the day of my 
burial. You will always have the poor among you, 
but you will not always have me.”

Meanwhile a large crowd of Jews found out that 
Jesus was there and came, not only because of him 
but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from 

the dead. So the chief priests made plans to kill 
Lazarus as well, for on account of him many of the 
Jews were going over to Jesus and believing in him 
(John 12:1–11).

Jesus Anointed at Bethany

Jesus accepts a dinner invitation from Simon the Leper
-HVXV�DUULYHG�LQ�%HWKDQ\�ZKHUH�/D]DUXV�OLYHG��WKH�VDPH�PDQ�KH�
had recently raised from the dead. One evening he received an 
LQYLWDWLRQ� WR� D� GLQQHU� SDUW\�� KRVWHG� LQ� KLV� KRQRU�� IURP� 6LPRQ�
the Leper (Mark 14:3). I bring that up because I want to set the 
VWDJH�IRU�WKLV�GLQQHU��)LUVW�RI�DOO��\RX�ZRXOG�QHYHU�HDW�GLQQHU�DW�D�
leper’s house unless you knew the leper had been fully healed. 
If he wasn’t healed it might mean a whole new thing when you 
ask him to pass you something! There would be more than a 
hair to worry about in the salad too! According to Jewish law any 
FRQWDFW�ZLWK�OHSHUV�GHğOHG�WKH�SHUVRQ�ZKR�WRXFKHG�WKHP��6LQFH�
they were at Simon’s home it points to the fact that Jesus had 
truly healed him. On another occasion Jesus healed ten lepers 
EXW�RQO\�RQH�RI�WKRVH�WKDQNHG�KLP��/XNH������,Q�RXU�VWRU\��6LPRQ�
is so grateful to Jesus he throws a dinner to honor him and cel-
ebrate the new life given to his good friend Lazarus. This would 
EH�D�WUXO\�PHPRUDEOH�QLJKW��XQOLNH�DQ\�GLQQHU�SDUW\�WKH\łYH�HYHU�
been to. 

,Q�WKH�SUHYLRXV�FKDSWHU�RI�-RKQ��/D]DUXV�LV�LQ�D�WRPE��GHDG��%XW��
LQ� WKH� SUHVHQFH� RI� WKH� DXWKRU� RI� OLIH�� GHDG� SHRSOH� GRQłW� VWD\�
GHDG��-HVXV�VKRXWHG��Ń/D]DUXV��FRPH�RXW�ń�$QG�DW�WKH�VRXQG�RI�
KLV�YRLFH��/D]DUXV�DZDNHQHG�DQG�ZDONHG�RXW�RI�WKH�WRPE�SHHOLQJ�
RII�KLV�JUDYH�FORWKHV��$V�\RX�FDQ�LPDJLQH��QHZV�RI�WKLV�PLUDFOH�
VSUHDGV� OLNH�ZLOGğUH� WKURXJKRXW� 3DOHVWLQH� DQG� VRRQ� WKHLU� OLWWOH�
dinner party will be interrupted by people wanting to see Jesus 
and Lazarus in person. 

6R�DW�WKLV�GLQQHU�ZH�KDYH�-HVXV��6LPRQ�WKH�/HSHU��/D]DUXV��WKH����
disciples and probably a few other folks not mentioned. There 
ZDV�DOVR�0DUWKD�ZKR�ZDV�GRLQJ�ZKDW�VKH�GRHV�EHVW��SUHSDULQJ�
WKH�IRRG�DQG�VHUYLQJ�WKH�JXHVWV��7KLV�LV�D�QHZ�0DUWKD��RQH�ZKR�
now understands that the spirit of her service is just as impor-
tant as the service itself. She is no longer frustrated about the 
lack of help at this dinner party. Her attitude has been changed. 
Her service to Jesus is an act of worship.

This is one of those dinner parties I would have loved to be in-
vited to. I can’t think of many things more enjoyable then eating 
with and delighting in the company of Jesus. I imagine Simon 
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DQG�/D]DUXV�WU\LQJ�WR�ŃRQH�XSń�HDFK�RWKHU�ZLWK�VWRU\�DIWHU�VWRU\�
of their time with Jesus. I picture Simon trying to explain to the 
others what it was like to be healed from leprosy and be whole 
again. He’s asking them to feel his now soft and healthy skin. He’s 
enjoying fellowship that he’s longed for and hasn’t had in years. 
Then there’s Lazarus who tries to describe the feeling of resur-
rection power and new life. There are just not enough words to 
GHVFULEH�KLV�RYHUZKHOPLQJ�H[SHULHQFH��%\�WKLV�SRLQW��WKH�ZLQH�LV�
ĠRZLQJ�IUHHO\�DQG�WKH�VPHOO�RI�IUHVKO\�EDNHG�EUHDG�DQG�URDVWHG�
ODPE�VWHZ�OLQJHUV�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�HQWLUH�KRXVH��OHDNLQJ�RXW�WKH�
windows and doors. Laughter can be heard from miles away as 
this group of well over 16 people enjoy a good meal and won-
derful conversation well into the night. 

Don’t you just love places and times like that? There is nothing 
better in life then enjoying a good meal with great friends. It was 
a really wonderful evening and then something great was about 
to take place.

Mary anoints Jesus’ feet with nard
$IWHU� GLQQHU� KDG� EHHQ� VHUYHG�� HYHU\RQH� UHFOLQHG� HQMR\LQJ� DQ-
RWKHU�VWRU\�IURP�3HWHU��0DU\�TXLHWO\�HQWHUV�WKH�URRP�DQG�VXG-
denly breaks open a jar of pure nard. She pours this oil all over 
Jesus’ body. She then pours it on the feet of Jesus and wipes his 
feet with her own hair. The room is absolutely silent. All eyes are 
RQ�0DU\��EXW�KHU�H\HV�DUH�IRFXVHG�VTXDUHO\�RQ�-HVXV��

%HFDXVH�RI�DQFLHQW�FXVWRP��0DU\�ZDV�PRVW�OLNHO\�QRW�SDUW�RI�WKH�
dinner party because she was a woman. Maybe she had been 
KHOSLQJ�0DUWKD� LQ� WKH�NLWFKHQ�ZLWK�GLQQHU�RU�VLWWLQJ�TXLHWO\� LQ�
another room listening to the conversations through the walls. 
At some point her heart swelled with love and gratitude for her 
Lord who had brought her brother Lazarus back from the dead 
and restored him to their family. Finally Mary can’t wait any 
longer and slips into the room behind Jesus. In that day people 
did not sit at a dinning room table and chairs like the ones in 
RXU�KRPHV��7KH\�UHFOLQHG�RQ�WKHLU�VLGHV�RQ�FRXFKHV��ZLWK�WKHLU�
legs and feet behind them. They would be reclining around a low 
table in a U-shape fashion. 

6XGGHQO\��0DU\�EUHDNV�WKH�MDU�VKH�KDG�EHHQ�KROGLQJ�DQG�SRXUV�
the sweet-smelling contents all over Jesus from head to toe. 
What Mary does next was something truly outrageous. She 
loosens her hair and begins to wipe the feet of Jesus with it. In 
WKDW�GD\��D�ZRPDQłV�KDLU�ZDV�RQO\�WR�EH�VHHQ�E\�KHU�KXVEDQG��LW�
was a symbol of beauty and honor. To unbind your hair in the 
presence of other men was a dishonorable and shameful act. 
Not to mention she wipes Jesus’ feet with her hair. I don’t have 
WR� UHPLQG�\RX�KRZ�QDVW\� IHHW�ZKHUH� LQ� WKRVH�GD\V��6RRQ�� WKH�
HQWLUH�URRP�LV�ğOOHG�ZLWK�WKH�VZHHW�VPHOO�RI�QDUG��-XVW�LPDJLQH�
WKH�RYHUZKHOPLQJ�VPHOO�RI�D�ĠRZHU�VKRS�DQG�\RX�JHW�D�EHWWHU�
LGHD��6DGO\��QRW�HYHU\RQH�ZDV�KDSS\�ZLWK�0DU\łV�DFW�RI�GHYRWLRQ�

Judas believes the act is a waste of money
-XGDV�LV�TXLFN�WR�UHEXNH�0DU\�SURWHVWLQJ��“Why wasn’t this per-
fume sold and the money given to the poor?” (v. 5). That’s a great 
TXHVWLRQ��-XGDV�KDV�D�JRRG�SRLQW��3XUH�QDUG�ZDV�D�YHU\�UDUH�DQG�
precious spice. It’s made from an aromatic herb grown in the 
KLJK� SDVWXUH�ODQG� RI� WKH�+LPDOD\DV�� EHWZHHQ� 7LEHW� DQG� ,QGLD��
Because it was grown in such a remote region it had to be car-
ried on camelback through miles and miles of mountain passes. 
Even the jar containing the perfume was expensive. It was an 
DODEDVWHU�MDU�PDGH�RXW�RI�ZKLWH�ğQH�JUDLQHG�J\SVXP��$�SRXQG�RI�
pure nard would have been a huge and lavish gift worth about a 
year’s wages. Just think about how much money you make in a 
year. Then imagine buying one of the world’s most rarest spices 
with that amount and pouring it all over one person in honor. 
Seems extravagant doesn’t it?

Instead Judas wants the money given to the poor or at least that’s 
what he says. We see this tension in churches all the time. A well-
LQWHQWLRQHG�SHUVRQ�GRHVQłW�OLNH�WKH�QHZ�OLJKWV��VRXQG�ERDUG�DQG�
IDQF\�GUXP�VHW��6KH�FRPSODLQV��Ń:H�FRXOG�KDYH�XVHG�WKDW�PRQH\�
WR�VWDUW�D�QHZ�RUSKDQDJH�LQ�$IULFD�ń�,�OLYH�ZLWK�WKDW�WHQVLRQ�HYHU\�
GD\�DV�D�SDVWRU�DQG�HOGHU�DW�&3&��,�WKLQN�WKH�LVVXH�KDV�WR�GR�ZLWK�
extravagance. When extravagance is pursued at the expense of 
WKH�PLQLVWU\�WR�WKH�SRRU��WKHUH�LV�D�SUREOHP��

If you were at this dinner how would you respond to Mary? Do 
\RX�WKLQN��LI�,�KDG�WKDW�PXFK�PRQH\��,łG�GR�WKH�VDPH�WKLQJ"�2U�
GR�\RX�WKLQN��WKDWłV�WKH�PRVW�ULGLFXORXV��LPPDWXUH�EHKDYLRU�,łYH�
heard of? Not to mention it’s a waste of money that could have 
EHHQ�XVHG�IRU�D�PRUH�QREOH�FDXVH��-RKQ��WKH�DXWKRU�RI�WKLV�VWRU\��
doesn’t want us to be fooled by Judas. Judas didn’t really care 
DERXW� WKH�SRRU��EXW�DV� WKH�NHHSHU�RI� WKH�PRQH\�EDJ��KH�NQHZ�
KRZ�PXFK�KH�FRXOG�JHW�IRU�WKH�QDUG�DQG�ZDQWHG�WR�JHW�ULFK�TXLFN�
and die trying. 

Jesus rebukes Judas and defends Mary

-HVXV�TXLFNO\�FULWLFL]HV�-XGDV�DQG�GHIHQGV�0DU\��“Leave her alone,” 
Jesus replied. “It was intended that she should save this perfume 
for the day of my burial. You will always have the poor among 
you, but you will not always have me” (verses 7–8). After this 
great act of devotion Mary looks around the room only to see 
angry glances and looks of shocked disapproval. As shame begins 
WR�FUHHS�LQWR�KHU�KHDUW�VKH�ZRQGHUV��Ń'LG�,�GR�D�JRRG�WKLQJ"ń�7KH�
only one to come to her defense is the only One whose opinion 
PDWWHUV��:KHQ�0DU\�LV�EHLQJ�FULWLFL]HG�E\�HYHU\RQH��-HVXV�FRPHV�
WR�KHU�UHVFXH��%XW�KLV�UHVSRQVH�QHHGV�WR�EH�FODULğHG��

Jesus is not saying we should do nothing for the poor. As fol-
lowers of Christ we have a responsibility to care for the poor 
DQG�ZH�GR��:KHQ�-HVXV�ZDV�DOLYH�DQG�DW�6LPRQłV�GLQQHU�WDEOH��
WKH�QHHGV�RI�WKH�SRRU��DW�WKDW�YHU\�PRPHQW�LQ�WLPH��WDNH�D�EDFN�
VHDW�WR�WKH�NLQJGRP�RI�*RG��7KH�SRRU�ZLOO�DOZD\V�EH�SUHVHQW��EXW�



-HVXV�ZLOO�QRW�DOZD\V�EH�DURXQG�LQ�WKH�ĠHVK��+HłV�VLPSO\�VD\LQJ��
HQMR\�PH�ZKLOH�\RX�FDQ��WLPH�LV�UXQQLQJ�RXW�

-HVXVł�UHVSRQVH�DOVR�PDNHV�XV�ZRQGHU��GLG�0DU\�UHDOO\�NQRZ�VKH�
was anointing Jesus for burial? I think Mary knew exactly what 
she was doing. She’s listened carefully to Jesus and has heard 
the numerous times Jesus foretold his own death. The problem 
LQ�KHU�PLQG� LV�EHIRUH� -HVXV�GLHV��ZKR�ZRXOG�GR� WKH�KRQRUV�RI�
anointing his body in preparation for burial? Mary owes Jesus 
her salvation and the recovery of her brother Lazarus. She is 
grateful and in pure dedication jumps at the chance to express 
her love to Jesus. One scholar suggests the nard was her entire 
life savings which would have been used as her wedding dowry. 
Mary gives everything she has to Jesus. She does this because 
nobody else seemed to understand the brutal reality of Jesus’ 
GHDWK��QRERG\�H[FHSW�0DU\�

A large crowd of Jews come to interrupt the dinner
As the drama during dinner continues to unfold a large crowd of 
-HZV�ğQG�RXW�DERXW�-HVXV�DQG�/D]DUXV�DQG�PDNHV�WKHLU�ZD\�RYHU�
to Simon’s home. The dinner party is interrupted by this crowd. 
I am sure people wanted to see Lazarus for themselves. Imagine 
a large group of people interrupting my birthday dinner not be-
FDXVH�WKH\�ZDQW�WR�FHOHEUDWH�ZLWK�PH��EXW�EHFDXVH�WKH\�ZDQWHG�
to see my brother-in law. My feelings would be hurt! That’s what 
KDSSHQV�KHUH��$V�WKH�ODUJH�FURZG�IRUPV�RXWVLGH�6LPRQłV�KRXVH��
the chief priests are outraged and continue to boil with anger. 
They didn’t like how the fame of Jesus and now Lazarus was 
spreading and growing. They make plans to kill Lazarus too. For 
-HVXV��WKH�FURVV�LV�LPPLQHQW��

What’s this story all about? In this story I think we get an amazing 
picture of worship. The setting is not a place of formal worship 
EXW�D�SODFH�RI�IHOORZVKLS��D�KRPH��,W� LV�DW�WKH�GLQQHU�WDEOH��QRW�
WKH�WHPSOH��WKDW�0DU\�SHUIRUPV�KHU�VFDQGDORXV�DFW�RI�ZRUVKLS��
The act of wiping Jesus’ feet with her hair is the perfect picture 
of true worship because Mary takes her rightful place at the 
feet of Jesus. Three times in Scripture we see Mary at our Lord’s 
IHHW��6KH� VDW�DW�KLV� IHHW� WR�KHDU�KLV�ZRUG� �/XNH������������6KH�
knelt at this feet in grief over the death of her brother Lazarus 
�-RKQ���������7KLV�WLPH��VKH�SODFHV�KHUVHOI�DW�WKH�IHHW�RI�-HVXV�DQG�
brings him an offering in worship. 

True worship is about placing ourselves at the feet of Jesus
True worship is about placing ourselves at the feet of Jesus. Have 
you been there lately? When’s the last time you just sat at the 
feet of Jesus? Have we been too busy? Too proud? Too self-re-
liant? What does that even look like? 

:KHQ� ,� UHDG� WKLV� VWRU\� DERXW�0DU\�� ,� FDQłW� KHOS� EXW� WKLQN� RI�
.LQJ�'DYLG��0XFK� OLNH�0DU\��.LQJ�'DYLG�ZDV�NQRZQ�DV�D�PDQ�
who loved God in a lavish manner as well. Look at what he 

GLG� LQ���6DPXHO�����ŋ����“Wearing a linen ephod, David was 
dancing before the Lord with all his might, while he and all 
Israel were bringing up the ark of the Lord with shouts and the 
sound of trumpets.” When the Ark of God was being returned 
WR�-HUXVDOHP��'DYLG�ZDV�VR�H[FLWHG�WKDW�WKH�/RUGłV�SUHVHQFH�ZDV�
returning to his city that he danced almost naked during the pa-
rade. The message and the point is not that we repeat David or 
Mary’s actions. Removing our clothing and dancing before the 
Lord in our underwear or breaking a bottle of expensive per-
IXPH�GRHVQłW�UHDOO\�ğW�LQ�RXU�FXOWXUH�OLNH�WKH\�ğW�LQ�WKHLU�FXOWXUHV��
,QVWHDG��WKH�PHVVDJH�LV�WKDW�ZH�ORRVHQ�RXU�LQKLELWLRQV�D�ELW�DQG�
give ourselves the freedom to respond genuinely from the heart 
to Jesus.  

What does that look like today? There are so many examples of 
this throughout the Scriptures—painting or building (Exodus 
�������� GDQFLQJ� �([RGXV� �������� JLYLQJ� PRQH\� DZD\� �0DUN�
����������� VHUYLQJ�EHKLQG� WKH� VFHQHV� �1XPEHUV��������ZULWLQJ�
VRQJV�RU�SRHWU\��3VDOP��������UHDGLQJ�DQG�WKLQNLQJ��3VDOP�������
SUD\HU� �0DUN��������SOD\LQJ�DQ� LQVWUXPHQW� �3VDOP��������� DQG�
GXULQJ�ZRUVKLS�FODSSLQJ��OLIWLQJ�KDQGV��DQG�ERZLQJ�ORZ��3VDOP�
������������ŌDUH�ZD\V�ZH�FDQ�H[SUHVV�RXU�GHYRWLRQ�DQG�ORYH�WR�
Jesus while sitting at his feet in worship. 

Why don’t we view worship like this? What keeps us from 
SODFLQJ�RXUVHOYHV�DW�WKH�IHHW�RI�-HVXV"�7R�DQVZHU�WKDW��OHWłV�ORRN�DW�
HDFK�SHUVRQ�DW�WKH�GLQQHU�SDUW\��VWDUWLQJ�ğUVW�ZLWK�-XGDV��

Judas
,Q�UHVSRQVH�WR�0DU\łV�ODYLVK�JLIW��-XGDV�VD\V��Ń:KDW�D�ZDVWH�ń�+H�
was the type of man who has money on his mind all the time. 
-XGDV� LV�D�PDQ�LQ�GLVJXLVH��D�PDQ�ZLWK�D�PDVN��+LV�ZRUVKLS�RI�
-HVXV�LV�D�PDVTXHUDGH��,WłV�SKRQ\�DQG�IDNH��7KDWłV�KRZ�ZRUVKLS�
can become for us too if we are not careful. I’ve been to some 
FKXUFKHV�WKDW�DUH�VWLII�DQG�XQHPRWLRQDO��1R�RQH�FODSV��OLIWV�WKHLU�
hands or even really sings. I’ve been to other churches that are 
ZD\�WRR�HPRWLRQDO��7KH\�ORYH�WR�VLQJ��GDQFH��FU\�RXW��MXPS��DQG�
the sermon is usually nothing short of a motivational speech that 
makes you feel better about yourself. At both types of churches 
I’ve noticed people just watching. When we become spectators 
DQG�ZDWFK�RWKHUV�ZRUVKLS��ZH�EHFRPH�OLNH�-XGDV��,WłV�OLNH�ZH�SXW�
a mask on at the door when the worship begins. We try to do 
ZKDW�HYHU\RQH�HOVH�LV�GRLQJ�WR�ğW�LQ�DQG�ZH�OHDYH�ZRQGHULQJ�LI�
we ever really worshipped. I’ve sure done that. There have been 
many times where I just didn’t want to be here and worship. 
Have you ever felt that way? That’s Judas worship. Then there’s 
the crowd. 

The Crowd
,Q� YHUVH���� D� ODUJH� FURZG� VKRZV�XS�DW� 6LPRQłV�KRXVH�QRW�RQO\�
WR�VHH�-HVXV�EXW�UHDOO\�WR�VHH�/D]DUXV��,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��WKH�SDUW\�
LV� IRU� -HVXV�� EXW� PRVW� RI� WKH� SHRSOH� ZKR� VKRZ� XS� DUH� WKHUH�



7KLV�PHVVDJH�IURP�6FULSWXUH�ZDV�SUHDFKHG�RQ�6XQGD\��-XQH����������DW�&HQWUDO�3HQLQVXOD�&KXUFK�1RUWK
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for somebody else. Isn’t that often true about our worship as 
ZHOO"�(YHU\�6XQGD\�ZH�WU\�DQG�WKURZ�D�SDUW\�IRU�-HVXV�KHUH��EXW�
often we are showing up for somebody else. That person is usu-
DOO\�RXUVHOYHV��:RUVKLS�EHFRPHV�ŃZKDWłV�LQ�LW�IRU�PH"ń�/LNH�WKH�
FURZG��ZH�ZDQW�WR�JHW�VRPHWKLQJ�RXW�RI�ZRUVKLS�DQG�LI�ZH�GR��
WKHQ�ZRUVKLS�ZDV�UHDOO\�JRRG��%XW��LI�ZH�OHDYH�KHUH�WRGD\�DQG�IHHO�
OLNH�ZH�GLGQłW� UHDOO\�JHW�DQ\WKLQJ�RXW�RI�ZRUVKLS�� WKHQ�ZH� IHHO�
cheated. This perspective is entirely self-centered and it leaves 
God and the rest of the Body of Christ out of worship. Like the 
FURZG��ZH�VKRZ�XS�KDSS\�WR�VHH�-HVXV��EXW�UHDOO\�ZDQWLQJ�WR�VHH�
Lazarus. Have you ever done that? I sure have. Mary’s example 
shows us that worship isn’t about getting something from�-HVXV��
although we often do. Worship is about offering something 
to Jesus. Maybe true worship is in what we leave at the feet of 
Christ and not what he gives us.

Mary
,WłV�0DU\�� ERZHG� LQ� KXPLOLW\� DW� WKH� IHHW� RI� -HVXV�� ZKR� VKRZV�
us the third way. Mary is not afraid to wear her heart on her 
sleeve before the Lord. She is not afraid to express herself in ac-
tion. Mary doesn’t care what everyone else thinks because she’s 
WKRXJKW� FDUHIXOO\� DERXW� WKH� VLJQLğFDQFH� RI�ZKDW� VKH� LV� GRLQJ��
Anointing Jesus’ feet was not some careless emotional act. She’s 
WKRXJKW� WKURXJK� WKH� GHFLVLRQ� WKHRORJLFDOO\�� 6R�� ZKHQ� 0DU\�
FRPHV�WR�-HVXV��VKH�OHDYHV�KHU�PDVN�DW�WKH�GRRU��6KH�LV�YXOQHUDEOH�
and transparent in her approach. Mary presented this gift as an 

RIIHULQJ�RI�ORYH�DQG�JUDWLWXGH��SURPSWHG�E\�-HVXVł�UHVWRUDWLRQ�RI�
her brother to their family. Wiping his feet with her hair was a 
gesture of utmost devotion and reverence. Mary offers the very 
best of what she has and places herself at the feet of Jesus. It’s a 
familiar place she has been before.

True worship is about placing ourselves at the feet of Jesus. That 
means it’s not about what we get out of it but what we give. True 
ZRUVKLS�LV�QHYHU�FKHDS��LW�FRVWV�XV�VRPHWKLQJ�RI�RXUVHOYHV��7UXH�
worship exposes us for who we really are. It’s laying our souls 
naked and unashamed before God. It’s never just singing songs 
RU�OLVWHQLQJ�WR�D�VHUPRQ��,WłV�EULQJLQJ�DOO�ZH�DUH��LQ�UHVSRQVH�WR�
DOO�-HVXV�LV��DQG�SODFLQJ�RXUVHOYHV�DW�KLV�IHHW��-RKQ�.RHVVOHU�ZULWHV��
Ń7KDW� LV�ZK\�HYHU\� WLPH�ZH�FURVV� WKH�VDFUHG� WKUHVKROG�RI�ZRU-
VKLS��ZH�WUHDG�RQ�GDQJHURXV�JURXQG���%HFDXVH�DW�DQ\�PRPHQW��
our masks may be torn away and our true motives exposed. We 
PD\�ğQG�RXUVHOYHV� IDFH� WR� IDFH�ZLWK� WKH�/LYLQJ�*RG��:LWK�RXU�
SUHWHQVHV�VKDWWHUHG��ZH�PD\�ğQG�RXUVHOYHV�QH[W�WR�0DU\��RQ�WKH�
ĠRRU�DW�-HVXVł�IHHW�ZLWK�QRWKLQJ�OHIW�WR�RIIHU�KLP��1RWKLQJ��H[FHSW�
RXU�QDNHG�GHYRWLRQ�ń�

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


